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SUBJECT: The RSHA and Eﬁda CIANO in Bwitzerlanﬁ
(Bource: The Interrogatlon of Frau Burkhardt EEETZ)

1, Count Ciano was executed at 9300 AM on the.

morning of Jenuary 11, 1944, Three. days before, on January
8th, his wife (Edde Mussolini) had reached safely across the
Swigs border ”%%e Ciano ehildren were waiting for her.

2, Rdda's traveling companion on,her £light was
a lieutenant in the Italian Air Force named Emilio Pnccio
Prom the border she sent Puccl back to Verond WithH |
to Hitler and Mussolini, begging them to spare. Ciano's 1ife.

- 30 Pucel was arrested the morning of 01ano s
death and taken to the office of Gen, Harster, BdS northern
{taly. He was interrogated there and in jail abou*the »
whereabouts of Edda Mussolini: on Jdan 17 he was seen by
Subjeet in jaill in ¥ilan. He then had a fractured skull
ag & result of "questioning® by a certain éfandartenfﬁhrer)
nauaf,;sn chﬂef in Milan,

4, The execution of Ciano by" the P pet Italian
govarnment left the RSHA with much unfinished business,
By means of a bargain (which was not kept) they had persuaded
him to reveal to Frau BEETZ the whereabouts of the Italian
Yoreign Office records., Ciano's diaries however, and some
other important personal papers had not %een recOVered.

5o According to Freu BEETZ, she had reported to
the REHA (at Clano's suggestion) that the dlaries were loeked
in the safe of a friend of Clano's in Switgerland, Actuslly,
as Frau BEETZ knew, the dlaries had been buried in Italy
until they were taken to Bwitzerland, strapped around Edda
Muessolini's waist, during the night of Jan. 7th to JanBth.

6o Immsdiately after Ciano's execufion Dr, HBttl
head of Aut VI B 1 (which had now become Amt Vi E 1) and
s such Fraun BEETZ's chief, left Berlin to visit Verons,
ﬂe arrived on Jan l4th and at once proposed.to Frau BEEIZ
that she go to Switzerland and endeavor to establish-contact
with Edda Mussolini. The purpose of the mission was two-
fold: primiarily, to persuade Edda not to make any publicity
about the way the RSHA had allowed her husbsnd's execution
although he had kept hils part of the bargain secondarily,,
to attempt to discover the hiding place of the remaining
Giano papers. According to Bubject, however, Dr, HBttl had
1ittlie hope of the auccess of the seccnd par% of the nmission,

76 Subject states that she had little liking for
the mission and accepted it only on:condition that she ecould
talke Lt, Pucel with her, with the objact (she says) of saving
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rucei's 1ife. Dr. HOottl agreed that Pueely because of his
intimate relaticnshir with Edda Tussolini, wuld be a useful
assistant in the urofect and therefore agreced to the change,

8, 'Cn Jan 15th, the day after Iiottl's arrival, a
cover position in Switzerland wag. arranged for Frau BE T2,
with the conseny of Von Neuraths German ccpsul in lugange-s
and of Scholg., (German vica-consul™~Th MNilan,’ she was tc pose
as a secretariai*hmployee“af the Mllan consulnte who was
gring to Lugano for six weeks to replace o secretiry who wos
siek, On this brsis, and at the recuest of Gchelz, the |
Swigsg consul in Milen granted a visa imrediately.,

9, : The night of Jan 1E&th and 10%th Pueel was
smugeled across the border by beats On the afternocn of
the 19th Frauw EXETZ took a taxi to the border and then a |
train to Lupgenc, ©Ohe met Pucci the same day at a rre-arranged
rendezvous . i | | . | v

| o o
10, - Subject had instructions te send her reports

and comrunications by merns of a Swise or German merchant
Prager, This man had an of"lece in Chiasco and combired
his business affairs with the rumning of a rosular courior
service between Lugane and Como for the Gormans, o
| - 11, Owing to the injuries Pucci had sustained in
priscny diffieculties arcse almost immediately., On Jan 22rd
Pucel was compelled to go to the hospltal et Be lingona for
treatrwent, and found himself interned by the Swlss guth critiles
For Fuccis Interned in a sisters! hospital at Bellingona, to
centact Eéva Interned in a nunrery at Inpegohl (the other
slde of the.ét.fﬁothard Pass), was obvi usly nc easy natter.

- 12, Subject atterpted on Jan 26th to raise the
necegsary deposit of cauticn money (she believes 14,000 |
Swilss francs were required) in order tc free Pueel fro .
Intermment. IFor this purposé she pald o vielt to th& Itrlian
indus*t;rialig}g?ﬁi&nqk;;l, in Zurieh: but Bianchi (wh , “ub ject, P
states% is ® Faselist) would have nothing ic dg with A

9.
with the

8
project. Three weels later, on Feb., 21, Sukiect mnadsnothor
similargﬁgﬁgggt@§this time contacting Sunyignellly a Lfriecnd
. ~ 1' " -] ¢

of Fucc gravdedanchter of ARSINST7Y talian Industr
This,@i?i a student at the Un1vq;sifvwgg4kgg§gﬁne-*was
suprosed to have encugh Infiuvential friends to 7.3
without the derosit of meney: but Subjeetls vi-i,

also without result, | | et

| | 13. Pueci, meanvwhile, was ccnbinually "otZerivts
to cchtact Edda by lebter == both ofl his ovm behalf and in
order to assist Subject, for whem his feellngs of gratitude
for his safety was rapidly changing tc a feeling of afTecticn
and love, Subjeet drew up and gave to ‘ucel & statenent of
what were suprosed to be Cilano's lasi thoughts andé nmessages
for Edda. Thls statement still exigts, and it is plain thet
the thrughts — whether actual or not -- were nicely calculzted
to keep Edda silent, as the RSHA desired. Pucci's getter
embodyling this statement reached Edda in 4Aprll.
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lue Gars‘ton‘,;w*& sam the representaﬁiw -
fbfcure deal Pgec“l trIgd o invere
diavies from Bdda, whieh/ @6,..__;. arsl

. 1%, According to Sﬂb@e&ﬁ& *&h@
| (wm%h she endeavwegl to Eggwaﬁo ha 70 ¥ ehiidrm
waa to gecurd money fop a ‘ -

govld continue to :fs.w in. ﬁv{"&mwlanm ﬁh@m ms 2186 the hope
that the British would publish the diat'ias%hgnﬁ 50 SMEar. ,
H:Lbbentz’op in the way that one seetion of RSHA des:iz'eﬁa

16. - On Feb 20th Subjeet toalk " tz:ein from Lugano tz:
Sehwyz and went from there on foot to. mga: whly to see under
what kind of 3emity Edda and the Clano children were :m'bemadﬁ
She was unable to seé any of the Gmﬂo famﬁ.}_y aven foom 8 |
-dmtancm subject then contimued hey: journs '&0 Lamganne §o
ges Bunl Agnelll {see paragvaph 12) Duving her wisit she
 states EBAL she asked Signorina Amllﬁ who was sﬁu&yin
macmi.atw for a botitle of poilson. 'I'hiﬁ was mailed to ‘her
in Lugano, ‘and sho recelved 1t on F‘e‘b. 23rd, .

dﬁl‘i‘v&i irx | Ltkgam

1‘7 ® Subject gmves the following mas&m far wanhng
poison: = She had received a letter from Beriin in saying that a
vriest nemed Pancine, who was BEdda's eonfessor, had succeeded
in visiting Edda in her inderrment at mgébem: and that |
Penclno was working for Amt VI, Subjeet wap afrald that Edda
would tell Paneino how she had been wadned by subjeet to Liee
to Switzerland on Jan 7th, teking C:Iam&"s diaries: and that
the RSHA would arvest Su’b%eet for this ﬁreacher:f.

| 18, On Yarch 20th Subjectls sme %sa (already |
renewed from March 1st) eupired for the seeond time. She
Feturned to Italy and went t@ stay at & gountyy housg

 nmaintained by the 8D a‘t 6_ 'f“iu noay Como, Host at this

house was o banker _ har 'tz, ’ﬁhﬁs m p@mﬁ.ttaﬂ the 8.
to make h:is“f Oiig ¢ G for ona Wﬁk tha

Coffice of Y0t : a3 gty B

four week's laave beeause her husbané B

msmtzmce, had arrived at the Ka:matz hmae on. leavm

| 19s .-This vaeation enﬁe& on Hay 4th and Bubject then
went to Berl:m. On Key 6%th she paw Ko 'tan, mner in his offics
in P rinz Albrechstrasse and then reported to the Amt VI offiecs.
in 32 BDerkaerstrasses I{amenbrumw mm her tc ramm tc Conmo

and make contuet with Father Paneino ( eoveyr name Nikolaus).
Tm‘cug Poneino shy was $0 endeavor ﬁ@&_ HnOYe ToO COnNTaey dm,.
Ciano’s papers and diaries wm ncat m' ationed, aceording to

Subject, Hey mission was only to. ey and to tell
hey of Clano's alleged last wish. that she keep qnﬁ.et in orde:'
not to endanger 1’193? nosi‘t on’ in Swﬂ.tmrmmp




) 204 ﬁuhjee:“&: contact Pmmm as &wmwﬁ, on

June 7th: bat her actual mission to Seitzerland camo %ﬁ .
nothing betanse of the Swiss au thopitiep® failvre to grent

a visa, A4t this time sghe wag earning 230 marks a ronth, pine |

& 1iving allowance' (while out of Germsny) equivalent o

4,000 1ire a month; On Jung 8th came a letter from Ealtenbrumncy

announcing that a bonus of 10,000 marks hed bgen pald to her in

" Berlin, as a reward for her gcmd work in a?ataﬁ:ning the , o
gecret af~uhere Ciane had haﬂﬁen the Fmraigm efface ?e@ﬁ?ﬁ&

in Rmﬁ%o . A

31, rly in June Su?a;j eet ‘h@iﬁ'ﬁ i‘m Ber).in @‘Emt
pancino had sgain been in eontact with Bdda, who had told
‘him thet Clano's personal papers, (hot hie é{aries) extstad
in septuplicate and were hidden in sevren. d1frerent glaces .
in italy., Pancino, according to i&ub ety reported that he
believed Edda weuld at a later tim@ y1l him exaetly where
.- ﬁz@y were hiddan. S |

22, Sub;ject now tells the fmlz.wﬁmg ‘eurious story.
She says that she heard from Fuecl some time before |
 Aprll some rccords had been entrusted by Bdde to her pex-soml
physician, M_@CLM# at the sanntoriuwm in Remiola, Italy,
. Subhjeet had done ncthifg to wnsarth these, becanuse shé was
8%ill upset at the RS&A allowing Cleno. % die after having

%gm up the Foreign cuffim m@mr&@ as pzamsoi' a Bargain f‘ax‘
Be )

23, Now, howeter ywe a&cwﬁm ‘ta subéent K. Bh@{ .
was afrai& 'hhat ?Paneine woulﬁ heay from Fddn of the hiding
place of the documents in Remfola: in the courge of the
Investigation, it would be ﬁ&sawefmﬁ that the physician
- who wes hiding them was in fact d p mﬁm for the Italian

sartisans, Therefore, says &'uhj@at - who .decided to piok u
he domuments herself, rather then hzme it aere on information
- provided by Paminm ;

- This, *xawwer gould net be éﬂm tm Mcmation -
acealed for Yhree months, Thores

4t had 1o be madé 'be Tiool aiffienldd, Aecordingl: Subjeet
toock off on June 22 for a g;:ralax'y invesﬁigati on with -
e fetty Itallan szent) named Badies, She afterwerds saw -
 Hevster, the BAS, on June 24 and 268 snd on June 30 (afﬁe*ﬂ- ~
abortive. gournay on the 27th) she weat with Dr. Scem

to Harster, and received the documents feom the physician at
Raniola in return for a promige of immmity, |

25 - By wnatever method it was in fact done, Eubjaet
obtained the papers and %took then to Zogsen {eover name |
Zeppelin), Amt VI's first evacuation point from Berling
Here she made a summary of the _pag:em‘ fw D :.-, 8 6y
chief of Amt VI B, and was instructed by hil to-
her home in W@imax' l meke & - tw e transl
entive %’E@&l@&*ﬁiﬁﬂu - | oK

. D6y This wwrk lasted tm*&il Augns% 2«@ the éwmnts
being placed each night in the safe of the Waimar Gostapo .
for segurity reasons., Subject, howe }%‘g _m@a an ax‘kra c:arbm

for herself (with the objeoh: sha BV i‘,, entual
Fs:‘iéi&. Musgolindi’s permission ge use the dpen :
On the arrival of Americen Txoops Subﬂw‘k W&eﬁ the se‘k
of carbons in her gavden, whence they were recovered by the
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undersipned with the help of Lt, Stewax‘t Frsnch - 8C1, Thix’ﬂ
AFHY %ﬁe dcouments consist of Ciano? gﬂg anai Foreign :
OPf] Lce rocords from 1938 to 1943, mel 1etters exchanged
by Hitler and IMfussol. during a'indm ,  Were fox'--
warded. by adr :‘.meﬂiataly ‘to el *”Gmup

27, On August 28 Subject”retuznea:to Berlin and
wosked as translator for Sturmbanni Y 1,1' the new head
of Amt Vi B 1 (in succession e : ~Bho took art in
" the evacuation.of Amt VI to a cwp (cam néme Wawburg)

the region of Storkow, S,E, of Berling on Sept. 20y 1944,
- Three wecks later, on Oct 104 she received pemission to :
rreﬁu:m home to Waimar to mrﬁ ﬁm arw‘&her lengthy trenslation,

"8., The work this time woe to- tyenslate & Farei
office volume on Albania that wad among those revealed
Ciano in Janumary .(the other seven volumes -~ one for eac
_year of Cilano's temure of offlce -~ had aiready been trans-
lnted by someone else)e This work lasted until Jenuary 12,

. . when sho transmitted 'l:he complete work thivrongh SD ehannels

o Berlin, no carbon copy wes kept by Sub:]e&t. A letter
to Dr., Steimle requesting more work rem answered,
Rubject d1d nothing more for the REVA af‘te* that date. ,

29. Re arding Ciano's papers Subject belleoves that
the Foreien 0ffice volumes discloged’by Clang ave still in
Berlin, in the AMT VI offica at 32 Borknewstrasse, end that
‘the diiries are still in the possession of Bada. fussolinis
She has riven the ‘addresses of two other hid dlaces in
Italy made known to ‘her by Pucedy - As for tha cuments in
se tup'liu!ate reported by Pancinil {(see P sghe does
not know whe cy these are gomething comp. etely éifferent -
ar whether they will prove to be the same a8 those

found
by ger in Ramiola and already uneax'tﬁe& w sc.‘z in Su'bject' s
gardeny : ‘ _
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