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FINAL REPORT

o

“gtubaf Giselher WIRSING

(Ref: Brief Int Div/At(a)/FF 4182 dated 18 Jul 46

enclosing: WARREC Brief FF 562/B1a, WARREC/NCH dated 18 Apr 46 - . .
and comments by Sp601al Service datgg_16 Apr L6, -

Thlswreport should be réad ln conJunctlon with:
FIAT;_Prelm};nary Report on "IIRSING m FIAT EP 2)l+-82 (WIRSING),

AP "'PRISONIR'S LAST MEETING WITH SCHE_ NEERG
AFFENDIX D, PRISONMR'S TRAVELS ABROAD. |

I. FEEAMBLE

Prisoner's role and importance in Nazi GERMANY are hard to

asSESS. There is no convenient category into which he falls easily:

 his SS rank was of no significance, and even during his most influential

2'
.of foreign affairs.

. period’ he was 2 mere Lt in the German Armys Yet Prisoner's

political influence has been ofSignificance and has stretched further
than the authority normally accg%@gd to a well-kuown polltical writer
Prisoner's reputatlon was bullt prlmarll" on his shrewd analysis

His constant. interest in hiyh policy, and personal
knowledge of the politicians and officials who sheped it, showed him how

tenuous and potent the manipuwlation of power can Yz, There is no doubt

+own political ambitions aimed very high, and that he considered

,future Secretary or Under-Secretary of ’itate for Foreign Affairs.
S view. tltle and rank were unimportant and -~2al influyence, especially
talitarian GERMANY, could equally well be wic'ded by shadowy men

f7;¢oncealed behind the figures exposed to the public gaze, To Prisoner's

Cmdnd - along this way.lay the road to high office : it was but one step to

emerge’ from the shedows, and assume the mantle of : blic power, Such
tactics required 1nf1n1te finesse and a close kno .edge of the Anefighting
mothods among the Nezd hierarchy, ' After three fa e starts (ROHM, HESS and
RIBBENTRCP) , "and qrtl“l obscurity in 1942 -nd 1943 Prisoner, but for the

accidont of Gwvmﬂn 2eféct and total occupntion,. mloht well hnve achicved
his cabition, . .

Prisoner did not regard himself as an unscrupulous opportunist, As
o Journalist he had observed the wrangles of politicians for many years
and prided himself on having few illusions; %o him PFascism, democracy and
Communism were but symptoms of the age-old clash of cultures, part of
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the dynamic struggle between decay and growth, the pattern of history
blindly and often dbrutally groping for fulfilment. Nazism was injecting
new vigour into a people forgetful of its destiny. In his youth, he had
sat at the feet of Oswald SPENGLER: his was SPENGIER's philosophy
brought up to date, ’ : '

When Prisoner first came into prominence in the early 1930s
he advocated pseudo~Socialism and Statc nationalism, ie the Grogor STRASSER
kind of Nazism, Through his writings he persuaded the Conservative element
to underwrite Npzism, arguing that the nmore repugnant aspeets were mere
teething troubles of a young revolutionary party. This was his first
betrayel of the moral integiity on which he so loftily insists.

Prisoner is a man of cxceptional intellectusal faculties and
literary flair, From then onwards he interpreted Nazi expansion in
terms of renescence of German "Kultur" :-~ his theme was German hegemony
in EURCFE, cloaked in the deceptive vcrbiage of a "Federalk Europe'. Tre
mission of German Kultur, the degrading nihilism of "Amerlkanﬁamus" the
mechanistic barbarism threatening from the East, the decadencé ‘and
hypocrisy of British Imperialism, all thesc were recurrent topics in his
writings, served up with a seemingly rational erudition in which shrewd
historieal and social analysis, insidious half-truths and astonishing
faullacies constantly intermingled.

Prisoner's claim that he was not a Nazi is not well founded.
He was not, it is true, a believer in the Nordic blood myth. He can
point to his frequent clashes with the Propaganda Ministry, with BORMANN,
DIETRICH, GOEBESLS and RIBBENTROP, to his cautious public and open _
private criticism during the final stages of the Third Reich ("The war
is lost - let us save GERMANY"), and finally to his timid intrigues to
have the, a8 ke believed, morec malleable HIMMIER replace HITLER, But
in 1940 when German dominatlon over EUROFE was almost complete, Prisoner
could still talk of moral values, reaséning post factum, as he had done
before, that external force was an unimportant trapping of a trans-
itional stage which would weld EUROFE into the politiesl end cultural
unity of a Pan-Germanic Commonwealth, thus proving once more to the -
intellectual and doubting minority that Nazi methods were hlstorlcally
inevitable, and, therefore, excusable and in the long run unimportants
The record of the Nazi regime is a grim historical fact, for which
Prisoner must accept some responplbllity. His share in the war guilt  —
was that he shored up a vicious and cowardly dictatorshlp by giving it
moral values and a historical perspective whieh he knew to be false,
This is his second, irrecparable betrayal,

‘History of the Case

Prisoner came to DIC from MISC OBERURSEL on 12 Jul 46, but

" reports produced by other agencies on this case were not availabke at

the time. Interrogation was, thercfore, hampered by lack of back-
ground material., When earlic¢r reports on Prisoner came to hand these
proved to contain a more detailed account of the facts than Prisoney
can recall now after a considerable lapse of time,

Man/ questions in the Brief have already been fully covered
by previous reports, and Prisoner hes nothing new to add, In fact,
such infm as he has given falls short of previous statements, rurther,
on the basis of the "Dustbin® Report, apparently unwarrantcd assumptions
have been made linking Prison¢r with political and economic espionzge.
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Por instance, a whole paragraph (paro 8) of the "Dustbin" Report

is devoted to "WIRSING's Frobable Activities" and contalns hints
and predictions not substantiated by data but, based, it would scem,
wholly on the previous interrogators' hunches, FEach of these red .
herrings has greatly delayed investigation.

Frisoner was at first sullen and unhelpful, since he had
been given to understand by his American IO that he was about to be
released. He has since changcd his attitude and co-operated to
the best of his ability. "™" Association with K.H.KRIMER (Prisoner

DIC) has confirmed that Prisoner has not been hedging on any of the
qucstions put to him,

II, TPERSONAL HISTORY

Carcey ‘
15 Apr 07 Born in SCHWEINFURT/MAIN.
1925 Studied sociology and political science.
1929

Became assistant to Frof BRINKMANN at Instltute
.of Social and Political Sciences at HEIDELBERG
A University. . During the next few years v151ted
o3 Ecstern Europcan and Balkan countries.
1930 :

Took Doctor's degree at HEIDELBERG University.
Asst Zditor -~ "Die Tath.

1932 Published his first book;
' und die deutsche Zukunft',

Went to BERLIN as free-lance J:urnallst and
became an active contributor to "Die Tat".

-"Zwischeneuropa

Sep - Dec 32 Worked in the Infn Soct of League of Nations

: in GENEVA.

1933 Continued free-lance Journallsuu tubllshed
his second book "Deutschland in der Welt=
politik", Went to ITALY and YUGOSLAVIA.

Oct 33 . Asst Editor of Méinchener Neueste Nachrichten.

1934 ,  Published his third book: WK¥pfe der Welt-
politik", ' : '

End 34 " Became political editor of "M#nchencr Neueste

- Nachrichten" and editor of "Die Tat".
Travellcd widely in EUROFE for his papers,
during the next few years.

" Summer 36 Editor-in-chief of MNN.

Jan8- Max First journey to the MIDDLE EAST.

193

Publication of fourth book: anglander,
' . Juden & Araber in Faldstina'.
Apr - Aug 38 + . Visit to USA.

Jan ~ Mar 3O Second journey to MIDDLE E.AST.

Sep 39 Accepted hon position in Infm Sect of Ausw Amt,
in addition to his duties as editor of MNN and
' ‘ "Die Tat", now rcnamed "Das XX Jahrhundert".
Jan 42 - L Publication of fifth book "Der Messlose
‘ Kontinent". '
Feb 42

Voluntarily -joined the Arny. His position as
editor of thc VNN had become untenable as a
result of several editorial articles

favouring a lenient policy.towards FTUHVCE- ‘
("There is no such thing as a "soft" or "hard"
policy, only = ~rise or a stupld one",.

Promoted Sdf (z) in Krlegsberzchter Kbnp-
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Apr 42 War Corrcspondent in RUSSI4, attached 56
- Pz Corps. There wrote memorandum criticising

German treatment of Russians, This memo he
managed to give personally to Gen WAGNER,
Deputy Chief of GS,0KH, WAGNER apparently
passed it on to HITLER, for some months
later Prisoner was ordered by BORMANN not
to write agdiin on Russian affeairs during

the war. _
Dec 42 Ili: returned to GERMANY,
Jon 43  Attuched to OKWAV/Pr (Wehrmacht Propaganda),

working on Wehrmacht publication "Signal'.
‘Bricf visits to FRANCE, SPAIN, ITALY and

DEMIARK.
Spring 44 Promoted Lt. :
1944 Publication of sixth book- "Das Zeitalter
des Ikaros",
. Sumer 44 "Das XX Jahrhundert" was suppressed by

Propagonda Ministry as a result of an
article on Hieronymus BOSCH (%llegorical
inveotiwd",

Oct 44 - Mar 45  Wrote LGMONT Reports for RSHA VI, and
became SCHELLENBERG's political adviser.

Max 45 : Evacuated with Amt VI staff to BAVARIA.
1 Jun 45 Arrested by American CIC in BAD TOLZ,
BAVARIA.
Political
1933 Member of Reichspreasekammer,
Nov 38 Hptstuf in Allg SS.
Sumzer 40 Joined NSDAP (no rank or office).
Aautum 40 - Stubaf in Allg SS.
Decorations
Surmer 4.2 KVK 2nd Class,
Swrmer 4.2 EX 2nd Class,

TII.  CONTACTS WITH GIS

Investigantion has not substantiated any of the suggestions
made in the brief, but there is no doubt that had Prisoner been
approached o undertoke spocial missions for Abw or Amt VI, he would
have gladly donc so (this on his own admission), In fact, by some
oversight, no usc was made of Prisonerts wide Euwropean experience
and contacts. = Prisoner is, therefore, almost exclusively a :
"political" case: as already stated, he played a significant role in
the ideological and political field. The ondy exception to this
is Prisoner's work as ¥GMONT, when he was given access to Amt VI
material. = Here again, the motive which prompted Prisoner to engage
in high-level evaluation of int reports was entirely political. An

account of this aupect oi Prlsonerts activities will be found at
f;ppcndlx. Au




13. League of Nations

R

‘15.

~abroad were also worklng for thb GIS.

Prisoner denies that his appointment in 1932 as Public
Relations assistant in the Section d'Informetion of the League of
Notions in GENEVA was engineercd in any way through Max ILGNER. 4t
that time “risontr was known for his anti-Big Business politics,
and IC FARBEN was onc of his favourite windmills., . It is, therefore,
unlikely that IG FARBEN would have gone out of their way to help
a young Jjournalist who delighted in slinging mud at their org.
Prisoner obtained his position through TERHAR, a friend, who was
then an official in the League of Nations office (?) in BERLIN,

Prisoner believes that TERHAR at the same time worked in the Infm
'Sect of the IG FARBEN: this is, hovever, the only possible link
he can trace, ‘ ' ‘

TB FAREEN Int Service

Prisoner denies any contact with this org. Max ILGNER

‘he claims to have met for the first time after his arrest in

OBERURSEL. He further denics that he was ever approached by
this or any other org to carry out industricl, technical, econoric
or political espionoge abroad, - Lastly, he was not avayre that

SCHELLENBERG had in mind & reorgenisation of Abw which would have
made a wide use of the IG FARBEN Int Servicc,

- Foreign Correspondents of MNN

Prlsoncr at first denied that any of the MNN correspondents
He later wdnlttcd thut he

.....

In view of the Tropaganda Ministry
ban on GIS activities, he took pains not to investigate the truth

of these rumours; in any case, he took the view that as long as
his correspondents fulfilled their duties to the paper, it was no
concern of his what they did in their spare time;
realised that they were likely to acquire
would incidentally benefit his paper.

"somehow" connected w1th 1t.

fur thermore, he
sources of infm which

The following is a list of MNN corrcspondents duwring the war:=

SWEDEN Graf von TOGGENBURG (formerly UK)
SWITZERLAND BRAUTIG:M (formerly FRANCE )
TURKEY SCHMITZ, Walter
o HUNGARY KORNHUBER (Note: Worked for SD)
P E — SPAIN HAGER > :
-LISBON . BRAGGA ote: Worked for KO PORTUGAL)
FINLAND Graf KNYPHAUSEN
USA VIERECK (Later arrested as German agent;
: S sce Appendix D, para 13)
USSR Lr Klaus MEHNERT,
later Frau Ir PORZGEN
ITALY ’ Egon HEYMANN
BULGARIA Otmar MERTH
ROUMANTA _ Name forgotten
JAPAN Arvid BiLK.

All his correspondents were instructed to send Pri&oner

weekly or Tortnightly confidential reports on the political
situation, including gossip on personalities, . rumours from enerdy
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countries, and other matter which he could not prints He
maintains that these rceports were for his own infm only and,
except for material on ST EURCFE, were not shown to anyone else,
Prisoner states that in this vwoy he was able to build up an
‘exccllent infw service, which was often better informed than
official sources,

16, Contacts with Abw

a) Obstlt von LOSSOW

Von LOSSOW had formorly been the editor of ¥Illustriexter
Rundfunk" in BERLIN and a personal acqueintance of Prisoner'se
During the war this wan worked in Ast IUNICH (Note: I Wi, Ast
MUNICH, later Leiter I, ist MUNICH) and came to see him about
once a month, Von LOSSOW was interested in receiwving news about

- cormercial and economic conditions in SE EUROFE, and discussed
with Prisoner at length the current situation. Prisoner allowed
him to read the confidential reports from KORNHUBER and SCHMITZ,
which he Jjudged to be reliable, Prisoner cannot say to what
use LOSSOW put the very general infm he obtained from him. He
denies that LOSSOW ever asked hlm to pass on certain briefs to .
his correspondents abroad,

b) Maj SOLM

Prisoncr had flatly denicd that SOILM was an Abw offy,
He states that SOLM was his irmodiate chief in Wehrmacht Propaganda,
and the offr responsiblc for the publication of "Signal‘, To the
Pest of Prisoner's knowledge, SOLM was not connected with any Abw:
work (this is borne out by owr own infm, which glves SOLM as Head
of Gruppe IV b, OK¥/AY Pr),

c¢) Dr LFEVERKUHN

Prisoner statcs that LEVERKUHN was a friend of SOIM's, In
Aug 43 SOLM asked Prisoner %o mect this man, who, SOLM said, would be
arriving from TURKEY and was oxceptionally well informed on Turkish
affairs, and on relations between the Western Allies and the USSR as
as seen from that part of the world. Prisoner met LEVERKUHN in SOLM's
office, and questioned him on these subjects. Prisoner c¢laims that
this is the only contact he had with LEVERKUHN, Prisoner was not
aware that he was head of KO TURKEY. '

e ) KLEYENSTUBER

Prisoner has met this man twice but their relations were of
no int interest, Ain account of the meetings is given in Appendix D,
para 29, ‘

e) Knowledge of KOs

Prisoner states that he can give NO infm on KOs SWEDEN SPAIN
or PORTUGAL. Except in the case of KLEYENSTUBER, he does not know the
nanes of offrs attd to these orgs.

| DIC{ 2 Sdveasvoasta -i..*no-o-';-noo
S ' for Colonel GS
%2 Gt a8 | Commandant DIC, GOG(EE)
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COG(BE) ‘ | -

55 Oct 46 | Gisclher WIRSING
APTENDIX A

THE "EGMONT" REFORTS

NOTF: : This Rcport should be read in conJunction with
The follow1ng reports: '

FIAT ("DUSTBIN")- Report IN FIAT EP 254-82 (WIRSING)
datcd 18 Jan 46.

Draft Report from MFIU No 3 dated 30 Jul 45.

Counter~Intelligence War Room Liquidetion Report No 6
SF 52/L/22(5) - W.R.C. 3a, dated 9 Oct 45.

This report dies not set dowm the results of the
detailed investigation, since the subject has alrsady
been fully covercd in the above reporis; it merely
elaborates points on which Priscner has given
additional infm¢ In view of the nature of the Brief,
some repetition is inevitablo,

Introduction

From Oct A4 until M w45, RSHA VI publlshud its own
analyses of world affairs which were circulated only at highest
levels, These reports, which appeared at irregular intervals ~ about every
two or three weeks - werc called "EQMONT" Reports and classified
"rop Secret’. Fcr some time SCHELLENBERG, the ambitious head of
Aint VI, had been an opponent of HITLER's and RIBRBENTROF's foreign
policy, and considered that HITLIR was badly advised by the Ausw smt,
Through his "EGMONT" Reports, which reached HITLER through HIMMIER,
SCHELLENBERG, by giving what Prisoner calls “unbiased reports® of
political trends, aimed to counteract RIBBENTROP's influence and,
if pessible, to ougt RIBBENTROP from his position.

At the time, SCHELLJ\IBERGls main preoccupation was the

-.':m__jnecess:.ty of concluding animmcdiate peace with the Western Allies,

~An order to salvage as much as he could from a GERMANY which, he

considered, had plainly lost the war; he based his hopes f’or a
Germaen renascence on the pattern of events which followed the 1914 -~
18 war. To have said so openiy in a report which was read by HITLER,
would have been considered high treason, but SCHELLENBERG, by
presenting "objective" reports - GERMANY's position in world affairs
being, on any showing, depressing enough ~-.counted on persuading
HITLER to listen to the "moderates", and failing this, to. convince
HIMMITR of the urgent need of betraying his "God" and removing the
man who stood in the way of the long-term salvation of GERMANY,

Although HIMMIER secms to have accepted the general argument behind
~the "EGMONT" Reports, he could not bring himself, until it was too

late, to take the drastic step of overthrowing HITLER, - HIMMLER's
final peace talks with Count BLRNBDOTTSE are historical facts too
well known to need r ecapitulation here, SCHELLENEBERG saw 1n
HIMMIFR the only man in GERMANY capable of taking over control from
HITLER, and possessing sufficient authority to conclude an immediate
PEACE, Prisoner now claims that he himself never saw in HDAMLER




morc than the head of an interim govermment for a strictly
limited period and mentioned BRUNING as a possible successor;

but these were only nebulous formulations doubifully accepted by
SCHELLENBERG;, the nain point of agreement between SCHELLENBERG
and Prisconer wezs that HITLER must be removed, HDMMIER hesitated
until it was too late, and the real aim of the YERIONT! Reports
came to nothing.

WIRSING was the man chosen by SCHELLENBERG to produce
the "EGHMONT" Reports. His rclations with SCHELLENBERG in this
connection have been admirably swamed up in Liquidation Report
No 6, Counter-Intelligence War Room, dated 9 Oct 45:=-

"The csscntial conception of SCHELLENBERG's int
service was the proparation by Amt VI of a properly
coordinated swmary of political int from all
availablke sowrces; and SCHELLENBERG to achieve
that ond did not hesitete to go beyond the recognised
organisation of Amt VIe.... A striking exanple is
his use¢ of Dr WIRSING in the preparation of the
"LGMONT" Reports, Dr WIRSING was a Jjournalist and
author of note whose grasp of political affairs
SCHELLENBERG ruch admired. He was, however, in no
sense an fmt VI offr or agent. But SCHELLENBERG,
recognising his ability (Note: and also a kindred
nmentality and political ambition) decided that

- VIRSING, with his wide knowledge of political
affairs and his trsining as a political writer, was
better fitted for the task he had in wmind than any
At VI offr, and did not hesitate to invite WIRSING
to prepire reports on political mattcrs for Amt VI
The rerarkable foature is that VIRSING was given
access to all Ant VI material likely to be of -
assistunce to him. With this naterial at his
disposal WIRSING preparcd reports on various
aspects of political importance which were in
turn passed to the Zentral BlYro (of Amt VI) for
further distribution as the "Egmont Berichte'".
SCHELLENEERG had calculated in this way to have
these reports, which attempted to be a true assess~
ment of a deteriorating situation, passed through
HIMMIER to HITLER with the hope that the foreign
policy of the Reich would be framed to meet
recalities which HITLER would not face,

Origin of Nanw

v

In 1942, Prisoner, while a war-correspondent in RUSSIA,
produced a memorandun for AQOK IV severely criticising the German
adm in occupied RUSSI. This memo reached HITLER, or, at any
rate, his immediate entourape, and Prisoner was considered a
carping critic for his remarks, Prisoner, furthermore, had a
long=-stending disagreement with GOEBBELS and the Propaganda
Ministry and had also personally offended RIBBENTROP by refusing
to take over the Infm Sec of the Ausw Amt in 1941 (see Appendix B).
In order, therefore, not to prejudice thc value of the Amt VI
reportvs, it was agreed by SCHELIENBERG that they should appear
anonymously as "TCGMONT" Reports. E@IONT refers to a quotation
from GORTHE's "BCMOFT": "It is not meet to oppose the king, yet
one must stand in the way of the kinz who takes the first unfortunate
stgps along the wrong path", "Eing" obviously is not a véry
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subtle ellusion to HITLER, while it speaks against Prisoner's
acumen that he should consﬂ.cr that HITLER made the first
mistakes in autumn L;ly.

It was a condition of Prisoner's verbal agreement .
with SCHELLENBERG that HITLER, GOEBBELS, RIBEENTROP and BORMANN
should in no circumstances be informed of his activities as
TEGMONT ", In case of inquiry, SCHELLEWBIRG would cleim
authorship himgell, but no query of this naturc ever arose,
The following persons were awere that Prisoner was the author
of "EQMONT":  HIM:IER, KiLTENBRUNMER, the Gruppenchefs of 4mt VI,
the staff of the Zentralbliro of Aut VI, KRIMER(by special
permission of SCHELLENBIRG), TROTT zu SOLZ and Dr Alexander
WERTH (both of the Kul Pol Abt of Ausw Amt).

Prisoner's Relaiions with SCHELLEI\’BERG

In early 44, Prisoner's friend, TROTT zu SOLZ, mentioned
in the course of political discussions, that SCI—ELT.EITHDRG was,
for an SS Gen, a "reasonable" wan, and might be . o useful contact,
He, TROTT, would arrange a wmecting between Frisoner and
SCHELLENBER G- TROTT was executed for his part in the 20 July
plot, but he had already arranged for a mecting and through
SCHELLENBERG's adjutant, SCHMITZ Prisoner met SCHELLENBERG for
a drink at the Hotel Adlon in Sep 4. SCHELLENBERG told
Prisoner thet he had read, and agreed with, Prisoner's most
recent book "Das Zeitalter des Ikaros', which contained some
velled criticisms of HITLER, Prisoner then plunged into &
long talk on the political situation; the gist of which hinted
that the war was lost, and that in order to get the best terms,
GERM/NY rnust meke peace now, while she still had some tangible
assets with which she could bargain, cg a partially effective
Wehrmacht and occupied territories. Furthermore, prolongation
of the war would cause further necdless destruction in GERMANY
and possibly dangerous internal political repercussions. SCHEIL-
EINBERG asked Prisoner whether he was aware thet his views were
opposed to HITLER's, Prisoner repliced that he had no infm as to

. what HITIZR's views richt be, but asked whether HITLER had access

to reports which might enable him to form a dispassionate, objective
judgenent. © . SCHELLENBERG did no%t answer directly, but asked

Prisoner whethsr he would be prepared to undertake the evaluation
of all international material from Amt VI special sowces, for use
at highest level, From this discussion the “E@ONT" Reports were
initiated., ' _

In the following months, Prisoner remained in closest
contact with SCHELLENBERG, and became, in fact, his political
adviser, Prisoner made it clear to SCHEILENEERG that he would

- not consent to become an official of Aut VI, or even agree to work

in the Amt VI offices. SCHELLENEERG therefore instructed his
Zentralblro that every day the relevant Amt VI files should be
sent to Prisoner's flat; these were collected again next day and
a new batch delivered. This somewhat peculiar ‘arrangement seemns

to have functioned satisfactorily, and saved Prisoncyt the trouble
of wrestling with adm routine.

About once a- wwk or once a fortnight - accorddng to the

general situation - Prluoner visited SCHELLENBERG =t his @fflce,

and they spent an afternoon going through the draft 'W‘GMON‘T" Report
which Prisoner had brought with him, SCHELLENBERG rarely rpade any
ma jor alteratlons, and Prisoncr toalf thls opportun:.ty to raise
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specific points which could only be briefly touched on in .the
reports, on which he considcered SCHELLENBERG should take action
(sec para 11).

Prisoner 's knowledge of GIS

Frisoner claims that his knowledge of GIS org and
personalities was slight, and that although he had access to
GIS material, he con51dercd himself an outsider and abstained from
closer inquiry. Prisoncy denies having any knowledge of GIS
nethods of obtaining int from abroad, He claims to have been
aware of the cxistence of the KOs, but denies knowledge of details.
There is no reason to disbelieve Prisoner on this point, since
extensive knowledge of the GIS org was not nocessary for the
production of EGHMONT Reports.

4t the beginning of Prisonsr's collaboration with fmt VI,
SCHELLENBERG gave Prisoner a gencral outlince of the GIS, and
specifically of the Amt VI org, without disclosing int methods.
Prisoner stotes that as a jouwrnalist, he had hitherto had a low
opinion of the c¢fficicency of the GIS, and was surprised by the
quality of infm available, SCHELLENBERG introduced Prisoner
to the heads of his Gruppcn, and Prisoner recalls meeting Standf
SLNDEERGIK, Standf STEING, Ostubaf PHFRGEN, Ostuf CLASSEN, Maj
OHLETZ and Oberfeldrichtor SCHEN, - SANDBERGER later explained
to Prisoner the intiurnal adm of ant VI, . When fmt VI evacuated
to BLAVARTA in spring 45, Prisoner met Stubaf OHLBRUCK, Obst BUNTROCK
and Ostubaf DAUFELD.

Contents of Reports -

Prisoncr claims that aftor a year's inprisonment, his
memory is beginning to fail, and he is thercfore wnable to
reconstruct the contents of his reports. Hc states, on the
other hand, that he wrote o falrly complete swmary of his
reports while he was in /merican captivity, and could certainly
not improve on it. It is not believed that Prisoner is cvading
the issue on this point; to reconstriuct the twelve or thirtcen
reports after this lapse of time would certainly be a feat of
RCMOTY, Por the sake of completeness, Prisoner's previous
reconstruction of the "EGMONT" Reports, taken from the DUSTBIN
Report, IN FIL.T EP 324~82 (WIRSING) dated 18 Jan 46, is reproduced
below: -

(NOTE:  The reports are summarisced month by month, as Prisoner claims
thet he could not remember which cvcnts were treated in each
separate report)

"October 1944,

ROOSEVELT's and CHURCHILL's QUERIC Conference resudts in
the renewed determination for victory in Europe before the Far
Eastern victory. Considerable disagreements with RUSSIA as
evinced by the decreased leasg~lend deliveriecss No oo=ord-
ination of inglo-fimerican and Russian conduct of wax, This,
however, may not be interpreted to indicate that an open con-
flict between the two groups can be expected before GERMANY's
defeat, It means that there will be a race for BERLIN. As
the stabilization of tho German front in the West has come as
a surprise to RISENHOWER and MONTGOMERY, an opportunity presents
itself for initiating ncgotiations with the Western Powers™.
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(In one of the first reports, Prisoner ncmfioned Christmas
LL as the last date by which contract would have to be made
with ZISENHOWVER, any latcr date would lessen GEBRMANY 's
chances ).

"Roverber 4.

STALIN's first turning ageinst JiP.N demonstrates
that RUSSIAL is sensitive to fnerican pressure in the matter
of dcliverivs (ST/LIN's speech at the beginning of Nov
shortly before the ROOSTVELT elcctions)., - Everything
indicates thot the Far East problem is in the foreground
of imcrican politics (regardlcss of the QUEBEC agreement ).
ROOSEVELT uses nogotiaiions for deliveries as a neans to
obtain Russian participetion in the Far Dast war, urgently
demanded by public opinion in the United States. STALIN's
speech 1s the first concession in this respect. By
virtue of her sphinx-like behaviour in the Far East, RUSSIA
holds the koy to the goncral situation. GERMANY may fear
that the imericans will trade Itussian concessions in the
Far East problem for concessions rade to the Russlan view-
point on Europc and particularly on GERMANY, Thercfore,
the need for carly ncgotiations with DISENHOWER becomes
otill mnore uryg ent Thoso nccotiations nake sense only

wthh of ncccss1tv thc Europcan and Far Eastern prdblems
arc bcing balanced. :

"In ENGLAND no vitel intsrest in this horse-trading of
the two others., Great internal tension over foreign policy,
by which EDEN hiisclf is affected. The inner circle of
the Tories is vitally intorested not to have the Russian
influence in Europe Lucone too prepondcrating, since this
would be in contradicticn to t.e¢ polioy of balance of power,
The first contact of this influential Tory circle with the
Conscrvative Roman Catholic forces cverywhere in Europe.

In this conncction especially important the role of BIDAULT,
who raintains vory close contact not only with the Vatican
but alsc in ENGL/ID with pcrson?lltlcs like VOIGT and others.
Important in this connection CHURCHILL's visit 1& PARIS on
11 Nov (Plans for #cstern Block)."

. "Importance of this also rucogniscd in MOSCOW, hence
invitation to DE GAULLE and BIDAURT to come to MOSCOW; this
ceme as a decided surprise during CHURCHILL's ‘presence in ’
PLRIS™, ;

. . "There renains a sllghf chance for GERMANY‘to nake contact
Wlth,thﬁSQ cireles,, espcclally as,. Amt VI has, contacts with
BRUNING through ¢ SWITZERTAND,

(NOTE: Prisoner had met BRONING in- 1932, but clalms that he
had not kept contact with him, When TROTT and Prisoner were
looking for = suitable figurchead for a new Government,
BRUNING's name was mentioncds  TROTT then said that he was
in contact with BRUNING through, Prisoner 1 :lieves, an
American who was working at the Internsaticr.ul Bank in BASLE,
and Anton BOHM, of the nusw fmt, was also in correspondence
through another source. SCHELLENBERG himself had another
personal contact to BRUNING through SWITZERLAND, but.nothing
further is known to Prisoncr. Prisoner cannot. say how far
BRUNING was aware of devclopments inside GERMANY, but thinks
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"thet, up to 20 July, he was kept informed by TROTT. )

~ "In the following is given the pivotal point (Note 1
below) of tue entire serics of E@IONT reports:  The
Catholic and Conservative Ving cennot possible negotiate
with GERMANY without first ¢stablishing preliminary
conditions in internal politics. The attenpt to
capitulate only in the West pre-supposes the establishment
of corresponding preliminary conditions:-

a) in the Roman Catholic problems,

b) in the Jewish problenn (Note 2, below),

¢) 1in the policy in the territories still
occupied, especially in DEMIZARK and NORW.Y.

Unless this is donc, GGR:ZNY is unable to negotiate even
with those circles in ENGLAND and [MERICA which view with
disfavour so great a Sovietl preponderance in EUROFE.
Reference to utterances in this sonse by the American
DULLES in SWITZERLAND, and by fAmericans in LISBON. "

“(Nots 1: The main point, ie HITLER's resignation or
rermoval could naturally not be included by SCHELLENBERG
cxpressis verbis in the report. It was made evident

by the above-mentioned preliminary conditions, which
HITLER would never heve been able to fulfil, and HIMMLER
naturally only as a transitional solution for quite
different forces. Thercfore, in the last EGMONT report,

the proposal was made to ask BRUNING to form the new
government )"

"(Note 2: Neither HITLER nor HIMMLER wnderstood the
above-mentioned reasoning. The only result was that
SCHELLENBERG began negotiations with a member of the
Swiss Council (Ex-president MUSY) - for the purpose of
freeing Jews who were still in Germen hands; this was.
latsr stopped by HITLER, The second conseguence was
the granting of a few small concessions to DENMARK and
NORWAY and to some of the French who had been arrested;
these concessions werc, however, nullified by the
Gestapo, )"

"Deceber 19l

In MOSCOW anti-Japancse propaganda sontinues to be
nmoderates  The main problem of imerican-Russian relations
still remains opén. So long as this is the case there
remains the infinitesimal chancc of saving the unity of
GERMANY under hAnglo-iycrican occupation, On the other
hand the rcsult of DE GAULLE's and BIDAULT's visit in
MOSCOW is a renewed defecat for the Tories, RUSSIA
demonstrates by this that she too insists on speaking
decisively in Western European natters, Infm indicates
that no final agreement has yct been reached on the
problem of tie German zoncs beyond the decisions reached
in TEHERAN. GERMANY rnwust take advantage of this
before it happens, In JAP.N first inklings of a move 1o
form a gabinet for peace negotictions under KONOYE, "
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"Battle of thce Bulge Intcrrupts Reports

With the beginning of the LUXEMDURG offensive the
recports are interrupted for a while in order to awalt
the rosults, When Prisoner heard of this plan a short
while before, he told SCHELLENBERG that all chances
which still existed would be ruined if the offensive
was not a huge success, something which could hardly be
expocted, SCHILLENBERG said that no-one could dissuade
HITLER from this plan. He gave Prisoner to understand
that HIMMLER wes too undecided to act openly against
HITLER - although SCHELLENDERG, toc, clearly saw that
that moment offered irrevocably the laast chance,

"Beginning January.1945

The LUXEMBURG offensive, though not absolutely
decisive, has been relatively successful in that the
imerican deployrment hes beenconsiderably disturbed for
sonie tine and in that GERMANY has proved that it still
Gxists, It is all t e more important now to draw the
political consequence from this, especially since

“everything indicates en carly conference of the.Big
Three, This is repeated wgently at the ¢nd of
Januarys, In the meantime, the great Russian offensive
has, as could be foresecn, ruined the preliminery
conditions which were the basis of the EGMONT reports
of October, Novenber and December (Renewcd interruptions
of the reports)",

'End of Pebruary 1945

Detailed analysis of the YALT. confercnce (this ‘report
is in American hands). Prisoncr compared, all the items
which had comne to his knowlcdge and on which an agroement
had been reached with those which had remained unsettleds
The result of the report: - 4 final accord, as GERMANY had
feared for somc¢ time, has bech reached between the Allies,
Preswably it also covers, in prlnclplc, the Far East
problci.  GERMANY 's lost chande is gone for the realisation
of the plan submitted in auturn 1944, (In fact the
preliminary conditions in intérnal politics, which were

" indispensable, had not been £6lfilled.) There can no
longer be any hope of o geparate inglo=jmorican poliey,
not even with regard to capitulation."

March 1945

The last reports dealt with the opposition in ENGLAND
to parts of the YALT. decisions (the Polish question).  They
gave, however, only a condenscd picture of the general
situation. The last report recommended the voluntary
dissolution of the NSDLP and the appeal to BRUNING to form
a new Reich Covernment. " : '

10. Sources of "EGMONT ' Reports

Since the "EQIONT" Reports were essentially political
reports, much of Aat VI's specialised infn was of no interest to
Prisoner, or served merel: as conf'irmation, in detail, of the
general trend already known to him, Under this heading falls
all rilitary and most industrial inte Purthermore, since Prisoney
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was an outsider in /nit VI he mede it a point of etiquette not to
inquirc into the sources of the infry Lestly as an experienccd
foreign commentator, Prisoner had acquired, ower ths years, a
thorough knowledge of foreign affairs which @ontinued to serve
hin for his interpretation of broad policy.

a) Basic Material

Material drowm from sources not connected with the GIS:-

(L) Intcrnationsl News lgencics (Reuter, UP,AP,INS,TiaSS,ct0).

The DNB provided a Gerrman translation of all
messages sent by the International News Agencies, which
came to about 200 pagus a day.,  Sccurity grading was
"Secret", Similearly, they also provided a nonitoring
service of fordign broedcasting stations. Prisoner
received these forsign news summaries as political
commentator for "Signel, Prisoner's secretaries
undertook the preliminary sifting of this bulky material,

(ii) American and British Papers and lagazines, eg the
airmail edition of "The Times', Previously most of
this material had come via LISBON, but now Prisoner had
to rely on the somwhat limited supply from STOCKHOLM,

(iii)Reports from (ierman Embassies in Neutral Countries.

Ls a political writer of repute, Prisoner, over the
years, had {ormed a nunber of personal contacts with
high~ranking Ausw int officiale, fromn whom he received
occasionally infr. and guidancc rogarding the trend of
foreign affairs, and who showed him, privately, reports
sent in by the Embassies in SWEDEN, SWITZERL:AND, SPAIN
and FORTUGAL. During the period of the "EGIONT" Reports
his riost important contacts werc no lomger available
(eg TROTT zu SOLZ had been executed in sumrer 4k for his
part in the 20 July plot), but Frisoner consulted the
following: - '

Dr SIX ' Head of Infm Sec, Ausw Amt, SIX did

NOT show Prisoner conf'idantial reports.,
Dr Alexander Infm Sec, ausw Amt,. ‘Prisoner's main
WERTH contact at the time. Provided Ausw

it roports regarding the Western Allies.

Leg Rat BRAUN Far Fast Sec, Ausw Amt, Provided infm
on the Far Tast.

Dr Anton BOMEM Vatican Referat, Provided infm on
Roman Catholic affairs.

C (saf KRIMER Embassy, STOCKHOLM. In parentheses,

< : KREMER should be added to this list.
KR'MER was aware that Prisoner had
difficulty in obtaining access to
Lusw Amt reports, many of which were
circulating at the Embassy in STOCKHOLM.
KREMER made a practice of abstracting
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infm he thought might interest
Prisoner, and forwarding it via
the 4imt VI courier service to
BERLIN with the prefix "“for
EGMONT", The nessages were
passed on to Prisoncr by MaJ
OHLETZ of Mil C, without going
through normal channels.)

Prisoner states that Embassy reports were in general
interesting only for what they failed to report,

(iv) German Personalities from Abroad

Prisoner had a very wide circle of acquaintances,
rmany of whom were abroad as foreipn correspondents for
Gerrian papers. Whenever theosc returned to GERMANY
they made a habit of calling on him and exchanging news.
Prisoner recalls having spoken to the following during
the "EGIONT" period:- '

U e Journalists: SELIGO (,_,/’ Correspondent for DINATAG in

LISBON. Saw Prisoner in winter
4 in BERLIN,

mon TOGGENBURG Iormer MNN correspondent in
STOCKHOLM and personal friend
of Frisoner's. TOGGENBURG was
fairly frequently in GERMANY
and excecllently informed,

SCHMITZ MNN correspondent in TURKEY.

PORZGEN Correspondent of "Frankfurter
Zeitung" in SOFIA, formerly in
FOSCOW and TANGIER,

o+ v Diplomats: DIECKHOFF  fmbassador in SPALIN; on leave

R in GEIMANY in Nov 44, A close
rersonal friend of Prisoner,
and well-informed on Anglo-
Linerican matters.

RAHN Ambassador in IT:LY. Also a
personal friend of Prisoner,
Prisoner nict hinm three times
during this period:-

Aw*EZ Ly Prisoner visited RLHN
in FASANO to ask him to intesvene
on behalf of TROTT zu SOLZ.

Nov 4LkL: Prisoner introduced RAHN
to SCHELLFNBERGe  Prisoner hoped

that RAHN night be induced to put

out pcace feclers for SCHELLENBERG
through DUILES in SWITZERLAND,

and also act as Amt VI informant,

Trisoncr denies that RAHN agreed to .
collaborate with SCHEULENBERG.



Deo 44:  Prisoner met RAHN in
TURZBURG to discuss FiHN's

Vatican contacts, and the Nazi
attitude towards Roman Catholiciam,
which Prisoncr hoped to modif'y.

He wished peace feelers to be

sent out through RAHN's Vatican
contacts.

Von PAPEN Lrbassador in TURKEY. Prisoner
not von PAPEN in BERLIN after the
latter's return fron TURKEY in
autunn 4.

Travellers:
Prof SCHMITZ Internec repatriated from US.;
until the war head of the Deutsche
- rkadernie in NEW YORK.
Frau BOVERI inother repatriate from USA4;
nerber of the BROWN-BOVERI familys

(v) Foreign Fersonalities

Prisoner denlos that during this timc he met any
foreigners of notc. He rccalls, howevay, having some
discussions with two meribcrs of the Japanese Embassy
in BERLIN, regarding the political situation in the
Par Bast:=

USHIDA First ( ) Sceretary at Japanese

Erbassy.
£dry KOSHIMA Naval Attache at Japancse Enbassy.

b) Ant VI Material

Amt VI material, taken by itself, was nuch too- limlted in .
scope to allow Prisoner to draw from it the extonsive summeries
required for his reports, but it was valuable in that it

suppliced concrete proofs and uubstantlatcd in many details,
his conclusions.

(1) Monitoring Rcports (Scchausdienst)

Valunble as supplementary naterial to the Imternational.
News ALgencies reports (sec above),. Owing to the paucity of
material about the USSR, the Russian sec of this report was
speoially useful.

(ii) A3t VI Daily Reports (Tagesbericht)

(NOTE: ©Prisoncr has been questioned on SCHELLENBERG' s
statement that the Daily Lieports also went under the cover-
name of “EGMONT" Reports. Prisomer states +this must be a
misunderstanding;  he claims that only his reports were
known, by. this name, ) '
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The Daily Reports recorded, in brief excepts or
swwaries, all the important messages which had cone
in Quring the preceding day, but co-ordination and '
eval@ation of these messages were not attempted, eg
fron BEISBERG (good connections in Roman Catholic
circles, rilitary infr must be accepted with reserve),
Origin of source was not indicated, The Daily
Reports ran to six to twelve pagcs, and contained
military routine material, eg shipping reports from
GIBRALTIR, tactical reports from FAKs, troop movements,

“chains of comd cte of enemy armies, Prisoncy was not

intcrested in this type of int, but looked for items
of political int which somctimes were found anong
these messages,

Prisoncr states that he does not remewmber the cover-
nanesof these sources, except the following, which
provided him with the only valuable political int

‘matcrlal -

.y , |
Cowe 1 JOSEPHINE: Provided excellent political sitreps,

gspecially on the Western Allies.
LISBERC: Infr about Roman Catholic matters. .
HECTOR: l&dyainly a mil and industrial source.

"1uNDER: G4 SCHELLENBERG's private source in

S LISBON. Through this source
SCHELLENBERG obtained an imerican
contact (through DULLES 2) and
reccived infr: about internal
fmerican polltlcal personalltles.

\D Je
Another exccllent source for
political int on Western Powers.

At

1
4

Far Bast Mil C ran three agcnts in the Far
Sources: East (SHANGHAI ?), who also seemed

well-informed politically; one of
these was known as BORODIN. They
reported on peacc feelers by JAPAN
to reach o settlement with CHIANG
KA SHER, the political situation in
CHINA and of'ten good material about
Soviet industry and thc squipment of
Sovict armies in SIBERIA. Once there
was also a report on a secret mceting
of Japanesc and Russian delegates in
SIBERIA,

Prisoner admits that he was aware that JOSEPHINE and

HECTOR were XRAMER sources, but claims that he deliberately

abstained frua trying to #ind out further details. Soue
JOSEPHINE political int messages carried the prefix
"EGMONT" and were passcd to Prisoner directly they reached
fmt VI,  Prisoner knows nothing about the OSTRO source,
except that the infm came through SPAIN.

Under this hsading fall also thc memos of SCHELLENBERG
on conversations he had with personalities of int interest.
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Prisoner rocalls two’ such maros, onc on a conversation
with adm KOSHIMNA of the Japancse Embassy in BERLIN,

" the other on conversations with lLIUSY.

(iii) Apents' Original licssages

For Prisoncr's purposcs, the nost important
ard relieblc political int wes contained in the
JOSEPHINE and O3TRO (messagess He also rerwmbers
the following: -

V-tian JLKOB: Apparently in close contact with
the Swiss IS, and also gore contact
~ with DULLES in BERNE. Prisoner
believes that JAKOB mey have been
an agent run dircectly by SCHELLENDERGs

Contact with Spanish Foreign Office

i cortain amount of material from the
Spanish Foreign Office was availables
‘Prisoner remerbers several officiel )
Spenish reports regerding the political
situation i TURKEY. He €an give no:
infri as to how this matcrial was obtained,
cg whether it was passed on by the
Spaniards, or stolen from ‘Spanish Forelgn
Offi0€ flles. y

Roran Gatholic Sour,cc;

4goin; Prisoner can give nothing but the
vaguest infr, Some of this material was
reliabale, sone of it pure invention,_

The only source Prisoner can recall is

a V-man; ClCSanated by a number, whose,
no doubt ukwitting, informénts included
the Prior 'of the SCHEYERN Monastery in
D4VERTL and the Bishop of LJUBLJANA in
SLOVENTA,

Frenoch Source fron SWITZERLAND

4L privatc sourcc of SCHELLENBERG'S
reporting ebout thé internal political
difficulties of ¥ GAULLE and his
relations with BIDAULT. This source
reported at great length on the
sisnificance of IR GAULLE's visit to .
MOSCOW, winter 5. Prisoner believes -
this infn may have come fyam gomeone close
to BONMET, then living in SWITZERLAND.

Chinese Source in SWITZERLAND

A private source of SCHELLENBERG'S, from
which he obtained at the time thex
sensational disclosure -about the YALTA
Confercnce, that the Russians had agted
as Inteérmcdiaries in introducing Japgnese
representatives to STETTINIUS. Prisomwer
still thinks this infu is of doubtful

- I‘blldblllty.
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USA ) There werc No “ocnts' reports.
GREAT BRITAIN There were NO agents' reportss In the
- Daily Tieport there was; however,
occasional mention of the effects of

V-wecapons; novements of froops, etc,

" (iv) Decoding Dept of OKW (Chi-Berichte)

Lt VI received translations of diplomatie
tclegrams in cipher which had been broken. These
were specially useful to Prisoncr, since they oontained
facts which ho could test against his owvn conjectures.
Ther¢ was no continuity of coverage, nor did they
reveal any startling ncws, The infr: was nesessarily
scrappy, but Prisoner recollccts messages from the
following Embassics: -

Turkish fAmbassador in MOSCOW to his Government.
This was the only complete caverage available, Messages
indicated the extrcme pressurc which the USSR :
~continually brought to boar on TURKEY.

Bulgarian Arbassador in MOSCOW to his Government.
Reported rmainly on cvents in the UJLKnNS, espoclially
develonnents in GHIECE.

Japanese AdbaSQador in MOSCOW to his Government,
Ocoasional telegrams wero deciphered which indieated
clearly that the Japonesc were having incrdsing
difficulties in maintaining friendly relations with the
USSR, Through this source came confi¥mation from an
Lt VI Far Bast V-mnan regarding e secret neeting of
Japanege and Russian euissaries sonecwhere in SIBERIA,

(NOTE: Prisoner hag becn pressed on the accéuracy of

his statement, in vicw of CLASSEN's claim that OKW/Chi III
was unable to break thce Japancse code, although in
possession of the Basic Jepnncse code-book (CSDIC(UEA)
Final Report 85 on CLASSEN, dﬂpendix c, para 1, dated

27 Jul 45. Prisoner ncverthcless maintains Hhis

~ contention. )

ambassador HARRTIAN in MOSCOW to the Statc Dept
on Russgo~Polish relations,

Polish mission in JERUS.LEM to Polish Govt in
LONDON, Continuous covera:c of revorts on developuents
in BALKANS and No/R BAST, sspocially BLAS rising: .

Bulgarian Envoy in SWITZERLAND to his Government.
Reported on BALKALN offairs and attitude of Western
Powers towards BALK/ANS.

. American missions in BALKANS. Reported on
cifficulties with Russians,

CORDELL HULL to US Embassy FiRIS, Anmounced
the . arrival of imbassador CAFFERY.

British Codesi Frisoner does not recollect. seeing
apy intercept from a British code.
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(v) Eveluated material from /mt VI Gruppen

This consisted mostly of the reports by the _
verious Gruppen concerning either their geographical

sphere &s = whole, or detailed snelysis of a specific
‘point. :

Surniary of activities in SOUTH AMERICL; monthly
reports on' the FAR EAST.  For exanple, the Far Last
Referat prepared a nonthly report on events in the
F/R E43T. ‘Other reports concerned the effect of
V-wocapons in the UK, British politicel pressure on
TURKEY, character-sketches of new political foreign
personalitics and an amalysis of the imerican elections.

. - Surring up all the sources of infm aveilable to him,
risoner concludcs that on the whole, only the JOSEPHINE
sh é;yPnd OSTRO Reports were genuine and reliable rolitcal int.
It wes, therefore, Prisoner's practice, before cocﬁittlng
to paper his own analysis of important political
developrients, to await the JOSEPHINE and OSTRO telegramis
on this point, which, however, agreed generelly with his
“own views, Thus, in the matter of the YiLT4 Conference,
apart from the international ncews releases and radio
comments, Prisgoner received infm from three sources:-

SCHELLEMBERG's private Chinese source, repor ting smerican-

Jepancse peace negotiations, This ncws was treated Wlth
reserve, and Prisoncr awaited confirmation,

5\9 Q@STRO geve a full and reliable report on the YALTA
- Conference about ten days later;  there was no mention
of the Japanese envoys. o
 JOSEPHINE  (KRMER through ONOIER. in STOCKHOLM) reported
about a week abter 0STRO; this was the riost reliable of
all three, = There wos no mention of the Japenese envoys,

There were NO WT intofcepts on YALT..

‘Distribution

Draf't Reports handed in by Prisoner to SCHELLENBERG af ter
final discussions were hcaded "EGMONT Berichte", and were passed out
on the authority of K/LTENBRUNNER, Prisoner is unable to say
whether KALTENBRUNNER made any corrections before they left the
RSHA. The reports were then retyped in special "Fdhrer-type™

“ san especially large tijWTlter) on RSHA VI paper and headed

AUssenpolitische Loageberichte™, . (Prlsoner claims he only glanced'
at one¢ such final copy and is not certain of the exact phraseology. )

With each copy Went a note from KALTENBRUNNER, soying: "Herewith the
latest report from imt VI'. . .

" Bxternal distribution was as follows: =

One copy to FEGELEIN for HITLER.
One copy to HEWEL, susw smt LO at FHQ, HEWEL had given

a wrlttcn undertaking that he would not show these reports
WIBBENTROP,

Onu copy to HIMMIER. '
One copy to SEYSS-INQUART (a personal friend of EADTENBRUNNER)
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Internal RSHA Distribution of "EGMONT" Reports wes:-

One copy to KALTENBRUNNER. '

Sevaeral copies kept by SCHELLENDERG, who may have given them
to various persons at his discretion, For ingtance Ogruf
LORENZ read many of the reports and Prisoner believes that
SCHELLENBERG circulatcd them anong hls Gruppenlelters.

One copy kept by Prisoner.

12, sddenda to "EGMONT!" Reports

Lis & rule, each "EGMONT", Report contained a short addendum,
in the form «f o privatc aide-memoire for SCEELLENBERG. In it
Prisoner raised specific points at greater length than was possible
in a political swivey; . these points were the result of the several:
hours' discussion Frisoncr had with SCHELLENBERG before the publication
of each "EGMONT" Report. During these discussions, especially in the
later stages, SCHELLENBERG and Prisoner openly discussed what could
be donc to end the war in the light of the existing situation, and any
conicrete measure which might contribute to that end was touched on
during the discussions, eg the MUSY negotiations to release the Jews
from the concentration camps (oim: favourably influencing world
opinion towards GERMANY); negctiations for the release of Danish
police and Denish Jews froi céncentration camps; release of five
Swedes sentenced to death in the WARSAW trials (aim: to win the
goodwill of SWEIEN as a prercquisite for SWELEN's services as ’
1nturncdlary in peace neootiutlons ;s reversal of Gauleiter's HOFER's
adical anti-Catholic policy in AUSTRI: (aim: to maintein what
Prlsoncr considered the vital goodwill of Vatican circles, through
whory peace feelers were also ottcnptcd), Thege were all relativeky
snall points which SCHELLENBERG could bring up in the course of his
interviews with HIMMIER, who in turn might c¢ither give the desired
instructions on his own responsibility or try and obtain HITILER's
sanction at a convenient opportunity. The aide-mernoires were
essentially briefs for SCHELLENBERG, stating the problem and
reoormending action to be taken,  Through ther SCHELLENBERG, in
fact, became the nmouth-piece of Prisoner, and Prisoner was gratified .
by the influence he could excrcise without assuming public responsibility;

Destruction of '"EGMONT" Reports

Prisoner has been interrogated at some length on this point,
He prof'esses ignorance.as to the whereabouts of any of the reports
distributed through fmt VI His own personnl copies, he clgims, were
destroyed in the last days of Abr 45. Pressed for details on the
alleged destruction, Prisoner slightly modified the version he gave
previously, and now states the following:-

When fmt VI evacuated to BAVARIA in spring /45, Prisoner, with
four or five other imt VI officials, was living in BAD HEILBRUNN. . There
Prisoncr met Ostubaf DAUFELD of /mt VI, who had recently been expelled
from SWITZERL/ND for int activities for /imt VI. DAUFELD introduced
Prisoner to his father-in-law, GUT, the owner of the Hotel Kaiserhof in
BAD TOLZ. GUT agreed to let Prisomner use the safe in his hotel, and
the "EGMONT" Reports were dcposited there, since Prisoner did not wish
to have them ip hie billet. . Prisoner states that Gul and Frau DAUFELD
knew only that "the yellow folder" contained secret state documents;
Ostubaf DAUFELD was aware that it contained the "EGMONT" Reports.
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From 29 ipr to 2 May 45 Prisoner was in FLENSBURG (see
sppendix C). During this time, BLD TOLZ was overrun by imerican
troops. ‘Ostubef DAUFELD was in hiding at the tine, but before -
he lcft he gave instructions to his wife and father-in-law not to
let the "yellow folder" fall into enc:y hands. Shortly before
the smericans arrived, GUT and Frau DiUFELD burned these reportis.
Prisoner learned these facts from DAUFELD himself, who was later
arrested by the Americans, and together with Prlsoner was at
PREISING, 3rd US irmny Intcrrcgntlon Contre,

i, fPew days after Prisoner's return from FLENSBURG, in.
the first week of May &5, Prisoner's secretary,. Frau Hennelore
R.HM, went to BAD TOLZ and learned that the documents had been
destroyed. She related this to Prisoner, and it was from her
that he first knew of their destruction. .Prisoner ingists that
when he left for TFLENSDURG, he gave NO instructions to anyone
what to do with the reports in the case of imerican occupation.

Two_Reports believud captured

Prisoner believes that two rcports have been captureds
4t beg Jun 45, Frisoner was interrogated at FREISING by Capt
FLEX, US .Jrxuy, who told him that the "EGMONT" Report about
YALTA had been found among documents seized at SEYSS-INQULRT's HQ.
Later, in Dec 45, Lt FITTELBERGER told Frisoner in OBERURSEL that
another copy had recently Been found.

Prisoner 's helations with Kﬂﬂhﬁﬁglb\

'KRIBER, through his JOSEPHINE Reports, was Prisoner's
rost important source for the "EQIONT' Reports. Purthermore,
KREMER was the only int agent porsonally knovn to Prisoner. His
relations with KRMWR may thereforc be of interest.

Frisoncr mnde KRIMIE's acguaintance in Mar or Apr 4.3,
when KRIMER called on Prisontr in BERLIN with a letter of
introduction from TOCCENBURG. As a polltlcal Journalist Prisoner
always welconcd an cxchange of . infi: with wcell-informed persons
from abroad, although this had become more difficult since the
war. Even during KRIWER's first visit it was evident that he
was extremely well informed, cspecially about political trends in
the UK and US:i. IRAMER introduced himself as o member of the
German Zrbassy in STOCKHOLM, and Prisoner esked him to. call again
on his next visit to ZERLIN. KRAMER af terwards called regularly
on Prisoner whenever he heppened to be in BERLIN, which was usually
about once a month 'r every sir weeks, The two men became personal
Priends, since ‘they found their poiicicel outlook to be very similar,
and they had systematic discussions covering all aspetis of the
international situation, eg the military situation, political trends
aong Axis and Allied powers, the role of the chief political
personalitics, Allied intentions, strategy, etc. Prisoner states
that before the war, he was accustoried to have many such discussions
with other, °1m110r1y well-informed persons, mostly journslists or
rembers of the Ausw imt, Now, however, there remained only TROTT
zu SOLZ and Albrecht HAUSHOFER (both executed after the 20 July plot),
KRIMER's infm, for him, was therefore specially valuable, since
this infm, especially his knowledge of "the UK; was apparently baséd
on facts and not on surmise and conjccture.

At first, KRAMER did not mention his duties. in STOCKHOEM.
if'ter some time, he hinted that they were in connection with the GAF
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'Pﬂhrungsstub, and about a year ﬁftcr their first meeting, he told
Prisoner he wes a nclbkr of the  fLbw. Prisoner claims that he

studiously avoided inguiring 1nto details or questioning KRIMER
about the sources of his infra

Prisoner claims that until audumn 4 he made no use of

the political int he heard from KRMMER. He stoutly maintains that

as a journalist and political writer, it was his Job and ambition
to be well-informad; the f .ct that he was then workipg in a

minor capacity on the propaganda journal "Signal', for which this
infm was unnecessary, was 1rrelcvunt. KRIMER 's conversations
corroborated Frisoner's growing conviction that GERMANY was losing

the wer, and that an early negotiatcd peace with the 'Western Powers

was the only way out, & conviction shared by, eamong others, KRIMER
himself and TROTT zu SOLZ, who was also working towards that .end.

~ When Prisoncr began his career as "EGMONT" hc told
SCHELLENBERG that he knew KRIMER, and - asked permission to make use
of KRMMER directly, IKRIMER told Prisoner that the JOSEPHINE
reports came via g Swedish 'source, and their conversations now
included operational and mil questions, en which subject KREAMER
_had hitherto shown a certain reserve. ‘But Prisoner still did
NOT question KRAMER cbout his sources of infi. - PFrom time to tine,
Prisoncr esked KRIGER for confirriation or elaboration of certain
political news he had rcceived from other /imt VI sources; these
briefs werc sent to KRIDER via fmt VI, and his replies were pre-
fixed "for EGMONT". Prisoner states that KRIMER was the only int

nancs of reports.
other s

ézyoffr with whom he wos in contact - otherwise he knew only cover=-
ST
Y

For instance, the identity of OSTRO, the only

KiMER ws ewore of Prisoner's political significance as

"EGIONT ", lthou'h, for his own sake, Prisoner had not taken

KRIMER

able to discuss German peace overtures openly with SCHELLENBERG

when he went %o report to Amt VI, and KRIMER kept  SCHELLENBERG
1nformod dircctly of the political 51tuatlon.

During Prlsoner's visits to BEST in COPENHAGEN (see
~sppendix D paras 30 and 31) he met KRAMER for discussions.  These,
howsver, differed in no way from the telks they had in BERLIN.

16. Prisorer's Relaticns with PPIEIDERER

PFLEIDEREE fits into the framework of SCHELLENBBRC‘S and
Prisoner's overriding intercst in SCANDINAVIL as the only remaining
Gerran assct.  Prisoner and SCHELLENBERG wers both agreed that the

TERBOVEN-HITLER policy of resistance and scorched eardh in NORWAY and

DEMMARK was mistaken. Meamvhile, .KRAMER had become friendly with

. YFIEIDERER, head of the Consular Dept in the German Legatlon at
STOCKHOLM, who also desired to sece better relations hetween SWEDEN
' the more so, since the Swedish Govt would be unlikely to

and GERMANY,

act on GEhM“NY'v bechalf in any peuatce negotiations unless their most
pressing demands were sympathstically considered.

At beg Mar 45, KRAMER reported to Prisoner that PFLEIDERER,

an ¢xpery .on Sbandlnav1uh“7f§31rs, had had some unofficial. talks-with

Danish and Swedish pcrsonclities on the subject and regarded with
decpest dismay the present German pollcy.

ource of high political int value, was not known to Prisoner.

into his full confideénce regarding his politicel intentions,
KIMER knew of , aund supported Frisoner's and SCHELLENBERG's attempt
to negotiate a peace with the Western Allies. By 1945, KRIMER was °
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Towards e¢nd Far 45, whilst PELEIDERER happened to be in
BERLIN, he went fto sece Prisoncr at KRINMER's suggestion and '
discussed the whole Scandinavian question very openly. The
sWbstance of this conversation has been fully roported in CSDIC(WEA)
Final Report 21 on PFLEIDERER, 4ppendix E, paras 6 - 10 and has
been confirmed by Frisoncr. Irisoncr asked FFLEIDERER to let him
have a memorandum on SC/NDIN/VIS; PILEITERER wrote this on his
return to STOCKHOLM, and sent it to Frisoner through KRAMER.  This
memorandum was incorporated in another "addendunm" to an "EGMONT"
Report, stressing that unless SCHELLEI'BEKG could bring HIMMIER to
take irmediate action to reverse or a* loast soften HITLER's
Scandinavian policy, peace negotizctiors through SWEDEN would
inevitebly fail.

-......—n-._-...--.oO'Og.......‘.-.........._,-_
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DIC ' APPENDIX B TO FR 105 TOP SECRET

25 Oct 46 Giselher WIRSING

APFENDIZ B

THE iNFORMATION SECTION OF THE AUSW AMT

Sep 39 . = jutum 40

Scope of Knowledge

From Sep 39 to autumn 4O Priscner, at the invitation of
RIB“LNTROP, actcd as hon adviser to the newly formed seetion. The
infin he gives may be regarded as reliable, although Prisoncr is
exceedingly va;uc about Civil Service org and adm routine.

Prisoner's Contacts with susw smt ($ill autumn 39)

hs a well knovm publlCIQt on foreign affairs Prisoner
had formed connections with higher jusw Amt officials, dating back
to 1928, when hc met HISSEL, von SCHULENBERG, DIRCKSEN and others
at the housé¢ of KOCH-WESFR, the then Minister of Justice end
Leader of the Social Democratic Pprty. In 1932 Prisoner published
in the "Tdgliche¢ Rundschau® a series of articles purporting to
show that the foreign policy of the government was crippled by
the obstructive attitude of key iusw Ant personnel, and calling
for urgent reforms: these artieles had something like a "succes
de scandale" and were, Drisoner claims, partly responsible for
initiating the abortive re-organisation of the Ausw nrw attempted
by von NEURnTh.

Fron 1933 to 1939 Prisoner remained in fairly close touch
with the Lusw int, He wiis at the time editor-in-chief of the
"Minchener Neueste Nachrichten' and for his own infm Prisoner
cultivated his many contacts in the Ausw Lmt., = Prisoner was the
first German editor to orpanise air-mail deliveries of his paper
to foreign countries: from 1935 onwards the MNN was distributed
in POLAND, CZECHOSLOV.II., the BALKARS, ITLLY, FRANCE, SWITZERLAND,
SPAIN and PCRTUG.L before any other German papcr, and had a foreign
circulation three times as high as that of the "Frankftirter Zeitung",
its nearest compctitor. This gave the MNN a veluable asset, and
the Ausw .imt was anxious that it should be well informed. Prisoner
emphasiscs that the N did not become the mouthpiece of the Lusw Amt
although he was on good terms with rost of the leading Ausw Amt
officials, During his frequent travels abroad he visited the German
Erbassies, and came to know o large number of German diplomats, In
the course of time Frisoner forned specially close ties with

S eswimbassedors DIECKHOFT, ALTENBURG and RAHN, with FP#irst von BISMARCK,

Unterstaatssek HENCKE, /wbassad¢re von HEEREN and von RENTHE-FINK,
with TROTT zu S0LZ and Dr alexander WERTH, Prisoner also met other
officiels socially at receptions given in BERLIN and elsewhere,

Prisoner denies that he had any contact with the Bfro
RIBEENTROP. He was granted only one short interview with RIBBENTROP
in LONDON in early 1539, while RIBBENTROP was Ambassador at the
Court of St Janmws.
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5; Conference at FPUSHL

Lt beg iug 39 Prisoner received a telephonic summons to -
FUSCHL, RIBBENTROP's residence, where he met a number of other
Journalists known fox their conparative independence: KIRCHER
and SIEBURG, of the "Frankfirtor Zeitung", von PUCKLER, of the
"Deutsche fllgemcine Zeitung", von STUDNITZ of the SCHERL publishing
house, and. Ernst JUNGER, the wcll-known author, - The hAusw fmt
officials present were Gesandter LLTEMOURG, Leg Rat RAHN and Prof
UERDIR.

RIDEENTT.OP opened the two-day conference by a review of +the
present international crisis. His theme weas that even if the "war
party" in BRITLIN should gain the upper hand, the French Govt could
be trusted to excrt a restraining influence. Nevertheless, in
RIDDENTROF's cpinion, the crisis was likely to last for some months,
until the "Polish question" was settlod. 1 period of intense
German propaganda abroad was desirable, firstly as a Jjustification _
and secondly as an instruw:ent of -German policy.  RIDBENTROP therefore
requested the journalists present to put their services, either on
a part-time or a permanent basis, at the disposal of the propaganda.

section of the Ausw Amt. SITDURG accepted and became Botschaftsrat,
voh PUCKLER and STUDNITZ agreed to scrve as advisers in an honorary
capacity. KINCHER and JUNGER refused, Prisoner offered his

part-time honorary services to the Ministry, spending two-thirds of
his time in BERLIN and the rest in MUNICH with his paper.

L, Rcorganisation of the Infm Section of iusw Amt

4fter this conference the Intm Section was reorganised.
ALTENBURG was put in cherge of the section, the personnel of which
was as follows:~

Lusw pat personnel; Ges ALTENBURG: Head of the Section, .
. ' nersonal liaison with
. other depts.

Leg Rat RAEN:  Deputy Heads In charge
of actual work of sectidion,
Leg Rat Baron -

von RANTZAU: LO to OKie
Leg Rat KRUG zu ,
NIDDA: (successor to RANTZAU).
Konsul TUCHER
. Gen-Konsul Baron von SCHELI.
TROTT zu SOLZ (Left for USA in autumn 39,
retd summen AO).
Viss Hilfsarb Alexander WERTH (Jjoined
- early 40).
Leg Sek WOLFF
Leg Sek SIMON
Wiss JTilfsarb RICKIER.
(Five or six other officials, names forgotten).

Journalists: Von PUCKLER
o Von STUSNITZ (Left shartly of vergards for
“resse Abt).
Prigoner
Albrecht HAUSHOFER Jr (demographer).
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The Infm Section was on the same level as the TFresse Abt
(under SCHMIDT) end the Kundfunk bt (under RUFLE), but cooperation
with them was somewhat loosc (sec para 8 (¢)).  In addition to the
Infm Section there existed the Deutsche Informationsstelle, under
Prof.TERTER, o publit company spongorcd by the iusw Amt, whose
functions were, theoretically, tech supervision of layout and
printing of literature produced by the Infm Sec, and dissemination
Yo foreign Journalists in DERLIN.  In practice, it tended to
duplicate the work of the Infm Sec, This led to intense rivalry
between the two depts, Priscner states that the series of -
hysterical propaganda pamphlets: "England Unmasked". (England Ohne
Maske) were produced by this dept. In addition theré were also
two #nter-departmental comunittees, the Englandausechiss and the
Frankrecichausschuss, on which the Infim Section was represented,
These will e referred to in para 7. ’

FPrisoner states that the Infn Sec, in the early days, weas
a small body of a few specialists, who worked on a flexible and
non-burcaucretic basis.  R/AHN and Prisoner appcar to have been
the driving force behind the Scc: LLTENBURG was fully occupied in
straightening out difficultics with other depts.

In spring 43 Dr SIX (formerly head of RSH.VII) took over
control of the sec, and the Infn Sec was greatly enlarged, merged
with the Kultur .ibt and renamcd the Ful-Pol Abt. Prisoner can
give no infr about its activitics, but he states that it became
an unwieldy spparatus with many subscctions and Referats whieh
failed to function efficicntly,

Tunctions

"To disceminate German propaganda in ncutral countries
Prisoner stresses: a) that the sec was not responsible for
distribution; this was the function of the German Embassies
obpoad, and wes the particular job of the Kulturattaches; D)
that .the sec did nct deal with propaganda in enemy countries,

Projects Coxrried Qut

Prisoner claims to be unablc to remember all the work
done by the Sec during the wmonths he served in it. It wes
flooded with propaganda ideas from well-meaning outsiders and .a
large amount of time was taken up in sifting this material.

Frisoner's duties were to advise RAHN on practicable propaganda

projects. He remenbers the following as having been carried out.

a)  German ar Photograghs

A great asset at the time was GERMANY's monopoly of
war photographs, Prisoner realised the value of this,
and ILANTZ: .U, later KRUG zu NIDDA, was appointed LO to the
OK¥ to ¢nsure that a steady and speedy supply of photographs
was made available to the foreign Press via the Deutsche »
Informationsstelle, Censorship wag relaxed in some respects
for this purposc, ¢g the rule that no photograph of & dead .
German soldier should appear, was waived, The Press releases
were directed mainly towards the US., and the Ausw Amt was
able to send out pictures which, to some extent, countéracted
the notion that SS thugs and Junker types predominated in
the German Army. '
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b) Pamphlets on HITIER 's Peace Offer

Those were prepared after the Polish canpaign and
surmarised HITLER'g. speeches on the subject. They
were slanted differently according to the country for
which the pamphlets were intended,

c) "Rien que la Vérite"

L fortnightly 24-page magazine in French, Roumanien
and Turkish., It was satirical and sexy in treatment,
‘containing biting comuents on extracts from the enemy
Press, reporting on the alléredly “"severe" conditions
in GIRMNY. The iost frultful souwrce was the "Daily
Mail", which of ten cerriced detailed "eyc-witness stories"
about alleged shortages or other hardships suffered- bJ
‘the Gernan peoplcs The Infm Sec had no difficulty in

rldlcullng these scngatlonal rroducts of a sub—udltor’a
brain,

a) Leaflcts

A number of leaflets were distributed relating to

GETIUNY's war aims and/or peaceful intentions,  After

each JIITIER speech lcaflets were prepared giving the gist
of HITLEL's remarks concerning the country towards which
the propaganda was directed. For instance, POLAND was
the subject of much ingunuous propaganda, since the Infm
Sec was aware that the Foles wers none too popular abroad,
even with the iLllies. They stressed the undemocratic,
reactionary, feudal nature of POL.ND, and one leaflet,
issued on the instructions of IBDENTRCP, contained
atrocity stories about the use of poson gas by the Polish
Lrmy during the Polish campaign. There was little truth
in this; the facts were that a number of poison-gas
shells had been captured by the German jrry during the
Polish canpdltn.

e) "Tory Mp"

One of the scoops of the Sec concerned the book
"Tory MP", by an anonymous autlior, published by Victor
GOLLANCZ dwuring the war. Prisoner saw a review of the
book, in the "Spectator".  Export of the book was banned
by British Censorship, but cventually a copy was procured
via the German Consul-General &n MSTERDiM. — The book

" wos reprinted in GERMANY in its entirety, and distributed

privately to influential personages abroad.  Thus, a
Swedish MP would meet another Swede, who for this purpose

- was acting for the Kulturatiache of the Eabassy in

STOCKIOLM, at a social gathering. In the course of
conversation the MP would be "lent" a copy of the book -
"which had recently been published in ENGLsND", and which
the other "happencd to have with him',

The position in the USs was different. - "Tory MP"
had been published in [MERICL.  The German Infm Library
in NEW YORK was instructed to buy up copies and send them
to influential people on their mailing list, such as
isolationist scnators. In fact, "Tory MP", according to
Padgoner, did the British cause much harm, end was quoted

gleef'uly by isolationists in Congress and Senate.
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For wider use, a German version of "Tory MP" was
prepared, It ran to about a hundred pages, and omdtted
- the disperaging remarks about GERMANY, Fascists, eto,

The Germans added more "dirt" on Parliamentery personalities,
which, by some oversight, had been left out by the author,
and tastefully illustrated it with unflattering drawings

and photographs of the MPs concerned, Distribution was

in the normal way through the mbassies in neutral countries. j

f) Reply to British Whitc Paper on Qyutbreak of Hostilities

This pamphlet was written by Prisoner himse}lf in
collaboration with Botschafter von MOLTKE, head of the
Docunentation Section of the Ausw /nt. In it Prisoner
did his best to discredit the British White Paper, seoizing
on the fact that Lord H/LIFAX, during the last decisive
days, had not exerted pressure on the Polish Govt to
restrain thelr “agrrcssiveness', The German reply was
given out through the DIV and Gernan radio, and also
issued in parphlet form through Imbassies abroad.

£) German reply to French Orange Book

The Quai A'Orsay issued their own version of the
circumstances leading to the cormencement of hostilities,
which, however, was less factual than the British version,
Prisoner had less difficulty in demolishing the French case,
The German reply was distributed in the same way as the
reply to the Dritish White Paper.

<h) Kriecgsatlas

This idea was copied from the Oxford pamphlets -
"The War in Maps", and the colourful atlas ocontained
tendentious maps demonstrating Cerman strategic needs,
"Lebensrawa" and the rcest of the German “"demographict
ef fusions, It ves distributed in all neutral countries,

Propagenda in Eneriy Couniries

Prisoner states that this was not the funetion of the Infm
Sece During thc period under rcview the Sec made one exception to
the rule: It suggested to the 0KV the production of a leaflet,
in the shape of an autwmn leaf’ , to be dropped over enery lines,
On the reverse was printed o £ree pass to the German lines, promising
preferential treatment as T, The idea was accepted by the OKW and
later copied by the Allies, Propaganda in enemy countries was the
province of two special comnittees, viz:- ' '

a) Englandsusschuss:

. An inter-departmental committee responsible for overall
directives for political warfare against the UK. Prisoner
claims he can zive no infm about this committee, since the
Infin Sec, at least during the "phoney war" period, was hoping
for an cerly peace and was careful not to antagonise GREAT
DRITAIN by histerical or dangerous propaganda, They
therefore thought political warfare agaeinst the UK a mistake
and took no interest in this committee, although they were
instructed to send a representative (RANTZAU).
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The cormittee consisted of representatives from the

“following depts:-

Chairran of Committee: Geh Rat HESSE

Lusw it Depts: Pressce
! Rundf unk
Pol ibt
Wirtschaft

Information
Propegenda Ministry '
oRv
Luitwgff»;uhrun sstab
Abw (? )

b) Fronkreichausschuss -

4 osimdilar inter-departmental committee existed for
propaganda in FRANCE, headed, Frigoner believes, by,
Otto ATETZ. It ceased work after the occupation of
FRLNCE in Aug 40,  The only example of its work
Prisoner remembers is o series s pamphlets on French
politicians, which gave the impression of emanating from
a French Radical Socialist critic. Af ter dhout ten
pages the pamphlets switched over to virulent personal
attacks on the charncter of the politician in question.
The pamphlets were somehow smuggled into FRANCE via
DELGIUM ~nd achlovcd wide distributionf

Liaison with Other Departments

a) Ixopagenda Ministry

. Liaison was maintained with the iuslands Dept of the
Fropaganda Ministry (BOHME nnd BRAUWEILER), Prisoner is
vague about the divigion of functions between the two
depts, but states that co-operation was negligible,. It
appears that a bone of contention was control of the

{ulturattaches at the Embassies, which was vested in the
isusw imt,  In spring 40 inter-departmental jealousy grew
to such an extent that a special PHhrer Edict we.s issued
to settle the matter: in fact, non-co~operation
continued as before, '

b) OKW

The Infm Sec had its own LO (RiNTZ.U) at the OKW, whose

“duties were to pass on all suiteble matcerial as qulckly a8

possible (eg: war photographs for foreign release)..  The

Infn Sec also asked for directives through this channel,

and were given some strategic infm, since their propaganda

to neutral countries was dependent on the military situation.

For instance, if GFRMANY had planned to attack GIBRALTAR in
the near future, thls would have necessitdted a revision of

" German propaganda towards SFAIN, = Prisoner states that the

Infnm Sec never received advance news of impending military
operations in tine. The Sec was informed of the Western
Campaign and the invasion of NORWAY a few days before these
operations started, but this was much too late for use in
propaganisa, Therefore the Infm Sec could not help the
Wwehrmacht to "soften the ground" politically before the
Army struck, '
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ng SOLM begen production of "Signal® in summer 40,
He was in touch with the Infm Sec regarding reoterial, but
except for that there was no co-operation,

c) Presse and Lundfuik Abts, fusw fnmt

Tiaison was effected through LLTHNBURGe Prisoner
states that there was no closs co-operation, although
frequently cormon dircetives ‘were received by all three
deptes following RIDIENTROP's morning conferences relating
to cormon presentaticn of important news,

, d) Wirtschaftsministerium

Co~operation was goods The Infm Sec maintained a
special sub-sec, Wirtschafts Propaganda, which kept in
close touch with the Ministry. Tirtschaf ts~Propagenda
‘published a fortnightly magazine "Globus", in all European
languagss, which in lsyout copied the "Reader's Digest"
and contained reprints of articles on sconomic aubjects
which had appeared in the ixis-controllcd Fress.

¢) Irbeitsfront

There was similar collaboration in social questions,
and the In’n Scc had a special sub-sec, Sozial-Propagonda.
It feoatured all matters concerning social legislation
and workers' welfare in fAxis-occupizd countries, and also
organised congresses of foreign workers in GERMANY. Its
alm was o sugrcst abroad that the worker wes better off
under Pascism than Dewrocracy,

9. RIBBENTROF's Conferances

Prisoner states that during the time he worked in.the.Sec
he attended six or seven informal conferences called by RIBBENTROP.
One conference dealt with the concoction of an e trocity pamphlet
on poison gas allegedly used by the Polish Army, two others with the
framing of the German replics to the French and British Foreign Office
publications on the comuencoment of hostilities, at another the sec
was instructed to prepnre a propaganda campaign to show up British
Imperialism at its worst (oppression of INDI4, exploitation of
Colonies, subjusation of workers at home, cte; this eventually
appearcd in the "England Unmasked® series of paiphlets prepared by the
Deutsche Informationsstelle; the Infr: Sec was apparently lukewarm in
its attitude towards such a scheme), - Lnother conference dealt with
the German propoganda line aftor the invasion of NORWAY. The last
three conferences were in connection with the USi Presidential elections.
RICBENTROF wished o launch o oemendous propagonda campaign in the USLA
against ROOSEVELT, using "Ysllow Fress" methods to revile the President.
Af ter the occupation of P/RIS a docunent was found in a French Freemason's
Lodge, the Grand Lodge of the Grande Crient; containing formal addresses
to and from ROOSEVELT, with photographs of the ceremonial presentatlon.
“IBBENTRCP saw in tis a proof of the sinister influence of Intermational
Jewry, Froemason 'y, etc, Prisoner had some difficulty in persuading
RIBEENTROP that :the docuwent was innccuous and useless for mud-slinging
purposes.  RLJSBENY (OF then ordcreéd Prisoner to “find" (ie forge) another
more damaging docum: nt, but Prisoner claims that he managed to stall
RIBBENTROP until the clcctlons Werc OVEr. DIECKHOFF, who was also
present ot these mestings, backed Frisoner in HWs general argumént that
Gerinan intervention on the side of WILLKIE in what was an internal US -
matter would merely serve to strengthen ROOSEVELT,
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In the course of these conferences Frisoner had opportunities
of raising matters of high policy with LIDCENTRCP. = At one time,
Prisoner, in association w1t“ DIECKHOFF, +LTCNDBURG, LBETZ and RAHN,
was stronrly in favour of a "noderate!" policy toerds FRANCE; even
now, Frisoner believes that had thc Germans admltted TRANCE as a
Junior partner in the "Fan-Germanic Commonwealth®, the political
constsllation in BURCTE would have been hard to unsettle. RIBBENTROP,
however, was not in favour of such a course, and HITLER, warned by his
intuition that GERMANY was not pupular in FRANCE, was in no nood to
rmake concessions,

4t the last conference in QOct 40 MID:“NTROP offered Prisoner
the post of head of the Infm Sec, with the rank of Gesandter 1st Class,
The position had becone vacant through ALTENDURG's appointment as
Chairmen. of the RKoumanisn-Hungarian Frontier Settlement Cormission

" and RiHN's transfer as envoy to FPARIS. Prisoner asked for 24 hours

10,

to think it over. He decided, however, that by becoming a state
official he stood to lose his political reputation, without being
able to influence German foreign policy., . Prisoner's avowed ampition
for some time had been that of kingemaker, in his self-chosen role of
the man-behind«the~scenes: he was prepared to bide his time until
he could serve under another more malleable man whose political star
was on the risc. He therefore declined RIBBENTROP's offer, a .
refusal which led to a period of almost complete politicael impotence until
in Prisonerts '"Bgmont" period he once more became a power among the
Nazi satellites, and but for GERMANY's defeat, wmight have become the
guiding brain behind the Foreign Minister-to-be, SCHELLENGERG.

Prisoner's Subscquent Contacts with Infr Sec

ifter Trisoner's refusal to serve unier RISBENTROP, relations
were strained between the two meh.  Prisoner broke off his connection
with the Infu Sec and returned to MUNICH. He continued to act as
honorary adviser to the¢ Sec, and visited it whenever he was in BERLIN.
He states that during the following years he was rarely consulted on
the work of the sec, and is not familiar with its productions, but as
a journalist he was more than ever interested in keeping up his Ausw
it contacts. He wns cordially received in the Infm Sec and given
access to siusw At files which normally would not have besn available
to an outsider.

Prisoner has been questioned at length on hls contacts with

Prof ¥ 4 SIX, who in 1943 succeeded WUSTER and STAHLECKER as head of

the Infra Sec. SIX invited Prisoner to co-operate more closely with

the new Kul-FPol Abt, on the lines of FPrisoner's previous work with

the Infm Sec.  Prisoner was then one of the editors of the OKW paper
”Signal", and had occasionally taken part in conferences between the

two depts. concerning cormon problems of foreign propagande. Prisoner
formed the impression that .SIX had littke idea of propagenda: his
nethods struck him as crude, forceful and as inept as those of RISBENTROF.
It also appears that Prisoner disliked SIX on personal grounds, For
these reasons he again declined to collaborate with the sec, and his
visits became very much rarer and were undertaken for his own infm,
and to exchange ncws with TROTT zu SOLZ and WRRTH - his personal friends -
who werc both working towards the 20 July. After TROTT's execution
Prisoner hardly entered the scc, He states that SIX was not aware of
his role as "Egmont" for /mt VI, end denies knowledge of SIX's '
previous association with RSHA VII.

i e (O = e e e
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JPTENDIX C

PRISONER'S LAST MEETING WITH SCHELLENBERG

" FIENSBURG, 29 Lpr - 1 May 45

(Sec 2lso Report by 3rd US irmy Interrogation Centre,
dated 25 Jul 45; ref X 2126, and 020 Final
Report on SCHELLIENDERG, pp 108-110)

Bvacuation of BEKLIN

Towards the end of Mar 45, “risonér had a long conversation
with SCHELLENBEERG in HEERLIN, in which he pointcd out that their Jjoint
efforts to arrange a negotiated pcace with the Western Powers had
cone to nothing, since the pre-requisite for such a move - the
liquidation of HITLZER - had not becen fulfilled. Nor had HIMMLER had
the courage to begin dirsct peace negotiations with the Allies. The
tire for peace negotiations, in Prisconer's opinion, was now past. He
considered, thercfore, that his uscfulness had come to an end, and
did not proposc to await the llussian attack on ZERLIN; he informed
SCHELLENBEKG that he would leave BERLIN with the imt VI staff which
was then evacuating to BAVARIA. SCHELLENBERG did not share Frisoner's
ressimism, but asked hiri to remain in touch with Standf S/NDEERGER, in
charge of adm of Lmt VI, who was also going SOUTH.

Prisoner left immediately afterwards with SANDEERGER's party,
and arrived some days later at TEGERNSEE, where ast MUNICH had put a
housc equipped with a WT station at their disposal. Finding the

HEILDRUNN, in which town Ostubaf PNFFGEN and four or five others of
Lt VI were also living. During the next few weeks, Prisoner
nmaintains that he did nothing and was NOT in communication with Amt
VI, but he was visited from tinme to time by SANDBERGER, who kept in
touch with the 7WSH. staff scattered about the district.

W Messages from SCHELLENDERG

About 25 Lpr 45 SANDBERGEER visited Prisoner and told him
that a T messare from SCHELLENBERG had Jjust been received, reguesting
Frisoner to fly to LUEECK for discussions, Prisoner was at first
inclined %o refuse, since he wos loath to lcave BAVARIA again, and, in

- any case, S/NDDEnGER could not obtain an aireraft to take Prisoner

NCRTH. He therafore ignored the message.

& few doys later S/NDBERGEL, in a state of. great exciteuent,
again called on Frisoner and told him thet a second WT message from
SCHELLENBERG had just been received, and that an aircraft was now
stending by to teke Trisoner to LUBECK. Frisoner was still
reluctont to o, but soys he allowed himself to be wersuaded by
SANDBERGER's arsument that Prisoner could not know whether SCHELL-
ENBERG had succeeded at the last moment in entering into more concrete
peace negotiations. SANDBERGER handcd Prisoncr a memorandum for
SCHELLENDERG on the reorganisation of hmt VI in the SOUTH, under-
taken by KILTENDRUNNER, which virtuslly arounted to a dissolution
of Liat VI.  WAINECK and SKORZENY were to be in charge of what
remained of the GIS in the SOUTH, SANDBELGER srgently requested
Prisoner to obtoin written instructions frorm HIMMLER to rescind
KALTENDGRUNNEL 's order. .
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Frisouer flics FORTH

[fter sie trouble SLDSERGER found an aircraft which would
take Frisoncr to LUBRCK.  Prisoner left in a Ju 88 at 0330 hrs on
20 Apr 45 frow AISLING airficld (nr ROSENHEIM) and - arrived &t LUBECK
at 0530 hrs, In LUBECK he contacted SCHELLENBERG's secretary, who
told him that SCHELLENIEAG wos in STBDEN in connection with the
DERM.DOTTE negotiations, hut would arrive that evening in FLENSBURG. -
Irisoner left instructions te wire SCIELIENSERG of his errival, and
in the ofternoon flew on to " ENSBURG. Therc he henrd that
CHURCHILL and TRUM.I! had issued a coryunique on HIMMLER's peace
nezotiations with ZIRN/DOTTE, categorically refusing to entertain
of¥crs dirccted solely to thu Western Allies. Prisoner concluded
that further nepotintions werc futile, and gave instructions to his
alrcraft to stand by to teke him back to BLAVARI: that night.

Prisoner rneets SCHELLEIDELG

Frisoner et SCHELLENDZERG at 2200 hrs. SCHELLENEERG asked
Prisoner to aecoipeny hin in his car to HDIILER's HQ ot KALKHORST nr
THAVELRUNDE. Durin; the Jjourney SCHELLENEERG gsave Prisoner a resume
of his negotiations with B:RNADOTTE and von POST. HLLIER's
dilsatoriness hwil delpyed negotiations until it was too late (he gave

(SCHELLENBERG his authority on 23 Apr 45) and in the last anslysis.

HIHLEKR must bear responsibility for the senscless destruction of
Gerrvan tovms and the heavy Geriven casualties in the last few weeks.
SCHELLENZERG was now going to report to HOGMLER on his talks in
COFENHAGEN and he asked Irisoncr to be present at the-interview to
strengthen his, SCHELLINBERG's hand in case of HIORLER's furthor
Zacillation. Frisoncr then told SCHELLENBERG of the officiel illied
corrunique and bluntly stoted that further negotiations with the
etern Powers alone were impossible, SCHELLENDERG until then had
been unawere of the cowsunique; © nevertheless it appears that he still
had hopes of erriving ~t some cgreement with the Western Powers,
using the German occupation of NORWAY &s his trump card. Prisoner

then deelared his intention of returning to BAVARI.. as soon as possible.

He told SCEELLENLENG that he wos not facing up to the grim realities
of the prescnt situation, and added that the rcecent Werwolf propagende
and concentration conm atrocities had been incredible political
blunders. SCHELLENRERG seid that HIMMLER was aware of this, but
appeered powerless against BORMANY and GOEDEZLS, and went on to
discuss possible merhers of an interim govt headed by HIMMLER, In
the course of the conversation Frisoner handed SCHELLENEERG SAND-
SERGER 's memorandur: on the reorganisation in the SOUTH. Prisoner
stresses, however, that both SCHELLINBERG and he were concerned with
high policy, and took littlc interest in whot KALTENSRUNNER might be
doing in BAV.RIa. SCHELLZZNBERG obviously considered Amt VI as a
thing of the past, but clearly regarded KALTENBRUNNER's action as
unauthorisec.  H: would, he¢ said, take it up with HIMMLER,

SCHELLENBERG' s Talks with HIMMLER

They arrived at KALKHORST early in the morning of 1 Moy 45
anG leerncd of FITLER's suicide that night (SCHELLENEERG merely said:
"Thonk God for that") and of DONITZ' appointment as head of the 8tate.
(According to the 020 Tinal Report on SCHELLENBERG, EDMYLER had
already seen DONITZ eerlier thot morning and persuaded the letter to
dismiss RIDIENTROP ilmmediately. Prisoner hes no knowledge of this
nceting, ) : ' :
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Lt about 0900 hrs SCIELLENBELG was called for a few minutes
to HIITI1ER, who informed hiw of the situntion, and said that he
intended to plece himsclf under DONITZ'! orders. He was driving over
to PLON, DONITZ' HQ, imediatcly, ani asked SCHELLENSERG to accoi-
pany hir to report on the Swedish nezotiations and to outline his
ideas for the future. Trisoner followed in another car with
HIMITER's adjutants.

Conference at DONITZ' HQ

Lt about 1200 hrs the perty arrived ot PLON.. There
Prisoner lesrned that LIDIENTLOP had been disndssqed and SCHWERII-
KIiOSIGK ~ppointed ¥Foreign Minister. DONITZ imrediately drew
HIMMIER into confercnce, and asked SCIELITMILG and TFrisoner to
work out meanwhile a short memorandu. on the next Gervan wmove in the
licht of HITLEL 's death and the TRULLN-CHULCIILI courunique of the
night before.

SCHILLENBERG told Prisoner ihat he (SCHLLIENDZRG)was to be KROSIGK's

deputy and that the aeno wes roquired moinly for KROSIGK'!'s infiw
(Contrery to the 020 FR on SCHELILE SNG, Trisoner Cisputes that
KROSIGK wes et PLON at the time; he rerenbers that there were
several tclephone calls to BEUTIN, where KROSIGK was stayinge. Nor
Goes Prisoner remeuber secing KEITEL or JCODL. ) SCHELLENBEERG and
Frisoner then drew up a short memorandusn containing the following
points: - :

a) Unconditional surrender to all three Allies wos now
. incvitable., This implied peaceiul cession of NORWAY and
IEMVARK, '

b) Nevertheless, time must be sained on the Eastern Front.
The Tussians must be held es long =s possible, thes
allowing German troops ond civilisns to evacuate to
Centrel and Western CERILNY (this applied specially to
COUI?LAI\TD). For this »urposc negotiations with the
USSR nwust be protracted.

C) In spite of the "unconGitionnl surrender® glause,
concessions should be wrung from the Allies; the most
important would be the retention of a central government.

SCHELLENLERG receives New Instructions

Barly in the afternoon SCIELIZNDELG wos received by DONITZ

TOT AL UL, He was instructed
(by DONITZ ?) to leave for COPENHAGEN irrediately and resume contact
with von POST of the Swedish Foreign Office, to sound the illied
reactions to HITLEHR's death, @nd 1o cssure von FOST that the new
German government adhercd in principle to t ¢ previous offers. Mean-
while, DONITZ had summoned Gen Obst BOHME, TEN30VEN and BEST to repart
on the situation in the Northcrn Sector, but an irmediate decision
could not e cxpected, SCHELJUNTERG was to keep in contact with the
Swedish Government, and to give the DONITZ Government time to cvacuate
trecops and civiliens from thue Hastern front. He wes not at the time
cupowered to put forward an offer of unconditional surrender.

Final Conversations with SCHELLENEER(

SCHELLENBERG left FLOAN at about 1500 .rs. He was to travel
via FLENSBURG to COPENHAGEN, and. Prisoncr accompanied him as far as
FLENSDWRG, where his aircraft was walting to toke him back to BAVARLA.
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: During the journey SCHELLENBERG and, Prisoner had their last
exhaustive discussion. SCHELILENDERG once more pressed Prisoner to
rerain, but the latter declincd om the srounds that he thought all
further efforts to save GERM/NY doomed to failure, He considered
his usefulness had ended and did not wish to be publicly associated
with the liquidation of the Third Reich. (At the time Prisoner still
had political arbitions for the future. A reputation untainted by
the "shame" of having been r esponsible for the armistice negotiations;:
would have been a valuable ossct. Similar charges had ruined the
careers of the WEDMLR politicisns after the 1914 - 18 war: ) Never-
theless, he intinaied that should the interinm government develop into
a government of some stability, he would be availeble. Privately,
Prisoner claims, he anticipated the worst, ulthoush he did not state .
this to SCHELLENBERG.

«
i

In the course of conversation, KALTENBRUNNER was briefly
touched. upon, SCHELIENBERG mentioned that, whould Drisoner happen to
see SANDBERGER or anyone else of the smt VI staff, he was to tell
them that neither HIMMIER nor himself recognised KilTENDRUNNER'e

orders. Prisoner believes that SCHELLENDERG also said that HDMLER
would countermand K/LTENSRUNNEL's orders by Wl He states

eriphatically that no more was said, and that he carried back no other
instructions, especielly since he stressed to SCIELLENBERG that it
was doubtful whether he would sce SLNDZERGEL or anyone else, The
course of events had overshodowed the internal politics of the RSHA.

Memorandum for SCHELLENDERG

In FLENSDURG Frisoner hade o solemn farewell to SCHELLENBERG,
and wished him success in the future. SCIELLENBERG asked Prisoner
to leave him another wiye detailed memorandum on German policy after
the unconditional surrender, which he proposed to submit to KROSIGK
on his return from COFENHAGEN. This document Prisoner drew up that
evening; he left it with SCHELLENEELG's sccretary in PLENSBDURG. It
contained the following points: -~ :

a) The cardinal cim of German policy must be the .
preservation of a central German goverrment, in spite of the
£11ied zonal division, 48 0 sultable figurehead BRUNING's
riame might be put forward. The Amcricans should be
approached for permission to contact FRUNING, (BRUNING

had been mentioncd previcusly by Prisoner in his "EGMONT"
Reports, see Appendix A, paras 1 and 9). The new govern-
ment could only include personalities not compromised in the
eyes of the Allies,

b) In order to vlacnte the sllies and to gain the above
concession, the following measures would have to be
instituted immediately:- :

(ig Dissolution of the NSDaP, SS and affiliated orgs.
(ii) Disbandment of Gestapo; seizure of all Gestapo
offices and records. : '
(ii1) In view of 4llied disclosures of conditions in the
concentration caups, a German definition and
prasgeution of "war criminals" was advisable,
(SCHMTLE#TERA, had mentioned NULLER, Amtschef IV,
and Ogruf POHL &8 bii- ~hief war criminals).
(iv) . strict ban on all Werwolf aeiivities.
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c) Prisoncr added a personal rider for SCHELLENEERG. In
order to preserve his proliticael future, he would have to
dissociate himself from HIMMLER (until the very end,
SCHELLFNDERG had been unable to appreciate how compromised
HOATER was in [llied eyes, and had, in fact, assumed that
he would remain in the DONITZ government. HOMLER had made
SCHELLENTERG; it was, for the latter, a question of personal
lovalty. ) : '

Prisoncr met KROSIGK later on in American captivity. He
learned from him that SCHELLENDERG had put forward the points men-
tioned above, Only the ban on Werwolf had been carried out; DONITZ
could not bring himself to swallow the rest of Prisoner's advice.

10, Return to DAVARIA

‘ Prisoner left FLENSIURG by plane at 0200 hrs on 2 May 45.
ifter a dangerous flisht during which he was repeatedly chased by
British night-fichters, he landed carly in the morning in FRAGURE.

In the following night he flew on to SALZBURG and continued from there
by cars. Anerican troops had already overrun BAD TOLZ, and Prisoner
hod to walk the last 30 k. Prisoner claims that after his return

he saw none of the Amt VI stoff, and did not cven attempt to pass on
SCHELLENDIERG's verbal nessage, He remained in BiAD TOLZ until his
arrest on 1 Jun 45, :

11, Conclugion

Comparison of Prisoner's and SCHELLENBERG's statements
(vide 020 FL on SCEELLENBERG, pp 108 - 110) has disclosed discrepancies,
the most curious of which is SCHELLENBERG's orission to mention that
he twice sunmoned Frisoner to LUBECK for consultation (this has
already been confirmed independently by SANDBERGER) and his assertion
thet Prisoner returned SQUTH on his instructions. All infm available
bears out Prisonsrts contention that his relation to SCHELLENEERG
wing solely that of political adviser, and he was summoned to
SCHELLENBELG in this capacity during a crucial period in SCHELLENBERG's
political carecer,

Prisoner merely took with him SANDBERGER's memorandum on the
reorganisation in the S0UTH, but neither Prisoner, SCHELLENEERG noxr
HIMILER attached much importance to KALTENBRUNNER's activities at the
time. Agnin, SCIELLENDERG's essertion that Prisoner returned SOUTH
on his instructions would seem to he an overstatement; in fact,
SCHELLENBERG merely gave Trisoner a vague verbal message which he knew
Frisoner, in the circumstances, wes most unlikely to deliver.
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ALPFENDIX D
PRISONSL 'S TRALVELS 4LTROLD
(1925 « 1945)
Introduction

Prisoner has been questioned in detall on his foreign travels,
It was sought to e¢stablish the suggestion thrown out in the brief
that there wes more in his trevels then journalistic reporting; that
they in fact served as cover for an ccouno®ic and wolitical int
idssion for the GIS or Ausw Ant. ' .
this, nor has infwm come to hand which would .indicate that he was any-
thing but what he claimed to be;

Jjournalist.

Trisoner has emphatically denied

an influential German political

On the other hand, it must be remembered thet Prisoner, a
Journalist with &« reputation and awbition, was in close contact with
highly placed personalities on whom he impressed his experience and
views formed during his travels, the more so, since his real’ con-
victions and views were running counter to the current German pro-
Thus Frisoner was able to cxert privately considerable
influence (through Albrecht HAUSHOFE: on Rudolf HESS, through DIECK-
and LTETZ on RIBIENTROF, much later through SCHELLENBERG
on HIMILER ).

pe.ganda,

HOFF, RAHN

On his return from the US in 1938, Frisoncr made his views
on AMERIC.'s attitude known to high Party ond State functionaries
assembled at the NUREMDERG Rally (see para 14 ). Lfter his return
from the Middle East in Mar 39, he sounded a warning through DIECK-

HOFF (see para 9).

In Lug 39, dismayed by RIZSTENTLOP's intransigent

attitude at a conference at PUSCHL (sue Appendix B, para 3) Prisoner
prophesied that Germen agresssion in POLAND would mean,a) war with the
British Empire, b) that the French would not prevent the British-

reversal of the policy of appeasement, and ¢) that the US would enter

the war six months later,

This memo was vacssed in two coples via

Llbrecht HAUSHOFER; one copy for HESS and one for HITLER. In Sep
39 HESS' adjutant appeared at Prisoner's Office and confiscated the
file copy and shorthand notes as "Top Secret"; this is the only

of ficial reaction known to Prisoner, Similar critical memos to Gen
Obst JOIL werc by-products of Prisoner's visits to SPAIN in 1943 and
194 (see paras 24 and 28). :

Such criticisms of aspects of Germsn foreign policy can
hardly be regarded as political int rcuorts, the more so, since they
weye unsolicited and not premcditated. Prisoner's travels appear
to be, thereforec, of 1little CI value. » They heve been listed briefly
incMmmk@Rd.w&w,amlmmaﬁ}ﬁsmmeiﬁmtmmjmmmﬁsmwe
been treated in some detail,

Ghronology
1925
1926
1927

IT/LY
VIENNA and BUDAFPEST

LITHUANIA, ESTONIA
and LATVIA

Holiday with Priscner's parents.

Study trip during University
surmer holidays. ‘
Six weeks! Jjourney, mainly in
REViL, (TALLINN) and RIGA.




1928

1929

1930

1931

1932

1934

1935

1936

summneyr

SULEIEY

autumn

autumm

Sep=Dec

spring

autunn

autumn

Mey /June

sumer
Jan~Maxr
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POLAND and..
CZECHOSLOV:KILA

LaLTIC STATES

SHITZERLAND

YUGOSLAVIA, BULGARIA
HUNGALL :

F.RIS
PRAGUE
PARIS
LONDCN
LENINGRAD

GINEVi

CROATIA

Northern ITALY

PiIS

ROME
SWITZERL:ND and ITALY

LONDON

ARIS
FRAGUE

ENTVA
DiLEATIA, GREECE,
BULG/RIZ, ROUMANIA,
HUN GARY

ROME

GENEB VLA

SUETEN
MIDDLE EAST

Several weeks' Jjourney, gathering
material for his doctor's degree,
much of which was used in his
book "Zwischeneunopa und die
Deutsche Zukunft*. _
Severnl weeks' journey, more
material for his book.

attended 3-nonths summer course
in GENEVA at Oxford School of
International Relations under
Frof ZIMMERN, followed by holiday
in SWITZERLAND.

Fortnight's holiday.

Six weeks' journcy for more
material for "Zwischeneuropa'.
Financed by grant from HEIDELBER
Sociological Institute, '
Fortnicht's holiday.

Brief trips as free-lance
corresponcaent for *Die Tat®.

A few days' visit at the
invitation of Ges KOSTER, German
Envoy in RIG:h.

Working in the Secretariat of
the League of Nations.

Several weeks' jowrney; visit
to Prof IVCIC, Prof of Sociology
at ZAGREB, followed by holiday
on Isle of RAD.

Gathering material as free-lance
journzlist,

Fortnightt's visit to PARIS as
correspondent for Mtinchener
Neueste Nachrichten (MNN).
Covering MUSSOLINI-DOLFUSS-GOMBUS
Conference for MNN.

Two weeks' holiday in LQCARNO,
GENQOA and SANTA MARGHERIT:4 LIGURE.
Brief trips to cover stories for
MNN (Sudeten question, inglo-
German Naval Agreement, Lecague
of Nations Session).

Originally planned as a holiday,
but became a tour of the BALKANS
for MNN on the BALK/AN attitude
towards the Abyssinian war.

Tew wecks as correspondent for
MNN, dealing with German-Italian
relations (AUSTRIA) and Abyssinian
war. FPrisoner was received by
LUSSOLINT.

Attended two sessions of the
League of Nations on Abyssinian
War,.

Few weeks' summer holiday.
EGYPT, PALESTINE and SYRIA.
Journey undertaken for MNINN.
Details will be found at paras

lf' and 5,



1938

1939

1940

1944

1942

1943

1944

SUNTNGT

autumn
LY - Lug

Sep

Jan - Marx

Lug
Jan

May

June

Aug/Sep
D_ec

spring
Moy

Mar

Jun/Jul
Apr .

Mey
kug

Aug

- Nov

DGC‘
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PARIS

ITALY
Uo.u

LONDON -

MIDDLE F.a8T

VENICE
COFENHAGEN
THE HAGUE
LMSTERDAN

’

STOCKHOLM
UPPSALA
TELGRAIE
UDAPEST

PriIS

PLRIS and RHEIMS

ROME

LISBON and MADRID
RUSSTA

ROME

MADRID ,nd LISBON
COFENHAGEN ,

 MADRID and LISBON
MILAN and FASARO

PARIS
CR..COW

COFENHLGEN

“will be found at

" Lectures

Spent one week as guest of the
Cordte FRANCE-SILEMAGNE at
International World Exhibition.
Two weeks' holiday.
Journey underteken for MNN, also
gathering material for his book
"Der masslosc Kontinent®. Details
paras 10 - 14,
Stayed there for a few Cays afiter
return from US, covering Sudeten
crisis.
EGYPT, SAUDI GRABIA, TRAQ, I.tuLN
T‘Gmd\‘IoT‘J\I. - Segond Middle East
Journey underteken for MNN. also
cathering material for his book
“Juden, Znglédnder und Arabe¥ in
P.LUSTINL®.  For dctails see
peras 6 ~ 9.

Lttending Biennial F‘xhlbltlom :

 Short ledture tout for Izfm Sec,

Ausw At on "Economic and
Folitical Unity of New Europe'.
arrenged by Kulturattacbes
of Embassies.
Lectures as above, through Deutsch-
Schwedische Gescllschaft. -
Lecture as above,. .
Sto"ppd for two days. to talk
Hungarian politics with German
Correspondents there, notably
KORMNHUBER of MNN. -
accompanied RAHN to PARIS af texr tbe
occupation (sce paras 15 & 16)...
Vieit to RLHN and ABETZ (see para 17).
Feo days‘Lvlslt for "Signal",.
Short visit to DIECKHOFF (see
vara.19).
Servirg as Lt with Propaganda
Coy on the Bastern Front.,
Short visit for "Signal' to
discuss tech and distribution
problems for Italian edition..
Visit to DIECKHOFF (see para 22).
Short visit to BEST and meeting
with KRIMER (see para 29)..
Visit to DIECKHOFF (see para 26).
Officially for "Signal%; main
rurpose to visit RAHN and ask him
to intercede for TROTT zu S0LZ,
condemmed to death for 20 July
conspiracy.

Reporting on the “Fall of PARIS“.

(see para 18).

Lecture to staff of a Heeresrruppe

“on international effeirs.

Short visit to EEST and meetlng, W:Lth
KRIMER ¢see para 30). o
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I. JOURNEYS TOQ THE MIDDLE B.iST
3. Pur osE
Undiertaken for, ancl.linanon,d by, the hMlinchencr Neueste
Nachrichten, reporting on the politicel situstion in the MIDDLE
5aSTe

Plrst Journey, Jan - Mar 1937

4e Itinere ary
AIBEXSNDRIS. =~ CLIRO - LUXCR - ASWLN - WiDI HelF4a ~ SUDAN;
by air from KHATOUM to CALIRO -~ JERUSALEM - HAIF. - TEL AVIV =~
SYRI/ - LEBANON; = from there back to ITALY.

. . .
5. Contacts and Tersonalities

°) EGYP1

Germans

Gerzan Envoy in CiIRO, Frhr von OW-WiCHENDORF.

Les Sek Dr SIEGFRIED.

Germnn Consul=-General in ;IEXNDRIA. . o

Iwan KIRCHNER, Forei:n Correspondent of Frankfurter Zeitung.
Very well informed, with many contacts to Arab and
Itelian ocigeles. '

SCHMITZ, oreign correspondent of MNN. _

German business men in EGYPT (names forgotten).

Director of German School in CLTIROs

Members of jrohaeolorical Institute, Very well informed
about current situation.

Ltelians

Menbers of Itallan Eiubassy and Italinn Jou:z‘nallsts
(throush KIRCHNER ). -

" British -

British En 1béssv (through 1ntroduct10n of German imbassador ).

- Sir Miles LAMPSON,

Oriental Secretary.

‘Several Dritish Congular of ficials in. YADI HJJFA and. KHARTOW.

¥, MERTON (? ), Correspondent of "Daily Telegraph"., Through
him met a number of Arab Jjournalists and politicianss
Representative of United Press and INS. a

- !

French

Correspondents of "Le Tc ps” and "Echo de Paris™.

Egyptions

NiHLS Pasha (Prime }inister). .

MiKR:M EBEID Pasha (fFinance Minister). L

ALT MAEER Pasha. '

Egyptian imbassador in T.ONDOH. ' . A

‘Chairman of MISR Corbine, an: dirsctors of MISR Film Studios
and idrlines : ' : »

Editors of "El Ahr'w ", YEl Mokattam" and other journalists.

hohd

The Jissi Shedl of L,d.-T{?m ngque and University.




Layptiens (Contd)
.
Officers of Lryptian iriyy, whoi: Frisoner met casually in
ASN.
Several students belonging to radical nationalist circles.
Some of the younger opposn.tlon politicians of the WAFD.

"b) TDALESTIIE
GeTrans

Gernnn Consul-General DOHLE and Vice-Consul DITTM:R.

Dr Frenz REICIHELT, representative of DNB.

German farners and business men of German scttle*zent
VILHOSLMING ny JiPFA.

German business men in JERUSIL!:,IVI, HiIFA, TEL AVIV.-

Dritish

The High Coiauissioncr for PLLESTTIE , Gen WAUCHOEE.
Public Relations Officer, nnd some other menbers of
Aiinistration, ~

Lredh

The Muf ti of JHRUSLLEM.
LUNI BEY ~XDUL H/DI, Leader of ISTIQULAL Party.
Chairman of Higher Arnb Cormittee.
Some other lerding jrabs in government positions.
The Mayor of JURUSLIEH.
Members of' the AraDd Comnmittees of HATFA and TIBERIAS.
Jews
Officials of the ViAD LEUMI.
Officials of the Jewish hgency in JERUSLEM, in various
Jewiish settlements.
Jewish writers, lawvers, etc in TEL LVIV.
c) TRANSJORDAN
Emir ATDULLAH.
'd) SYRTA

Gernman Consul-General SAILER, who 1ntroduced Prisoner to
officiale of the French idministration and also to .
some Syrien politicians (nemes forgotten).

Second -Journey, Jan - Mar 1939

_Itinerarz

LGYPT - SAUDI ARABL. - HGYFT - PALESTINE - IRAQ -~ IR&N -
*‘CHAI\TIC‘TAN. Prisoner travelled by air. He returned from
TGIUNISTARN via ATHENS and DUDAFEST to GERMANY.
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7. Contacts and Tersonalities
2) D
Prisoner luooked up his former contacts. In addition he met.
the following: -

Leg Sek von HEYDEN, of the Embassy, had replaced SIEGFRIED,
and had been instructed by the Anbassador to assist
Prisoncr in every way.

Lrabs

King F.RUK. ,

Chicf of Egyptian General Staff,
HiPIS AFPIFI Pasha.

Sheik EL MAHRAGI of EL AHZIR Mosque,

b) SLUDI [RiBI4

Gerggns
Ges GROXEL, the new envoy to S.LUDI :R:BIi.
Lxabs
" King IBN S..0D.
CI‘O‘.‘"/’hV P.‘CinCG FEISJ)IJ.
Forelpgn Minister.
The K IMiK/M (Governor) of Province HEDJL.

British

British EInvoy, Sir Leader BULL.RD.
krs PHILBY.

Ttalisns

Italian Envoy.
Head of SAUDI [RABIL “air Force'.

Arericans
Engincers of Standard 0il Co,
c) IRiQ
Members of the Legation (names forpotten; short talks only).

srabs

NURI BS 5.ID Pasha, later Frime Miniszter.

TeSH. Pesha, Minister of War

Officials of the Dept of Education (Priscner was interested
in the settlement of the Bedcuin tribes).

irab émigres from FALESTINE.

The ryor of B..GHDLD.

Sheik i4SIL, Chief of the SHAMLR Tribe.
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Publications

i series of twelve to fifteen articles appeared in the MNN
after cach Journcy. .. larce number of photographs were made
available to the Iiinchener Illustrierte Presse, Prisoner's book
"Juden, Engldnder und .raber in Paléstina", appeared in 1938
(DILDJ:,RICH.J ).

Other Contacts

Frisoner denies that he made any other use of the infm he .
gathered on Bis Journeys. The .usw .mt was aware that Frisoner had
gone, but he did not subwit a report on his return, Ges von HENTIG,
a personal friend of Prisoner, gave him one or two introductions to
frabs in TRu.Q, but other than that, he received no assistance.

Prisoner gathered the impression that, in spite of the
appeasement policy in ILLONDON, the British in the MIDDLE E.ST were
preparing for war and regarded war with GERM/NY as inevitable. He
sald as rmuch publicly in his articles, and asked his friend, Ges
DIGCKHOFF in the nusw .it, to convey a warnlnu to this effect in
of ficial quarters. . ’

II. JOURNEY TO USLA

(fpr - sug 38)

Purpose

To revort on current developments in the USa, especially
on the¢ american attitude towards GERMANY, The Jjourney was tnder-
taken for, and fincnced by, the MNN, and the Munchener Illustrierte
rresse, From May 38 onwards, sixteen articles appeared in the MNN
snd three illustrated articles in the MIP, Prisoner's book "Der

asslose Kontinent" was largely based on impressions gathered during
this trip, but did not appear until spring 42.

The immediate reason for the trip was an invitation from
DIECKHOFF, then German .uwbassador in the US, and a close personal
fricnd of Prisoner's, . DIECKHQFF wrote to Prisoner that he would
welcome his visit, since, in his opinion, imerican affairs were not
being fully reported or even understood in GERMANY. DIECKHOFF had
sent a similar invitation to Rudolf KIRCHER, the editor of the
“Frankfurter Zeitung", who had touwred the US. three months previously.
Itinerary

Frisoner travelled with his wife., - In NEW YORK they bought
a second-hand car and niotored throuch the US. They were given
introductions by the German Enbassy to meny “"representative jmerican
personalities', German consulates were advised in advance of their
arrival, ond arranred introductions to local personalities. Prisoner
was at pains to keep his tour informal and unofficial.

a) NEY YORK
Guest of the German Gen Konsul BORCHERS, who gave wo

reccptions for Trisoner, at which he met well-known NEW YORK writers
and journalists. amony; the gucsts were:-
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Mr CEEP (Publisher). . A v

lirs inne McCORMICK (Ovner, New York Timeés).

iy BUBLL (Poreign Folicy .issociction).
 hieprescntatives from International News sgencies.
Journalists from New York daillies.

Prisoner also met some of the editorial staff of "Time",
"Life", and "Fortune', in particular, Mr D.VENFORT, co-editor of
"Fortunc®, He also had sceveral talks with Henry and Claire LUCE.

Prisoner stayed for four weecks as guest of DIECKHOFF,
DIECKHOFF complained about 1iIUDENTROP's short-sighted policy in his
treatment of the US, especially his cncouragement of the "Bund“,

He gave Trisoner insight into all revelant ;usw [mt files, which he
brousht out with him to his residence. During the four weeks,
Irisoner attended the receptions given by the..bassador, two of

them in Frisoner's honour, apart from the Ewbassy staff, who in
turn invited Prisoner to thelr houses andl through whom he met their
personal friends, both Geruans and jmericans, Prisoner was introduced
to a nunber of Senators, rerrcsentatives and members of the State
Dapt, He can now recall the names only of Rep NYE, Senators
VoNDENDERG, WHEELER, WAGNER and T.IT. To all of these, in so far as
they necded convincing, Prisoncr expounded the beneficial and
rational influence of Nazi GERMANY on JBURCFEL, dismissing the shadier
side of the picturc with a shrug ond an assurance that it was’
designed to keep the igndrant German masses quiet.

Frisoner also had ~ talk with John LEWIS, then already an
opponent of ROOSEVELT's. LEWIS was ad attentive listener to

Prisoner's smooth account of Nazi "Socialism®™ for the German working
class,

Through the Embassy, Irisoner was granted interviews with the
following: -

President ROOSEVELT Herec TFrisoner's charm failed to impress.
ROOSEVELT =sngrily denounced GERMANY's
amnexation of &USTRI:., contemptuously
dismissed Frisoner's protest that the
annexation was the wish of the “entixe
hustrian people™. As a result of
ROOSEVELT's frigid reception and his
sincerc. dislike of Neazism, Prisoner
reported - and later elaborated the theme
*in his book, "Der Masslose Kontinent' -
that ROOSEVELT was £illed with hatred for
all things Gernan, was se: t on destroying
German Kultur, and already thern (1938) was
preparing for an ageressive war. He
rationalised his prejudice by saying that
interna}r difficulties with the New Deal
forced ROOUSEVELT to focus discontent on an
external vietim (thriving GERMANY ).

Cordell HULL Secretary of State Routine

Harold ICKES Secretary of the Interior - official

Henry WALLACE Secretary of Agriculture interviews.
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c) TENNESSEE
Thorouzh inspection of the TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY,
and long talks with the two leading TVA officisls, Mr David
LILIENTHAL and lir MORGAN.

d) NEW ORLEANS -TEXAS - SANT: FE - CALIFORNIA

Prisoner called on local notables en route, eg small-town
bosses, editors of locel papers, Jjudres, etcs Occasionally he
visited a celebrity, ¢g Morcaret MITCHELL in ATLANTA ("Gone with
the Wind"). In HOLLYWOOD Prisoner toured the film studios.

e) SAN FRANCISCC - SAUT LAKE CITY - KANSAS CITY - SAINT LOUIS

Leisurely return TAST, again stovping to talk to lo@al
notables. A week's stay in SAINT LOUIS.

f) CHICAGD

Invited by the North-Western University to lecture on &
"Pan-Buropean Federation', This talk was badly received, and
Prisoner was directly attacked in an after-dinner speech by the
President d the University. He also spoke hefore various clubs
and societies in the city.
¢) DETROIT

Through the German Consul, Prisoner was introduced to the
General Foneger of PORD's, and obtained an interview with Edsel FORD
in DEARBORN. Extensive visit to GENZRAL MOTORS, followed by
invitation to address leading automobile industrialists at an
inforiel meeting,

h) CLEVELAND

Short stay there; the German Consul introduced him to
influential business circles, '

i) BoSTON
Visit to Harvard University.

NEW YORK  Tinel Talks witl DIZCKHOPR

Prisoner returned to NEW YORK, where he remained for a
fortnizht before leaving for CERMANY. DIECKHOFF came up from
WASHINGTON, and asked Prisoner to support his apparently lone voice
aong Nazi. politicians at home and impress upon them that the "Stop
GERMANY" campaign in the US was a significant movement away from
Arerican isolationism, and was likely to grow in proportion to
GERMANY's expansion. (s€e para 14).

 When Prisoner errived in WASHINGION, DI CKHOFF had shovm him
a long report on Fritz KUHN's "Bund" which he hi 1 prepared for the
Ausw Ant, in which he wrote thet this org was rwr by opportunists,

inept polttlelens ond racketeers, and advised th: & no further

financial, political or moral support should be tiven to it. His
reports apparently carried no weight in official quarters,*and he now
asked Prisoner to support him publicky in his paper. Prisoner claims



that during hie stoy he aid not meet KUHN, or attended a "Bund" rally,
Neverthclcss, from his talks with .rmericans he formed the same
impression as DIECKHOFF, and subsequently reviewed the "Bund®

unf avourably, 58 Prisoner and DIECKHOFF had anticipated, this
article provoked the ;0 to indignation, Prisoner was publicly
and privately reprimanded by the Propoganda linistry. He forwarded
all this materiel to DIECKHOFF, who, in turn, took the case as an
opportunity for sending snothur of ficial memoranduri conderming German
backing (his effortu, however, were unrewarded)

DIECKHOFF further asked Prisoner to employ George Sylvester _
VIERECK as the US correspondent of the MNN., To this Prisoner agreed., '
This is the only instance wherc Prisoner is known to have been in
direct contact with an int agent (with the exception of the "Egmont"
veriod.) and may therefore be of -interest.

13, VIERECK's Employrent by the MNN

DIECKHOFF introduced Prisoner to VIERHCK during his visit Ln
VASHINGTON. = VIERECK was an ille;itimate son of Kaiser Wilhelm II,
who had lived in the US for neny years. During the 1914 - 18 war,
he edited the pro~Gerunn '"Des Veterland" and had many acquaintances
aiwong; Senators and representetives, especially the isolationists.
DIECKHOFF used VIIRECK as an informer on the WASHINGTON. political
scene.  Apparently in order to help VIERECK financially, DIECKHOFF
asked Prisoner to take him on the staff o his paper, but his
Journalistic abilities were poor, and when DIECKHOFF was recalled from
the US towards end 1938, Prisoner wished to dismiss the man.
DIECKHOFF, however, wns anxlous to continue to receive VIERECK's
reports, esked Prisonér %o kcop. VITRECK onl his staff, and agreed to
refund his salary of & 500 per month,

BRECK's weckly reports arrived by air mail via the
EERMUDAS, and bore, after Scp 39, British censorship stamps. They
were addressed to the MNN and were only signed with a rectangle
(VIERECK = rectangle in German), a copy of which wes forwerded by
Prisoner to DIZCYHOFF in the iusw Amt. The reports contained
clippings fror. American fapers and articles, the opinions of citizens
in Capitol Hill, intersperscd with "inside tips" on future Presidential
policy, what notables had been received at the White House, and notes
on industrial developrent and production bottleneckss Only the latter
itews were of valuc. FPrisoner states that the reports reflected the
current political atmospherc in WASHINGTON, and were, for DIECKHOFF,
a useful cormplement to the official reports from the German Ambass-
ador, while, aftcr AMERICA entered the war, the scarcity of int from
the US was such, that ¢ven these insignificant messages were valuable,

In spring 41, the MNN paid VIZRECK & lump sum of g 10,000,
ie eighteen months' salary in advance., ~ Shortly after the outhreak
of war, VIERECK was arrestcd by the FBI and the connection ceased.
Prisoner has since been informed at OBERURSEL that copies af all
reports went were found in VIERECK's flat in NEW YORK.  Prisoner is
positive that VIERECK was only working as personal V-man for DIECKHOFF,
and not for the GIS. - He asked SCHELLENBERG in 1944 whether he knew
of VIERECK, but the lotter replied in the negative.

14, Prisoner Reports on his US journey

1 In Sep )u, PTlsono attended the NUREMBERG Party Rally, in
order to warn the leading Nazi functionaries that should it come’ to
ver with the UK, the USi would, in his opinion, join within six months.
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This wes in fulfilient of his promisc to DIECKHOFF that he would use
his influence to support DIECKHOFF's sim:lar views, Prisoner had
talks with RIDDENT OP, WEIZSACKER, DIETRICH, AMANN, ROSENBERG, HENLEIN
(the Sudeten TLeader), GOEBBELS, NAUMANN nnd FRITZSCHE.,  Except for
VEIZSACKER ~nd FRITZSCHE, ,Prisoner's warning fell on deaf ears. He
later learned that the reports of the German nilitary attache in
WASHINGTON, Gen von BOTTICHER, were larpely responsible for the
prevailing sense of complacent security. Prisoner states that
except for this he rmede no report to any other official quarter.

III. VISITS TO FRANCE

Bexly sug 4O

When RAFN took up his fusw st apvointment in PARIS he asked
Prisoner, at thc time still editor of the MNN, to accompany him, as a
personal friend, and "adviser" on pplicy. Frisoner also covered the
occupation of PARIS for his paper, He stayed for ten days, and speut
viost of his time going through FPrench Foreign Offiice files, He was
toying with the idea of preparing a pemphlet compiled from French
docunents proving Irench war cuilt. He states that he met few French
personsglitics, since these had not yot returned to PARIS, but he had
long discussions with RAHN on vhat he considered the proper policy
towards FRANCE.

Sep 4O

Prisoncr returned to PARIS for a few days at RAHN's invit-
ation, He riet & number of Frunch colloborationists, with whom RAHN
and Frisoner discussed the current political situation. Prisoner is
still under the impression that the Gormans were Joyfully received by
the French, who, ernparently, vwerc able to forget their military defeat.
Prisoner also went through more diploratic documents, but came to the
conclusion that there wes nol sufficicnt evidence available to produce
the sensational pamphlet he had in wmind.

Prisoner was invited by Gen SCHAAL, GOC of a Pz Lehr Div at
REHIMS, to leéecture to his steff on Franco-Germen relations. From
RHETMS Prisoner went again to PARIS, staying with RAHN for a few days.
Prisoner gtates that he arrived at the time of the LAVAD crisis, when

_ABETZY¥and RIDBENT OP's policics towards FRINCE for the first time

clashed openly. Prisoner spent many hours encouraging RAHN and ABETZ
to persist in 2 "sane',lenient view, os opposed to RIBRENT OP's harsh
treatient of IRANCE. :

12 < 19 iug by

Frisoner went officially to FRANCE for “Signal", in order to
gather a personal impression of the invasion and to hear . first~hand
reports at GHQ Heercssruppe D, then at SAINT-GERMAIN. Prisoner had
lengthy conversation with the Ic, Gen BLUMENTRITT, who told him that
the campaign in FRsNCE was all but over. Prisoner was reeeived by
Feldmerschall von KLUGE, who wis in a hlack rage, and told him point-
blank that the war was lost ond that RITLER, KBITSL and JODL were
incompetent fools (KLUGE cormmiitted suicide a few weeks later).



19,

20.

21,

e . T e e e s e S zomarae ailc e ¥ AT TEWIIL U sy LT s

- xii ~

In FARIS, Prisoner called on ABETZ to discuss the political
implications of tie Germen dcfeat in FRANCE. ABETZ apporently was
living in a drean world untroubled by victoriocus /llied armies; he
was then in delicate and complicated nerotiations with HERRIOT, whereby

' ABETZ would forrlly hand over the Government of FRANCE to a "French

Nationel issembly" (events moved too fast and ABETZ! syribolic cere=-
nony ended in undlfnlilou rout). :

Prisoner claims that the Parisians, during these last few
days, were extrenely friendly towards the remaining German garrison.
Up to the time when Prisoner left on 19 iug, three days before the
liberaticn, there wos no trace of FFI activities. Prisoner was so
impressed by the sympathetic attitude of the citizens that he
recorded this in an article in "Signal" called "The Last Days of .
PiRIS™.

Frisoner claims that he made NO further use of his conversations

with ADETZ and von KLUGE. He wrote a lengthy report at CBERURSEL on
the subject. :

Iv. Visits to SPAIN and FORTUGAL

Pirst Visit
Moy 41, Visit to LSTORIL

Prisoner spent a fortnight at ESTORIL nxr LISBON on behalf of
the MNN, He stayed ot the Hotel Liramar, ESTORIL.

Purpose

The purpose of his visit wes to gain an objective impression
of the effects of' the bombing of LONDON, and the political situation
Zenerxlly, Priscncr, listening to British broadcasts and awrre of the
fall ibility of the Propaganda Hinistry, suspected that German claims
were not in perspcctive. He was therefore anxious to talk to well=~
informed persons in a neutral country and check their conclusions
ageinst his owne

Contacts

Prisoner claims that he did not attempt to contact any
mermber of the GIS in FORTUGAL or GERMAN. for inside infm. = He pro-
fesses to have hed a low opinion of Abw, and believed that German
foreign correspondents were much better informed and had their own
circle of useful contacts.

as will be seen, some of the journalists were in fact membexs

of the GIS. Frisoner denies being aware of this, and did not seek to

inquire into his informants'! sources.

Prisoner recalls mecting the following: -
HOVIING EN .
HENNIGEN - HUHNE German Anbassador in LISBON,. Formal

courtesy call only,
Irene SELIGO cﬂ/ﬂ-’/ Foreign Correspondent of “Prankfurter
—_— 2c1tunu" Extrenely well-informed
(Note: Known to have been on indimate
(_/  terrs with Richerd SCHMIDT, TM,LISPON)
Hans SELIGOE® DINATAG Correspondent, formerly MNN
correspondent in LONDON. Also well
informed,
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Heinrich BARON,Z*"  Correspondent of "Berliner Bdrsen

Zeitung (Note: Known to have worked

for Abw in PARIS; belicved to have

been a member of the SD in LISBON).

Prau VERNEREN’Y ..... / Correspondent of "Das Reich", Exception-

T e ally well informed, with many contacts
« . v in Portuguese and Spanish circles.
, ‘ _ g . (Note: Mother of Erich VERMEREN of
| a KO TURKEY). |
k BRAGAID . MNN Correspondent, Prisoner later’
i learned that he was "somehow"
. connected with KO PORTUG.L.

Italian Diplomat (neme forgotten) TFirst Secretary {?)

: . at Italian Legation in LISBON, . fron
whon he received a very exact account
of the bormbing of LONDON, which had
been given by an’ Italian priest
recently returned from LONDON.

Frisoner also met officials of the Portuguese propaganda org,
whose names he no longer rec“lls._ )

4 secondary purpose of Prisoner's visit was to organiee” the
purchase of American and /;llied literature through BRA Since the

war the MNN had been allotted a quota of foreign literature through

the Propaganda Finistry, but this was insufficient. - Prisomner was
especially keen to obtain regular supclies of "Fortune', which was |
well=-informed and apparently unaware of security restrlctlons.
Lastly, Prisoner treated this visit as an unofficial

hollday, and spent some time collectln[ material for his forth-
coming book, "The Lge of Icarus'.
Second Vlslt

Jul 43 Visit to VADRID

b

Prisoner stayed for three weeks at the German Embassy as
guest of siobassador DIECKHOFF. When DIECKHOFF was apointed to -
SPAIN, he invited Frisoner to come and see him, 4t the time
Prisoner was a Lt in the fArny, att OKWAW Pr, and working on "Signal",
He arranged with hig chief, Gen von WEIEL, that he should be officially
sent to Gen KRAMERé?kﬁmrmchtsnttachc at the Embassy, to obtain the
General's sugp€stioms for improvement of the Spanish edition of
"Signal".  KRIMER had barely heard of the paper, and after half-an- .

hour's talk, followed Dy an invitation to dinner, Prisoner's official
mission was completed, '

FPurpose and Contacts

Prisoner's real purpose was to obtain for his own use infm
about political conditions in the UK and USA, and on conditions in

SPAIN generally, while at the same time taking advantage of his trip
as a holiday. Through his friendship with DIECKHOFF he had access to
all Embassy reports and was in a position to see documents of a

» which would normally not have been available to
him, DIECKHOFF had many conversations with Prisoner, in which they
discussed the international situation, and DIECKHOFF related such

"unofficial® infm as had come tc his ears. Prisoner further had
lengthy talks with Ges Rutfgguzgﬁgihe Second Secretary, who also
seemed well informed, Prisoner metnutst of the Embassy staff, but
can recall only the nemes of LAZRWFress Attache), Dr PETERSEN
(Kl tur AxtaChe) and Geqﬂfﬁgygg. Prisoner denies that he had-&ny
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contacts with KO SFAIN or tried to pump ibw offrs for infn, He

. agrees that probably he met several offrs, but he was not cware of
their duties, In any case, Frisoner claims that without a letter
from ibw in BERLIN, no ibw offr would have talked openly to an out-
sider. Further, DIECKHOFF, as Awbassador, viewed the activities of .
the KO sourly, since he conddired it inefficient and consisting
mainly of offrs out to have a good time,

Through the Embﬂssy, Prisoner met a nurber of Spanlsh Jjovrn-
alists and Foreign Office officials, whose nemes he no lo
reizerbers.  He recalls, however, the name of Manual AZNAR ter

transferred to WASHINGTON), with whom he had lcngthy discussions about
the trend of the war. -

Prisoner returned via LISuON, where he stuyed for a few days.
He again contacted German foreign correspondcnts stationed there, and
.purnped them for news about the current 1nturnatlonal situation. Be

bought a quantlty of Allied literaturec on the black market, and
returned by air to GERMANY.

Secret Memorandumn

Althoush Prisoner could not make use of nmost of the infm to .
which he had been ;iven access by DIRCKHOFF, he wrote a "Top Seoret"
report for Maj SOLM, his departmental chief in W/Pr.which was passed
via Ben WEDEL to Gen Obst JODL. It pave Prisoner's impressions of
the current situation, 2s. seen from SPaIN, and served to reinforce
DIECKHOFF's pess1mlot1c reports of growing fllied strength. Sorme
straight propegendist articles appearcd in "Signal!, and additional

neterial was later cublished in Prlsoncr s book "The nre of Icarus",
Third Visit .

May 4 Visit to MADRID

Three weeks' visit to the Gcrnon Embassy as guest of DIECKHOFF.
Substentially, it was o repotition of his previous visit, "Signal"
was persueded to send Prisoner on a uission to the Wehrmachtsattache
to inquire to what purpose he proposed to put the special funds

allotted to him for propaganda among the Spenish Blue DlV, then

- elready withdrawn frow RUSSIA.
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Contacts

As before, DIECKHOFF took Frisoner into his full confidence,
and showed him .iusw Lt documents of interest to Prisonecr. Through
Eubassy contacts, Prisoner met a nurber of Spanish Foreign (Office
officials and journalists, among then again Mrnuel AZNAR. DIECKHOFF
also gave three receptions for Prisoner; eamong

¢ the guests were:-
Spanish priest (nome forgotten) Reputed to be confidential
adviser to FRaNCO.

CAVEILERO The well-known Spanish writer.

Editors and diplomatic. corres-
pondents of "va', "Arriba" and "iBC".
. The Japanese Jmbassador.
The Bulgarian Jsosbassador.
Staff of German Ishassy.

While Prisoner was in MDRID the inglo-Spanish agreément of
2 May Lk wes signed (puaranteeing Spanish neutrality, no more Spanish
war-deliveries to GERMANY, internationsl zone in TANGEER, etc) and
Prlsoner had first-hand infn on. the ecvents’ preceding it throufh the




the talks DIECKHOFF had with JORDAN. on the subject. DIECKHOFF at
the time was forcecd to put forwnrd RIBBENTHOP's policy in his official
talks, although he complaincd to Prisoner about susw wnt stupidity,
DIECKHOFF further steteld that KO SPLIN was prossly overstaffed, and
¢iving much nore trouble thon it wes worth (Prisoner has once nore
denied that he knowingly met any Lbw offrs or had access to .bw filesg
+in view of the Ambegsador's dislike of this org, it would have been an
act of ?isloyalty for “risoncr even to attempt to gather infm from that
source, . :

Pert of the Prisoner's stoy was simply & holiday.  He spent
) some time pathering more Spanish material for "The ige of Icarus", and .
'Q;j? accompenied Gen Konsul POCHHAMMER on & duty trip to MALLG:, retwrning
/ by train o week later.

27+ Beturn via LISBON

t

From MLDRID, Frisoner returned via LISBON, where he broke his

S”journey for fowr or f'ive doys. He agoin contacted his igﬁ}e of -
Cg_/German corresponients which now also included Dr ¢LAUS§%§” e DiZ ehd
SEZSRRIL) of the DNB, and bought quantities of jllied Iiterature aveileble

in LISBON. He states that he also had an important talk with
4 ORTEG. y GASSET, the philosophcer, This conversation was held with
- CA* the Tnowledie of ' TROTT zu SOLZ; it was o preliminary sounding to find
e out whether, in thec event of ~ successful assassination of HITLER,
G.SSET would be prepored to act as intermedicry between the new Gerwman
fovernment and the Western allies, It appears thet ORTEGA reacted
favourebly to the hints throvm out by Prisoner.

28, Secret Memorandwa to JODL

_ . On his return to GERMLNY, Prisoner once more wrote a "Top
Seerot" report on his journey, which was passed to Gen Obst JODL-i AS
far as Prisoner remembers, 1t contained the following points:=-

~ The Imbassy is strongly opposed to special propaganda among
former members of the Bluc Div; propaganda allotments should
cease, Inside infm cbout evehts leading up to the signing of
-the inglo~Spanish agrcement; DIECKHOFF's Gifficulties in SPAIN
2s a result of RIBEENTREOP's "tough" policy;  FRINCO's attitude
(controry to German opinion, FR/NCO is not a Geuleiter, but e
shrewd statenan); irbossador complains that KO is over staffed
and inefficent; in spite of Spanish promises to the UK,
wolfram deliveries to GERMANY will continue as before,

Ls before, severel propagendist articles appeared in "Signal",

29, Connections with KO SPAIN

- 4s will be secvn from the{foregoing, Prisoner has denied contact
., ¢+ With KO SPLIN.  He met LEISSNERMPrisoner at DIC) for the first time
at this Centre, FKLEVENSTULER wos known to Prisoner before, but he
claims that he was only o slirht ncquaintance (this has been confirmed
independently by KLEYZFSTUBER, also Prisoner at DIC). '

_ Shortly =fter Frisoner's return from SPAIN in Jun 44, KRIMER
2sked him to meet a friend of his, sn Lbw offr, who would shortly proceed
to SPAIN to take over the KO there and be glad to hear from Prisoner
about conditions in SPAIN, specifically of the Ambassador!s attitude

towards the KO»  Trisoncr agreed to meet KIEYENSTUBER at his flat in
EORLIN.  © He told him of DIECKHOFF's prejudice against the KO and
Abw personnel, and :rve him somc hints on how[to improve public
reletions between the Zrbossy and the KO, YENSTUBER esked

>



wes in effect no more then o courfesy cell, No int or political infu
was e¢xchanced. '

Prisoner denivcs any knowledge of Spanish int sources. He
7as merely aware that OSTRO operated from STAIN;  the name Paul
FIDRMUC means nothing to. hin For reasons already stated Prisoner
refrained from closer inguiry.

V. VISITS T0 DENMIRK

30, COPENHI.GEN, .ipr I

Officially, Frisoner wes sent there by "Signal" to write an
article on German adi in DEMMARK. His stay lasted about five days.

His real purpose was to make contact with BEST, German
Plenipotentiary in DEMMARK. -Prisoner states that the "20th July
circle" for somé time had been sounding prominent Nazi personalities
on ‘their attitude to the regime, and gauging their probable reaction
to the assassination of HITLIR. 4Lt TROIT zu SOLZ' suggestdon
Prisoner went to sce BEST, since rumours had reached the conspirators
that BEST, in spitc¢ of his bnad Nazi record in IENMARK and FRANCE,
belonged to the moderstes in the Perty. ' ’

Prisoner casily obtained an interview, . BEST knew af

. Prisoner through his writings, and Prof SIX had previcuoly -told
Prisoner that BEST would be glad to make his acquaintance, BEST
was surprisingly frank with Frisoner;, he criticised the conduct of
the war, and the incomprchensible attitude of the Reich Government
(their circumlocution for HITLER).. BEST tolked at length about his
.fears that DENMaRK would be the terget of an allied diversionary
invasion, and thst in such a cese the inilitary side would look grime
Prisoner did not comuit himself either way, but later reported to
‘TROTIT that BEST, if properly approached, would co-operate,

While in COPUNH,.GEN, Prisoner met ERIMER, They systematically
réviewed the international situation. | This was of no special
-§1gnificance, since KItIMER usually visited Prisoner about once a month
in HERLIN for the swme purpose. (see ippendix AL, para 15).

' Prisoner published »n orticle, "The Headaches of a Reichs-:
komnissar", in "Signal¥ few weeks after hisreturn to EERLIN.

31. Visit to COFENHLGEN, Dec Lk

- This was again of a few days' duration, officialy undértaken
for "Signal®™, By then Prisoner was already working for SCHELLENBERG,
and was, given great freodom by "Signal", who were eware of his
hlghly-placed connections.

The war was Jrawing to a close and SCHELLENBERG was trying
tqvfend out peace feclers, = On the other hand HITLER, KEITEL and
I@ﬁﬁOVEN were in fevour of o last-ditch defence of NORWAY and DENM-RK,
With SCHELLENBERG's knowledge and approval, Prisoner <ontacted BEST,
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Firstly, he wished to find out whether BEST was still in oppositions
He found EEST more strongly opposed than ever, and without prompting,;
BEST stated catejorically that he would never allow DENM/RK to

becorie the scenc of fighting, ond thouglt TERBOVEN's policy for NORWAY
madness, DBEST gave Prisoner a biting character-sketch of TERBOVEN,
and talked at length about Danish affsairs, He though the Danish
Resistance rnovement was insignificant -~ at the most he estimated it
at 30,000 men - and discounted a rising as unlikelys On the other
hand, EEST was werried by the Danish strikes; and said he had been
ordered to carry out repressive neasurces. He had, he clainmed; asked
permission to resign, but had been ordered by HITLER to carry ong
- Nevertheless, shculd he be ordered to shoot Danish hostages as-
reprisals, he would resign rather than be responsible for the
executions, Prisoner carefully inguired what connections TEST hed
with S8WiDEN, but BEST apparently had no contacts thers. Prisoner
hinted that events might be moving fast, and was assured that while
BEST was in command, no last-ditoh defence of IENM/RK would be undere
‘tﬁkenv .

Prisoner also invited KRIMER to COPENH.GEN, and they hed
another telk, this time quite open on both sides, since Prisoner,
as "Egmont" was sware of KRIMER's int activities.

Nothing appeared in print about Prisoner ‘s visit to IENMARK;

he merely reported verbally to SCHELLENBERG the results of his talks.
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