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1 SWO	 .er., .,•,na.

	. t . ,	 .	 AriO- - '1 - - .:.• ' ---,l oci; 	 .
• late:  24 June 1952

•
Oonntry.:. ' Japan,	 .
Full Nam: 8810EvITSU tiamotu ( . . 	 )	 /ogg 5.3

' Pressint . Position: Deputise former diplomat and war criminal
Date of Birth: 29 July 1887

.Placs'ofs.Birth: Aki	
t

-mura Higashi Kunisald-gun, Oita Proem:Anis
FatheIVSUIOAUITsitSaoyoshi: Lator adopted by SHIGINITSU Hilcoaaburo
Hatio Ility: ?Japanese.	 .

. liras viddrisit 497 ZaimOknea, Ka4hetra, Kanagmai'Ptefectura
Perzw#HitAdaraoas idnami411-mura Higashi XiMisald.-ivn, Oita Yrefectute

Wifel %* -SeekO, horn 1902, eldest daughter Of BATASKI IChism
Children .: Son, Atsushi, born 1926Flatighter, lianahn„ horn I932

.1ditaition: . Grachats44romIT*0": (Inphrial) vniveratt(Gerian law) in 3.911
Politics: Prciireskive'llstartymubbeti.

.,Past Career: --Nntering the JapLneie fdisigh mortice in 1911 iminedisksely aftor cambia-
'..tIon from college, ammusu his hada long. and 	 diploatatio career. Hip	 -
,'. initial assignaent took: bee to Berlin, and subsequently, he Served:impractically all

of the leadieg.nations of the world. It is interesting to note in this connection., ....
that his assignments always tookhia to a major World power, which may indicate an
early recognition. of his superior abilities...His rise up the diplomatic ladder was ..:
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in fact rapid. After serving in London and at Portland. Oregon, in 1919, he was
appointed a member of the Jt.penese delegation to the Versailles Peace Conference.
Then named several'yeure during which he served as a section chief In the Foreign
Office at home. His next assignment took hie to China and started a relationship
with that country Which was to influencse his entire destiny thereaftonr. From 1925 on,
with the exception of a year in Berlin from December 1927 to February 1929, as
Councillor of the lembeney, he served in chins for eight years, during which time it
was well known that he was heartily disliked by the military. The turning point
in	 ,relations with the military came during the so-called Shanghai. IngiMint" of
1932 when a bomb was thrown by a Korean revolutioms.ry at an Itoperor l e Ilaji celebration.
The Jepenese Army commander of the area was killed. Admiral MCMUR): Lichisaburo wan
blinded in one eye, and SKIGMTSC, who had already attained the rank of Minister
by that time, lost a leg. The military stopped calling his names thareafter.'and
in the following year,. he was elevated to the imoet of Time-Minister of Yoreign Affairs.
He served in that position for three years until he was impointad Ambaesador to the
USSR in 1936. Aftor two years in the Soviet Union, he succeeded 1-081i1DA Shigern as
AmbessadOr to the court of St. James. In Decenber of 1941, he became Ambassador to
the Nanking Government, serving in that nest until recalled to Japan to 'become Minister

• of i'oreign Affairs in TO4Oi s Cabinet. In the wawa poet in tha 10ISO Cabinet in 1944,
• hi served concurrently as Minister for Greater Raft Asia. He resigned OA 7 April
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1945 but Was recalled on' 	 AuM gultedielh*Mestiteptnese diplomatic establishment
once eosin in the 1110ASHIUII 4 Surrendir • Oibiiitl-, and accordingly, he :beaded the
. Japanese delegation to the USS hisscuri. With the coming of the Occupation, darker

eleY s Were in storo,for him. At the insistence of the USSR , he was indicted And tried
as a war criminaralthoughthere was considerable doubt as to the propriety of
bringing him to trial. He was finally sentenced to seven years imprisonment, the
lightest sentence meted out by the International hilitary Tribunal for the Far East.

loeember 1950, he was paroled, evoking teveral official protests from the USSR
thereafter, and inhere': af this-year, 1)1 was depurged..becominr eligible for pnbliC
office once again.

*tor events in his career are as followi:
11.5*1 1911 — 0raduated from Tokyo (Imperial University (Oormanietw)
14',Oot 1911 Entered Japanese torsign Service; dispatched to Embr\ssy in -Berlin'al	 Appointed 3rd Scretary0Mbasey in London
28 Feb .:1918 — Appointed Consul, Portland; Oregon

- 1919 .; heMber, Japanese delegation to Versailles Peace Conference
27 ,4en 1921 Appointed Chief, let Section, Treaty Bureau, Zweig& Office
11 Ang 1923 • Appointed Chief, 2nd Section, Treaty Bureau, Poreign Office
27 -40 . 1925 , - ApPointodAst Sacretery,_LepstiOn. dispatched to Chins
28 I*o 1927.— prpointed Councillor, Mabessy in Perlin . •
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Security Infermatien29 Feb 1929 - Appointed Consul General in ftangnei, concurrently 1hAmssy Councillor
1930 - Appointed IMbaasy Charge d,Affaires
1931 - Appointed Hiniater ' to China	 •
1933 - APpointed Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs
1936 - Appointed Ambassador to USSR
1938 - Amointed Ambassador to Great Britain

Dec 1941 - Appointed Ambassador .to Mank*ng Government
.Apr 1943 Appointed kinister of ForsignAffairs, TOJO Cabinet
Aug 1944 - Minister of Foreign Affairs c=currently Minister for Greater Ea Bt

Asia in MOISO Cabinet
7 Apr 1945 . Resigned above posts

17 Aug 1945 - Foreign Minister, HIGASHIKUhl Cabinet
2 Sep 1945 - headed Japan's surrender delegation to USS Uiesourd

17 Sop 1945 - Unsigned Foreign Minie /ter's post
26 Apr 1946- Apprehended as Suspected War Criminal
12 Nov 1948 - Sentenced to 7 years imprisonment by International Military Tribunal
21 Nov 1950 - Paroled
24 Mar 1952- Depurged
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Comment; Always a figure ofconaggAfaeggninCerest, WIIGaITAI has been accord,
ed voluminoue publicity in recttnt months and particularly LI the last few weeks. In
b.arch of this year,' his American defense counsel at the International Tribunal, George
A. Suiness, released to the press a letter from former Chief prosecutor Joseph B.
Keanan wherein the latter expresses his deep regret that SHICWITSU had ever .been fa*.

-guilty or indeed that be had ever been included among those placed on trial. Koalla t•I!
personal belief had been that SILICBMITSU would be acquitted. Furness also made public 4
at the some time a letter from Lord Monkey, a member of the Churchill Cabinet of 1939r40',1
addressed to SRIONITSC himself. In this letter, Lord Sankey points out that he and
m number of prcainent Britishere had sent an appeal to the SOAP Parole Board in OotOber,
of 3.980 recommending SHICBMITMA parole and that this intonation was being 'sert.to_
the latter at this time in order that he might :bring it to the notice of the Japaneset
GovernMent committee concerned with depureing. SHIGWITSU Wag in fact depurged shortly
thereafter on 24 keroh.

3•
On even the day following the official announcement Of his depurge,.Tokyo news-

papers were playing up 83UGB4IT2U as a leading contender for the.preeidency•of the • . I
newly formed l'rogressive Reform Party (Kaishinto) Which has been without nhead. tribes. 4
its "rotation on 8 Yabruary. MIMI= continually Unlisted, however, that he was
not jet ready to assume an active role An politic'. hate laitloonth, the formation
at an organisation called the japan BeConstrectionlaague (Nihon Seikenleimei) headed
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by.prominent'ex..plirgeesi was announced. Among its "advisors" were listed SHIalNITSU,
•en4dmiral NUAUNA, former TOJO Cabinet colleague riga Shintuke, and others. At a	 -
meeting Of this advisory group on 29 April, SiliaNNITSU expressed to newspaper reporteri
bie hope theta merger of the League and the Progressive Party might be effected so.

' that amajor opposition party to oust the Idlerali would come into being. This was
• Subject's first public exprfasion of interest in the Frogreseives. His backers in the H-

e41
peril promptly took up the Cry once again to draft him for the presidency, and on 5 .

' key,. he finally expressed his willingness to accept the post. Some oppositien deTelOp'.2
, from the party!is left-wing elements whose leaders have held the part y initiative, tO • f

date, However, a party Announcement of 11 key indicated that formal acceptande of
SHIONITSTI would be rade at a specie/ convention at the close of the present:Ziet':.

Asessio.0.,,It was expected that Subject's ap pointment would go throxel etarla lte hap
• the backing of the right-wing, the'so-oalled ASHIla faction and the rank and fileof,
the *M.' Influence within the party is now expected to awing to this group'..- The

. ProgwesiVes are well aware thatSHIMITSU hat tremendoxs public appeal:.	 -
Public sentiment concerning the veteran'dinlomat seems tik be that he wawa

norpegOat, one who Was sacrificed at the alter of the International Military Tribunal
in order to assuage the feelings of one nation in particular among the vitterions

'-Alliee. This coupled with the fact that there is a.general cfeiling that Japan's pott4-..7
- war leaders have been second-stringers and that a &lenge of faces Is long Overdue girt*
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Security InformationSHIGH.k:ITSU a striking appeal.

SUIGEtiITSO is only 64. While he has no rartioular experience in politics, he
ha 's proven hie mettles. a diplomat and as a Cabinet Hint ter. He is nine years. •
yoUnger than YOSHIDA, and although he was five year e hie juntOr in the Foreign- Office,
he was ready to replace yoSH/DA as Ambassador to Greet Britain in 1936. The latter
retired in 1939 and did not attain Cabinet rank until the advent of the Occupation.
while Subjeot went on to become Foreign Minister in several Cabinets thereafter. .
Opponents of SHIGSMITSU claim that .his political views are not clear. Actually, only
a ,little more than a month has elapsed since his depurge, and he has not been in a.
position until recently to sake any political statements. On 3 April, in a preys •	 -
interview; he went on record met (1) favoring rearmament in order that Japan 'might
survive; (2) exitressing satisfaction with the U.S.rappatt Security Pact; (3) di.-
approving of trade with the 001011111.121 et bloc.

•
It le fairly- obvious Where his sympathies lie and why there is opposition from

the leftists: • negerdless of the future of the Progressive Reform Party, •SHICOMITSU
•himself will remain a figure to reckon with in Japanese politics fcrr several years to
come,

Source; .3oty Div Piles
• Japanese Periodicals
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