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VIEW THE DOCUMENT COLLECTION
The collection released on 16 September 2015 consists of the President’s Intelligence Checklists (PICLs) and President’s Daily 

Briefs (PDBs) prepared by the Central Intelligence Agency for Presidents Kennedy and Johnson. This is the first time CIA has 

released these documents, which consist of almost 2,500 presidential products. The supporting articles in this booklet highlight the 

significance of these high-level products in providing the most up-to-the-minute, all-source intelligence on current and future national 

security issues. 

This collection is posted to the CIA Freedom of Information website at: http://www.foia.cia.gov/collection/PDBs

View all the CIA Historical Collections at: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/historical-collection-publications/index.html
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HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM
The Information Review and Release Group (IRRG) of the CIA’s Information Management 
Services is responsible for executing the Agency’s Historical Review Program (HRP). This 
program seeks to identify and declassify collections of documents that detail the Agency’s 
analysis and activities relating to historically significant topics and events. The HRP’s goals 
include increasing the usability and accessibility of historical collections. To do that, IRRG 
works with partner organizations to organize release events to highlight each collection and 
make it available to the broadest audience possible.

The mission of the HRP is to:

• Promote an accurate, objective understanding of the intelligence information that has 
helped shape major US foreign policy decisions.

• Broaden access to lessons-learned, presenting historical material that gives greater 
understanding to the scope and context of past actions.

• Improve current decision-making and analysis by facilitating reflection on the impacts 
and effects arising from past foreign policy decisions.

• Showcase CIA’s contributions to national security and provide the American public with 
valuable insight into the workings of its government.

• Demonstrate the CIA’s commitment to the Open Government Initiative and its three 
core values: Transparency, Participation, and Collaboration.

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF INTELLIGENCE 
The History Staff in the CIA Center for the Study of Intelligence fosters understanding of 
the Agency’s history and its relationship to today’s intelligence challenges by communicat-
ing instructive historical insights to the CIA workforce, other US Government agencies, and 
the public. CIA historians research topics on all aspects of Agency activities and dissem-
inate their knowledge though publications, courses, briefings and Web-based products. 
They also work with other Intelligence Community historians on publication and education 
projects that highlight interagency approaches to intelligence issues. Lastly, the CIA His-
tory Staff conducts an ambitious program of oral history interviews that are invaluable for 
preserving institutional memories that are not captured in the documentary record.
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A SECOND RELEASE OF THESE DECLASSIFIED 
DOCUMENTS IN 2016 WILL CONTAIN PDBS 
FROM THE NIXON AND FORD ADMINISTRATIONS.

This collection of presidential briefing products, spanning the Kennedy, 
Johnson, Nixon, and Ford presidential administrations, is the first large-
scale release of its kind. The President’s Intelligence Checklists (PICLs) [an 
acronym pronounced “pickles”] and The President’s Daily Briefs (PDBs) 
in this collection include more than 4,000 documents spanning about  
15 years. This is an unprecedented release because of the exclusiveness 
of the documents in the collection. These documents were, and still are 
“eyes only,” all-source1 publications written specifically for the president; 
they summarize the day-to-day intelligence and analysis on current and 
future national security issues. In addition to the PDBs and PICLs, the 
collection includes The President’s Intelligence Review and its replacement, 
Highlights of the Week, as well as ad hoc supplemental products from other 
intelligence organizations and annexes that feature topics of presidential 
interest. Unlike the PICLs and PDBs, which were prepared every day except 
Sunday, The President’s Intelligence Review and Highlights of the Week, were 
only produced twice a week (see Figure 1). 

The PDB and its predecessor, the PICL, were tailored to the requirements 
of each president and reflected what the CIA believed should be brought 
to his attention. These exclusive products were the Agency’s means of 
communicating its intelligence concerns to the president; in turn, the 
Agency was made aware of the president’s requirements by the written or 
verbal discussions that followed. The length and format of the PDB and 
the PICL changed from one presidential administration to another, as well 
as through the course of a single administration, to accommodate the 
specific requirements of that president. Those administrations with less 
intelligence or foreign policy background required more historical context, 
and the content may have been more detailed. As the PICL and later PDB 
matured, the text was more often augmented with maps, imagery, and 
graphics. These documents have been highly valued and continue to have 
limited distribution – generally the president’s executive staff members, in-
cluding most often the vice president, the secretaries of state and defense, 
and the national security advisor, and any other government officials the 
president identified to be recipients. Under President Kennedy, for example, 
the PICL was not provided to Vice President Johnson under the instruction 
of Bromley Smith, Kennedy’s intelligence assistant. It is important to note 
that the CIA was not the only intelligence community organization providing 
daily intelligence input to the president. The State Department, Department 

1 The all-source PICL, and later PDB, contained intelligence collected by various means or sources, such as human intelligence (HUMINT), 
satellite imagery (IMINT), signals intelligence (SIGINT), and open sources (OSINT). All the intelligence information arriving at the CIA was 
managed by the Operations Center, which was established in June 1963, initially under the Directorate of Intelligence. As technology to 
deliver information improved, the PDB staff received a heavy dose of cables and other documents to ensure that the president received 
the latest intelligence on significant issues. 

FROM THE  P ICKLE  FACTORY  TO  
THE  PRESIDENT ’S  DA ILY  BRIEF
DELIVERING INTELLIGENCE TO KENNEDY, JOHNSON, NIXON, & FORD
The Collection of the President’s Briefing Products from 1961 to 1977

Celia Mansfield

FIGURE 1: INTELLIGENCE PRODUCTS 
FOR THE PRESIDENT IN THE 
COLLECTION

17 JUN 1961 -  30 NOV 1964

The President’s Intelligence 
Checklist (PICL)

1 DEC 1964 -  20 JAN 1977

The President’s Daily Brief 
(PDB) 

The first trial PDB in the records 
was delivered on 17 Nov 1964 
-- these were done in tandem 
with the PICLs until 30 Nov 1964 
-- with the solo PDB delivered on 
1 Dec 1964.

9 JAN 1964 -  24 NOV 1964

The President’s Intelligence 
Review

18 DEC 1964 -  26 FEB 1965

Highlights of the Week

Supplemental Documents to 
the PICLs and PDBs 

Ad hoc supplements were 
added to the presidential briefing 
material to include “Late Notes,” 
special topical features, and the 
North Vietnam supplements, 
which included the Special Daily 
Report on North Vietnam  
(7 Sep 1967 - 20 Jan 1969).
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F IGURE 2:  FREQUENCY OF REPORTING ON PRIMARY REGIONS AND COUNTRIES IN THE P ICLs 
AND PDBs  FROM 1961 TO 1977

of Defense, and other government organizations produced 
their own daily products for the president’s review, and also 
provided contributions to the PICLs and PDBs. 

With respect to content, the order in which the issues were 
presented, and ad hoc annexes or supplemental products 
were included, depended on the policy focus or burning 
issue of the day. A majority of articles in this collection of 
PICLs and PDBs informed the president about the situation 
in the Soviet Union, Vietnam, and China, followed by Laos, 
Cuba, the Middle East, and East Europe (see Figure 2). In-
telligence reporting on events in Vietnam at periods during 
the Johnson administration was almost daily, peaking in 
1965 when the US began extensive bombing of North 
Vietnam and again in 1968 with the Tet Offensive. During 
these peak reporting times, Vietnam eclipsed reporting on 
all other intelligence issues. 

During the Kennedy, Johnson, and Nixon administrations, 
the CIA did not directly brief the presidents. The daily in-
telligence briefings to the president were normally done by 
the senior members of his National Security Council (NSC), 
which in most instances was the National Security Advisor, 
who headed the NSC staff. It was not until the Ford ad-
ministration that the CIA would directly brief the president 
on the topics presented in the PDB. Vice President Ford 
had a CIA briefer who stayed with him when he became 
president; however, it ended in November 1975 when Brent 
Sconcroft replaced Henry Kissinger as the national security 

advisor. President Ford, as other later presidents who main-
tained a PDB briefer, depended on this working relationship 
to convey his interests and areas of concern to the Agency. 

BIRTH OF THE PRESIDENT’S DAILY BRIEF

Although the CIA was established by President Truman in 
1947, the President’s Daily Brief as it exists today was initi-
ated under the Kennedy administration with the production 
of the President’s Intelligence Checklist. After the Bay of 
Pigs in April 1961, President Kennedy saw the need for a 
single, concise intelligence product that would highlight key 
issues of national security interest. Major General Chester 
Clifton, Kennedy’s senior military aide, made a request to 
Huntington D. Sheldon, the second director of CIA’s Office 
of Current Intelligence (OCI),2 to produce a product with 
everything that required the President’s attention. Sheldon 
took one of his more seasoned officers, Richard Lehman, 
to meet with Clifton in June 1961. At the meeting, Clifton 
stated, “it would be nice to be able to fit it into a breast 
pocket so that the president could carry it around with him 
and read it at his convenience.” And so was born the 
President’s Intelligence Checklist, or PICL, the predeces-
sor to the PDB. Lehman developed the first PICL and on 
Saturday, 17 June 1961, the seven-page 8 ½- by 8-inch 
booklet was delivered to the President at his country home 
near Middleburg, Virginia. The first PICL contained 14 
topical intelligence synopses, followed by more condensed 
notes and accompanying maps. By all accounts President 

2 CIA’s Office of Current Intelligence (OCI) was the Agency’s analytic shop tasked with providing assessments to policymakers. OCI was created in 1951 and began publishing the Current Intelligence Bulletin, which at that 
time was an all-source product for a select audience, including the president. Huntington Sheldon replaced Kingman Douglass as head of OCI in July 1952. Richard Lehman was the director of OCI from 1970 to 1975.

Kennedy was pleased with the PICL, which over time grew 
in length – more information from multiple intelligence 
sources and analysis was added on the more complex 
issues. Although the PICL was replaced by the PDB in three 
and one-half years, CIA officers quipped that they worked 
for “the pickle factory” during this time frame. 

After President Kennedy was assassinated on 22 Novem-
ber 1963, the PICL continued to be published; however, the 
Agency discovered early in the transitioning administration 
that President Johnson was relying less on the PICL and 
more on The President’s Intelligence Review, which was 
first delivered to the President on 9 January 1964 and was 
produced twice a week. The Review condensed intelligence 
issues into no more than three sentences and was printed 
in an 8 ½- by 8-inch booklet, much like the earlier PICLs. 
The President’s Intelligence Review was replaced on 18 
December 1964 by the Highlights of the Week, which was 
only published for six weeks. Just as the weeklies were in 
transition, the CIA made the decision to revamp the PICL 
and delivered the first trial PDB on 17 November 1964. 
The trial PDBs were done in tandem with the PICLs until 
the final PICL was delivered on the last day in November. 
The first solo PDB was delivered on 1 December 1964. 
What was striking about the new PDB was that the level 
of content resembled the earlier PICLs, with terse com-
ments on current intelligence issues; however, these were 
followed by annexes of one or two longer one-page articles 
on specific topics or ongoing events with greater analytic 
detail and discussion of future outcomes.

By September 1967, the Special Daily Report on North Viet-

nam was added as a separate product to the PDB. During 
the Nixon presidency, from January to April 1969, the CIA 
delivered a morning and afternoon PDB to accommodate 
National Security Advisor Henry Kissinger, who requested 
the most current intelligence as fast-breaking events were 
unfolding. By the close of 1969, the PDB had become 
quite lengthy – generally 10 pages or more – and its format 
changed to include a table of contents to manage the in-
creasing breadth of intelligence issues. The PDB remained 
lengthy under the Nixon and Ford3 administrations and was 
printed on legal size paper, which was Nixon’s preference 
as a once practicing attorney.

Although the PICL and later the PDB were the primary vehi-
cles for summarizing sensitive or late-breaking reports for 
the White House, these were not the only daily intelligence 
products the Agency provided to the policy community. 
The executive branch, as well as the intelligence oversight 

committees in Congress, received the lengthier intelligence 
products (on occasion less timely than the PDBs) called 
the Central Intelligence Bulletins (CIBs), and later, the 
National Intelligence Dailies (NIDs). In addition to CIA’s daily 
products, other intelligence organizations, including the 
State Department’s Bureau of Intelligence and Research 
(Secretary’s Morning Summary) and the Department of 
Defense’s Defense Intelligence Agency (Military Intelligence 

Digest) produce their own daily reports.

The current PDB is managed by the staff located under the 
Director of National Intelligence (DNI). The process is sim-
ilar; however, other intelligence community organizations 
also have the responsibility to take the lead on writing arti-
cles, and the PDB is now delivered using a secure mobile 

3 During the Ford administration, some PDBs ran about 20 pages in length.

President and Mrs. Lyndon Johnson pose with grandchild and a 
copy of the President’s Daily Brief. 

President Barack Obama receives the PDB in tablet form.
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device. With the use of mobile devices, the PDB includes 
interactive links to in-depth information and features video 
and other sophisticated visual and multimedia techniques 
to quickly tell the story or amplify the message without 
adding excessive content that might overtake the intended 
intelligence reporting. President Barack Obama, on his 
request, has been receiving the PDB in a tablet format 
since February 2014. Producing the PDB each day is still a 
24-hour process. 

THE PICL AND PDB AS WRITTEN  
BRIEFINGS TO THE PRESIDENTS 

The PDB, preceded by the PICL, became the standard for 
exchange of comments between the president and CIA’s 
intelligence producers of these daily products. The term 
“brief” in the title might suggest a verbal briefing; however, 
except for President Ford, only written PDBs were delivered 
to the presidents, and there were no regular formal verbal 
briefings by CIA staff. Under Kennedy, the Agency delivered 
the PICL to his administrative staff. DCI John McCone 
gained entry to directly brief President Johnson using the 
PICL but lost access because of differences over Vietnam. 

In the initial months of the Nixon administration from 
21 January to 28 April 1969, a preliminary PDB was deliv-
ered in the afternoon to National Security Advisor Henry 
Kissinger in anticipation of the PDB that would be delivered 
to President Nixon the following morning. These afternoon 
PDBs for Kissinger were referred to as “Late Notes.” With 
Kissinger as Nixon’s gatekeeper, each CIA director – Rich-
ard M. Helms, James R. Schlesinger, and William E. Colby 
– was distanced from President Nixon, with the NSC taking 
the lead in providing the daily intelligence briefing to the 
president. Under the direction of Kissinger, a significantly 
lengthened PDB was delivered on 21 January 1969 to 
provide enough background and included three sections: 
“Major Problems,” “Other Important Developments,” and 
an “Annex,” which captured longer analytic products on 
specific topics. Richard Lehman commented that “[the CIA 
was] taking too much for granted, that we sort of grew up 
with the satellite business and therefore took the things 
that were known about Soviet weapon systems and so on 
as given, and went on from there. Kissinger felt that we 
were assuming things that we shouldn’t assume, and there 
was a great deal of wasted motion as a result of that.” 
On the other hand, President Ford had a CIA briefer until 
November 1975 – the Agency officer who briefed him when 
he was vice president. According to Richard Lehman:

F IGURE 3:  GETT ING THE P ICLS AND 
PDBS TO EACH PRESIDENT

GERALD  R . FORD

LYNDON B . JOHNSON

JOHN F. KENNEDY

RICHARD M. N IXON

D C I :  DULLES  |  MCCONE

R E C E I V E D  P I C L :
MCGEORGE  BUNDY, NSA

The CIA received feedback from 
Chester Clifton, President Kenne-
dy’s senior military aide.

D C I :  MCCONE  |  RABORN |  HELMS

R E C E I V E D  P I C L / P D B :
BROMLEY  SMITH ,  
NSC  EXECUT IVE  SECRETARY

The PDB, which replaced the PICL, 
was initially delivered in the after-
noon; later, the PDB was delivered 
at 6:30 AM.

D C I :  HELMS |  SCHLES INGER  | 

COLBY

R E C E I V E D  P D B :
HENRY  K ISS INGER , NSA

The DCIs had access to President 
Nixon through the NSC meetings 
that they attended; Nixon read the 
PDB during the day with other prod-
ucts when time permitted.

D C I :  COLBY  |  BUSH

R E C E I V E D  P D B :
BRENT  SCOWCROFT, NSA

Ford was the first president to 
receive verbal briefings, which 
were discontinued when Scowcroft 
replaced Kissinger as the national 
security advisor in November 1975.

When it came to [President] Ford, we had had a 
briefing officer, Dave Peterson, assigned to Ford 
when he was Vice President, and we had worked out 
a comfortable relationship with him through Peter-
son. When Ford became President, that just contin-
ued, and we didn’t try to change a thing. 

Jumping ahead 15 years, President George H. W. Bush, 
who had been the DCI under President Gerald Ford, valued 
the face-to-face interaction with intelligence experts from 
the CIA; he regularly was briefed, with the briefer answering 
questions on the spot or taking them back to the Agency 
for a more detailed response that was delivered the next 
day. During the George H. W. Bush administration, JCS 
Chairman General Colin Powell highlighted the value of the 
PDB briefer: 

“[the PDB] was also a way for me to get an infor-
mation request directly back to the Agency….I just 
didn’t read it, initial it, and throw it in my inbox. I 
had a human being sitting in front of me who could 
get anywhere within the Agency for me in the course 
of a day. So it was as much the PDB briefer that I 
valued as it was the PDB publication.”

                                 

THE PDB PROCESS 

During the Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, and Ford adminis-
trations, feedback from the president’s national security 
advisors and others in the executive staffs was reflected 
in the daily PICLs and PDBs. The feedback process was 
important to specifically tailoring these products to the 
president and the senior staff members’ needs. Specifi-
cally, the PDB differed from other publications in several 
ways: 1) the sources were of the highest sensitivity; 2) the 
coordination was not a formal process, although every at-
tempt was made to coordinate the PDB with the rest of the 
Intelligence Community prior to the stand-up of the DNI; 
and 3) there was a separate small staff specifically set up 
to manage the product up to the time of publication (this is 
still the case under the DNI). 

Publishing the PDB each day except Sunday was a 24-hour 
process, and the PDB staff managed the final product from 
the time an analyst submitted an article until “it went to 
bed” or was published in the very early hours the following 
day. The goal was to have delivery to the White House at a 
time preferred by each president. According to DCI Richard 
Helms, “As I recall it….JFK liked to read the PICL on arrival 
at his desk. President Johnson wanted the PDB in the late 
afternoon and often read it in bed. Neither Jack Smith4 nor 
I were ever sure how often Nixon even glanced at his PDB.” 
By the time Nixon was president, the staff worked in three 
eight-hour shifts, with the end of the night shift occurring at 

Director Helms waits to deliver his intelligence briefing at a meeting of the National Security Council. 

4 Russell Jack Smith was the Deputy Director for Intelligence from  1966 to 1971.
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7 AM after the PDB was delivered. Internally, the draft PDB 
was reviewed by the senior staff, including the DCI. 
 
THE VIETNAM WAR AND SUPPLEMENTAL 
REPORTING TO THE PRESIDENT

One cannot review the documents in this collection without 
mention of the PDB’s role in the Vietnam war discussions. 
President Johnson requested a separate stand-alone daily 
supplemental document “For the President’s Eyes Only,” 
Special Daily Report on North Vietnam, which was first pub-
lished on 7 September 1967. An additional section, “North 
Vietnam Reflections of US Political Attitudes Towards the 
War” was added one month later on 6 October 1967; 
however by 13 October 1967, the title of this section was 
slightly changed to “North Vietnam Reflections of US Polit-
ical Attitudes on the War” and this section appeared in the 
daily supplemental only if an issue required the president’s 
attention. The Special Daily Report on North Vietnam in-
cluded reports on the situation in Hanoi, reflections on any 
ongoing talks, shipment of munitions and aid to North Viet-
nam, and any other topics of timely relevance. The section, 
“North Vietnamese Reflections of US Political Attitudes on 
the War,” highlighted North Vietnamese anti-American pro-
paganda. Intelligence reporting on South Vietnam remained 
within the main body of the concurrent PDB. The CIA ended 
publication of the Special Daily Report on North Vietnam on 
20 January 1969 with President Nixon’s inauguration.

The requirement for the Special Daily Report on North 

Vietnam followed on the heels of the South Vietnamese 
election on 3 September 1967, the US increased military 
activity, specifically US bombings in North Vietnam,  
and the US initiated negotiations for a ceasefire. The 
“North Vietnamese Reflections of US Political Attitudes on 
the War“section of the supplemental highlighted the 
newspaper and news media broadcasts in Hanoi that 
described the North’s anti-American sentiments and 
propaganda on the events occurring in the US to protest 
the war. During the month of September 1967, the CIA’s 
analysis in the PDBs and the Special Daily Report on North 

Vietnam supplementals described a government in Hanoi 
that would not budge with the backing of the Chinese, who 
discouraged any notion of a negotiated peace settlement 
for Vietnam. To highlight this assessment, the Special Daily 

Report on North Vietnam on 16 September 1967
described the shortage of food and other commodities 
in Hanoi; however, the analysis three days later indicated 
that the shortages had not reached crisis proportions. In 
his analysis on the war, included in the supplemental on 
23 September 1967, General Vo Nguyen Giap, command-
er-in-chief of the People’s Army of Vietnam, concluded that 

North Vietnamese forces would eventually win the war 
against US forces. And again in the 27 September supple-
mental, the following was reported:

Using virtually all of the toughest North Vietnam-
ese formulations, Nhan Dan5 said that if the US 
sincerely respects the Geneva Agreements, it must 
recognize Hanoi’s Four Points: stop its “aggres-
sion,” withdraw its troops from South Vietnam, halt 
the bombing of the North “definitely and uncon-
ditionally,” recognize the Liberation Front as the 
“sole genuine representative” of the South Vietnam-
ese, and let the Vietnamese settle their own affairs 
themselves.

Hanoi’s continued anti-American broadcasts – a psychologi-
cal gambit intended to weaken the US military’s morale and 
hasten US withdrawal from Vietnam – revealed its unwill-
ingness to begin negotiation talks, despite Western press 
reporting and others pushing for a negotiated settlement.

THE ROLE OF THE PDB TO SERVE THE 
FIRST CUSTOMER 

The primary role of the PDB is to inform the president, the 
CIA’s “first customer,” on intelligence matters affecting 
national security; however, the extent of that intelligence 
support and direct access rested on the Agency’s working 
relationship with the president, as well as the particular 
management style and personal preferences of each presi-
dent. In the early years of the PICL and PDB, the critical re-
lationship was the one between the DCI and the president. 
Unfortunately, history shows that the closeness of working 
relationships fluctuated during each presidency covered in 
this collection. President Kennedy was disillusioned with 
intelligence after the Bay of Pigs debacle; President John-
son was not in agreement with the CIA’s assessment of 
the Vietnam war; President Nixon kept the Agency at arm’s 
length, having it work directly with his National Security Ad-
visor Kissinger; and President Ford dropped his PDB briefer 
after he changed national security advisors in November 
1975. One might argue that the Agency has had better 
access to the presidents after 1976, and as a result, its 
role to inform policy has been more consistent, impactful, 
and influential. 

Regarding the changing format of the PDB during the 
15 years covered in this collection, the Agency’s goal was 
to draft a daily document that flowed, was comprehensive 
and concise, and carried the updates on an intelligence 
thread from beginning to end. The extent of the intelligence 
coverage, with accompanying maps and graphics, included 

5 The official North Vietnamese communist party newspaper, Nhan Dan, was first published on 11 March 1951. After US Ambassador Arthur Goldberg’s address to the UN in September 1967, 
Nhan Dan published Hanoi’s condemnation of the ambassador’s statement. 

in each PDB represented a tailoring of content based on 
the needs and requests of each president coupled with the 
perceived knowledge and experience each might have on 
matters related to foreign affairs. Former DCI Helms wrote:

Whatever Nixon’s view of the Agency, it was my 
opinion that he was the best prepared to be 
president of any of those under whom I served –  
Eisenhower, Kennedy, and Johnson. Each had 
great strengths, but as I saw it, Nixon had the best 
grasp of foreign affairs and domestic policies. His 
years as vice president had served him well. 

One major challenge with intelligence support to the pres-
ident – and one that became increasingly apparent during 
snapshots in time when significant policy decisions were 
looming – was and still is, to avoid being drawn into poli-
cymaking. Although the CIA provides objective analysis of 
collected intelligence from numerous sources, the tempta-
tion (and sometimes the expectation or elicitation) to cross 
the fine line between intelligence and policy was more likely 
during a crisis or when the working relationship between 
the DCI and the president became too close. In the case of 
DCI McCone, President Johnson sought his advice on dip-
lomatic assignments, which eventually put McCone at odds 
with his contemporaries at other government agencies. 
Eventually debates over US progress in Vietnam caused 
McCone to lose the confidence of President Johnson. DCI 
Helms recognized McCone’s mistake and cautiously limited 

his role to only providing intelligence. According to Kissing-
er, Nixon retained Helms because he was perceived as not 
politically connected. 

Former DCI George Tenet has called the PDB the CIA’s 
“most important product.” It was, and still is, the most 
tightly held intelligence product and arguably the most influ-
ential on a daily basis because the content is derived from 
the most up-to-the-minute inputs based on highly sensitive 
sources. The OCI originators of the PICL, and later the 
PDB, strove to craft a daily current product that was true 
to sensitive source reporting and yet was easily readable 
by customers. Those Agency officers, primarily from the 
DI, who have written for the PDB over a few presidential 
administrations reflect that the product may have required 
personalizing with each new administration to adjust to the 
new customers’ requirements. The PDB was routinely ad-
justed to focus on issues that mattered to that president, 
and reformatted in ways that held his attention on issues 
the CIA believed were vitally important. In most instances, 
the presidents, the Agency’s first customers, concurred and 
often expressed their satisfaction and gratitude. 

President Gerald Ford,  flanked by Secretary of State Kissinger and Secretary of Defense Schlesinger, convenes an NSC meeting with DCI 
William Colby (at far end of table) in attendence. Colby’s formal briefings of Ford were limited to such occasions. 
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THE  PRESIDENT ’S  DA ILY  BRIEF
D E L I V E R I N G  I N T E L L I G E N C E  TO  K E N N E DY  A N D  J O H N S O N

1960

KENNEDY & DULLES 

JOHNSON & RABORN

KENNEDY & MCCONE JOHNSON & HELMS

NIXON 
INAUGURATED

1 9 6 9
KENNEDY  
INAUGURATED

1 9 6 1
JOHNSON 
BECOMES 
PRES IDENT

1 9 6 3

JOHNSON & MCCONE

NIXON & HELMS

N I X O N  A N D  F O R D
( T H E S E  P D B  D O C U M E N T S  A R E  S C H E D U L E D  F O R  R E L E A S E  I N  2 0 1 6 )

1970 1980

NIXON & COLBY

FORD & COLBY

NIXON RES IGNS
FORD  BECOMES 
PRES IDENT

1 9 7 4

FORD & BUSH

NIXON & SCHLESINGER

ALLEN W. DULLES 
26 Feb, 1953 – 29 Nov, 1961

JOHN A. MCCONE 
29 Nov, 1961 – 28 Apr, 1965

WILLIAM F. RABORN JR.
28 Apr, 1965 – 30 Jun, 1966

RICHARD M. HELMS 
30 Jun, 1966 – 2 Feb, 1973

JAMES R. SCHLESINGER 
2 Feb, 1973 – 2 Jul, 1973

WILLIAM E. COLBY
4 Sep, 1973 – 30 Jan, 1976

GEORGE H.W. BUSH
30 Jan, 1976 – 20 Jan, 1977
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R E L A T E D  A R T I C L E S  & 
R E L E A S E D  D O C U M E N T S
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NOTES

The Historical Review Program—part of CIA Information Management  
Services—identifies, collects, and produces historically significant collections  
of declassified documents. These collections, centered on a theme or event, are 
supplemented with supporting analysis, essays, and photographs, showcased in this booklet. 

All of our Historical Collections are available on the CIA Library Publication page  
located at https://www.cia/gov/libray/publications/historical-collection-publications.



42      THE  PRES IDENT ’S  DA ILY  BR IEF :  DEL IVER ING  INTELL IGENCE  TO  KENNEDY, JOHNSON, N IXON , AND  FORD


