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Member of douse of Raresentatives

Tsuji Maaanobu is n member of Jaoan's loadine conservative political
organisation of the Liberal-Damooratic Party, and a three-time member of the
douse of Representatives. A former army colonel during qorld War II, he was
regarded as one of Japan's most brilliant military •trAtegists. Tsuji was a
close associate of the lete General ISilIdARA Kenji, :Trier lender of the ultra-
rightist 1.04 Reams!, (Last Asia League), an organisation which advocated "Asia
for Asians." After the ..ar, Tsuji revived the League under the name of as
Remmei Deshi-k4 (East Asia League Comrades Society) and advocated the revival
of the "Emperor System" and "remiliterisation" of Jaen free of United States
end Soviet influences. de is opposed to the United States-Jasan Mutuel Security
Pact and advocates neutrality similar to that of Reinnt's "peace nrinciples."

During Vie war Tsuji 'es known an the "God of Military Strategy," and was
considered the chief planner of the succeraftil conquest of Malaya and Singapore,
which vas carried out by General WASHITA Toroyuki, popularly known as the
"Tiger of Malaya." Tauji's nameice well known emong the British, Australian,
and United States forces in Southeast Asia, and after Japan's defeat the
British listed him as a "Clans A" war criminal. He went "underground" at
Bangkok disguiend as a mendiaant frier and in May 1948 secretly returned to
Japan via Indochina and China. He was the ,nly major ..ar criminal suspect
to esoare detention. His name was tOvn of" te war criminals list in December
1950 and Tsuji aasumea :de real identity.

In 1952 Tsuji's book, Senko Cansen-ri (Underground Racers 30,000 R1),
narrating his poet-war em,eriences, became a beet-saner. The book's revelation
of ha sensational escape from Allied seizure et the var's end put him in the
nolitical limelight. Taking advantage of te considerable publicity, he ran.
for the :mouse of Representatives from Ishikewa Prefecture and -as elected by
the higheet vote, 65,000. Although he fell to second place in toe April 1953
election, he again led other candidates in February 1955.

Born October 11, 1902 in the villa:e of .11.ga...hi Tanicku, Enuma comity,
Ishikawa prefecture, Tauji is the second son of a poor farm family of central
Japan. He graduated with top honor from VA. Jar:hence Military Aoademy (1924)
And the Military Staff College (1031). In 1932, Tsuji was in Shanghai when the
"Shanghai Incident" occurred. In 1931 ne was assiened to the Imperial General
Headquarters in Tokyo, And Later was Rprointed inLtructor at the Jamnese

Academy. From 1'15 to VW oe served an staff officer with the Ewan-
lung	 Adankow), And te Cnina Licoeditiocary Forots deudquartere. In 1941 as
Chief of Staff of the 25th Army Headquarters under the coemand of Genera
MA LS . ITA Tomoyuki, Tsuji vnr considered responsible f o 71anning the invasion of
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Malaya and Singapore. In 1943 he led the withdrawal of Japanese troops from
Onadaloanal; he was wounded and contracted malaria during this operation.
Tsuji returned to Japan, and after his recovery was assigned to lecturing on
military strategy at the Military College. Re was also promoted to the rank
of colonel. In 1944 he was assigend to the Army Expeditionary Forces Head-
quarters in China. Shortly thereafter, as the end of the Peoific War approached,
he criticised Premier T040 Nideki's incompetences in handling the war with China,
denounced the misoondect of certain high military offieere in China, and apposed
the activities of the Irny's intelligence agencies. Probably as a result of
these critioisms, Tajo transferred Tsuji to Burma. When Japan surrendered he
was listed by the British as a ranking wor criminal. Tsuji went into hiding
at Bangkok, and for the next three years travelled incognito throughout
Indochina and China.

Tenji returned to Tanen in 194e under the assumed name of KlUCKI Katsuji,
professor of Archeology. Several years later, in an interview with an American
reporter of the Ninnon 21p,g, Tsuji detailed the highlights of his escape. He
stated that he owed his life to his treat Chinese friend," the notorious Chine,*
General TAI Li, one-time head of a large Chinese Nationalist intelligenoe net-
work. Teuji l s connection vith Tai Li began when he was in Shanghai. Reportedly,
Tamji l s intervention had prevented the Japanese gendarmerie fron punishing the
families of Chinese intelligence agents operating underground durin,, the
Japanese occupation. In return, Tai Li &Deleted Tsuji's escape from Bangkok
through French Indochina, Bumming and Chungking to Nanking. During his two-year
stay Tsuji stated that he helped write military tactical manuals for General
CHIANG Kai-shek.

Thirty months after his return to japan Tsuji's name was taken off the list
of war criminele. On March 1, 1 q 51, Tsuji delivered a speeoh before the JivuJin
(Pree People's) Club, in which he compared the military strength of the Communist
bloc with that of the United States and the other democracies. Se concluded that
a major war between the two ideological blocs is unavoidable, that the Communist
world will inevitably triumph in such a conflict, and that, accordingly, Japan has
no ohoice but to maintain a strict neutrality if she hopes to survive. As Japan
was still under Allied occupation at the time, his remarks created a sensation.

In 1952, Tsuji published his books Eenko fismend, Guadalcanal, and atia Ill
Iglu (Fifteen Against One), which he wrote while in hiding. The books became
the nation's best-galler y' and Tsuji gained considerable publioity. He revived
the prewar nationalist and jingoist society, Tea Rommel, and named it Tom R4
Doshiekai. However, because of differences at opinion on policy matters, Tsuji
iiirfaii—fauovers later seceded from the T	 and organised the
neutralist Jlei Don't (Self Defense League . The League's major policies apparent-
ly are to work for rearmament and fight Communism and Socialism. Tamii is a very
close friend of former Colonel anon Taknshiro, a prominent nationalist and a
leading advocate of the ramilitarisation of Japan. 2t was rumored that Hattori
was primarily responsible in getting Tsuji's name withdrawn from the war criminal
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list in lhoember 1950. Tho two men reo,Irtedly exerciaa wide influenoe over
former military nersonnal.

Taking advantage of the pivilici'y he received from his books, Tsuji, a
vigorous personality with a gift for spoech-making, campaigned sucoesallally
for the Roues of Representatives, and was elected on October 1, 1952 as an
indeesndent. Hs was reeleot,d in April 1951 and again in February 1955. Hs
Joined the Japan Democratic Party in 1954 and scrved as ita shilitary adviser"
and polioy research oommittee vice chairman. Demoorats and Liberals merged in

. late 1955, and Tsuji boome a member of the new Liberal-Democratic Party. Se
vieited Communist China and the U.S.S.R. in Auguat 1955 as member of a Diet

idelegation. Upon his return Tsuji remarked that he was on friendly terms with
the top Chinese Communist officials, especially CAM En-lai. After ell, he

. explained, "they're Amiens." Tsuji displayed less enthusiasm for Chiang Kai -
shek's regime, and predicted its dovnfall in one or two years.

Tsuji haa long boon a leading exponent or the "Asia for the Asians"
doctrine, as prsponded by the late General ISHIHARA Kenji. lie considers the ties
that bind Asians togetner to be stronger than the ideological bonds that exist
between Communist China mnd the USSR: Following his viait to Cmgamnist China
and Soviet Ru),Ada, Tsuji stated he did not believe that the U.S.S.R. eonstituted

I a war menace at the present time, since it food supplies and industrial power

i

still lag behind these of the United States and Great Britain. While in Moscow,/
Taugi is reported to have had several meatiegswith Marshal Georgiy K. KMUKOV ands
his chief of staff.

Tong has cleverly exnloited issues which have aroused the Japanese
national sensitivity, suah as the U. S. military bases issues and the Korean-
Japanese fishery dispute., to keep himself before the public. Recently, he told
a group of former ja-ansse army offioers that Japan should work :ith India to
achieve neutrality and with Comemmist China to maintain peace. Numerous reports
indicate that he is both anti-American and anti-Soviet. He advocuttes withdrawal
of all 'foreign" (i.e., American), troops from Japan stating that the "United
States garrison forces are in Jann because Jean is an important base from vhioh
to attack the Soviet Union,' and added that neither Russia nor Red China will
attack Japan provided "foreign" troops are removed from Japan. In June 1933, at
Kochi city, Tsuji warned the U. S. that if it continues to fortify Japan into an
'Asian outpost of the United States, the friandshin of thc Japanese people will
be lost.'

In August 1952, speaking before a large crowd in Kanazawa City, Tsuji 'stated
that "Truman is the number one war criminal and Stalin the camber two mar
criminal.' He also stated that "Truman, Churchill and Stalin do not like me,
but I am satisfied so long as I am loved by my fellow Japaneae". Also, in one of
his pre-election campaign speeches, Tsuji slated, "Although America may find it
difficult to forget Pearl Harbor, Japan finde it more difficult to forget Hiroshima
and Nagasaki." Tsuji also criticised the U.S.-trained Japanese National Safety
Forces (now renamed Ground Safety Forms) as being neither an srmy nor a police
force but a "pollywog headed in the direction of a frog."
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Tsuji is reported to be a fanatical and intrepid man with a leadarehip sampler.
Self-eonfident energetic, and highly excitable, he is quite papaw with the yoUlti
and womenvote4 for his opposition to Japan's participation in fumy fature wars.
However, he has no Manilag among the more conservative, reliable, and mcmpeteat 	 1
former ailitunrleaders, who view his as an extreme opportunist who may have hidden/
leftist tendencies.

Tsuji in asrriad: be and his wife, Ohitose have three daughters and a son. He
is the anther of several other beaks, including 8inanere.Amiga was (Fellow
ship Between Asian 'rations), Itian. Loa MIRma This is japan), a:Alma:mg
Aiwa Talmo (The Next World 	 .

OLIsBI	 February 24, 1956
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