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:-wvzmazaa nsnaa -~ mace was Cf) gvu: Pkeenxy 
UIET GONG REACTION T0 THE"fiCCELERATED 

moemzm AND "ma: PHUENIX PROGRAM. 
V1ETNA£‘h SAIGON 

0 /25 APRIL 1969/ FIELD M31 

THIS IS Mi HNA1..Y$I.5 0? AVAILABLE INFQRNATION 
0&3 THEE BUBJECI PREPARED IN THE FIELD BY A 

GAS R3li;3i:IARCH UNIT. IT 15$ N9? FULLY EVALUATED 
l;*3TELL1~L3ENCE» ‘ 

SUFWEARY. DOCUi"3E.M'ARY EVIDENCE AS WELL AS 5PECIF1C 
'- AC1'l0NS UNDEHTAKEN BY "KHE VIET COME Fiiflfi LATE NOVEMBER 1968 
‘TU LATE i*‘iP.RCH £969 IMZSICATE TM? THE GQUEFINNENT QF VIETNAM /GWH

‘ 

PACIFICATION Méi) PHDENIX PRUGRANS HAVE BEEN MAJUR COMMUNIST TAR6E'I$¢ 
7 WHILE THE. P05?-TET KEFFENSIVE HA5 SET BACK THE PACIFICAYREN 

‘1 

‘T THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY HA5 BEEN E3L1GH'§. THE FAILURE YO VEAKEI A 
=_~ E£‘1G€~51F1CA€*JT ISQPACT ON THE GUN EFFGRTS WOULD APPEAR T9 CQPWTIIUTE 
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Y'YET ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF VC WEAKNESS AND INABILITY T0 MATCH ACTIGNS 

Q WITH PLANS, EVEN AGAINST A RELAIIVELY VULNERABLE TARGET. END 
sum:-mnv. 

‘

, 

‘ l¢- THE VIET'CGNG REACTIUN I6 THE ACCELERATED PACIFICATION 

i5;PR0GRAfi AND ITS COM?8NENT, ?HUNG HUANG DUNS TIEN, /STEPPED~UP 
E3'Paezu;x Paosnnmx ans aaea CHARACIER1ZED'BY A HELATIVELY ulna ma? 

$3 BETWEEN CALLS FGR C@UNTEfiRCT§bN AND ACTUAL MEASURES TAKEN AGAINSI ' 

.3 THE PRQGRANS» ALNOEI IMMEDIATELY FfiLLfiWING THE INAU6URATIOfi OF 

5? 
THE ACCELEKQIED PAC1FlCATIO& CAMPAIGN ON I NOVEMBER l9&8 REFER£fiC£S 

'1 

'€’T0 IT APPEARED 1% CAPTURED VC D9CUMENT$» /FIELD CUMMENIO THE TERM 
Q"°'ACCELEflATED PA$lFICkTI$N Pfi$GRAfi'° IS NOW PREFERRED T0 THE 

1 1n1T1AL rzrez "AC€EL£HA€ED PACIFIGATZON C&MPA1Gfi~" zwztzawzn 
am 2w ecreean gees, Ina PHUNG Hoaes news wzza was zwcexruanrzn 

V 

_ms AN 1fiIE&RAL PART as THE xucaaasaa FAGIFICAIIQH EFFORT./ ~".-"P 

'*?:1““.‘*- 
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=f’3UR1%G THE NUVEWEER l968*JANUARY 1969 PERIQB, SEVERAL C0flPREHEN$lVE 
;-V3 DIRECTIVEE WERE PRONULGAIED Aflfi INCLUDED GOUNTERNEASURES 

K‘ -e 

?“TU THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM IGVNI PKQGRAMQ AN UHDER OF THE 
'PEOPLE'5 LIBERATIGN ARMED FQRCES DATED 25 NOVEMBER WAS BRUADCAST 

f1.UVER THE VG LIBEQATION RADIO Tfififié DAYS LATER¢ R CIRCULAR, 
.1-7 

7-.;*.—-—.;-.— 

‘T
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~'-AP?AR£wTLY ISSUED BY VG SUBREGIGN 5 /SR"5/ ON 26 fi0VEMBER AND BY 
I--\M€»0rP~U1 SUEREGION 5 /$R‘5/ ON IE DECEMBER} DESCRIBED IN DETAIL THE
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PHOENIX STRUCTURE AND HCTIVITIEE. Q DOGUNENT PUBLISHED BY $R*5 
~" 0% I2 D£CEfiBER ALSO DESCRIBED IN DETEIL THE ACCELERQTED PAC;FICAT10N 
; PROGRAM, D0€UNENTS PICKED UP IN VG MILXTARY'REGi0N 2 /NR*2/ 
HAND APPARENTLY PUBLISHED THRUUGHOUI THIS NDV£W3£H"JANUARY PERIOD

I 

Q NENIIUHED A VC ANTI-PACIFICATIUN PROGRAM WHICH HAD TWO $TAGES, 
,. »‘ =

f 

g "RANG DONG X AND 2¢”' SPE€IAL ENPHASIS MAS PLACED ON USKNG TACTICAL 
*| 

Q W1L1TARY RED PSYCHQLUGLCRL WARFARE QQUNTERMEASURESQ ;

' 

' 2. THE DQCUHENTS INDICATE FOUR GENERAL KINDS OF COUNIERNEA$URESq 
' 0- MILIT%RY ATTACKS, WITH AN EHPHASIS ON GUERRILLA ‘ 

Y- WARFARE TECHNIQUES, ON ALLIED UNITS CONUUGTlNG SWEEP OPERATIONS, 
OH REGIONAL AND POPULAR FORCES A1F~PF/ iNVOLVED IN PACIFICAT19N 

~ TA5Kb, AND ON THE PACIFICATXON Tfififlfi THEM$ELVE3Q 
2.‘:,. izfisiwziszi AC1 LVITY, S'I'h‘:£.‘.$S11‘=5L3 A§5SA$SINAT10N OF GUN 

AJMXNLJYRATIVE P£R50HNEL AND REIURNEES, PLUS THE DESTRUCIIDN OF 
FACILITIES A5SOCIAIED 01TH THE PACIFICATION EFFORT, 

fie Q35§?ERiNTELLlGENCE EFFGRI$ DIRECTED AT UNCUVERING 
i 

GUN IMTELLIGENCE fiET%9FK5 AHD ELXEIHEYXHG THEKR MEMBERS, INSERIING
v 

1‘ UC AGENTS INIO THE RHTUOHKS END INCREASKEQ OTHER DEFENSIVE 
\

. 

' SECURITY MEASURESQ 

5%' ’ 

/D} PRUPAGANSA EFFORKS D1fiECI£D AT IMPRGVING THE 
4'? ' 1 

3; VC MURALE, RE-EDUCATIEG CAPTIVES RELEA$ED BY THE GVN, 
2‘ I
1 
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MOTIUATING THE MASSES T0 CGNDUCT POLITICAL STRUGGLE; ENCOURAGING 
§ SBUTHERR REFUGEES T0 RETURN T0 THEIR NATIVE VILLAGES AND V, 

....4_,_..-.._._.._..~__-~____._..._. 
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ENCOURAGING THE DEFECTIUN OF GUN MILITARY PERSONNEL, PACIFICATIQN 
CADRE5 AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS- 

5. THE DEFENSE9 CONSULKDQTION AND EXPANQLGN OF VC LIBERATED 
AREAS WERE THE ST&I£D OEJECTLVE3 OF VS CQUNTER~PACIF1CATION 
EFFORTS, WHILE EQCUWENTS REFER ID DAMAGE DONE BY THE PHOENIX AND 

.,,._._ 

..,.. 

; 
PACIFICATION PROGRAMS, GUN EFFGRTS ARE DESCRIBED A3 A FRENZIED 

i "LA5T GASP," DO0MED TU FAILURE» 
4e VC PROVINCIAL AND DISIKICI PLANS PROVIDE FURTHER INSIGHTS 

Zfifd THE ANTl"PéCIFICfiTl0m PRUGRAN. GUEHfilLLAS IN QUE SON 
L DISTRICT UF GUANG NAM PRSVIRCE REPORTEDLY WERE GRDERED IN JANUARY 

1969 TU CONCENTRAIE OH SNIPING AND IHE USE SF MINES IN THWARTING 
I 

THE PACIFICAIION ?ROGfiAM@ THE VC EH KHQNH H03 PRUVINCE WERE 
. DIRECTED IN EARLY FZEHUAHY T0 MAKE ASSASEINATIDN L1$TS OF GUN 
} 

VILLAGE AND HANLET CAUHES, PROVINCIAL RECONNAISSANCE UNIT MEMBERS 
§ AND REVOLUTIONARY DKVLLUPWENT /HD/ PERSONNEL, REPORTS FRDM TRAN 
6 UN DiSTRICT, VINH LONG PRUVINCE, INDICATED IHAT THE VG WERE 

'\ 

0 
AERANGING T0 BRIBE HARLEY AND GUTPGSI CHIEFS, AND LGW-LEVEL 
GUN $ECUR1TY PERSQNQEL AS OF BECEMEER E968. 

" PRIOR T0 LAIJMCMNG m; F053;"-T£F.'f OFFENSIVE-I ow 22. FEBRUARY 
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P.’ THE VC APPEAR TD HAVE BEGUM IMPLEMENTING SOME OF THEIR ANTI"
A 

'PACIF1CAT10N PLANS» IKE PHOENIX 1963 YEAR-END REPGRT NOTED A 

f GENERAL INCREASE IN VC COUNIERINIELLIGEHCE ACTIVII1E5¢ 
“ RSSASSINATIONS AND I&CIDE&IS DIRECEED QGAIHST THE CIUILIAN 

POPULATION SHGWED A SZEADY INCREASE BETWEEN LATE EOVEMEER l96$ V 

; 
A00 LATE~FEBfiUARY I969; THESE ACTIVITIES DEVELOPED UREVENLY, ' .7 

: mauzsvzza, mm APPEAR not Io mwzz BELL-It-& casunucrzzn on ma scam P1.Aamr-:n',' 
. -R. 

WHICH PRESUWABLY WAS ENE RESULT OF VG WEAKNE5S¢ THERE W35, 7 

i HGQEVER, A NOTABLE INCREASE UF IERRQRISH IN QUAHG NAM PRUVXNCE, 
' EQPECIALLY DIRECTED AGAIWST LfiN"LEVEL GUN OFFXCIAL3, DURINQ 
‘ DECEMQER AND JANUAflY¢ A SHARP IfiCfiEAS£ ifl TERRORISM OCCURRED IN 
' III CORPS IN EARLY FEBRUARY; PARTICULARLY AGAINST THE PHUGC THUY V 

P&CIF1CAT10N PRQGRAMQ THERE WAS AN INCREASE IN ATTACKS ON RD 
.; _» 4 

I 
TEAMS IN THUA TH1EN§ VIHH LUNG AND BA XUYEH PRQVIHCES JUST PRIOR 1*-. 

i“T0 THE POST-YET QFFEQSIVE, AND M033 THREATS BF ASSASSINATIQN AGRINSY
» 

0 PEO?L£‘5 5ELF*DEFENSE CADRES, GUN UFFIQIALS AND RF/PF MEMBERS 
TRRGUGHOUT THE COUNYRY DURING THE DECEMBER~FEBRUARY PERIOD. DEE 

7 IN%0VfiTION WAS THE ACTIVATION ZN JANUARY i9€9; OF A COUNTER" 
, 

-,~
. 

Q ?AC1F1CAT10fl COMEITEEE IN CHAU IHAMH DISTRICT IN VG SR~5a 
_

4 

§
4 THE com-211152 1:4cz.u.n£;z%> PERi30i\H\i£l... FRGFI mum, wcmam‘s,!‘_3=1umacE~ \ \

_ ,. 

,_
- 

- ECONOMY, SUPPLY C013:-sClL, i'&1Li1'ARY AFFAKRS, MLITARY PRQSELYTING, ~ . 
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?’TRA1NING AND PROPAGANUR AND SECURITY $ECT16N5o 
E . A6. FQLLOWING THE ONSET OF THE P6ST~TET BFFEN$IVEu LIBERAIION, 

i RADIO BROADCASTS CLAIMED THAT SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE WAS INFLICTED TO 

; THE-GUN PROGRAM BY THE OFFEN5IVE- COVERT REPURTING FROM BINH DINH 
§’PflUVINCE REFERS ID A CENTRAL OFFICE FUR SOUTH VIETNAM INSTRUCTIDN
\ 

f‘HHICH STATED THAI THE SPECIFIC PURPO$E OF THE OFFENSIVE WAS T0 . 

3 
ATTACK THE PROGRAM‘ A fiGRIH VIETNAMESE DIPLUMAT IN VIENTIANE 
.au.£ca£n1.~r srarrm Ln EARLY manna THAT THE cum? /M1,S.SION for aaomn 

, . . 

~ . 

ACCELERATED PACIFICATIUN PROGRAM; BUT A REVIEW BF THE TARGETB ACTUALIQ
‘ 

'HlT DURING IRE OPENING STAGES 0F THE 0FFEN$IVE AND DOCUMENTARY 
1-zvnmcz zsziams to 1m>1c.<m.~: mm: ms aw: PACIFICAHON EFFORT was not 

i4 ma IMMEDIATE an mama mmar ar THE om-:@¢s1vz.~ I 

I 7- THE PGST~IET GFFEfi51VE DID HARM THE ACCKLERATED 
9. 

g 
PACIFICATIOfi PRQGRAM I0 SQME EXTENT, ALTHOUGH THE GVERALL EFFECT 

1* WAS NOT GREAT AND THE DAMAGE WAS LUCAL1ZEB¢ BY MARCH, THERE 
i WERE WQRE ATTfiCKS UN THE PACIFICATION FRUGRAM, INCLUDING AN 

3 INCREASE IN IERHQRIST INCIDENTS AGRINST ITS PERSUNNEL» AS OF I 
I _ 

I \ 

ii 

fiARCH, CORDS REPGRTED THAT, AS A RESULT OF THE OFFENSIVE, THE 
ap NUMENIUM OF PAC1FICAIIO& HAD ELUWED IN QUANG NAN, IHUA THIEN; 
¢_ 

3 
GIAIDINH AND DINH;TUONG PROVINCES AND THAT ITS MUNENIUM HAD BEEN.

Q 
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§' HALTED IN THE RURAL AREAS OF QUNNG TIN, KONTUN AND HAU NGHIA - 

I; PRUVINCESQ FURTHER, PACIFICAIION HAD BEEN SET DECK IN PHUGC
1 
~- 

§ IHUY WHEN THE GVN SUFFERED MORE THAN A FIVE.PERCENI LOSS IN 
1

H 
.. 

T‘ P6PULAIION'CONIROLa THE GVN DEFENSE EFFORT APPEARED IO HAVE - 

-;'COLLAPSED IN THE PRQVINCE AND NAG AIIRIBUTED, IN PART, T0 THE
1 

r LDNEN EALIBER OF GVN LEADERSHIP THERE; AS A RESULT; THE PHOENIX 

%“?ROGRAN WAS LARGELY 5U$PENDED AND THE RD EFFDRT REDUCED T0 A 
1,. 

It SECURITY RULE- 
. ‘N 3¢~ BY NIB-NARCH, KONTUN PRQVINCE HAD NOVED INID THE 

"PACIFlCATIDN SEI*DACK" CATEGORY AND THERE WERE INDICATIGNS 
gi THAT THE SITUATIDN IN QUANG NGAI PROVINCE HAD DETERIORATEDQ CDRDS 

IN ITS EARLY MARCH TABULAIION NDTED THAT QUANG NGAI PROVINCE HAD 

MORE RD TEAMS NITHDRAWN FDR SECURITY REASONS THAN ANY OTHER 

PROVINCE‘ AS THE NUNIH PRDGRENSED, PACIFICATIDN IN LUNG KHANH 

PRGVINCE HAS DAMAGED SINCE THE ACCELERATED PACIFICAIION PROGRAM 
-I HAMLEI5 WERE REPGRIED I0 HAVE BEEN HIT ESPECIALLY HARD BY THE VCQ 
» 

_ $¢ THE HANLEI EVALUATION SYSTEM INKS! STATISTICS FOR 51 NARCHV 
Q

. 

f‘INDICAIED THAT INE FDLLUNING'PNOVINCES HAD SUFFENED OVER A DNE 
" . hf 
‘J. \ 

3-PERCENT DECREASE IN "RELAIIVELY SECURE, GVN*CONIRDLLED** 
Zr‘ 1 FGFULATION nuavzms rm: mourn--eumsa awn: mum 62.2 10 59.5 Pennant, 

PHU YEN FRDN 89.4 T0 87 PERCENT, NQNIUN FRDN 92n4-I0 96-4 PERCENT, 
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'PHUOC LUNG FROM 99.1 T0 8345 PERCENT AND QURNG NAN FROM 65q6 T0'64¢Z 

‘u ERCENT¢ PHUQC LONG AND'K9NTUN WHICH WERE HANDEST NIT AT THE GNSET 

OF THE FEBRUARY OFFENSIVE CONTINUED T0 DECLINE FRGM A SECUNITY ~ 

,
. 

_’ 

ENCOUNTERED TRUUBLE SINCE DECENBER I963 RND IN GUANG NGAI WHERE 
,

r 

’ .DIfFICULTIES BEGAN IN LATE FEBRUARY, THE SITUATION APPARENTLY 

V. CQNTINUES T0 DECLINE. ACCORDING T0 THE 51 MARCH STATISTICS _. 
. ‘THE SITUATION HAS BEEN STABILIZED IN QUANG TIN, HAU NGHIA, THUR THIEN, 

;.GIA~DINH AND DINH TUONG PRBVINCES INITIALLY AFFECTED BY THE POST—TET 

; 

GFFENSIVE KND IN LONG KHANH PROVINCE WHERE SIMILAR DIFFICULTIES HAD 
NT BEEN REPURTED DURING MARCH. IT SHOULD BE NQTED THAT THIS SET 0? HES 

' $TRTI$TICS SHQNS AN OVERALL INCREASE FUN THE WHOLE COUNTRY IN THE 

l 

PERCENTAGE OF PQPULATIGN IN THE "RELAT1VELY SECURE, GVN~GONTROLLED" 

. 
CATEGGRY QN 31 MARCH AS CQNPANED T3 THE SITUATION ON 23 FEBRUARY; , 

19¢ FIELD EISEENI STATE USRRV TTH AIR FGRCE USAID DIR/JU$?80 

; 
INN. NICKEL GNLYI USARV NAUFURV CINCPAC flRPAC,?ACFLT ?A$AF IALSQ SENT 

~ 

‘ I I 

I 

Egg?

\ 
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