SEGRET

o » ROL/ING anD RECORD SHeteT
INSTRUCTIONS: Officer designations (see separate sheet) should be used in the "To" column,
Under each comment a line should he drawn across sheet and each comment numbered to correspond
with the number in the "To" column, Each officer should initial (check mark insufficient)
before further routing. This Record and Routing Sheet should be returned to Registry.
FROM: AGGESSION NO.
MEH 005 12258
- DATE RE:EIVED IN S. A
JAN 211947
DATE OFFICER'S
TO ROOM NO. REGEIVED CORWARDED INITIAL COMMENTS
1. ' )
P& M a3l 9@/’ _|@ee.
2.
| 279 /
H. | | DF o
FE Tlgsse lamoa oa1PEB ¢ ghilo 0 o
5 , Foa o s Tk
C J / /4/ PRy o
| )b GO VA LA - TR S S S WA S
6. . !
A” L '
—T ay ' 5%4~) ? /1 ’
e d W ERPYY : o o
7T
573 fie o
8 N
DECLASSIFIED AND,_LELEASEM%,.,.,.
9. LENTR AL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
SUURCESNETHUDSEXEMPTION 3828
NAZI WARCRIMES 81 5CLOSHRE ACT——
0. DATE 2007
i o S
iz Job. 76 -289R
Box ¥9 -
13,
4. B o -
15, o -
FORM NO. 5 -10 SECRET 1333

SEP 1946



e

WAR DEPARTMENT DETACHMENT (USFET) AN 9 184>
APO 757 - U. S. ARMY

/
28 December 1916 '
SUBJECT: Inf;rmation Copies of Mr. Libich's Kevorts
TO: ¥Mr. Richard Helms, Chief, FBM, Washinzton
"l. Attached ére copies of reports which Mr. Jan F, Libich
has submitted for dissemination through regular channels at Bern and
AMZON. This material is forwarded merely for your convenience and in-
formmtion and for forwarding to [ —1 of Special Funds.
Date Subject
Dec. 17 -~ Dunavolgy K.F.T., Budapest &
Dec. 22 - Arrest of Professor DELIC éﬁd
n - Gold Smuggling into Italy 7/ /-~ - RS /5.
" - Increase in Cnyx Production, Skoplje, Yugoslavia ‘
n ~ Activities of BUEHRLE, Oerlikon .
Dec. 23 - Paraphrase of Cable on Gold Transactions K T ’. f{L[
Dec. 2L - __Bernhard BERG -- Report of Mr. Sam E. Woods, Zurich, #/% t;/a
Mt No. 673, dated Dec. 1k, 1906 ( 2 copies )
ﬁec. 27 - Bernhard BERGHAUS ( 2 copies ) 7f deee tan R . e

b [ NS DBeasd
} e
2. For the reasons indicated inthe two memoranda on Bernhard

BERGHAUS, it is requested that they be called to the immediate attentlon b
of the proper authorities in Washington. <"

B |

GORDON™M. STEWART
Chief, IB, AMZCN




MEMC .4 HIDUR . 27 December 19Lo

SUBJECT:  Bervhard HCRGHAUS
01 Chief, I8, AMZON

%ith reference to my conversation yesterdsy with Capt, Hans Marchand,
in whioh he sgreed to reguest that our repressntative in Furnberg take the
necesseYy steps to have subjeot includec on the war criminal list, the
following is submitted:

1. mmmmmmmmmmmmmua prepared by
the Finenoial Inve tions Sechion, OMOUS, APC 7h2, mdeuted 18 ¥ov. 1%Lo,
shows olearly that should be included in the wer criminal list not as
mwmmmm 'uhmdiuhdenm Wanted List Mo, 13, File
mzsalm,m;n.wam

2. It is suggested that our Mwmnbdberg representative contact ¥r,
Sprecher, Chief, HBoonomiss Divislon, 0ffice of General Counsel, WMar Crimes,
mwmwmmtumm legation in Berm mre very
in in hav Borghlu repatriated from Switserland, The British and
Awerican Logations Switgerland, have recently submitted to the Swiss
ATthort bl Tequont® fob Bls repetrisbion. o compel the Seice bo tehe
favorshle sotion in spite ofthe strong protection he receives from certain
Swisp perscnslities, we dasire inclusion of his name on the “mented as z war
oriminal® list. We will thus also remove from Switger and elimim be as
& possible future sowree of danger, a clever and still wealthy Germsn
srmanants manufacturer with mrbmt international connestions,

3. As stated in par. 2 of the attached roport, the docurentary
evidance in this case is far too voluminous to send around but it is
availeble in the files of ¥r. Xagan's office, Finance Divieion, CKOUS,
Berlin, Telophone: 42-192. If Mr. Sprecher desires photostat ecoples of any
of the materdal listed, ¥r. Kagan will be glad to supply them,

Jan F. lLibich

ccnd/-m
- Berny
2~8pmuhtr
1 - IB AMZON

e
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cONFIDENTIAL
o | CONFTDRNTIAL
FINANCIAL INWHSTIOATIUNS SECTICN

Finsnoe Division
APO The

18 Hovember 1946

SURJECT s Interin Heport on Bernhard Berghaus
v i
Attn:  Mr, Norton Bach
Introduction
1. 7The interim report which is submitted herewith includes the
findings of the investigation condusted by the Finance Division, CHGUS.

It establishes the responesibility ef Berghaus for the commission of war

crimes and refutes his allegations of anti-EKagi attitudes and activities,
The findings of other agencies of American and British Military Governments
will be coordinated by this Divigion and forwarded to you direetly that
they becoms sxvallable,

2, The volume of exhibits used in the preparation e¢f this report
forms %00 great a bulk to attach herewith. They will remain on file, how-
ever, with the Finance Vivision, CIUS, where reference to them may be made,
A list of the exhibits together with a brief deseription of them is attached
to this report as Appendix A,

Sumary

3, Bernhard Berghaus scquired control of a mumber of German armements
plants beginning in 1931 - 1932 and played an important role in the entire
resrmament progrsr of the Third Heich, Jeginning in 193k his srmament
factories devoted their production to the Luftwaffe and the Army Ordnance
Office, and the research laboratoriss he established in ths same year con-
ducted ordnance research for the OKH.
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L. One of Berghaus' prind pal factories, the leipsiger leichtmetdll~
werke Ruckwits was designsted by Hitler as a National Soclialist "Model
Feotory" and the Plant Direotor was received in person by Hitler.

5. Berghsus expressed the view in 1940 that Britain and France had
been foolish to resist the armed power of Germany.

_ 6. Berghsus plesdged his entire personal fortume during the war
to seouwre a gusramteed loan of RM 65,000,000 so as to establish “one of the
largest if not the lergest" light metals fastory in the world.

7« Berghsus employed mumerous prisoners of war in his armaments
factories in direct viclation of the Geneva Convention,

8. Berghaus inployed a great rumber of xlave laborers in his
factoriss. On his o initiastive he dispatchad special commissicns to
Poland, Csechoslovakias and Italy, as well to German concentration camps to
obtain additional slave laborers. Berghaus' name has bsen entered on the
CHOWCASS registry for interrcgation on the maltreatment of Russisn and Polish
slave laborers in his factories, One of the two principal Berghaus Plant
Drectors is at present under arrest and awaiting triel as a war orimingl
for slave labor maltreatment.

9. Berghaus has submitted two memoranda to the Americsn sonsular
authorities in Switserland in support of his visa application to the United
States. The statements of his political sttitudes and activities which
he has outlined are inoosmpatible with the established faocts. He has falsely
denied his membership in the Nasi Party as well as his acquaintanceship with
various high ranking Nagi ofﬁciﬁu@ ~ N FH D EL’NTL’} ”\ |

Findings A LS tIEE

10. Bermhard Berghaus beceme one of the German industriglists to
have an important share in the entire resrmsment program of the Third Reich.
In fact already during the period of the Weimar Republisc he prepared himself
for this role znd engaged in activities which were in violation of the pro-



visions of the Treaty of Versailles. Klaus Franke, a former Berghaus con~
fidential employee of many years standing seserts in a written statement
given on T June 1946 (Exhibit 15, Page 1) that

%, o+ o Berghaus obviously realized quite early that the buying

up of equipment was a very good thing for future armament

factories. Therefore ha bought up at sorap metal prices muge

macshine dumps, pertisularly those of the Navy, waich he was

then able to keep hidden by means of his commestions. Com-

paratively early he managed to get into the mamufacture of

munitions, The basis for this was the Berlin-Luebeck

Maschineafabriken. "

Berghsus became the sole propristor of this company whieh between 193L - 1540
devoted itself to the manmufagsture of armaments exelusively although in the
latter year the production of ecertain accesgories was alse undertaken, These
activities were carried out on behalf of the Heereswaffenamt (Army Ordnsnce
Office), (Exhibit 6, Pages 1, 23 Keport of Deutsche Revigions & Treuhand

- Gegellschaft, 1942).

11. At the end of 1931, Berghaus, at the instigation of Iuftwaffe
eirolee, acquired s two thirds partnership in the leipsiger lLeichtmetallwerke
Rackwitg, The remaining ome third intereost was controlled by Dr, ¥alter
Schmidt, a former kI.G. Farben representative, Berghaus applied great
quantities of time, energy, snd momey towards the suscessful development of
this factory. (Exhibit 9, Page Lj Letter by Berghaus' attormsy, von der Golts,
to State Secretary Dr, Freisler, of the Redsh Ministry of Justice, 20 October
1941). In 1934 the Berghaus factories embarked on s great expansion program
in the interests of ths Hazi rearmemenmt efforts, The Leipmiger laichtmetsell-
werke in particular, under tha direction of plant mansger Walter Marx meds
"through ceaseless work, and impetuous advance to its present sise"., The
factory made mo distinguished a record in the speed of its expansien and
the increase of its war production that it became the first in tho entire

Geu to receive the designetion of Hitler as a “"National Socialist Mcodel
Faotory®, Plant Director Merx was in consequence received, in person, by

tde Fuehrer., (Exhibit 9, Pages L, 5).



12, During 1934 Berghaus also established a research laborstory,
the “"Versuchsstation und Lsboratorium Bernhard Serghaus” for techmicsl ex-
periments inthe armament problems with which his faetories were engaged.
These researches produceg for Berghaus some 370 patents in the armaments
field, some oi‘ whioh were of such significance thset they were brought to the
personal agttention of the Fushrer (Exhibit 9, Page 2). During the six yeer
period between 193L - 15L0 Berghaus spent eome RM L million on these re-
searches (Bxhibit 1, Page 35 Statemsnt in Kay 1940 by a Bexrghaus attorney,
Dr, Noack, %o the Publis Prosesutorts of fice, Berlin),

13. In seeking to develop new and improved metals for armaments
purposes the Berghaus laboratories traveled far afield in an effort to
overcome exlisting raw material shortages. Hence, directly upon the con-
clusion of the Italo-Ethiopian War, Berghaus organized an expedition to
Kthiopia to prospact for ocopper and wolfram ores. For this enterprise
he received the supportof the Office of the Four Year Plan (State Searetary
Koerner) and the Reichsamt fusr Bodenforschung (State Seerstary Wilhelm
Keppler) es well ae of the Italian Govermment. The expedition remained in
Ethiopia for a year and a hall and the costs of it smeunted to some
R 1 milljon., (BExhibit 3, Page 33 Interrogation of Viktor Schuls,

19 October 15L6).

1. The Berghaus armanent enterprises during these years proceeded
with their expension and increased their production to such a degree that
at the outbreak of the war Berghaus expressed his amagement that the French
and British had chosen to resist at gll. He could scarcely believe, he
stated, that thess powsrs would be foolish enough to risk their very nationel
existences to combat the armed might of Germsny, ths enormous scope of whiech
he had learned through his own fastories., (FExhihit 2, Page L3 CGopy of un-
dated memorandum by Berghaus written presumably in November 1540).
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15, The Berghaus factories contimied their expension after the out=
break of war. By the end of 1942 Berghaus added the *Sintermetallwerke Bern-—
hard Serghaus to the war factories of whieh he was the sole owner, This
company was established for the application of new techniques to the manu~
facture of war materisls developed inm the laboratories of the Berlin-Lusbecker
Maschinenfabriken on behylf of the OKH (Exhibit 7, Pages 1, 23 Report of
Deutsche Revigions & Treuhand Gesellschaft 1943). Some time earlier Rerghsus,
with the en® uragement of the Office of the Four Year Plan and of the Air
Ministry, had commenced to build, at Engerau, Austria, what was envissged to
becoms "ome of the largest if not the very largest light metal fastory in
the world." (Exhibit 9, Pages 2, 3). The enterprise was of such importance
to the Uermen war sconomy, that the Reich Economics Ministry gusranteed a loan
of BK 65,000,000 for its construstion (Exhibit 10, Page 1). The enterprise
was of such importanece to Berghaus that to secure the loan, it is stated, he
pledged his entire personal fortune, (Statement by Viktor Sohuls, the con~
fidentisl pecretary to Derghaus after 1935, snd embodied in Atrgrsm to the
American legation at Bern by Ambsssador Murphy, 30 January 1746). By the
autumn of 194, the plant remgined unfinished although the original 65 millions
wers axhausted and Berghaus was compelled te requast fresh sums. (Exhinit 10,
Page 1, Copy of letter to the Economics Ministry by Berghaus, 22 September 15L!

16, Although the Berghaus factories were devoted to the diresct pro-
duction of armamerts they empleyed prisoners of war in the execution of these
tasks in direct violation of the Geneve Comvention, Chapter 3, Article 31
of the Convention Helative to the Treatment of irisoners of War, 27 July 1929
states:

“Labor furnished by priscners of war shall have no direct relstion

with war operations. It is espscially probibited to use prisoners

for memufacturing and transporting arms or munitions of any kind,
or {or combatant unite.*
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NHotwithstanding this prohibition Berghaus employed in 1942 123 PRe in the

Berlin-lusbecker Masghinenfabrik (ixhibit o, Page 3) and 308 Ws in 19L3 at

the Sintermetallwerke Sernhard Berghaua (Ixhibit 7, Page 8)., it the beginning

of 1945 gome 60 M¥s were still employed at the Iusbeck factory (Mibit 1L,

fleport by Britfsh Military Govermment, 18 October 19L6).

17, The Berghaus faectories during the war employed slave lsborers
coming from all parts of Euwrope but particularly from the eastern territoriss.
Berghaus was not content to obtain slave labor through the custom ry of fioial
channels (Office of Gauleiter Sauckel) tut dispatched special labor "commissions'
to Osechoslovekia, Polund, Croatia and afterward te Italy and concluded agree-—
ments with Nasi oollabomb&ra in Russia such as Colonel Domanow, the Ateman of
the Cossacks, for theprocuremend of additicnal worlers, He also took spacisl
steps to reocruilt slsve labor from German concentration camps and afber the
fall of iMuseolini to obtain immstes from the jails of the Rasl dominated
Italian Government, (Exhibit 11, Letter by #alter Marx which was forwarded to
Kriminalrat Dr. Schisber by Berghaua, 3 November 1Skl Exhibit 13, Authorization
issued by Plant lanager Gerhsrd Alex of the Engersu Nerke for the recruitirg
of Italian jall inmates),

13, The number of slave workers employed by Berghaus inareased pro-
gressively during the course of the war., M 1942 some 380 slave workers oub of
a total labor force of some 3000 were employed in the Berlin-Luebecker
Maschinenfabrik., (Exhibit &6, Page 3)., By the beginning of 1945 the mumber
of slave workers in the same f{actories expanded to some 1,00 out of a total of
3000, (Exhibit 1),

19. The present investigation has found additional evidence to support
the S8U/Bern iieport, 9 Sept 1946 stating that Berghaus' factories "were kmown
a8 places where Russian prisoners and other slave wérkers were treated worse
than anywhere else in Germany.” The British Military Government authoritics
have arrested Plant Director Hugo Wedeking, the highest ranking official

lf‘\\ f » =y
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currently available of the HBerlin-Luebecker Xaschinenfabrik. He is con-
fined at the Neuengame ietention Camp awaiting tPial as a war criminal for
maltreatment of slave labor (Exhibit 1L). The smerican uilitary Government
authorities in Austris are also iwestizating Plant Director Salter Marx of
the Leipziger iﬂinhtmtallmrke Rackwitz, who is at resent in Salzburg.
The available information relating to him ig being forwarded to Austria,

20, It is in thie comneotion that CKCWCA3S (Central Registry of #ar
Criminals and Security Suspects) has entered the nsme of Bernhard Berghaus
(File Number 258118) on its wanted list for intermgation on the maltreatment
of Ruseian and Polish slave lsborers in hiz factories between 19L1 - 19L5.

21l. DBerghaus has submitied %o the American consular suthorities in
Switzorland two memorands dated 8 September 1946 and 19 September 1946 in
suoport of his visa apolication to the United States, The declarstions which
he makes in them of his political attitudes and activities contain stetements
in direct contradiction to the known facts.

a. Statement: “I kept away from all nationgl socialistic arrange-
mente" (Memorandum, 19 September 15h6, page 3).

Pagts: The files of the Derlin Documents Center reveal that
Berghaus joined the Kasl Party on 1 ¥ay 1933, Party Number 2878103,
b, Statememts “I never met any of the leading personalities (of
Hational Socislism).” (Memorandum, 8 bepwmr\wm TrITTT S
Fagts: Viktor Schule has stated that Berghaus and Wilhelm Kaapler
were together at least fifteen tims, apart from various luncheon moetings,.
(Exhibit 3, Page 3). Kepdar was personsl advisor to Hitler on economic
problems even bafore 1933; founder of the notorious Keppler Circle 2 :2
the Himaler Circle which during & term of some nine years ralsed from Germsn
business men some KE 1 million per year for the "special uses" of Helnrich
Rimsler; State Secretary in the Foreign Cffice for ppacial problems, e.g.
to sonclude the preliminery political arrangements for the Anschluss with
Austria,the conquest and partition of Csechoslovakis ete.
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Vikdor tchulg and others havs also stated that Berghaus was per—
sonally acquainted with State Semﬁry Paul Koerner, Goering's deputy in the
Office of the Four Year Plan. (ixhibit 3, Page 3). Koerner was an old Nagi
Party activist who in 1928 gave up the business he owned because he decided to
follow a purely political career. After the Naxis cams to power Qoering appoint
him his personal deputy in varlous emberprises, Interropation of Koermer and
Kepplar on their relations with Befghaus has rovealed additional information
which is being forwarded to this office.

Klaus Franke a Berghsus confidential employee has stated that Hans
Kehrl supported the efforts of Berghaus to expand his armament factories in
hustria (Exhibit 15, Pege 3)« S8 Prigadefushrer Hans Kehrl was an old Perty
activigt who became Gauwirtschaftsberater (Economie Advisor to the Gauleiter)
of Kottbus as well as President of its Chember ofCormmerce. Kehrl also became

~one of the astive members of the notorious Himmler Circle.

c. Statement: DBerghaus had certain difficulties with the Gestapo
during 1940/L1 which begen direstly upon his retwrn from e trip to Switgzerlam,
"The reason for these steps taken by the authorities,” he states,” being our
opposition tc the Nasl system well-known to all the authorities”, (Yemo-
randum, 19 September 19L6, Fage 2). "'“E : fi T” :“ i ?J VI ;] 43 L

Facts:  Berghaus' difficulties with the Gestapo did not arise
out of any political opposition to the Naxis but resulted from charges against
him by Dr. Sehmidt, the junior partner in the leipziger Leichtmetallwerke
kackwitz. The chargss developed in consequence of personal differences
betwoen the women (Exhibit 9, Page 6), Dr, Sohmidt charged Berghsus with
seeking to transfer to America from England in 1939 a large sum in pounds
sterling in direct violation of the foreign exchange blocking laws of the
Germgn Government, (XExhibit 1, 9 are devoted in their entirety to this
subject). Berghaus was cleared of these charges and Dr. Sohmidt was com-
pelled in consequence te dispose of his one third {nterest in the LL to
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Berghaus who became thereby the scla owner of the plant. Yuring the last
thres yaai's of the war Berghaues made seversl trips jer year to Switserland,
an indication that his diffieculties with the Gestapo did not have a
political foundation. Another indication of this deseription is to be
found in the !:aot that during the latter wonths of 19L0 the OKH, in
recognition of Berghaus' position as an srmament mamifacturer appointed
him trustee of the French arms faotory, “Wanufseture Nationale d'Armes de
Chatellerault*, (ixhibit 6, Page 1). Berghaus' temporary embarressment
with tho Gestapo falled to disturb the harmony of the trusteeship and he
retained the office until the liberation in 194k (Exhibit 8),
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Bxhibit
1 Statement to the Publie Prosecutor of Berlin by
- Dre Erwin Noack, one of Berghsus' attorneys,
dated 21 May 19L0.

2 Memorandum by Berghaus to his attorney von
der Glots. Undated though probably sent in Nowember.
1940,

3 Imterrogation of Viktor Schulg, 19 Cetober 1946,

L letterhoad of leipgiger Leichmetallwerke Rackwits
with imprint "M.5. Musterbetrieb," Cctober 1941,

6 huditors report of the Berlin-Lucbecker Maschinen-
fabriken, made by the Deutsche Hevisions & Treuhand
Gesollschaft, the official euditing company of the

 lleich, for the year 19L2,

7 Auditors report of the Sinmtermetallwerke Bernhard
Berghaus, made by the Deutsche Revisions & Treuhand
Oesellschaft for the year 1913,

8 A bill addressed to the Berlin-luebecker Masehinen-

fabrik as Trustee of the OKH for the "Manufasture
Nakionale diArmes de Chatelleranlt”, dated 30 Sept 134l.

AR TIN T TIAL



Fxhibit
9 Copy of report sent to State “ecrstary Freisler
of the Reieh Ministry of Justice by one of Jergheuns’
- lawyers, 20 October 1941,
10 Copy of letter to the keich Economics kinistry
by Berghaus, 22 Sepbember 19L.
11 Copy of letter to Staatsrat Schisber by
Jelter Marx, 3 November 19.L.
12 Copy of letterof trpnsmittal of Txhibit 11
by Berghaus to a Kriminalrat,
13 Copy cof an authoriszation to Colonel Scheoeneich
by Plant Direotor Gerhard Alex, 3 Kovember 19l.
1L Raport by Audits & Investigations Branch, Finance
DMvision, Comtrol Commission for Oermany (British Element),
13 October 1946, besed upon information supplied by the
Custodian of the Berlin-~Lucbecker Haschinenfabrik.
15 Statewent by Klaus Franke, dated 7 Juns 1946, to
Audite & Investigations Eranch, Finance iiivision, Control
Comnission for Gerwany (British Element).
A THUE COPY
HANSE MALRCHAND

Gapt. » FA
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SUBJXCT:  Bernhard BERGHAUS — Heport of br. Sa: L. Woods, Zurieh,
to State Department, No, ©73, dated Dee, 1k, 174o

TCO» ¥r, Paul C, Blm, Bern Stetion
FRCM s Jan F, Libich

Although I had time for only a brief glance at Nr, Woods' letter
criticis 53U Reports on Berghaus, I want to call your attention to the
following faocts:

1, Mr. Boods states that Kurd von GUNTARD could not have expressed
the opinion that members of his family were conming to the U.5. as the Con~
sulate had told GQUNRTARD that no members of the Berghaus! t;nny could get
visas. However, members of the Legatlon staflf (355600a52030000DE0E50EG800E
have told ms since that Hrs. Berghaus and her two childr«a, .04, three
members of the Berghans family, have azlready obtained thelr visas and are
only awaiting transportation to the U.3,

2. ¥r, Woods statepthat Berghaus wes not oconnected with the Luebecker
Kaschinenfabriken after 1940 or 1941. Mr. Woods appsrently has been mis~
informed besause a Oeramgn corporationts original report, which I have seen
in the files #n Mr, Xagan's office, Financial Investigations Section, CMOUS,
Berlin, and which included the balanco sheets of the Luebecker Maschinen-
fabriken covering the entire year 1,42, named Bernhard Berghaus as sole owner.
Tt would follow, therefore, that he had the responsibility for recruitirg and
nistreatuent of fomign labor end Russian prisoners of war.

3. The GEQUS Finsncial Investigations Section's Interim Kteport on
Berrnhard Berghaus, dated 18 Nov. 1946, statee (p. 6, par. 19):

The present imwestigation has found additional evidence to
eupoort the SSU/Berm Report, 9 Sept. 19L5, stating that
Berghaug' factoriss “were known g8 places where Russian
prisoners and other slave workers were treated worse than
anywhere else in Gormany.” The British ¥ilitery Government
authorities have arrested Plant Director Hugo Wedeking, the
highest ranking official ewrrently svailable of the Berlin-
lusbecker lkaschinenfabrik. He is confined at the Neuengsmme
Detention Camp awaiting trial as a war criminal for mal-
treatment of slave labor (&xhibit 1L). The American vilitary
Government authorities in Austria are aleso investigating
Plant Director Walter Harx of the Leipmiger Leichmetallwerke
Kackwits, who 1is at present in Salsburg., The available
information relating to him is being forwerded to Austria.

L. Berghaue claime that the administration of his faciorics was

taken away from him by the Nasis, Yet at this same time the German Covernment
granted him exit pernits as “a prominent industrialist® —— an asction which

in itself would seem to contradiet hie clsaim of being in the bad greeces of

the German authorities, To infer that the Uerman exit permits were in any

way oonnected with a Swiss visa ig entirely misleading snd deceptive: the
granting of the Swiss visa was an entirely different watter. ancther

question also arises and remains unanswereds If the Swiss authorities have
such a good opinion of him, why wes a Swisze expulsion order (Wegwelsungsbefehl)
issued againet him after the war and why has it never been withdramm? The

SONFIDTRTT T
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OMGUS report mentioned in peragragh 3 above contagins sufficient information
on the large German govermment loans granted Berghaus te refute successfully
any argweent regarding his anti~Eagi activity or inelimations.

5. (n the basis of rucent investigations the British Legation in Bern
in early December 1946 requested Swiss authorities to repatrimte subject to

Germany .

6. Tt &8 a well known fact in the British and American Zomes of
Cecupied Germany that even if a government administrator is appointed for
some industry, he i= usually one of the former mansgers of ths firm in
quastion and throuzh him the omner is in position to direct at lsast part of
the firm's activities as control by the occupstion forces is in aanes
rather remte., Exports must, of course, be finglly approved by Allied
suthorities but negotiations between Cermans and foreign business partners
are taking place all the time. (Re statement in Mr. Woods! letter.)

_ 7. That Berghsus intends to go to Argentina in case he does not
sugcead in obtaining a visa for the U.5. was ted as & rumor, But to have
inquired of the irgentine Consul whether Nr, Berghaus has applied for e visa
— a8 well as to have asked the Chinese representatives whether they discussed
armaments with him — seems rather strange for someoms who should know that as
representatives of foreign govermments, they oould not admit to representatives
of ancther government that they might possibly break the United Netions Charter;
nm]{; in isming 2 visa t0 & war criminel, and in engaging in secret
negotiastions about armaments equipment,

8. I further moticed that most of the statemonts which Yr. Ycods
uses to deny the acousatiors against Derghaus are based either on Berghaus'
own statements, who is obviously a party to the edings, or on the
statements of some Swiss officials who apparen had, to yuat it pelitely,
matorial advanteges from Berghaus, presumably as a result of the Swiss family
living in a house omed bypbsjsiife's relatives during ths war., ¥r, Woods' |
statement thet Swise officials should be considered more relisble sources
than peocple emplayed by the U.S. Govermment is a very interesting observation
to come from an American Consul General. -

J. According to recent information, Ur. Woods has left for the U,S.,
wheye he will undoubtedly present this case to his politicsl friends.

Jan F, Libich
2 - Bern
1 ~ AMZON
@QNFE DENTE -



