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|. Baucation: Graduated:from '(‘olv; (Imporial) Untvenuy (Ooman l‘w) 1n 1821
1. vl'o‘utiol. ) Progreuive k«fnr»’l’qrty nepber . ;
B -.APus Caresr; “¥nsering the Japu.nese foreign. service in 1911 Lmedxaul: attor cndu-
| tion from college, SHIOZHITSU Mas had & long and eventful diplomatio career, Hia .
" initial aui‘mnt took him to Berlin, and subsequently, be served in practically all

‘ -of .tha leading. pations of the world. It te interesting to note in thie connection .

'NOTE: This dicumett conteins 7

WHO'S WIIO

Surname: SHIGENITSU - - - SOCHrity lnforimat'iong-

e TOTA o 1560 Yomati { y o /058 535 1§

" Present Position: Tepurged former d:l.plout and var oriminal -
Date of Birth: 239 July 1887 . . E

* Place of . Btrth: Aki=pura, ifizashi Kuniuki-sun, Oita Prnfecha'c LEE
Pather - SUIGMITSY Naoyoshi later adoptad Yy SH!GMTSU Hikosaburo

~ Nationfllity: Jopanese. o
Pem:;'mt Address:. himmi- Au-mn, uxgum x\ml.ulu-.:nn. Oita Prctecture

. ¥reseyt-Address: 497 Zaimokusa, Kaxalkura, Uauuwu Protoemn ’ oW
“Wife: " Kieko, born 1902, eldest daughter of HAYASHI Iuhiu L R
"Children: Son, Atsushi,' horn 19?.6, -Davghter, lanako, born 1932

that his mssignments alvays took him to a major world power, which may {ndicate an - :
aarly rooogn.ttlon of hie mpurior abilitioen, . lﬂu rxu up th- diplmuc hddor \rn .
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' in fact rapid,

was well known that he was heartily dieliked by the military,

‘| .Yy that time, lost & lég. The military stopped calling him names thercefter,’and

~ -He-served in that position for thrée years until he vaes apvolnted Auhagsador:-to the
Aftor two years in the Joviet Unlon. he succeeded YOSHIDA Shisern as

PAGE NO.____2 .
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Security quormatlon

After aerving in London add at Fortsland, Oregon, in ).919 "he was "

appointed a member of the Jrpanese delegation to the Yersailles Peace Conforence.

Then ensued several years during which he served as & saction chief 3n the Foreign

Offico at home,’ His next sssignment took him to China and started a relationship

with that country whiich wag t0 influence hie entire déstiny thereafter,

Councillor of the Bmbassy, he served in Ching for eight years, Auring which tive it
Ths turning point

in hin felations with the military ceme during the so-celled Shanghai Incident of -
1932 whed & borb was thrown by a Korean revolutiomry at.an hperor'e Day- celebx-ation.
The Japanese Amy commander of the area wa's killed, Admiral NOMURA Xichisaburo- was
blinded in one eye, -and SHIGYMITSU, who had llrsdy attained the rank of Minister’

'in the following year, he was elevatéd to the post. of Vice-Minister of: Ponlgl Arfairi;

USSR in 1936,

Ambassaddr to the Court of St, James. In December of 1941, he becaws Ambaseador to .

. 'the Nanking Government, serving in that pogt.until recalled to Japan to Yecome Minister "j

.0f Foreign Affairs in TQIO's: Cabinet,
: ho -ervcd concu.rrently as Mniuter for Gmtor lh.t A-h.

In the sme post in the XOISO Gabinet in 1944,
.He Tesigned on 7 April

NOTE: ‘l\bdoumunhm mmsumm»
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. thersafter, and in Mroh

: hJor evcnta in his cgreer are as’ ‘follows:

|28 Ped“1916 - Appointed Gommud, Portland, Oregom

'1945 but wae rocalled on’ 17 hugugy

W Wneuo dlplonauc establuhment
- once again in ‘the LIGASHEINUNL. "Surrend Qinet , and accordingly, hea headed the

. Japanecse delomuon $0 ‘the USS hissouri. With ‘the coming of the Occupation, darker
caysWere in etoe>for him. At the inslgtence of the USSH, he was intlctad and tried
as a war criminal’although there was consideradble doudbt as to the propriety of
bringing him to trial. He was finally sentenced to seven years imprisonment, the
lighteat sentence meted out by the International silitary Tribumal for the Far kast.
In Jovember 1950, he was parolud. evoldng several officlal protests from the USSR
thie year, m wae depurged, becoming eugible for pubnc

oftioo onco azain.

11 Jul 1911 - 3reduated from Tokyo (Imperial uuvmuy (cmu “bav)
14 Vet 1911 = ¥atered Jmymnese Foreign Jervice; diepatchsd to m’w\uy in derlin
|27 DNc 1916 = Appointed 3rd Scoretary,- nbagey in london ' .

. 1919 < hember, Japanese delogucn to Versailles Paaco Oonfersnce
27 Jun 1921 - Appointed Chief, lst Seotion, Tremty Bureamn, Yoreign Office

" 11 Aug 1923 = Appointed Chief, 2nd Section, Treaty Buresu, Forsign Office

27.Jen 1925 - Appointod lst Sacretary, Legntion, dispatched to China
28 Doo 1927 - Avmointed cauncnlor. Fabaasy in lerltn .
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1941 -
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1945 -
1945 -
1945 -
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Appointed Consgul PSGCUTQY I"fgﬂggﬁgl. coacurrently lrhe gey Councilloer
Appointed Embaasy uhar-'e d'Affeires

Appointed Miniater' to China :

Avpointed VicowMinister of Foreien Affaira

Appointed Ambassador to USSR

Arnointed Amhaseador to fireat Britain

Apvointed Ambassador .to Nanking Government

Appointed tinister of Fore.gn ‘Aefadrs, TOJO Cabinet

Minister of Forelgn affaira, cincurrently Ninister for Gre.gter z.aut
Asis in XO1S0 Cadinet

Regigned above posgte

Foreign Minister, HIGASMIKUNI Cadinet

licaded Japan'e surrender delegation to USS #iesouri

Nosi gned Morelzn Minisker's post

Apprehended as Suspected war Criminal

Sentenced to 7 years imprisonment by Intematiounl Mlitary 'I'ribml
Paroled

Depurged

NOTE: This documcnt contalas lnformation affecting the ns y Bols la ey maseer to sn anauthorized pareon: ls prohibited
Honal defanse of the United Statas Within the masaing of the | -~ SEORRI~ SECURITY by .

Esplonage Act, 50 U.S.C.-31 ond 3228 smended. Ibs trany INFORMATION .

raission or the revelation of It can- -
SLFBFACTVALD §7 0L TOWSE DIOOP § CALIOQ COTPARNT. SLIGEOIA. N T- APRLL 8.

OC8 ForM 173

e ezt

IR — e e

B S e L R S,

1

) . Security'Information \




,..,.'.‘_-x;a-:lp-wv.\gré‘-‘. .-d@;

WRO'S WO

adcdressed to SHIGXMITSU himeelf,

rmation on 8 February.
not. 78t roady to assume an active role in ponticl.
of an organization called the Japen Roeonnmction League (mhon Saiken Rnnmei) heuded

3iCl

Alway- a ﬁsurc of confeey

" ed voluminoug publicity in recunt mon
barch of this year, his American defense counsel at the Internatiomsl Tritunal, George
A. Purness, released to the press a letter from former Chief Frosecutor Joseph B, .
Koanan wherein the latter expreseos his deep regret that SHIGINITSU had ever besn found
§ailiy or indeed that he had ever been included among those placed on trial, Keenan's
personal belief bad been that SRIGMITSU would be acquitved,
at the mame time a letter from Lord Hankey, & member of the Churchild Csbinet of 1939940.
In this letter, Lord llankey points out that he and- " |
a nimber of prominent Britichers had sent an appeal to the SQAP Parola 3oard in Ootober ,
of 1950 recommending SHIGR/ITSUs parole and that this information was being semt. to.
the latter at this time in ordsr that he might bring it to the notice of the Japanese
Govermient committee concernsd with dopurd.nc.
thersafter on 24 kerch,

47 SESURITY. *

Jmmaﬁmmarm. SIIGEMITSU bes been accord-

| ,."E )

Rt no___mm»ﬂ&-aa‘:&

and particularly in the last few. weeks., In

S!IGEII-’!SU vag 18 t'act depurged .hortly

. On aven the day following the offloial annmmomt ot hie dopurge. !olvo nOWE-
PAPOrs Vers playing up SHIGRMITSU om a leading contender for the presidency of the

nevly formed Yrogressive Neform Party (Kaishinto) which has. beer without a-head eince.

SHIORMITSU ocontimually insiated, hovever, that he was

Late last ‘month; the formation

Furnese aleo made putlic
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" date,

- the mrty.

Allies,

. by promigent exe-purgees was announced.
. eXwAdmiral NUNURA, Former YOJO .Cabinet colleague KISHI Shinsuke, and others,
meeting Of this advisory group on 28 April, SHISEMITSU expresued to newspaper reporten
“hig hope that. & merger of the Lsague and the Progressive Party right be effected eo -
" that @ major opvoaition party to oust the ILiberale would come into beina.
Subject's firet public expresion of intsrost in the Frogressives,
. party promptly took up the cry omce again %o draft him for the pregidency, and on 5
' May,. he finally expressed his willingness to accept the post,
"from the party's left-wing elements vhose leaders have held the party initiative. to
However, & party announcemsnt of 11 kay indicated that formal acceptance 9!
SBIGB«ITSU would be rade at a special conveation at the close ot the presant. Met -

uenioy.‘ + It ‘wae atpected that Subject!'s appolutment would go
the ng of the rightewing, the so-called ASHIIA taoti.on and

Influence within the purty is now expected to.swing to this group.
. -l’romuivu are well aware thnt S’BIG’EI&I!SU hax trumdw.n pubuc appenl

. ;Fublic sentiment cancerning the vetoamn- dinlonc snems to be that he vag a o
ucn-pogon one who was sacrificed at the altar of the International Kilitary !r!.\mnsl
in oxder to assuage tha feelings of one nation in particular awong the victo!'ionl
i This coupled with the faot that there is a general feeling that'Japan‘s poﬂ- 1

- var leaders han bem «condqtnmr- ‘and that a change of face- h lcng wu'du givot ‘
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“ Lnterview, he went on record get

‘WRC'S WHO

 SHIGESITSU e -trﬂdng appeal.  Security lnformtion ]
SHIGE!-.ITSU is only 64. 4hile he has no marticular experience in vpolitics, he

| flas proven him mettle as & diplomat and as a Oabinet Mini ter, He is nine years.

Younger than YOSKIDA, and although ho wae five years hie jJunior in the Foreign Office,
he wae ready to replace YOSHIDA as Ambassador to Grest Britain in 1938, The latter
retired in 1939 and 4id not sttain Cabinet rank until the advent of the Oecupati.on
vwhils Subjeot vent on to become Foreign Minipter in several Gabinets thersafter, ...
Opponents of SHIGMWITSU cleim that-his political views ars not olear, Actually, only’
8 little more than a month has elapeed since his depurge, and he bas not been in a .
position until recently to m ke nny oliticsl stetements. Un 3 dpril, in.a prees -

§ favoring roarmament in-order that Japan might
survive; (2) expreseing utilﬁctlon vith the U.SsJapan securuy Pach (3) ais
npproving of tmdo with tho Omunint 'bloc.

Iy Ae furly obvious vhore his eymvathiss lie and \tby there h oppo-ition from

- the lefthu. ‘Regrdless of the future of the Progressive Reform Party, 'SHIGEMITSU
-'thself will Temain a ﬂxure to recknn with {n Japanese ponucn for several years to

.come,
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