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. In tay 1943 1 was ordered as Co.nsuder to arew up the 502 *Jaeger®

Btl., i tne main witi. n.*gard to my technical experisnce as an engineer.

Thais Blt. ~«as to bo fopasd «4ih the 6id of als fuur Arus of the Oermn
4ehrmacht (Army, Luftwaffe, Navy and Zaffen~33). #or a model, to' standurd
of which was alas, unattainable owing to the difficult supplies yrublea

in the Sth year of the war, we took the Srit. Comendo Units under Lord
YUANBALTIL and the famous Amers (.5.S. units under Gen. BILL DUNCVAN.
The_*Jaegar® 841, 402 was to perform specitl tasks shich could not be
carTisd Out by service-msn with normal treining. In July 1743 I had just
managed to drew up 2 Companies of 15v men each. At this time, I bezan,
aoting on instruction, to probe and engineer and scldier the possibiilties
of the "pocket editicn" weapons of the Jerman Navy und Luftwaffe.: In July
1943 I met an old aoquajntance of mine in a Berlir hotel. ¥e wanted tu have
a nice little chat about the good old tiuwes and were therofure in aufti.

I had, of ocurse, to keep in contaot with my adjutaat, tb.rloutnnnt XAl
_RADL, About 3 o'cluck in the aftermoon I was cailed to the phona. Ureatly
excited my adjutant informed me that I bad been bunted for more than an
bour end could be found nowhere. An order bad arrived that I was to travel
by air to the Murhrer's fliqs. in East rrussia inmediately: I at cnce gave
ipstructica fur ay unifurm to be sent along, scraped tugether a few neceasary
tuilet articles and drove off tu the air-fieid. There I heard of the redio’
report froa $HJYthat MUSSGLINI had been overthrown and arrested. The
opinion was expressed that my unexpected first triy to the NgR. »as swmebow
Jinked up with tbis palitical sensatiocn. The courier-plane was

waiting and i just had time to shout the alarm oxder for both ay Coapunies

to my adjutant. I bed a marvelous flisht which twwk me fur the first time

4n @y i1ife over ivsusrania and East ituseia, and I racked my bruins in va.n
in scarch of an explunation of this sudden casi to the Furarer'’s :qe. In

an, case, 1 sas burning to see the hizi:st midtar, comuand of tLe Geruan
Roich with my o:n eyes. Dusk descended upon the sweeping stretches of Sast
fruseis and the miny lukes were reflsctin; the last rays of the afnking sun
to the skies., (ur plane ianded on a saall air-field near one of these lanes
in the lust gieum of day light. Here & our sas awuit:ng oo whioh drove ms
porbape l0xm end through severel cardcus of armed guards to the Fushrer's
Hqs. 1t wan right in the m:ddle of the forest, und ail barracks &nd bunkers
wore 0o cleverly camouflaged as acarcely to be recugnizable, in the gathering
dusk. I was let into a veld furnished wooden hut, the "tea house®" aa I later
learnad. tare 1 ms intruduced to Uen. WBERST der Fallschirmjaeger STJuehT.
I also aet 5 other officers, a Lt. Col. and & Major of tbe Army, two serachate
‘M8 )ors und cne Major of the fatfen~5S. J swwn learsed that these men were
Ty anxnown competitors for the tusk at hand. As Captain of the «esarve L eras
the lowest in rank and the only reserve officer of a.l 8ix prosent, After
baviny @ cup of coffee we were oxdered by an adjutant to Adolf Hitier's
presence. For ms, and I believe the others as weii, this was & owuentous
occasivu, being pre.ented to Germany's Statesnun and Suprewme Comuander of

the #Wshrmacht. 1 at least was ixngensely iupressed by idolf Hitler when
seeing hin for ths first time. ¥e were intruduced end were required -to outline
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in a few wour. . our iife history and military vareer. Then ceme the questiun
*4b0 has truveied abroad, esieciaily in Itaiy¥* I was the ocnly one who
could give the answer. Adolf Hitler now asked me & Sew specific questicns,
where 1 was born, wteu 1 bad beeu in ltuly and what iupressius 1 hud Jgathsred
there. Adoif iitier now requested the rema:ting 5 ufficers to withdrauw as
be wished tu cunticue his discussjuu with me alone. It so bapjened that I
«a8 choven fur the greate.t and most dangerwus task i ever encouatored in
my nilitsr, careor. Adoif iitier fufurmed me tbat he was firwly resu.ved
not tu lecve his frieud muwsundil in the lurch and to prevent under all
oirounstances his extrudition tu the ailies. Ado.f tf tler outlined in

a fow precise words his truin. of ideas. uSSuLakl was fur hia Dot ouly. &n
iy or siajlar politicai cunvictions, but be 8isv calied hiag Lis uns und
ovaly grest frieud. He allded that MusiullNL was fo his eyes *the i1sat of the
ancient Homans of the Causarien Treditiun.® ‘The thought «f bis imprisunment
was anvearadble uua he rogerded ais resouse o0 an absviute duty es his friend.
The ditficulty uf the task 1 fuily realizad when Adulf fiitler exyredsliy

gava urders tout oaly 5 persius were to ebare the snowledge of the nature of
Teid missivu. e piaced ms under the ou.cauna of Uen. vberst Syt and,

- a8 & former meaber of the Auftwaffe I was assigucd as paracbuter osptaiu.
Uptails i was tv disouss with wen. Uberat STUULNT.  #itu these inatructions

1 wus discharged.

Arrthor details were discussed with Qen. Uberst JIWENT. As u safe
guard wgninat furtuer surprises the 1 fallschirwmjaeger Korpe was to be
tracafesrred in the pext fow duys fxum the Soutn uf Frence tu the aruas around tome i
in order to secure under ail eirc.astances the most i1u,stant supply-base
in Muuisie 6nd Sicily. 4dolif Hitler reckoned witn the pussihility of the
newly formed Gyovernment BAALIV Quitting the Axis rowers. Howsver, reports
fron the Uorman Kubassy in Home and frum the Uermen caumter-inteillzeuce under
Admiral GaNArfUS gave quite a aiffersat versiwu. 1 persunscly colid at the
timy for. 0o opiniwa of my omn. 1 arrenged with Gen. Vborst Sivibal to meet
hia fuxt duy in the mourning to fly witu nim in a bee-line tu Home. 59 aen
of by *Jaegor® Btl. euing these 10 officess end ail men with a feir knowledge
~t Jtelis” were tu assembie the pext awrning un the Berlip air-fietd. 1t
wes now nid-night. 4 small office ana a searvtary were placed at my disgpusal
and 1 put tarousgh a lightning-cali to by Battativu in Friedenthsl, ihsre the
@on of ay Stuil were vn tenderhuuks awaiting my cal.. They of oource )
.wanted tu know what the sudden urdering of their owwrauder tv tte Furtirer's
a)s. eaactl, desut. WNhen 1 gave & liat of the officers over the phone who
woere to acoompany me, there seemad something very iike a revolt breaking
out.at the otuer end of the Wire. Bdoboly wantad to sty; betind apd S0 -
cuutinue the drawing-up of the pattaliva. The greateat stir was caused by
oy instructions t¢ have truyical paracbute equiyment ready fur uil men
by the foliowing morning. Kost of my men were traiued paractutista. The
Coupuditivu of arus and equipment necessitated ¢ few further phuae caiis
and it was auacet 4 o'clock i.. LA woUlaZ weed th= layt phune-cells
woce throuzr. i was given a small sleepiug-bunk iu cue uf ¢36 susiters and 1
could now turn over tne entire yrobiem in oy wmind. 1t was e evident that
d ted accepted s task wiicu urtered unly e very smmll onance wi 8ucCesse
now could miSSiwans's whereabouts be luckted and huw courd a sucessful
Togous attemuyt be carried out? These thouguts kept me awaxe, The new
surroundings and the unique experience 1 bad mede this last cay jarring ua
my perves. At 7:30 iu the .urning we were to Saks off for Heame. Sleep
was impossible end 1 got up, sported myseif to a shower-bath and feit like
newly buru. & goud vreakfast did awny the Last lure_ug doubts and my old
uptigisg wt the uppor hend onoce aure. A scidier aust riraly beirisve in




tis success, then even the imycesivie is witnia ais sreacu. dho flight

tu Houe wue 8 iuy, LUz eveul. Magnificent weataesr &ccouuycled up bi: b6

way, he pessud uver my native oity Vienrns, umiuucily sathcut @uking an
internoajate 1undiun, wiud 4 Quuid thereiure wily An -Egit-tiin Say
“rfarevell® to sy wife and @y lituie girl. otyria &nd Uorintuia gli,;ed away
bonsuth us, couuties ju Wiicu 1 xmew a.most every 1064 &L Thick & would
exulgin to my pilut. Crvetie lstria sere nuw appsariug V6uBuvu,y wdud-3sime

' eocuntrias. which had sedovnged ¢ Bue furuwer ausiria-Bungslen NODMDCL). oW -
the ete~.2l blae of tha ddriatic sailed uy tv us froa belows Skipe, Like

Loy pOAIA WOTe oruifiu O @ AVUr AuVidg w8Vo Cludvae Ulvadd 0 duipaias
wary Paigdne L thn oaue- litieriagc ses. The aaristic coact of Iiely wwved
in 3ight benoach: a¥. ¥We hig 10 3uiD valiwae t0 Kwey dlenc Ol v tuwering
Sppindnes. ¥3:) kaown ronis 4cd towns cume into view ard 3e at last reached
the etérresl; yeung cirtv of Roce. I8 was & paceut thst the succr ia suuiberm
Italy was at its psake ur furiined Ccuioifatiuvld cecwite waloursagly ‘
8t1rlirg. un the mir=fiald of CJracsica Ji Mare tha glare of tho Jouthera amidaay sun
sun troed 1t3 fuil 21e3T wpw ude Tue uir o uhweaia.l) Civdu wrs eitl the
Pontizier 3qenps near at baud. 4After au huar's drive b, car we scack iic boautifu- .
4ily situated town, Preequati narvuring tae Supreas sigse of ths corasu fusces

in italy. The rarified air of the Biii rusges ne&r Rome did ui gca. we had

to it dorn. tO o iate funoh and were then filled with ons aesica, tu turve

ofC o clcitec qné T :ather {resh sereaygtae

t

In ths even:iug [ wss introduged to Feldmswchsll i JELRIMG, 3uyreme
Jommasder of the Gerasr forces in Italy, and to hie stsif, as Geneirtlwoeist
STUDENT'a pdietant. {te arresi &ud tae disappeurencs of ROSCLINT ws
naturelly mach discussed at sadbie. No one hed the fainteot ideu tout Genarul-
cherst STUDENT and 1 ware entrusied with locatiug the wlaretiwuls ofite wuce and
¥ith effecting hia rescue. Ke were under strict crder to let wnly five men
inte the secret. fGecnsreloberst STULENT and I were the first two, my &Gjutant

" why wes cn bis way ™ae to be the third, snd two awn were tinelly ic be cuosen
froo the Gerzen cclony in Italy. Their knowledge of the co.ntxy was to assist
us in our tesk. JIn the mext few dsys the lst Falisclirujeegerhiurps (2 wiv)
arrived by alr ip Roee, As alwaye (o Occassion of such trensparts oy sic, they
hid sufrered casualtles ant losses on their way in dog-fights witu eaemy
fighters. News cezc thwouch at lest tuat oy 59 men hed safely iuoued iz
Patrice dJ Jare tnd I went to see thuc at onco. They had bucen Liuked ap
with 8 parecbute butteliou end were otileted mwosr the air fieia. Tae, wore
nufforing severly frou the igtense heat. MUy arrivul ~as alwiya naartil,
acclalizd since 1 wue in the babit of tringing aluag & few Louxes of fisud
frait aod foiloved the prvctice of asseabling my amen on the beach fur the
aveolutely necessary routive duties. My ad utent Karl Rall. #as (L2 oul) ocue
I toor vith mo tc Fresquati. [ injtiated uwim ince the piun 4Da bs »es gripped
by entusiesn at the izuensity of the tusk, Realistic soldiers that we were,
we 414 rct concec: “rea ons snother our ayprehensivas as tw the iudense dif-
figqultaes cucirwvi ting g. Howsver, as soldiers and vpilad-ty we bolieved in
our wission and hrev tict, chccld ével: the meresy jonsibility i fer itsesf,
we shculd take Foléd of 44 cn. do out duties as true gosdiers. 1o an officer
who vag attacbed to the Germun fabassy In Rome, sud in & Geruwun living for
more tual a decade in the sapitel, we found our heipemmtes ubaber four and
five. They sle=c vere lat into ths secret :nd merved our cause with ail their
power and ability. RADL amd I often visited Rows in uuiforu or in wut'ti and
oade asvarai uoyuaintenges. ¥e were day and nizht wnder way and Lattled
with a1 our rlett uzeinst the inertia befatling a1t visitors in Itely
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during the bot u..a: b8,

Mo had luca. <u @ ri-lvarent we made Iriendy wi-: e fruit-merchent who
davited us te oe:i 'n r. m in dapies. The vanisring intv thin air of MULLGLIN -
®as still tcrio uumbur oue, aud nearly ever; one knew of tris or that

Tuuor concerning lie idcality of lis confiremeat. But eil cl.es rruved to
be & goanlete waitr:t. “*exre these rumors spread intentionaily or uninten-
tiomlly'f .

WG WL ot W L bl cLon Gealdrsee gep.9intaoce of oup n'uit-mrchant
in &n eaxguisiie Liiia L- i $u the Bay of Naplea. Il the gourss uf ocut con-~
versslivn g glthe td Ling wn euioves of his had @ boy-friong on a convicts!
19de L. tie ", nICh 2Teln just bu geen froy the unache  The sivl, of course
#ag firnaly otuvinde' thef her luver wis not gets,ing eacuga leave, und they
bad vonuagmenuly sl gah Lt 1 oaraedber: 3" wet devics ip ove o daily
Somaunicnts: neir ey win A luve 40 each o:bor. It $aus came aouut thet the
8o zixl pen2ived s ivs te Lbn effect that lonve fOr the presant woutld oe ous of
the guestion, siuce a nigh persoumlity *wd arrivod on she isls, ¢4 controls
tightenst u, 8ud @il 206ve stepped. Were we on the scent? Ge believed so.
W poxt 2t0j:0 were rsnclemd extreaely difficuit by the simple fuct that we sould
Aigalure w 49 L. 'l 936 Measol fur wud vouriosity. #e aale cur repors to
tte Mueiror's tys., t.t m=t wilh nu beifef. The version of our rerort was too
DOQUO 1404 ALl Ullwid seut to tus Hys. wae ever:ng I met in s olun ir Roms
vag oI the axy cari itelica Havy Ufficers. He spuke Ueruen tiuontly. RADL's

" nowlouze vl e diugu, 43 well as oy Oan, ®Was guod enoigh ror omder:ng a
sizmpls weal cr for usking our way, but we were both not able tu ¢orvarse free-
ly apd fiugutly. Tlis aaval offices told a8 in strict confiienco that be hed
Just ganw ushore {rou an Itelien oruiser in La Spezia which hcd ilefen #US-uINI
avay oo ¢lis coavivief iela in the day of haples. It wus nor asmarent
that the Cabinet BnlxaxlJO, whioch snswersd all officiel imqurries as % the
ducatity wliere s.\bukaNI wms beld with the Dtereotype assurveuce of his good
heeith, ®ii.out di-clusiig his whersedo.ts, was comstenily swwing nim from
vbe glace (¢ anctber, thus rendering the losatiun Of his ¥hereabouts extreme-

. Ay difficuit, iinov iujoseible even. We took up this new scont »xithout
setting any resuits. Jhe only tidng we could gu ob mae that tha Doaw internaent
rdace mast evidently oe accessable by weterway. isuuviile e cuceived reports
frum the spaul Gurisu garrisons in 3emdinia whioch sesuwsd Sather atriagzo. Be
dacided v exterl ocur investiguiions tu both Sardinia and Corsisa.

1n tie netnsidne the genernl positicn on the frunts had détertorstod
reidly. Tie ALlios hud wede & succesaf.l tanding in kcny. #nd we had

tC aond off 8 ¢ our parschure divisions, tu strengthen the froat Shere.

tna Auy %6 received & aow report. The Duce is in Sicily somewhsre guite near the
fruct Lices. ke lui't for 3ieily imncdiatsly, only tev £ind out on our arrival
that the named place Lud just be:n taken oy the Allion. A counter sttack was

to be launched withir & few tiuri. 1t xes succesaf.l, we weio smung the first

tu entor tio pleie, «ady to £ind oot that this report bad been a fake. ZThe .
Duce had never been near this blasted spor at slle

In Fus I beochwe soquelatsd witht the Ysrman veval liwison officer im St.
Maddalena. This 4s cue of the Lest Itelian eeaporte, and situsted in the north-
east of Sardiala, lu St. Maddelens 406 were told of severa: islend, auag vthers
of the Iie 4% Buooo, a: Likeiy spots whers NBSCLilil wee believed tu be beid,
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The dermeL lisisin officer informed um thst the gartison bad peen strengtlened
wn Jt. Moldelena by & "careiinieri® detschment, and thut new stringent pre-
csutionery menguiws tad bees: erforccd witiin the entire seupurt area. fas
3an Duce in St. Mpddelene? Ail direet questioning wes im,oasible tur security
208008, Unly in £ rcondebout we, we zethersd from sorvens of gussiy, ald 4n
forwtica, of vit s I degids %¢ ;lfve cne of @y Ttallan speuking officers
uf the 145 wnna Of the Gorper lieison uvfficer &s interprater. I instructed him
to Feop 2ic epas orom ond O BiDvie with the ssall fry smung the Iteliau civi~
1iup5 acd 9cldders vn St. Meddasans. He was to peport t. me deiiy by Gorman
rudio=tessitize, I myuelf flew .0 Sardings on tmna ocnesion, toex & loux 8t the
asspevt, ssle en intpectic: trdp (n v motor-boat and tock stack of tte eatir:
teiend, The Tle 29 Gocev 43 olsc o conricts’ islend avd ve ceutiocusly moved
tpo e it within e few bundend sarar, w8 (v R8s «re wor sermitted to go, and I
‘took e fe snenehcts of this nleco slcor with 3 fev wre of the seaport area
St, Medcaleor, It avoved thot n canady of <hite-raintad 1talian seu,lenes were
at enchor 0 tba bebee. 1 sapnot exjluie aysell why u(uatly JIIB“; this wviaion -
improsved jtealf g0 sndelibly on «y mind. I spoke with m; officer who furnishod
23 itk guite g hondfrl of dntoroctivg ncws. A cerisin pact of the outwurd towm
area of 3t. Madlnlann wes particularly slosely guarcied, end ho had zstheved here
and thers thet e personsce of bigh atanding war beld there. bo addea without
over irzsuivc tuw wriagrle this {ipformaticn way Cor me that he hud even heard
it was the Duce bimself. 1 told nim tbat thia uisce of news wuuld be of highest
intecest iu Jermun governasni cirsulee and ordarsd hiv to keapy ou'the trect. I
was r0doly A4 to mAke uaa of & alicht it wall kucan «oakness of the Ituliams
for av wrsnce, This seak pict ses Ghesr paeaion for mskinz @ wager. 1 in-
strueted uy officer tu ca.a thig sene day b the Ivulian merchant Crun wboo he
t1d vathersd this newe. WYy officer wns to arvancs e lit.le steg party, and an
the OoGueion voice the ominrup that VUNSULINL wes ded. 1€ contrsdicted he was
40 sugzest & wager. There ses «nly one difficulty tu overcome. Taias officer was
a tee-totaiter, I aimoet had to use force 3: perzusding him to have some cugnac
iu uxder 0 kae.: lin ui for the evei t. This ruse wua succesatul bey.nd eis ex~
pretativp. W otficar ranarted heer thet our anwchant red awcepted the wauer
acd was recdy to show hav the buce, 4f uniy frua afar, addaing that he was held
Jrisoner fn. ¢ sgrencty marded vifls outhide St. Mrdinlena. Mron a vaatage point
in the barbur I civefusly scrutinized tre laycutl or the vilia and returned to Rome
to ropory t0 Gsosrule uret NG ENT. laving no aceureste aeva of the fortd-
fied area, I deciced um 1V August 1yi3d to oarr, cut a8 reconnaissancs flight at a
greet altitude over the for4ress ard tu seke & fow Dhotogr.phs., This Luth of
fdugusi, @ bikthdey, .wes to ba in 1t3 trvest serse W dsy of rebirth.
Ir qlorioun e v ovm Flaw over the hedivec mnes - zrd irrded of 4 s;mall eipe
fieds an Jarapie fo~ vafoving. e toos OFF somln Loeentiatel; wué bauded
for LY~ ser iv omdar 1o =inp the neteanare ajtibide. 1 was lyine in the
fore Of uae cuupletel; glana e cloned cuslyld w5 the gun, ey amps end my oswsra
bepids ma, A Laywtiful viaw H™santad itself. The blue san wan here and there
interaperaed with sclitoe: rost s and £ Sad wanll pesacting 3sinvds. ALl of
A audaan 4 vepuer throagy tne mike: *Two enmdy ligrters sijuted.® I heusd
4 few burst of fire, sums of 3402 avidently Cruu SUA TeAT DAOBLNG JuinoCe
1 bad 00 cbengce tU foin fn the Fiylt. ‘Ye adu=yod and fiar w faw aimmtes
8Ll w8 quinf maain. 1 ¥ds a0 Tnacinuced Ly tho vesutiful yranavy as to juickly
Pirent ihe brlaf augnaatay «a ~il 98t s o cei. 2 oony aoticed et
our nleno wiuR e oldly LU8ID | Neu i€, 401 5 12KAT WDl .y ois® FOr Llo reasul.
4 recesavet o yuamer.  farndar v bard L 82€ Cilv i auitorted fecw Of tho
Mfiot apd & ste netirsd LISt Lon of tre Led GLFe9npuNS WHE Out OF nitdaue
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wore guthecred arcuad adosf adtler, adon; vther, herman voesring, Hi.veutru,,
Uoenitz, idicder, asitel, und Jodle 4, ¢S AL Gusviabel; ukauuwn csptaan

of the wuftwaffe, wus culled upou to rewcrt uu the situmtivt., &y words

aust have veen rether cunvincing, for adoif lijtler retracied Lis given urders
and wuk d @we ir L bsd any defimite reycus plan i &y 2ud for ot. dacsulens.
1 cutiined &y souems wnd found 8,uPwele dhe Docesssry ordecs were issued
at onoe, &nd & sjpeed-boat fictilie staticued 2u tue sediterranesn as well

a5 gcverul units of truups in Corsice were .isced under m, cmuuud. <arly
Dext aurning veneruloberst Stuvsadl and 1 returned by air to Home. My
tuoushts were precccuyied sith the plawted enterprice. 4 perfecily under-
atuud Lkt The uCEubi. Bucceus Of tihas pl .o dopendea eatirely oun'its “suryrige*
mozent und that, above sil, the .08t darficuit purt wo.id e geti.ng Jlear

wf the port with &doovednds e 2ade our yreparstivas i 844 hsnves und repurted

vali resdy to ths Fueurer's His. From bere the start signal wu given.

wn 27 auwst 1543 1 embardea with a fow band-pioked wen ju vur 8Ppeeabuuts sna &1t

a 3tuldy pastegc We eventuelly rescosd tns port St. we.idaicus ju.. verure ders.
1 noticed &t unce, when wweepiug intu the harbor that wud, ous of the weutiuned
plunes was atiili et auguule At the awwent i paid scarceldy uny sttoutiva to

ti:e fuCee 40 GIEOr Tu redBin &8 LuGuusSpiowus 8s pussiole 4 weut ashore dre.sed

" as o simple suilor, met my officer amd went off with him in a final

reconnsissance suvrtie. oy officer assured me thut a.. wes &8 vefore. 4
tightL cendon of double sentry posts snd gusrds was frwn arcuud the wilise
ae passed by at acme distaunce snd ) paid speciel atteutiwu to the newly
iustasied tesepucns iinss, oo eveniua.ly arrived at a bouse siuated s
Little higher .y, where we inteided tu purchusve awas frust end froam

wnere we manted to ti.e 8 guwod luuk at “our”® viiin, 3tiis 1u e fimm
-esjefl that %e would Start our dangerous venture e&cri, Lis DXt .PTUDS.

A “carubinieri® ser.sant passed cur way hy otcuce und we drew w.im intu

a cuaversativne Ay usaal the inevituble MucSwiand tupic aruyped up,

and as usasi, ve declared we firmiy velioPud the Duce ¢o te desd. This
aasertius cuce more did tne trick. the serjeunt, nue very luquacious,

and bLent upub cuuvincains us thut he nbuself busd escorted the Luse to

the berbur this very amuraing, &nd tnat tbe Duce had left >ardinis 4n the .
sscond wni pow miasiug sesplans. IThe cat was now wut ¢f the beg, as fer as ths
aissin; plene was cuncerned. 1 subsequeuidy fuund cut that the ltaljan
authoritics had dune e nice littie plece of cemoutlsge woras by giving

a feked “idsne in distress® siguai. JShis enlighteummsnt cams iu the very
aiock of time. The very next morning ¥e wiuid have alighted ou Jhe em,.Ty,
next cur intenticns wuuld bave been resiiied und we wuuid have not even
atnd a8 dug's chance of carrying out our orders tu 8 successful emi.

se had to bogilh Asa uver-azain with cur luvestigati.use & seaplane, we
knew, cOuld Only iund on a sater surfuce, uld Our specias asvobviw. mas
therefurs fooussed Gb ali pubus. nere aguin forcuue Swiled upwu Us and
our suvidier's iuck orué to our &ide. & few duys later 1 acouupunied uen.
Wberat o IUUENT whe wag auspecting u Senpiane sQualmua 0f +6e 4 surccaute .
fiifle Corps on the rade frasimens, In the Coumender of the Squadron . @met uu
old Austrian friend end lesrned wten chatting with him thet on 26 sugust :
during an air-raid elurm a white seaplane had lended cn the lade. Shortly
afterward a Red Cross car left the seaplane base and had headed for Roas.
At tuis tioe we bad to cheack upon ecountelss runvrs. Jcas relaied th.t the
Duce wes iaterned ini a sanitorium in Rome, others ttat hLe %as neld in &
custle in Cenirel Itely, and so forth. ALl these clues turned out to be



falase

The situuiion in ltaly wus corstantly deteriorating sudl the atruggzle
for the 1slind wes drawing to a closse Ihe unrest of the mr-fatigued
Cputace which hed pructically been at mar for the last 10 years (Aibyssinia),
wap increasing day by duy. The allied bomber attacks on Rons, Naples end
other citizs had ,layed an irportsnt ert. The deiger was drewing nearer und
nsarer of Usdolglic's Cat-inet negotiabing seperate pezce terms and thus
ocutti: off the Jermun Armies ia Southern Italy. But zuny influential
Jerman authurities still wo.ld not believe in this possibiidity. In
theue Jast d&.s rupors hud condensed that the Duce was now held iu the

~ Appininos. Huny inquiries werv made throughout this regicu by peracas

who never realized wbat exaci ressc: their given tesk s.tuasly bade Tuis
informataion revesled nore and aore truces leading tu the area of the Gran
Sasso, the highest peak in the Appinine renges. 1 even found it neceusary to
cuncact &« love story iu oxdsr tu gain ay purpose. 1 invent d & girl

frispd from Rowe sho dad fled with ber parents fro. tha Capites in fear

of the Allied bomber~attacks. I begged sm ltellan friend tc¢ bunt up this
&irl, whose exect addrees I unhappily did not possess, end who must ho
living scuewhers nsar the Gren Sasso. I expluined 1 wished to send

ber & love letter.. Just this ®reccnnui...ace®, natureily performed quits
unwittinsty by the ltuliac, proved to be a full aucoess. He inforued ae
thet the vusley was entirel; condumed off andthat the hotel at the foot of
the Cren 5u880 had. suffered the evictiou of all ita persoune., singe the
area wes being used for temining purposed dy *“Carubiniri® units. Zoe :
telpher-line, the only way of access tc the hotel, was alsu out of .cands for 1l
troffice 3zdio iustedlations end fresh *Crudiniri® units pointed to
increasing ailitery ectivities ir this area. It was uwlsc, he added,

furthor more ruvured that dueuiiiinl mus %eld prisoner iu this hotel.

Tuds ruior 1 believed to be trus. 1 could not conceive of a avre

{dedl 5.0t for MUuowLLd'% fapriscoment than ti:is hotel, cut off cauapletely -
frua the restof the world, situsted wore ithan 6000 feet abuve ses level

and not ever a roadway to link it up wit:. the veiley.

This hotel was bewi; built uns the o.ly tiing 1 therefore could get huld
of wes & prospectus frod & trave.iing buretu. Lhe hotel wes to be found co no
aapge It wes therefore absciutely necess:r, to take & few eerims photograjts
of “tie surrvundings in order to heve somet.ang tu go vu. The resulis of wir
inquiries had been ourrently repcrted to the Fuehrer's ligs., inoludiig those
which had induced us to Zive up ocur Ste Maddalena jlau. (n the 6 September
1y43 we received the order: ‘Prepare and carry out enterprise Duce as Quickiy us
possible.® (a U September, tozether witt. oy edjutent ail end the IC
officer of the rarachute Rifie &tl., I touk off fur ay reccnnaissance flight.
Seon froa a height of 16000 feet,the Apjinine ronge la; there 1o all its
grondeurs #iid revines aad serrat-d cregs rvisented thatsclves. 'Ne flew
over the hotel and saw it mas surrounded byihe sazne wild scenery. ' tur
aerius oaneras were slready in operutions Suddenly o r larye built-in
aterec canera -topped workinse e gre.bed handcenuras zud, bangih, half
our of the piene, we tucx smajyshot al'ter snepstote He thea fiew as far
ae Veucle, turned and repeated the same procedurs on cur return fiight.

UL and I nssrly froze our hands off while cperating the cazera. Just
before resching Rome, it smust have been abwut noan, <e saw squudron after
Sguadivn of Adlled baubers f£lyin: over Frasquati. They were pouring thedr
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deudly loads into our Supreme Hgse The house itself, Villa Tusculm 1I
had regeived 3 boub hits. Une of gy officers had been killed, and three
who had been buried alive were just being rescued. A4ll our materiul

and owr kit was buried beneath the ruins. Despite the danger of *duds*®
®e salveged all we could. The ocivilian population had suffered terrific
loges, yot all available hands were beiping in the salvegs opox'uuons.

1 made off for the hospitel, which was almost fiiled to the roof. I
wanted to see sume compenions of mine but nesrly all of them were in

a dying condition. I went to the photuzruphic center, ouly to find a
pile of bricka, The enapshots we hac made eould not be deveroped properiye.
fe at last faound a mekeshift photogrupbidatelier rigged up in a tent
which was in & positicn tu develop a few rough prints for us. I cus-
1ined together with Radl our pian of action and.presented it to Gen. Oberst.
STUDENIs #e wanteéd to land with gliders nsar the ho.el and to overpower
its garrisun in a surprise attack. A strong detachusnt was sioultanecusly
0 cresp up the vailey (Avessanc), was to ssizs the Telphar~line astutiun
and to cover our retreat. At five in the afternoon a new surprise,

we heard over the radio that tke Government Badoglio had begged :to the
Allies for a separate peace~treaty and sinmultaneocusly declared waf on
Geruwanys The Allied bomber attack cn the German Supreme Hgs. had there-
fore been a preparstury meesure to this end. ¥What mattered now was to
keop a firm hold on the vitul supply bases for the weak (Germsu units in
the area of Rome, if ail Germen Div's, fighting in the south were to ’
be saved from finding theuselves in & most presarious position, On the
8,9, and 10 of September a brief spell of fighting ensued which ended
with the disaruing of the troops loyai to the King. Other Italian Det's.
were willing to continue fighting on Gemmany's eide and tov go over to

our lines. New German formations were approacting from the Southern
Tyrol. Itely in its entirety, however, with the exception of the eavirons ot
Rome, were in the bands of Badogiio's troops. And amidst ail tois adx-up
the preparetions for cur interprise had to be carried <. Dtuwta
of a technical nature arose between Luftwiffe officers and zyself for

the recson that a landing of s parachute action from such an altitude

was regarded es sheer madness. Such an undertaking hed as yet never

been plamnned, even less carried out. Losses of at least 80 per cent

were predicted even for thbe landing itseif. On 9 September a new blow.
Allied radio reports claimed that MUSSULINI had aiready been extradited
by the Government Badofglic and had arrived in Africa on board a battle-
ship, Was this report trus or was it a ruse? HNone of us had geen
MWBSULINI 4n this wountsin hotel., Our plan was based purely on surmnisde.
It was impossidle to sturt mcking fresh inquiries in the ememy oocupied
area, they would anyway only have aroused suspioion. We hed to riek

the venturs in spite of aii. Oen. Oberst. STUDENT appruved of my plaa
after hecring my report, a Parachure Rifle Btl. wes placed under

ay cosmend which was to carry out the valley problem. Some ofthe vest men
pioked from the best Parechute Rifle Company and a large nunber of oy

own men were to carry cut the enteryrise itseif together with me, We

had difficultics in getting hoid at the Practica airvase 12 norwal .
gliders carrying 10 men each. Carefully weighing our chances my adjutant
and I ceme to @ disheartening result. #e gould only even give curseives
.a very slizht chance of success. But the order wau there, and we soldiers
amust carry it cut. 1 went to oy men and 2ined them up. I told them I
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I wes expeoting in the next few days an order to uudertake a 10s\
danzercus missivn, &nd thut %e stood a damned samil cha..ce of ,
*"pulling §t off* apd of surviving. 1 could ouly prouise thewm one
thing and that wes that I would ocnstantly be «ith them and would

do my utnost to bring this vitaiily i.portaut aissiun to & successful
end. I only wanted to t:uke volunteers with 2o and was freatly pleased
Wuen NOt even cne of them wanted t0 stuy behand. Js soon e the
fighting had stcpped orders were given by Gen. Uberat. STUDINT to
oarry cut the sction on 12 Septeaber lyj3, zerc tis~ 1400. hs ‘made
one stipulation. Under no conditions whatever was a nose~dive

landing to be stteapted frou these beights, in view of the. air ocurreats
whioh were expoctad to be over the mountsin runge. Ail giiders were
to attempt & smooth linding end observe ail precautionary measures,

Ite serial photograpb seemed tc show up an apparently only slight declining
8lops which seemed suihb.lo for wur purpose. and to prunive a I:ulf-uny

safe landing.

The 12 of September approasched, the weether was srind. There were
sufriciently large clouds in the sky which made un unnoticed ayproash
2ossivie. The IC officer of the Corps was the only person beside RALL
and zyself who hed geen the hotel und wes to lezd in & power driven plans
the entire drive tu their goeli. The on. hud set foarth during the night
in order to reach the vacley of Avezzanc by a round:uwout route.: It wes
negeusery to strictly obaerve the given zero tiue. At nuon the 12 gilde.s
tue tuw-planesand oy 108 men sere ali assegbled on the eirfield ifraticae
di rare and ready for sotion. the tewsion wus high, as aiways @ such
occassians. Uen. Werst. otvwuhT spuke cuce wore to tue Len tv waom
1 hed Just outlined .y plan of actiod. . myseil wos tou use the thard
gldders 1 expressly gave orders, that coae stat muy, no person was to
open fife sefore 1 myself fired the opeuing shot. Stould 4 be wounded
or killed, then the rirst shot was to be given oy one of tnc vfficers
Gccuwpaenying ms. 1 reeaiized that the Jtalien forece would be strunger
than ours (o reports had spuken of abuut suards in sana arcund the
hotes) and our tusk o.lid only ve .rought to 8 good end 11 vne surprise
monent wae played up to tae utmosat. 1t 768 certsiu that no ocne expe ted
an attack frow the air andtuis was our ons und ooly chence to "pu.s it
off*, Suddenly, approaching enegy bomver furuaiions were reported, and
shortly afterward the firat boubs #ere sircedy orzsning eround us. 4t
vas alzmogt one o'clock and ve¢ hed to teke off at ai. costs in order to -
keep within our zeru-hour schbedule. The take-off was successful in spite
of tus fresr bomuiraters, and 1 only learned later that 3 of our giiders
were airesdy put out of actiou during the take-off. After haif an bour's
flight tue two plunes ahead of us sudaen.y vanished. 1 was now rorced
"t tehe the lead myself in spite. of the fatt that ay glider offered only
& very poor scope of visiun. How we manezed to rina Our gous a aon't
know to this very daye. #e wore riying & beight of pertaps LLu00 feet
and i oculd sec tnrough & Lule in tne ciouds the vailey of Avezzane.

The first detucnments were already moving in. 1 gianced at.ay watch.
Wit.iu a fey manutea 4t was zero tirus. 1 gave the order: “Tighten

eraa. Lesasts®. Through another gap i1n the clouds 1 could now see our

atm, the notel iu $he .wuntaing. 1 gave the oxder to release the touwcavles.
My pilut, & younu ideutensntand the best giider piiot in the “Yorps is
alroudy swering off in & sharp cucve in order to get his bearings and
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to find our iuudin_ siops. Almost at the same tiame we noticed that we
were the victius of a grave errvr. The supposedly flat siops cleerly
showed a slent of at least 4U degrees and was therefore abaoute&y useleas
for our purpose. 4 brief decisiun, we had to act against the |expnua
vrder of Uen. ugerst. iwvwent'. she ocnly altermative to gtving up and
turning back wes a orush-landing. 1 carled tu the rilot: *Craeh lemding
as pear tov the hotel as possible.? The glider was alresdy tu.ting
dvmward and we enot toward our goai at @ terrific speede This lasted Just a
few seconds. Then a crash, souuds of splintering, oressing and grindiug,
and & terrific Jult shoux us frou head to fuote #e bad tanded airigut,
acd almost within sowe 50 fest of tne hutel. We leapt froa tne wreckage
and rushed towasrd the hotel. wWe yeiled a "mani in halto® (stick ‘em up)
to the mearest guards. They stood ruoted tu the gruund, cvapletely
- dumbfounded. ot a rifle was lifted aguinst us. the y of us rusned up -

to the hotei. An open duor, it was the wire-less operuting ru.w. We

- pushed the operstor.aside, and a blow of & pistol butt put the epparatus
out of action. Three things raced through wy mind: "Would tte taut nerves
of my men stend the scrain, would they sturt shooting, was the.Duce nere -
after ali® 1t was dumposgidble tu enter the hotel tharough the operator's
rooam. ¥e had tu turn back. The man who was covering alcne tho entire
action with the machins gun was lying there as cuwl &@s a cucumber benind
. his gun ani was strictly observing the ordered.fire diascipliue. We

rushed uiong the wails of the hotel and suducnly saus upy 8gainst & ]
terrece raided some 10 feet friuw tho grourd. 4 was the first yu acramble
up, my syes swept over tne sotel focade, uud 1 now sav che weil anown

head of ths Vuce frawed in one of the windows on the first noor. e
wventure had nut besen in waln! 4¢ mow stood the cohances of acmu.y

rescuing MUS3ULINIl, A fen leaps bro.ght us up to the front portal

Whigh was gecured by machine guns. wur Shouts ®.ani in nalto® mng Oute

1ne "gurprise monent” mas still shosing its effect. tme ur th: officers and
1 mapaged to shove tue machine guns aside and to junp over tnem, and with

& few blows with the butts of ocur machine pistuls we forced our entrance.

Inside we dashed up the stairs, fuuna the right door tos very firei. go
and piled. MusSSuclwi 9nd three Jtalian officers were in the rocm. <These
officers were buodied out und the officer avcompanying me covered the door.
48 yet, not & snot had been fired. 1 rushed to the opsa winduws end gave
two of my sergeants a heiping ba.d who had ciiwbed up & ligotning conductor.
They clambered in and in tiws to see & seoond zlider nosediving perhaps
80.0 200 yards away. idhe piiot ras ay cuupeny cwsuander who broko ais fouot
in the lauddng process. The men jumped out sud started moving ip to tne
hotel., wan the other side a tnird giider was alsu preparing tv iand.

From tbis sice further y men would sbun arrive. 1 experienced the
borrifying spectacle of seeing ome or four furtter gliders prcptrxng for a
eregh laanding aypsrentiy swept awmy by au air ocurrcat and surled witha
terrific impact against the wu.nteiusive. We afterwerds unly twnd dead
and wounded amung the wreckage. The ocoupaunts of thess last three planss
were alsv now moving up, and at this wuwsent the trirst suuts were to be
beard. Iteiian artpust astationed around the fissured and rugged plateau
bad opened fire. 1 dasnhed intu the foyer of the hotel ond damndea to
speak witn the ccumapdaut. 4 ocolonel appreared and 1 requested hiw t0
order i.msdiate cesgation of ali useless resiasteuse since their yrisoner
w2g glready in my hande. 1 required him to surrender the totel in order
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to0 prevent furtner uivuiinzed. ue 8sked for a rew minutes resyite to
cuns.lt 2 generais sho were elsu presens in tone hotei., After a fow
Nuites tne fute of a.s cuucerned wus decaded. The ho.el ves surrend-
ered wittout any furtuer mesisioncg. i now ordered ail ltelian svidiers.
tv asgeubie in the fuyer, Aras were tu bo left outside tue ci.ei. ALl
officers zers wu keey tueir uras and were to be regarded &s superiors by
their men as before. i weid reme.ber a vesy ohivalirous gesture; ke
1talian coionel made: i had & gobiet witiu red wine und presented v ze
#ith the words; "For the vioctur®. I now passed a few brier orders to

|y oon turough the window and could tue.e-upon at leet give my full
attentiun to MusSuuinle 1 repurted to him with the words, "Duce, the
suehrur has sent we as & tusen of nis loyal rrieussulye.’ muoduidnd
enbreced me und ecsurea t.at e hod daily expecied nis exwreditive w
tae allies, vut tnat he would have put an endvo nis 1ife befOrvimud.

He tiad fuuud friends emung the officers ofthe fuards, ‘hereafter 1

left the hotel. Saw to 1t that sentry posts were put on the liia out, and
finally gut in euntact wite the valley detuc..sut. They had taken the
telpher-line station iu the vailey atter & grief encoulter. The teiphar-
liner was soun operating agaiu aad attor a sLort tiws the first rein-
forcesants arrived at tce hotel.

‘wur rescue venture mist nuw be coapleted by getting susiviial gafely
t0 wermany. 10 tnis emd we i=d prearrangod three poSaible mesus of
gotbiug away. ihe airfieid Aveznanro was situatod at thue auuiut of tos’
valley ana was held by tue ltaiieus, by Badoglio furces. Uiis airfield
®us U ve cained for a stort time &t a Dewly .iven zeru-hour after
Succe3sful completion of our resoue esctics. Three Geruen planes were
to land at & given sigual, one ofwkich vas to b3 used by Duce and myself,
while the others were to serve es decoys in cese of possidble pursutt.

The secund possibility wea to teke off it e “Storch® plane from the valley.
A third und xost dangerous possibiiity I ted envisa ed the lecuing of a
storct plane pear the hotel. This plane w%es thersupon Lo atteupt to

take Off ggain. Our vesley detechment wss equipped #ith & redio trens-
aftter and I hed the following message seat tc Rome “enterprize successful.’
Await nDew gero times for depettus’e.® Perbaps 10 minutes later I wented
to pass through the new zerc time for the seizure of the Aveznano airfieid.
This messsge never got through. Our redio coamunications with Roce had
-broken doxn. 1 therefore had tu take recourse to the seccad possibility.

A Storch plene hau landed in the valley and & suitobls mesdow had besn
found for taking off azsin, 1 gave orders for this [lane to stand by,
reedy for departure. And was just on the péint of lseving the hotel with
MUSSCLLGY whep I wus told thet the plans had smashed its landing gear and
‘'was out of action. Now the last and most dangerous scurss was only left
for us ocpsn. The "Storsh, piloted by & captain who was & perscnal pilot

of General Uberst. STUDENT, waa slready oircling over the hotel., Ge shot
up soms fiares gs landing signals and cleared a make-shift landing space
with the helip of the Itlaiand as weil as we could. The ground surrounding
ths hotsl was strawn with stons and pieces of rock. The landing wus success~
ful. I bhad a talk with the piiot and be declared that the take-~off would be a
most dengerous affair. ¥han informed that I would accompany tho Duce he
declared that this would mades the venture mellenigh impossidble. I was
aoupeiled to make use of this last meous of depsrture, fuily realizing

that I eould not risk crossing & stretch of roughly 120 kiloaeters
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tbtrough enemy occupled ter.-itory with Duce oa my bands. (n the other hard,
I could not risk letting V. LCGLINI start off alone sicce all responsi.ility
would rest cn my shouliers should & mis-hap occur. It was my wisk: to sbare
this 1ikely danger with the Duce and the pilot and elther puil £l off or to
orash with them. I gave orders to my unite to the effect that all arms and
280 were to be trunsported over the telphsr-line to the valley. Cur
prigoners, acldiers as well as officer, were t¢ remuin in the toiel &nd
were i have their fresdom. (nly the tio Generuls were tc be tdien along.
The preparatiots for our take-off began. Ihe runwey, slauting down hiil
and witt the xind blowiu. froa the roar was swopt clecn of ail gocks and
stones as well as pcea:.ble. ¥e olimved into ths machine, the engine
rourad and our tcke-off begene The plune simply refused to rise frou

the gruund. «¢ had aluost reuched ths .rink of the precipice when u

ditech suddenly cut stroizbt across our pati. [he pilane Lopped over the
divel, buupod the sround ¢o the other uide end canted over the brick.
after & sheer drop of perbeps 1oy feet tlie pllct succeeded in geining
CLliroi- gver the pluns =nd rc veemed to by bangiug suspendsé. The

vlane Ylew over the vuliey usd atove the round and eventuarly reuhed

the uir .se. 1 eaadrwd itc Jucse for his ucrve; be aust have cleurly
recugnizec the Quugler in cur tere~off ecna the likesiloud of o ervsh, since
he was en exporienced pilot tnizgelf. aAfter a few ainuves be hed

couencea to explein the Lund scape apippic; umy Lenesth us and to speur
of nis lifes in jutica di dure tho three luues were swaiting us. <o
cliaved into une of tlLen and off we weai tO Gerwany.

1 had decided to head for Viemns s first lendivg place. I bed
ordered vbservauce of a zirict R/ silence until resching the Ger:en
frontier 80 es cot to zive cursesives asy to possible pursuers. ‘e
laflt domo at abuut 5 M. ver Carinthis weaiuer comditions becade very
bed. ~e were flyi:g through fog end ruine The operutcr tried to get
rad:¢ vearings iron Vienna, bui could esukblish no cumuuinicetiun whetever.
4sathor conditicos were deteriorating fusrther stiil and twiiight wes
seiting ine Judzing by the tide for the huur, 4@ should be sozevtere to
the soati of Vieunz, but we bad no ground visibilisty und had to Lfly
8t an eltitude of 5000 feet to keep cleur of the mountain ranges lying
aheac. Je were elso rununing stort of fuel. 1 wmea siretched out in
the .o¥ cockpit and was endeavaring to zet a gliapge of the zround bemeath
throash vory iafrequent ups i the banka of clouds. For gone tiae
already .Je had been crusing round and 1t #as by now onlooat darke de
Woul. Juui: be coamvellel to aake ¢ foroed Acudinge 5t this point 1 et
deust sascedea in gotting a peep through the slouda and bolieved tc ke
w4 lasge water surlaco tensuth. -ere &y calculaticns correct, this
© 23 pe the ieLsiedler Luks oastward of Viemnss 1 geve crders to dive
through ths clouds and we aere in luck. 1t wus the very lake 1 knew so
. well end wxe manaz.d to ain the Depubs, {l)ing due northk cource of the
fiver and by this avuans eveatuasily; reacied the well known airport ispern
near Vieuns, #e lsnded on the airfield in comjlete durkness acd with
only 8 few creps of fuel left ir tte taikoe. 1t w2z J o'cloch by cow,

Ls we le-rned later, both mccouprnying pleses had been forcod to zeke an
easrgenoy lendiug and toth plates bed beel Lewvily de.£gzcs This
circ.sstence eventusily geve rise tv Lo ru.or that 1 a1s0 had atde cn
eusrijenoy lendiug with the Juce. The night we apent in hotel Sristol
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Several trunk ceils wore put through to the Juehrer'’s Hgs..
the joy of also welooming my wife at the dotes. She was
greatly relieved after being without pavs from me for ssveral weeka.
Shortly before midnight I wms decorated by a Geseral Staff Oclonel

tbe Army in the name of Adolf Hitler with the Kaight's Cross of
Oress. The next day I flew with the Duce to Munieh where we’
¢ bia. family which had oo the 12 of September also been freed by
my mst froa internment at a couniry seat. The next day we
tinued our £iight 1o the Fushrer's Hgs. in East Prussia. . Adolf
Bitler met us ¢n the airfield. Ths mesting of both statesmn was most
Sordial: I had to repors and give detailsd acoount of .our enterprise

from boginning to end. Two days later I returned by eir to Italy to

féteh my men. As a rewand we were given permissicn to cross Italy and the
besutiful socuthera Tyrol in a motorized march to Jonsbruck. I ..ok
all woundsd fit for trensport with ‘me. JFrom Innsbiuck we continued



