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By SE'I‘EH§At‘\‘TOK,'.- . . 

- News Washington Bureau 
WASI-lI?\‘GTOi\l - U S intelligence sources 

have now revealed an undercover international 
manhunt was conducted in I964 fo_r a mysterious 
_French army deserter who reportedly had been 
in Dallas the day President Kennedy was assas- 
sinated there, and then was expelled from the 
United States by authorities the next day 
The manhunt was triggered by the French 

government, according to a March S. 1964, FBI 
cornrnuiiique to the CIA, because'it was feared 

(,- in Paris that the deserter, former army Capt-. 
i, Jean S-uetra, was preparing to assassinate 

Frances President Charles de Gaulle. 
In the communique, the FBI asked the CIA- 

what it might about Suetra. The CIA had 
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knowniterroristwvho had b€8‘i’t-Opél7aUl1g..0l.'i{ of 
mgeria as an otticer in l.l‘.8?b&x.!'tt Army Organ»- 
ization (OAS; 

'

. 

The OAS had been involved in several assassi- 
nation attempts on De Gaulle ' French intelli- 

geiice agents were fearful that Suetra would 
make another attempt to kill De Gaulle when 
the French leader flew to Ti-lexico on March 15 
for a round of meetings with Mexico's President 
Adolpho Lopez Mateos ~ 

French agents met with the FBI in New York 
City on March S and said they had learned Sue- 
tra had been in Fort Worth on the morning of 
Nov 22, 1963, when President Kennedy had been 
there. "

‘ 

Suetra __ who also went under the names of 
Michael Roux and Michael Hertz, according to 
CIA files - then was in Dallas that afternoon 

T--‘several details _o_n_,_Suetra,V,an internationally] when Mr Kennedy was shot. ’ According to the French agents, Siietra was 
apprehended shortly after the shooting and 
“was expelled from the United States, at Fort 
Worth or Dallas, 18 hours after the assassina- 
tion." V. 

The French were especially anxious to learn 
the reason for Suetra's expulsion and his desti- 
nation, which they believed had been either 
Mexico or Canada. , 

In return. the CIA made available to the 
French government information it had on the 
mysterious Suetra from three different CIA 
files, as well as an apparently recent photo- 
graph of him, 
Whatever informatior; on Suetra the CIA 

turned dyer to the Frenchistill remains hidden 
from théfiiiblic. , 
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But no overt attempt was made 0.". the life oi It 

DeGai;iie, who-wa's--tinder heti1'y protection 5:?-I l 

mg his three-day visit to .‘\le>:ic 

month , 

Si_ietra‘s identity and his reported apprehen- 
sion in Texas, along with his expulsion from the ~ 

United States on Nov 23, 1963, have l‘£‘I‘tI&1I1€(l, 

hidden from the Faniericaii public until now Y 

The CIA has released only the hare-"bones 
information among a number of documents it 

recently has made available under the federal‘ 
Freedom of Information Law '

‘ 

Washington attorney Bernard Fensterwald, 
Jr has been waging a lengthy battle with the] 
CIA. using the federal law toget the intelligence 9 

agency to make public its long-secret files on? 
the Kennedy assassination. ' 

The Detroit News has asked the French gov- ‘, 

ernment, through the French embassy in \I/'ash- l 

ington, to comment on Suetra. But two different 
embassy officials say there are no current files 
on him. i

\ 

Also asked to comment was the Justice De- ‘ 

partment’s Immigration and Naturalization , 

Service, the agency that would have been 
responsible for Suetras deportation.‘ _ 

Agency spokesman Vernon Jervis said “a 
computer search of our files has turned up noth- I 

ing on Suetra under any of the three names he
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used." , 
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I-Iowever, Jervis said Thu ietra had been 
asked to sign a statement Gt voluntary depar-1 
ture,“ admitting that he had reached the United 
States under illegal circumstances, “there
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would not necessariij,-' be any record availa‘ole~‘; 
l

l today.“ '

_

14 
-.

1




