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Subject : Petro Panomarenko - Age 1 35
Date : 13 January 1952
Interviawer t AMH

3.2 1

The interview was conducted, in German,though subjest knows English
woll,and lasted 1 hour 20 minutes,

to . A "
but has disappeared completely since 1946, Subjeot aamumes thst
he 18 dead,though ¢armnot, produse any évidense lgzsthls faot.

) intomticm abeut his parents singe .

thirtiss.
hool of Busimess and Jommeroé in Lemberg(Llvov-

Sg
8

until 1939, He continued hls Eeanisn sctivities in a group of

8
§
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frem jail few days before the og the German-Pollsh war,be
spont only & chort %ime in Lyov under the Soviets and oreseed
demarcation ling, For half a year worked in a grosery store,t

to regieter for studeis in Viemma,but had no money to continué hi

studies, Found himself in Stanislav in 1941,opened a bookstore
and was arreostod the German authoritles for supportin&?a
aotivists. Ho spent 8 months in Jail ( Sept.1941 - 1

would give nin conly manual labor. Withthe help of Ulranians weat '

to Berlin and worked in the Propaganda Peoction of the Ukranian

Natienal Cormittee ( probably under the- sponsorship of thé Rosenii
Bommliseariat fuer das Ostgeblet), Zmphasizes the fact that his wigl

. was wimportant,that he did not want to join any Gorman sponaore

and studied acoounting,ocononiss and related subjed

ol,0f ¥hich he claims to have been a recognifl
tine he was eonnested with the OUN,though hej
does not ¢ to have taken a very astive part in the movémen§

b/

Ukranian nilitary unit because it was "too late". In April 1945 5 %

loft Borlin for Pragus,where he spent only two weeks, After this
went to Pilsen and then to Aschaffenburg,where he became a camp
" leader of a DP samp ( from June 1945 - Sept.1948). Worked then
in Wusrzburg and finglly almost 1 year (1950 -1951) in Bremen
with the UUARC ( Ukranian American Relief Committee). The last
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* Pandmarenko -2

i . months before the resruitment he was in Munich and Ludwigsburg.

Subjeot’ 8 background and education have made him a convinoced

| (but not3too violent) Ukrenian nsticnalist, He has had a good,
but not too good san educatlion. Hie nationalist aotivities within
the framework of the Polish state seem to ha¥e been rather
nild : he has moatly taught in Ukrenian schools and groups,

- has helped organiging Ukranian cocaoperdsives,and ,as far as his

t conneotions with the OUN are oconsermed,ho has never been
oannected with the group agtively. .

¥Within the group,Ponamarenko seems to have beon involved comparetively
1little An derman sponsored Ukranian work. He olaims that he was
always aware of the dangers of such gonnections ,but indicates
that during the war he chared the belief of his compatriots that
a) participation in the Ukrenian 58 division Galicia provided

a good opportunity of leaming military techniques, b) was the
most practioal took for nationslistio Ukranhna to fight sgunct
the Bolahevisa. -

. , Wmt smoet comes from & 10al Galicisn environment
acnsidered Poland,Soviet Russia(identifiod with Russid)
. :: mr prinary cnanu:. He h::a accepted this f«mgprobo.b
cut.mush independent analy as & natural which
- . - &1} Usenians should sonform, His pontiul womr the Po.
el regize has n modexrata.The faot that he was arrested during
"7 the students'l Conwention in Lvev in 1939 was probably the mo

outstanding personal bardship amnmod by subjeot for his

Ukranian astivities.

The biogrephy seens rotlect rather truthfully the gourse of |
events and seens 0 with the not too uut.stmnns
oapacitises and the ut.t.lo oi’ ths subjeet .

I. Ixesontks Subject olalms %o know.little ahbout the present ut.uat.um Lo
in both his immediate fatherland and the Great Ukreins( a*
Uxraine)., He answers in olighe phrases which seem to mmz
the polisy iine of the whole group . He has ,however
detailed imovledge of eccnomic fastors,provably dus fo nis
interest in eccnomios,

n{a that in 1946 he withdrow completely from ?nuo T
aou ty within the emigration parties,since the sp AN
Ukrenians into vardous faations seemed to him mhu _
unre\lauo. Heverthelesas, he bou.evea f.hat the U.H“V.R. has i
most shances for mcna,amco are"demooratio” and also )
because they maintain some oonnections with the Ukraine,

Asked about the possibilities of the UPA at present,stated
that they ha.rd.ly_oa.n develop much aoctivity.

On & wholes subject's evaluation of the present situation in
PR : native country ie very reserved., He believes that the Rusel
£ are oocoupying Ukraine and that the Ukranlans are thoroughly .
- ' anti-Soviot but that under the tight polioe and ocontrol aynm
no nstionaliat. movement m the Ukraine has much chano@.
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Ponamarenko

. and judgements,because boing a rather cautious type who does

"4n his oonvemuoni:an in - but

- . ST
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’ 1: Subjeot's think does not indicate mush originali
%m&{m. Hel:fght,homer. conceal some thouaxt:’
not want to commit himself to atwthmﬁthat may be prejudisisl :
to his situation, His politigal affiliations are not quite olear:

though he seems to be opposed to a violent nationalistic organisa~
tion,his evaluations of the future seem to indicate that the
tom;tarm type of thought offera some attraction to him,

IIZ.Future: Ae far as the political future of the Ukraine is conserned

lubjgot. ropeats the same idea that seenms to be the 1lo0y
line® of other members of the group. He dces not be that
Ukrains can decome independent without war or intervention,

Ho also rejects the 1408 of & federation with Russia,

will be probably ocdsupled by Alllied forcee apd must be
preparod for demoorady,sinod,as it was with ~ermany,democresy
would not worke. : - .

His om participation in Ukrenian national efforts is viewed by
the subject with great aaution. He definitely rejoots personal
participation in clandss agtivities behina the nﬁ?gurph,
8inde he considers them "useless” and a "loss in human life",

But he 18 perfectly willing t0 ride into the liberated Ukreins
with the ococupation foroes,where he would be mostly interested

in administration and economic work on some higher level,

nmtzqnhemmukawmpmmpmpamwx&.

mz Subject's naticnalienm is strong,but not so strong as
an aggressive fighter for the m%iml cause., His
political ideas are rather o as far as the overall goals are
goncerned,but his understanding of how to achieve these goals

48 limited and essentially of a passive nature, He 15 somewhat
sugpicious of the dmerican effort, believes that as long as ths
dmcmo{o( identical with Amerioa) cannot presemt a o

Progrem

rviewer. He seems to be a man of an average intelligence
(a 104l agcountant) and not capable of independent or progound -
ing., Ho possesses shrewdness ,but not to 5uch a degree as
40 recognize the implications of some questions, He is very smeoth
“hold for a long time-
the sonfidence snd loyalty of other people, The strength of his
nationalistio feelings and oonvietions is somewhat preliiiamtie.
are hardly stronger than his desire to have a seoure and
BOG recognized position. Essen he is an opportunist .
and,though his background has provided with aome streaks of
idealism, he is nov gulded by egotistic reasons.

The interviewor believes that he is lacking ocowrage and strong
moral £ibre, He uses his héart allment as an excuse rather
frequently. : :

He is definitely not fit for a P/ﬂ program, His usefulness in the
P/A program cannot be gauged at this time,but sinoce he laoks
daring and immaginstion, some semi-executive type of work is
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lear-out o
the Ukreniana,they will view the US with great misgivings. !
' n"’“—‘“ﬂﬁ‘“‘ Ponomarenko has 8 higher opinion of himgelf than this
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robably more ted to his capaolitlies than propsganda
ﬁo might be & ﬁon Ban,an organizer,but is definitely not
of lsadership caliber,

his
vm.m&‘:“snbjeot has no complainst about She present eituation,
e ho has oome "to learn the ways of American demos e

he would expesct at some future time to be able to so® me

of Amorica than the site of our sohool,but he is sati
with the food,the treatment ,and the organisation.

some of the members of the Ukrenian group rether
m;muly 8ince a long time,does not anticipate my fristions
with thea or with other mtionsntua. In this m::n
nm than his oun ~ or not his own -~ snu-&xsaim-{u ;

8.
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He does not antia a volum¢ of corre
R i e R M g gk e g
negeasary reatristive regulations. (%)

mmrsury(uuuwmuu)mmum

- he . has gone %0 Fmt work for some Amerioan e
He was proaised to umumummu his
wsle and coulin.m live in the United States. .
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