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A. PERSONAL BACKGROUND AND ACTIVITIES —_
OF SUBJECT IN RUMANIAN IRON GUARD: - ./ SO

(B1shop; VIOREL DéﬁISE!&RIFA was interviewed in
the Detroit 0ffice on February 19, 20, 21, 1955, by SA PAUL
E. BOWSER, Jr., and SE MATTHEW J. CAZAN, Rumsnian translator
from the Washington Field O0ffice, and furnished the following
Informatlon: :

it

TRIFA stated that he was born in Campeni,
Turde, Rumenia, on June 26, 191, His father was DIONISIE
TRIFA and his mother MACINICA MOTORA,

The Subject stated that his early life would
not be of Importance to the current investigation and there-
fore started the interview with the move of his family from
Campenl to Sibiu In 1927. He stated that this move was made
at the instigation of hils uncle, IOSIF (JOSEPH) TRIFA, who
was a priest living in Sibiu,

Subject stated that he entered George Lazar
High School upon arrival in Sibiu and graduated after taking
a baccalaureate examination in the spring of 1931, While in
this high school, he acted as president of a religioua
organization known as the Saint George Orgaunization.

. After taking hils baccalaureate examinatlon,

he returned to Campeni on vacation in the summer of 1931, In
the fall of 1931, he entered Chisinau, the Theological Branch
of Iasi College, where he studied theology for four years.
Upon graduation from the Theological School at Chisinau, ths
- Subject took his final examination and received diploma
number 2308 on June 28, 1935. The Subject dispiayed to the
interviewing Agents a certified diploma signed by the Dean

of this school which bore the name N, POPECU PRAHUVA,

The Subject stated that the RIG was founded
in the 1930's in Besserabia but that he had no knowledge of
"the Iron Guard or student organizations before going to
Chiginau., The Subject atated that he had heard of the Iron
Guard through the newspapers but that this organization did
not exist at Chisinau 1in 1931,
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TRIFA stated that when he was elected as
president of the students at this school in 1934, it was
because I8 was a Transylvanian and was elected to counterw
balance the friction between the Provinces of Besserabia
and the old Rumanian Provinces.

TRIFA stated that he never formally became V////

a card carrying member of the Iron Guard. He stated that he
wore the uniform on occasions and supported the ideas and
Jjoined in the movement but never became an official member
because the Iron Guard card carrying group was very restricted
and wanted as a student leader an individual who would be
recognized by the large student group., TRIFA was accepted
by the Iron Guard group because at that time he was
president of a student group and sympathized with the ideas
of the Iron Guard., As proof of this statement, TRIFA cited
the fact that when DUCA was assassinated he, TRIFA, was not
bothered in the general roundup of Iron Guard leaders.

Upon graduation from Chisinau in 1935, TRIFA
returnod to SThlu and became assistant to his uncle IOSIF
TRIFA in edit¥hg the paper "0stea Domnului" (Army of the
Lord). This paper, according to TRIFA, was the official
publication of the organization bearing the same neams which
was founded by his uncle in 1922. While working with his
uncle as an assistant and editing this paper in Sibiuw, TRIFA
devoted his activities to the establishment of a layman's
organizaetion and cited this as one reason why at that time,
a8 well as later in Europe and after his arrival in the
United Statos, he had no definite plans of becomling a priest
or bishop. He stated that these were also the feelings of
his uncle who felt that by doiaghthia type of work TRIFA
would gain a broader education than that he would receive in
the theological academies at that time,

TRIFA stated that the purpose of the organi-
zation Ostea Domnuluil was the revival of the falth in the
Orthodox Church. He stated that the publication of this
organization was first put out in Transylvania and later
became nationally known. This organization was sponsored by
the church but was 4 layman's organization; and while with
the organization, TRIFA traveled extensively through the

-3 -
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country making speeches and promoting the organization.
While doing this, he acted as a church layman, not at that
time belng consecrated a priest.

. TRIFA stated that he remained in Sibiu and
registered at the University of Bucharest in the School of
Philosophy in the fall of 1936, He stated that he did this
80 that he could present himself for final examinations at
the School of Philosophy without actually (due to previous
studies) attending the school.

- A%t this point in the interview, TRIFA presented
to the interviewing Agents a registration copy from the
University of Bucharest which was translated by SE CAZAN,

The translation reflects that for the year
1936-1937 TRIFA was issued registration number 528/1935.
This re%atratiou, according to SE CAZAN, proves nothing but
that TRIFA had registered and did not prove that examinations

were taken,

) In the school year 1937-1938 TRIFA stated he
regiatered for a doctor's degree in theology at the
University of Bucharest; and while a candidate, he submitted
partial work toward a doctor's degree and stated that of this
work all that was to be completed was hls thesls and oral
examination before a school committee.

TRIFA stated that in - hls last year at the
univerasity of Chisinau he became president of the
theological students and of the faculty, the purpose of
this organization being to promote the intorolt of the
students and to eventually bulld a student house, While in
this position, TRIFA admitted that he had taken part in a
student ocongress held at Toagu, Mures, on April 3, L, 5, and
6, 1936, and had made a short apeech as & guest of the
congress wherein he hall expressed the general political
feelings that were dominant in the country at that tinme,
TRIFA stated that after 18 years he ocould not recall exactly

what was said, t

. Mr, NICHOLAS N, MARTIN, who represents himself
as coungelor at large, Rumanian Orthodox Episcopate of Amerios,
on January 22, 1953, presented documents which he olaimed had
been furnished to the Diocese of the Rumanian Orthodox
Episcopate of America by the Holy Synod in Bucharest, Rumania,
Acoording to MARTIN, these documents were from official ocourt

- -




DE 105~ yo 2

and nowlpuper nooordl in Rumania, In reference to the above-
mentioned congress, one of theu dooumenss refleots that the
following was the spesoh made by TRIFA at this congress:

A few words or a page will never be able to
explain the vivid page which has been written by
the student oorps in the legion movement, I don't
know whether it 1s rightly said: 'Tho legion and
the students' because the students ars not merely
a chapter in the movement; for exampls, 'the legion
and the lawyers,! 'the legion end the professors,!
eto, Without bragging asbout the corps, it ocan be
8aid, with head up, that the movement was often the
students and the students were the movement., The
legion was at the beginning a student movement, It
was not until much later that the man on the
atreet was able to determine where the legion -
started and where the student ocorps left off, And
rightly so, The spirit of the legion waas negted
in the bosom of the university, From thers, the
legion recruited 1ts fighting and thinking elemsnts,

%.eesThe fdentification of the students with
the movement of the legion (Iron Guard) has
given the students importance which the? do not
have in any other country in the world,"

When advised of the contents ot the spesch
which he had made at this congress, TRIFA stated that he
did not recall exeotly what had been sald but that this was
the general sympathy in the country and within the astudent
body, TRIFA admitted that at that time he supported and
agreed. witb some of the ideas of the revolutionary movemens,

While registered at the Universlty of Busharest
1n 1937 studying for his doctor's degree, TRIFA stated that
he was elected as president of the students 9¢f Buoharest,
" This organization, socording to TRIFA, was comprised of all
of the student organirzations of the University of Bucharest,
and while as president elect he offiolated over the entire
student body, which body at the time was oomposed of both
legionnaires and non-legionnaires, Asids from this student
organization there existed, acoording to TRIFA, an organisation
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known as the Centrul Studentese Lengioner Bucuresti (The
Center of the Legionnaire Students of Bucharest) whose .
commandant at that time was’'VICTOR DRAGOMIRESCU, This ~'°
organization was compoged, ;according to TRIFA, of the actual
members of the Iron Guard movement and sympathizers. He
stated that over this organization he had no jurisdiction
since the members were directly under the jurisdiction, rules,

and regulations of the legion.

) This arrangement, according to TRIFA, was
also supported by ZELEA CODREANU who fully agreed that the two
above stated organizations should remain somewhat sepsarated,

TRIFA stated that the student organization of
which he was president was organized on a democratic basis,
according to which the officials were nominated and elected
by the student body while on the other hand the Centrul
Studentese Lenglioner Bucurestl (CSLB) was organized on orders
from the government. He stated that there was mutual
understanding and collaboration between the two groups,
although occasionally the CSLB tried to interfere with the
arfairs of hils group by trying to have men from the CSLB
group electsd as officlals,

’

TRIFA stated that he remained as president
of this group until the spring of 1938 when these student
organizations were abolished as a result of the assassination
of CADREANU and the eatablishment of King Carol's dictatorship
and the attempt of the govermment to roundup all the
oppositlion, including members of the Iron Guard movement as
well as others opposing the dictatorship.

TRIFA stated that the headquarters of the
student organizations were closed end the leaders of these
organlzations were arrested, He stated that he escaped
arrest due to the fact that while at his place of residence,
17 Via Calimachi, h® refused to answer the doorbell.

0f the leéaders arrested during this perioed,

such as CODGIA and FURDUIU, all were killed in prison with
the exceptlon of TRIFA who escaped with his 1ife.

-6 -
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TRIFA stated that he remained in hiding during
this period untll Jenuary, 1939, when he fled the country for
Berlin traveling through Poland., Accompanying TRIFA in this
£light were A. DRAGOMIR and a small group of others whose
names were unrecalled, TRIFA stated that DRAGOMIR was an
officerg in the Rumanian Army and acted as a guide.

Upon crosaing the border into Poland, TRIFA N
stated that he was arrested by Polish security agents and .
then met with other Rumanians who had also fled, including
STELIAN STANICEL, TRIFA gaid that he remained in Lemberg,
Poland with CONSTANTIN CRISTESCU for about three months until
April, 1939. At this time TRIFA stated he received a
travel permit from the Polish authorities which was granted
to him as a Polish refugee and proceeded to Berlin where he
lived with CRISTESCU,

TRIFA stated that one other individual who
he recalled as being in Poland was NICHOLEI PATRASCU,

Soon after his arrival in Berlin, TRIFA
made contact with e Luthern Church organization which a few
years prior to his flight from Rumania had offered him a
scholarship. Upon making contact, however, he found that
‘this scholarship was no longer avallable,

He stated that shortly after his arrival in
Berlin, a large group of Rumanlan studente among whom were
leaders of the legionnaire movement also arrived. A resgidence
identified as Furstenhof located a few miles from Berlin was
put at this group's disposal. These arrangements were made
by an engineer (FNU) NEGOSCU who a few years prior had been
active in Berlin. TRIFA expressed the thought that these
arrangements could have been made by NEGOSCU through the
German Government, however, because this was not clear,
TRIFA 414 not room at this place but took his own villa at -
27 Niebuar where he resided for a short period of time with
CRISTESCU, L, VERES and N. PATRASCU,

TRIFA stated that while in Berlin, HORIA SIMA
cams to his room and asked him to put this room at SIMAt's
disposal so that SIMA could meet with some of his friends.
He wanted this favor as & matter of conveniences, TRIFA's
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room being centrally located, TRIFA stated that he agreed
and subsequently two or three meetlings were held. Among
the individuals coming were LAURENTIU VERES and two or three
other Rumanians whose names were unrecalled by TRIFA., One
of the topics of discussion was the arrangement of a

coup def€tat S0 overthrow the dictatorship of King CAROL,

At the second of these meetings, TRIFA
stated that he questioned SIMA's arrangements, poiating out
that should the coup faill, all of the people in the
Rumanian prisons and concentration camps would be killed,
SIMA answered this objectlon by stating that a lieutenant
in the City of Timisorara was ready to put his regiment at
the disposal of such a move.

- TRIFA stated, however, that suspecting that
SIMA was bluffing he did not attend the next meeting but
loeft a letter with VERES in which he, TRIFA, stated that no
revolution could be successful with a regiment being
commanded by a lieutenant who was not the superior officer
and that since the whole thing was a blufl his room was no
longer at this group's disposal, TRIFA stated that this
letter was read as he planned at the meeting in his abaence -
and SIMA became angry and immediately left the room, As
a result, no further future plans of the legion were discussed
or made known to TRIFA by SIMA for thelr remaining stay in

Berlin.

. TRIFA stated that during the remainder of his
stay in Berlin until his return to Rumania, he attended no
other political meetings and attended to hls own problems
with the exception of a few soclal meetings he had with some
other Rumanians and his reports to the German authorities once
a month which are required by law,

TRIFA stated that he later heard that SIMA
traveled back and forth betwesn Rumania and Germany and had
a 'small group of followers who arranged these travels.

TRIFA stated that he had no knowledge of these
trips at the time and further stated that at this time STMA
was not considered as a leader of the Iron Guard but was

trying to work his way to the top,

-8 -
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As to his personal activities after this split
with SIMA, TRIFA stated he obtained a job as a private tutor
during the summer of 1939 and registered as a student of
philosophy at Friedrich-Wilhelm School which was connected
with the University of Berlin, This registration was made
in the fall of 1939 for the school year 1939 and 1940, TRIFA
presented to the Interviewlng Agents a copy of the registra-
tion which reflected he registered on January 15, 1940,
university number 12492217R Nr State number A/11282, TRIFA
stated that he remained at the Umiversity of Berlin until
September of 1940 wheir he returned to Bucharest, Rumania, -

TRIFA stated that at this time, about the end
of 1940, refugees were returning to Rumania in various groups
and that 1t was at this time that the change 1In govermnment
occurred in Rumania and the National Legionnaire Government
was formed under the leadership of ANTONESCU-SIMA,

TRIFA stated that upon his return to Bucharest
he was received but not very warmly., TRIFA stated that
upon hls arrival at the railroad station in Bucharest, a
manifestation had been formed, arranged by the existing
Rumanian Government (ANTONESCU-SIMA) to welcome this group
back., TRIFA stated that he did not join this manifestation
but heard later that the group had gone to the headquarters
of the Iron Guard on Gutenberg Street where they met with
SIMA, TRIFA stated that one of the reasons he did not Jjoin
this manifestation was because of his strained relations
from Berlin with SIMA and because he was met at the station
by the personal emissary of Mrs., ION MOTA whose husband had
died during the war in Spain and was told that Mrs, MOTA
wished to see him (TRIFA) immediately. TRIFA stated that he
realiged that Mrs, MOTA and SIMA were not on friendly terma
at that time. He stated that he was later rogﬁoachod by NICHOLAE
PATRASCU for not joining the ma..festation. IFA stated
that in this group he recalled HANU TRAINAN and CONSTANTIN
PAPANACI but could not recall eny other nemes,

TRIFA stated that he met with Mra, MOTA three
days after his arrival, at which time he was told that she was
the owner of the old newspaper "Libertatea" published
originally during the Austro-Hungarian Regime in Transylvania
by the father of the deceased ION MOTA,

-9 -
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Mrs. MOTA proposed that TRIFA should teke over
both the administration and editing of this paper because--~
one, the paper was originally published in a popular language
wnderstood by the masses of the Rumenian peasants, and she
felt that TRIFA was best qualified to take over and edit it
in this old form; and two, for political reessons attributed
to the fact that before TRIFA returned to Rumania she had
contacted the leaders of the leglonnaire movement, such as
SIMA and PATRASCU, and told them she wanted to start the
publication of "Libertatea,™ She stated, however, she was
advised by these leaders that although they were in agreement
with the publication, under no:circumstances should TRIFA be
appointed as editor and administrator of the paper. Mrs, MOTA,
according to TRIFA, however, disregarded this advice because
she considered TRIFA the best man for the jJob., He accepted
this position at a small salury to help Mrs, MOTA, and the
paper was published in Bucharest. //,

In October, 1940, a meeting of the Rumanian *
National Student Council (RNSC) was held in Bucharest, and at
this council TRIFA was elected president of the National
Student Organization of Rumania. TRIFA stated that this
election was not in full agresment with the leaders of the
legionnaire movement, and shortly after the election, the
Ministry of National Education drew up new laws for the above
organization stipulating that the president had to be
nominated by the government and not elected by the council,
According to TRIFA, this law could be attributed to the fact
that SIMA wanted another person as president of the council;
however, TRIFA was nominated for the position by the
Antonescu Government and given the job by royal decree.

TRIFA stated that this order could be verified
in the book entitled "Pe Margines Prapastiei™ Volume 2,
Puge 22, dated January 21, through 23, 1941. TRIFA stated
that this book was the offlicial publication of General
ANTONESCU,

TRIFA stated that at this time he did not
reallze that,as president of the students,demands would
eventually be made on him by the leglonnaires, He stated
nothing was clear and that, in view of subasquent events, it
probably would have been better for him to decline the

- JO =
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presidency but that at that time he saw the opportunity to

help the refugees and students who were in the streets

without jobs and felt that it was his duty to do what he

could. He stated that it was not clear to him at that time

that the legionnaires were trying to get control of the
government, and he believed that the govermment, once organized,
would eventually return to the Constitutfion of 1938 and the
situation would become stabilized, :

TRIFA stated that ss president of the organi-~
zation his main job was to help integrate, within the
university, all of the student refugees coming to Bucharest
from the univeraitles of Clug and Cermauti due to the fact
that by that time the Provinces where these universities
were louated were occupled by Russia and Hungary. TRIFA
atated that in this position he was kept very busy until the
following year, January, 1941. :

TRIFA stated that he met with SIMA several
times in SIMAts office in commection with his position as
president of the Rumanian National Student Council to
discuss the new student laws. Soclally, TRIFA stated, he
met SIMA on December 10, 1941, at the College on students
day, an annual celebration instituted in 1922. _

It was pointed out to TRIFA by the interview-
ing Agents that in certain issues of the paper '"Universul"
published in. Bucharest on December 12, 1940, and January
20, 1941, certain articles and pictures appeared of TRIFA
with SIMA, Profegsor TRIAN, BRAILEANU, and VALERIU NEAGOE,

TRIFA stated that these plctures were taken
during the celebration of students day which was held at
the student house on Calea Plevnel Street and pointed out
that BRAILEANU was Minister of Education. NEAGOE was
president of the student body in Bucharest, and SIMA wes a
government official, He atated that there was no special
occasion for this picturse,

When questioned as to why no other government

officials other than SIMA were present, TRIFA stated that
ANTONESCU was 1ill aand that following the celebration TRIFA
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and other students had gone to visit ANTONESCU, who was confined
to bed, Sympathy was expressed by this group for ANTONESCU

and regrets that he could not be present at tue celebration
were also expressed.

TRIFA stated that he could not recall the
picture alleged to have besen taken January 20, 1941, and
did not know what the occasion could have been.

B, EVENTS SURROUNDING ISSUANCE OF TRIFA MANIFESTO:

TRIFA stated that on January 18, 1941, he
received a message from HORIA SIMA, Vice-President of the
Council of Ministers, ordering him to arrange a general
meeting of all students in Bucharest to be held on January
19, 1941, at the atudent house located on Galea Plevnui to
strongly reaffirm their position as an ally of Germany
against Communism, These orders were 1issued, according
to TRIFA as a result of the fact that at the beginning of
January, 1941, HITLER had requested both ANTONESCU and SIMA
to pay him a State visit (not publicly known) to discuss
political matters and arrange close collaboration bvetween
ANTONESCU and SIMA, as heads of the legionnalre movement, v
and HITLER, SIMA, who preferred a personsal visit of his own
with HITLER, felt that he had been relegated to a secondary
roll and refused to accompany ANTONESCU,

Subsequently the above ordera to reaffirm the
position of the movement as a strong ally of Germany were
issued. in order to prove to Germany the personal loyalty of
SIMA as well as the loyalty of the movement, Thls was also
the reason why when orders came from SIMA specific inatruc-~
tions were gilven not only to TRIFA but to other speakers
throughout the country (70 or 80 meetings in all) telling
them exactly how to present the problem and what to aay.

In these instructions were stated exactly the places where
the Itallan, Cerman, and Rumanlian natlonal songs were to be
sung as well as other instructions where certain emphasis
was %o be placed on certain matters, TRIFA complled with the
above order and held the meeting at the student house.

TRIFA stated that the student organization
of which he was the leader was called on for this meeting

-~ 12 -
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in preference to the one headed by ANDRAE because SIMA felt
that TRIFA's organization could make a more impressive
manifestation than the legion group which was in a minority
8o far as student size was concerned and because SIMA felt
that in the friction existing at the time between he and
ANTONESCU he would be able to gain the support of the student

body.

) TRIFA atated that when this demand was made
on him, he did not resign as president of the organization--
one, because he felt he had a mission in integrating the
student refugees and assisting them with their problems; two,
he stated he was too busy at the time to give thought to
the political implications of the future; and threes, he stated
he accepted the position because he felt that an alliance
with Germany was necessary in order to prevent the Russians
(Communists) from taking over. He stated that it was the
feeling at that time that by golng with Germany, Rumenia
would be saved from Communism,

TRIFA stated that this meeting was held on
January 19, 1941, according to pre-establisbod rules without
incident.

- 13 -.
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On the followlng Monday, January 20,
1941, while TRIFA was working in his office at the student
house, a speclal agent of HORIA SIMA came to the office
and immediately took TRIFA to SIMA where he met in SIMA's
private office with SIMA's secretary, TRIANA BAROBARU,
under-secretary VICTOR BIRIS and HORIA SIMA. SIMA told
TRIFA that the events of the day demanded that a big manifesta-
tion should be immediately organized to prevent ANTONESCU
from throwing the legionnalire movement out of the government
which SIMA claimed ANTONESCU on his return from Germany,
would try to do. The pretext for this action TRIFA said
SIMA told him would be the assassination of a German Major
named DORING. TRIFA stated that he objected by telling SIMA
that 1t was impossible to organize such a manifestation in
such a short period of time {approximately 5:00 p.m. when
this meeting was held), and that mcre time should be permitted.
TRIFA also stated that such a manifestation organized without
proper preparation would be a total fiasco and that no impression
could be made on the people with such a hastily organized
demonstration. SIMA stated, according to TRIFA, that no time
could he lost especially since he had already sent out a manifesto
to be printed. At the protest of TRIFA, SIMA presented him with
a written manifesto which TRIFA observed had his name at the

bottom.

At this point in the interview, Bishop
TRIFA presented to SA BOWSER and SE CAZAN Exhibit A which is
what he claims to be the original manlfesto given to him at
this meeting by HORIA SIMA. According to THIFA this manuscript
was actually written by SIMA's secretary TRIANA BAROBARU. Accord-
ing to TRIFA, he thon told SIMA that if he insisted a manifestation
was necessary, then TRIFA would go shead with i1t if SIMA would put
at his disposal some moturized units so that he would be able to
maintain order., TRIFA was advised by SIMA that everything had been
arranged and orders had been given to DUMITRU GR0OZA, commander of
the workers corps of the movement, to arrenge for motorized units
and to maintain order and that police headquarters, under RADU
MIRONOVICI, would essist. TRIFA stated that he then returned to
the student house where he found people and motorized units reacdy
for the manifestation and that the maiidfesto previously mentioned
in BAROBARU's handwriting had already been printsd and distributed.

-1 -
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TRIFA stated that though he objected
to the orders which had been issued by SIMA, he had not re-
fused to carry them out for the following reasons:

1. It was not safe for an individual at the time
and under the existing circumstances to say
no especilally since he, TRIFA, was not favorably
looked upon by SIMA. :

2, He felt that 1t was for his own interest to be
present and to take the necessary measures to
maintain an orderly manirestation, that this
wns the reason he had personally requested
motorized units and why he hed later on the
steps of the Council of Ministers personally
asked for a peacelul dispersal of the crowd.

At this point TRIFA was advised that
the following 1s the speech which he is alleged to have made
on January 20, 1941 at the student house where the manirfesta-
tion was being formed: "Judea - British . Imperialism created
a tool for world dominatlon--The League of Nations™, and then
stated, "He who discovers blood staing should not seek the
criminal. He knows it is the English." He then went on to
say "We are witnessing the downfall of a worn out world and
we are participating in the building of a new world." He
concluded his speech by saying,"We are marching with Rome
and Berlin--we must understand that if we let this moment
escapd us we shall have lost it for centuries to come. The
new Europe ie believed to last for centuries. Aware of
this call, we muat join the fight, and we shall be victorious,™

TRIFA stated that in view of the length
of time since this speech was made, he did not recall exactly
what had been said but thet this had not been his own speech,
that it was a circular speech to be delivered all over the
country, issued by SIMA with the order that it was to be read
by a number of individual speakers and that basically the same
apeech had been delivered by IASINSCHI at the School of Law,
University of Bucharest; by PATRLSCU at the Sohool of Commerce,
University of Bucharsst and by others. He stated that this

- 15 -




PEB :MJS~23
DE 105~ °" %

speech had been written by SIMA to prove to the German
government his loyalty, support and full cooperation and
that though the statements were rather strong, at that
time he felt that the manifestation was to be a peaceful
one to show sympathy for General PETROVECESCU and that

he had to deliver it because (1) it was an order and (2}
SIMA was noted for his undiplomatic attitude and manners.
TRIFA admitted that he concurred to some extent with the
ideas expressed but was not in agreement even at that time
with the policies of HORIA SIMA.

TRIFA stated that within an hour,
approximately 6:00 p.m, people had gathered at the student
houso to join the manifestation and that by 8:00 p.m,
enough people were present and SIMA decided to atart the
manifestation. The parade started from the student house,
marched to the Boulevard Elizabeta, turmed on Calea Victoriel
and then proceeded to the residence of ANTONESCU. The reason
given for such a round-about route was to furnish other . units
the opportunity to join the manifestation.

According to TRIFA, the manifesatation
was a very imposing one and the crowd waa much larger than he
bhad anticipated. TRIFA stated that personally he moved in
his car from one place to another to watch the progress. Upon
their arrival at the Presidente (ANTONESCU!'s house) TRIFA noted
guards at the left corner of the steps to the residence. He.
approached the guards and requested to see Genersl ANTONESCU
but was told that the General was angry, not understanding the
purpose of the manifestation, but that BIRIS would meet with
TRIFA. TRIFA stated that BIRIS came out and advised the crowd
that ANTONESCU did not want to see anyone and that something
should be done to disperse the crowd. It was decided at this
point that TRIFA should make a short speech requesting ANTONESCU
to reconsider the elimination of the legion from the government
and to request the reinstatement of PETROVECESCU as Minister
of the Interior and to then disperse the crowd. TRIFA stated
that he made the spesech and concluded it by stating, "Long
live General ANTONESCU." TRIFA stated that the crowd responded
accordingly with the military guards stationed at the Presidente
also epplauding and that he then asked the units to disband and

g0 home.
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TRIFA stated that he remained at the
Presidente until the entire manifestation had disbanded and
came. to an end. About midnight, after all was over, TRIFA
stated he decided to report to SIMA on the manifestation.
After going to SIMA's office, his home and to legionnaire
headquarters and being unable to locate SIMA or anyone who
knew his whereabouts, TRIFA stated that he went home himself
snd from the evening of January 20, 1941 he did not again
gee SIMA or contact him for many months. TRIFA stated that
at no time after the original orders were 1ssued to him nor
after the completion of the manifestation did he personslly
distribute posters or literature in the City of Bucharest
or elsewvhere. ‘

On Tuesday, January 21, 1941 TRIFA

stated that hs went to the Ministry of Education to see

Minister BRAILEANU concerning the signing of a scholarship
decree, The decree was signed as roquested and upon leaving

to go to the Finance Ministry to complete the formalities
connected with the decree, TRIFA stated that he met TRAIAN
HERSENI who informed him trouble waas brewing in the country

and tkat ANTONESCU had already changed the district police
prefects throughout the country and had replaced them with
military prefects. In spite of this information, TRIFA
proceeded to the Tressury Department where he met the

Treasury Minister, CRETIANU who recelved him cordially

and told him that the formalities dealing with the scholar-

ship decree would be complied with. However, because of the
attitude of CRETIANU, TRIFA felt that something was wrong.

Upon leaving the Ministry, TRIFA proceeded to the center of

the city where he noticed that military guards were being

posted at the intersections cof Boulevard Ellzabeta and Calea
Victoriei. At this intersection TRIFA made inquisy of
individuals gathered as to what was ‘hap‘;‘:ening and was advised
that the guards were trying to capture "VIOREL TRIFA" (himaelf).
. TRIFA stated that he then went to a nearby telephone and con-
tacted RADU MIRONOVICI, Prefect of Police and was advised by
MIRONOVICI that ANTONESCU had already attempted to replace

him with a new prefect but that he was not going to leave

his post until he was ordered to do so by SIMA. Upon questioning
by TRIFA as to SIMA'!'s whereabouts, he was advised by MIRONOVICI
that he d1d not know where SIMA was but recommended that TRIFA
should not move about because of the possibllity of being arrested

-17 -




PEB:MJS-5
DE 105~ =272

and that 1f he was caught, ANTONESCU would make him the
scapegoat. TRIFA stated that he took this advice and
instead of returning home, went to a friend of his, a
druggl st named MARCULESCU, #22 Popa Petre Street, and
requested that ha be permitted to stay there for a few
days. From this time on TRIFA stated he broke all con-
tacts with the leaders of the Iron Guard and with all
Iron Guard units and that his knowledge of the events
of the rebellion from this time were strictly from ob-
servation as a private citizen and that he did not per-
sonally participate in the rebellion.

TRIFA stated that the riots which
followed the manifestation of January 21, 1941 did not
result from this manifestation but that these riots were
a result of the conflict between the police prefects who
were in power and whc refused to give this power up without
direct order from SIMA and the military prefects of ANTONESCU,
" He stated that the manifestation had nothing to do with the

riots. .

A few days after seeking sanctuary,
TRIFA, due to reprisal action taken by ANTONESCU against
all of the people connected with the above events, declded
to flee the country into Yugoslavia and to find a place to
stay in some Rumanian community. He stated that he went to
Timisoara by train from Bucharest, Upon arrival, he noted
guards posted at the exits of the station so he left the
train on the opposite side from the astation platform in
order to avoid arrest., In so Jdoing he arrived at a section
of the station where German soldiers wore posted. He was
stopped by these soldiers and asked for identification but
teing unable to produce same, he was going to be sent to
the Commandant of the Rumanian Police at the station. TRIFA
stated that he talked to the German guards in German and re-
.quested to be taken to the German officer in charge. After
telling this officer who he was, he begged not to be returned to
the Rumanian section. He stated that this officer took him in-
to the officers train compartment where he contacted Bucharest.
After establishing TRIFA's identity, the officer told him that
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the only alternative he had was to return him to Bucharest.
He was assured, however, that the German trains were not
controlled by Rumanian authorities and that upon his return
to Bucharest, he would be put in a safe place. Upon his
arrival back in Bucharest, TRIFA was placed in a German

car and taken to a German rented house located at Parcul
Jianu which he later learned was used by the German Gestapo.
At this house he met CONSTANTIN STOICANESCU and where a few
days later CORNELIU GEORGESCU, VASILIE IASINSCHI and OVIDUI
GAINIA were also brought., While at this house, TRIFA stated
he became 111 with stomach trouble and requested to see a
doctor., This request was refused by the authorities who stated
that i1t was better not to make any outside contacts., TRIFA
stated that he remained at this house for approximately one

month. ;

One evening a German soldier advised
him that STOICANESCU and IASINSCHI were going to be taken
to a better location. About a week after this departure,
TRIFA was advised that he and others were also golng to be
moved and that this move would involve long travel, They
were taken by car to a Bucharest railroad station in March
of 1941 and placed on a mixed freight and passenger train.
This train headed east and about one week later,after traveling
through Hungary, arrived in Vienna. During this trip TRIFA
stated he was not permitted o leave the train. Traveling
with TRIFA in his compartment was another Rumanian legionnaire,
(FNU) CAMPEANU, but because of the fact that they were confined
to their compartment, TRIFA lkmew of no other individuais on
the train. Upon arrival in Vienns, he was taken to a military
post and approximately two days later, during which tims no
outside contacts were poermitted, he, with about ten others,
was taken by bus to a train station. After-approximately
one day travel on the train, they arrived at a station and:
were then taken by bus to the Village of Berkenbrick where
they were put in a house containing approximately seven rooms
with an officer of the SS In charge. There was another group
of people osccupying this house upon TRIFA's arrival. About
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two weeks later the officer came with a 1ist and advised
the people on the list that they would be moved. These
individuals, excluding TRIFA whose name was not on the
list, were taken to Rostock Prison Camp. Approximately
two days after this group left, another group containing
HORIA SIMA, STOICANESCU, DRAGOMIRI, PAPANACI, GARNEATA,
BAROBARU, SMULTEA, GROZA, IASINSCHI, V. MIHAILESCU arrived
at Berkenbrick, TRIFA stated that no reason was given as
to why some individuals were left at Berkenbrick while
others were transferred to Rostock. However, he was told
that he and GROZA were there for speclal investigation

by the Geheim Dienst, a section of the SS and by the Gestapo.
TRIFA stated that in the next few months, while here he was
called about three times for special interrogation by the
Geheim Dienst but he did not know why. He stated that he
recalls being questioned about his background, activities
and connections with HORIA SIMA. While here he and all of
the others were asked to take a pledge that they would not
leave without special permission, write letters or make any
contacts. A short time later, however, permission was granted
to movs - around within a one-mile radius.

At this point, Bishop TRIFA presented
to SA BOWSER and SE CAZAN a copy of the above mentioned pledge
which they were required to sign (Exhibit B)., TRIFA stated
that due to. his health he requested permission to visit a
doctor and after a great deal of insistence permission was
finally granted to go to & nearty city for two weeks for
special mineral baths, However, TRIFA stated during this
time his movements were closely followed by the Gestapo.
TRIFA stated that he remained at this house at Berkenbrick
until December of 1942. He and the others with the exception
of SIMA were then taken by the Gestapo to Berlin where they
were held for ten days in complete isolation at Spandau
Prison where TRIFA was again interrogated two or three times
by the Gestapo, Dues to the isolation imposed during this
period, TRIFA stated h’s knowledge of the activities of the
others in the group was strictly hearsay.

o 20 =




PEB:MJS-8
DE 105- -7~

On December 2l;, 1942 TRIFA stated
that he was taken to Buchanwald Concentration Camp. He
stated that he was taken alone by SS agents frocm Spandau
- but upon arrival at Buchanwald, he noted that all of the
group from Berkenbrick with the exception of SIMA and
S8TOICANESCU was at this camp. He stated that he was 1solated
in a central barracks within Buchanwald in a room by himself.
He stated that others were placed in similar rooms in this
barracks, TRIFA stated that he remsined at Euchsnwald until
about March of 1943 when he was again taken by himself to
Dacheau Prison where he was placed in a cell in the Jall within
the camp. He stated that later others of the same general
group who were.et Berkenbrick were alaso brought in small groups
to Dacheau. TRIFA astated that Rumanians at Dacheau were per-
mitted to make limited contacts with each other but were not
allowed to contact other nationality groups.

At this point Bishop TRIFA presented to
SA BOWSER and SE CAZAN a photostatic copy of a certificate of
hia incarceration at Dacheau Prison, (Exhibit C).

TRIFA stated that while in Dacheau
nicknames were given to him and others in some sections
for the.register of camp authorities so that the identity
of these people would not be known to outsiders.

At this point Bishop TRIFA presented
to SA BOWSER and SE GCAZAN a sworn statement signed by J.
NEUHAUSLER, Bishop of Munich, and notarized by LUCRETIA L.
STOICA in the State of Ohio, County of Cuyahoga, certifying
that TRIFA was a prisoner at Dachoau (Exhibit ‘DS.

TRIFA stated that he remained at Dacheau
until the o~cupation ol Rumania by Russia in August, 194l a
which time certain groups were taken out. TRIFA stated that he
was one of the last to leave and was taken by the Gestapo to
Vienna where he arrived about the end of August or the first of
September, 19y, He was taken to Gestapo Headquarters and
furnished with identification papers and waa then requested to
contact HORIA SIMA for further instructions, TRIFA stated that
it was at this time that he found out SIMA was being entrusted
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with the formation of a Humanian government in exile and
with providing volunteers (Rumanians) to help the Germans
defend Rumania against the Comumunists. TRIFA atated that
he refused to contact SIMA and about one month later heard
that SIMA had arranged through the German government to be
personally given the job of distributing the ration cards
and shelter cards for the Fumanianas. This arrangement was
used by SIMA &8s @ means to compel the Rumanians in Vienna
to collaborate with him and to force not only the legion-
naires coming from various conocentration camps, but also
many Fumanigns who were fleeing from Romania to eacape the
advancang Russians, to collaborate.

TRIFA stated that about Novemxber,
194} he was approached by MATHIAE, a member of the German
State Department who threatened that 1f TRIFA did not stop
opposing SIMA's policy, he would be sent baock t o the oon-
centration camps. After this threat TRIFA contacted
Metropolitan VISARION PUIU who was a refugee in Vienna at
this time and discussed with him a plan to help the Rumanians
in Vienna without (1) entagonizing the German government and
(2) without collaborating with SIMA, TRIFA stated. that PUIU
was receptive to this idea and suggested that permission should
be requested from the German authorities to organige s diccese
to help the Rumanians spiritually and materialistically with
the one conditvion that this should not be placed under SIMA's
Jurisdiction, At this time Mr., ALTENBURG and Professor -
GAMILLSCHEG were representatives of the German government in
Vieana in charge of Fumanian affairs. Realiring that
GAMILLSCHEG, because he was in Fumania before the war and
Imew the situation and was also woquainted with TRIFA, would
be more receptive to the plans, he was approached. Ee was
receptive as anticipated and pluns were made, by-laws drawn
up, eto. for the dioccese. In the meantime, SIMA, finding out
about this, approached the German government and GAMILLSOHEG
and advised them that though he was not opposed to the idea,
he wantod the diocese under his Jurisdiotion so that he would
be the person disbursing funds and thus controlling the .
organization. TRIFA astated that negotiations went on &
about three months between PUIU, SIMA and the German government.
During this time TRIFA admitted that on Ootober 17, 19l4) he
attended a meeting in the room of GAMILLSCHEG at the Hotsl
Imperial in Vienna. TRIFA stated that he aocompanied PUIU
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to this meeting and that present besides himgnd PUIU were
SIMA, GAMILLSCHEG and SIMA's personsl body guard, whose nams
TRIFA did not recall. TRIFA stated that at no time during
this meeting did SIMA approzch him nor he SIMA.: He stated
that 1t was possible that a subsequent meeting with ILIE
GARNEATA, MILIE LEFTER, CONSTANTIN PAPANACL, CORNELIU
GEORGESCU, SIMA asnd PUIU wes held due to the fact that
PUIU remeined at this hotel for two days. After approximately
three months, TRIFA stated, PUIU claimed illness and turned
negotlations over to him; however, GAMILLSCHEG refused to
accept TRIFA as a representative of PUIU.

About January, 1945 the German
suthorities and SIMA sent to SIMA's residence at Tiorocl
Province a representative in the person of MAFTEL with
alias, POPESCU, for the purpose of convineing PUIU to
collaborate with SIMA. At this time TRIFA received a
threatening letter from OVIDIU GAINIA, an ardent follower
of SIMA who was at that time going to fight with the 85
troops against the Russians. This letter addressed to
ILIE GARNEATA, CONSTANTIN PAPANACI, MILIE LEFTER, DUMITRU
GROZA and himself stated "Pray God for your death before
our reoturn from the war; otherwise, it would be too bad
for you low characters and immoral individuals.," PUIU,
being intimidated by the above threats and the approach
of MAFTEI, agreed to some collaboration with SIMA. This
acceptance enabled SIMA to form his government in exile;
howe7sr, PUIU did not accept a cabinet post but consented
to be in charge of the religicus matters of the newly formed
government in exile.

At this time TRIFA stated he separated
himself from both PUIU and the dlocese and left Tiorol Province
and moved to Innsbruck with the intention of eventually crossing
the border into Italy.

In April; 1945 TRIFA stated he succeeded
in Jolning a group of Italian laborers returming to Italy from
Germny, and thus crossed the border into Italy, where he ar-
rived about three weeks later at Pesaro in northern Italy. 1In
Pesaro he met a Roman Catholic priest whom he asked for assistance
and was taken to a nearby Catholic monastery where he was re-
quested, because of his knowledge of German and French, to remain
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for a few months to teach these languages. TRIFA stated

that while here due to the fact that many Ruwmanlians were

returaing to Rumania, he was confronted with the problem

iof retuming to Rumania or remaining in Italy. He atated

. ’éthat he decided to remain in Italy because he anticipated

¥ that with the Communist government taking over in Rumania
- and he having been former president of the Rumanian student
organization which was anti-Communist, he would not be very

wel some.

TRIFA stated that he remained in
Pesaro for about 5 years during which time he taught at
the College of Ronzano, a seminxzry preparing missionary
priests for Brazil and Italy. He stated that during this
time he had hopes through this church work and other con-
tacts to obtain a permanent residence permit but was un-
successful in his efforts,

At this time Bishop TRIFA displayed
to SA BOWSER and SE CAZAN an identification card #0020298,
issued August 31, 1949 containing the fingerprints of the
Subject which was 1ssued by the International Relief
Organization (IRO). He was furnished a police registration
card to support his statement of his residence in Pesaro -
{(Exhivit J). He also furnished a certified sworn statement
as to his occupation as a professor at the College of Ronzano

(Exhibit E).
C. MIGRATION TO THE UNITED STATES®

'I'RIFA stated that about 1949 he wrote
a letver to Reverend TRUTZA in Cleveland, Ohio for information
about TRIFA's relatives who lived in the United States.
TRUTZA repllied that the United States was a big place and that
more specilfic information was needed. Through this inquiry a
correspondence was started with TRUTZA who subsequently asked
TRIFA if he was related to JOSEPH TRIFA who was known in the
United States through his newspaper to which TRIFA replied in
the affimative. TRUTZA then asked TRIFA if he would be '
interested in coming to the United States and when the answer
was again received in the affirmative, TRIFA's name was placed
on the Rumanian Orthodox Episcopate Refugee List, Because of
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the background of newspaper work and writing which TRIFA had,
his name was picked up by the newspaper "America" and an
Affidavit of Support was sent, Proceedings were then started
in Italy for TRIFA's departure to the United States. .

- At this point TRIFA displayed to
SA BOWSER and SE CAZAN the affidavit made by the newspaper .
"America" dated February 2, 1949 and signed by the late
Reéverend JOHN TRUTZA. This affidavit offers TRIFA a salary
for working on the newspaper "America" of $50.00 per weelk,
He also presented a telegram signed by HERMAN HAEGER of
Church World Services dated July 10, 1950 informing the
newspaper "Americe™ that TRIFA would arrive in New York City
on July 15, '1950 aboard the General TAYLOR and requesting
$33.00 be sent to him to cover his inland transportation to
Cleveland., TRIFA also displayed Immigration Card Registration
#A7819396 issued July 17, 1950.

- YRIFA stated that he arrived in New
York City on July 17, 1950 and proceeded to Cleveland, Ohio
by.train. Upon arrival, he discovered that the editor of
"Amerioca", GEORGE DONEV, being afraid that he might lose his
position as editor, had delayed TRIFA's employment. In the
meantime Reverend TRUTZA had moved the publication "Solia®,
the official organ of the Rumanian Orthodox Church in Amerioca,
from Detroit to Cleveland and requested TRIFA to work for his
paper. TRIFA stated that he accepted thls offer in September,
1950 and worked for "Solia" as editor until the time he was
elected as Bishop by the Church Congress in Chicago, Illinois
July 1-4, 1951. TRIFA stated that he was conseorsted Bishop
on April 27, 1952 in Philadelphia in the Descent of the Holy
Ghost :Church. On July li, 1952 he was offiocially installed
as Bishop by the Rumanian Orthodox Episcopate of Amerioa
Congress held in Detroit., A few days after installation
he moved his residence from Cleveland to the Vatre located
at Grass Lake, Michigan, where he has resided ever sinoe,

. TRIFA atated that he did not know
until after he had come to the United States, where he read it
An the papors that he had bsen condemned to life imprisonment
&t hard labor in Rumania and that he was to pay 200,000 lea
to cover the cost uf ths trial which followed the rebellion
in 19/41. He further stated that he did not know why his name
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would appear with those of unquestioned leaders of the Iron
Guard at this trial; however, he expressed the opinion that

it was possible that this was so because the manifesto

which was issued and distributed throughout the country bore
his name and because he was the president of the student organ-
ization at the University of Bucharest at the time. He atated
that he was not even advised by the German authorities of this
trial and had never received any official notification. He
stated that he realized that many of the statements which he
made during the period of the manifestation were very strong,
and, in view of subsequent events,improper politically and
otherwlise; however, he felt that at that time the only salvation -
from Communism for Rumania was to stand with the Rome-Berlin

Axis Alllance.
CURRENT ITRON GUARD ACTIVITIES IN THE UNITED STATES AND ABROAD 3

TRIFA stated that he had no direct
knowledge about any organized units of the Iron Guard but
from publications avallable to the Church Episcopate it
appeared to him that there was no unified legionnaire movement
in exile, He stated the only group which was evident as being
a militant one was for some time SIMA's group composed of a
few fanatics concentrated in Spain, Austria and Germany. From
publications put out by this group TRIFA stated that he believes
they must have money since these publications are expensive and
becaurse of the constant movement of these individuals with their
publications from one country to another. ‘He stated that because
of the location of the centers of the operations of the movement,
it appeared to hinm and to other Rumsnians that financial support
may possibly be coming from the following sources:

1. Through arrangements which ROSU made with German
SS 0fficers wherein he obtained passports and
visas and arranged thelr escapes from allled
officials.

TRIFA stated that he had no evidence
of this and that 1t was only supposition on his part but
that during his stay in Italy he had heard that the SS paid
heavily to obtain these passes and had personally sesn 35 men
in Italy with large sums of money.
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2. From CONSTANTIN DRAGAN

TRIFA stated that he believed DRAGAN,

who was a blg businessman in Italy, may possibly be support-
ing the Iron Guard due. to his close relationship with ROSU. .

3. TRIFA stated that SIMA and his followers had
bragged about money which was obtained by them

for services rendered by them to Americans in Austria and
Italy. By "services rendered" TRIFA explained he meant
for information given or by having individuals actually
go into Rumania to fight Communism. Rumors were circulated
that conflicts developed among SIMA's followers as to who
would be assigned to furnish these services and that these
conflicts were particularly evident between V. IASINSCHI
and PUIU TRAIAN who were fighting over who should obtain
this money. '

4. TRIFA stated that FNU TOCULESCU and other
followers of SIMA concentrated in Argentina

and worked in the import and export business headed by
TOCULESCU. TRIFA stated that about two years ago,in 1953,
it was disclosed by Argentina authorities that TOCULESCU
was a fake businessman who got millions of dollars by
obtaining insurance premiums on sunken ships. TOCULESCU
would order merchandise from Europe and insure it in
Argentina, It was discovered that his agents, mostly
SIMA followers, in Europe would put on the ships sailing
from Europe not merchandise but stone, sand, etc. which
hed 1ittle value. In some way before the ships arrived
at their destination they would sink and TOCULESCU would
collect the insurance on merchandise which was never
actually sent. As evidence of the comnection between
TOCULESCU and SIMA, TRIFA pointed out that shortly after
the arrest of TOCULESCU some of the well known SIMA
followers, namely, MANOILESCU and SIMA himself, left

Argentina.
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5. Support from Catholic agencies and congregations
in Spain, France, Germany and Austris.

As support for this supposition,
TRIFA stated that large legionnaire groups were con-
centrating around the Catholic missions in these countries
which missions were interested in converting them to
Catholicism, however, were consciously or unconsclously
helping the legionnaire movement. TRIFA stated that
these missions were also interested in using converted
legionnaires as agents for the conversion of other
. Romanlans to Catholicism when Rumania 1s liberated. TRIFA
stated that he knew this personally from his connections -
with the Catholic monastery in Italy who at that time
was interested in converting the Rumsnians as individuals
or in groups with the above stated purpose in mind.

6. A rumor wds spread that during the early days
of the Communist occupation in Fumania a group

of SIMA followers headed by NICOLAE PETRASCU returned to
Rumania and made contact with the Communist Party with the
intention of saving all legionnaires through offering eventual
collaboration between the CP and the legionnaires. TRIFA
etated that from what has been heard outside Fumania, ANNA
PAUKER was personally interested in this plan. After some
months, however, it was learned that after making connections
with some legionnaire groups in Fumania this group headed by
PETRASCU, was arrested, One version, according to TRIFA, was
that” PETRASCU was doing it for money. A second was that 1t
was a 8incere attempt to save the lives of the leglionnaires,

7. To a small degree TRIFA stated that dome individuals
in BEurope receive money from refugees in the United

States and Canada who collect this money under the title "Help
for Reflugees". As an example TRIFA cited the case of ION SIMICIN,
whom he described as a SIMA follower., SIMICIN, according to
TRIFA has been extremely active in going to the Rumanian colonies
and contacting individuals and organizations for the purpose of
obtaining donations. TRIFA stated that he has been personally

H
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contacted on several occasions for the same purposs but
had never given anything to SIMICIN or anyone else. As
& result, he stated SIMICIN has become a bitter enemy
of his to the extent that in the Church Congreas in
Chicago in 1951 when TRIFA was elected Bishop, SIMICIN
had erisen, not as a delegate but as an observer, and
told the people present not to vote for TRIFA.
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HORIA SIMA AND CP INFILIRATION OF RoMANIAN LRON GUARD:

TRTFA atated ihet in his personal opinion,
HORTA SIMA was a paychopaih and & man looking for power and
could be considered am oppartuniat who would fight with whoever
could help him, Knouing his 1lust for power and headlines,
TRIFA stated that he woul:d ro: he surprised {f SIMA would
collaborate with the current CP dominatad Goverrnment in Rumania,
He statsd; howsver, <hat he a1l u3t bSelleve he would find many
followers among the Legiounairs mavemsnt because of the violent
anti-Cormunist background of the organization, He stated,
however, that there wore indi vidusls described by TRIFA as
desperadoes who were not able tao adjust themselves to the change
from the European to the United Statea enviromment and might
possibly follow SIMA sheould he collaborate,

TRIFA svated that he had checked, to the
best of his ability, individusls in the parishes under his
jurisdiction for any of these individuals, but was unable to
find eny factions which would indicate there was collaboration.
He stated that cthar than the approach which had been made by
ION SIMICIN for money to be sent to Europe, he had not been
approached by any other individuel., He stated that while visit-
ing various parishes on a routine tour, ne had been approached
by first name unknown, NOVAKOVSKI,. Editor of a mimeographed
paper entitled "Vers™ in Gary, Irdlana, by Colonel DAN IVANOVICH
in New York City, by RICOLI ILIE3CU in Cleveland, Ohlio, and
ARCHMANDRATE LUCACI 1in Akron, Ohio. about the possibility of the
church offering additicnal assistance to refugees from Rumania,
He pointed out that the Rumanian Eplscopate 1s a member of the
National Council 'of Churches in the United States which has a
gpecial section ralled World Church Services who hire men to
handle refugee probliems for each nationality group. For the
Rumanians, Colonel IVANOVICH 13 in the National organization and
the Eplscopate is represented by Father HARTZEGAN in New York
City, and 1t is through World Church Services that the Rumanian
Orthodox Church offers all possible asslstance to refugees.

He stated however that the reafugees coming over cannot be
screened as far as their backgrcund is conserned by the Rumanian
Orthodox Church because of the complex problema involved and

"the fact that the church hac no controi Gver these individuals,
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toi- artivit, for a long time
however he expresse iividuals who had not
stabilized thei: i ssceptiliie and stated that
Austris and Germary woula be Lhe mure soglecal countrles for
infiltration to take viamocr, He slse mentioned that Trieste,
Italy, because of the conlfussd atmesphers and the clese
proximity of this oity to Aust~i. and Rwrsmnia would be a logical
spot for such infiltratici:,
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It was pointed out to Eishop TRIFA that on
February 1, 1950, SIMA had published a beck  entitled
"Omul Now" {"New Man") and that this &s well as other publications
printed in i 935 through 194: were new being reprinted and being
distributed in the Uuited Stnles, South America and Europe.
TRIFA stated that lie hed never persopaily seern or read the book
but frem reviews which he: has rssd in the sxile press, he has
noted that SIMA was sever.ly criticized ror his ideological
conceptions which ware cxpounded irc this publication, As to the
other publicaticns now being reprinted and dlstributed, TRIFA
stated that there ars grotwuly looat sioups wnlch read these
papers, He staoted thatcknowing the chsracteristics of the
Rumanian people, whenever three or more indlv dualsz get together
they form a parbty and put out & publicstlon., He astated that all
publications of Rumsnians in exile are sent to the United States
in the hope of obtaining subscriptions because of the value of
the United States dollar &n Europa. THRIFA stated that he has
personally never subscriled te any ot thes¢ publications, but
that the church does exchange their paper "Solia" for others.
He stated he knew publications wers being sent which were not
exchange papers, aund poliitad out thav St, Dumitru parish in
New York Cliy has a cerntar of distsitution for literary books
but he did not porgernsily hrw the ramas of all of the publica-
tiong distitbuted, Ho szetod tin fockz: were glso distributed

by parishioners fn faci. Iiliate,
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1 that  hw nad also received
packages from Cleau-antg < ru {rowe sn unidentified city in
Texag, but did not kriow wha . thess bocoks, He further
stated that he did nat lmuw who was in charge of distribution
Trom New Yori City but. that Father HARTZEGAN Iin New York City
did know,

RUMANTAN ORTHODCX CHUHRCH FATILERS

Riea

;> TRIFA :tuted that in 1951, after his
electicn ar Blshop in Chiusgo. Iilinofls: on July 4, 1951, pre-
parations wsre madr for the Ufpsesratisi to be held in Youngstown,
Ohio, cn Thankezi fie sisiad chat this Consecration

£

u'r«

tetore the Consecration, word
vsi- that LEONTI was 111 and
NRVE suewsy . that LEONTL was not
111 but did not des -ooevtend for political ressons. TRIFA
stated that an invear ,;aticn wa2 then fnstitated by his group

to learn why, and it was digcoverzd that the group headed by
Bishop ANDRIE MOLDOVAN lisd personally gone to LEONTI and told
him that because of TRIFA's barkground he should not be con-
secrated Bishop and thet if LECNTI was interecsted in the truth,
he should telephore the Dupartment of Justizs (INS) in New

York City. This was dcra by LEONT] and he was told that no
informaticn couid be furuished over the teSaphone, A delegation
was then sent by LEONTI ta Immicration and Naturalization at
New York Clty where ther wh\n"e1 certain luformation and,

based on this fnfirmsttizn. 7 Pored ¢ to offfciate at the
Consecrution Yacau<e nhe aid tesf - v counsecpygte a person
who would doon be drtag i,

Orthodox Chur Vh" A%

was received by thie

could not atient, I
ir
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) At this pcint, Blshep TRIFA presented to
SA BOWSER and SE CAZAN a newspaper artvicle published in the
Rumanian language in the periodical "Tribuna" ("The Tribune")
edited and published by NICHOLAE N. MARTIN av Detroit, Michigan,
issue of January, 1952, Volume III, Numbter 3, Thils article
reflects that NICHOLAE MARTIK, Fatner MCGA and Father GLICHERIE
MORARU went to the office of Bishop LEONTI on Tuesday, November
13, with the intention of urmassking TRIFA and Reverend IOAN (JOHN)
TRUTZA. This article furthsr refiects that NICHOLAE MARTIN
pointed out tu Blshop LEONTI that Bishop TRIFA was undor inves-
tigation by the United States Govermment and furnished to Bishop
I.Egm the telephone nuzmber of the Department of Juatice (INS)
where he could call vc¢ verify this information, This article
i1s three pages long and it sets forth in compleite detell the
action takgn by the group headed by NICHOLAZ MARTIN and is
signed NIGOLAE NEXMTU MARTIN, (Ezhitit F), <

As a result of Bishop LEONTIt's refusal to
Consecrate him as Bishop, TRIFA with his lawyer, identified as
e man named STRANGWARD from Cleveland, Ohio, Reverenc HARTZEGAN,
who acted as an interpreter, and WALTER MUSTA of Cleveland,
went to INS, New York and offered to clear up the allcgations
made against him, by the MOLDOVAN group composed of Reverend
MCLDOVAN and NIGOLEE MARTIN; that they had received information
from INS concerning pending legislation against TRIFA., TRIFA
stated that INS was advised by them that the MOLDOVAN group
claimed that they had obtained information.from INS which
had been given to Bighop LEONTI, TRIFA stated that the INS
officiaels, names unrecalled, stated that it was not poasible
for LEONTI to have obtained such information from them, but
they did advise him (TRIFA) that they had a filo on him and
offered him thé opportunity to make any clarifying statements
he desired, As a result of this offer, TRIFA statsd he remained
two or three days in New York and answered any questions whioch
" they asked, plus making an additional statement, To TRIFA's
knowledge, none of this information which he furnished INS was
given to the MOLDOVAN group, TRIFA stated that INS expressed
a gomeral interest in the Leglonnaire movement, but were
primarily interested in his own general activities, such as
addresses, employments in Europe and the United States, etc,

TRIFA stated that he had also b een asked
by INS 1f he had ever besn engeged in any movement or activities

\~
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hogtile to the Uni:ed Stares, He statsd that he had answered

no and that he had never vesn in the military service, TRIFA
further stated at thia tima v 5\ BOWSER and SE CAZAN that he
never belonged to 8 mcovement ~r adhered tc a movement which was
either directly c¢r indirectsy Irimlizi 1¢ the interest of the

Uni ted Siates, TRIFA emphaticaily stated that he did not try to
become involived in any activitles wnich he considered hostile to
the United States and that as events wurned out in Rumania, he
had nothing to do with them, Ar this point, TRIFA was questioned
as to the spesches which he had made wherein he satd "We are
marching with Rome and 3Berlin, We must understand that if wpe

let this moment escape us we =all have lost it for centuries

to come,™ and polinted out that this spesvh was made in the early .
part of 1941, whereas the United States had not entered the war
with Germany and the axis powers until Dscember of 1941, He
agaln stressed the pcint that zithsough he made this speech, he
was not in agreement with it ard had done it under duress,

TRIFA ststed tha® before arrangements were
again made a second time for his fonsscraticn, a letter was
sent by Father MOGA and Bizhcp ANDRIE MOLDOVALIY to METROPOLITAN
IOAN in Bala Cynwyd, wh< subtsequentiy performed the consecration,
requesting him to refrain i;um performing such an act, At this
point, Bishop TRIFA presen<ed vo SA BOWSER and SE CAZAN a
photostatic copy of the letler sbove mentioned. This letter
signed by Bishop ANDRELI and Reverand -Father PETER MOGA castigates
ths name of Bishop TRIFA ard sets torth certaln statements
regarding his background and participation in the rebeltlon in
Bucharsst In Januwary, L4t ,. as weil as making the statement that
he had been excommunicated froem the church, A posit script after
the signature of the ahove two individuals states, "We are asking
you to kindly stop any action to ordain Mr, TRIFA as a Rumanian
Bishop., If you want to {ind out exectly what we have stated
above, please contact the Deparsment of Justice, Imuigrsetion
Division, New York, or METRCPOLI''AN LEONTY who did try to
ordein TRIFA, alsc, but after coatacting the Department of
Justice refused to do so." (Exhibvit G),

ALLEGATIONS AND ACCUSATIONS ACAINST 1HIFA

s.anive o arcosations which heve been made
agalnst him, Blekwn TRIFA :21ei that ons of the most damaging
wes a oroadcast mals b7 o4

SALTIN W SCUELL on Saptember 1O, 1951,
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Phoﬁostats of the statemanze ude by WINTHELL were distributed
by Bishop MOLDOVAlN's group and in ihs newspaper "Romanul American'
to thousands of Rumanians #.! <ver the United States.,

"Remanu:t Amccicnn”™ has been described as a
Rumanian publication printed ixn Detroit which closely follows the
CP 1line and which 18 CP dominat--d aund -controlled,

This stotement accerding to TRIFA, sald that
he was a Germarn war criminei:. He zilgted that tetters were also
sent along with this photosivar signed by Reverend PETER MOGA to
all parishes in the Rumanisn churcih and slsc to the Russian
parishes, This ietter asked for help in stopping the consecra-
tion of TRIFA as a Bisghop by Bishop LEONTI, and alleged that
TRIFA was in the high command of the Hitler Iron Guard and was
responsible as the leader of the 1941 rebellicn for massacres
throughout Rumenia of thousands of Jews and Christians, It
also alleges that he tried to reorganizs ten thousand Iron
Guardist refugees in the Urdted States, Plctures of bodies of
people alleged to have ULeer kilied in the riots of January 21,
1941, also accompanied this letter and the photostat of
WINCHELL's broadcast, To refute thisz silegation TRIFA stated
that he attempted 1o zontact WALTER WINCHELL the week following
the troadcast through Fatlier YARTZEGAN in Hew York City, but
was advised that WINCHELL was not avellable to discuss the
charges. TRIFA stated that his lawyer, STRANGWARD, then wrote
a letter to WINCHELL reguesting an explanation, No answer was
received. The Americeyn Broadcazting Company was then requested
to furnish copies of rtue browm :t by Hre RUDI NAN, a member of
the Episcopate Ccancil and re:<ivad er answer on September 18,
1951, from ABC over the signature of PAUL T, SCHEFFELS, News and
Speclial Events, Agsistant to ths Vice President, advising that
coples of WINCHELL's scripts were not available for general
distrivution,

At this peirv, Bishop TRIFA displayed to
SA BOWSER and SE CAZAN a copy of the above answer from ABC,
Father HARTZEGAN was agein contecred and then personally went
to ABC and advised them of thie atetemerts made by WINCHELL and
threatened them with a law sult ¢r siander, Inp answer, ABC
wrote HARTZEGAN on September 1§, i951, over the signature of
PAUL T. SCHEFFELS end sdviszed vhat the scriptn of the broadcast
on September 10, 19%5i, of WIKCHELL hac besn checked by SCHEFFELS
personally and that no mentlon of TRIFA's rame could be found,
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TRIFA stated that he then wrote from the
office ol the Egiscopate to WALTER WINCHELL and offered him a
documentation of his (TRIFA's) past life and offered to furnish
any other infcrmaution neceasary. He polnted out that over
ten thousend copiesr of the WINCHELL statement had been distributed
witl: the above acntioned pictures and was very damaging to the
name and reputsiion of TRIFA and requesting a retraction from
WINCHELL, TRIIA stated that he received no answer,

it this point, TRIFA stated a conference was
1neld with hiz lawysr at which time a law suit was discussed,
TRIFA stated that he was for such a sult but because his lawyers
were doubtful usbout winning such a suit in view of WINCHELL's
past reccrd of nevsr having lost ons; the lack of funds to fight
such a suit, zanud the fact that the diocese was at that time
involved in a carso with ANDRIE MOLDOVAN, it was decided that no
sult should be started, After this decision was made, circulars
were sent tc the various parishes and priests attempting to
clarify the matter and a book setting forth TRIFA's canonical
background was published., At this point, Bishop TRIFA furnished
to SA BOWSER and SE CAZAN the above mentioned book entitled .
"The Canonical Status of the Rumanian Orthodox Episcopate of
Americe.” ({«xhiblt H),

~ Other charges, according to TRIFA, have been
made by Reveveuod MOHARU and Bishop MOLDOVAN, but TRIFA stated in
view of the fact that approximately $25,000,00 had been apent
in the Episcopats's sult against MOLDOVAN and that the time of
TRIFA and the Z::iscepate had also baen spent on these suits, it
wag decided by the Jouncil, TRIFA and others that i1t was about
time some of this money and time was spent on the Episcopate.
As a consequenre, for the past two years, TRIFA stated the
Episcopate has not bothered to answer these charges nor to go
into court unless suit was brought by others and it was necessary
to defend themsgelves,

. TRIFA wag questioned about charges made in
a booklet entitled “"Chemarea™ .pages 2l and 27, in an article
entitled "A1 Mintit Domnule Trifa® written by N, S. GOVORA
("You Lied ¥r. Trifa"), in which GOVORA sets forth certain
charges aguinst TRIFA and it concludes by challenging TRIFA to
sue nim and stetes "The new vicar agserted before the Congress
(church congrega) that he was a nationalist only at the age of
20 and that for a period of twelve years which he spend abroad

- 36 -

.
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he did not engage in politics, Is this not a bald 1lie?” TRIFA
stated that he d1d not read the article which was republished

in MOLDOVAN's paper "Tribuma® in January, 1952, and did not
answer the charges because he did not feel he could teke the

time or gpend the money to bring such a suit., TRIFA claimed that
this was one of MOLDOVAN's tactics to involve him in law suits.

v TRIFA was then questioned about an article
snt.tled "For the Information of all Rumanian-Americans™ appeering
in the publication "Credentia®™ in October, 1953, challenging
TRIFA to answer twenty-five questions pertaining to hls backe
ground and activities, TRIFA stated that he never bothered to
answer these charges because efforts were constantly being made
by the MOLDOVAN group to involve him in disputes and court
actions and he did not have elther the time or money to fignt
all of these allegations, He stated that this 1s one reasson
vwhy his paper "Solia", with a few exceptions, never used space
to make attacks on others. TRIFA admlitted that these charges
were also expensive to the MOLDOVAN faction but pointed out that
they did not have the parishes to visit nor the expenses of
maintalning the Vatra that he did. He stated that they obtalned
money from some sources and had also recelved one million lea
from Rumania which money was used for unknown purposes,

TRIFA was questioned relative to the rumor
that was circulated shortly after his election as Bishop that
he had come to the United States as & church leader to promote
coertain plans., e pointed out that no such rumors were circulated
before his election as Bishop but only after 1t became pudlic
knowledge that he was e candidate for and ultimately elected as
Bishop., He stated that when he came te the Unlted States, he
only wanted to lead a quiet life, He stated that he then saw
the action being taken by MOLDOVAN, whom he described as a
Conmunist Bishop and wrote in "Solia™ with Reverend TRUTZA
opposing MOLDOVAN, He stated that he did not want to become a
prisst or bishop but was nominated by the Church Council,  He
stated that he then dvbated whether to accept this nomination
for a period of months and finally declded that though he may
not have been the best qualified man for the job, since there
were no other candidates, he would accept the nomination and
continue the fight against MOLDOVAN,

- 37 -
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TRIFA stated that Reverend TRUTZA, who
was one of the leaders of the Rumanian people in the United
States, wanted a solution to the church problem, but considered
himself too old to continue as President of the Church Council,
He, after knowing TRIFA at "Solie®™ told TRIFA that he was the
logical man for the job but left the final declision up to TRIFA,
TRIFA stated that after his election he made the s tatement that
in his Eplscopate no politics would be allowed and that this
Eplscopate would not deal in political actions, He stated that
as a result of thlis statement, one of the big oppositions to his
nomination came from the Rumanian National Committee in
Washington, D, G,, whose members such as CONSTANTIRE VISOIANU,
GUSTI POPA and ALEXANDRU CRETIANU and others were used to the
idea of having Bishops of their own choice elected, They spread
rumors that he had plans to use the Episcopate for his own
ambitions, such as becoming Patriarch of Rumania,

As to whether TRIFA would go to Rumsania as
Patriarch if the political situation in that countrz changed,
he stated that it would depend on his legasl status (whethsr a
citizen or not of the United States) in the United States and he
further stated that he would have to think several times befors
returning to Europe. He stated that he had made & Declaration
of Intention to beccme & Upnlted States cltizen twenty days after
coming to the Unlted States and that he intended to apply for
citizenship as soon as he had completed five years residence in
this country and was legally able to do so, He stated that should
his citizenship be granted and he were offered the position of
Patriarch, he would consider accepting the position L{f hs would
ve able to maintain his citiszenship in the United States and
merely act in Rumania in a chureh capacity, .

. TRIFA was questioned relative to the speech
he made at the Church Congress where he was elected Bishop
whereln he stated "Pertaining to my life and activities, I will
give an account to the American authorities, to the Churpgh .
Congress of Chicago and to my oconsoimos, The newspaper "8oliatl
has a much higher duty than that of allowing Ltself to be
dragged to this attack by those who are unable to do anything
constructive," He admitted that this was one of his speeches
but stated that he had left all contacts with his attorneys
and on occasion had gone to Washington, He stated, however,
that he did not know what approach to make, having the thought
in mind that bhis lawyers would handle any necessary contacta,.

- 38 -
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He svarcd that the publication which he had put out entitled
"Communiat Attempts to Gain Control Over American Church
Organizatiors™ published by the Public Relations Office of the
Rumanian Orthodox Episcopate of America had been furnished to
the FBI in Washington and that he had in his possession an
acknowledging letter from Mr, HOOVER., He stated that this
publication was sent approximately one and one~half to two years
ago and was under the impression that the FBI went to the
people whom they were interested in. He ztated that he was

sure that his lawyer, STRANGWARD, had contacted the FEI in
Washington about TRIFA's general problema and he (TRIFA) felt
that the FBI was investigating him and could not understand
why he had not teen personally contacted, but felt certain that
eventually he would be called, At this point, Blshop TRIFA
furnished to SA BOWSER and SE CAZAN the above mentioned publica-
tion which he claimed was sent to the Bureau in Washington.
(Exhivit I),

ALLEGATIONS RE CP ACTIVITIES;

Bishop TRIFA when questioned relative to the
possible CP connections of Blishop ANDREI MOLDOVAN and the MOLDOVAN.
faction of the Rumanian Orthodox Church, stated that he has no i
proof that they are members of the CP or belong to any subversive
group but personally feels that they are welcome tools in the
hands of the Communists in Rumania, He stated that they disrupt
the general 1lives of the Rumanien people in the United States
and he feels that they were put here to indirectly spread
propaganda and that MOLDOVAN'!'s safe return from Rumania could be
uged as proof of freedom of religion in Rumania. He stated that
MOLDOVAN receivea support from leftist groups in the United
States, which support comes mostly from independent groups and
societies who have soclialistic inclinations. These groups gave
support to MOLDOVAN even before his Consecration as Bishop and
upon his return from Rumania they rallied around him and became
members of some of MOLDOVAN's independent parishes, He stated
that these people are currently contributing some money to
MOLDOVAN and supporting his parishes,

CURREHT STATUS OF RUMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH IN AMERICA :

TRIFA stated that Reverend GEORGE ZMED's
father; wno was an American citizen, attempted to bring ZMED to

-39 -
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Anzrica bsiore the Comnunist Governm nt took over in sumania

as a parish priest in Chicago. TRIFA stated that he suddenly
haard that ZMED was coming to the United States and would t ake
over a parish in Chicago, which was made up of leftist elements.
Because MCLDOVAN was assisting ZMED 1n coming to thls country,
ZMEDYs father sald he should joln MOLDOVAN's group, About six
monthes after his arrival, TRIFA stated that he desired to find
out (1) what his future plans were, and (2) to inform him about
the current church situation in the United States. As a result,
he sent & representative in the person of Reverend SURDUCAN,

a former school mate of ZMED, to visit him in Chicago. SURDUCAN
informed ZMED of the situation emphasizing the fact that if he
was in opposition to the leadership of the church in Rumania,

he should join TRIFA's group and assured ZMED that since he was
in the United States, he should feel free to express his senti-
ments, ZMED., according to TRIFA, did not commit himgelf in any
way at that time, but about six months to a year later,
officially joined MOLDOVAN's group and became Editor of MOLDOVAN's
offfcial publication "Credentia®™., TRIFA stated that he indireotly
learned through unrecalled sources that ZMED, prior to his’
departure for the United States, completed a six month course in
re-education and re-indoctrination, which had been given to
other priests in Rumania since the Communists had taken over,

From an official publication from the church
in Rumania, TRIFA stated he found out that this was correct
because of sn attempt on the part of the Rumanian Patriarch
and the Govermment to make the clergy acquainted with the present
prutlems and ideals of the Rumanian Republic, He stated that it
had also been brought to his attention that since ZMED joined
the MOLDOVAN group, he had been acting as an advisor of
MOLDOVAN and as such. had been advising MOLDOVAN on some of the
new methods which he ahould follow, TRIFA stated that at no
time has ZMED made any approach to him or his group,

When questioned about the situation now
with IOWESCU being consecrated by METROPOLITAN PUIU, TRIFA
sctated that when IONESCU firat came to the United States in 1947
from Paris, Prance, he wag sponsored by OPREANU, Reverend MORARU,
Reverend MIHALTEAN and NIGODLBEMARTIN with the understanding
that L5 he had been made Bishop he would make the ' :
above mentioneda group life time administrators of the Epliscopate,
Te substantiate this allegation, TRIFA stated that there was an
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Aoraemsnt ~igrscl by tne above indlviduals which among other
tiinps atates as feitows: "I elected Bishop and entrusted
#ith ail the ripgnts due to me as such, I unconditionally pledge
L maintaia unchanged the present administration of the '
Bpiscapats without any change. I promise to select immediately
2fter m3 cinsecration Reverend Stefan Opreanu as vicar bishop”.
Signs Yarchmandrate Doctor Teofll Ionescu, Witnessed: N, N.
Martin and Alexandu Suciu, July 4, 1947." This statement,
acnording to TRIFA, appears in the Anniversary Album of the
Bumardan Grti.:dox Eviscopate of America printed in 1954 entitled
“Album Aidversar™. This publication was displayed to SA BOWSER
and SE CAZAN at this time, :

TRIFA stated that in view of the fact that
this sesrei agreement came to the attention of some of the
delegutes of the Church Congress held July 4, 1947, IONESCU was
not elected as Bishop but was made pregldat of the Council of the
Episcopate, which pcsition he held for about six months when he
resigned and later Father TRUTZA took over as President of the

- . Council, IONESCU was then elected parish priest at St. Simon

Church in Highland Park, Michigan, where he acted as such until
he returned tce Paris, France in November, 1954, He was there
consecrated as Bishop on December 26, 1954, by METROPOLITAN PUIU
and twy Russian Bishops in a Russian church chapel. IONESCU
returnsd to Pavis at the request of Reverend BOLDEANU, who is
elsgo a friend of PUIU and of HOREA SIMA,

. when quesgtioned as to what the situation
Would e whan LONESSU returned to the United States, as 1s
rumcred, TRIFA stated that he was walting until the Episcopate
Council meets when the IONESCU problem would be presented,

Ho stated that one of the problems involved in this case was
whether IONESCU would agree to come under the jfurisdiction of
another Bishop namely PUIU., If he did, he would then be
consldersd out of the jurisdiction of the Rumanian Orthodox
Eriscopate of America. Another question which presented itself
was the Canonical legality of IONESCU's consecration., He stated
In thiy respect, that if it was true PUIU had been defrocked
by the Humenian Synod, then he had no authority to perform the
uet of consscratvion, however, if PUIU took the same position
85 thut taken Ly the Humanian Orthodox Episcopate in 1951 of
not recogndzing the Kumanian Synod, because of lts affiliation
w“ith the prasent Rumenisn regime, then PUIU would be within his
rightz to sssums tris position and not recognize his defrocking
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by the Rumanian Synod and could thus consecrate IONESCU, TRIFA
stated, howsver, that as yet, PUIU has mever clearly stated hia
position in regards to the Rumanien Synod and by recognizing
ithe consecration of MOLDOVAN by the Rumanisn Synod as he has
dona. PUTU undoubtedly recognizes the act of the Rumanian Synod
and would thus have to recognize his own defrocking by this
group, :

TRIFA stated that he has in his possession
a petition which was submitted by MOLDOVAN while in Humania
for his consecration to the Rumanian Patriarch JUSTINIAN
requesting the Patriarch to elevate IONESCU as Personal Viecar
Bishop to MOLDOVAN, According to TRIFA, this request was
personally turried down by the Patriarch, TRIFA stated that one
of IONESCU!'s personal plans has been to create a Rumanian
Orthodox Synod of Biships in exile, This idea was made known
to the Church Council of Bishop TRIFA which met in July, 1954,
however, it was not discussed, TRIFA stated that this 1deg -
though theoretically feasible from a practical point of view,
would meet with certain obstacles, namely: (1) such Synod must
be formed of several Bishops and Rumanian Orthodox Church in
America is not financially able to support more than one Bisghop.
The only other alternative as segn by TRIFA would be to form a
Synod which would be composed of-all other Orthodox Bishops in
America, Such an arrangement would presently and in the future
avoid or eliminste the problem of having the church members,
as American citizens, and tHe Canonical heads of the church
located in different countries. This idea would go so far as
to eventually have a Patriarch for the Orthodox Churchs of the
United States, AL the beginning of 1951, while still Editor
of the paper "Solia™ TRIFA stated he wrote to VASARIAN PUIU
and asked him 1f he would be inclined to come to the Unl ted
States to act as head of the Rumanian Orthodox Church of
America. TRIFA stated that PUIU replied that he could not
come to the United States without the corsent of MOLDOVAN, who
was canonically consecrated by the Rumanian Synod,

) Under the present conditions, TRIFA stated
that though ne could not speak for the Church Congress, he
did not belisve the Congress would accept the church head
being out of the Unlted States, He stated that he believes
PUIU i3 presently being strongly influenced by the people
surrounding him, many of these people being members of the
Legionnaire movement and of doubtful character, TRIFA stated
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that he Lelleves that one of these individuals is BOLDEANU,

who was formerly a member of the Iron Guard movement and who
attempted to come to the United States in 1954 as & memier of
PULU?s staff, TRIFA stated that at this time, he had advised
PU1U thut BOLDEANU -would probably be persona-non-grata to -

the Unfited States authorities and would derinitely be 80 to the

Church Congress.
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CORRESPONDENCE OF TRIFA AND PARISH MATTERS :

" Relative to correspondence which he has had
with individuals in the United States and other parts of the
world, TRIFA claimed that the majority of his correspondsnce
was on church matters, He stated that the only support which
he had received from any element of the Iron Guard or the
Mexican Faction thereof came from the parishes after his
consecration as Bishop in the form of letters of fellicitation
and congratulations, He stated that he had received in this
respeot letters from the parish in Argentina, which has Iron
Guard members in 1t, He stated that this parishis still
under his jurisdiction, He stated that he has received
greetings at Christmas time and Easter from ILIE GARNERATA
but has never received any other corresrondence, He stated
that he never wrote to GARNEATA because he was only interested
in refugee groups as members of his parish, and GARNEATA was not
a member but was a Catholle convert,

TRIFA stated that he has also received letters
from MILE LEFTER, who was Yresident of the Council of
Churches, and who corresponded in an official capacity.

He stated that this correspondence occurred four or five
times a year as officers of the perishes were elected and re-
ceived by the Episcopate, according to Episcopate law,

TRIFA stated that to his Ilmowledge there
were no officials under his jurisdiction who were currently
members of the Legionnaire Movement, but believed that
in the past there were probably members although he could
not recall any names,

" TRIFA stated that STEFAN PALAGHITA was a
priest in one of his parishes until his death in 1951 vhen,
on the request of the parish, Reverend BORIS ARICIUC was
canonically approved to administer the spiritual matters,
TRIFA stated that this individual was born in Rumania
and was approved though he was a membeir of the Ukrainian

Church,

Relative to other correspondence, TRIFA stated
that he has received letters and psmphlets which were sent to all
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parishes in the United States and that he had been attacked

by TON PROTOPOPESCUWho semt circulars to all parishes shortly
after TRIFA's consecration, TRIFA stated that he did not xnow
the reason for this attack but believed 1t was possib.a.y because
this i{ndividual was a SIMA follower.

TRIFA stated that he had read in soms publication
that Professor GRIGORIE MANOILESQU was in one of the Argentine
parishes but was now in Germany, He stated that this individual
was editor of a literary publication and had heard that ho wag
a supporter of SIMA,

Relative to other parlshes in South America,
TRIFA stated that under his jurisdiction was & new parish,
the Three Hiarchs, formed in 1954 4in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
This parish asked for canonical approval, which was obtained
through the activities of Colonel EDWARD RESSEL and that
ANCHIDIM USIERU was now being oconsidered as the parish
priest, TRIFA stated that because of lack of funda neither
he (USIERU) or TRIFA could travel and that TRIFA bad advised
USIERU to wait and eventually he would come to Brazil and
consecrate him., TRIFA stated, however, that METROFOLITAN
TUDOROVICI was making a tour and that TRIFA had granted him
the right to consecrate USIZRU, He stated that this was done
in August 1954, TRIFA stated that RESSEL was formerly en
aid to the late Queen MARY, of Rumania, He stated that he
gid not know whethor this parish had any Iron Guard members
n ’.t.

Relative to MILE LEFTER, a former strong
member of the Iron Guard being President of one of the
parishes in Argentina, TRIFA stated that he had not become
perturbed because: (1) In church affairs it is folt
that whoover is elected by the parish i1s good for the
parish; and (2) He stated that the church policy was that
their doors were open to everyone unless they believed them
to be members ¢f a subversive slement, and that it was
church policy to Judge only who was subversive to the

church,
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TRIFA continued that he also had St.
Constantin and Helen Parish in London, Ontario, where
Reverend FLORIAN GALDAU was the priest. In Canada TRIFA
stated there was a parish in Flintoff, Seskatchewan, where
DANIAL MAXIME had served as parish priest for about 30 years,
He stated that another one of the parishes under his juris-
diction in Canada was headed by Reverend NICOLAE ZELEA, He
stated that ZELEA came to Canada in asbout 1951 but that he
{TRIFA) had never personally met ZELEA either before or since
his arrival in Canada and had never heard that ZELEA was a

" legionneire.

TRIFA stated that the church does not have the
facilities to investigate backgrounds of all of their memhers
but assymed that if an Individual was permitted to enter '
the country that he is all right,

TRIFA stated that in an official capacity
he receives correspondence from refugees sll over the world
but had no way of knowing whether these individuals were
mambers of.the Legion. He stated the Eplscopate recelves
requests for funds, books from the Episcopate and on one
occaslon had received a request from the Center for Research
for $1,000,00 per month to keep the Center going., TRIFA
stated, however, that the Episcopate did not contribute
as they were financially unable to do so. -

TRIFA advised further that he also receives
correspondence on occasion from Burope from BOLDEANU and
TOFESCT, who were both menbers of the Iron Guard, Several
yoars ago he heard from VIRGIL PARVANESCU, who is in Paris,
Prance; from LEON FEGRUZZI - Paris; from DUMITRU ANZAR in
Germany; from GHEORGHE IONESCU  Trieste, Italy; and almost
daily from other foreign countries,

) He stated that he also receives the following
gublications: *Vatra® from Germany as an exchange for "Solia;"
Bire™ from Parlss "Vestitorii® from Austria; "Carpatil®
from Spain; and on an irregular basis: "Chemarea" from Spain;
"Cuprlerul" from Paris; "Patria" from Germany; aend others
names unrecalled,
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TRIFA stated he 13 personally acquainted
with CONSTANTINE DRAGAN and mot with him in June 1954,

) _He stated that he had first heard of
DRAGAN and knew him as a businessman in Italy, and that
DRAGAN visited with him ebout the end of June 195k while
DRAGAN was visiting the United States with an Italian
Market Research Group.

He stated that DRAGAN was driven to the Vatra
at Grass Lake, Michigan, by an unidentified individual and
discussed with him at the Vatra the posaible strengthening
of the ties of the Rumanian Orthodox Church and the Humanian
Catholic Church in America, )

TRIFA stated he had questioned DRAGAN asa
to whether he had & special mission in this connection in
the United States but hed bsen advised that thid was a personal
wish of DRAGAN because he felt that by strengtening the
relations of the Churches, the Rumanians would be better
able tc¢ fight Communism, to which TRIFA had replied that no
gpacial relationz were necessary becsuse Communism was being
fought by both Churches and that as for the cool relations
between the Churches, he felt it was up to the Rumanian
Catholic Chwrch to extend their hand and that the Orthodox
Church would be receptive, :

DRAGAN then, according to TRIFA, invited
him to accspt an invitation with the President of the
Unicn and League to attend a celebration of Emperor
TRAINAN's ¢onquest of Dacla to be held during the summer
of 1954 in Spain, TRIFA refused this invitation on the
basis that his participation would be damaging to the
interests of the Orthodox Church, the festivities being held
in a Catholic country with a group of Rumanians in exile,
mostly converted to Catholicism, TRIFA stated this celebration
was held but that the motives behind the celebration were no

known to him, :

TRIFA stated that he believed that FEKETE,
President of the Union and League, Reverend TRUTZA, of
Cieveland, Ohio, and Reverend HATEZGAN, of New York City,
had also been contacted by DRAGAN and requested to particie
pate in this celebration.
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TRIFA stated that at no time during his
discussion with DRAGAN did DRAGAN ever mention the
posaibility of establishing a radio station in the United
States or Cenada and that he did not mention the names
of any other individuals whom he was going to visit while
in the United States, and at no time did he mention
ION ( JOHN) SIMICIN,

He further stated that he had met DRAGAN
in the evening before DRAGAN's visit to the Vatra for dinner.
In explaining how this meeting came about, TRIFA stated
that he was at St, George Cathedral in Detroit and had been
called by DRAGAN, At this time he was prepering to
leave for the Vatra and had gone by the Fort Shelby Hotel
at DRAGAN's requoast where he had had a hurried dinner with
DRAGAN and had given him instructions on how to get to the

Vatra,

At this time DRAGAN had told him about the
Itelian Market Research mission coming from Italy and
had seemed very proud of his personal financial successes,
TRIFA stated that he had previously heard, while he (TRIFA)
was in Italy that DRAGAN had glven money to TOADER IORAS
end OCTAVEAN ROSU, He astated that he did not know why this
money had been given but did know that ell of these
individusls were from the Banat reglon of Rumania and that
ROSU was a close friend of DRAGAN, alsc of HOREA SIMA,
He stated that he belleved the possibility existed, although
he had no proof, that DRAGAN wes still financially backing HOREA

SIMA and the RIG,

TRIFA stated that he believed DRAGAN made
most of his money during and shortly following World War
II, but that he did not know what countries DRAGAN was
currently doing business with., He steted that DRAGAN
had mentioned to him that he was interested in gettiing
beatter acquainted with United States business methods and
with improving business relations with the United States,
but that at no time had he questioned TRIFA regarding succese-
ful Rumanian businessmen in the United States, )
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TRIFA stated that at no time during his
convexsation with DRAGAN had DRAGAN mentioned the possi-
bility of bringing more refugees to the United States,

INDIVIDUALS KNOWN BY TRIFA:

NICOLT MALAXA . . - o

TRIFA stated that he had met MALAXA only once
in his iife on a soclal occasion in a church in Bucharest,
Rumania, in 1940 and that he had never corresponded vith
MALAXA or his office in the United States and that MALAXA
had never contributed anything to TRIFA personally or to
the Episcopate, He stated it was possible that MALAXA
had contributed at an unidentified parish in Europe bdut that
he (TRIFA) had never heard of such & thing, He stated that
he had heard that MALAXA had had some sort of monopoly
in the Rome Arms Industry, which had been given to him by
King CAROL. Diring the ANTONESCU Regime MALAXA had become
involved in the economic policies of the Government which
policles were designed to nationalize the big Rumanian
industries to save them from German domination., In order
to save his industry, TRIFA had heard that he had approached
the Legionnaire Movemeut because ANTORESCU was a personal
enemy of MALAXA and desired to eliminate MALAXA's influence,
TRIFA stated that MALAXA thus desired to get the support of
the Leglonnaires und play them against ANTONESCU, For unknown
reascns he did not succeed,

TRIFA stated that MALAXA then approached the
German occupation forces and offered them shares in his
enterprises but that because it was at this time the revolu-
tion started, TRIFA did not know what the outcome of this
approach was,

TRIFA stated that to his knowledge DRAGAN
naever mentioned MALAXA to him during their contact when
DRAGAN was in the United States,
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IORDAN CARAIVAN ,

TRIFA stated that he knew this individual as
a student at. Charlotinburg Technicel Institute in Berlin
when he was a student at this school. Hes stated that he did
not know when CARAIVAN left Rumania but had later received
word that he was a member of an unidentified church in
Philadelphia, TRIFA stated that on a visit to Fhiladelphia
he moet CARAIVAN and was advised that he was married and
that other than a few family troubles, things were fine,

TRIFA stated that he did not ses CARAIVAN
vhen he visited Philadelphia in 1954 and imew nothing
about his background, He stated that he did not lmow whether
thir individual was a member of the Iron Guard Movement at
the time he knew him in Berlin but believed that this
was possible,

STRAVE CUTUMINA ...

. TRIFA stated that he did not know where he
first met this individual but the mem was known to him from:
Rumania. He stated that he met this individual two or three
timen in Rome, Italy, where he was a refugee and later hearmd
that he was an immigrant to the United States., He stated
that this individual'!s name has not as yet appoared on any of
the church parish liasts so he does not know anything about his
activities in the United States and that discussions which he
had with this individual in Italy were of a general nature,
H;Mgid not know whether CUTUMINA was a follower of

S .

TRIFA stated that this individual wes at
Berkenbrick and was a‘strong supporter of BIMA, He stated
that he did not know what happened to SMULTEA after he
- left the concentration camp but later heard from him in
New York City, On a visit by TRIFA at New York City in
1953 he stated that he heard SMULTEA was on Ellis Island and
TRIFA was urged by a group of active refugee women to help him,
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He steted that he inquired about SMULTEA from Reverend
HATZZGAN and was told that HATZEGAN was following the case.

TRIFA stated that he later received a letter
from SMULTEA in 1953 or 1954 asking support from the
Episcopate, TRIFA stated that he advised SMULTEA that the
Eplscopate would keep in touch with authorities and that he
should have hope and that he recently heard that SMULTEA
was released from Ellis Island and was seeking work in New
York City.

TRIFA stated that Reverend HATZEGAN had told
him that SMULTEA had no longer any connections with the Iron
Guard Movement or with HOREA SIMA,

STEFAN POPESCU

TRIFA stated that he met this individual in
Italy as a refugee on one or two of his viaits to Fome and
later heard that he was married to a Scandinavian girl,
TRIFA stated that he heard no more about POPESCU until efter
he (TRIFA) arrived in the United States, He stated that at .
this time he received a letter from POPESCU who was in & militsry
school in Indians and requested that TRIFA send him an English
tranglation book, He stated he hoped to open an unidentifisd
business., He atated that about one year later POPESCU came
to Cleveland and applied for a jJob at the Rumanisn Union and
League, He obtained this job as an Assistant Secretary
but because of his poor English later resigned and went to
college in Washington, D.C. ’

' TRIFA stated that he did not recsll having
met POPESCU in Germany and stated that POPESCU did not work
for SIMA in Italy but thdat he did not know what POPESCU's
political connections were. He stated that he has received
Christmas and Easter greetings from POPESCU but has had no
other contacts,
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CONSTANTIN MICUDA

TRIFA stated that this individual attended e -
church festival at the Vatra snd being lmpressed by soms
of the work he made a small donation., At.this tims TRIPA
stated MICUDA ©old him that he was staying-in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and was married to a Ypsilanti, Michigan, girl whose
name was unknown,

TRIFA stated he knmows nothling about this
individual's background or activitles,

VIRGIL POPA

TRIFA stated that he was not acqualinted with
this individual and knew rothing about his background or
activities,

BASARABESCU (first name unknown)

TRIFA stated that he met this individual
in the United States at a meeting of the Rumenian National
Committee in Farrell, Pemmsylvania, snd had seen him later
at church functions., He atated, however, he never met this
individual or knew him in Germany and knew of none of his
activities or background,

EUGENE BARSAN - .

TRIFA stated that this individual ocame to
the United States ons or two years after he did and was
sponsored by a family with the name BARSAN (no relation)
in Cleveland, Ohio, and obtained a job in that city. TRIFA
stated that he has hot seen this individual since he (TRIM}

left Cleveland,
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TEODOE AUMITA - .

TRIFA stated that he recalled this individual
as baing some sort of officer for a Catholic Refugee Organi-
zation in Rome, He stated that EUMITA was a Catholic and
came to Detroit, Michigan, where he established himself but
on occasion attended church festivities of the Rumanian faith
as a visitor. TRIFA stated that he met HUMITA on the
occasion of the visit of Professor SEVER FOP at the University
of Michigan where HUMITA was gssisting POP,

TRIFA stated that he does not recall having
met HUMITA in Germany but belleved that HUMITA kept relations
with the Sima group in Germany.

Relative to a fight which occurred in Rostock.
Prison, TRIFA stated that he had heard about this fight which
was caused by some of SIMA's fanatical followers who were
trying to bring others into line with SIMA's policies. He
stated that he did not know about HUMITA being involved in
these actions,

TRIFA further stated that he had never heard
of any money being given to HUMITA but believed that he had
charge of the distribution of funds in his position as a
member of the Catholic Refugee Organization in Italy,

On his arrival in the United States, TRIFA
steted he heard that HUMITA was anxious to work for an
individual identified as RUSSU, a member of the Rumanien
National Committee in Detroit., TRIFA stated that RUSSU was
a refugee who was brought to the United States by Mras, SABIN
MANOILA of New York City who acted as his sponsor. He stated
that while at a meeting at Farrell, Pennsylvania, about 1952,
at a National Rumanian Committee affalr, RUSSU was presented
by Mrs, MANOILA as one of the newly arrived individuals in
the United States. RUSSU delivered a short speech in which
he appealed for more help for refugees. :

TRIFA stated that he did not know whether
RUSSU was a SIMA follower; but after his (TRIFA's) arrival
in the United States whem he was acting as editor of "Solia,"
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he received news from Italy criticizing both HUMITA and RUSSU
for their relief work in Italy.

ILIE OLTEANU

TRIFA atated that he met OLTEANU wnile

OLTEANU was working in the bookkeeping department of the
Albina Bank in Sibiu where TRIFA believed he was an official.

TRIFA stated that he later met him in Vieunna

in 194} when OLTEANU came to him as a disillusioned individusl
desiring to discuss the fundamental religious problems of the
world. TRIFA stated that they discussed these problems, often
wandering on for hours, He stated that he later met OLTEANU
in Ttaly and heard that he became converted to Cathollcism in
Austria, TRIFA stated that OLTEANU had a tormented nind, and
he recalled him specifically because their discussions dealt
only with religious problems.

TRIFA stated that he later met OLTEANU in
Reme, Italy, where he was chief officer of the Rumanian Relief
Comnittee but where he was not well received in the refugee

communities, ) U

TRIFA stated that when he arrived in Cleveland
he found OLTEANU there a sick man, out of a job, and later
met with him on one occasion before OLTEANU left Cleveland for
an undisclosed destination. He atated that he later heard
that OLTEANU was in Wisconsin but has not heard or read
anything ebout hii since that time,

) In connection with OLTEANU's alleged part in
the assassination of VIRGIL MADGEARU, TRIFA stated that he
heard somewhere that OLTEANU had participated in some
ceriminal action and that his conscience was bothering him,
TRIFA stated, however, that it was his understanding TRAIAN
BOERU had actually assassinated MADGEARU because he had flunked
BOERU while BOERU was a student.

TRIFA stated that he later heard that
BOERU had been arrested by United States authorlties in

Germany.
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NICHOLAY ILIESCU ' T . ;

TRIFA stated that he did not know this
individual in Rumanir. or Germany but later heard that he was
in Italy studying liberal aris,

TRIFA stated that by looking through the files
of the Episcopate after he arrived iIn the United States, he
found that ILIESCU had been sponsored in his migration to_
*his country by an unknown individual through Church WOrld
Services.

After becoming Bishop, TRIFA stated he neseded
someone for a job on "Solia;" and after numerous inquiries,
he decided that ILIESCU was qualified.

In accordance with the Episcopate Council, he
wrote to ILIESCU, offered him the job on "Solla," which was
accepted, and ILIESCU came to Cleveland in January, 1952, and
started working for "Solia" in February, 1952, He resigned
this position on December 17, 1952, after giving the reason
that he was looking for a better job and was going to be
married,

While working for. "Solia," TRIFA stated that
ILIESCU and he were not in agreement on ILIESCU's views on
the policy of the paper. TRIFA atated that he and the
Episcopate Council felt that "Solia"™ ahould be an educational
and informative paper for the Rumanians in the United States.
ILIESCY wanted "Solia" to be a literary paper and to use 1t
as a propaganda organ for the refugees of the world. He also
desired to eliminate any columms written in English because
"Solia™ was a Rumanian paper.

TRIFA stated that ILIESCU alsc objected to
the attention which TRIFA gave to the Rumanian Orthodox youth,
congsidering this to be a betrayal action of the Rumanian
Orthodox traditions.

TRIFA stated that after ILIESCU left “Solisa,"
the paper "Vatra" published articles in Rumania attacking -
TRIFAts episcopate policy. He stated that these articles were
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actually written by ILIESCU although unsigned., He further
stated that ILIESCU together with NICOLIE SMARANDESCU, Reverend
LUCACIE, STELIAN STANICEL, and EUGENE BARSAN started a
campaign against TRUTZA for moving St. Mary's Church to a

‘new location and agitated for new leadership in the Episcopate,
namely to make LUCACIE Bishop, They felt, according to

TRIFA, that LUCACIE would be better able to understand the
problems of the refugees and wlith the ultimate purpose that
upon the liberation of Rumania, LUCACIE would return to this
country as patriarch of Rumania. 9TRIFA stated that he 3§id

not know whether ILIESCU was a member of the movement but

knew that he strongly disapproved of HOREA SIMA,

TRIFA stated that one of the allegations
these indlviduals made against him was that he dild not give
them attention or consult with them about the leadership of
the Episcopate. TRIFA stated that he did not let this group
use the Episcopate for their purposes, such as helping )
refugees, a political action, or to possibly help the
legionnaire movement.
NICOLIE SMARANDESCU ! ~ . . . s e,

_ TRIFA stated that he met this individual in
Bucharest when SMARANDESCU was director of the student meas
hall at the Polytechnical Inatitute about 1937. TRIFA stated
that he dild not recall this individual as being ssecretary to
CODREANU but belleved that he was in charge of publications
put out by the legionnaires.  He fled the country end was in
Berlin about 1940, :

During the rule of the legionnaire govermment,
this individual had a job in the Forestry Section of the
Department of Interior as an engineer,

TRIFA stated that he had heard SMARANDESCU
wasd in a concentration camp in Germeny bvt never met him there
or in Italy. He stated that he later met him in the United
States in 1950 or 1951 when he came to Cleveland looking for
a job. He obtained a job as choir director in an unidentified
church in Cleveland but resigned after two years due to
strained relations with Reverend TRUTZA,
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TRIFA stated that after his resignation, he
attempted to start anopposition force to TRUTZA at the parish;
but when he failed, he switched his membership to an Akron,
Ohio, parish where he 13 now collaborating with Reverend
LUCACIE., TRIFA stated that this individual was an Iron Guard

member.,
STELIAN STANICEL . . K .

TRIFA stated that he heard about STANICEL in
Rumania where he was a student and employed in 1937-1938 in
the central offices of "Totul Pentru Tara" (Everything for the
Country). After the dictatorahip of King CAROL was established,
he fled the country and was later met by TRIFA in Poland and
in Berlin where he was employed at an unidentified job.
After returning to Rumania in 1940, TRIFA stated that he mst
STANICEL on & few occasions and knew him %o be employed in
the Ministry of the Interior. He stated, however, that he did
not know what position was held.

TRIFA stated that he did not know anything
about STANICEL's connection with the assassination of JILAVA
and did not know him to be Chief of Cabinet of Profect or
Police under STEFAN ZAVOINU,

TRIFA further stated that he did not know
whether DUMITRU GROZA was in Bucharest at the time of the
assassination and of his own peraonal knowledge did not know
STANICEL to be a member of the Iron Guard, although he believed

tais was very possible,

IGTA DRAGOCRU

TRIFA stated that this individusl came to ‘the
United States about 25 or 30 yoars ago and was currently
sechetary of the Parish House of St, George Cathedral,
TRIFA stated that he knew this man while he was business
manager of the newspaper "America®™ which had their printing
done at the same shop that "Solia" was printed,

TRIFA stated that he did not know this
individual in Europe and did not believe he was a member of

'
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the Iron Guard. TRIFA stated that he corresponds with him
regularly on church business.,

AUREL BRANEA

TRIFA astated that he met this individual in
Rumania where he ‘was an apprentice in & printing shop in Sibiu,
He stated that BRANEA came to the United States about 1952
looking for a position as a printing aspeclalist at the
newspaper "America® but that he did not obtain this job, He
stated that BRANEA then came to Detroit where he obtained a
Job at an unknown printing shop, got married, and for a while
attended St., George Cathedral. TRIFA atated that he has not
Been ;,his individual now for over a year.

TRIFA stated that he possibly met this individual
in Vienna but did not know whether he was a member of the
legionnaire movement, although he sould poasibly be olassified
as a sympathizer,

VASILE POSTEUCA

TRIFA stated that this individual was aotiw
in the legionnaire movement in Bucharest in 19l40=-1 and ™
printed scme of--the ofricnl publications of the lTeglomnaize
-government in Rumania,

TRIFA ateted that he met this individuel in
Vienns about 194l end disoussed his participation in the
pressure actions being exercised by SIMA to Join the government
in exile. At this time TRIFA stated that POSTEUCOA lntod that
it was neoosury to integrate everyone in the right against
Cormmunism under SIMA and oritioized TRIFA for opposing such
actions, TRIFA stated that at this time thoz parted and he
did not see nor hear from POSTEUCA again until about 1951,

While editor of "Solis® TRIFA stated he received
a letter from POSTEUCA in whioch TRIFA itas requeated to
publish some enclosed poems., TRIFA stated that he selegted
some of the religious poems and publiched them, Thereafter,
from time to time, this individual oontinued to send these
poems to TRIFA until suddenly they atopped ocoming and to hias
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surprise he heard that POSTEUCA had attacked him at some
unidentified meetings in Windsor., TRIFA stated that he
later heard from unrecalled sources that POSTEUCA was
leading SIMA forces in Canada, possibly at SIMA's direct
erders.

TRIFA stated that he was personally inelined
to believe that this rumor was true because SIMA's publicae-
tions in Europe had had the approval of POSTEUCA.

In 1954, TRIFA sta“ed he received a book of
POSTEUCA's of Rumanian songs which had been printed in Spain
with a dedication on the front to TRIFA as Bishop of the
Rumanian Orthodox Church. TRIFA stated that again he was
surprised. TRIFA stated that he has not héeard from POSTEUCA

since this time,
MATEI dOJBOTA . - gt e e

TRIFA stated that this individual was a member
of one of his parishes at Toronto, Canada, and pretends to
know TRIFA very well, although TRIFA cannot recall where he
ever met him., He stated that he receives numerous letters
from HOJBOTA proposing all sorts of nationalistic and
internatioral anti-Communist meetings and makes many state-
ments againgt SIMA,

TRIFA reiterated, however, that he did not know
HOJBOTA and that this individual impressed him as belng over
enthusiastic in his 1deas,

(FNU) SARA

TRIFA stated that he met this individusl once
when he came with two other parishioners from Windsor,
Canada, to inform him of factional disputes within the
Windsor parish. At this time he waa infroduced as Secretary
of thu Parish Council; however, TRIFA stated he recently
heard that he was not re-elected to this position,

TRIFA stated that he knew nothing of this
individual's background and did not dmow him to be a member
of the RIG. .
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{FNU) SIUNTU

TRIFA stated that this individual was unknown
to him and that he had never heard anything relative to
his backeround or current activities,

NICOLAE fANASE . e

TRIFA stated that he does not recall where or
when or under what circumstances he met this individual but
recalls him as a refugee in Innsbruk, Austria, where he worked
closely with the French authorities and where he occupied a
posit;on as secretary of some unknown French relief committee.

TRIFA stated that from the Episcopate fileas he
learned that TANASE filed for a passport to the United States
originally but was refused entry.

TRIFA stated that he received a letter from
TANASE from Toronto, Canada, about 1952 in which TANASE
deolared himself interested in becoming a priest and founding
a parish in Toronto., TRIFA stated that TANASE claimed he had
a theological degree, and in view of this TRIFA sent him the
necessary forms and information necessary for such action,

TANASE started a small parish in Toronto,
The case of this parish was then submitted by TRIFA to the
Episcopate Council with a favorable recommendation for
recognition of the parish but stated that TANASE was not to
be approved as the priest until such time as he had proven
his theological claims and was married as required by
Canonical law,

TRIFA stated that neither of these conditions
were complied with by TANASE and in the meantime another
parish had applied for recognition, which was granted, and
Father ZALEA was elected as priest over TANASE,

Ag a presult of the conflict which resulted
from this action, Reverend LAZAR was sent to Windsor in 1954
to reconcile the two factions, At the present time, TRIFA
stated, he believes TANASE i3 a parish member but not an
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official of the church, LAZAR having been successful in his
mission.

TRIFA stated that he had no knowledge of
TAHASE's background or activitles in the movement,

TRIFA stated that someone whom he did not
recall wrote to him at the time LAZAR was sent to Toronto
that TANASE wa3 trying to obtain a parish and should not be
trusted because he had recently had a meeting with Reverend
MORARU of the Bishop MOLDOVAN faction in Windsor. TRIFA
stated that he heard there were other individuals present at
this meeting but that he did not know who these individuals
were or what the results of the meeting wers.

TRIFA stated that to his knowledge TANASE
was not continuing his efforts to come to the United States
and that the only information he had relative to TANASE's
association with the Iron Guard was from pemphlets in which
he was attacking SIMA, He stated that correspondence con-
tinued with TANASE from 1952 until 195} when the church
problems were solved. He stated that he has had no further
correspondence with TANASE since that time.

’ TRIFA stated that at one time Father NICOLI
MOLDOVAN of Farrell, Pennsylvanla, had made the suggestion
to the church councll that TANASE should be made editor of
"3ol1a" after IONESCU had left TRIFA. TRIFA stated that he
personally rejected this individual because he considered him
to be changeable and argumentative and a person who was ready
to fight anyone at any time and unqualified for a church
position, TRIFA stated that after Reverend ZALEA's parish
had been formed, he had received two calls from the parish
which TANASE had attempted to organize, during which calls
he tallced to TANASE and to other members of the group calling,
including Doctor DAN ORDEANU, President of the Parish at that
time, The purpose of these calls was to determine if TRIFA
and the church council bad approved ZALEA's parish. TRIFA
stated that the first call had been made during the early
spring of 1954 at which time the request from the second
parish had not as yet been received, The second call dealt
with the unification of the parishes, and TRIFA stated he
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advised this group that he was going along with the opinion
of the church council and pointed out that a parish must be
able to sustain itself and that unification was necessary,

TRIFA stated that he had never personally
instituted any calls to TANASE or to the parish,

FANICA ANASTASESCU

TRIFA stated that he lkmew this individual
through & frisnd of his, VICA NEGULESCU, and met with him
socially in Bucharest on one or two ocoasions, TRIFA stated
that no one knew what this individual did for a living but
that he was an ardent sports fan and was & strong supporter
of the Venus sdccer tedm,

TRIFA 3tated that he knew of no other baake
ground or activities of this individual,

GEORGE 3ACOVEANU

TRIFA stated that this individual had been
elected about January, 1955, as president of the Rumanian
Refugees of the United Societies of Northern and Southerh
Gorniany. He wae a journalist in Rumsnian and Austriax dind
published a literary and religious paper in Rumania advocating
union betwesn the Rumanien Orthedox Church and the Rumanian
Catholic Church,

. TRIFA stated that he knew of no other information
on this individual,

OVEDIU JAINA -, _ ' >

TRIFA stated that he had no direot dealings with

GAINAV but remembered vaguolz that he had very little education
but possessed a strong fanaticel sttitude in all of his

enterprisesn,

TRIFA stated that he recalled CGAINA's name in

oonnection with a unit, whioh, during the Nationel.
Legionnaire Government, was publioized in. rumenia under the
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name "Spargotorii de Fronturii" a sort of militia of the
legionnaire movement, He stated that he also recalled him
from varlious marches and manifestations, never larger than
200 people, in Bucharest at which time he wore some sort of
uniform of an unidentified military order.

TRIFA stated that he heard again in Vienna
that GAINA was a consultant of SIMA and led a personal guard
for SIMA, It was also hig duty to implement the orders of
SIMA and to attempt to integrate the Rumanians into the S.S.
TRIFA stated that he later heard GAINA was some sort of
commandant commanding an unidentified unit in Argentina but
stated he could not recall the date of this information,

TRIFA stated that he recently reed some of the
debates concerning the Iron Guard split and noted one .
re?ark"that "Now Sima has & guard, but this 48 only O
GAINA.,

TRIFA denied knowing or having ever heard of
the following individuals or organlzations:

SIGMUND CAHAEL

(FNU) NECRULESCU

GEORGE DMETRESCU

R. OPRIS

(FNU)} CARDADJA

Mingober (an organization)

S. S. E. {external secret service known in
Rumania as I. K. 0.)

I RECENT SPLIT OF IRON GUARD IN EUROPE:

Relative to the recent split in the Iron Guard
In kurope, TRIFA stated that he bellieves SIMA's claims to
leadership have been strongly shaken by this split and that
very few people will ever follow him again, It was his
personal opinion that he did not believe PAPANACE, GARNEATA,
or IASINSCHI would be able to again, either as a group or as
individuals, reorganize the legionnaire movement. He stated
that all they could do would be to keep some contact with
individuals around the world.
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As a personal opinion, TRIFA stated he believed
that they could keep some fanatics from taking any action due
to the fast that the above-named individuals were more settled
and were not determined militants. He stated that he did not
believe the movement could regain its position either in
Rumania or the world because th: political conditions in
Rumania have changed and will cnhange even more in the future

after the liberation of Rumania occure, He gtated the old

ideas prevalent in the 1930's and 1940's would no longer be
acceptable or workable by the Rumanien people. TRIFA stated
that he betieved this was true not only of the leglonnaire
movement but could also apply to all other political parties
in Rumania, He stated that the second reason he believed
reorganization was not possible was due to the lack of true
leadership. He stated that the people now living abroad have
started another form of life and have made other personal

arrangements.

Despite these conditions, he expressed the
opinion that the former members of the Iron Guard throughout
the worid, if sultable conditions would be presented to them
plus being given good leadership, would possibly be able to
organize & united front agalnst Communism.

M. "FRATIA ORTADOXA"™ (F0):

TRIFA stated that the Episcopate helped to print
FO in Wiesbaden, Germany, about the begirning of 1954 on a
monthly basis, He stated, however, that this publication,
consisting of eight small folded pages, was dlacontinued about
December of 19S54. He stated that this publicatlon was sent
to all Rumanian refugees in the world with information con-
cerning the orthodox religion., It was published in order to
advertise the free Rumanian Orthodox Church in America,

TRIFA stated that the Episcopate first sent
"Solia" for two or three years but because "Solia" was designed
primarily for Rumanian refugees in the United States, it could
not be understood by other Rumanian refugees in the world and
was therefore criticized, When this fact was realized, the
idea for the publication of "FO" was formed and the printing
was entrusted to DUMITRU AMZAR who was known as a strong

-6 -




PEB:EER ~ 13 G4 .
DE 105~ oo oAb

orthodox and a university professor. After approximately one
year, AMZAR became busy with other matters and was unable to
devote his time to the publication and because of the cost of
putting this paper out, approximately $50 per issue, the paper
was discontinued and the practice of sending "Solia' was again.
reinstituted with editing belng done by AMZAR,

N. PERSONAL STATEMENT OF VIOREL DONISE TRIFA:

"I want to say that I do not consider myself
above human errors, and I recognize them. I could have msade
and did make some, and I recognize them. Reflecting back on
my actions, I request to be personally held responsible for
those mistakes I might have made or made personally but not
to be condemned for those made through associations., The
political conditions as existed in my native country, Rumania,
under which I lived before coming to the United Statesg should
also be taken into consideration. I have no desire for
speclal consideration except of giving me the opportunity once
in my life, to live under conditions under which I can prove
what I can dc. From the time I entered the United States to
the present, I tried everything humanly possible to prove

‘my sincere devotion and loyalty as a future citizen of the
United Statea. I entered the public life within the Rumanian-
American group only after seeing there was & real danger of
Infiltration of our nationality group by elements whose
principles were contrary to the principles of this country
and contrary to my own principles gnd convictions, I, with
the help extended me by many Rumanian-Americans, have ‘
succeeded partially in checking this infiltration of the
above-mentioned elements and thelr ideas within this group,

i "I have not tolerated and will not tolerate in
the future any subversive action within my Episcopats., On
the contrary, I shall be willing and ready to extend all the
collaboration to the United States Government with all the
means at my disposal to defend the American way of life,™
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