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DATE 2007 10. THE BYEIORUSSIAN ELEMENT

The Byelorussian emigi‘étii:;n“in Wééﬁ'éiﬁ Germany is split at the present
time into two major contending groups; the parties ahd movemeats associated

with the Byelorussian Government in exile ugdet @resident)\dikola ramtchik

) . N
and those affiliated with the Byelorussian Central Council under Radislav’
mtrovsw. _The origin of this split is to be found in the period immediately
——— :

following the end of the war when there developed a bitter factional struggle
between two political groupings, the radical nationalists or Krywiczy¥*, as
they were called by their opponents, ar.x.d the opposition elements organized
in thé WByelorussian Inter-campAComni'ttee" vhich represented the less
/nationa]istic elements of the emigration, The radical nationalists desired
;_an independent Byelorussian state not domil"lated by, or under the influence
of, Russia or Poland; they were mot in sympathy with the Russian language
and culture and wanted the Byelorussian National cul’dq;‘.e to be independent . '
and of a western orientation. The leéder of this group was Vasir‘kéndysh
and members of_{:his group held-most of the leading positions in the newly
formed Byelorussian DP camps, The first opposition to the so-called
Krywiczy came 'froxﬁ the Orthodox Church, The Krywiczy were denounced as
fascist, pro-Polish and pro-Catholic wﬁile they accused their opponents of
being pro-Soviet, 'Ihé Krywicxy had the sympathy of the majority of the
inf,e]l_ige‘rrbsia and controlled the Byelorussian High School and the Byelo-
russian cultural and educational activities, = They also had connections

with the Bandera and Melnyk groupé among the Ukranians. . is a counter-

move to tﬁe organizations dominated by t,he"Krywiczy, their opponents created

the "Byelorussian Inter-camp Committee" (BMR) at a congress of representatives ‘

elected by local camp committces held on June 28, 1947. ,Michae?‘_i_ﬁnat,ovich
was clected chairman of the committee., The Krywiczy reacted vigorously

* . Name of an ancient Russian tribe which lived in the area of Byelorussia
in the middle ages. _ SE-C~-R-E-T |
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and organized an 1nter-camp commlttee of their own. The two oppos:{ng .
groups devoted practlcally all their energ1 S to denounclng each other,
As a matter of fact, there were no differefices of opinion in regard to any
political or national problem butween the BMR leaders and the Krywiczy
with the exception, perhaps, that the former recognizcd the Byelorussian
Church as legal in spite of its connections with the DPatriarch in Moscow,
The Krywiczy went to greater extremes in their hatred of everything that
was Russian and had a ﬂostile attitude towards the Russian Church, Several
attempts were made to unitré the two contending factions but no success was
had, The Krywiczy formed a military orgarﬁzation, called the "Byelorussian
Veterans! League" under the leadership of Kusiel to prepai‘e former soldiers
for war with Soviet Russia, |
The most important organization controlled by the Krywiczy was the
"Byelorussian National Center" (BNC). Most prominent Byelorussian leaders
~ were members of the BNC énd were responsible to it for their actions, By
controlling the heads of the various organizations, the BNC controlled the
organizations themselves. BNC controlled thereby a large number of ‘
Bjelorussian oréanizations including four political parties, BNC was
considered as the executive organ of the Byelorussian nat'ional liberation
movement and as such it took orders from the Byelorussian Government in
exile headed by Mikola Abramt;hik. The principal duty of the BNC was the
direction of all work performed By Byeloi'ussian organizations in the struggle
for the liberation of Byelorussia, The BNC maintained regular contacts with
Byelorussian organizations in all parts of the world, Early in 1948 the -ENC Y
consj.sted of approximately 50 members most of whom were living in the American

Zone, The BNC 'selected a Presidium of 10 members who handled current work,
Among the leading members were Vasil k dysh Stanlslav ’é’ank:.ev:tch s Vladimir

%maschyk Mexis Vi nltsky, Frantlsek Kusn.el etc, The BNC coordinated
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Byelorussian resistance to the Soviets long before the last war; Since the

end of the war there has been no regﬁiar contact with Byelorussia or members

of the BNC remaining there. The BNC is a member of the sBN. Vladimir

Tomaschyk is the BNC delegate, The BNC i8 strongly opposed to any liaison

with Russian organiéations on‘the groundg that Russi#n organizations,

'including anti-Communist, still sponsor the idea of a Russian Fmpire dominat-

ing non-Russian nationalities. Any Byelorussian group that dared to make

contact or cooperate with any Russian organization would be expelled from the

BNC.

The President of the Byelorussian Government in exdile, Mikola Abramtchik
visited the Byelorussian DP camps in Germany in December, 1947 and January, 1948.
A meeting of the leaders of the BNC took place during his visit. Abramtchik
urged the Byclorussian refugees to emigrate to France. The members.of the
BMR opposed his activities., On February 29, 1948 the Byelorussian Veterans
League hgld a general congress attended by 50 delegates from Byelorussian
DP camps, A new administration was elected with Frantisek Kusiel as chair-
man, On April 24-25, 1948 the BNC held a meeting attended by the 50 members
in the three western zcnes, AlL members of the "Byelorussian Inter-camp .
Committee" (DMR) wrre expelled on the grounds that they were pro-Soviet amd
that the BMR was a Coviet cover organization under control of the Russian
Orthodox Church. The neetiﬁg adonted Krywiczy as the future name for the
stéte of Byelorussia, The Russian alphabet is to be replaced by the Latin,

The delegates were in faver of changing everything that reminded them of
Russia, New officers were elected comprising: Vladimir Tomaschyk as

Fresident, M, Kunzevich as lst Vice President and Staniglass Hrynkievi

aé 2nd Vice President.

On May 9, 1948 the Byelorussian Inter-camp Cormittec (BMR) held a
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meeting for the purpose of re-activatirg the Byclorussian Central Council,
(Bielaruskaya Zentralnaya Rada, (BZR) S; the puppet government set up in

Byelerussia by the Germans during the Second World War ard dissolved after

the German capitulation. Radislav’AStrove

AN Ry e 5 ST

who was made President of the

Council by the Germans was elected President,

2

Prime Minister; Alexgpdé?‘gusgk,

chosen as Vice President; Geor e Sabalovsk
— et

Foreign Minister; and Vasil ﬁZgu%a, President of Parliament, The meeting

denounced the Byelorussian National Center (BNC) as a puppet of the Poles

and the Pope and pledged itself to fight and sabotage all plans of the 3NC

and the so-called Krywiczy movement, Shortly after the meeting the BZR
requested the fmerican authorities and IRO to recognize the new organizatiqn
on the ground that'it represented at least 80% of all Byelorussian emigramnts,
BZR has not joined the "Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations" and gravitates toward
the Melnyk Ukrainian group., BZR stands for an independent Byelorussia but

in close federation with Russia, It publishes a newspaper called
"BYELORUSSKAYE SLOVO",

Shortly thercafter, on June 20~21, 1948 there was a meeting in the
Osterhofen DP Camp of the Byelorussian Government in exile (BNR). Fortyh
three délegates vere present including President Mikola Abramtchik, The
resolution passed on foreign policy called for the reestablishment of the
independent Byelorussian 3State proclaimed by the Council of the Byelorussian
Democratic Rebub]ic on March 25, 1918, The indeperdent Byelorussian state
should be created according ot its geographical borders, and should include
| a part of East Prussia and Konigsberg. "We should work to destroy Bolshevism
and to split up the Russian Fmpire in order to give freedom and independence

to all states presently dominated by the Russians{ "We should work for a
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common and coordinated fight against Bolshévism as well as against any kind
of Russian or other imperialistic idea", The resolution on internal affairs
called for a more active struggle for the inéependenpe of Byelorussia, The
BNR must strive to create an independent Byelorussian Catholic Church, It
was necessary to unmask the activities of the BZR which was a foreign
organization seeking to destroy the struggle for freedom and independence
of the Byelorussiah nation, The activities of AStrovsky were denounced and
the gfoups under him were declared to be pro-Russian, On June 21, 1948,

(or

'of the BNR Government who. had been c¢lected,

Vi§.3;>&Uma§gh, the Prime Minister, announced the list of the 1l members

During the past year there has been a bitter struggle.between the two
contending Byelorussian groups, the Byelofussian-Government in exile (BNR)
and the .sstrovsky group, The BNR has heen seekiﬁg in every way to curb the
activities of thé opposing group in Byelorussian circles., The Byelorussian
intelligentsia which was united after the first world war, is now badly
~split., Astrovsky has been seeking to extend his influence among varioﬁs
elements such as the students. He created the "Byelorussian Central
Representation'" and sought its recognition by IRC 2s the representative
organ of the Byelorussian cmigrants in the Mmerican Zone, This organization
has been willing to work -iith the Russian Orthodox Chu;ch, while the BNR
group will not cooperate with any Russian organization, On the other hand,
the BNR appears to have engaged in a systematic denunciation of adherents
of the BZR who have beecn seeking to emigrate to the United States. Radislav
Astrovsky appears to have a dubicus past, Whether he was a Comintern Agent
in Poland 1924-27 and subsequently worked for the Polish Secret Police, as
asserted by his enemies, has not teen established, but there is no question

but that he was an adviser to the German Governor in Minsk in 1943 and
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later appointed by the German President of the puppet government created

\)

by them, the Bielaruskaya Zentralnaja Rada (BZR);

The Byelorussian Government in exile has its headquarters in Paris,
It claims to be a continbation of the Gove tnmerit of the byelﬁfﬁssian Deﬁoa
cratic Republic (BNR) which was established in Byelorussia in 1917-1918
and subsequently driven out.by the Red Armyf The present President —=~
Mikola Abramtchik -- became President on March 6, 1943 by virtue of the will
drawn up on March 6, 1943 by President V. Zacharka, the third President of ‘
the Republic, who died on March lh,‘19h3? _ The present government is headed

by Auhié;>R3§panovsky as Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs,

and comprises 10 cabinet posts. Subordinaie to the Government is the
Byelorussian Natiorelfenter (BNC) which comprises a coalitien of four
political ﬁarties in exile, the ﬁational Democratic Party; the Christian
Democratic Pafty, the National Independence Party and fhe Byelorussian Peasant
Party; and the Wbrld Union of Byelorussian Hmigration, headed by’Lebn EiElestz!
which coordinates the work of all tﬁe Byelorussian organizations in exile, it
the present time there are'Byelorussién emigrant organizatidns in 13 countriés’
The representative of the BNR in Germany is Vladimir Tomaschyk, |
The Byelorussian Central Representation claims to have 8,000 followers in
the American and British Zonés, while the Byelorussian Government in Exile
claims 18,000, A qﬁalified observer has estimated that there are not more

than 4,500 Byelorussians in the American zone of whom 90% are Orthodox,
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