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]tlcrans unite to solve,ankey s problems nudged the "o
- govemment into taking stro'nger actxon on both violence andthe economy
_and. has’ evoked some, grudgmg cooperation from other polmcal parties. But
mterpart feuding has eontmued ;and the onrush of everits leaves the* ,
lmpresswn of a govérnmen stxll lackmg control Ina followup statement

Turkey’s senior mxhtary”lcadcr amed that tlme is runnmg outfora -

' demm'atxc solution to T rkey S problems, and there are other mdxcatxons
. that the mlluary ST atxenc is wearmg thm. .

re are the ern ent s economic stabilization program, whxcb
contains thc kmd of medicine that the economy needs, and Demirel” s pro-
Westerri nen tatio Which has made Turkey more sensitive to the concerns
of the" West:-Turkey’s friends; and alhes have reacted favorably tothe .
_ - government’s moves and,are follow'ng up their 1979 rescue effort thh an
“even bxgger aid package thrs year.

“

This memomndum was prepared by | of the Western Europe Division, Officeof
Political Analysis. It has been coordinated with the Directorate of Operations, the Office of
Economic Research, and the Narlonal Intelligence Officer for Western Europe. Information -
available through 9 March l 980 was used in the preparation of this memorandum,. .

Comments and questions are welcome and may be addres:ed to Chld' We.mm E urope ol
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ent’s m ormal partners".
ted; polmml vrolencc has moved
é opposmon has regularly attacked hlS admmls ra
] has had to endure'the humrhanon of yct another’
t, made more bearable only because it was directed "
_asmiuch at the opposxtron asat l}l m. A sumlar mterventnon in.197 1 lcd tothe -

d 'hc contlnued behmd-th&sccnes political rrxvolv

o cally have ¢ strengthcncd the fceble ok
'l h secured parhamcntary passagc of a part
d oved cverx more boldly on thc

rtam respect from segmen :
hasalso fucled rcscntmcnt and lcft thc

Dcrmrel sumved lns f' rst formal parhamentary test—-the budget vote late
last month—and his’c opponcnts and informal s supporters may refrain from
pressing him hard i in the coming months for fear of a military coup. Events' .
outside parliament, howcvcr, could still force the military’ s hand. In that P
m.»c, Dcmnrrl,would have two optnons Hc could remain in powcr and nsk, L
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. Po'li_Atical Violence

.

n; ttacks ambngpvalfurban gang Mass outbreaks of
hmlted,-to the remote’eas '

urkey’s diffi culncs are ovxdmg mllltants with'a large. -
base of converts and sympathlzer amon ' orkers, salaned employces, and

d great dxfficulty endmg
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~ . Military Prods Civilian = The politics:

as:usual approach'that civilian leaders have taken toward thé
- Leaders . .-

-+ " mounting political drid €¢ nomic turmoil has impelled the military to -

. .brodden its political role significantly. The Demirel government’s extreme
. partisanship in'making it nitial appointments-and the Ecevit-led opposi

ition’s obstructionist factics'on internal security legislation prompted '’
- military leaders~perhaps in collusion with an cxasperated President’ ;

¢+ Koruturk—to issue a ster warning to Demirel and Ecevit on 2 January.: " 3
- This demarche, feminiscent of 'the:1971-“coup by memorandum, irged the

Y - ~

B v,poli:ti,'qi‘é’ﬁfskftéfu'_@i'té»tngglﬁ,e;_gh&;épi;ntry’s roblems and imoljed that -
«. " othefwise the military would ig;_eWeneH
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2 he demarche sent.a shock wave through the Turkish political world.*.

: Grudgingly and haltingly, parliament enacted part of the government’s:

o' internal security package; strengthening police authority and stiffening=-: .<.
- criminal statutes. It also‘approvéd the extension of martial law to violence- -
plaguéd Izmir province and to Hatay in the southeast, while lifting it in - -

++ » ' Sivasyleaving 20 of Turkey’s 67 provinces under martial law. Demirel, -+

-~ " moreovet, has given themilitary a freer hand in administeringand ; "¢

. implementing martial law. Parliament has yet to enact a state-of-emergency -

w0t statute, giviné'sccur,ity‘fox‘écs wider powers to apprehend lawbreakers or -

" .+ reestablishing state security courts to aid-in their prosecution,

L S

o o 7wt - Paralleling these moves'on internal security, Demirel announced a far-,<. .0
e E R ' reaching ecoriomic reform package on 24 January. Described as courageous . -

o by Demirel’s'supporters;“and even by some detractors, the measures
' represent a sharp break with past economic policy and are a major step L
toward returning Turkey to payments equilibrim. The centerpiece of the .
program is a_SO-pefcentfdcvaludtion‘of the lira in the case of petroleum o
imports and agricultural éxports, the main items in Turkey's foreign trade, - -
and a 33-percent devaluation for.most other goods and services. Other -
: measures include a sharp cut in subsidies for state economic enterprises, . .
"7« removal of most private sector price controls, a reduction in import duties, - '’
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- Inforeign policy, the Denhirel government has reemphasized Turkey'stiesto -~
the West while seeking to preserve the cordial relations its predecessor e
. established with the Soviet Union anu nonaligned—particularly Muslim— '
: - ‘countries. It has avoided'the frequent antii-Western rhetoric of Ecevit and

~ his colleagues and:instead has pointed out the common interests Turkey

 shares with its NATO. Allies: In. more.concrete terms, the government has

- initialed a new defehée,bqépcx‘ation agreement with the United States. It has

. revived-the EC-Turkish'Association Council forum and announced its
+* .intention to seek full membership in the Eiropean Community. Although

s
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 commodities havc ‘béeii increased from'46 pe;
percent for news

_‘Cc, 1ave. mcrcased Despltc the o
roundup of large numbcrs of tcrror;s and'th :

extremists are becbming' b‘o!d_ his'is;especially.
- which, has rcactcd to thc g ‘ dr ry clampdown by takmg the
d Istar_lbul dxsturbanccs. In
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, led ri scue effort thrs year. Smce : 1 ((3)
stabrlrza on program, Turke3l has recerved
s'from the United States, the " .

T a‘ndby loan agréement in éxcess of $500 )
s-and. Weést Germany, meanwhrle hope that the
rcl wrll pledge a figire at’ least equal to the 1979
ill provide better terms

g rnment tovbrlng vrolence under control is
the.toug s of the | recently rmplemented
provoked wrdespread ‘unrest, which could grow To
omic stabrlrzatron program contains appropnate
djust od will be wrenchmg and the -
rcluctant.to‘lose some of its prerogatives—could'still place
' gov ' nment Anticipated forengn aid will ..
ialha .impact. Specifi ically, forexgn exchange
- will permrt resumptron 0 mports "oil and other materrals needed to get
idle factories back i into operation.. Even if the amount of assrstance is more -

_ generGus thanthat offered | tyear, however, rt may not be suff' crent to buy
) : . off unrest . ; .

= - The belt-tlghtemngr pa' 1 arly unpopular wrth labor, and problems seem
. likely to escalate as' ‘workers" fy td keep ahead of inflation. Strikes and
" lockouts afe already in progress in sevéral key economic sectors, and other

L areas could expet rence clashes between workers and securrty forces srmrlar
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olitical extrer mrsts are unhkely to be, deterred from
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A'-fomentrng unrest b the
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i mxd-l981 Erbakan probably also fears that the'seciila mmdedh.m ] tary wrll

o step in |f Dem'r nd proscriby

_The mrlltary, fori rts 'vart can be te to grow mcreasmg]y frustrated by
Turkey’s economic and mternal security problems. These threaten both

. military and national mterests, and mxhtary leaders will be inclined to .. -

_ expand their political role to copc wrth the problems So long as the Demlrel
government remains responsive to’ 'theéir “suggestlons,” military leaders will - ‘ o 3
probably continue to operate behmd the scenes because they are reluctant to L ( )( )
become directly involved in governing a and b ear that Turkev’s

. i | probably weigh in more forcefully,"‘" k
either by establxshmg a mlhtary ,backed government that would be above
. partiesor,in the extrenie; b; tly:
- unlikely to give pohtrca leaders merel A armng In order 10 retain
- its credibility, the mrhtary leadershxp wrll feel ‘obliged {o take firmer actlon
JInsum, the extraparhamentary reat to the Demlrel government m the
next few months may become even'greater than the threat of losmg
parhamentary support
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