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Memher of douse of Herresentatives

Teuji Masanobu is a membor of Jacants loading conaservetive palitieal
organisation of the Liberal-Democratic Perty, and a tires~time membar of the
rouse of Representatives, A former army cclonel during "orld War II, he was
regarded a3 one of Javan's most brilliant military strateylste. Tsuji vas a
olone associate of the lnte Ceneral IS/OHARA Kanji, rrevar lesder of the ultra-
rightist Toa Remmey (East Asia Loague), an organisetion which advocated "Asia
Tor Asians,® after the :ar, Tmijl revived the Lenguo under the name of Toa
Reowel Doghi-kai (Bast Axia League Canrades Society) and advoocatnd the revival
of the "Hmperar Systen" and "remilitariszation" »f Jaan freo of Umited States
and Soviet influences, ile !s opvosed to the United States-Jacan Mutuel Security
Pact and advocates neutrality similer to that of Nehru's “"neace nrinsciples.”

During the wvar Tsujl -ae known as tae "God of Milit.ry Strategy,” and was
considered the chief plannar of the sucaesaful corcuest of Malaya and Singapore,
vhich vas carried out by General YAMASHITA Tamoyukl, popularly known as the
"Tiger of Malaya." Tsuji's numewna well koown emnng tho British, dustralian,
and United States foroes in Socutheast Asle, and after Japan's defeat the
British listed him 2z & "Class A" war oriminal, He went "underground® at
Bangkok disguisnd as a mendicant friar and in Moy 1948 secretly returned to
Janan via Indochina and China, He was the ~nly major ar oriminal suspect
to esoare detention. ills name was ta¥en of® tie var crininals list in December
1950 and Tsuji assumea .is real identity,

In 1957 Teuji's book, Senko Censen-ri (Underground Esoane 30,000 Ri),
narrating his postewer ex-erionces, became a best-gse’ler., The book's revelation
of his sensational escape {rom Allied seizure at tiie :ar's end put him in the
naliticel limalight, Taking advantrge of tiie conaiderable publicity, he ran
for the .aouse of Repvresentatlves frox Isiikawa Frafecture and 'es elected by
tae highest vote, (5,000, Although he fell to second place in tae April 1953
election, iie agair led other candidetes in Febwuary 1955,

Born October 11, 1902 in the villa.e of idiga. il Tanioku, Emuma county,
Ishikava prefecture, Tsuji ir the second eon of a poor farm family of ocemtral
Japan. He graduated vith ton honors from tl.e Jacunose Military Academy (1924)
and the Military Staff Collepe (1¢31). 1In 1932, Tsuii vas in Shangbal wiien the
"Shanghed Incident” oocurred., In 1933 ne wvae assigned to the Imperial General
Headquarters in Tokyo, nnd later was aprointed invtructor at the Jasanese
it Academy. Fron 1735 to 1C40 ~e served ac steff officer with iae Kwvan-
tung %/(ﬂmkm'), and t. e Ciina Expeditionary Foroes dnedquarters. In 191 as
Chiof of Staff of the 25th Army fleadquarters under tus coamand of General
YAMASITA Tamoyuki, Teuji wnr considered respoasible f . “lanning the invasion of
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Malays and Singapare, In 1943 he led the withdrewal of Japanese troops fram
Guadalcansl; he was wounded and contracted malaria during this eperation,

Tmuji returned to Japan, and after his recovery was assigned to lesturing on
ndlitary stretegy at the Nilitary Uallege, Ee wms also promoted to the rank

of colonsl. In 1944 he vas assigend to the Army Expeditionary Forces Hoed-
quarters in China, Shortly thersafter, as the end of the Pasific War approsched,
he ariticiszed Premier TOJO Hideki's incompetence in handling the war with China,
a d the mi duct of oertain high militery offioers in China, and opposed
the activities of the Army's intelligence agencies, Probably as a result of
thees critiociems, Tojo transferred Tsuji to Burma. When Japan surrendered he
wvas 1isted by the British as a ranking wor oriminal, Tsuji went into hiding

at Bangkok, and for the next tirae years travelled incognito throughout
Indochina and China,

Teaji returned to Jaran in 194R under the asmmed name of XKIUCHT Katsuji,
professor of Archeclogy. Several yoars later, in an interview with en American
reparter of the Mippon Times, Tsuji detailed the highlights of his escape. Be
stated that he owed his 1ife to his'great Chinese friend,” the notorious Chinese
General TAX Li, one-time head of a large Chinese Nationalist intelligence net-
work, Tsuji's commection vith Tai Li began vhen he was in Shanghai. Repartedly,
Teaji's intervention had prevented the Japanese gendarmerie from vunishing the
femilies of Chinese intelligence agents opersting underground duri-, the
Japaness osoupation. In retarn, Tal Li assisted Tenji's escape from Bangkok
through Frenoh Indochina, Xurming and Chungking to Nanking. During his two-year
stay Tsuji stated that he helped write military tactical mamwsls for General
CHIANG Xai-shek,

Thirty montha after his return to Jepan Teuji's name was taken off the list
of war criminals, On March 3, 163, Tsuji delivered a speech before the
(Free Poople's) Club, in vhich ho camparad the military strength of the Ocsmsandst
bloc with that of the United States and the other demooracies. He conocluded that
a major var between the two ideclogical hlocs is unavoidable, that the OComsunist
world will {mevitably triumph in such a conflict, and that, accordingly, Jepan has
no chofece but to maintain a strioct neutrality if she hopes to survive, As Japan
was still under Allied occupation at the time, his remarke areated a sensation,

In 1952, Tsuji published his booke Senko Sensenrd, Guadslganal, and Jugo Iad
Ighi (Pifteen Against One), which he wrote while in hiding. The books became
the nmation's best~sellers and Tsujl gained considerable publicity. He revived
the prewar nationalist and jingolst society, Tos Remgel, and named it
Doghl-kai, However, becmuse of differences of opimion on palicy matters, Teuji

and his fallowers later seceded from the T and organised the
neutralist Jiei Dome]l (Self Defense League). The League's major palicies spparent-

ly ars to wvork for rearmsment and fight Communimm and Socialims, Tsuji is a very
close friend of former Calonal HATTORI Tekushiro, a prominent nationalist and a
leading advocate of the remilitarization of Japan. Xt wvas rumored that Hattori
wus primarily responaible in getting Tsuji's name withdrawn from the wwr ariminal
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1ist in Dboember 1950, Tie two men ren~rtedly exercire wide influence over
former military versonnel.

Teking advantage of tie publiciy he received from his bocks, Tmuji, a
vigarous personality with a gift for speecn-making, osmpaigned successfully
for the House of Representatives, and was alected on Ogtoher 1, 1952 as an
indecendent, He was reslect-d in Anril 1953 and again in February 1955, He
Joined the Japan Democratic Party in 1954 and scrved as its'military adviser®
and palioy research cammdttee vice chairman. Democrats and Liberals merged in

. late 1955, and Tsuji beceme a member of the new Liberal -Demooratio Party, He

|
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viaited Communist China and the U,S.3.R. in &ngust 1955 as member of a Diet
,’ dalegation. Upon his return Teuji remarked that he was on friendly terms with
{ the top Chinese Caommmunist officials, ecpecially CHAOU En-lei, After all, he
explained, “they're Aatans." Tmuji displayed less enthusiamsm for Chiang Kai-
snck's regime, and predicted its doynfall in one or two years.

Teuji haa long boon a lerding exvonent of the “Asia for the Astans*
dootrine, as preponded by tue late General ISIIHARA Kanji, lle considers the ties
that bind daians togetner to be stronger than the idedlogical bonds that exist
between Cammnist Chins and the USSR, Fallowing his viait to Communist China
and Soviet Russia, Tsuji steted he did not believe that the U,S.S.R, constituted
a ver menace at the present time, since its food supnlies and industrial pover
; #t111 lag behind those of tie United States and Great Britain, While in Mosoow,
Tasugl is reported to have had several meeting with Marshial Georgly XK. ZIUXOV and’
' his chief of staff.

Teaji has dleverly exploited issues which nave arcused the Japznese
national sensitivity, sush as the U, S. militery bases issues and the Korean-
Japanese fighery disputes, to kesp himgelf before the publis, Reoently, he told
a group of former Ja-anese army offiocers that Japan should work :4th Indis to
achieve neutrality and with Comounist China to maintain peace., Humerous reports
indicate that he is both anti-American and anti-Sovliet. Hs advooates withdrawal
of all "foreign" (i.e., dwerican), troops from Japan steting that the "United
Stutes garrison forces ere in Jam because Jajan is an importeant base from which
to attack the Soviet Union,” and added that neither Russia nor Red China will
attack Japan provided "foreign®" troops are removed frow Japan, In June 1953, at
Koohi oity, TeuJi werned the U, S. that if it contimies to fartify Jaran into an
"Asian outpost of the United States, the friexdshiv of thc Japenese people will
be lost."

In hugust 1952, speaking befors a large crowd in Kanasawva City, Tsuji stated
that "Truman is the nmugber one war oriminal and Stalin the mmber two war
criminal .* He also stated that "Truman, Churchill and Stalin do not like me,
but I am satiafied so lon; as I am loved by my fellow Japanese”. Also, in one of
hiis pre-alection campaign spoeches, Teuji eiated, "Although imerios may find 1t
dsfficult to Corget Pearl Harbor, Japan finds it more difficult to forget iiirosnima
and Nagasaki,* Teuji also criticised the U,S.-trained Japanese National Safety
Foroes (now renamed Ground Safety Foroes) as being neither an army nor a palice
force but a "pallywog headed in the direction of a frog.*

QONFIDENTIAL



IRJ] Masanoly

Tauji 1s reported to be a fanatical and intrepid men with a leadership eomplex,
Self-confident, energetie, and highly exvitallde, he is quite populer with the young
and women voters for his opposition to Japan's participation in any futwrs weras.
However, he has no standing among the more conservative, relistle, and ecmpetent 1.
former military leaders, who viev hin as an extreme opportunist who may have htddon/ :
leftist tendencies. ,

Touji 1s married; he and his vife, Chitose, have thrse dsughters and & son. He
ie the muthor of several other bocks, inaluding Asia 0o Kyokan (Fellow-
ship Between dsian Nations), m, Eong Mypoy (This is Japan), and Iemgl-no
Sskal Taipgep (The Next World War).

OLIsBI February 24, 1956




