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SUMMARY-- CONTINUATION OF THE WINTER-SPRING CAMPAIGN WAS THE
I 

BASIC VIET CONG /VC/ POLICY IN TAY NINH PROVINCE DURING DECEMBER.
I 

WHILE VC-INITIATED MILITARY INCIDENTS DECREASED DURING THE MONTH, 

THE OVERALL LEVEL OF VC ACTIVITY INCREASED. THE BIGGEST INCREASE 

WAS IN VC TERRORIST ACTIVITY, PARTICULARLY KIDNAPPINGS WHICH 

NETTED THE VC MORE THAN 272 PERSONS. VC TAXATION‘ACTIVITIES RENAINED 

HIGH DURING THE MONTH, AND THERE WERE INDICATIONS THAT THEY WERE
I 
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ENJOYING SOME SUCCESS. HOWEVER, A CAPTURED DISTRICT LEVEL FINANCE- 

ECONOMY SECTION CLERK STATED THAT THE MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE FROM 
VC- 

CONTROLLED TERRITORY INTO GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM NEW LIFE HAMLETS 

HAD CAUSED A SHARP DROP IN VC TAX REVENUES. END SUMMARY. 

POLICY 
i

U

i 

1. VIET CONG /VC/ POLICY IN TAY NINH PROVINCE DURING DECEMBER 

CONTINUEDETO BE CENTERED UPON THE VC NINTER—SPRING CAMPAIGN WHICH 

BEGAN IN NOVEMBER AND WAS GEARED TO THROW GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM 

/GVN/ AND!U.S. FORCES OFF BALANCE. EMPHASIS WAS MAINTAINED ON 

I 

,. 

DEMONSTRATING THAT THE~VC HAVE THE CAPABILITY TO STRIKE WHEN AND
6 

WHERE THEY DESIRE. ALTHOUGH VC—INITIATED MILITARY INCIDENTS 

DECLINED CURING DECEMBER FROM THE YEAR'S HIGH DURING NOVEMBER, 

OVERALL VC ACTIVITY INCREASED. TARGETTING WAS MORE~SELECTIVE, WITH 

EMPHASIS BLACED ON UNNERVING THE GENERAL POPULATION AS OPPOSED TO 

LAST MONTH'S CONCENTRATION ON TERRORIZING ISOLATED GVN OUTPOSTS. 

THE MOST NOTABLE SHIFT IN TACTICS WAS AN UPSURGE OF KIDNAPPINGS 
~

1 

THROUGHOUE THE PROVINCE. THE EXTENSIVE KIDNAPPINGS NOT ONLY SPREAD 

UNEASINESi THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCE, BUT ALSO PROVIDED 
THE VC WITH, 

NEW MILITQRY RECRUITS AND LABORERS. DECEMBER WAS THE HEIGHT OF THE 

RICE HARVEST IN TAY NINH, AND STATEMENTS BY ESCAPED AND RELEASED 
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KIDNAP-VICTIMS INDICATED THAT MANY OF THOSE KIDNAPPED WERE USED IN 

SUPPORT OF VC RICE COLLECTION ACTIVITIES. 

OPERATIONS
' 

2. ALTHOUGH VC-INITIATED HILITARY INCIDENTS DECREASED DUR 

DECEMBER IN TAY NINH PROVINCE, THOSE THAT WERE CONDUCTED 
WERE 

REMARKABLU SUCCESSFUL. THE VC SEEMED T0 PICK THEIR TARGETS ON 

THE BASIS OF POTENTIAL PROPAGANDA VALUE AND MINIMAL RISK. THE 

ONLY EXCEPTION WAS AN ESTIMATED BATTALION—SIZED ATTACK ON A U. 

OPERATION “'YELLOWSTONE" BASE CAMP LOCATED IN THE UNPOPULATED 

NORTHERN PORTION OF THE PROVINCE. MOST OF THE REMAINING VC INCIDEN 

WERE IN THE POPULOUS SOUTHERN PORTION OF THE PROVINCE 
AND INVOL 

SMALL UNITS OF COMPANY SIZE OR LESS AGAINST SELECTIVE TARGETS. 

3 IN THREE COMPANY—SIZED ACTIONS THE VC SUCCESSFULLY 
ATT 

I 

‘ A 

THE PROVINCE CHIEU HOI /OPEN ARMS] CENTER, THE‘PHILLIPINE CIVIC 

ACTION GROUP MODEL REFUGEE SETTLEMENT AND OVERRAN 
A GVN OUTPOST 

PROTECTING A NEW LIFE HANLET. SMALL UNIT HARASSMENT INCIDENTS 

INCLUDED TWO SEPARATE SNALL ARNS ATTACKS ON 
THE NACV COMPOUND 

LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE or THE PROVINCE CAPITAL on 29 AND 51 macs 

4 
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m~:m: WERE 9'7 vc KIDNAPPING ovsnmxous DURING DECEMBER 
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ACCOUNTED FOR 275 INDIVIDUALS. A NUMBER OE THE VICTIMS WERE LATER I 

RELEASED BY THE VC OR ESCAPED. ABOUT 25 PERCENT OF THE CAPTIVES ‘ 

ARE STILL IN VC HANDS, HOWEVER, EITHER AS FORCED LABORERS_OR AS 

MILITARY RECRUITS. ASSASSINATI NS DURING THE MONTH REMAINED AT 

E EVE N N BER. TWO HAMLET CHIEFS WERE 

SL Y WOUNDED IN CONJUNCTION WITH

0 

ABOUT THE SAM L L AS 1 ovzm 

ASSASSINATED AND ANOTHER SERIOU _ 

vc TT cx on A evu OUTPO T THE ONLY ornzn ASSASSINATION occunnso
. 

A CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION FIRM WAS 

M THE BASE CAMP OF A U.S. BRIGADE.
' 

A A A .s . 

wnzn A u.s. CIVILIAN EMPLOYEE or 

KILLED ONEHIGHWAY Ts, NOT FAR FR
I 

THE s IN r ow 1 T

O 

SUCH INCIDENT ALONG HIGHWAY 15 WITH- 

OF THEHINCIDENTS HAVE TAKEN PLACE

O 

A SASS A I MAS HE SIXTH 
\

V 

IN THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS. ALL 

WITHIN FIVE KILOMETERS OF THE PR VINCE CAPITAL AND WITHIN ONLY 
-

1 

SEVERAL KILOMETERS OF THE BRIGADE‘S BASE CAMP._ 

5. VC TAXATION ACTIVITIES REMAINED PROMINENT THROUGHOUT TAY1_3(a)i 

ms AVERAGE moxvxnum. ASSESSMENT 1"-‘on SUPPORT 

OF THE WINTER-SPRING CAMPAIGN WAS VN$500.00 
/US$4.24/ WITH HIGHER 

AMOUNTS CHARGED TO MORE APFLUENT INDIVIDUALS 
WHO HAD ABOVE AVERAGE 

NINH DURING DECEMBER.
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INCOMES. TAOLLAR EQUIVALENTS ARE BASED ON THE OFFICIAL EXCHANGE
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RATE OF VN$118 TO US$1.00./ THIS AMOUNT WAS IN ADDITION TO OTHER 

VC TAXES LEVIED FOR THE YEAR. FUNDS FOR THE WINTER-SPRING CAMPAIGN 

WERE COLLECTED UNDER A NUMBER OF NAMES INCLUDING "GENERAL UPRISI NG 

FUND" AND "TROOP NOURISHNENT TAX". THERE WERE NO INDICATIONS 

THE VC WERE EXPERIENCING ANY DIFFICULTY 
INCOLLECTING TAXES DUE TO

I 

POPULAR RESISTANCE. RICE TAXATION RATES VARIED CONSIDERABLY 
THROUG 

OUT THE PROVINCE, RANGING FROM ZO TO 3O 
PERCENT OE THE CROP AND 

PAYABLE EITHER IN RICE OR CASH. IN CONTRAST TO EARLIER YEARS THE 

VC WERE ALLOWING FARMERS TO TAKE THE RICE 
TO MARKETS TO SELL AND _ ~ 

IN SOME CASES WERE EVEN ENCOURAGING 
VILLAGERS TO DO SO. A 

POSSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR THIS POLICY IS VC INTEREST IN OBTAINING . 

noun IN ORDER TO PURCHASE RICE IN CAMBODIA WHERE RICE IS CHEAPER 

OR. TO PURCHASE ormta pommoonxzs. . 
1,34 

_PRov1nEn A ROUGH ESTIMATE or vc TAX REVENUE 
nzmvzn 

mom RUBBER PLANTATION worwsas IN "rm mm. A PLANTATION woman 

WOULD PAY THE VC THE EQUIVALENT OF HIS OR HER AVERAGE DAILY WAGE 
. 

v» 

mournw, r-:xc1.us1v1~: or we TET mourn WHEN N0 mx 1s com-:cn:n . BASE 

idn AN AVERAGE DAILY was ov vussa /usso.42/ AND AN r~:s11mm:n z,'rz@ 

PLANTATION WORKERS IN THE PROVINCE, THE VC COLLECT-ALMOST 
ONE AND 
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A HALF MIELION PIASTRES /US$l2,7DD/ A YEAR FROM RUBBER WORKERS 

ALONE. TIITIS DOES NOT INCLUDE THE TAX OF vusseso /uss4.24/ PER
- 

PERSON T0 SUPPORT THE WINTER sPR1Ne CAMPAIGNA 1a(a\ - 
Y 

. 

I I 

FORMER vc ZDISTRICT-LEVEL FINANCE-ECONOMY CLERK, CONFIRMED- 
lITHAT RUBBER PLANTATION WORKERS WERE TAXED AT 

THE RATE RE ONE DAY'S WAGES PER mourn. RowEvER, HE gum: AVERAGE 
WAGE WAS QNLY \/"$1’>5- A RECENT

~ 

ALSO CONFIRMED THE RATE AT WHICH EACH RUBBER PLAN- \-39“ 

ww~ RORKER Ms TA><E=>- 
0§NER OF CAU KHOI, THE LARGEST PLANTATION IN THE AREA, PAID THE VC 

.\ 

VN$l,DDD,DDO /US$8,5DD/ A YEAR T0'OPERATE_AND THAT ONE OF THE 

SMALLER PLANTATIONS, BINH LINH, PAID VN$lDB,DDD/ /US$850/ A YEAR. 

7._ ANOTHER VC FINANCE-ECONOMY ACTIVITY DURING DECEMBER WAS THE 

SEIZURE OP CARTS AND OXEN FOR TRANSPORTATION OR REVENUE PURPOSES.
‘ 

—APPRox1mATE1.Y we CARTS AND OXEN wERE TAKEN mom TWO Lam“) 
VILLAGES.

\ 

CARTS AND '.'DXE¢N wERE TAKEN AND HELD FOR RANSOM. 
'1'wO—'1'HIRDS OF THE owNERs

N

_

S 

HAD PAID THE RANSOM AND HAD REGAINED POSSESSION OF THEIR PROPERTY./ 
‘
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PE REMAINING ONE—THIRD FOREEITED THIR PROPERTY BECAUSE THEY
' 

COULD NOT PAY THE RANSOM. NUMEROUS REPORTS WERE ALSO RECEIVED .5 

oumm; we mourn or ‘rm: vc commanm-ztnxne cams AND oxzu FOR ONLY "3m(" 

°"@ "16" °F F°R°E° LAB°R- - TEMPORARY ssxzum: or cams ANDJOXEN FOR THE TRANSPORT or RICE 

DURING THE RICE HARVEST SEASON WAS A COMMON VC PRACTICE. 

ORGANIZATION
' 

8. AN OCTOBER TAY NINH VC PROVINCE COMMITTEE DIRECTIVE STRESSED 

THE NEED FOR THE PARTY TO CONCENTRATE MORE EFFORT TOWARD;BUILDING
' 

UP PARTY ORGANIZATIONS AT THE VILLAGE AND HAMLEI LEVEL, PARTICULARLY 

WITH RESPECT TO ENABLING THE PARTY TO CONTROL ANY FUTURE COALITION
I 

GOVERNMENT THAT MAY COME INTO EXISTENCE. EVIDENCE THAT MORE EMPHASIS 

WAS BEING PLACED ON THIS WAS INDICATED BY A RECENTLY CAEHEED DOCUMENT 

FROM THE VC GO DAU /GVN HIEU THIEN/ DISTRICT SECURITY SECTION 

COVERING MISSIONS TO BE ACCOMPLISHED BY VILLAGE SECURITY SECTIONS. 

THE DOCUMENT DIRECTED ADDRESSEES TO PAY MORE ATTENTION TO 
ACTIVATING 

VILLAGE AND HAMLET SECURITY SECTIONS IN THE "LIBERATED AREAS" AND 

GVN "STRATEGIC" HAMLETS. SUBORDINATES WERE URGED TO ASSIGN AT
I 

LEAST THREE CADRES FOR VILLAGE SECURITY SECTIONS AND THREE CADRES 

FOR EACH HAMLET SECTION BY THE END OF DECEMBER 1967. IN ADDITION, 
' 

,

\ 
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QCURITY AGENTS IN THE HAMLETS MUST BE INCREASED TO ZZLBYMARCH 

1968, WITH TWO-THIRDS OF THE AGENTS BEING COVERT. 

I T"~§,~1,*;'E'U15§*i;,"1 

FOR BETTER‘; AND MORE FREQUENT VILLAGE AND HAMLET REPORTING. THE 

DISTRICT-L‘_EVEL REQUIREMENT PROVIDED A SAMPLE REPORT FOLLOWED BY 

AN ALL-INC\_LUSIVE LISTING OF‘ SUBJECTS TO BE COVERED . IN ADDITIO 

TO A MONTHLY REPORT DUE AT THE DISTRICT -HEADOUARTERSON 
THE 20TH 

OF’ EACH M0|NTH, A SO-CALLED IO-DAY REPORT WAS AL_,SO REQUIRED ON T 

|

. 

1"" AND 2.5" OF EACH M°"TH- 
l

' - ssvzm. vc OFFICIALS OF vc TAN BIEN DISTRICT ma BEEN m-zassmuso
! 

To‘ POSITIONS IN. vc TOA THANH DISTRICT. 
I

, 

MUOI DAN, ‘FORMER SECRETARY OF THE VC TAN BIEN DISTRICT 
COMMITTEE 

WAS ASSIGNED AS DEPUTY SECRETARY OF THE VC TOA THANH DISTRICT 

comm1m:z.'i ~
\ 

DURING NOVEMBER. HOWEVER, OF THE 21 ONLY 8 WERE FROM TAY NINH 

PROVINCE. TAY NINH, LIKE VUNG TAU AUTONOMOUS CITY, APPEARS TO 

ESTABLISHED ITSELF AS AN ' ‘IN’ ' PLACE TO RALLY. T‘WO OF DECEMBERIS 
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RALLIERS%HAD ONLY BEEN WITH THE VC FOR 27 DAYS AND ALL BUT ONE é
w 

wens Low %zvEL LABOR AND suvvoni rvvss.
' 

PROBLEMS 
_ 

_ 

A 

A

~

\ 

_ 
. - A 

IO. %ONE OF THE MORE PRESSING VC PROBLEMS IN TAY NINH IS THE 

MOVEMENT ME THE LOCAL POPULATION OUT OF VC-CONTROLLED AREAS AND
' 

\
. 

INTO NEW LIFE HAMLETS. THIS MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION NOT ONLY 

CAUSES THE VC DIFFICULTY IN OBTAINING FORCED LABOR, BUT ALSO
' 

I . 

' 
-

' 

Mums mm TAX COLLECTION moms. ‘-3‘““‘ 

THE MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION INTO NEW LIFE HAMLETS HAD CUT VC 
‘ 

.. ,- . 

REVENUES IN GO DAU DISTRICT FROM A MONTHLY AVERAGE OF VN$250,00fl 

/US$2,l10/ PER MONTH IN 1966 DOWN TO.AN AVERAGE OF ONLY ABOUT 

VN$40,ZOO /US$339.00/ IN THE FIRST 9 MONTHS OF 1967- DISTRICT 

MONTHLY OPERATIONAL EXPENSES USUALLY AVERAGED ABOUT'VN$6O,OOOV 

/US$508.00/ PER MONTH IN 1966. THE BALANCE OF THE REVENUE WAS 

TURNED OVER TO THE PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE. SINCE 1967 THE DISTRICT 

COMMITTEE%HAS BEEN FORCED TO DRAW ON PROVINCE FUNDS TO CONTINUE 
I > > 

OPERATIONS.
_ 

. s 

"- 

11. FIELD DISSEM-- swat: usmacv conps vrn AF USARV COMNAVFORV 

USAID DIRNJUSPAO /MR. ZORTHIAN ONLY! CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF. 

!

Q 

% 

A 

' A' 1:wnv 

felyrfflcatwn) (diuem cont:-01;) 
f 

W ,7 L _

3 

Approved for Release: 2019/03/29 C00095748


