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° SUBJECT:  Reporton ClA Chi.lc::m Task Force Activities, .
-+ . -+ .15 September to 3 November 1970

.

-’

1.  General L e _
‘a. On 15 September 1970, CIA was directed to try to 'prevent.:

Marxist Salvador Allcnde's assent to the Chilean presidency on |

3 November. This effort was to be independent of concurrent endcavo;rs'

bcing'undertaken through, or with the knowledge of, the 40 Committce,

g

Department of State, and Ambassado:".Korry.

) . . Ty
" . b. Briefly, the situation at that time was the following:

-- 'Allende had attained a plurality of only some 40, 000 .
in the Chilean popular vote for president. Jorge

Alessandri, 2 conservative and the runner-up, would

face Allende in a Congressional run-off on 24 October,

.

The run-off winner would be invested as president on

3 November.
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-~ Allende's designation as president by Congress was

very pro.bable'given all known factors in the Chilean
political equation. ’ ' . | ‘
’ i Gi\.vcn the dismal prospects of g.political formula
béin_g worked out t§ prevex;t Ailendé's designat‘ion
.és.p;esidcnt Sy Congrcss; rémai';xix;g..'altérnatives
. t écntercd 'a'round .overcom;mg .the apolitical, ;:bristit\;- -
| | tional-orientecd inertia of the C}.xile;a.wmilitars'. | . T
-- ;U. S. Government iﬁ‘tentioﬁs. were 'highiy' suspe.ct.
| particularly in A}lcﬁdc .and'c;rta:i;' government

sectors. Suspicions extended to all Americans in

Chile for whatever declared purpose. In addition,

) ' . the Chilean military were being monitored quite
closcly by the Allende forces for warning signals
¢ .

of any interventionist proclivities,

2. Special Organization )

* a. 'A Chilean Task Force was assembled and functioning thréc
days after CIA was assigned the mission. It was headed by two senior

and highly-qualified CIA Chicfs of Station recalled from their Latin

.
.
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. American posts spcc{fically for this purpose. A special communi-
cations channel was sct up simultaneously to Santiago, Chile, and .

Bgenos Aires, Argentina, to handle scnsitive cable traffic for the

.

Task Force. . e i )

b. Subsequently, an "illegal' team started filtering into _ r
Sa.nti‘a.gé. It consisted of four CIA officers with the appearance,
language, and experien'ce to ;usfain the fiction of various foreign

nationalities. They were recalled from their overseas posts to

. Washington, briefed, and inserted individually into Chile

‘nationals. In Santiago, their only U,S. contact was a CIA officer who

‘

had resided in Santia.gb for some time

:L/J These "illegals" rapidly established contact with _ (b)(1)

"Chilcan intermediaries or principals interested in promoting a

military coup. -

c. By a special (and unique) é.rra.ngcmént requested by CIA,

the U, S. Army.Attachc in Santiago was placed under operational ,

dircction of the CIA Chief of Station there. His assistance and
Chilcan military contacts were invaluable in this pi'ogram.
. e . . 4

. .
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SECRET/SENSITIVE L SRR
_EYES ONLY

Approved for Release: 2022/03/01 C01310814




Approved for Release: 2022/03/01 C01310814

QLULLi/LENSINVE , 77T e e e e e

: EYES OnLY ! :
« | L

3. | The Dual Approack: - Constitutional and Coup

a. Prospects for inducing Congress to vote for Alessandri
ra.t.her than Allende were never brxght and, thcy all focuscd on

mspxrmg a rc]uctant, mdecxswe Presxdent Frei to assume an out-

.

of-character role: dynamxc leadcrshxp thhm hxs own pa.rty, thh
the "pcrsua.dables" in Congress, a.nd with the mxlxtary. Frei was
under no illusions about Chile's fate under an Allende regxme.

UChile has a very short future, " he said, "and after 4 November it

.

will only have a pa.st. " ‘ e

b. Initially, Frei was willing to consider Aa.n"d' even advocate a

‘constitutiénal solution: the so~-called Fre1 re-election gambit, The

questxon was whether he would be willing to comrmt his prestige.

complctcly in followmg through on such a dxfhcult political maneuver
wzth the outcome, a.t best, unassured., The basic gambit consisted

of marshalling enough Congressmnal votes to clect Alessandri over |

.

. Allcnde with the understandmw Alessandri would resign 1mmed1ate1y

after ma.ugura.txon and pave thc way for a spccml ‘election in which
¥~

Frei could legally bccomc a candxdatc. As a pn.lxmmary step, Frcx

coordma.tcd Alcssandri's post-¢lection statement that if he were

21376
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selccted for the prcs"gdency by Congress, he (Alcss:mdri-) would )

resign, - The thrust of CIA's endcavors, then, was to use every

| pla.usibie prcssu'rer combined with inducements to move Frei down.
. this péth. To this end, virtually overnight CIA mobilized an inter-.
' iocking political action and propagahd&' campaign designed both to

.goad and entice Frei into following through on the re-election

gambit,

-¢. At the same time, recognizing the fallibilitics of Frei, CIA

focused on provoking a military coup. This undertaking was scgre-

-gated from that of the Frei rc-clection gambit with th'c.intcntion that

it be pursued independently of Frei if necessary, but with his acqui-

.

in recognition of the nced

for fast action combined with the best preotection for the U, S. ‘Govern-

~ment against the. inherent vulncrabilities to being uncovered,

4. Propacanda Campaign ‘ L

a. The propaganda campaign was tailored to gencrating concern

about Chile's future in terms which would condition the thinking and

-

actions of the thrce key elements in the Chilean political equation:

. = Y
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, Frei himseclf, the Chilean political elite, and the Chilean military
(the i;.ttcr two of which could well bring collateral influence to bear
* on Erei). Each of these clements had hastened to rationalize its
_acceptance of an Allende presidenéy.. Their palliative was the built-
in checks and balance of Chile's demonstrated reverence for democ-
racy and@gnstitutionality, sweetcned by Allende's pfomise to honor

- ;tﬁese traditions.

‘b. After the 4 September popular vote, the world press had

tended to trcat the prospect of witncssing the .I.irst" fréel)'-elccted '
-Marxist head of state take office as a curious abcrration of democ-
racy rather than a politically significant 'gvené. Press'interest and
covl'ebra.ge was relati»l'el.y light 1.mti1 the .All.cnde forces fortuitously |
. prévidcd ;.n_ af;tra.ciive‘.issue which could be exploited. By
15 Scptember, it became :‘a.ppa.rcnt that Aliefxdc \v;s .cor;ducting a
' ‘ra,t.her blat:;nt campaign to'intimidate the Chilean inforn;xat.ion media
.through threats of assassination an'a violence, takeovers by so-called
w.orker. or'ganiz;tibns, a._nél ultimatums to .tl.me nﬂa.nagcmcnt of nc‘w;:

papers and radio stations, Allende's purpose was to smother any

opposition to his clcction by Congress and to take advantage of that
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. \ peculia.rly'Latix:‘z, and.'pr;)nounccd Chilcan, propéﬁsity to jufnp on an
accelerating b'ax;dw‘agon”—- ideals and the country's wclfare to the
c;)!itfar)'. A major'ta;gct of Allcné,e was "El Mcr;:urib", the most
pre'stigious newspaper in Chile and the major 0p;.>o’s._ition voiéé to

| Allende; ﬁp to"tl;xat time. CIA mounted 2 probaganda campa.igx'x
ccnt;red a}’éuﬁd ‘"El'}v;tercurio"' and the is's'\_ie of Allgn;lc bra'.zcnl'yl
takipg his first s;.elp in "éomﬁiunizing" Chi.lc_: by #ﬁagﬁiﬁg frécci.;am
qfl'tﬂe press"and,. wozise';, with ghé clcc;'cior;‘still unsctﬁ}cd. Covert |

- a..ctid.n: r:e.sou'rvces ';rlcre used to la.unch:'

' -- C;,ables of support/pfotest from Icading'nc\vspaperg

throu.ghout Latin America to "El Mercurio®.

T e- A protcst statement from the International Press

Association

(The state-

ment was issued as a press rcle__a.ée-on 19 Scptember
and began: "_Frecdoxﬁ of the press in Chile is being

- strangled by Communist and Marxist forces and
. . P .

their allies. ™) . | :

-- World press coverage of the International Press

Association protest and on the details of the | |

. .
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Communist efforts to scize control of _thc Chiléa.n
p::ess.

.- A pz'.ogram of 5ourna1ists ‘--— a.ctual agents and othcr-

wige == travclhng to Chile for on—thc-sccnc reportmﬁ. ‘.
‘ By 28 Septcmbcr, CIA had in place in, or cnroute to, |
Chile 15 Journahst agcnts from 10 dxf[erent countnes. |
Thxs cadre was supplemented by 8 more Journahsts
from 3 co@tr:cs under the du:cgtxon of hxgh level
#gerfts who were, for the most p.‘a.x;t, fn ma;nagcri‘d :
- capacifies in thé media figlcll.‘) T
.;As"a r‘e.su}t of the ensuing fur&r‘c,. Ali'ende - sengiti;ie to .w,orld

-opinion and attempting to i:roject the imagc of a rpoderate, non- |

dogmatic socialfist -- decided to become mofc circumspect. k By
25 Septcmbér, heavy-handed intimidation of the press had virtually

ceased.

.c. Allende's show of strength had made its point howevers -the
‘Chilean press, including “"El Mercurio", never did regain its
resilicncy and remained thoroughly muted from thercon out, -Lack-

ing the usual forums for spontancous gcnc'ration‘a.nd replay of-
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' fpropa.ga.nda. inside Chile, CIA had to rely increasingly on its own

resources:
~- an underground press dependent upon direct mail

.
o emovee - o3

distribution; ' .

- 'plé.ccment of individual ncws items through agents

against the resistance of 2 cowed management; °

- :'__._ fi:nancing of 'g. new, a.lbcif. sméll, n.c\{rspapér; |
rel e subsidy of an anti-Allende pbliti.ca.l' group and its :
radio pr;)gramé., po,.litical adverti,'se’me‘nts.. and .'
political rallies; and,
-~ direct m;.iling of foreign news articles to Presi-
dent Frei; ‘Mrs. Frei, s'elcct.cd' militaryleaders,

and the Chilean domestic press. -

Thié, ciffort did novt, and could nét, .rcpla'ce' a Chiiqan'press, .fully ‘
'op.era.tivc and free of restraint. Virtually alone, it did kecep the

‘voice of public opposition a.iiye inside Chile for coup purposecs
« . . . LI V ! ,’."
during the final weceks of this period, '
d. The magnitude of the propaganda campaign mounted during
this six week period in the Latin American and European media --

. . .
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aside from the U.S., the two Youtside' areas with, by far, the

r'"“"

| gr_ea.fcst influence on Chile -~ is evident from the fact that only
i . partial returns show 726 articles, broadcasts, éditqrials, and

similar itcn'i.s' as a direct result of agent activity.‘ Just how many

of these items were replayed is not knawn

Nor, has CIA any idca of the scope of the

immeasurable multiplie# effect -- that is, how much its "induced"

news focused media interest on the Chilecan issues and stimulated
additional coverage -- except that, even by conservative standardé,

" this confribution must ha..vev becn both substantial and significant.

-~ e, Special.intclli.genc;.e and ,.'"in'sidc" Sricﬁﬁgs were given to
uU. ‘S. journaligts iz.u dc.fex;e_nce to. the iﬁt.:cx.-'nationa.l in.ﬂucncc of the
U, s. 'mcdia.: Pari.:icularly.'notewortby in this connection was the
_'.l_‘_i_x.ﬁg colver story whicfz owed alx grcz;.t d;':a;l to “:rrittcn matcrialsv ;Lr;d

. . brie;fir;gs prﬁvidcd by CIA. Thé _'I_i;n_lg_,corxlesi)c;ndcnt in éhilc who
: . . . L .

was proviaing much of the:backgroun'd material for the story

ap;:aa.rcntly acccpfcd Allcr;dlc's. prdtcstati'oné of moderation a.n'ti

constitutionality at face value.. CIA bricfings in \Vashingtdn plu;#'
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basic thrust of the story in the {inal stages according to another
M corrcspondcﬁt. It provbkcd Allende to comélain on

‘13 Octebe;',' "We are suffcring the most brutal arnd horrible pres-
s.urc, both dorhestie é.nc; intcrx.zatiqnal,.'.'.sipéiing out Time in
pa;r:ticul'ar :;s h.a-;vir;g "oj:.cnly cal:lcd"'fe'r. 'a'u.ﬁ.i;x'x;asi_en of ‘Chile.

5., Political Action

a. The political action program had only onc purposec: to
induce President Frei to prevent Allende's clection by the Congrees
on 24 October and, failing that, to support -- by bcnevelcnt neutrality

at the 1cast azad conspiratorial benediction at the most -~ a milité.ry
. . M . . ° ‘ . - .
: coﬁp which would prevent Allende from taking office on 3 November. .

,Rcalieticauy, the task was one of attempting to recast Frei, as a

political personality, in a role demanding decisiveness and

. '.'m:achismo" to a degree _that,' thus far, had eluded him. Pressures

from thosc whose opinion and/or approval he valued -- in combination

with adcquate propaganda orchestrations -- rcprcscntéd the only hope

(3R

of converting Frei, . - oo,
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b. fAs an initial s_t;cp, an American agent who had handled CIA's

covert funding of f‘féi'é presi'dcntiai camp'aign in 1964..w#s dis-
pgtchcd to Santiago to recontact Frei.. His discu.ssions v.xth ‘Fx-'ei
convcy.ed .‘the followin g' points‘ (which were, undcz:_s:té'od to c?na.naZfe
{rom the U.,S. Government): | )
| . ~= Allcnde as ;Swl:csAidcnt would be a.r.n- unp#rgllclcdt "
disaster for Chile (Frei agrecd)‘. '
-- Freihad botﬁ the power a.nci ol';liga.tion to pfcvent
S this, | | | o b
-- Shox;ld Frei nced .;'x.ssis‘ta.ncc ip rescttling in anothc.:.r '
country, a gencrous rescttl;:rnve.nt‘ a.hci cost of living
'stipen.d would b_e. for'th;::orrxing. .‘ (Th'c c;.lcar‘ imp_licva]tibn '
. béing this would be Frci'ls ;':gcompcnse shou'.ld he try
and 'fa.il to p;evcnt.Allcnac?s'inauguration; Y .
-~ In tl.le" event of 2 military ucoulp', the successor
government ;vould e'njoy U. S. support and quiéf
* applause. ' "
e In f.hc event Frci's re-clection 'ga.ml:fit s'uccccdcd, ,.

the U,S. Government would be prepared to provide -

substantial support for Frei's presidential campaign. /
- . ) ' ) )

‘e
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" Though delicately stated, Frci understood clearly the subtlctics

and .implicatibns of the forcgoing

Frei-was gracious

® .

undcrstanding, and frank as always, and, as always with him,

t;othing ha._p,pcnéd.

c. In Europe and Latin America, prominent and influcntial
members of the Christian Democratic movement as well as the
Catholic Church werc prompted to visit Frei or scnd personal

‘messages to him urging that he save Chile. Some of these cndcavors

were the following:
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~~ The West German Christian Democratic Party --
which enjoyed special equities with Frei by virtue
T,  of generous support to the Christian Démocxjats in

Chile over a range of ﬁagug'gé' -- d-isp#fchcd

. .
-

) several top-lqvc'l_ cmiésari‘cs‘ to Clzxilc;, .Tllxcy' con-
,.tactccll ‘P;e.i and éthcr Christiaxﬁ Dév.;'nolcra.ti'c; leadcrs =
 ' . . o . 4n Chile a.~s' well as i’résidcnt .Cia.l..'d:cr.z._n."g)f \l’;:géz\ic_la:.
| : - Ib:-."Pr‘c;sidc;'xt Romulo -Bptanc§ﬁrt of Vénezu_ela scnf
F;'ci_ a strongfpjcrsona.l mc'ssa.gc on opi:é.sir'xg :
_ Communism and Allende as did the President of the |
V.cnc.zpclxla.n éh’:istian Dc‘mocratic -Paréy through a
| press statement. | L |
. o -~ Ex-President Carlos Lleras of Coldmbi_a. made a
. .'specia.'l tri';i'to Chile and mé.t privately with Frc;i
.twice, g#ch tirﬁc u.":;ging ctb)_ur,ageoubs actit;n t§ save

Chile,
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-- Jécqucs Maritain, onc of the international figures
in Catholicism most respected by Frei, senta

personal message indicating that Frei and his

arty must oppose Marxism.
. . ‘ p .

-e Ex- of the It:;xlia.n

" 'Christia_n Democratic Paigy -- 'whic}{ had .ngod' :
fraterna.l'.rel.altion.s with Frei and his .partsr -
refused t§ in'téévcné. {He sai'd_ it was a lfio;;cless
situa’tion a.nd\ hé sa.w. no point in risking his reputa-
tion'in a lost cause. ).

Collateral effor..'ts__w;ere made to ix?nuencc f‘rci or th§se close to

Frei, such = I o L .

\
«- Influential lay Catholics sent messages to or

visited the Vatican. .
. : ‘e

- through 2 scries of lay

and clerical prcssurcs_erm other countries, was
dissﬁ#ded from cedir’xé an Allclncic victory prior.to
“his Co'ngfcs;ionﬁl clection actually taking place.

-- Telegrams were s;ént Mrs. Fr.ci from women's, A‘ -

'. o . : ) . —/
.groups in other Latin Amecrican countrics, |

P

e
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-- Foreign p;qss items 'wérc mailed dircctly to vFrc_i,.“ '
Mrs. Frei, and Christian Dcmécratic Congrcssmen |

© " in Chile. | |
e Inteclligence sva;s surfaced indica.tling 'tha.t, ‘once in .

power, the Communists intended to denigrate Frei

.'f;.'s the {irst step in the dissolution of his party. ; :

d. ; In spite of everything, Frei nevér asserted himself. Indeéd,

he £ai1e& 'to a&cnd or to influence othc.rwisc thc.;3:4 Octol;’er' Congr.cs:;:
of his.party at which ti.mé it was decided by a sﬁbétﬁn{ial margin to
. ﬁaakc'a cica.l w.ith Allende. Wit’h that decision, thc.Fre.i re'-el'clzction,
gam'b'it died and constitutional alterna.t.i'vcs' had been exhausf;'clcl. Sub-
sequently, Frei did 'ma.r.xage. to confide to s.'e.\'r'cra..l i:op-r;nkirig mil'i'tary :
‘. bffiéérs that he wéuld.not. oppose a coup, with a guarded .i;‘nplication'
"he mig'ht'cven welcome.onel. Ye'f, wﬁcn’ a éoup opgértulnif;y a‘r'xd
situation prescnted'itself\ilpon the a.ssa.xssina.ltion of Army Ct'bmn“;andcr.

e

', . 3n Chief Schneider, Frei moved quiékly away from it.

6. Military Coup

a. After ecarly October -~ absent any evidence that Frei was

responding, politically spcaking, to artificial respiration -« a./

. .
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f“‘military coup incrcasi;xgl)' suggested itself as the only possible .
solution to the Allende problcm.; Anti-Allcndé cufrcnts did exist
“7 in thc mxl:.te.ry and the Cara.bmcros, but were 1mznob1hzcd by:
-~ the tradition of mxhtary rc'sp.t:tt';'for _-t}*.c Constztutxon; |

‘e

-~ the public and private stance of General Sch.nci.dcr,'

**

Commander in Chxcf of the Army, who a.dvocatéd
Ny stnct adhcrcAnce to the Constxtutxon'
- fcar of the reaction of non-commis;ioned 6f£icc£$-
e who t,c‘ndcd to ha.rbor pr'o-Allo;ndé s.ympaf:hics; and,._'_."‘
- é.'strong prop;:nsity to aéccpi: Allende blandishments
to the effect that the '.r.nili'tary i'zad little fo fear f:omi | ,

him.

=y

:
[Although 1ndw1dua.1 ofhccrs amohg th;: top leadership o.f the milita.ry
and C;.ra.bmeros were pre- dxsposcd to take a.ctxon, thcy felt the Army
§va.s centra.l toa succcssful coup, and as long as Gcneral Schﬁexdcr '
- rc;:mamed the head of the Army the Army could not be countcd upon,
Go;nera.l Sghnéidcr's atﬁtu’d; coqld only be changed through the - ™~
' pc:sdn#l intervention and forccful advo;a.cy- of a covup‘ by Prg:sidcnt'
_Frc'i; somcthing, it Bccamc ob'viovus,' th'gllattcr was most uhlikc'ly to

bring himself to do, |/

e -
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b. _LThc-U. S. .‘\:;'my Attache in Santiago had a wide range of

excellent contacts among the military with whom he enjoyed

. }ln}xsualiy'clcse, frank, and confidential rclationships.

\Vhen, as ncted prc\nously, thc U S Army Attache was -

: pla.ced under the opera.txonal control of thc CIA Ch1c£ of Statxon, the

two worked in tandem on the coup endeavor. As a general rule,

) “members of the "111cga. " team mxtxatcd and picked up those contacts -

~ with.the highest risk potential, that is, those individuals whose
‘credentials, reliability, and security quoticnt were unproven a.ndv‘ o

unknown. /

Between 5 October and 20 October, thc Cla Statmn and the '

'

U. S. Army Attache -~ for the most part, the la.ttcr --rma.de

- contacts with key military and Carabinero officials. “Thcse conta.cts
required a high degrece of overt plausibility or clandcstinity sincc,
by that time, Allende was a.c.utcly‘ aware that only the vmili.tary

remained between himself and the prcsidcncy,. and, 'accotdixigfy;

monitored the activitics of key military figures zluitc closely. .

Through dircpt contact, the
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the

Matericl, the Army Dircctor of the War Academy, and the Army
Dircctor of the Non-Commissioned Officers School were 2dvised
of the U, S, Government desire to deny -Allende tho .presidcncy and

its wﬂlingn‘css' to support a coup attempt. The

mediaries.
d. During this same period in October, the "illegals' estab-

.lished dircct contact and conducted negotiations with the leadership

of the two incipient coup "movements" involving the greatest risk: -

clailmed to

‘ha.\'m 4,000 rhcn organized in the greater Santiago

- arca. He requested arms and ammunition {rom his

“illegal" contact. When it dévclgpcd that

was somewhat eccentric-and had' little, if any,

" organization of the scope claimed, contact was

droppcd.
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" All activitics of retired Army General Viaux

were being carefully serutinized by both Allende

and General Schncxdcr durmg tlus pcr:.od bccausc -

havmg led the unsucccssful.:[‘a.cna regiment rcvolt

in Octobqr 1969 -~ he was a known dxs;xdgnt with

" gsome residue of inflluence in the Army. Viaux

. was contact;:d by several "illegals' at different

. points of negotiation with him, Hc requested 2

prematurely an action that would spoil the better

sizcable airdrop of arms and ammunition in-the
.countryside (which was denied as unrcalistic under

the circumstar;ccs), substantial financial support

life insurancc policics for his princi—

.pals (up to $250, 000 in covaraoc was agrccd u.po'x),

‘
and pa.ralyzmg gas grcnades (w‘uch were not

' immediately available), Fmally, it bcca.me evident

that Viaux did not have the orgamz,a.txon or support:

to carry out a successful coup, but might trigger

chances of doing so from within the active duty |
, 7 ,
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‘ l' military itsclf. -Direct contact was suspendcd
< .
and 2n alternate channel of emergency communi-

cation was established.

e. Eventuany, the best prospccts for a succcssful coup were
dcvclopcd among the hzgh-level military conta.cts. On 18 Octobcr.

Gcncral Valcnzuela, who was. in command of thc S:mtxago Garrison,

~ advised that he,

: XS TR
were prepared to sponsor a coup,\ The plan was to:

-~ kidna.p Gcneral Schnct’der;
. ' 1]

.+ == have the command of the Army pass to the next

.

in line, Gen;ré.l Pratts who at lcast was not

dogmatically opposed to a ‘co"\‘;pr j

LT

-- most of Frci's cabinct would resign and be replaced -

by military and Carabinero members;

-- Frei would rcenounce the presidency and leave the

‘e

oy 4

countyy; and,

-~ a military junta would be installed,

- - SECRET/SENSITIVE
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| Indications were that Frei was aware of the main elements of this

plan 2s were a few cabinet members./ The only assistance requested

by Valcnzuela..\(to sct the plan in motio::f~,ihrough Schneider's z:.‘bn:’n.:c:l:io:-:j7

‘was several sub-machinéguns. ammu'nftion, a few tear gas gx;cna.dcs,
- "and gas maski} (211 of which were provi'dcd)],}plus $50, 000 for expenscs
(\r;'hich wi's rca,dy‘ to be passcd upon demand). |

I A 'Onliz October, General Schncid'cr'v;'as. mortally wounded on . 4

his ';va.y to work. General Pratts was appointed to command the

Army in place of Schneider. Frei made a strong stztement dénouncing
the assassination and declared a statc of emergency; as a result

. thereof, Gencral Valenzuela assumed control of the Santiago area.

\ .
an excellent

L. In.cffcét,'the military were in control of Chile and in
poéitior; to follow thféug’h’ \.vith: 2 successful coﬁp i:rrcspﬁcfi\'é of '.;'-‘rw;i‘s
actions or inacti;ons. They did not -‘- §¥obai)1)r bccau'sc of the stz;;pg

. reaction 'of,Frc;x and the puﬁlic to the Schneider affair and la.c;":: of aﬂ$r
positive cncouragcment fr.om Freci. Their rationale is :;ot-c‘crt.a.y_'\_at
th'ig'. stage, nor, for that .m'a.tter, .'is it ccrtain who or yvhat'group \'v.a.s

ultimately responsible for Schucider's assassination. ' The Valenzuela
5 n 3

grdup claimed that it was not and that all materiel passed to it is still (

S
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Z—in its POSSGSSion.unuscy In any wrent, the opportunity for a coun -’
Soonpasscd; and, Allcn'l': Wres &2 ;il}v clcctcd b)v Congrcss on .

- 24 October and quietly inaugurates on'3 November.
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