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• In imy 443 I was ordered as Co.aeader to area up the 502 'Jaeger*
Btl., in the main with rozard to my technical experience as an en4ineer.
Ibis Bit. was to be formed .1th the aid of tali four Ares of the Garman
Aehrmacht (Army, Luftwaffe. Navy and kaffen,li). Per a model, to standard
of which was alas, unattainable owing to the difficult supplies problem
in the 5th year of the war, we took the Brit. Comiando Units under Lord
MOJUBLiali: and the famous Aner. 0.S.$. units under Gen. BILL LEAMAN.
The *Jaeger" 3q_._>02 was 0 perform speciol tasks Rhich cwid not be
carTrardu-rliy seiiIb-o-man with normal training. • In 7uly 1,43 I had just
managed to drew up 2 Companies of 15u man each. At this time. I began,
acting on instruction, to probe and engineer and soldier the Possibilities
of the 'pocket edition' weapons of the German /levy and Luftwaffe. In July
ly43 I net an old acquaintance of mine in a Berlin hotel. Me wanted to have
• nice little chat about the good old times and were therefore in mutti.
I bad, of course, to beep in contact with my adjutant, oberleutimat
RAOL. About 3 o'clock in the afternoon I was called to the phone: Greatly .
Willed my adjutant informed me that I had been bunted for more than an
hour and could be found nowhere. An tinier bad arrived that I was to travel
by air to the Phrhraes Bo. in East rrussia immediately. I at once gave .
instruction fur my unifurm to be sent along, scraped together a few netwasery
toilet articles and drove off to the air-field. There I beard of the radio'
report from LiWthat MUSJOLINI had been overthrown and arrested. The
opinion was expressed that ay unexpected first trip to the iya. eta somehow
Linked up with this political sensation. The courier-plane wee already
waiting and A Just had time to shout the alarm order for both my Companiee
to my adjutant. I bed • marvelous flisht which took me fur the first time
in my life over romacrania and East Pinnate. and I racked my brains in va.n
in Bearct of an explanation of this sudden eau to the Ferbrees nqa. In
ea, case. I was hurtling to see the hishJat =Altar, coduend of the Gerama
Reich with my *en eyes. Dusk doss:waded upon the sweeping stretches of Seat
rruseia and the many lakes were reflactinz the last rays of the sinking sun
to the skies. Our piano landed on a email air-field near one of these lakes
in the last &team of day ligftt. Mere a cur was awaiting as which drove as
perbepe lin:mend terougt, several cordons of armed guards to the ibehrer's
Bqs. It was right in the middle of the forest, and ail barracks and bunkers
were so cleverly camouflaged as scarcely to be recognizable, in the gathering
dusk. I was let into a weLl furnished wooden hut. the 'tea house' as I later
learned. Lem 1 was introduced to Oen. 4.4eLlia1' der JallschirmjeagerSTJusbT.
I also net 5 other officers, a at. Gal. and a Major of the Army, two israchute
Majors and one Major of the kaffen-6S. j SQUO learned that these men were
my anew= competitors for the t,...sk at hand. As Gaptain or the deserve 1 sac
the lowest in rank and the only reserve officer of at six present. After
havin3 a cup of coffee we were ordered by an adjutant to Adolf Mitier's
Presence. Forme. and I believe the others as 11011, this was a monentous
occasioo, being pre4ented to Germany's Statesman and Supreme Commander of
the Wehrmacht. 1 at least was immensely impressed by adolf Bitter mum
seeing him for the first time. We were introduced and were required to outline
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in a few sot. our life history and military ....refer. Then came the questiun
.sho has traveled abroad, especially in Italy?' I was the mai one who
could give the answer. Adolf littler new asked as a eat specific questions,
where I was born. emu I had been in Italy and whet impressiou I had gathered
there. Adolf bitier now requested the remaining 5 officers to withdraw as
be wished to continue his discuesiou with me alone. It so happened that I
*as chosen for the greate...t and most dangerous task i ever encountered in
my niliter: career. Adolf bitier int...reed me that he vas firmly resu.ved
not to leave his friend ww...:iuulAl in the lurch and to prevent under all
circumstanced his extradition to the	 Ado..f id tier outlined in
a few precise words his tr.in of ideas. muouitoi was fur bta not ciao se
aiiy or similar politicat cuevictions, but be els.. °skied him ois one and
onli grant frisad. be added that musSuadAU was in his eyes 'the last of the
ancient Homane of the Gatmarien Traditi.n.' The thought of his imprisonment
was unueerable owl he rewarded ale rescue oO an absuiute duty as his friend.
The difficulty uf the test I fully realized when Adolf littler expressly
gave orders that only 5 persoaa were to Share the anowledge of the nature of
;cid misaiuu. ne placed as under the au..mina of Uen.  uterstisruanoT and.
as • former member of the Luftwaffe I was aseigned as pareabuter aaptaio.
uetails 1 was to discuss with wen. UberstSTUuild. site these instructions
I was discharged.

ihrther details were discussed with Gin. Uberst SUAuENT. As safe
guard against furtuer surprises the 1 fallschirayaegerforpe was to be
transferred in the next few days from the Moute of trance to the area around nom
in order to secure under ELLA eira4mstanase the moat imruetent supply-base
in Zinisis end Sicily. Adolf littler reckoned wits the possibility of the
newly formed uoverementislimemAU quitting the Axis kowers. However, reports
from the UOVM&D embassy in Home end from the Uerman counter-inteliigeuee under
Admiral uANaitll gave quite a differeatversiuu. 1 personeaty ecl:id at the
time for_ Co opinion of my own. I arranged with uen. uberstSivosaT to meet
him next day in the morning to fly witu aim in a bee-line to Moms. 3O men
of by !Jaeger* btl. em.41g these 10 offiaess and sit men with a fair knowledge
or Italian were to assemble the neat morning on the Merlin sir-field. It
was now aid-night. A small office ace a secretary were placed at my diepuaal
and 1 put terough a lightniag-call to by tiettaliow in rriedenthal. Acre the
men of my *tell were on tenderhuuks awaiting my cal.. They of opera'
.wanted to know what the madden ordering of their cuunmedertv tbe fflertrer's
nqs. eaectid meeut. ellen I gave a list of the officers over the phone who
were to accompany me, there seemed something very like a revolt breaking
out at the oteer end of the wire. bandy wanted to sta;, behind and to •
auatinue the drawing-up of the battalion. The greatest stir was °eased by
my instructions tu have trupical parachute equipment ready fur era men
by the foilowing morning. Mast of my men were trained parachutists. The
come/situ.0 or arms and equipment necessitated a few further ph.ee calls
and it was almost 4 o'clock i- tee atho....g wwen thy laat phune-calle
wage thro4go. I was given a sisal/ sleeping-bunk in out of ens Loafers and I
could now tutu over tee entire problem in my mind, it was se.1 evident that
1 bad accepted 's, task kticu urfered only a very smell manse or Boeotian.
new *Quad m.ta*L.umi's whereabouts he located and how could a sucessful
rescue attempt be carried outs These thoiguts Sept me aims. The new
surroundings and the unique experience 1 bed made this lest day jarring on
my nerves. At 7,90 le the ...orals:kg we were to fake off for Moms. aloft,
vas impossible and I got up, sported myself to a shower-bath and felt like
newly buru. A good west-feat did away the Lest luring doubta and my old
uPti lsism vat the upper hand once mum. A tidier must rirmly believe in
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his success. then wren the impossible is witnia aid reach. The flight
to Nome was a ;ur.3.eg sweet. magnificent 'mauler accuoed as eli 6te
way. NO passud ove, ey native city Vienol, te gAuarilw without seeing an
intermediate londiu i..	 avoid tharelore ualy la ioagia,tion say •
'farewell* to my wife and my Iiteie girl. otyrie and torlatuia slipped easy
beneath us. OtimutieN . 1,u wide(' 1 KAOW eimost every rota: •ud Thieh. a weale
explain to my pilot. Urvetia Istrie were Cow upnaarsna beuse.e. u1.1-rdas •
countriaa.which had selvaged to tne former iaiatria-Bungslau xoneecui. 1...ow •
the ete-1:R1 bide of the Adriatic smiled up to um from below. bbipe, like'
toy ooeze wore crulete,. on tne *Ivor A.V.W4( wenn. u.e.save. S4.:a...4 of dolpaine
weru"inO,le.Y.	ner-,11tterin see. The acriatie zemet of Itely moved
in sight beteeth 4s. VE t4C to 3aln viti‘uae to Cady aloe,' or ;;.4c, towering
Mpg:tines. Nall Eat:ern roads Aad towns culla into view and ae at last reached
the searraLi;i yt ,pq el .-- of Rome. 111 was tepareet that she au..mer in suaatern
Italy sus at its peak. aur furlined CocutiuC3 .eceme ,..4;:ouransly
stitlin;. un she air-field of sew:mica di Mare the iere of tto Juuthera addaay sun
min s.raed ite full 01e3L	 us. Tue air in aumeaco.ly cL yau iiur4 with the
Poatinier Sqenes near at baud. After an 'hour's drive b j oar we ,ecuch thc tmautifu- •

eituated town. Preeqaati nareuring toe Sayre**, Aqs. of tee uermau Purees
In Italy. The rosined air of the hill renges near Bose did az goon'. le bad
to sit dorm to a late lunch and were then filled with cam ueelea. to throw
off ow clettec ar.dvc, _atncr frefth serener*.

In tte even:ug I was introduced to .1e/dmerechell IO,JELRIWO. Supreme
:oasander of Um Cermet: farces in Italy. and to his staff, as Usearelooevit
STZEara adj4tant. The arrest end the diseppeareuce of ehee.ILLINI we
nataratly each discussed at tabie. NO one had the fainteet ideu toot aen&rul-
chars: STUDENT end I were entrusted with locati Ag the ebereei,uuta ofttm ouce and
with effecting his rescue. he were under strict order to let only five men
into the secret. Oentreloberst STUDENT and I were the first two. ay edjatant
whu was cc bis way Nfte to be the third. and two Mbil were fiaeily to be eimeen
from the Oermen colony in hail,. their knowledge of the co-ntry was to assist
Us in our teak. In the neat law dcws the Let Pallichirmjaegorkurpa (2 idv)
arrived by sir in Roar. As alwaye on 'secession of such transports oy air, they
hi.d suffered easueltiee and losses on their way in dog-fights with eaemy
flatitsie. News cemo thiemigh at lest Cunt my.50 . awn had sofel.;- «woad im
!atria.: di Sara and I went' to see tbu.:. at once. They had becn liuk,d 4
with a part:chute betteliou and were el-acted near the air :Iola. Tna, ware
nufforing &evert:: frcw-4 the intone. bent. Mg arrival me &Iwo,* haartilj
accisisz3 W.11Ce I eue in the habit or tinging aluaga few botea at fieua
fruit and foliowed the practice of assembling aw awn on the beach for the
absolutely neneseary routine duties.. My sdpitent Earl Hein. *as L4* uoii one
I toot with a, to Frasquati. I initiated aim laco the pien ana beaos gripped
by antNeeiesm at the iseensitw of the task. Aealistic soDdiers that %6 *Ore,
Ne did act ccanec.L from one another our apprehension& as to the Latham° dif-
ficulties cacimting ov. Eowever. as soldiers and uptimi,te we believed in
our mission end ileac that. chccid evie the nerewt 	 4.t.r itself.
we should take told of it an: du out duties as true dooliere. In 444 officer
who was attached to the 001111kA Saba/may In Beset and in a imrena Living far
more than a deeade DI the tapitel, we foiled DAP help-antes moor four and
five. They raze were let into the secret end served our cause with.a/1 their
power and ability. ROL and I often visitA ROme in ueiform or in mufti and
made several uoquaintences. We were day and niaht under way and battled
with a".1 ar ru	 aztimAt the inertia befalling tit visitors in Italy
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Se had Icel. lun rithturant we made friends vim e fruit-merohant who
invited us 	 ci .11 him in Naples. The veranning into thin air of kU.:ubLINI
:me still topic sumbor one. aGd nearly ever' One knew of tnis or thnt
r..woor concernit6 We lorelita of Lin confinement. But eit clAss :-xtured to
be a eomplete wit. ot. sere these rimers spread intentionally or uninten-
tiouilli;?

We eLv-u	 ec.eintbece of our ivoit•marchant
in an eiquisi:e	 the Bay of Maples. In tne course of out GOO-
reraatao4	 t.;:.•1;	 siiioyet sq" his had a boy-friond on n convicts'
isle j .L4e	 je,.'": be eeen frva the imwel. The i.t. of coarse
SOS firmly 4:4:vim:le l -.hat her lover sue not getting enougn leave, and they
tea u;:.acvs-ni.1;,	 4 	 devj.e ir or:e to
sommanicn	 •v	 Luvo to each other. It Iwas came aeoat that the
sad 5124 re1ve4	 tt I.i effeot thst leave for Pie present vouid co out of
tbe que.stion. slues, a nigh pereouslity hud arrived on who isms, el/ controls
tiisistana4 ue &flit	 IMIVO stopped. bare we on the scent? et believed so.
Uar not stops were rendered extremely difficult by the simAss futt that we could
dicaluew	 no os._	 ib voassoc fur sou* couriosity. i,e saie our report to
the leue!;rer's	 t,t met with no *lief. The version of our report was too
resots fro4 S.Li uttrai.s Bout to the lica. one °vs:1%ms I met IT.5 .. olub in Bons
onQ of-t!us A4-1* tia.r: Italic Bevy Wien:re. He swim Gesues f»ueotly. H4OL'a

.kmoslauge of •,4 liusu, as cell as my oAn. one :pod enough for Ortier:ng n
simple ute-31 or for eskins our way, but we were both not able tu couver ge free-
ly and flusutly. hiO nav.ul uffiser tolui oe in strict coufidendu that be had
just game sabort truw an Italian cruiser in Le Spezia union find term cvs.4NI
away from 6h5 convium' isle in the Bay of Naples. Li WbS Zip?: soparant
that the Cabinet BuDW,l,10, whicb answered all oracle/ inquiriee an to the
Luca1.114 where illeaC.INI-was bold with the ntereoty pe nnOUCS4ce or his good
health. •il_out (LI:closing his whereabo,.te, was ectust5ptly moving hint from
one place to another. thee 'rendering the location of his whereabouts extreme-
ly difficult. iiGot Lwow:it:le even. We took up this new scent without
g•tt4n8 any rest:Its. ite only ttins we could go on sec that the new internment
silage cunt evidently 4e access:able by waterway. BeaGeLite we roceived reports
• the smast Gure o. garrisons in Jerdinia which seemed rather etrusoi. Se
decided to ezter...1 our investicpcions tu both Sardinia and Corsica.

In the menutine the general oositita on the frunt2 had detectors:ad
TGe Ailioa bedsede a cosceanta lauding it:Sicily, and we had

to

•

 asmd off use o: our parachute divisions. to strengthen the front there.
Une dny we received a new report. •hs Duae 111 in Sicily somewhere quite near the
frutt litat. 4e left tier holly immediately, only to find out on our arrival
that the named place had just ben token ay the Allies. • counter attack was
to be launched within u. few	 it was successf41, we sere aMong the first
to entor tho	 only to find wt th.Jt t!lic report bed been fete. Ths	 •
Duos' had never been near this blasted apor at al/.

In 14.40 I becase sc.plaintid witt the Ltsrran naval liaison officer in St.
Meddalena. This is one of the Seat Italian smaporta, and situated in the :north-
east of Sardiaia.. in j t. Maddalena se were told of severai ielssol, among others
of the Ile di how, as, likely spots shore If11.5Coll4i wee believed to be held.
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The Uermee	 efficer informed 'oe thei the gireiscm had men strengthened
cm St. Maddalena by e 1careilnieri l detachment, and that new stringent pre-
tatttioriery mt.nours tad bre?: enforcri•l	 tie entire eeepurt area. eas
tto Duce in St. UaddiclerAT A.11 direet euestioning was ioyossible fur security
reesone. Vely in t rcundnhout me. we eathered from ecreps of geasie all in
formatieL of vilet. I dead:: to ;Ince ,ne of my Itellan epee:tine officers
at the ile.enne of'.ehr Gereee lieisoe officer es interpreter. Ilnetructed him
te	 eres e • re end to vivel. with the Beall. fry /Among Um:Italian 001-
Jives ecd noldiere on St. nedda4wee. hs wee to report to me daiAy by German
rudio-teseeeee. I tertlf flew cSardinie or eves 0(1 ,1tSiOris tOtA a loee et the
seccrt, eze an incpectle: trip in a motor-boat and toot stock or U. antize.
ilierl. T. Ile di Bocae is elsen oenvicts' !eland end we cautiously moved
ep to it ette 4 n e few hurCeed •eree, es fe r ee ,re wee 'emitted to go, and I
'took e for eneeehote of thin elect, alone eith fee more of the seaport area
St. Meddelene. I f .1rGYOVtint, 1, ele.Je of white-painted Italian aetioianes were •
at enehortb hebor. I ctunnt emplale myself ety a'cectl just , this vision
impreared iteolf so indelibly on vly wind. X epoke with a offioer who furnishod
W3 eitt vit:. a. handful or ix:t3re:3Sn news. A certain part of the cutnerd torn
area of St. Madialeaa was . peeticelsrly closely guareed, end ho had ;tethered here
and there thet e perecleeee of bleb standine we held . there, be meted without
over ire. .e=e:	 veteenle thin infermatice mi33 for me that he had even beard	 •
it om o.the Due. himself. I told him that tele ploGe of nose 'meld be of highest
intecest iu German governeene cireuiee nnd ordered him V) keep nu'the trees. I
wee roaelsed to	 “ae of a atimh.t het well ksown aenknees of the•Itelisse
for X' : c.f r■ . This *wok opct wee thei • pftesion for asking a eager. I in-
etruetod	 officer to en,1 this soot d'y on the Italian merchant fr." whom he
!.:Ld 4.:stberei this neer. ;1y officer was to erranae e lit.le steg party, and cm
the oomesion voice the opin:co that tax:telt:1 lies deed. le contradicted he wan
ao suggest a wager. There woo inly one difficulty to • overoome. This officer was
a tee-totatier. I Almost had to use force 1: eerzuedine him to have some cegnac
ib carder to k. him up for the sleet. This nue* was saccessful beyond	 ex-
pmottion. 4.: officer mn.iorted twee that cur an-vhant Lad alcepted the eeeer
and was rectl to shvo h:0 the Woe, if on1 3 from afar. adding that he was held
?rinonor to	 trnr.F!'	 villa outside St. feed.ielean. Prom a ventage point
in the harbor I carefully acritinized toe lotoat or the villa and returned to Rome
to report to Generale -,ret eVIAE/fr. bevjes.. no edertrate mesa of the forti-
fied area. I decieod on le August l$43 to carte, cut a reconnaiseanee fitget at a
ereat-a1titJde over the fortreee mcd to eeke a fee ehotogrephe. This lath of
Auegmt, m. blethdry,.wes to bn in ite trere;t alseze uk. day Of rebirth.
In gloreoea

•	

qg f !alw	 :rd ireded or 1 email air-
rick'. in 6nreinia	 refteLing. in wo...'orr 	 ieeealate.14'eed handed
for t'e. mee ie leder to em ir+ re% neenenare sltitecte. 1 wee Vine in the
fore Or tee dowpieeele gide: e.clo%ed colLAit et the gun, gy maps and my of..era
beside ne. A beeutiful TiRW D'MPielltftd iteelf. The Ales men wan here and there
intere Pereed wit,1 eolitnee rodiamnr iOW	 peejneting Isteeda. &IA of
• seduen a, eseeet thro . :ee tne mike: *two enemy fleeter* eijUted. • I heard
• few burot of ri:e, same of t • ol evideetty rev.v tha noir wisebine eauver.
I bad no chance to y;lin in the fiLt. Ye ewe eve4. end efter e few minutes
ail ee n eeint ftetin. I vaa au fn3einstuA 1.; tho oseutiful elenery	 to quickly
fereet ih.	

• 

aeeeeetIr	 ^1! at	 A•nni •otieed that
our o keee eat;	 ies:e te■.,.:t.	 ; :Ann eere '41 4V et:ea rur Eno rennuu.
k re' .' 4 eveo el: :Jammer. egmla-r	 be-q1 1 sew clee he teaterted race :4 the
eilet eta 1 nea nctired thet 	 eir-serems wee out or Native.
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rotaha:.	 L.,..41 a to: $.1.a3ar..3.s.11*.tri JtICINISAS la ay skin .

.	 -Ad	 .6■4

•

 1.1, A 4:1:1 ;;4.6.. -1" -	 A .10o r-iso. a aLos off
dintreuu-dignuLs	 gadd eaUt	 UG aati-airereft cruiaer

;1.c.as4 uo• a lei; ay a.,14•4.1..613	 a ...Jarrow ahased-bout
for the radio atatp.as 16	 6103 parpoae or reporting our r.seaue,
41t:0 aur Zliaships ,13L6	 0at411..4y 00 huateu	 bx sour re4.uaa barTi00.

01.a0 hazt 6	 Ltai.,..A0A.t	 or-u: IA. get a .r.e.igh
": 0 .4 -ser41.	 tl.a.. -4ra. 1 tc:rou with .the

idea ost	 1:41SstAf	 ;...1011..O.. 4:4 d - alitiga-400	 una.aer Are • I got a nasty
• -.ulna. ...ad urrivu.1 ircal

the raehrur la nos. fOrue to ladavataly prephre a Oarnohnte attune 4,0 a
amyl 13CL goj	 0.30:34-4	 ra	 r,,x4 Mess: 11;4 1,t4 ;4444a itba Kt= %note.
J. wzi	 1,3 1,411C 1.441.1 	 Lau.	 ahrau..11.51 abed, ■,:y the
41144adidiy 	tutah.li,;uh.se. uenerah	 th• a..,*at.u2ur	 trio
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were guttered aronud Adolf cattier. among utter, hermun %roaring. Hieatroo.
Doenits, ainUer, Agitate and Jodi. I. us an ausulitel., buanown captain
of the ouftnaffe, wus cit.Usd upou to report ua the situation. ay words	 .
must have beau ratner cunviacing. for Adolf hitier retracted his given orders
and aak d me if J. had ahy definitnrescuc vian in my =ad for Op. ilaca:ftlene.
i outlined =y SOUSZO and found uvoruVal. rhe neJeseary orders were issued
at once, and a speed-boat.flotiiia stationed ist tLe aediterransan as wail
as several units of troops in Cortice were placed under m..coomud. oarly
next murning omneraluberat .s1%.:date and I returned by air t. K. 'My
tuouipts were preoccupied 4th the planned enterprice. I perfectly under-
stood mot toe aosue. success of this pi .n depend= entirely unite 'surprise',
moment and that, above all, the most difficalt part wo..in oe get-cg steer
of the port with AO-ow-dal.	 made our preparatiuns la nit ba:,t41 und reported
'all ready" to the Fttehrer's Rds. From here the atart signal was given.
on 27 Aulast 1'43 i ambardea with a few hand-picxed wen in u.r speedboats ana art.
a sturdy pasaage we eventually reached toe port :>t. saLdttiene ju..t oat ate dart..
I noticed at twee, wneu sweepiug into the harbor that uai, olio of the meationed
planes vas still at u-anor. At the moaant paid scarcely any actuation to
cats fz,c.. in order to remain as • Ina.usplJuds ea pussiale 4. stout ashore dre...sed
as e aimple sailor. met my officer and went off with ham in a final .
reconnaissance sortie. my officer aesured me thut aii wee as uefore. A
tight cardon of double sentry poets wid guards waa fr•wn are •ud the !lilts.
4e passed by at some distance and I paid special atteutiou to the newly .
iastailed teiepuoas lines. he event/oily arrived at a nouse sinuited a
Little higher ip. where We intended tu purchase aome fruit and from
wnere we muted to	 a good lova at *our" Tiac, stili in .or firm
.eiief mat we would Start our daugerous veuture eara. 141 next naming.
A 'caruoiclieri" sec.:Aunt passed our may by abLuce and we drew an into
a cunveraation. Aa U84111 the inevitable Mw..6oaial topic Grumped up,
and as .u.sami, we declared we firmly ueiieliod the puce to be dead. This
aasertiou once more did tne tricx. L bereatit. nun very loquacious,
and bent upon coavincing no that be himaelf had escorted the ANS to
the harbor this very morning, and taut the Duce had left sardinia in the
second nna now miasiug seaplane. the cat was now uuu of the beg, as far as the
assist; plane was concerned. 1 subsegueutty roan* out that the Italian
authorities had done a nice little piece of cametuflage wore by giving
a faked 'plane in dietrese SigUal. ibis enlightenment came la the very
aiet of tmse. Its very next morning we would have alighted au he empty,
next our intentions would have been realized otat WO would have not 0170112

stood a dues chance of carrying out our orders to a successfal and.
we bad to begin aai uver-itain with our lavestigatioac. 4. wwwV14n0, we
knew, could only ilula on a eater surface. uud our speaiaa asbenbito was
therefure focussed can ali puts. .core again formate soiled ....onus and
our soldier's luck came to our aid. A few days Later 1 accouamaied men.
oberstz.lUnENT who wan inspecting a seaplane eguaz,ron'of .ne 1 taracauta.
Hifle Uorps on the Lad• Trasimeno. In the Ocanander of the 4quadron I met an
cad Austrian friend and leerned wren chatting with him that on 80 August
daring an air-raid alarm a white seaplane had landed on the lade. Shortly
afterward a Red °roes car left the seaplane bass and had headed for Roma.
At this time we bed to cheek upon eaanteles rumors. Some related th..t the
Duce Whe interned in a sanitorlum in Rome. others that he was held in a
castle in Central Italy, and so forth. Ail these clues turned oat to be
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false.

Tho altuution in . Italy i4ai cOGOLantly dot orating ix.d the struggle
for the island was drawing to a close. The unrest of the wsr-fatigued
populace which had practically been at mar for the last 10 years (Abyssinia),
was increuaing day by day. The allied bomber attacks on Rome, Naples and
other cities had played an itportant part. The , daager was drawing nearer and
nearer Of hadolgilo's V•ahinet negotiating separate peace terms And than
auttL2 oft the 00=AV Armies in southern Italy. But many influential
German authorities still eo.ad not believe in this possibility, In
thistle last da,s rumors had condensed that the Duce was now held ' in the
Appininoa. :Amy inquiries were made throughout this region by parsons
Who never realized what exact ressoo their given teak a.tue/ly had. This
information revealed more And more traces leading to the area of the Gran
Sasso. the highest peak in the Appinine range. I even found it neceasary to
concact a love story ia order tu gain my purpose. I invent d a girl
friend from Rome who had fled with her parents fro.., the Capital in fear
of the Allied bomber-attacks. I begged MR Italian friend to hunt up this
girl, whose exact address 2 unhappily did not possess, and who must be
living somewhere near the Oren Sasso. I explained 1 slashed to send
her a love letter.. lust thia• •mconnal,:‘_nce. naturally performed gaits
unwittingly by . the Italian, proved ta be a full succeas. Be informal me
that the vailey was entirely condoned off andthat the hotel at the foot of
the Oren Sasso had suffered the eviction of all its persoune,. since the
area was being used for temining purposed by •Carahiniri• units. ?be
telpher-line, the only way of access to the hotel. waa °let. out Of -odada for ail
traffic. Aadio iasteliations and fresh •Grabiniri° units pointed to
increasing ailitary activities in this area. It was also. he added,
further more rtmarcd that 	 won held prisoner in this hotel.
This rtwor. I believed be be true. I coild not contusive of . a mare
bbeal spot for iitiolia'S imprisonment than this hotel, cut off comalately -
!rota the reetof the world, altueted more than 6000 feet above sea level
and not even a roadie*, to link it up wit:. the TaLley.

This hotel was newl.: built ans the cthly thing I therefore could get huld
Of was a prospectus from a travailing bureni. The hotel was to be found ca no
maps. It was therefore absolutely necessar, to take a few aeriat photographs
Of the surroundings in order to heve somet .ing to go ua. The results of our
ingAirles had been currently reported to the Fuehrer's inaluding those
which had induced us to give up our St. Maddalena plat). On the 6.Septembar.
1y43 we received the order: 'Prepare and carry out enterprise Dues as quickly as
possible.' to b September, together witt Ay adjutant Raul. and the It)
officer of the rare:hut. Rifle CU., I book off for ay reeonnaiaaance flight.
Seep from a height Of 16000 feet,the Appinine range lay there in all its
grandeur. ADA revinso end serrat-d crags presented thaiselves. 1 ' We flew
over the hotel and saw it was surrounded bytbe same wild scenery. ' bur
aerlai cameras were already in operation. Suddenly o r large built-in
stereo camera ...topped workiag. Ne grAbed handcameras and, haagin b half
OW of the plane, we toot( snapshot after snapshot. We thee flew as far
as Veucie, turned and repeated the same procedure on our return flight.
WI. and 2 nearly froze our hands off while operating the cetera. Just
before reaching Rome, it must have been about noon, we sew squadron after
44uudenn of A/lied nowhere flyth over Fres:path They were pouring their
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deadly load into our Supreme • Blas. The house itself. Villa Uscula II
had received 3 bomb hits. One of my officers had been killed. and three
who bad been burial alive were just being rescued. All our material
and our kit was buried beneath the ruins. Despite the danger of 'duds'
we salvaged all we could. The civilian population had suffered terrific
loess, yet all available hands were helping in the salvage operations.
I made off for the hospital, which Was almost tilled to the roof. I
wanted to see some companions of mine but nearly all of than were in
a dying condition. I went to the photug gephio center, only to find a
pile of bricks. The snapshots we had made Gould not be developed properly.
We at last faound a makeshift pbotographi4telier rigged up in a tent
which was in a position to develop a few rough prints for us. I out-
lined together with Radl our plan of action and. presented it to Gin. Oberst.
BTUDLNT. We wanted to land with gliders near the ho.el and to overpower
its garriatal in a surprise attack. A strong detachment was simultaneously
to creep up the valley (Avessano), was to seize the Telpher-line station
and to cover oar retreat. At five in the afternoon a new surprise,
we heard over the radio that the Government Badoglia had begged to the
Allies for a separate peace-treaty and simultaneously declared wei-on
Germany. The Allied bomber attack on the German Supreme Has. had there-
fore been a preparatory measure to this end. What mattered now was to
keepe firm hold on the vital supply bases for the weak German units in
the area of Rome, if all German Div's. fighting in the south were to
be saved from finding themselves in a most precarious position. On the
do, and 10 of September a brief spell of fighting enraged which ended
With the disarming of the troops loyal to the king. Other Italian pet's.
were wi/ling to continue fighting on Gemsaay's side and to go over to
our lines. New German formations were approaching from the Southern
Tyrol. Italy in its entirety. however. with the exception of the environs of
Rome, were in the hands of Badoglio's troops. And amidst all tale mix-up
the preparations for our interprise had to be carried on. Disagreements
of a technical nature arose between Luftwaffe officers and myself for
the reason theta landing of a parachute action from such an altitude
was regarded as sheer madness. Such an undertaking had as yet never
been planned, even less carried out. Losses of at least 80 per cent
were predicted even for the landing itself. On 9 September a new blow.
Allied radio reports claimed that MUSSOLINI had a4ready been extradited
by the 00vernmentBadoklio and had arrived in Africa co board a tattle -
ship. Wes this report true or was it a ruse/ time of us had seen •

iu this mountain hotel. Our plan was, based purely on surmise.
It was impossible to start meting fresh inquiries in the enemy occupied
area, they would anyway only have aroused suspicion. We bed to risk
the venture in spite of all. Oen. Oberst. STUDENT approved of my plan
after hearing my report, a Paraohure Rifle Btl. sue placed under
my command which was to carry out the valley problem. Some ofthe cost men
picked from the best Parachute Rifle Company and a large number of aa•
own men were to Gerry out the enterprise itself together with me." We
had difficulties in getting bold at the Practice einem 12 normal .
gliders carrying 10 men sash. Carefully weighing our chances my adjutant
and I came to a disheartening result. We could only even give ourselves
.a very slight chance of success. But the order was there, and we soldiers
must carry it out. I went to Lk men and lined them up. I told them I- 9 -
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I was expecting in the next few days an order to undertake a most
dangerous mission, and that we stood a damned small cha-ce of
"pulling it off' and of surviving. I could only proaise tine one
thing and that was that I would constantly be with than and ',mild
do my utmost to bring this vitalay iportaut missimn to a suocesarul
end. 2 only wanted to t.,.ke volunteers with me and was freatly pleased
when not even one of them wanted to stay behind. .1,2 soon as the
fighting had stopped orders were given by Gan. Oberst. SertADLNr.to
earry out the action on 12 Septeaber 1943. zero tier 1400. Lis Made
one stipulation. Under no conditions whatever was a ncee-tive
landing to be attempted from these heights, in view of the. air currents
whieh were expected to be over the mountain range. Ail gliders were
to attempts smooth landing and observe all precautionary measures.
rhe aerial photograph seemed to show up an apparently only slight declining
slope which seemed suitable for our parpose. and to or...adze s half-way
safe landing.

The 12 of neptember approached, the leather was grind. There were
sufficiently large clouds io the sky which made an unnoticed approach
Possiole. The IC officer 'of the Corps was the only person beside RAUL
and myself who had seen the hotel and was to iadd in a power driven plans
the entire drive to their goel. The on. hod set forth during the night
in order to reach the vailey of Avezzano by a roundouout route. ! . It was
necessary to strictly observe the given zero time. At noon the 12 gaide.s
toe tam -pisnesand my INS men were ail assembled on the airfield rratica
di ivare and ready for motion. The teesion was bign. a4 aiettys on each
occsasions. (len. ober:A.	 *pose coca eore to t.e zee to 00.00
1 had just outlined AT plea of action. myself was to use the third
glider. i expressly gave orders, that come whet moy, no person was to
open fire oefore I myself fired the opeuing snot. Stiould i be wounded
or killed, then the first snot was to be given oy one of toe officers
accompanying me. I realized that the Italian force would be stronger
than ours (.ay reports had spoken of about	 guards in ana around the
hotel) and our task cauid only oe ..rought to a good end if .ne surprise
moment was played up to toe utmost. It was certaiu that no one expe tad
an attack from the air andtuis was our one and only chance to "pu..i it
off'. Suddenly, approaching enemy banner foivatione were reported, and
shortly afterward the first bombe were already cresniag around us. It
waa almost one o'clock and we had to take off at tum costs in order to -
keep within our zero-hour schedule. The take-off was successful in spite
of toe frost bomwraters, and I only learned later that 3 of our gliders
were already put out of actiou during , tile take-off. After half an nour's
flight toe two planes ahead or us sudaen,y vanished. I was now forced
• tate the lead myself in spite. of the fact that my glider offered only
• Very poor scope of vision, hoe we managed to rina our VW. i don't
=QV to this very day. We were !lying a height of perhaps 11400 ,feet
and 1 could see tnrougn a tole in toe cioods the valley or Avezzons.
The first detacinments were alroady moving tn. I. &Lan guid at ay watch.

a few zanutes it was zero time. A gave the orders 'Tighten
cram. seinets'. ibrougo another gap in the clouds 1 could now see our
aim, the notel la the mouotains. 1 gave the order to release the towcauies.
el pilot, a youoa lieutansotaod the beat glider pilot in the warp, i.e
already swerin...; Off in a sharp curve in order to get hie bearings and
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to find our landik„ slope. Alamet at the same time we noticed that we
were the victims of a grave error. The supposedly flat slopejclearly
showed a slant of at least 100 degrees and was therefore absouiely wayless
for our purpose. A brief deoision, we had to act against the express
order of Oen. vgerst. wiSnwer. The only alternative to giving up and
turning back was a cra sh-landing. I sailed to the rilots 'Ora& landing
as near to the hotel as possible.' The glider was already tating
downward and we snot toward our goal at a terrific speed. This lasted just a
few seconds. Than a crash, souads or splintering. creaaang and grinding.
and. terrific jolt above us from head to foot. be had /ended airigut,
and almost within some 50 feet of tne hotel. We leapt from tne wreckage
and rushed toward the hotel. We yelled a emeni in Waite (stick 'em up)
to tns nearest guards. They stood rooted UJ the ground, completely
dumbfounded. mot a rifle was lifted against us. The'* of us rushed up.
to the hotel - An open door, it was the wire-less operating ro.-m. so

.Dunhed the operator. aside, and a blow of e pistol butt put the; apparatus
out of action. Three things raced through my minds 'Would tae taut nerves
of ay men stand the strain, would they start shooting, was the ',:Duce tiers
after all's' It was impossible to enter the hotel thra4h,the operator's
room. We had to tarn back. The man who was covering alone the entire
action with the machine gun was lying there as co..1 as a cucmusher

• his gun and was strictly observing the ordered. fire diacipliwe. We
rushed along the walls of the hotel and sudaenly 36,44 up against
terrace raided some 10 feet from the ground. I was the first to acramble
up, my eyes swept over tae hotel facade. and I now paw Cho weal all0171 .
head of the Dune framed in one of the windows on the first floor. (sir
venture had nut been in vain' ii now atood the chances Of actually
rescuing itiliJuain/l. A few leaps broAght us up to the front aortal

.which was secured by machine guns. war shouts °mini in aalto • rang o-t.
its .surprise monent e was still shoeing its effect. re LW th : officers and

managed to shove toe maohlue guns aside and to jump over teem, and with
a few blows with the butts cf our machine pistois we forced our entrance.

Inside we dashed up the stairs, fuuna Lae right door the very first go
and piled. stoSowiwi and three Italian officers were in the ra...m. These
officers were bundled out and the officer accompanying me covered the door.
As yet, not a snot had been fired. I rushed to the open windwini end give
two of my sergeants a helping bawd who had climbed up a ligntning conductor.
They clambered in and in time to see a second glider nosediving perhaps
so..e 200 yards away. the pilot was my compeny commander who brnke nis foot
in the landing process. The men jumped out and started moving Op to tae
hotel. La the other side a third glider vas also preparing to land.
S'om this sine further 9 men 'auk' stun arrive. 1 experienced the
horrifying spectacle of seeing one ox. four furtner gliders prepering for a
crash landing apparently swept away by an air currant and hurled with&
terrific impact against the no.mtaiusiue. We afterwards wily found dead
and sounded among the wreckage. The ocoupants of these last three planes
were also now moving up, and at this moment the first snots were to be
heard. Italian outpost stationed around the fissured and rugged plateau
had opened fire. 1 dashed into the foyer of the hotel and demanded to
speak witn the commandeut. A colonel appreared and I requested him to
order immediate cesgation of al/ useless resistaace since their 4misonfor
was already in wx hands. I required him to surrender the noted in crier
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to prevent furtner ulaustued. us sated for a terminuses respite to
cunialt 2 generale who were bleu preseuu in toe hotel. After a few
atuAtes inc fate Of a.i concerned was desidei. The novel 1,68 earrend-
ered without any further resistance. i now ordered all Italian suldiers,
tu assesbie in the foyer. Arum were to be left outside tue ea.el. All
officers were to keep Weir area Wit Were VO be regarded as supeatore by
their men as before. 1 weak remeuber a very caivalrous gesture :, tte
Italian colonel made, ne had a goblet with red wine and presented su me
with the words; *For the victor'. I now pessed a few brier orders to
ay men through the window and could tee., -upon at last give my full
atteettue to mu.w.k....11,41. 1 reported to him with the words. °Duce, the
suebrur has sent me as a tveen or ale loyal rrieussuip. • mat,Jualml
embraced me and assuren tuat be had daily expected nis ex.reaitlua to
toe allies, out teat he would have put an enduo Us Alfa b•foreu.au.
be hat found friends among the officers ofshe fuerds. Thereafter 1
left the hotel, thaw to it that sentry poste were put on the i4.04.4 out, and
finally gat in cantect ;ate the valley detec..met. They had taken the
telpher-line station in she valley after a grief encouuter. Tbe telyber-
line was 800/1 operatind &sada and after& sLort time the first rein-
forcements arrived at toe hotel.

our rescue venture met now be completed by getting aasSuulal eafeLy
to wernany. To tale end we wed prearranged three possible means of
gettiug away. the airfield Aveznanu was situattat at tee auuat Of tn.'
valley ana was held by sue lta.tieus, by Badoglio forces. Tile eirfield
was W ue dallied for a short UMs at a newly oiven zero-hour after
successful completion of our reeoue ectice. Three German planes were
to land at a given sigma, one ofwhich vas to be used by Duce and myself,
while the others were to serve as decoys in case of possible pursuit.
The ascend possibility was to take off In a aSterch* plane from the valley.
A third and most dangerous possibiiity I had . envisca;ed the lacuing of a
storce plane near the hotel. This plane sae thereupon to atteept to
taxa off again. Our wale) detachment was equipped with a radio trans-
mitter and I had the following maseage sent to Rome 'enterprise succeseful.
Await new sere time for departure.' Perhaps 10 minutes later I wanted
to pass through the new zero time !orate seizure -of the Ameznano airtitdd.
This asessor never got through. Oar radio coamunioations with 4000 bad

.broken down. I therefore bed to take recourse to the second possibility.
A Starch plane hau leaded in the valley and a suitable meadow had been
Sound for taking off again. 1 gave orders for this plane to stand by,
ready for departure. And was just on the peint of leaving the hotel with
MUSSOLINI .when 1 was tole that the plans had smashed its landing gear and
.was out Of action. Now the last and most dangerous *curse was only left
for us open. The aGtorch, piloted by it captain who was • personal pilot
of General Oberst. SMENT, was already circling over the hate/. a. shot
up some flares as lending signals and cleared a make-shift landing space
with the help of the Itlaiand as well as we could. The ground surrounding
the betel was strewn with stone and pieces of rook. The landing ;ma success
fel. I bad a talk with the pilot and be declared that the take-off would be a
most dangerous affair. When informed that I woeld accompany the Duce he
declared that this would make the venture well-nigh impossible. I was
aospelled to maks use of this last meaue of devarture, fully realizing
that I could not risk crossing a stretch of roughly 120 kilometers
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through enemy occupied ter:itory with Duce on my heads. On the other hand.
I could not risk letting l'W.oGhlhl start oft alone since all responoi.ility
would Teat on ay shoulder, should a mis-hap occur. It wee war wish VD share
this likely danger with the Duce and the pilot and either pual it off or to
crash with them. I gave orders to my unite to the effect that all arum and
min were to be tr.maported over the telpher-line to the valley. Cur
prieonero, soldiers as well as mfficerowere to remain in the betel sod
were to have their freedom. holy the to Generale were to be tai en along.
The preparations for our take-off began. Vino rummy. WALLA:tag down hill.
and with the nind blewia . from the rear was swept clean of as1 rocks and
stones ac veil as possible. We climbed into the msehine, the engine
roared and our take-off began. The plane simply refused to riar from
the ground. oe had almost reached the ,rink of the precipice when a
ditch sudUenly cut straight across our putt.. the plane hopped over the
ditch, bunpod the grourid on the other side and canted over the brink.
after a obeer drop of perhaps luOu feet the pilot succeeded in geining
conixol over- the Onme eed .f-c seemed to be banging suspended. The
plane /lee over the 1aL.iey ut ateve the nround and eveutuelly rea:thed
she uir -De. 1 eamiryd the Dude for his uerve; ho munt have clearly
recognined the chaiger in cur te.,..e•off dna the likelihood of a or Ii, since
he was ae experienced pilot hlaself. oiler a few oinuues be had
caidencea to explain the Lund acape 	 aiwly oeneeth us eta to spew:
of his iire. in iatica di :Were the three nuaues werenwaiting ue. Co
ell:Abel into one of than and off we went to ikirmany.

1 had decident to heed for Vienne es first laectiog niece. I had
ordered observance of a .-n.riet R/1 silence until ranching the Cernae
frontier so as out to give ourseares a:my to possible pursuers. le
left sli=e at about .5 .e.1. over Carinthia ecatUer conditions beca-le very
bed. .4 .ere flying throogh fog end rain. The operator tried to got
radau nearings from Vienna, bul. could establish no commonicatioa whatevero
iniether conditicas were deteriorating further stil and twilight wee
setting in. Judging by the time for the honr, we should be comeehere to
the anotL of Vienue, but ire had no ground visibility :Ind had to fly
at an altitude of 5000 feet to keep ele4..: of the nountoin ranges lying
abeaa. •e were also running short of fuel. 1 WOO aLrettcbed out in
tne ,ow cockpit. and was endeavoring to get a gamic'e of the ground beneath
through very infrequent sups in the hanks of clouds. For ooze time
already de had been erasing round and it was by now nimost dark. We
woul. Jcoit be com9elle1 to make a forced iouaiug. nt this point 1 at
least 5.oniede4 lit ,ottieg a peep through the clouds and believed to make
out a le:ge watt . r surface beneath. -ere Ai calculations oorrent. this
.242.4, be the neteiedler Luke oestnerd of Vienne. I owe erders to dive
througn the clouds and we gore in luck. it WO3 the very lake I knew so
well end we manag.d to goin the Danube, flying due north codree of the
river and by this Manila evettually reached the well known airport Aspern
near Vienna. de landed on the airfield in connlete durkzegt and with
only a few drops of fuel left in the twice. It see 9 o'clock by now.
As we leLrnen later, both eccoapenyiug plseeehad been forcoi to make an
emergency leading and tot' plazes had tattl, beevily da4agas. This
eircdnstauce eventually gave rise 	 oe ra“or that I also had mide en
emergency landleg with the Duce. The night .4 spent in hotel dristol



LE COPY
inliebna. Several trunk mils sere put through SU the FOehrer's h4..,
sad /.bad the joy Of also masoning arwife at the hoteA. She was
greatly rellevad after being without news !rouse for lieverai,wesks.
Shortly before 	 I ass decorated by allmeral Staff Colonel

-et thi Arley in the name of Adolf Hitler with the /bight's Gni* at
the Irco OrOsa. The next day I flew with the Dua to Amish ibwre se'
Mat'bitteoply which had ai the 12 of Septeabar also been freed by
• nalt ,cfay leen from internmentCat a eountruseat. The neWilauww
loatinned our flight to the Niebrer's Mks. in Bastfrossia. .Adolf
HMO ist as un the eirflo3.d6 The meeting of both statesmen *kw mut
.41OriaLi" I bad to report la give d.tailöd account of cur enterprise
trim blitunisa to end. Two days later I returned . by air to Italy to
totiat mw mit. Arra riward we were given /implosion to cross Italy and the
beautiful southern Tyrol in a motorissd march to Innsbruck. I.:,ok
all woundid fit for transport with'Ue. From Innsbruck we continued
our journey by train to Friedenthal. Finally we all were even our
well.oarmed learex


