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IRAN 

l. Basic estimates of fundamental forces and trends operating 

in Iran remain valid. We have long said that the situation could not 
last indefinitely, but last February we judged that a coup or break- 

down was unlikely "in the next year or so. " 

2. Now the pace of political change seems to be accelerating. 
The Amini government represents a step toward liberalization and 

reform. It might succeed in stabilizing the situation. 

3. But there will almost inevitably be a tug-of-war between 

Amini and the Shah. The Shah, if driven too far, may abdicate. 
The military have lost some of their perquisites, and are being 

purged. The moderate Nationalists may cooperate with Amini for 
a time; the more radical ones will oppose him. 

4. We do not expect the Tudeh Party to exert much influence 
in the immediate future. 

5. We think that a milttary coup, or a nationalist demonstration, 
or an abdication of the Shah, are continuing possibilities. The 

chances of some of these things occurring in the near future are
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greater than they appeared when our estimate was written in February. 

But we think that the situation, as of today, is too fluid to justify 

a confident prediction of what will actually happen. 
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