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4 JiaY 1945

SUBJECT: Special Interrogation 'Report on s Werner GOETTSCH

t. CONTACTS IN VIMINA: 

GOETTSCH's'first "ideological" contact in VIENNA was that with Dr.
DOPPLER, beginning at the end of 1943; his second was with the .SPANN-.
HEINRICH Group, which stemmed from the Kameradschaftsbund of
SUdetenlanders; the third was that with POPEK and through him (invisibly)
with the Social Democrats. This last is the one that GOETTSCH appears most
intrigued with; he recitedegain his • meeting with POPEK and Ursula HEGSOHEIDT,
the story of Ursula and her frequent . iMprisonments and escapes. .

POPEK was far to the Left 'himself, and hal ideas of a Social Democratio-
uprising of behalf of . the Russians, but was about equally willing to
cooperate with the Western Powers.

2. CONTXT WITH THE SOCIAL' DEKOCRLTS:

GOETTSCH maintains that his only real contact with the Social Democrats
was this ' One. He knows Ministerialrat Rita, the present Minister of Labour ir
LUSTRIL, but apparently had no active contact with him, He learned only a
little about Socialist plans from POPEK, HOETTL requested that 4 Socialist be
cent to SWITZERLOM, evidently as evidence of good faith to the Lmericans,
but pOPEK was at BRUENN, keeping away from the Stapo, and it was too late to
send anybody,

GOETTSCH says that he arranged with POPEK, in February or March, to
postpone an intended Socialist uprising for at least three weeks,. pending
some definite answer to the overtures in SWITZERLAND.

34 OTHER RESISTANCE GROUPS:

GOETTSCH says he knows nothing of Q-5 or 0-5 (COMMENT: HOETTL in
a special interrogation said GOETTSCH had been in contact with Q-5, a Leftist •
resistance group in VIENNL).

GOETTSCH says that he discussed with -REEK the Lustrian
Freiheitsbewegung„ and that POPEK advised against contact with it because of
its disunityand its heavy communist tinge. This discussion took place
in the fall of 1944; GOETTSCH made no further effort to approach this 'group*

Some tiaeafter 24 July ) GOETTSCH discussed with :POPEK and SPLNN the
possibility of assassinating HITLER. L11 agreed that it would be necessary
to have Wehrmacht support, and it was felt that this Could not be forthcoming
without a . guarantee of support frot the Western Powers.

SPLNN had some plan for a revolt in VIENNA also, but' took np.active
steps because of this lack of support from the West.

OONTLCT WITH MILDNER, STAPO HEAD IN VIENNL:

Once again GOETTSCH turned in a huMan interest story on even this
unpromising subject; his first contact with MILLINER was in 194.4.,' on POPEK's
behalf, when FOPEK asked GOETTSCH to find out about a friend of his who had
been arrested; the second was in regard to a Dr, WINTERSBERGER,. who was
about to be "declared a Jew" despite evidence to ' the contrary, and on whose
well-being SPAN and HEINRICH depended. .strongly, GOETTSCH gave mILDNER
falseinformation . that WINTERSBERGER was working for VE in SLOVAKIL, and .;
thus saved him,

10 Aez- —02P7,-/
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MILER. tried, to .reach GOETT.SCH lata...'s in the spring, but GOETTSOH did.
no t respond.,

SPLEN and IELNRICH had. urged GOETTSCH to get in touch ' with' MILDNER, and.
GOETTSCH had talked with him in the winter, but felt he could not trust hiln.
1-be recalls that MILENER showed him a dossier on the comments of an agent about
a 'meeting with . some one in the Austrian Pre-iheitsbewergung, MILDNER Imew

nothing about the plans of . GOETTSCH. (00:ZIENT; HOETTL states that MILDNER
was :intentionally misinformed about the contacts of the GOETTSCH-ITOETTL Group',
by the claim that they were engaged in penetrating a 'resistance movement.)

5

Late in 1943 ) GOETTSCH got KLLTENBRUNNER's approval of his effort to contact
'ideologicalHopponents"„ but he insists that . KALTENBRUNNER had no inkling of
his...real-purpose. Not	 the four weeks before his arrest aid GOETTSCH
dlicuss openly: with KALTENBRUNNER his intentions. He had some onto the

,..idealogical!. .Literests during his long sicknesn before 1943; and felt tk-lt
Saue-POints:of Contatt must be made with the Western Powers' inthis respect -
Freemasonry andthe churches he'thought Were the mostpromising, and' hence he
wbrIcea with SELNN, DOPPLER and HEINRICH in this direction.

It was intended, that if' any of the group should be arrested, : they would
say that .-they were .working 64 a projeot • approved by KLITENBRUNNER.

'This assignment - to study ideological opponents -. was called
UNTERNEHMT HERZOG. GOETTSCH emphasizes that KJII,TENBRWER haa nothing
to do with starting it or with its real purpose. WECK knew something
of it, 'because GOETTSCH had to have him indoctrinated to get his help in
preparing false papers, etc. .but he tdo,-Iike-KALTENBRUNNERvwas not told
till nearthe end the. true iuport of the plan... Only,WINKLER, SP4NN, HTINRICH

-and POPHK .were full ndoctrinated,

6, K01.2.1.42TD0 DES PEIDEGE3EITS WIEN;
• •	 ,

- GOETTSCH says he had 46 Conto-ctS with ••pe6ple from this 'office, but thinks
.	 .

possibly SPANN , and WINKLER may. have.. •

.7,	 GOETT SOH' s	 ION LLT_,..USSER;

The ,nder at LLT AUSSER. did. not work ..whiia :HOETTLE . was in
SWITZERL.IND (COME:NT; KALTINBRUNNER stated that informatiOn was' sent'-via this
method). GOETTSCH wanted tO made contact with 'WINKLER in SWITZER.T.i,ND, but
says his own station never sucCeed.ed-in -reaChing • SWITZERUND... • ••••••• •

8.	 SKORZENY /IND. THE- WEREWOLF; •
•

GOETTSCH had not seen SKORZMY for about two hear .s till they 'met at LINZ
about 15 April !1+5. PreViouslY, HOETTLE had greed . 'in.SWITZERLAND to work on
SKO	 who, it was thought, might be a leader in defending the reduit;
it was hoped that KELTINBRUNNER :and SKORZENY could be brought together .and won

. over to giving up the defen.se.	 • :	 . . . . •

, • SKORZINY. told- GOETTSC1-1 . that he., ha& little . to • do with the r eduit, and that
. htf-Erinite ';Office..,s in , the 	If, , • but that Werewolf • chiefs in

. - VarioUs areas.. .turned - to...him: for dupi.)lips .64c1 personnel.	 •GOETTSCH urged hira..	 .	 „	 .	 .•
to get 'in . • contact ..with.:..the ,:17:6:. • ewc i,fi..:• ,SKORZEN‘L .,said, he could not get Oontrcl..

of the whole....ox;.g.6.1:46.:tion:;...,,.he • 1neiv. .i4:. fP.# 9ri.i..y the head of the lower
Denube Wer&trolvp.s.: • ' .; '...-..••• 	

.. ..	 .

.Ki-ZTENBRI.INNER S 1,PPPOV.AL OF GOETTSCH ' S PLO
"UNTEMIPEIEN HERZOG'..



SECRET

-' .-MLEHIAMNN had been, active in urging GOETTSCH te try to win - •
KALTENBRUNNER over, and agreed on the importance of trying to win SKORZENY
too. GOETTSCH does not seem to have indoctrinated . SKORZENY, but he learned
that ITANICK spoke . with SKORZENY lai;er„ and had the impression that SKORZENY
was favourable to their plan.

, When. GOETTSCH learned that SKORZENY's role in the teduit wz-s not be a
key one, and that he had only a group of 3-4,000 loyal followers with whom he
.wanted to retire into the mountains, GOETTSCH decided to try to get thic •
company as a . palade guard in the event of trouble when the anticipated
Austrian Provisional Government should be set up, and the Gauleiters fired,

...GOETTSCH says that SKORZENY scpected to retire to the area of ST.
JOHN; he knows nothing about further contacts of SKORZENY with the Werewolf
.(though he thinks he 'remembers SKORZENY's saying that he had some contact
with a Werewolf chief in the West)*

GOETTSCH asked about' using people from. VI Ea .s couriers for SKORZLNY's
troop, but SKORZENY was unwilling to consider it. •

9, MEETING WITH KLIZETIBRUNNER L.ND SKORZENY IN SALZBURG:

In order to renew on a friendly basis the contact between KALTENBRUNNER
and SKORZENY, GOETTSCH arranged that they sould meet at SALZBURG late in April,.
His prupose was to assure himself of SKORZENY t s troop; he says neither
KALTENBRUNNER nor SKORZENY knew the real purpose. By that time, GOETSCH
knew for certain that there was little likelihood of real resistance in the
reduit; and hence saw that the original reason for approaching.SKORZENY was
not valid.

104 • OBERLEUMNT KRAUSBERGER:'

This man, a friend of SPANN, came to GOETTSCH about' 12 April, saying
that he had 40-50 men available on wham he could count if they were needed far
any operation. (This was the man responsible for saving four British officer
see full . Goettsch report). GOERRSCH viewed this as an opportunity to
infiltrate his friends into the reduit, and from this occasion he also thought
of using SKORZEia in the same way, Since KRAUEMORBER was an.old
Brandenburg . Division man, and GOETTSCH thoufht he might somehow serve also as.
a contact to ZKORZENY,

KPLUSBERGER he last saw on the day of his' arrest when K4 was at . the
Ebhen Tauern Pass, with the four British officers-.

11 t FUNDS FOR SW LND GOETTSCH:

SKORZENI had asked KALTENBRUNNER 41 vain for money to support -his
people. The m.tter was discussed again at the SALZBURG meeting, and
KALTENBRUNNER told SKOPZENY to ask the Verwaltungsfuhrer Amt I., who was
somewhere in Bavaria, for 'money. GOETTSCH Says he knows.nothing.further
about funds for SKORZENY. He himself bad money with him in ALT AUSSEE
'which he wanted to turn over, tO'himself,

12. KALTENBRUMNER I S VOL1HACET:

GOETTSCH is sure . that KALTENBRUNNER received full powers for the
South at the beginning of Aptil. KALTENBRUNNER harkly made use of it;
what was done, e,g, in discussing with the generals RENDULIC,
KESSELRING ' - Was done at MUEELMANN I S request; ' and MUEBIMNN was working
of GOETTSCHt s line. IDTKEUZANN tried to. work on HpER„ who was friendly to
the Group, though not consciously involved in their plan, and

ES MML
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K.LTEZRUNNER had ,spoken with HOXEIR ania aaso with EIGRUBER of Oberdonau about
.i,.ustrian

GOETTSCH remarks that KALTEYBRUNNER had. once been the hope of his Group
as Foreign. Minister, in the bclief, that he would come into line with the
Western Powers; lou•'; that as things have turned cut, he doubts that
'ULM:IN-BRUNNER would have been able to handle the job.

13. • KALTENB RUNNER. s 

GOETTSCH saw L'LLTENBRUNNER nine or ten times in April, He knows that
LTENBRUNNER thought of retiring to th . lnountains, with, his few inclediate

followers, after the establishment of neW government. He is certain that
KALTENBRUNNER had no thought of resuMing any Sort of political .activity or
NspAcP contacts; . that at best he hoped that a good word. might be put in for
him with the koricans on the basis of his alleged ' ooOperation with HOETTL.-

15,:c•- • PO= (See Report  No. 'I  Para 	 GOETTSCHI 5 CONTACT.:

• POPEK was last seen by GOETTSCH 	 A inlic.rch.	 bbut that time,
• PQEEKb 4.kik.'e.d.•GOI:ITTS0H for money to enable him to move about, arid GOETTSCH

had..'made- - SOMe available' but of an allotment of 5000 . marks originally taken from
VI E funds to build a bUnker for • GOETTSCII in VIENNA: GOETTSCH thinks POPEK
is still in VIMINAx	 th.a1c he .b.as probably zorie, 'along , with the .

.	 tCOAMuhiss-. •	 . ••	 , •	 ;• •

As for the OESTERREIOHISCHE FREIIIEITSBE1TEGUNG, POPEK hiraself. .wa.s not • in
it, but told...GOETTSCH that •,some 'Social. Demoa'ats and. comrauniSts Were; RAAB
appeared to ::,GOETTSQI-":- to be closer to the l'RBIHnTSBEWEGUNG peoPle;, .124B, was
'a Christian •SoRia3,.. man,.	

•

GOETTSCH. says he ,..riever knew anyone in:POPEKT.s group. 	 ,addc, that POPEK
was not especially frindly with . SP4NN, because t4a SPANN Group . appeared too
heavily intellOtUal

GOETTSCH-Peints out that all his own contacts' ih ,his.,MoVementS were in_
VIENNA. He gayi . he knows nothing directly about 'the' 52EIHEITSBMGUNG.

	15.	 HP.ANN I s IDEA 1-iink A. REVOLT;
,	 .

1.41"roui 194.3 , SPANN . hp.d ,iinind a revolt; whioh; WcidId. • Work along with an
Allied airborne. action,. and with the aid of wehrma.aht Officers trom his
Group, or with. wtom he came into contact through 11112)TKLER..., The Plan wam
never worked out in detail, as far as GOETTSCH . .16.1oWS: ' because no,•.	 .
contact was ever made with the 'Western Pawer..

GOETTSOH himself felt . that contact with the Social EeMocrats-wOuld:
have been more .....aportant o.n:rhow, but curiuusly.made rib effoto res.oh them,
except in the somewhat opaque connection with POEM.'

GOETTSOH's TAAEDIATE GROUP:

With regard to a reference in the final itterrOgation repert'on . •

GOETTSOH to persons whoN:were supposedly:l in his sAbre intimate group'.
(JAI:ECK; HOETTL , .A.UNER blANDL.-!' 	 W.US, FREUD, ''ZEISCHKA.)
GOETTSCH now Ciainis that he was never really . open in disclosing • his basic
Plans.(re. ideological reform) to any of theM;': except' 	 HOETTL, and. then

only recently. and. only in part. • . . The- rest of the • group he wanted to •.:keep
• •	 •	 •	 •

together because.: they represented' a unit With eXtensiye. knowledge . of ' -a- • region,

and he had. in	 to Offer. their services to -the LaierIcans. This subject
he ldiscussed only at the end. with ' these persons (aside from HOETTL and.
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WANECK, . who had earlier been informed of it)

GOETTSCH addrs that WANECK never was told of the ideological basis for
GOETTSCH' . plans. li/LNECK,' he.. says , had in recent years clearly 4pparated
hinseif -from.the LEZKLER and NSDAP line 4

i/. PSCHIKR1K, EUEEIMANN, NEITBACHER:
director of an electrical (?) plant in PTUGUE, GOETTSCH met

through 1-10ETTL about May 1944. PSCEIKRIK became pretty thoroughtly
indoctrinated GOETTSCH I c ideas, but he had no following behind him.

PSCHIKRIK urged that MUEHEIAON be initiated, because he was close to
KLITENBRURNER and .	andiZZELILM was gradually (and partially) .
initiated, By the' 'end of . 144 ) ' EIMIMMLEN was convinced that . the'war Should
be ended in accordance wtth . Austrian Plans,' and he and NMEACHER worked on
KALTENBRU•NER with this in view.

In 19411:i .PSOBIKRIK urged that the. group 	 somewhere a man strong enough
to use against HITLER and HIEHLE14 GOERING came to mind, but there was doubt
as to the - prospects of using ' him and he was never approached.

• NEUBACHER had no definite group to add to the initiates, •bqyond some
personal friends.

IS. VriETING AT SALZBURG ABOUT 15 APRIL - SKORZENY:

GOETTSCH recall that =EN-BRUNNER, EKC2M1Y, WAXECK, GOETTSCH and
duI1115	 were present at this meeting; there was , a discussion o the'fat
that limt VI was "hanging in the air", and GOETTSOH, who had previously been
briefed by W1NECK, proposed to dissolve it. He does not know exactly what was
done later, except that WZNECIC was to be the head of whatever remnants there
were. He says that I.e knew that STEDLLE and P4EFFG1PT were in the South at
that ti le, and probably other figure 's of Imit VI; ' kNECK ordered STEDME and
PAEFFGEN to .ALT AUSSEE.

.	 •	 .,	 -

•.SKORZENY. -a.sked, for money that.KALTLIVERIDINER had premised him earlier for
the Jagdverbaende, and KLLTENBRUNNER told , him to get it' from' some one from
Int I (See Report 1, Para 11,),.

-By 	 time GOETTSCH had learned that there was little prospect of a

	

reduit on theoriginaJ. scale	 sinee'HITLER•was, no 'longer .. intending

	

r"to withdraw into the mountains. He hope,d.	 OU.t throUgh. SKORZE1NY what
strength the remaining resistance might .have • He *Says that there was,
however, no real discussion with . SKORZENY about resistance plans at this meet-
ing. He had already urged ,L;KORZEllY at LUIZ to get control of the Werewolf,

. and had been told. by ,SKORZENY that he had no direct connection with the
Werewolf.. • No 4eement had. been raad7erc UKORZENX I s. ..trying to get control.

SKORZENY had from the start (presumably of , GO2NTSCH I s discussions With
him) the idea of retiring to the .mountains ITith a. few . hundred men and
waiting.

KALTMBRUNNER knew nothing of the . basia reason for which HOETTL and.
GOETTSCH wanted...to. Win over the Werewolf; " he thought that it was simply
a question of the operation of . the JagdVerbaende md Werewolf, and that the
Werewolf was to be given additional suit.ort through 'SKOR2=,

;•	 • ;
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19, WANECK told GOETTSCH that KAITENBRUNNER had after another
meet in( with YW\rIECK and SKORZENY at ALT AUSSEE, given orders that the Werewolf
should not operate against the Western Powers, At the ALT AUSSEE meeting,
moTmr-wg told WANECK that he agreed with stopping hostilities against the
Western Powers.

20, .MEETINGS AT GKUNDEN:

GOETTSCH now remembers that two meetings were held at GHUNDEN around
20 April. They were arranged by NIEHIROINs, and were aimed tolring together
groups to make concrete plans. NETJBLORER was there, and urged that
resistance be stopped, .KALTENBRUNNER„ PSCHIKRIK, GOETTSCH, WANECK, mauwe,
(NEUBACHER's secretary, who also worked in VI E under , WANECK, ane whom
GOETTSGH met for . the first time then) were present, The attempt was made to
convince KALTENBRUNNER to use his power to bring about a change in the
Government. They also discussed the possibility of stopping resistance agailst
the Western Powers while it continued against Russia. KALTENBRUNNER gave no
assurance that he mould act to bring about a change of government.

21. MEETING AT STROBL  AROUND 28 APRIL:

Here KALTENBRUNNER, M IMi31N, WANECK, PSOHIKRIK, and GOETTSCH were
again present, and in addition HOETTL and GLAISE7HURSTENAU. This meeting
had the purpose of bringing together KALTENBRUNNER with GOETTSCH t s circle,

WZTOK and GOETTSCH arrived late, after MEEIELNN and HOETTL had
already spent a long time with , KLLTENBRUNNER, KLLTENBRUNNER had already agmed
to a provisional Lustrian Government; HOETTL was to try to get the approval
of the Western Powers for it, and HITEHIMANN was to Make Contact with
potential members. GOETTSCH remembers ENDER as a possible member; he
himself proposed OTHKAR SPANN and Dr, DOPPLER. GOETTSOH urged
KALTENBRUNNER to broadcast, ordering the end of redidtanoe, but he refused..

GOETTSCH feels that KALTENBRUNNER would have had it in his power to
prevent further action toward foundation of the reduit, but that,.probably out
of a false sense of loyalty to HITLER, he refused to take positive action,

22, MOS TO SET UP SOUPIER SERVICE WITH SKORMENY 
GROUPS - ZEISCHKA	 •

About ton people fr(m VI E were at LLT LUSSEE the end of April and the
beginning of May - GOETTSCH does not reveal their names - and it occurred to
him that one way to penetrate the activities of SKORZENY I s 73ople would be to
place the ten men in SKORZENVs company, if possible, as couriers; they were
largely competent mountaineers and so well qualified,

GOETTSCH says that he had ZEISCHKA discuss the possibility of acting
as couriers, wit. 	 people, from some 'Arne about 20th of April on;
GOETTSCH explained to ZEISCEKA something of the importance of being
informed of the whereabouts of the SKORMENY groups. The penetration
business was never actually carried out, nor were the men actually used as
couriers.

GOETTSCH claims that these men withdrew to a cabin near ALT AUSSEE,
and that WANEOK reported their whereabouts to the Americans. He does not
know what became of them.

234
	 EICIEvIANN •

In connection with this plan, EICEMLNN9fLmt_TV appears, He Itad
come from PRLGUE in Lpril to his hoMe"(I) in:aSSEE;-and it occurred to

EI
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GOETTSCH that he wouldbe an ideal men to penetrate SKORZENY'h group,
con5cinusly or not, since SKORZENY would certainly be sure that he could
count on EICEMANN T s eagerness to keep out of Allied hands,

-	 Both GOETTSCH and . ZEISCHK.,', talked with EICHMANN'about the courier plan,
.and they succeeded at least in keeping him at AUSSEE. it the 'beginning of
May, EICHML:NN retired with the other intended couriers to their .cabin,

24. SKORZEITY knew little or nothing of the Austrian plans, nothing
about GOETTSCH t s idea of using his men az a sort of palace guard in
connection with establishing a new government, and nothing about KRAUSBERGER.

25. KR2SBERGER- (Report No 1, Para 10)

GOETTSCH was sure he 'could count on KRAUSDERGER, and knew where to
reach him in case of need. GOETTSCH would have liked • to have KRAUSBERGERto
people at LTSSEE'also'for possible use as couriers, but was afraid that
-SKORZENY'wculd'notice them,

No other-groups- were thought of as possible palace guarda,.

26, KALTENBRUKNER t sLOK OP KNOWLEDGE OF' . SKORZENY i n PUNS

KALTENBRUNNER ',mew no'k.h:Zrtg, of .GOETTSCH I s plan to keep in touch .With
SKORZENY in order to weaken the reduit. GOETTSCH simply worked on

..KALTENBRUNNER to have him extend his own powers . by getting SKORZENY t s people
under him.

27. •TTMER AND TEE UNTEREHMEN HERZOG (Report 	 1 para 4)

On re7questioning, it appears that MILLINER did ask what GOETTSCH was
doing in VIENNA, and . GOETTSCH wxplained that he had the task of contacting
ideological opponents, 	 (COMMENT: This now.agreed with HOETTLIs
te:ytimony).

28. TRISCItt

• GOETTSCH recall's his name, but cannot remember in what connection,
even with . a slight amount of additional information.

29, ZEISCHKA:

GOETTSCH had urged ZEISCHKA to keep his position aa . contact man for
mt VI With the Propagandaministerium„ in the hope of developing contacts:
there, ZEISCIIKA was transferred to VI E in January or February 1945, and
received from WECK the duty of keeping in 'contact with the Balkan GovernmeLts
in exile at AUSSPE,	 GOETTSCH himself arrived at ADSSEE;
he remembers discussing with ZEISCHKA the possibility of gainina sOme supporters
among these governments 0 end he remembers that one of the ZANKCV)prothers in
the Bulgarian Government was favourable to their ideological-Planc.
GOETTSCH says he had also tried to eatablish contact among the Serbs.

30, SPANN:

SPON wanted to recruit in all Aerator to the ideological basis of the
group, but GOETTSCH feared such a large-scale e3;pansion, since among other
things it was dengerous because SPAN himself was being , watched by the STAPO.
GOETTSCH says he had discussed the possibility of a large-scale organization
in 1941 with KRAUS, forMerly of the (Sudeten) Kameradschaftsbund,


