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1.

Prisoner's role and :importance in Nazi CM:ANY are hard to
There is no convenient category into which he falls easily:
assess..
even during his most influential
his SS rank was of no significance,
period he vas a mere Lt in the Gannon Yet Prisoner's
political influence has been of significance and has stretched further
than the authority normally accorded t a well-known political writer,

2.

Prisoner's reputation was built primarily on his shrewd analysis
His constant interest in high policy, and personal
of fortiEn affairs.
knowledge of the politicians and officials who shaped it, showed him how
There, is no doubt
tenuous and potent the manipulation of power . can be.
that his own political ambitions aimed very'high, and that he considered
himself a future Secretary or Under-Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
In his view titles and rank were unimportant and real influence, especially
in totalitarian CZTe, could equally well be wielded by shadowy men
concealed behind the figures e:Tosed to the public gaze. To Prisoner's
it was but one step to
mind along this ny lay the road to hij. office :
emerge from the shadows, ond 7.ssum the mantle of public Power. Such
tIctics required infinite fimsse and a close knowledge of the in-fighting
mAhods among the N:'zi hierarchy. After three false starts (R6:21, HESS and
RIBBEVTROP), aryl. p . :rti-.1 obscurity in 1942 .1 1 A 1943 Prisoner, but Tar the
occident of
d...fe:-.t and total occur".tion,. might well have ochiuved
his

3.

Prisoner did not r..:6orl himself as an unscrupulous opportunist. As
a journalist ha had observed tle rrrniigl.:s of politicians for raw years
and pridd himssif on havinE f_w illusions; to him Fascism, dsmocracy and
Cormunism ;:are but symptoms of the a! , C-old °dash of cultures, prt of
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the dynamic strualo between decay and- grov..th, the pattern of history
blindly and often brutally gropin for fulfilm,nt. Nazism was injecting
n,w vigour into s,
people forgt.tful of itn destiny.
. In his youth, he had
sat at the feet ‘a • Cswald .93GLE:13:
his was SFU . GLER's philosophy
brought up to date.
'llen Prisoner first came into prominence in the early 1930s
he advocated pseudo-Socialism am Stat. nationalism, ic the Gregor STRASSER
kind of Nazism.
Through his writings he persuaded the Conservative element
to underwrite Fazism, arguing that the more repugnant aspects were mere
teething troubles of a young revolutienary party.
This was his first
betrayal of the moral integrity on which he so loftily insists.
Prisoner is a man of exceptional intellectual faculties and
literary flair. From then onwards Ile interpreted Nazi expansion in
terms of rensscence of Germs.n "Kultur" :- his theme was German hegemony
. in EUROPE, cloaked in the deceptive verbiage of a "Federal Europe".
The
missicn of German Kultur, the degrading nihilism of "Amerikanismus", the
mechanistic barbarism threatening from the Last, the decadence and
hypocrisy of British Imperialism, all these were recurrent topics in his
writings, served up with a seemiszly rational erudition in which shrewd
historical and social analysis, insidious half-truths and astonishing
isllacies constantly intermingled.
5.

Prisoner's claim that he wat not a Nazi is not well foumded.
He can
He was not, it is true, a belisver in the Nordic blooyth.
point to his frequent clashes wit) the'rropaganda Ministry, with BORMNN,
DIETRICH, GOEBETLS and RIBBENTROP, to his cautious public and open
private criticism during the final stages of the Third Reich ("The war
is lost'- let us save CMIAN7 9, and finally to his timid intrigues to
have the, re he believed, more mallea lae H1.ER replace HITLER. But
in 1 940 when German dominaticn over I-URCFE was almost complete, Prisoner
could still talk of moral values, reasoning post factum, as he had done
before, that external force was an unimportant trapping of a transitional stage which would weld arROYE into the political and cultural
unity of a Pan-Cermenic Commonwealth, thus proving once more to the
intellectual and doubting minority that Nazi methods were historically
inevitable, and, therefore, ex2usable and in the long run unimportant.
The record of the Nazi regime is a grim historical fact, for which
.Prisoner must accept some responaibility.
His share in the war guilt
was that he shored up a vicious and cowardly dictatorship by giving it
moral values and a historical p,rspective which he knew to be false.
This is his second, irreparable bttrayal.
History of the Case

6.

Prisoner came to DIG fronlYT SC r:,BBRURSEL on 12 All 46, but
reports produced by other agencies on this case were not available at
the time.
Interrogatisn was, therefore, hampered by lack of background material.
When earlier reports on Prisoner came to hand these
proved to contain a more detailed account of the facts than Prisoner
can recall now after a considerable lapse of time.

7.

)tany questions in the Brice have already been fully covered
In fact,
by previous reports, and Prisoner has nothing new to add.
such infm as he has siven falls short of previous statements. Further,
on the basis of the "Dustbin" Report, apparently unwarranted assumptions
have been made linking Prisoner with political and economic espionage.

BST AVAILABLE COP
-

3-

For instancu, a whole par4:raph (par e) of th.. "Dustbin". Report
is devotcd to "7IP2ING's Frobalu Activitius" Lnd contains hints
and predictions not subst:JItistcd by. data but, bascd, it would 3(Ctl,
wholly on thc previous inturrosutor
hunchns.
Lach of these red
herrinss has greatly aelaycd
8.

7risomr vas f.t first sullun :Ind unhelpful, since he had
bcon C.ven to understaml k . his :_oricc.n IO thnt ho
:bout to bo
He hc..s sincc chrnEud hi..Atitude :ncl. co-operated to
releaccd.
tho best of his ability.
"r" Association with is.H.ERXER (Prisoner
DIC) has confirmud that Prisoner has not beun hudsing on any of the
questions put to
II.

9.

PERSCYLL

Ce..reer
15 iipr 07

Born in SCH-ERTURTAC:Th%
Studied sociolo,v and political sciuncc.
Became azzist:nt to rrof BRIMANV at Institute
of Social am'. 7olitioLl Sciences at HETMLBERG
University.
the next few years visited
D:.stern Eurcp,.In and B .Jkan countries.
1 930Took Doctor's dr.c atHEIDELBERG University.
Asst 2ditor - "Die Tat".
PublisheCt hie first book: "21vischoneuropa
1932
und
deutsol-: Zukunft".
'lent to DELI
free-I:Ince j)urnalist, and .
became un active contributor to "Die Tat".
Worked ih the Info sect of Lcasuo of Nations
Sup - Dec 32
in GENEV:ec_Intinuud frec-lancc journalissl. 1,,ub1ished
1933
his second book: "Duutochland in der s:Teltpolitik".
!ient to ITALY .'nd YUGOSLAVIA.
Cci 33
Asst Editor of :qinchoal.c:a.t.e.-21ccin.
FublisLuA
tldru book: "Kapfe der 7elt1934
politik".
End 34
Bucame politic..l editor of "Winchener licueste
Nachrichtcn" L111. 2 editor of "Diu Tat"..
Trovellcd dl in EURCTE for his papers,
durinE; thc n,xt few years.
Sumer 36
Editor-in-chi.f af
Jun ne.:r
First journey to the ?IDDIE
P4bliction of fourth book: "Engllinder,
1 938 .
Juien
.1.ry.bc-o., in
,
38
Apr - Au E
Visit to USA. 'J:n - Mix 39
S,:cona journE;i to !aDDLE
Acce.'t,d hon ?osition in TAfr. Sect of Ausw Amt,
Se p 39
in addition to his .2.utius as editor of MN and
"Diu Tot", not; renamed "Das XX Jahrhundert".
J.An 42
Publicatifm of fifth book: "Der Mcsalose
1925
1929

Kontincat".

Feb 42

Voluntaril: join,d the Army. His position as
editor of the ?2,N had become untenable as a
result of sv,ral eAitorial articles
favourinE a lunitLat l'elicy towards FRANCE.
("Thre is no snch thins an a "soft" or "hard"
polic, only
or •n shIpid one").
Promct . .c. Sd.f (z) in KricEsberichter

BEST VINE CO
Apr 42

Dec 42
Jan 43

Spring 44
1944
Summer 44

War Correspondent in RUSSIA, attached 56
Pz Corps.
There wrote memorandum criticising
Gorman treatraent of Russians. This memo he
managed to give personally to Gen WAGNER,.
Deputy Chief of GS OKH. WAGNMR.apparently
pansod it onto HALER, for some months
.later Prisoner MS ordered by P;ORMANN not
to write again on Russian affairs during
the war.
Ill: returned to GERMANY.
Attached to OKWA/PrOehrmaoht Propaganda),
working on Webrmaont pedioation "SignalhA
Brief visits to PRANCE, SPAIN, ITALY and
IEGIMAIHt,
Premated Lt.
_Publication of sixth book: "Des Zeitalter
des Ikaros"i
ones XX Jahrhurxiert" vas suppressed by
Propaganda:Ministry as a result of an
article on Higronexus BOSCH Oillegorical
inveqUid,.

Oct 44 - Mar 45 Wrote EGMONT Reports for RSHA VI, ant
became SCEiELLEMERG's political adviser.
Mar 45
Evacuated with Amt VI staff to BAVARIA.
1 Jun 45
Arrested by American CIO in BAD WU,
BAVARIA.

10-,:7 Political
1933
Nov 38
Summer 40
i'aitunn 40
11.

Membet of Reich.spressekammer.
Hptstuf in Allg SS.
Joined NAP (no rank or office).
Stu/n.1' in Aug
l SS.

Decorations

Summer 42
Summer 42

KVIC. 2nd Class.
EK 2nd Class.
III.

12.

CONTACTS WITH GIs

Invesiigation has not sUbstantiated any of the suggestions
made in the brief, but there is no doubt that had Prisoner been
approached to undertake special -missions for Abw or Amt VI, he would
have gladly done so (this on his own admission). In fact, by some
oversight, no use was made of Prisoner's wide European experience
and contacts. ' Prisoner is, therefore, almost exclusively 'a
"political" case: as already stated, he Played a significant role in
the ideolOgical and political field. The only exception to this
is Prisoner 's work as
ONT, when he Was given aciceSs to Amt VI
material. Here again, the motive Which prompted Prisoner to engage
.1.nAaigh-level evaluation Of int reports was entirely political. An
account of this aspect of prisoner's activitiO will be found-:at
.Appendix A.

-5-

13. League of Nations
Prisoner denies that his appointment in 1932 as Publio
Relations assistant in the Section d'Information of the League of
Nations in GENEVA was engineered in any way through Max ILCNER. At
that tire !risoner was known for his anti-Big Business politics,
and IG FARBEN MS one of his favourite wirdrillsi It is, therefore,
unlikely that IQ FARBEN would have gonc out of thoir way to help
a young Journalist who delighted in slinging mud at their org.
Prisoner obtained his position through TERHAR, a friend, who was
then an official in the League of Nations office (?) in BERLIN.
Prisoner believes that TERHAR at the same time worked in the Infra Sect of the Id FARM?: this is, hormver, the only possible link
he can trace. .
144 IS i'AREEN Int Service

Max ILONER
Prisoner denies any contact with this org.
he claims to have met for the first time after hi& arrest in
MORSEL.' He further denies that he was ever approached by
this or any other org to carry out industrial, technical, economic
Lastly, he was not aware that
or political espionage abroad,
. SCIELLENBERG had in mind a reorganisation of Abw which would have
made a vide use of the IG FARBEN Int Service.
15. Foreign Correspondents of MNN

Prisoner at first denied that any of the lam correspondents
abroad were also working for the GIS. He later admitted that he
had heard that his Portuguese and Hungarian representatives were
"somehow" connected with it.
Irk view of the Propaganda Ministry
ban on GIS activities, he took pu,vins not to investigate the truth
of these rumours; in any case, he took the view that as long as
his.00rreapondents fulfilled their duties to the paper, it was no
Comers of his what they did in their spare time; furthermore, he
realised that they were likely to acquire sources of-infm which
would incidentally benefit his paper.
The following is a list of MIIN correspondents during the war:SWEDEN

bwilZERLAND
,TURKEY
-.(BUNCARY
SPAIN
•

FINLAND
USA
' USSR
ITALY
BULGARIA
ROUMANIA

JAPAN

.

Graf von TOGGENBURG (formerly UK)
BRAUTIG1M, (formerly FRANCE)
SCHMITZ, Walter.
KORNHUBER (Note: Worked for.SD)
HAGER
_BRAGGARD (Note: Worked for KO PORTUGAL)
Graf KNIPHAUSEN
VIERECK (Later arrested as German agent;
see Appendix
Er Klaus
D, Para 13)
later Frau Dr PeRZGEN
Egon MANN
Otuar BERTH
Name forgotten
Arvid BALK.

All -his correspondents were instructed to send Prior
weekly or fortnightly confidential reports on the political
situation, including gossip on personalitiosHrumoUrs from enact/

BEST AVAILABLE COPY
-

1.4

6 -

coUntries, and other mattor which he could not print.
He
maintains that those reports wore for his awn infra only and,
except for 'Material on SE EUROPE, were not shown to anyone else.
Prisoner states that in this way he was able to build up an
exocllent infm service, which was often better informed than
official sources.
16, Contaots with Abw

a) Obstlt von LOSSOW
•*A

Von LOSSOW had formerly been the editor of "Illuatrierter
Rundfunk" in BERLIN and a personal acquaintance of Prisoner's.
During the war this man worked in Ast
(Note: I Wi, Ast
MUNICH, later Leiter I, Ast MUNICH) and came to see him about
once a month. Von LOSSOW was interested in receiving news about
commercial and economic conditions in SE EUROPE, and disoussed
with Prisoner at length the current situation. Prisoner allowed
him to read the confidential reports from KORNHUBER and SCHMITZ,
which he judged to be reliable. Prisoner cannot say to what
use LOSSOW put the very general.infm he obtained from him. He
denies that LOSSOW ever asked him to pass on certain briefs to
his correspondents abroad.
b) Maj SOLM
Prisoner had flatly denied that SOLE was an Abw offr.
He states that SOLM was his immediate chief in Wehrmacht Propaganda,
and the offr responsible for the publication of "Signal". To the
best of Prisoner's knowledge, SUM was not connected with any ittrtir
work (this is borne out by our own info, which gives SOLM as Head
of Gruppe PT b, OKWA Fr).
c) Dr LEVERYTHN
Prisoner states that LEVERKTEN was a friend of SOIM's. In
Aug 43 SOLM asked Prisoner to meet this man. who, SOLM said, would be
arriving from TURKEY and was exceptionally well informed on Turkish
affairs, and on relations between the western Allies and the USSR as
as seen from that part of the world. Prisoner met LEVERKTIHN in SOLM's
office, and questioned him on these subjects. Prisoner claims that
this is the only contact he had with LT....VERMIN. Prisoner was not
aware that he was head of KO TURKEY.
d)

Ae
r.

KLEYENSTURER

Prisoner has met this man twice but their relations were of
no int interest. An account of the meetings is given in Appendix D,
pare 29.
e) Knowledge of KOs

n.

Prisoner states that he can give NO infm on KO! SWEDEN, SPAIN
or PORTUGAL. Except in the ease of KLEYENSTUBER, he does not know the
names of offrs attd to these orgs.

• rac.
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TOP SECRET

Giaelher WERSING
APPENDIX A
THE "EGMONT" REPORTS
NOTE: This Report should be read in conjunction with
1Erfollowing reports:
.
FIAT ("DUSTBIN") Report IN FIAT EP 234-82 (WIRSING)

dated 18 Jan 46.
Draft Report from MFIU No 3 dated 30 Jul 45.
Counter-Intelligence War Boom Liquidation Report No 6
SF 5 2/4122 (5) - W.R.C. 3a, dated 9 Oct 45.
This report thes not set down the results of the
detailed investigation. since the subject has already
been fully covered in the above mportlif it merely
elaborates points on which Prisoner has given
additional infm. In view of the nature of the Brief,
some repetition is inevitable.
1. Introduction

From Oct 44 until Mr 45, RSHA VI published its own
analyses of world affair's which were circulated only at highest
levels.
These reports, which appeared at irregular intervals - about
two or three weeks - were called SGKONT" Reports and classified
Fcr some tire SCIELLENBERG, the ambitious head of
"Top Secret".
Amt VI, had been an opponent of HITLER's and RIBBENTROP's foreign
policy, and considered that HITLER was badly advised by the tiusw ;mt.
Through his SWONT" Reports, which reached HITLER through HIMMLER,
SCHELLENBERG, by giving what Prisoner calls "unbiased report" of
political trends, aimed to counteract RIBBFVMOP's influence and,
if possible, to oust RIBMITROP trom his position.
At the time, SCHELLMNBERG's main preoccupation was the
necessity of concluding an immediate peace with the Western Allies,
in order to salvage as much as he could from a CERMANY which, he
considered, had plainly lost the war; he based his hopes for a
German renascence on the pattern of events which followed the 1914 18 war. To have said so openly in a report which was read by HITLER,
would have been considered high treason, but SCHEIXFVBERG, by
presenting "objective" reports - GERMANY's position in world affairs
being, on any showing, depressing enough - counted on persnsaing
HITLER to listen to the "moderates", and failing this, to convince
RIMIER of the urgent need of betraying his "God" and removing the
man who stood in the way of the long-term salvation of MILANI,
Although HTMMLER seems to have accepted the general argument behind
the "EGMONT" Reports, he could not bring himself, until it was too
HIMMLER‘s
late, to take the drastic step of overthrowing HITLER;
final peace talks with Count BLTNDDOTTE are historical facts too
well known to need recapitulation here.
SCHEILENBERG saw in
HIMMLER the only man in GERMANY capable of taking over control from
HITLER, and possessing sufficient authority to conclude an immediate
peace.
Prisoner now claims that he himself never saw in HIMMLER

every
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moro than the head of an interim government for a strictly •
limitod periol and mentioned BRUNING as a possible suocensor;
but these wore enly nebulous formulations doubtfualy acoePtud
&CH:MEM:ERG; the main point of agreeoont between SCHULLENBERG
and Prisone r was that HITLER must be removed. ' RIMIER hesitated
until it was too late, and the real aim of tho "EGMONT" Reports
cane to nothing.
WIRSING was the man chosen by SCHELLENBERG to produce
the "EGMONT" Reports. His relations with SCHELLENBERG in this
connection have been admirably surmaed up in Liquidation Report
No 6, Counter-Intelligenco War Room, dated 9 Oct 45:-

2.

"The oesk.ntiol conception of SCHELLEFBERG's int
service was. the preparation by hat VI of a properly
coordinated summary of political int from all
availabkc sources; and SCEELLEKBERG to achieve
that end did not hesitate to go beyond the recognised
organisation of Amt VI
A striking example is
his use of Dr 'EBBING in the preparation of the
"EGMONT" Reports. Dr VIRSING was a journalist and
author of note whose grasp of political affairs
SCHELLENBERG ouch admired. He was, however, in no
sense an Amt VI offr or aeent. But SCHEIIMBERG,
recognising his ability (Note: and also a kinAred
mentality and political ambition) decided that
WIRSING, with his wide knowledge of political
affairs and his training as a political writer, Was
better fitted for the task he had in mind than any
Amt"VI offr, and did not hesitate to invite WIRSING
to prep-re reports on political matters for Apt VI.
The rerarkahlk, feature is that TIRSING was given
access to all Amt VI material likely to be of
assistance to him. With this material at his
disposal WIRSING prepared reports on various
aspects of political importance which were in
turn passed to the Zentral Bdro (of Amt VI) for
further distribution as the "Eepont Berichte".
SCHELLENBERG had calculated in this way to have
these reports, which attempted to be a true
ment of a deteriorating situation, passed through
HIMMIER to HITLER with the hope that the foreign
policy of the Reich would be framed to meet
realities which HITLER would not face".
assess-

.3.

Origin of Name

In 1942, Prisoner, while a war -c°"!gPendent in RUSSIA,
produced a memorandum for ADE IV severely criticising the German
adm in occupied RUSSL :.. This memo reached HITLER, or, at any
rate, his intraediate entourage, and Prisoner was considered 6
carping critic for his remarks. Prisoner, furthermore, had a
long-standing disagreement with GOEBBELS and the Propaganda
Ministry and had also personally offended RIBBENTROP by refusing
to take over the Infra Sec of the Ausw Amt in 1941 .(s 43 0 Appendix B).
In order, therefore, not to prejudice the value of the Apt
reports, it was agreed by =HUMMER& that they should appear
anonymously as "GMONT" Reports. EGMONT refers to a quotation
from GOETHE's "EGMONT": "It is not meet to oppose the king, yet
One must stand in the way of the king who takes the first unfortunate
.steps along the yrong path".
"Kinc" obviously is not a vcry
VI

•

.

•

A
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subtle allusion to HITLER, while it speaks against Prisoner's
acumen that ho should consider that HITLER made the first
mistakes in autumn 44.
44

It was a condition of Prisoner's vurbal agreement
with SCHELLEMBERG that HITLER, GOEBEMS, RIMENTROP and BORHANN
should in no circumstances be informed of his activities as
"EGMONT". In case of inquiry, SCHELIMBERG would claim
authorship himself, but no query of this nature over arose.
The following persons were aware that Prisoner was the author
of "EGMONT": HiMYIER, ICALTEUBRUIIPM, the Gruppcnchefs of Ant VI,
the staff of the Zentralbtro of Ant VI, IQUOMR(by special
permission of SOHELLM
.BERG), TROT zu SOLZ and Dr Alexander
NEM (both of the all Pol Abt of Ausw Amt).

5.

Prisoner's Rolalions with SCHELLENBERG

In early 44, Prisoner's friend, TROTT zu SOLZ, centioned
in the course of political discussions, that SCHELLENHERG was,
for an SS Gen, a "reasonable" man, and might be a useful contact.
He, TROTT, would arrange a meeting between Prisoner and
SCHELLENBERG. TROTT was executed .for his part in the 20 July
plot, but he had already arranged for a meeting and through
SOHELLENHERG's adjutant, SCHHITZ . Prisoner net SOHELLENBERG for
a drink at the Hotel Adlon in Sep 44. SCHELLENHERG told
Prisoner that he had read, and agreed with, Prisoner's cost
recent book "Das ZeitaltRr des . Ikaros", which contained sane
veiled criticisms of HITLER.
Prisoner then plunged into a
long talk on the political situation, the gist of which hinted
that the, war was lost, ana that in order to get the best terms,
=wavy must make peace now, while she still had some tangible
assets with which she could bargain, og a partially effective
Wehrmacht and occupied territories.' Furthermore, prolongation
of the war would cause further needless destruction in GERMANY
and possibly dangerous internal political repercussions. SCHELLENBERG asked Prisoner whether he was aware that his vieum were
oppOSed to HITLER's. Prisoner replied that he had no infm as to
what HIIIER's views might be, but asked whether HITLER had access
to reports which might enable him to form a dispassionate, objective
judgement.
SCHELLENBERG did not answer directly, but asked
Prisoner whether he would be prepared to undertake the evaluation
of all international material from Amt VI special sources, for use
at highest level. From this discussion the "EGMONT" Reports ware
"initiated.
6.

•

•
In the following months, Prisoner remained in closest
contact with SCIELLENBERG, and became, in fact,,his political
adviser. Prisoner made it clear to SCHELLENBERG that he would
not consent to become an official-of Aut VI, or even agree to work
in the Amt VI offices. SCHELLENBERG therefore instructed his
Zentralbero that every day the relevant Amt VI files should be
sent to Prisoner's flat; these were collected again next day and
a new batch delivered.
This somewhat peculiar arrsngement seems
to have functioned satisfactorily ., and saved Prisonee the trouble
of wrestling with adm routine.
About.onoe a week, or once a fortnight - accordin g to the
general situation -; Prisoner visited:SCHELLENBERG at his Offico,.
and they spent an afternoon going through the dr017"EGWer Report
which Prisoner had brought with him. SCHELLENBMG rarely 119P-de any.
major alterations, and prisoner took this opportunity to raise

<7'
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-ivspecific points which could only be briefly touched on in the
reports, on which ho considered SCHELLENBERG should take action
(sea pars 11).
8. Prisoner's knowled6e of GIS
Prisoner claims that his knowledge of CIS org and
personalities was slight, and that although he had access tO
GIS material, he considered himself an outsider and abstained from
closer inquiry. Prisoner denies having any knowledge of GIS
methods of obtaining int from abroad.
He claims to have been
aware of the- . existence of the ]Ds, but denies knowledge Of details.
There is no reason to disbelieve Prisoner on this point, since
extensive knowledge of the GIS org was not necessary for the
production of EGMONT Reports.
At the beginning of Prisoner's collaboration with Lmt VI,
SCHELLENBERG gave Prisoner n general outline of the.GIS, and
specifically of the kat VI org, without disclosing int methods.
Prisoner states that as a journalist, he had hitherto.had a low
opinion of the efficiency of the . GIS, and was surprised by the
quality of infm available. SCHELLENBERG introduced Prisoner
to the heads of his Gruppon, and Prisoner recalls meeting Standf
SLNEBERGUR, Standf STEINE, Ostubaf PAFFCEN, Ostuf CLASSEN, Nhj
SJ1NDHERGER later explained
METZ and OberfeldriChter SCHON.
to Prisoner the internal aim of
VI.
When Amt VI evacuated
to BAVAX0j, in spring 45, Prisoner met Stubaf OELBRUCK, Obst BUNTROCK
and Ostubaf DAUFELD.
9. Contents of Reports
Prisoner claims that after a year imprisonment, his
mersery is beginning to fail, and he is therefore unable to
Ho States, on the •
reconstruct the contents of his reports.
other hand, that he wrote a fairly complete summary of his
reports -while ho was in Americam captivity, and could certainly
not improve on it.
It is not believed that Prisoner is evading
to reconstruct' the twelve or thirteen
the issue on this point;
reports after this lapse of time would certainly be a feat of
memory. For the sake of completeness, Prisoner 'eprevious
reconstruction of the 'EGMONT" Reports, taken from the DUSTBIN
Report, IN FLT EP 324-82 (WIRSING) dated 18 Jan 46, is reproduced
below:- . ,
(NOTE: The reports are summarised month by month, as Prisoner claims
that he could not remember which events were treated in each
separate report)
"October 1544
ROOSEVELT's and CHIRCHILL's QUEIEC Conference results in
the renewed determination for victory in Europe before . the Far
Eastern victory. Considerable disagreements with RUSSIA as
evinced by the decreased lease-lend deliveries. No 00 -ordination of Anglo-American and Russian conduct of war. This;
however, may not be interpreted to indicate that an open conflict between the two groups can be expected before GERMANY''s
defeat.. ' It means that there will be a race for BERLIN. As
the stabilization of tho German front in the Vest has come as
a surprise to EISENHOWER and 4 1ONTGGEER'r, an opportunity presents
itself for initiating negotiations with the Western Powers".

Iv-
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(In one of the first reports, Priscner r:.entioned Christmas

44 as the last date by which contract would have to be made

with EISENHOWER, any lator date would lessen (ERMANY's
chances). .

"Rovember
STALIN's first turning against JAPAN demonstrates
that RUSSIA is sensitive to American pressure in the matter
of deliveries (STALIN's speech at the beginning of Nov
shortly before the ROOSEVELT elections).
Everything
indicates that the For East problem is in the foreground
of American politics (regardless of the QUEBEC agreement).
ROOSEVELT uses negotiations for deliveries as a means to
obtain Russian participation in the Far East war, urgently
demanded by public opinion in the United States. STALIN's
speech is the first concession in this respect.
By .
virtue of her sphinx-like behaviour in the Far East, RUSSIA
holds the koy to the general -situation. GERMANY may fear
that the Americans will trade Russian concessions in the
Far East problem for concessions made to the Russian viewpoint on Europe and particularly on GERMANY. Therefore,
the need for early negotiations with EISENHOWER becomes
still more urgent.
These negotiations make aortae only
before complete hmerican-Russian agreement is reached, in
which, of necessity t the European and Far Eastern problems.,
ate being balanced.
"In ENGLAND no vital interest in this horse-trading of
the two others. Great internal tension over foreign policy,
by which EDEN himself is affected. The inner circle of
the Tories is vitally interested not to have the Russian
influence in Europe become too preponderating, since this
would be in contradiction to t:.e policy of balance of power.
The first contact of this influential Tory circle with the
Conservative Roman Catholic ferces everywhere. in Europe.
In this connectimespecially important the role of BIDAULT,
who maintains very close contact not only with the Vatican
but also in ENGLAND with personalities like VOIGT and others.
Important in this connection CHURCHILL'S visit in PARIS on
11 Nov (Plans for Western Block)."_
"Importance of this also recognised in MOSCOW, hence
invitation to DE GAULLE and BIDAUET to come to MOSCOW; this
came at a decided surprise duri ne CHURCHILL's presence in •
PARIS".
- "There remains a slight chance for GERMANY to make contact
with these circles, especially as Amt VI has, contacts with
BRUNING through SwITZEMLAND."
(NOTE; Prisoner had met BRUNING in 1932, but claimsthat he
had not . kept contact with him. When TROTT and Prisoner were
looking for a suitable figurehead for a new Government,
BRUNING t e name was mentioned. TROTT then said that he AAS
in contact' with BRUNING through, Prisoner believes, an ... .
American who was workine, at the International Bank in BASLE,
and Anton BOHM, of the Ausw Amt, was also in correspondence
through another source.. SCHMIZNBERG himself had another
personal contact to BRUNING through S giTZERLAND, but nothing
further is known to Prisoner. Prisoner cannot say how far
BRUNING was aware of developments inside GERMANY, but thinks
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"that, up to 20 July, ho was kept informed by TROTT.)

"In the following is given the pivotal point (Noto.1
below) of t. ;.e entire series of EGMONT.reports:
The
Catholic and Conservative 7ing cannot possible negotiate
with GERMANY without first establishing preliminary
The attempt to
conditions in internal politics.
capitulate only in tho West pro-supposes the establishment
of corresponding preliminary conditions:a in the Roman Catholic problems,
b in the Jewish problem (Note 2, below),
c
in the policy :!..71 the territories still
occupied, especially in IENUNRK and NORWAY,
Unless this is done, • TR_ANy is unable to negotiate even
with those circles in ENGLAND and AMERICL which view with
disfavour so great .a Soviet preponderance in EUROPE, Reference to utterances in this sense by the American
DULLES in SWITZERLAND, and by Americans in LISBON."
"(Note 1: The rain point, ie . H1T1ER's resignation or
removal could naturally not be included by SCHELLENBERG
expressis verbis in the report. . it was made evident
by the above7mentioned,preliminary conditions whioh
HITLER would never have been able to fulfil, Lad HIMULER
naturallY only as a'transitional solution for 'quite
different forces. Therefore, in the last :ENT report,
the proposal was made to ask BRUNING to . form:the new
.govornment)"
erstood the
"(Note 2: 'Neither HITLER nor . I.UMMLE
....above-mentioned reasoning. The only result was that
SCHELLENBERG began negotiations with a member of the
-Swiss Council (Ex-president MIIISY) for the purpose of
- „1=fr eeing Jews who were still in German hands; this was
The second consequence was
'later Stopped by HITLER.
the granting of a:few small concessions to DENMARK and
.NORWAY and to some of-the French who had bean arrested;
these concessions were, however, nullified by the
Gestapo..)"
!December 1944
•
In MOSCOW anti-Japanese propaganda continues to be
moderate.. The main problem of American-Russian relations
still remains open.. So long as this is the case there
regains the infinitesimal chance of saving the unity of
GERMANY under Anglo-American occupation. On the other
hand the result of DE GAULLE'S and BIDAMT's visit in
RUSSIA
MOSCOW is a renewed defeat for the Tories.
demonstrates by this that she too insists on Speaking
deoisively in Western European metiers. Infm indicates
that no final 'agreement has yet been reached on the
problem of the German zones 'beyond the decisions reached
in TEHERAN.
GERMANY must take advantage of this.
before it happens. In JAPAN first inklings of a EOVe to
form a cabinet for peace negotiations under KUM."

BEST AVAILABLE COP
"Battle of the Bulge Interrupts Reports
With the beginning of the LIDWOURG offensive the
reports are interrupted for a while in order to await
the results. When Prisoner heard of this plan a short
while before, he told SCHELLENBERG that ell chances
which still existed would be ruined if the offensive
was not a huge success, something Which could hardly be•
expected. SCHELLENBERG said that no-one could dissuade
HITLER from this plan.
He gave Prisoner to understand
that HIMMLER was loo undecided to act openly-against
HITLER - although SCHELLENDZRG, too, clearly saw that
that moment offered irrevocably the last chance.
"Beginning January 1945
The LUXEMBURG offensive, though not absolutely
decisive, has been.relatively successful in . that the
American deployment has beenconsidorably disturbed for
some time and in that,GERM1NY has proved that it still
exists. It is all to more important now to draw the
political consequence from this, especially since
everything indicates an early conference of the Big'
This is repeated urgently at the and of
Thrdel
In the meantime, the great Russi27-177.feneive
January,
has, as could be foreseen, ruined th& . preliminary
conditions which were the basis eif'the EGMONT reports
of October, November and EsceMber (Renewed interruptions
of the reports)".

"End of February 1945
Detailed analysis of the YALTA conference (this report
. Prisoner compared all.the.iteme%7
is in American hands).
which had come to his knowledge and on which an ogre:Went'
had been reached with those which had,remeined Uniettled.
had
The result of the report: .1, final accord,.'4s,
_ ,
r =MANY
•
feared for some time, has been roached . between,the Allies.
Prestrably it also Covers, in, p ri nc#1.e , the Far East
problem.: CERMANY 's last chance : i.S.gems for the realisation of the plan sUbmitted in autumn 1944. .(In fact the
preliminary conditions in internal politics, which were
indispensable, had not been felfilled.) There can no
longer be any hope of a separate Anglo-Americamicolicy,
not even with re2ard to capitulation,"
'March

1945

The last reports dealt with the opposition in ENGLAND
to parts of the YALTA decisions (the Polish question). They
gave, however, only a condensed picture of the general
situation.
The last report redompended the voltintery
dissolution of the NSDAP and the appeal to BRUNING to form
a new Reich Government."
10. Sources of "EGMONT" Reports
Since the 'EGWNT" Reports were essentially political
reports, much of At VI's specialised info was of no interest to
Prisoner, or served mere]., as confirmation, in detail, of the
Under this heading falls
general trend already known to him,
all military and most industrial int. Furthermore, since Prisoner
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was an outsider in Amt VI he made it a point of etiquotto not to
inquiro into the sources of the info. Lastly as an experionocd
foreign commentator, Prisoner had acquired, oVer the years, a
thorough knowledge of foreign affairs which oontinued to servo
hint for his interpretation of broad policy.
a) Basic Material
Material drawn from sources not connected with the GIS:(i)

International News Menoies (Reuter, UP,AP,INS,TASS,cto).

The BNB provided a German translation of all
messages sent by the International News Agencies, which
came to abcut 200 pagea . a day. Socurity grading was
"Secret".
Similarly, they also provided a monitoring
service of foreign broadcasting stations. Prisoner
received these foreign news summaries as political
commentator for "Signal".
Prisoner's secretaries
undertook the preliminary sifting of this bulky material.
(ii) American and British Papers and lagazines, eg the
airmail edition of "The Times". Previously most of
this material had come via LISBON, but now Prisoner had
to rely on the somwhat liuited supply from STOCKHOLM.
- .
(iiilReports.from . Csrman Etbassies in Neutral Countries.
As a political writer of repute, Prisoner, over the
years, had formed a number of' personal contacts with
high-ranking Lusw Ant Officials, from whom he received
occasionally inn_ and guidance regarding the ..trend of foreign affairs, and who showed . him, privately, reports
sent in by the Embassies in S1EDEN,-SwIT2ERLZD, SPAIN
and PORTUGAL. ruring the period of the "IKRIONT":Beports
. his tost important contacts were no lomger Available
(eg TRCTT zu SOLZ had been executed in sumer 44 for his
part in the 20 July plot), but Prisoner consulted the
following:SIk did
Head of Infra Sec, Ausw
NOT show Prisoner confidantiral reports.
Dr Alexander
WERTH .

Infm Sec, Ausw Amt. Prisoner's main
contact at the time. Provided Ausw
Ant roports regarding the Western Allies.

Leg Rat .BRAUN

par East Sec, Ausw ASA. Provided-infm
on the par East.

Dr Anton BM. Vatican Referat. ,TroviAed-inft on
Roman Catholic affairs:
(scif xwmaz

Embassy, ST0CKER:41G In parentheses,
PRAYER should be arldPd to this list.
KRIMER was aware that Prisoner had
difficulty in obtaining access to
AUsw Amt reports, many of which were
'Circulating at the Embassy in.STOCICHOUL
ERAMER maae 6 practice of abstracting
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infm he thought might interest
Prisoner, and forwarding it via
the Amt VI courier service to
.BERLIN with the prefix "for
EGMONT". The messages were
passed on to Prisoner by Maj
OHLETZ of Mil C, without going
through nornal channels.)
Prisoner states that Er:tansy reports were in general
.interesting only for what they failed to report. *
(iv) German Personalities from Abroad
Prisoner had a very vide oircle of acquaintannes,
many of whom were abroad as foruiEn correspondents for
German papers. Whenever thesc rcturned to GERMANY
they made 6 habit of calling on him and exchanging newt:.
Prisoner recalls having spoken to the fallowing during
the °EGMONT" period:-.
Journalists: SELIG° • Correspondent for EINATAG in .
LISBON. Saw Prisoner in winter
44 in BERLIN.
von TOGGEKBURG Former HMN correspondent in
STOCKHOLM and personal friend
of Prisoner's. TOGGENBURG was
fairly frequently in GERMANYand excellently informed.'
.

* Diplomats:

SCENITZ

NM correspondent in TURKEY.

PCRZGEN

Correspondent of "Frankfurter
Zoitung" in SOFIA, formerly in
MOSCOW and TANGIL:.

laECKHOFF Ambassador in SPAIN; on leave
in GERMANY in Nov 44. A close
personal friend of Prisoner,
and.wt11-informed on AngloAerican matters.
RAH
' N -Ambassador in ILLY. Also a
personal friend of Prisoner.
Prisoner not him three times
during this period:Aug 44: Prisoner visited RAHN
in FASANO to ask him to intervene
on behalf of TROTT zu SOLE.
Nov 44: Prisoner introduoad:RAHN
to SCHELLENHERG. Prisoner hoped,.
that RAHN might be induced to put
out 1:pace feelers for SOHELL±Mal%
through DurTxs in bWITZERLAND
and afZe /totes Amt VI informant
Prisoner denies that RABIN agreed to
collaborate with SCHELLUZERry•

. .
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;

Di<J0 44:
Prisoner met RiAiN'in
IJURZDURG to discuss PAIKNIs.
. Vatican contacts, and tho Nazi
attitude towards Roman Catholicism,
which Prisoner hoped to modify.
He wished peaoe feelers to be
sent out through MN's Vatican
contacts.
• Von PAPEN •

Abbassador in TURKEY. Prisoner
not von PIN in BERLIN after the
latter I s return from TURKEY in
autumn 44.

Travellers:
Prof SCHMITZ

Internee repatriated from.US44
until the war head of the Deutsche
..Akademie in NEW YORK.

Frau BOVERI

Another repetriato from USA;
comber of the BROWN-DOVERI

.(v) foreign Personalities
Prisoner denies that during thiatimato bat any
foreigners of note:
He rocalls, hioi*ev.er„- having soke
discussions with two members of the Japanese Embassy
in BERLIN, regardin8 the political situation in the
,Far East:USHIDA

First (?) Secretary at Japanese
Embassy.

Ado HOSH16.1A.

Naval Attach° at Japanese Embassy.

b) Amt VI Material
Amt NI material ) taken by itself, was much too limited in
scope to allow Prisoner to :draw from it the extensive suMmaries
required for-his reports, but,it was valuable in that it
supplied concrete proofs and substantiated, in Many details,
his conclusions.
(i) Monitoring Reports (Sechausdienst)
Valuable as supplementary material to! the'Iritsrbotional
News Agencies reports (se° above). Owing to the paucity of
.materiel about the USSR, the Russian sec of thia-report'weis'
specially Ubsful.
•
(ii). .Amt VI Deily Reports (Tagesbericht)
(NOTE: Prisoner has been questioned on SCHELLENOR(AS
statement that the Daily Reports also went under the cover.Vrisbner btates this must be ,a
name of '',EGNONT" Roports.
he claims that only his reports were
mieumaerstanding;
laumn, by this name.)
N.
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The Daily Reports recorded, in brief excepts or
summaries, all the important messages which had come
in durinc the preceding day, but co-ordination and
evaltlatien of these messages wore not attempted, og
from EISBERG (good connections in Roman Catholic
circles, military info must be accepted with reserve).
Origin of source was not indicated. The Daily
Reports ran to six to twelve pages, and contained
military routine material, eg shipping reports from
GIBRALTAR, tactical reports from Fab, troop movements,
chains of comd otc of enemy armies. Prisoner was not
interested in this type of int, but looked for items
of political int which soodtimes were found among
these messages.
Prisoner states that he does not remember the covernaresof these sources, except the following, which
provided him with tho only valuable political int
material:-

■

JOSEPHINE:

Provided excellent political sitreps,
especially on the Western Allies. .

EISBERG:

Info about Roman Catholic matters.

RECTOR:

Mainly a mil and industrial source.

LEANDER:

SCHELLENBERG's private source in
LISBON. Through this source
SCHELLENBERG obtained an American
contact (through DO1LES ?) and
received info about internal
American political personalities.

OSTRO:

Another excellent source for
political int on Western Powers.

Far East
Nil C ran three agents in the Far
Sources: East (SHANGHAI ?), who also seemed
well-informed politically; one of
these was known as BORODIN. They
reported on peace feelers by JAPAN
-%to roach a settlement with CHIANG
KAI SHEK, the political situation in
CHINA and often good material about
Soviet industry and the equipment of
Soviet armies in SIBERIA. Once there
was also a report on a secret meeting
Of Japanese and RUssian delegates in
SIBERIA.
Prisoner admits that he was aware that JOSEPHINE andHECTOR were KRABER sources, but claims that he deliberately
abstained from trying to rind out further detei1a. some
JOSEPHINE political int Messages carried the prefix
"EGMONT" and Were passed to prisoner directly they reached Amt VI.
, Prisoner knows nothing about the OSTRO source,
except that the info came through SPAIN.
Under this heading fall also the memos of SCHELLENBERG
on conversations he had with personalities of int interest.
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Prisoner rocalls two such meros, one on a convorsation
with Adm KOSHah.of the Japanese Embassy in BERLIN,
thc other on conversations with :!USY.
(iii) Agents' Original Dessages
For Prisoner's purposes, the most important
end reliable political int was contained in the
JIDSEPHINE rind OSTRO massages. Ho also romombeis
the following:V-Don JLKOB: Apparently in close contact with
the Swiss IS, and also some contact
with BUNTS in BERNE. Prisoner
believes that JAKOB may have been
an agent run directly by SCHELUENBERG,
Contact with Spanish Foreign Office
L cortain amount of material from the
Spanish Foreign Office was available.
Frisonor rerombers several official
Spanish reports regarding the political
situation in TUMMY. He can give no
infra as to how this material was obtained,
eg: whether it was passed on by the
•
Spaniards, or stolen from Spanish Foreign
Office files.
RoLen Catholic Sources
again, Prisoner can give nothing but the
vaguest info. Somo of this materiel was
reliabalo, sone of it pure invention.
The only source prisoner can'reoall is
a V-man, degignated by a number. , whose,
no doubt. uswitting, infOnnents included
the Prior of the SCHEYERN
Monastery in
DAVARIL and the Bishop of LJUBLJANA in
SLOVENIA.,
-French Source from bItilZERLAND
A private source of SCBELLENBERC's
reporting about the internal pOliticei
difficUlties of IB GAULLE and his
relations with BIDAULT. ThieSoUrce
repOrtod at groat length on the
anificance of DE GAULLE."6.ViSit,:t0::
prisoner believes
MOSCOW; winter. l 5
. thiCinfm..maThevaOdnefrep(00.00Ohe
to :BONNET, then liVing:in.f..6wi'fZEREAND.:'
• •
.
.

Chinese.:.Soureo in:SW1TMLAND

A priVate seurce of SCHELLENEERGP s , from
which he obtained at the time thieq
-Seneationol disclosUreabout he ritLTA
Conference, that the Russians had Elected
as interrxidiaries in introducing Jay.thise
representatives to STETTINDUS. Priood.10.-r still thinks this infm is of doubtful
reliability,
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There were NO agents' reports.

GREAT BRITAIN There wero NO agents , reports. In the
Daily Peport there vas, however,
occasional mention of the effects of
V-weapons, movements of troops, etc.
(iv)

Decoding Dont of OKW (Ohi.,.Derichte)

Amt VI received translations of diplomatic
telegrams in cipher which had been broken.
These
were specially useful to Prisoner, since they contained
facts which he could test against his orm conjectures.
There vas no continuity of coverage, nor did they
reveal any startling . news. The imfm was necessarily
scrappy, but Prisoner recollects messages from the
following Embassies:Turkish Lmbaseador in M03007 to his Government.
This was the only complete coverage available. Messages
indicated the extreme pressure which the USSR .
continually brought to bear on TURra7.
Bulgarian Ambassador in MOSCOW to his Government.
Reported mainly on cverits in the BUEANS, especially
developments in GitaaE.
• Japanese A::.bassador in MOSCOU . to his Government.
Occasional telegrams were deciphered which indicated
clearly that the Japonese were having incresing
difficulties in maintaining friendly relations with the
Through this source cnne confirmation from an
USSR.
Amt VI Far East V-man rbEarding a secret meeting of
Japanese and Russian enissaries somewhere in SIBERIA.
(NOTE: Prisoner has been pressed on the accuracy of
his statement, in view of CLASSEN's claim that OEN/Chi
was unable to break the Japanese code, although in
possession of the Basic Japanese code-book (CSDIC(WEA)
Final Report 85 on CLASSEN, pens3.ix C, pars 1, dated
27 Jul 45., Prisoner neverthOleas maintains his
contention.),
.nbassador HARMAN in MOSCO7 to the State Dept
on Russo-Polish relations.
Polish rission in JERUSALEM to Polish Govt
LONDON. Continuoub coverk , e of reports on developments
in BALKANS. and NEAR EAST, especially ELAS
Bulgarian Envoy in SWITZERLAND' to his Government.
Reported on BALKAN affairs and attitude of Western
Powers towards BALKANS.
.American missions in B;IXANS. Reported on
difficulties with Russians.
CORIELL BUIL to US Embassy PARIS. Announced'
the arrival of Ambasse3oT CAFFEW.
British Codesi Prisoner does not recollec t seeing
ari intercept from a British code.

Ar.
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(r) Evaluated material from Ant VI Gruppen
This consisted mostly of the reports by the
various Gruppen concerning either their geographical
sphere rz a whole, or detailed analysis of 4 specific)
point.
Summary of activities in SOUTH AMERICA; monthly
reports on the FAR EAST. For example, the Far Last
Ref erat prepared a monthly report on events in the
FAR EAST.
Other reports concerned the effect of
V.-weapons in the UK, British political. pressure on
TURKEY, character-sketches of new political foreign
personalities and an analytis of the American elections.
Sur-I- ling up all the sources of infra available to him;
Prison e r concludes that an the whole, only the JOSEPHINE
and OSTRO Reports were genuine and reliable politcal
It was, therefore, Prisoner's practice, before comaitting
to paper his awn analysin of important political
developments, to await the JOSEPHINE and OSTRO telegrams
on this point, which, however, agreed generally with his
own views. Thus, in the matter of the YALTA Conference,
apart from the international news releases and radio
comments, Prisoner received infn from three sources:-

SCHELLENTERG's private Chinese source, reporting AmericanJapanese peace negotiations, This news was treated with
reserve; and Prisoner awaited confirmation.
OSTRO gave a full and reliable report an the YALTA
Conference about ten days later; there was no Mention
of the Japanese envoys.
JOSEPHINE (KRI110Z through ONOIERA in STOCKBOLM)reported
about a week after OSTRO; this was the mast reliable of
all three. There was co mention of the Japanese envoys.
There were NO WT intercepts on YALTA.
11. Distribution
Draft Reports handed in by Prisoner to SCHELLENBERG after
final discussions were headed "EGMONT Rerichte", and were passed out
on the authority of,KALTENBRUNNER. Prisoner is unable to say
whether KALTENBRUNNE R made any corrections before they left the
MCA. The reports were then retyped in special "Fdhrer-type"
lly large typewriter) on RSHA VI paper and headed •
(an especially
Lageberichte".
(Prisoner.clains he only glanced
at one such final copy and is not certain of the exact phraseology.)
With each copy Went .a note from KALTENERUNNER, saying: 'Herewith the
latest report frora Amt VI".
External distribution was as follows:One copy to FEGELEIN for HITLER.
One copy to HEWEL, Ausw Ant LO at FEQ. REWEL had given
a written undertaking that he would not show these reports
to RIHRENTROP.
Ono copy to HINIIER.. '
One copy to tErs-nv,irART (a personal friend Of KALTENBRUNNER).

PY
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Internal RSHA Distribution of 'EGMONT" Reports was:One copy to KALTENDRUNNER.
Several copies kept by SCIELUNDERG, who may have given them
For instance Ogruf
to various persons at his discretion.
LORENZ read many of the reports and Prisoner believes that
SCHELLENDERG circulated them won& his Gruppenieiters.
One copy kept by Prisoner.
12. Lddenda to

"EGMONT"

Reports

Ls a rule, each "EGMONT" Report contained a short addendum,
In it
in the form of a private aide-me:loin: for SCFILLENDERG.

Prisoner raised specific points at ereeter length than was possible
these Points were the result of the several
in a political survey;
hours' disoussion Trisoner had with SCHELLENBERG baore the publication
of each "EGMONT" Report. During these discussions, especially in the
later stages, SCHELLEKBERG and Prisoner openly discussed what could
be done to end the war in the light of the existing situation, end any
concrete measure which might contribute to that end was touched on
dicing the discussions, eg the muay neeotiations to release the Jews
from the concentration camps (aim: favourably influencing world
opinion towards GERNY); neeotiations for the release of Danish
police and Danish Jews from cdeleentration camps; release of five
Swedes sentenced to death in the WARSAW trials (aim: to win the
goodwill of SWEDEN es a prerequisite for SWEDEN's services as
intermediary in peace negotintions) . reversal of Gauleiter's HOFER's
radical anti-catholic policy in LUSTRIe (aim: to maintain what
Prisoner considered the vital goodwill of Vatican circles, through
whom peace feelers were also attempted); Theee.were all relatively
small points which SCHMLIVEURG could bring up in the course of his
interviews with EUXIER, who in turn mieht either give the desired
instructions on his own responsibility or try and obtain HITLER's
The aide-meeoires were
sanction at a convenient opportunity.
essentially-briefs for SCHELLMER
G, stating the problem and
.
reommending action to be taken. Through them SaMELLENBERG, in
fact, becaze the uouth-piece of Prisoner, and Prisoner was gratified
by the influence he could exercise without assuming public responsibility.
13. Destruction of "EGMONT" Reports
Prisoner has been interrogated at some -length an this point.
He Professes ignorance as to the whereabouts of any of the reports
distributed through kat VI. Hip own personal copies, he cleims, were
destroyed in the last days of Apr 45. Pressed for details on the
alleged destruction, Prisoner slightly modified the version he gave
previously, and now states the following:When Amt VI evacuated to BAVARIA in spring 45, Prisoner, with
There
four or five other Ant VI officials, was living in BAD HEILBRUNN.
Prisoner met Ostubaf DAUFELD of Lmt VI, who had recently been expelled
from SW/TZERLAND for int activities for Amt VI. DAUFELD introduced
Prisoner to his father-in-law, GUT, the owner of the Hotel Kaiserhet in
BAD TOILZ.
GUT agreed to let Prisoner Use the safe in his hotel:, and
the "EGEONT" Reports were deposited thcre, since Prisoner did not wish
to have them table( billet. Prisoner states that GUT and Frau DAUFELD
knew only that "the yellow folder" contained secret state documents;
OstUbaf DAUFELD was nware that it contained the "EGMONT" Reports. e.

,
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From 29 Apr to 2 May 45 Prisoner was in FLENSBURG (see
Appendix C). During this time, DAD TOLE was overrun by American
troops. Ostubaf DAUFELD was in hiding at the time, but before
he left he gave instructions to his wife and father-in-law not to
Shortly before
lot the "yellow folder" fall into ena:y• hands.
the Americans arrived, GUT and Frau DAUFELD burned these reports.
Prisoner learned these facts from DAUFLID himself, who was later
arrested by the Americans, and together with Prisoner was at •
FRE1SING, 3rd US Amy Interreption C‘ntre.
A few days after Prisoner's return from FLENSBURG, in
the first week of May 4.5, Prisoner's secretary, Frau Hannelore
RAM, went to BAD TOLZ and learned that the documents had been
She related this to Prisoner, and it was from her
destroyed.
Prisoner insists that
that he first knew of their destruction.
when he left for FLENSBURG, he gave NO instructions to anyone
what to do with the reports in the case of American occupation.
14 Two Reports believed

captured

Prisoner believes that two reports have been captured.
At beg Jun 45, Prisoner was interrogated at FREISING by Capt
FLEX, US ;a-my, who told him that the 'EGMONT" Report about
YALTA had been found among documents seized at SEYSS-INQUART's HQ.
Later, in Dec 45, Lt MITTELBERGER told Prisoner in OBERURSEL that
another copy had recently been found.
1 5. Prisoner's Relations with KRA1ER
ERIDITa,:through his JOSEPHINE Reports, was Prisoner's
Furthermore
most important source for the "EGMONT" Reports.
KRAMER was the only int agent personally known to Prisoner. His
relations with KRAFER may therefore be of interest.
Frison6r made KRWER's acquaintance in Mar or Ajor 43,
when KRAMER called On Prisoner in BERLIN with a letter of
introduction from TOGGEOURG. As a political journalist Prisoner
always welcomed an exchange ar infu with well-informed persons
from abroad, although this had become more difficult since the
War,
Even during KRAMER's first visit it was evident that he
was extremely well informed, especially about political trends in
the UK and USA. KRAMER introduced 'himself ns a member of the
German Embassy in STOCKHOLM, and Prisoner asked him to'call again
on his next visit to RERUN. KRAMER afterwards called regularly
an.Prisoner whenever he happened to be in BERLIN, which was usually
about once a month or every six weeks.
The two men became personal
friends, since they found their political outlook to be very similar,:
and they had systematic discussions Covering all aspects of the
international situation, eg the military situation, political trends
among Axis and Allied powers, the role of the chief political
personalities, Allied intentions, strategy, etc.
Prisoner,states
that before.the par, he was accustomed to have many such discussions
with Other, similarly well-informed persons, Mostly journalists or
members of the Ausw Amt, New, however, there remained only. TROTT
zu SOLE and Albrecht HAUSHOFER (both executed after . the 20 July plot).
.KRAMER''s infm„ for him, was therefore sPocially valuable, since this infm, especially his knowledge of the UK, wasapparently based
on facts and not on surmise and conjecture.
At first, KRZER did not mention his duties in STOCKHOLM.
After some time, he hinted that they were in connection with the co

- xvi.i. FOhrungsstab, and about a year aftex . their first meeting, he. told
Prisoner claims that he
Prisoner he was a menb,:r of the Lbw.
studiously avoided inquiring into details or questioning KRAMER
about the sources of his infm.
Prisoner claims that until autumn 44 he made no use of
lie stoutly maintains that
the political int hcfheard from KRAYER.
as a journalist and political writer, it WAS his job and ambition
to be well-informed; the fact that he was.then worki4g in a
minor capacity on the propaganda journal "Signal", for which this
KRIIIMR's conversations
infm was unnecessary, was irrelevant.
corroborated Prisoner's growing conviction that GERMANY was losing
the war, and that an early negotiated peace with the 3estern Powers
was the only way out, n conviction shared by, among others, KRAIUKR
himself and TROTT zu SOLZ, who was also working towards that end.
When Prisoner began his career as "MONT" he told
SCHELLEMBERG that he knew KRAMER, and asked permission to make use
of KRAMER directly. +RAMER told Prisoner that the JOSEPHINE
reports came via el Swedish source, and their conversations now
included operational and mil questions, an which subject manmER
But Prisoner still did
had hitherto shown a certain reserve.
NOT question KAMER about his sources of infm. From tine to tine,
Prisontr asked KRMER for confirmation or elaboration of certain
political news he had received from other Amt VI sources; these
briefs were sent to KR12.,_ via Amt VI, and his replies were prefixed "for EGMONT". Prisoner states that KRAMER was the only int
offr with whom he was in contact - otherwise he knew only covernames of reports.
For instance, the identity of OSTRO, the only
other source of high political int value, was .not known to Prisoner.
KRAMER was aware of Prisoner's political significance as
"tGMONT". AltholO, for his awn sake, Prisoner had not taken
MUTER into his full confidence regarding his political intentions,
KRZER knew of, and supported Prisoner's and SCHELLENBERG's attempt
to negotiate a pace with the Tiestern Allies. By 1945, KRAMER Was
able to discuss German peace overtures openly with SGHELLMHERG
when he went to report to Amt VI, and 411WER kept SCHEILENBERG
informed directly of the political situation.
During Prisoner's visits to BEST in COPENHAGEN (see
Appendix D pares 30 and 31) he met KRAMER for discussions. These,
however, differed in noway from the talks they had in BERLIN.
16. Prisoner's Relations with PFLEIDERER
PFLEIDERER fits into the framework of SCHEILENBDIRG's and
Prisoncr's overrianc interest in SCANDINAVIA as the only remaining
German asset. Prisoner and SCHELLENBERG were both agreed that the
TERBOVEN-HITLER policy of resistance and scorched ear& in NORWAY and
DENMARK was mistaken.
Meanwhile,. KRAMER had become friendly with
TFLEIDERER, head of the Consular Dept in the German Legation at
STOCKHOLM, who also desired to see better relations between ERTIOI
and GERIANY, the more so, since the Swedish Govt would be unlikely to
act on GERMANY's behalf in any peace negotiations unless their most
pressing demands were sympathetically considered.
•
At beg Mar 45, ITIZER rcported to Prisoner that PFLEIDERER,
an expert on ScandinaVitIn affairs, had had some unofficial talks with
Danish and Swedish personalities on the subject and regarded with
decpcst dismay the present Gerruul policy.
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Towards end : . .ar 45, whilst PELETTIERER happened to bo in
BERLIN, he went to see Prisoner at KRETIER's suggestion and
discussed tho whole Scandinavian question very openly. The
substance of this conversation has been fully reported in CSDICCWW
Final Report 21 on PFLEIDEPER, 4pondix E, pares 6 - 10 and has
been confArmed by Ptisonor. Prisoner asked FPLEIDERER to let him
have a memerandum on SCLNDINLVI.44 PFLEILMiEli wrote this on his
return to STOCKHOLM, and sent it to "Frisoner through KRAMER. This
'memorandum was incorporated in another "addendum" to an "EGMONT"
Report, stressing that unless SChELLENTERG could bring HIMNIER to
take immediate action to reverse or at least soften HITLER's
Scandinavian policy, peace negotiations through SWEDEN would.
inevitably tail.
o0o
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TOP SECRET

Gisolher IfIRSING
;YMNDIX B

• THE INFORMATION SECTION OF THE LUSW AMT
S ep 39 - Autumn 40
1.

Scope of Knowledge
From Sep 39 to autumn 40 Prisoner, at the invitation of
RIBBENTROP, acted as hon advisor to the newly formed seotion. The
infm he gives r.-Ay be regarded as reliable, although Prisoner is
exceedingly va,ue about Civil Service org and adm routine.

2.

PrisonFt's Contacts with

i.usw i.rrt

(till autumn 39)

Ls a well known publicist on foreign affairs Prisoner
had formed connections with higher Ausw Amt officials, dating back
to 1928, when he met FUSEL, von SCHULENBERG, DIRCKSEN and others
at the house of KOCH-RESER, the then Minister of Justice and
Leader of the Social Democratic, Perty.. In 1932 Prisoner published
in the "Tffgliche Rundschau" a series of articles purport i ng to
show that the foreign policy of the government was crippled by
the obstructive attitude of key Ausw Amt personnel, and calling,
for urgent reforms: these articles had something like a "succes
de scandale" and were, Prisoner claims, partly res ponsible for
initiating the abortive re-organisatien of the Ausw keit attempted
by von NEURATH.
From 1933 to 1939 Prisoner remained in fairly close touch
with the Lusw Amt.
He w!.:s at the time editor-in-chief of the
NOnchener Neuestc Nachrichten" and. for his awn infm Prisoner
cultivated his many contacts in the Ausw Amt. Prisoner was the
first German editor to organise air-ma] deliveries of his paper
to foreiEn countries: from 1935 onwards the MIN was distributed
in POLAND, CZECHOSLOVLKIA, the BiLIASS, max, FRANCE, bwiTZERLAND,
SPAIN and PORTUGAL before any other German paper, and had a foreign
circulation three times as high as that of the "FrankfOrter Zeitung",
its nearest competitor. This gave the WIN a valuable asset; and
the Ausu Amt was anxious that it should be well informed. Prisoner
emphasises that the LINN did not become the mouthpiece of the Ausw And
although he was on good terms with most of the leading Ausw Amt
officials. During lis frequent travels abroad he visited the German
Embassies, and opre to know a large number of German diplomats. In
the course of time Prisoner formed specially close ties with
Ambassaders DIECKHOFF, ALTENBURG and RAHN, with FOrst von BISMARCK,
Unterstaatssek HENCKE, j:lassadcre von HEEREN and von RENTHE-FINK,
with TROTT su SOLE and Dr Alexander WERTH. Prisoner also met other
officials socially at receptions given in BERLIN and elsewhere.
Prisoner denies that he had any contact with the Bill.°
IIITEENTROP. He was granted only one short interview with RIBBENTROP
in LONDON in early 1939, while RIMENTROP was labassador at the
Court of St jam,;s.
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3,

Conference at FUSHL
At boE :AK,. 39 Prisoner received a telephonic summons to
FUSCHL, RIBBENTROP's residence, where he net a number of othor
journalists known for thoir comparn.tive independence: KIRCHER
and SIEDURG, of the "Frankfdrter Zeitunc", von POCKLER, of the
"Deutsche Allgemino Zeitung", von STUDNITZ of the SCHERL'publishing
house, and Ernst JUNCER, the well-known author.
The Ausw last
officials present were Gesandter ALTEI,-:MG, Leg Rat RAHN and Prof
BERBER.
RIDDENMP opened the two-day conference by a review of the
present international crisis. His there was that oven if the "war
party" in BRITAIN should gain the upper hand, the French Govt could
be trusted to exert a restraining influence.
Nevertheless, in
RIDDENTROP's opinion, the crisis was likely to last for some months,
until the "Polish question" was settled.
period of intense
German propaganda abroad was desirable, firstly as a justification
and secondly as an instriz.4nt of Gorman policy. RnBENTROP therefore
requested the journalists present to put their services, either on
a part-time or a permanent basis, at the disposal of the propaganda
section of the Ausw Amt.
SIEDURG accepted and became Botschaftsrat,
voh PUCHLER and STUDNITZ agreed to serve its advisers in an honorary
capaJity.
KIRCHER and JUNCER refused.
Prisoner offered his
part-time honorary services to the Ifinistry, spending two-thirds of
his time in BERLIN and the rest in PUNICH with his paper.

A.

Reorganisation of the

Infra

Section of Ausw Amt

After this conference the Infm Section was reorgtuaised.
ALTENBURG was put in charge of the section, the personnel of which
was as follows:Auscr Amt

personnel: v4es ALTENTURG:
Xeg Eat RAHN:

Head of the Section,
personal liaison with
other depts.
Deputy Head. In charge
of actual work of section.

.Log Rat Baron
von RANTZAU: LO to OKW.
;
F.. Leg Rat KR UG zu
(successor to RINTZAU).
NIDDA:
Konsul TUCHER
:Gen-Konsul Baron von SCHELL,
TROT zu SOLZ (Left for USA in autumn 39,
retd summer 40). •
Wiss Hilfsarb Alexander WERTH (joined
. early 40).
Leg Sek WOLF?
Log Sek SIMON
Wiss Hilfsarb RICHTER.
(Five or six other officials, names forgotten).
Journalists:

Von PUChIER
Von STUDNITZ (Left shortly eftvrwmrds for
Presse Abt).
Prisoner
Albrecht HAUSHOFER Jr (demographer).
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The Infra Section was on the same level as the Profuse at
(under SCHIIDT) and the Rundfunk Abt (under RUMS); but cooperation
with them was somewhat loose (sec pare 8 (0).
In addition to the
Infm Section there existed the Deutsche Informationsstelle, under
Prof.DERBER, a publt company sponsorr.d by the ;.usw Amt, whose
functions were, theoretioally, tech supervision of layout and
printing of literature produced by the Infm See, and dissemination
to foreign journalists in BERLIN.
In practice, it tended to
duplicate the work of the Infra Soc. This led to intense rivalry
Prisoner states that the series of .
between the two depts.
hysterical propaganda pamphlets: 'England Unmasked" (England Ohne
Naske) were produced by this dept.
In addition there were also
two inter-departmental committees, the Enelandausechtss and the
Frankreichausschuss, an which the Infm Section was represented.
These will be referred to in pare 7.
Prisoner states that tho Infra Soc, in the early days, was
a small body of a few specialists, who worked on a flexible and
non-bureaucratic basis. b.:MN and Prisoner appear to have been
the driving force behind the Sect ALTENBURG Was fully occupied in
straightening out difficulties with other depts. In spring 43 Dr SIX (formerly head of RSIii.VH) took over
control of the tee, and the Infm Sec was greatly enlarged, merged
with the Kultur Lbt and renamed the Kul-Pol Abt. Prisoner can
give no info about its activities, but he states that it became
an unwieldy apparatus with many subsections and Referetswhith
failed to function efficiently.
5. Functions.
To disseminate German propaganda in neutral countries
Prisoner stresses:
a) that the sec was not responsible for
distribution; this was the function of the German Embassies
abroad, and was the particular job of the Kulturattaches; b)
that the sec did not deal with propaganda in enemy countries.
6. Projects Carried Out
Prisoner clrimc to be unable to remember all the work
done by the Sec during the months he served in it. It was
flooded with propaganda ideas from well-meaning outsiders and a
large amount of time was taken up in sifting this material.
Prisoner's duties were to advise BIEN on practicable propaganda
projects. He remembers the following as having been carried out.
a) German 'Jar Photographs
A great asset at the time was MRKINY's monopoly of
par photographs.
Prisoner realised the value of this,
and IdINIZA, latex KRUP- zu NIDDA, was appointed LO to the
0E7 to ensure that a steady and speedy supply of photographs
was made available to the foreign Press via the Deutsche
Informationsstelle. Censorship was relaxed in some respects
for this purpose, eg the rule that no photograph of a dead
The Press releases
German soldier should appear, was waived.
Were directed mainly towards the US;., and the Ausw Amt was
able to send out pictures which; to some extent; ceunteracted
the notion that SS thugs and Juaker types predominated in
the German 1,..rmy.
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b) Pamphlets on HITLM's P,ace Offer
Those were prepared after the Polish campaign and
sunmarisod HITLER', speeches on the subject, They .
were slanted differently accordine to the country for
which the pamphlets were intended.
o) "Rion qua in Waite:"
A fortniEhtly Ze-pcze maEazine in French, Roumanian
and Turkish. It was satirical and sexy in treatment,
containinE bitinE coleeents on extracts from the enemy
Press, reeertine on the alleeealy "severe" conditions
in T.reLANY. The emst fruitful source was the "Daily
Hail", which often carried detailed "eye-witness stories"
about alleged shortaecs . or other hardships suffered by
the German people. The Infm Sec had no difficulty in
ridiculing these sensational lroducts of a sub-editor's
brain.
d) Leaflets
Amunber of leaflets were distributed relating to
GERMeNY's WAX ains and/Or peaceful intentions. After
each HITLER speech leaflets were prepared Eiving the gist
of HITLE1.'s remarks concorninE the country towards which
the tropaeanda was dirocted. For instance, POLAND was
the subject of much ineenuous propaganda, since the Into
. Sec was aware that the Polerewere none too populer abroad,
even with the Lilies.
They stressed the undemocratic,
reactionary, feudal neture of FOLeeLD, and one leaflet,
issued on the instructions of eIBBEVTROP, contained
atrocity stories about the use of poson Eas by the Polish
ermy durinE the Polish campaign. .There was little truth
in this; the facts were that a number of poison-gas
shells had been captured by the German' eirgy during the
Polish campaien.
.e)

"Tory Mp"

One of the scoops of the Sec concerned the boek.
"Tory EP", by an anonyMous author, published by Yictor.
GOLLANCZ during the Tenr. Prisoner saw a review of the
book in the "Spectator".
Exeort of the book was.be.ned
by British Censorship, but eventually a copy as procured
The book
via the Gerran Consul-Genorel in eleST:RDAIL
wes reprinted in GEldeeITY in its entirety, ax distributed
Thus, a.
privately to influential . porconages abroad.
Swedish Mp would meet another Swede, who for this purpose
was acting for the Eaturatteche of the Embassy
STOCKHOLM, at a social gatherinE.
In the course of
conversation the MP weuld be 'lent" a co'
p of the book
"which had recently been published in ENGLeM)", and which
the other "happened to have with him".
The position in the US, was different. "Tory MP"
had been published in ;eERICee The German Info Library
in NEW eXaK was instructed to buy Up eopieS and send them
to influential people on their mailing list, such as
In fact, "Tory MP", according to
isolationist senators.
Prisoner, did the British , cause much harm, and was quoted
eleefully by isolationists in Coher,ss eel Senate.
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-v For wider use, a German version of "Tory MP" was
prepared. It ran to about is hundred pages, and omitted
the disparaginj remarks about GEEMNY, Fascists, ete.
The Germans added more "dirt" on Parliamentary personalities,
which, by some tIversicht, had been left out by the author,
and tastefully illustrntod it with unflattering drawings
and photograrhs of the MPs concerned.
Distribution was
in the normal vaay through the Embassies in neutral countries.
0 Reply to British White Paper on Oiltbreak of Hostilities
This pamphlet was written by Prisoner himseg in
collaboration with Eotschafter von MOLTKE, head of the
Documentation Section of the Ausw Art. In it Prisoner
did his best to discredit the British White Paper, seizing
on the faot that Lord H4IFAX, during the last decisive
days, had not exerted pressure on the Polish Govt to
restrain their "aagessiveness". The German reply was
given out through the DVD and German radio, and also
issued in pamphlet form through Embassies abroad.
g) German reply to French Orange Book
The Quai d'Orsay issued their awn.version of the
circumstances leading to the commencement of hostilities,
which, however, was less factual than the British version.
Prisoner had lesp difficulty in demolishing the French . case.
The German reply was distributed in the same way as the
reply to t-e Ta-itish '(hite Riper.
b) Eriegsatlas
This idea was copicd from the Oxford pamphlets
"The War in Haps", and the colourful atlas oontained
tendentious caps demonstrating German strategic needs,.
'lebensraum" and the rest of the German "demographic"
It vas distributed in all neutral countries.
&fusions.
7. Propaganda in EnemY Countries
Prisoner states teat this was not the function of the Infra
Sec. During the period under review the Sec made one exception to
the rule:
It suggested to the On the production of a leaflet,
In the shape of an autumn leaf , to be dropped over enemy lines.
On the reverse was printed a free pass to the German lines, promising
preferential treatment as P. The idea was accepted by the OKA and
later copied by the Allies. Propaganda in enemy countries was the
province of two special committees, viz:a) Englandsusschuss:
An inter-departmental committee responsible for overall
directives for political warfare against the UK. Prisoner
claims he can give no infra about this committee, since the
Infm Sec, at least durinE the "phoney war" period, was hoping
for an early peace and was careful not to antagonise GREAT
They
3RITA1N by hiSterical'or dangerous propaganda.
therefore thouht political warfare against the UK a mistake
and took no interest in this committee, although they were.
4nstxue. ted to send a representative (PAliTZAU).
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'Tho committee consisted of representatives from the
following depts:- ••
• Chairman of Courittee:
1.usw Amt Depts:

Gob at HESSE
Presse
Rundfunk
Pol Abt
Wirtschaft
Information

Propagr_nda Ministry

•
OGT
Luftwaffefahruncsstab
Abw (?)
b)

Frankreichausschuss

similar inter-departmental committee existed for'
propaganda in FRANCE, headed, Prisoner believes, by
It ceased work after the occupation of
Otto re:.ETZ.
The only example of its work
FRANCE in Aug 40.
Prisoner remembers is a series a pamphlets on French
politicians, which gave the impression of emanating from
Lfterd3out ten
a French Radical Socialist critic.
pages the pamphlets switched over to virulent personal
attacks on the charv.ctcr of the politician in question.
The pamphlets were somehow smugzlod into FTW :CE via
BELGIUM and achieved a wide distribution.

8.

Liaison with Other Departments.
a) Propaganda Ministry
Liaison was maintained with the Luslands Dept of the
Propaganda Ministry (BOHME and DRAUWEILER). Prisoner is
vague about the division of functi ..'s between the two
It
depts, but states that co-operatio. was negligible.
appears that a bone of contention was control of the
Kulturattaches at the Embassies, which was vested in the
.Wsw !at. In spring 40 inter-departmental jealousy grew
to such an extent that a special Fdhrer Edict was issued
in fact, non-co-operation
to settle the matter:
continued as before.
b)

OKW

The Infra Sec had its own LO (RANTZA) at the OKW, whose
duties were to pass•on all suitable material as quickly as
The
possible (eg: war photographs for foreign release).
Infm Sec also asked for directives through this channel,
and were given some strategic infm, since their propaganda
to neutral countries was dependent on the military situation.
For instance, if GERMANY had planned to attack GIBRALTAR in
the near future, this would have necessitated a revision of
German propaganda towavis SPAIN. Prisoner estates that the
Infra Sec never received advance news of impending military
operations in the. The Sec wap informed of the Western
Campaign and the invasion of NORWAY a few days before these
operations started, but this ww- much too late for use in
propagan'..a. Therefore the Infra Sec could not help the
Wehrmacht to "sof.terrthe , grOUndolitically before the
ismg struck.
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Maj SOUL began produotion of "Signal" in summer O.
He was in touch with the Infm Sec reEnrding material, but
except for that there was no co-operation.
o) praise° and

Rundfunk Abts, ;not Irit

Liaison was offect,ed through LLT:.- e,NBURG. Prisoner
states that there was no close oo-operation, although
frequently cor pon directives iere received by all three
depts following RDIENTROP , s morning conferences relating
to common presentation of important news.
d) Wirtsehaftsmini.sterium
•
Co-operation was good. The lnf'ra Sea-Maintained a
.special .sub-sec, Wirtschafts-Propaganda, which kept in
7irtsohafts-FrOpagenda
olose touch with -the Ministry.
published a fortnightly magazine "Globus", in all European
languages, which in layout copied the "Reader's , Digest"
and contained reprints of articles on escOnbadc . subjects 'which bad appeared in the ;xis-controlled Pres13::
.•

•

e),- Arbeitefront

was -airxtle* Collaboration...* so644: queo#
aita. -. .thp . lap Sec had a „special auh ,; seC, :Scain17Prepegae
-......Itfeettired all matters concerning social Te,g4.04464'..

and workers' welf are in Lxis-oeCupied.,OoniitriéTS';.and."-..also

oigiaii,ti44:congreeses
. Of foreign:'Workers-in...dERMAMy'.
.
.
..

aim was b atiggest abroad that the worker was better off
,
•
,
'
,..
•
RliBENTROP Conferences
a/ices

-*der FascisMi . . than Democracy::

:

Prisoner stated that daring, the . tine he„worked;:in,the..Sec

•he attended six or seven inf ormal conferences ,Called:•bi?.RpEIHEFIR.OP:
One conference dealt with the concoction of an a tm . .eoity. .peisphlet.

the
on poison gab allegedly used by the Polish Arty, two others
framing of the...,Cerrean r eplied • to the French and British Foreign
publications"onAhe; : cetranCetherit of hciatilities;::: : .atianotheri the sae
show up British
was instructed to ,prepirci: . a propaganda
IMPer. iaLtima *et :its, wqrst-: ('oppression of ...I:10114 :-...'exploitation of,
Colonies, subjugation of rAirkers at hotie,- .Ate .t . this eirdntUallY.
.- . :.,appeared in the "England Primi.iSked". ,seriek;"Of,': •ptif.-ptilets'. P.r.epared ,:by the
,peutsche . l.nfOr,Mati.:oritatellei the ... tnfo. SeO . W.aa"apparantiflukewarM in,
deEiit with
'its attitudei 'towards SUCh j. e schema).
theGeroan.pr'àpaganda 'line after the invasion, of NQRWJ.!.- 1 ..:. The 40:St .
with the HSA-,Presidential:;eleatielia,
three conferences were in . ConneCtian . Wi
•HI:i2O.E.?,propaganda caMPaigli4h....4..liO:11g4,'
against RCXJSEVSLT, using "yellow Press methoaa to revile the President ,
the '..COT-cutafibn of. ..a:dociiMenf...W4s ::..foniid ina!.',pielióh,•Prdersady...z
Lodge, the (hand Lodge of the Grande Orien t, ennfainin,e;fOrMe‘&;:addreeeiT.
tOP.Iiiiii-frOM , 200SEMT With :phOtographs of the 'care:denial.
a. Pr OOP 'Cf;',,tha::Sinister influence of Iritdnational
144.0*Pc0. :• 64*.
Pr Saner had sore 'dfffiultyin persit'a pa:
R3.113ENTRQP • that • the , '-doeument:Was innocuous and useless for mud-slinging .
purposes. .
(ip forge) another
then ordered Prisoner to "f
mere damaging aoeument, but Prisoner 'claims that he managed to stall
DIECIMOFF, Who was 840
Rt3M3NTROP until the elections ,. Were over.
present at those meetings backed Prisoner in his general :argument that
• Gdrman interventian On the side Of WILtKIE In What was an internal US...
matter would merely serve to strengthen ROOSEVELT.

P*S-

• •

,

-
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In the course of these conferences Prisoner had opportunities
of raisin,: matters of hioll policy with LIDIE:UROP.
At one time,
Prison er , in association wit' s. DIECKHOFF, OLUNDURO, AHEM and RAJ,
was utronEly in fnvour of 7. "ooderatc" policy , towards FIZOME;
even
now, Prisoner believe° that had thc CermAns admitted PRIME as a
junior partner in the Ton-Cermanic Commonwealth', the politioal
constellati on in EMOTE would have boon hard to unsettle. RIDDENTROP,
however, wns not in favour of such a course, and HITLER, warned by :is
intuition that GERNY was not popular in FRANCE, was in no mood to

make concessions.

At the last conference in Oct 40 Rivamor offered Prisoner
the post of head of the Infm Sec, with the rank of 4esandter 1st Class.
The position had becone vacant through ALTEMBURG's appointment as
Chairmen of the Roumf mian-Hungarian Frontier Settlement Commission
and RidiN's transfer as envoy to PZIS. Prisoner asked for 24. hours
to think it over. Ho decided, howexer, that by becomini a state
official he stood to lose his political reputation, without being
able to influence German foreign policy. Prisoner's avowed ambition
for some time had been that of king-maker, in his self-chosen role of
the man-behind-the-scones: he was prepared to bide his tine until
ho could serve under another more malleable man whose political star
was on the rise.
He therefore declined RIBBENTROP's offer, a
reflme l which led to a period of almost complete political iupotence until
in Prisoner's "Egmont" period he once more became a power among the
Nazi satellites, and but for GETANY's defeat, might have become the
guiding brain behind th.: Foreign Minister-to-be, SCHELLENBERG.
10. Prisoner's Subsequent Contacts with Info Sec
After Prisoner's refusal to serve liner RIBBENTROP, relations
were strained between thc two men.
Prisoner broke off his oonnoction
with the la:: Sec and returned to MN1CH. He continued to act at'
honorary adviser to tho Sec, and visited • it whenever he was in BERLIN.
He states that during the following years he was rarely consulted on
the work of the see, and is not familiar with its productions, but as
a journalist he was nore than ever interested in keeping up his ,Wsw
Ant contacts. He was cordially received in the Infm Sec and given
access to .. Ousy Amt files which normally would not have been available
to an outsider.
prisoner has been questioned at length on his contact's with
Prof F A SIX, who in 143 succeeded HUStat and STAHLECKER as head:of
the Info. Sec. SIX invitcd Prisoner to co-operate more closely with
the new Kul-Pol Abt, on the lines of ' Prisoner's previous work with
the Infm Sec. Prisoner was then one of the editors of the OKW paper
'1 ,3ign,a1“, and had occasionally taken part in conferences between the
two depts concerning common problems of foreign propaganda. Prisoner
A014. ,.-1 the impression that SIX had little idea of propaganda: his
struck him as crude, forceful and as inept as those of
'.ppears that Prisoner disliked SIX on personal grounds.
For
...sons he again declined to collaborate with the sec, and his
' oucane very much rarer and were undertaken for his ami
and to exchange news with TROTT zu SOLZ and WERTH - his personal friends
who were both working towards the 20 July.
After TROTT's execution
Prisoner hardly entered the sec. fkostates that SIX was not aware of
hiuo role gs7E gment" for Ant VI, sad denies knowledge,of Sib's
previous association with PSHA VII.

=MOP.
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APPENDIX 0
. PRISONER'S LAST METING WITH SOHELLENHERG •
FLENSBURG, 29 Apr -

1 MAY 45

(See also Report by 3rd US Army Interrogation Centro,
dated 25 Jul 45; ref X 2126, and 020 Final
Report on WHELLENMRG, pp 106-110)
lo Evacuation

of

BERLIN

Towards the end of Mar 45, '.risoncr had a long conversation
with SOHEELENBSRO in ZERLIN, in which he pointed out that their joint
efforts to arrange a neeotiated pcaco with the Western Powers had
cone to nothing, since the pre-requisite for such a move - the
liquidation of HITLER - had not been fulfilled. Nor had HIMMLER had
the courage to bocin direct peace negotiations with the Allies.
The
time for peace necotiations, in Prisoner's opinion, was now pest. He
considered, therefore, that his usefulness had come to an end, and
did not propose to Await the Russian attack on BERLIN; he informedSCHELLENEERG that he would leave BERLIN with the Amt VI staff which
was then evacuating to B.WLRIL. WHEEL:MORO did not share Prisoner's
pessimism, but asked him to remain in touch with Standf SANDBERGER, in
charge of adm of Ant VI, who was also going SOUTH.
Prisoner left imeediately afterwards with SANDHERGER's party,
and arrived some days later at TECERNS TI, where Ast MUNICH had put a
house equipped with a WT station at their disposal.
Finding the
accommodation too crowded, Prisoner moved to another billet in BAD
HEILBRUNN, in which town Ostubaf P.C.F IVal
and four or five others of
z
During the next few weeks, Prisoner
Amt VI were also living.
maintains that he did nothing and was NOT in communication with Amt
VI, but he visa visited from time to tine by SANDBERCER, who kept in
touch with the RSHA staff scattered about the district.
2, VT MossagesTrom SCHELLENEERG
About 25 Apr 45 SANDHERGER visited Prisoner and told him
that a 71' message from SOMLLLNEERG had just been received, requesting
Prisoner to fly to LUBECK fur discussions. Prisoner was at first
inclined to refuse, since he vas loath to leave BAVARIA again, and, in
any case, SLNECERGER could not obtain an aircraft to take Prisoner
He therefore ignored the ressege.
NORTH.
A few days later SLNDDERCER, in a state of great excitement,
again called on Prisoner and told him that a second VT message from
SCHELLENTERO 1.1nC% just been received, and that an aircraft was now
standing by to take Prisoner to LUBECK.
Prisoner was still
reluctant to co, but says he allowed himself to be tersuaded by
SANDBERGER's,eumient thatetrieoner could,: not know,, whether SCHELL.ENBERG had succeeded at the last moment in entering into more concrete
peace negotiations.
SANDBERCER handed Prisoner a memorandum for
SCHELLENDERG on the reorganisation of LT.!t vi in the SOUTH,eundere_
taken by K'ITneTIUNN=1, which vit6m11Yemounted to a dissolution
of Amt VI.
77,.1241CR and SKORZENY were to bc in charge of what
remained of the GIS in the SOUTH.
preentJy requested
Prisoner to obtein written instructions froe HIMMLEE to rescind
KALTENBRWII's order.

5IDGJ

, • •_• ,•-

EST NAURU COO

,3. Prisomr fliTs NORTH
/.fte"::. forte troubleUNDDER.C...a; found an airoraft whioh would
take Prisoner' to LUCK. Prisoner left in .0 Ju 88 at 0330 bra on
30 .1.pr 45 from .;,.nLIIIG airfield (nr R0S1HE7x) and arrived at LIIHSCK
at 0530 hrs.
In LlESCK he contacted SCHELLEIEEZG's secretary, who
•told him that SCHEZ.I.Eh=
. G was in SMIETT. in conneotion with the
• Min.DOTSE negotiations, but woull arrive that evening- intil&NSDLIRG.
•Prisoner left instructions to wire SCEMLENBERG Of his erv.Val ., and
in the afternoon flew on to rE4SBURG.
There he hoard -that
GETORCHILL and TRLIKIN had issued a comunique on MAIM 'a lies-se
negotiations with =LDOTIE, cateEorically refusing to entertain
offers directed solely to the estern Allies.
Prisoner concluded' .
that further nesotiations were futile,' and gave instructions to hisaircraft to .stand by to take'him 'hack to BLVARIi. that night.
.Prisener meets SCHELIZiMERG
. Prisoner :met SCIELT.ONIBM1G at 2200 hrs. scgsTrYluxna asked
.Priaoner ,to escompany him: in . his oar to KADAHORST fir
TRAVEMIHIC: — During the .-joirrneY."g08mmutRG .-gai.OPriiioner A resume
of hie negotiations : with B411.1.1ADOTTP ..and von
s
clele-ed negotiations y Until iti.Wail too late. ' (he gave
•80=1..ENHERG' his -anthority on 23 Apr 4 .5) and in the last Analysis
...q.s.ist :beer responsibility for the,:..senseleas.: dés,tructiOti of
German towns and the heavy German: Casualties in the last few weeks.
was now going to report to iff.t.31Lat on his talks in .
•C0PE4416:GEN ...arolihe deiced : Prisoner to be present at the interv-iew to
strengthen hie. ; 40Ek...T.,71,.r. aRG , s hand in case of
furthcr
official Allied
Prisoner then told.
cOrtria.i.que and bluntly stated that further negotiiitionath.the
Wiitern Powers alone we-re
Soug.LtRBER
—. . G..s untillS....,then had •':*
,„
been Unaware of the cOrLa.-.un.i.qu 'e '.....,. ■;s4g.ivartheleafi ,.:iA appears thet4hp;is
..:had.,.hOpes.'..of arriving at some agreetherit with' the Western Po*ers
using the German occupation of :NORWAY P.S. ::hie.: . ta7.asp card- .Prisonr
then . declared his intention of, returning t8 .- .B4V1412Ii. as seen as JOSaible.
He.told ., SCHkr.,ta.
that he was not fitaint' up to the grim reali:tiee;
-1.1.
of the present situation, and added that the recent . Werwolf 'prOpagenia
'and concentration caul: atrocities hail been incredible political:
IDDLIEI.pERG said -Oat R-1)472R was aware of ..:thia.',YbUt,L.,
appeared -powerless against BORMANN:and*GOEDMS,. and wanton
discuss possible member a Of an interim govt headed by
the cowcoe of the conversation Prisoner handed SCH4LENIGEOGS.ANCt
.*HCZER. 1,3 :. .eiaprandura On tho reorganisation in the ,30RIII.::':;:iPrieener....
stresses, however, that - both , $CFMTT:FNEERG and . .he:Were : concerned with
high policy, and took little interest in : what icALT)3NHR1IRItiR iirtght.be
doing in BAvJL.
8CliftlaIRKHO:obviously cOnsidered AMit;.1,i1, as 'a
-,:thip:s of the peat; but Clearly regarded KILLTENBRoN40 .(!s. action as
unintheriaPd.. Ho. would, he
it up:
with
Wth-..1:1.
4 11
.'
.
. said, tae
S0HED.Li1igERG',8iTälks .''With filNatER
. at , EM..KBORST...early;,-in the morning Of 1 .)4.5
, They.. , arrived
and. learned :. of Han g ' s suicide that night
merely
"Thank God fOr that.") and of DONIT2. 1 apPointrientcaS:.
the 020 Final Report on..SCIPLENEOG,. hlt-B-LER' had
• already seen DOnTZ earlier that morning and persuaded. the latter to
" dismiss' R_M3ENTROP . i.m/edi_ately.
Prisoner has n6.1cniwilëkse
of this
.„
teoti.118.-)
.
.
•
•,

•

-

At about 0900 bra SCHELLEaTERG was called for a few rainUtes
MOLZIM1,. who informed lu. of the situation, and said that he
plaoe hiM,solf under DONITZ I orders. He was driving over
"to VA DONITZ' HQ, im...ediatcly, an.1 asked SCHELLDNDEI(G to aecoripant'him to report on the Swedish nazotiations and to outline his
. ideas for the future. Prisoner followed in another car with
.HDIY.M
. . 1 8 adjutants.
6. Onnferenee at DONITZ' HQ
'At about 1200 hrs the party arrived at MON. . There
• Prisoner :learned that DIDZENTROP had been dismisaod and'S0HWEkIN
.-ACKOSTGE aPPointCd4oreion Niniater:
rwrz imiediateIrdraT
HDAff..ER into oeinferoncó "is/id asked SC' and Prisoner
;,!Worle.;ont: Meanwhile a-,s4rt Merieran1#2.„ on the next Gernam . Move in the
light of HITtI 'a deSth .,and the VigiN-CHLTLCIDIL eo;i41:44clue
.

•

'SC1IEILG. told. Prisontr that he(SCHHI011
.:.. ')yras ,to
this;t the Mime; -*its ruquied stnin?y for .4k0sidx!ii'r.irs
trery to the 020 FR on).SCIIIgpZkcatd. Prisoner dispute3 t.
osfra
.h TP*.*>€.T.11..*E.t
miTEL or
_short flamer

mite:

) '• CIELLI3E40)..440.
ni the'; f.04-cistia
contning

,x.Rosit*
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During the journey SCIELLMILLG and. Prisoner had thpir last
exhaustive discussion. SCHELLENBERG :nee moro Iressed Prisoner to
rermin, but the latter declined om the grounds that he thowfht all
further efforts to save claa•ri doomed to failure. Ho considered
his usefulness had ended and did not wish to be publicly associated
with the liquidation of the Third Reich. (IA the time Prisoner still
had political ambitions for the future.
reputation untainted by
the "shame" of having been responsible for the armistice negotiations,
would have been a valuable asset.
Similar charEes had ruined the
careers of the WEIMAR politicians after the 1914 - 18 war.)
Nevertheless, he intinated that shoal,: the intcrin f:overnment develop into
a r;oyernment of some stability, he would be available. Privately,
Prisoner claims, he anticipated the worst, A.thout:h he did not state
this teSCHELLENHERG.
In the course of conversation, KALTENBRUPEER was briefly
touched upon. SCHELLENBERG mentioned that, should Prisoner happen to
see SAN1BERGER'or anyone else of the Amt VI staff, he Was to tell
them that neither HDOMLER nor himself recognised KAUEENBRUNNERIs
orders.
Prisoner believes that SChELLENDERG also said that HiMMLER
•
He states
would countermand KALTENBRUNNER's orders by WT.
emphatically that no more wns said, and that he carried back no other
instructions,.esp40cidly since he stressed to SCHELESMERG that it
was doubtful whether he would see SANDURGER or anyone else. The
course of events had overshadowed the internal politics of the Rail,.
9.'llremorandum

for SCHELLRNUERG

In'FLENSDURG Prisoner bade solemn farewell to SCHELLENBERG,
and wished him success in the future. SMELLENDERG asked prisoner
to leave him another mcre detailed merorandum on German policy after
the unconditional surrender, which he proposed to submit to KROSIGK
This document Prisoner drew up that
on his return from COPENHAGEN.
evening: • he left it with SCHELLENBE&G's secretary in FLENSBURG. It
contained the following points:a) The cardinal aiztof German policy must be the
preservation of a central Germn government, in spite of the
a suitable figurehead BRUNING's
Allied: zonal division.
name might be put forward. The „%lericans should be
approached for permission to contact HRUNING. (BRUNING
had been mentioned previously by Prisoner in his "D1HIONT"
Reports, see Appendix A, pares 1 and 9). ' The new government could only include personalities not compromised in the
eyes of the Allies.
In order to placate the Allies and to . gata the above
concession, the followinz: measures would have to be
instituted'immediately:13 Dissolution of the NS DAP, SS and affiliated args .
stapo; seizure of all Gestapo
Disbandment of Gestapo;
offices and records.
-(iii) In vieyaf Allied disclosures of conditions in the
coneentration camps, a German definition and
prosecution of "war criEL7Eli." was adViSable.
(SCHELLENBERG had mentioned 2,11EMER, AmtSchef IV,
and „Ogruf POHL as the chief WB2 criminals).
(iv) A strict ban on all Werwolf activities.
•
(
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c) Prisoner aLided a personal rider for SCHELLEMERG. In
order to preserve his political future, he would have to
(until the very end,
dissociate himself from HIUMLER
SCHEILENDERG had been unable to appreciate how compromised
•LEE wns in Jlied eyes, and had, in fact, assumed that
he would remain in the DONITZ Eovernment.EIMPLER had made
SCHELLENIZZ; it was, for the latter, a question of personal
loyalty.)
Prisoner met OSICK later on in American captivity. He
learned from him that :.)CHELLENIMG had put forward the points mentioned above. Only the ban on 77eruolf had been oarried out; DONITZ ' •
could not bring himself to swallow the rest of Prisoner's advice.
10. Return to BAVARIA

Prisoner left FLENSI.URG by plane at 0200 hrs on 2 May 45.
After a dangerous flight during which he was repeatedly chased by
British night-fiOters, he landed early in the morning in PRAGUE.
In the followinc night he flew on to SALZBURG and continued from there
by car. American troops had already overrun BAD TOLZ, and Prisoner
had to walk the last 30 k.7:1. Prisoner claims that after his return
• he saw none of the Ant VI Staff, and did not even attempt to pass on
SCHIBILLENEERG's verbal mesr:ar..c. He retained in BAD TOLZ until his
arrest on 1 Jun 1.5.
11. Conclusion
Comparison of Prisoner's and SCHEMENBER0's statements
(vide 020 FR on SCHEMENBERG, pp 108 - 110) has disclosed discrepancies,
the most curious of which is SCEMENBERG's omission to mention that
he twice summoned Prisoner-to LUCK for consultation (this has
already been confirmed independently by SANDBER(ER) and his assertion
that Prisoner returned SOUTH an his instructions. Al). infm available
bears out Prisoner's contention that his relation to SCHEILENTER0
was solely that of political adviser, and he was summoned to
SCIELLENBERG in this capacity during a crucial period in SCHELLENBERG's
political career.
Prisoner merely took with hits SANDBERGER's memorandum on the
reorganisation in the SOUTH, but neither Prisoner, SCHELLENBERG nor
H1M1. LER attached muoh importance to KALTENBRUNNER's activities at the
. time. Again, SCHELLENBERG's assertion that Prisoner returned SOUTH
on his instructions would seem to be an overstatement; in fact,
SCHELLEN3ERG merely gave Prisoner a vague verbal message which he knew
Prisoner,. in the circumstances, was most unlikely to deliver.
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AFFI:NDIX D
FRISORt.'S TR:NELS ABROLD
• (1925 - 194.5)

1. Introduction
Prisoner has been questioned in detail on his.forcign travels.
It was sought to establish the suggestion thrown out in the
that there was tore in his travels than journalistic reporting; that
they in fact served
cover for an economic and political int mission for the GIS or jaasw /,rat. Prisoner has emphatically denied
this, nor has infm come to hand which would .indicate that he was anything but what he.claimed to be; an influential German political
journalist.
brief

as

On the other hand, it must be remembered that.Prisoner, a
journalist with a reputation and ambition, was in C),OSP contact with
highly placed personalities on whom ho impressed his experience and
views formed diming his travels, the more so, since his real eonviCtions and views were running counter to the current GerMan.pro
ro.gr'nete,.- Thus Prisoner wes able to exert .privately considerable
influence (through Albrecht EADSHOFECZ on Rudolf HESS, through DIECKHOFF, RAH and ABETZ on RIBLENTROP, much later through :SCHELLERBERG
On HIMMLER) I
On his 'return from the US in 1938, Prisoner made his views
on PJFRICA:'s attitudaknown to high Prrty and State functionaries
assembled at the NTAWBERG Rally (see pars 14), ::,..;tfter his return
from the Middle East in Mar 39, he sounded avarning through DUCKHOFF (see para 9). In 'Aug 39, diamayed by RIBBENTROP'S intransigent
attitude at a conference at FUSCHL (see Appendix D, partC3) Prisoner
prophesied that German-egression in POLAND would mean, a) par with the
British Empire, b) that the French would not prevent the British
, reversal Of the policy of appeasement, and c) that the US would enter
the war six months later. This memo was passed in two copies via
AIbreeht HAUSHOFE4; : one copy for .HESS and 'onefor HITLER.' In Sep
39 HESS' adjutant appeared at Prisoner's Office and confiscated the
file copy and shorthand notes as "Top Secret";' "this is the only
official reaction known to Prisoner. Similar critical menus to Gen
Obst Jonp were by-products of Prisoner's visits to SP4IN in 1943 and
1944 (see pares 24. and 28).
Such criticisms of aspects of German foreign policy can
hardly beregarded:as political int reports; the More . sp,;since they
Prisoner's travels appear
were unsolicited and net premeditatelittle CI'value. They have been listed briefly
to be,-. therefore .,
in , :chronological order, and some of his more iE,r..:ortant journeys have .
been treated in Some detail.
'of

2. Chronoloey
ITALY

1.926

VIENNA. and BUDAPEST Study trip during University miner holidays.
Six weeks' journey, mainly in
LITHUANIA, ESTOVIA.
REVAL,(TALLINN) and RIGA.
and LATVIA

1927

•

Holiday with Prisoner's parents.

1925

7
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Several weeks' journey, gathering
material for his doctor's degree,
much of which was used in his
book "Zwisoheneuropa und die
Deutsche Zukunft".
1929 summer
BALTIC STATES
Several weeks' journey, more
material for his book.
1930 summer
Attended 3-months summer course
SVITZERLAND
in GENEVA at Oxford School of
International Relations under
Prof ZWERN, followed by holiday
in SwiTZERLAND.
autumn LUAU
Fortnight's holiday.
YUGOSLAVIA, BULGARIA Six weeks' journey for more
1 931
material for "Zwischeneuropa".
HUNGARY
Financed by grant fromMTrEnBERG
Sociolo rdcal Institute.
autumn
PARIS
Fortnight's holiday.
Brief trips as free-lance
PRAGUE .
1932
correspondent for "Ede Tat".
' PARIS .
LONDON
A few days' visit at the
LENINGRAD
invitation of Ges KOSTER, German
Envoy in RIGA.
Working in the Secretariat of
Sep-Dec GENEVA
the Lgague of Nations.
.
1 933 spring
Several weeks' journey; visit
CROATIA
to Prof NOM, Prof of Sociology
at ZAGREB, followed by holiday
on Isle of RAD.
autumn
Gathering material asfree4Iance
Northern ITALY
journalist.
Dec
Fortnight's visit toTARIS as
FARIS
correspondent for Mbnchener
Neueste Nachrichten (MNH).
Covering asspLivi-Dolyuss-comes
1934 Mar
PONE
Conference for MNN.
autumn
S7ITZEPL;SO and ITALY Two weeks' holiday in LOCARNO,
GENOA and SANTA MARGHERITA LIGURE.
1935 summer
Brief trips to cover stories for
LONEON
NNN (Sudeten question, AngloPARIS .
German Naval Agreement, League
PRAGUE
of Nations session).
GENEVA
Originally planned as a holiday,
autumn
DALKAMA, GREECE,
BULGARIA, ROUMANIA, but became a tour of the BALKANS.
for MNN on the BALKAN attitude
HUNGARY
towards the Abyssinian war.
1936 Feb
Pew weeks as correspondent for
ROUE
le , dealing with German-Italian
relations (AUSTRIA) and Abyssinian
war. Prisoner was received by
IdUSSOLOI.
May/June. GENEVA
Attended two sessions of. the
League of Nations on AbYssixdan
war.
Few weeks' summer holiday.
.summer
SMEEN
1 . 937 Jan-Mar MIDDLE EAST
EGYPT, PALESTINE and SYRIA.
Journey undertaken for MNN.
Details will be found at pares
4 and 5.
1928

,

POLAND and
' CZECHOSLOVAKIA
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PARIS

autumn
ITALY
.1938 La' .- /ale USA

Sep

LONDON

1939 Jan - Mar MEDDLE EAST

Aug
1940 Jan

VENICE
COPENHAGEN
THE MAME
•AMSTERDAM

May
June

7

STOCKHOLM
UPPSALA
BELqADE
TAIDAPEST

Aug/Sep PARIS
Dec
1-941 spring
. May

PARIS and RBE1MS
ROLE
LISBON and MADRID

194-2

RUSSIA

1 943 Mar

ROME.

•
Jim/Jul MADRID and LISBON
COPENHAGEN
1 944 Apr
May
Aug

MADRID and LISBON
MILAN ami FASASO

PARIS
Nev

cRIcpw

Dec

COPS

Spent one week as euust of the
Cemite FRANCE-ALLaIME at •
International 'World Exhibition.
Two weeks'. holiday.
journey undertaken for MNN, also
eathng material for his book
"Der massloso Kontinent". Details
will be found at paras 10 - 14.
Stayed there for d few days atter
return from US, covering Sudeten
crisis.
EGYPT, SAUDI ARABIA, IRAQ, /RAN,
AFGHANISTAN: Seuond Middle East
journey undertaken-for MNIT. Also
Tethering material for his book
"Juden, 1*18.nder und Araber in
P-1,11STINA". .Pox details see
paras 6 - 9.
Attending Biennial Exhibition.
Short lecture tour for Wm Sac,
Ausw Amt, on "Economic and .
Political Unity of New Europe".
Lectures arranged by Kulturattaches:
of :Embassies.
*.
Lectures as above, thr
OUgh*Deutsch-,
Schwedische Gesellschaft...Lecture as above.
Stopped for two days to:talk
Hungarian politics with German
Correspondents . there," notablY-,.
&SIEMER of
Accompanied RAHN to PARIS after t4e '
Occupation (see paras 15 4 1); Visit to RAHN and'AWM(See::Taka 17).
Fvrilays' ,-;rtisit for "Signal".
Short visit to DIECKHOFF (See.'
para 19).
Serving'as-it with Propaganda
Coy on ths Eastern Font. .
Short visit for-"Signal:■!to
discuss tech and distribution
problems for Italian edition.
Visit to DIECKHOFF (see. para 22).
Short visit to BEST and meeting
with =MDR . (see pars. 29).
Visit to DIECKHOFF (see para 25).
Officially for "Signal"; . main
purpose to visit RAHN and ask him
to intercede fOr TROTT zU SOLZ.,;
condemned to death for 2Q.JulY
conspiracy.
'
.
Reporting On the !Tall of FARIS".
(see para,18).: H
Lecture to staff of a HeeresgrU_PIe
on internationaliffairs:
Short visit to BEST and meeting With
KRAKER fsee par; 30):

•
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3. p)spose,

Undertaken for, and financed by, the hitinohener Neueste
Nachriohten, reporting on the political situation in the Hang
First. Joura_
n --Mor_1221.
4. Itinerary
. - ASWAN - 17ADI BALPA
AvaiNDEIL: - OO - LUXOR
by air from iwriTotoi to no - araUS.ALEM - HAIFA - TEL
max LEBANON* . from thero back to Max.
Contaotsand Personalities
.. .
Germans.- .
.
. -...-.. -. :
GerimUi:*ioy in CAIRO, Ir khr :von 017-WACHENDOR..:-.Leg;ISek
Er
• ..... SIEWRIED
, .
in .iLEXANICcIi;.
eneral
.
Gf).rmen
; . -.00OSOI-G
.
„.
.
Correspondent of "Frankfurter Zei-tUng.
-.Iwari .,EIRCUM,v.-Forei:-/-1
,
--- _ Itery well....inforix.ci with many contacts to Arab ani
i Itallanciroles. • -- '
sdniatz; , :FO; elgn Correspondent of 1.1M.
German:bnsiness pen in EGn'T (names forgot-ten).
-- Ld.reC,tar of . .Cerrisan School in CAIRO.
• Ifeill Ois of ArphaeOlor ical Institute. Very wei..1 iirr
.
:about current situation.
Wiens,
embers oft':Itali.en'-Ei-basay and Italian
:. '(*.throUgh EtERthilq;;R). "' •
Diitish

,

British Embas (through introduction of German 1.1.masaador
.
.
-Oriental Secretory.
SeveiallEltiablOonsular officials
mEkdir (?), ' Correspondent'of1T aly Telegraph".4r6U0
bin...Meta number ofArab 'journalists and,POlitiOians:.
'
•RepresentatiVOmf United Press and INS.
:".Trendhy.
..,00iirespoaclentt Of •-: "LesI,Tempa,"' and. "Echo 1e Paris".

ikljDoN.
•
.
anJ directors .de•IETSAFilaicStudi
Chairman of
and Airlines.
. .
.
E..
di tors
of "El Abram", TEl*NOkattam". and . other‘ .journalfsts
,
. . .. •
.
The first sheik of EL .43.2.AR Mosque and•UniverSity:"..

•Ekiii*i.:41) ÁMbi.4i10:Or
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Egyptiana (Conti)
.Officers of E gyptian Lrvy, whom Prisoner met casually in
ASWa.

Several students belonging to redioal pationaliat circles.
Some of the younger opposition politicrians of the AFD.
b) PALESTINEGermans
German Consul-General DOBLE and Vice-Consul DITTMLR.:
Dr Franz REICHCRT, representative of END.
Geri* farMérs and bdsinees men of Garinan settlement*
... I MUMMA nr JAFFA. German business meni in
HAIYA, TELAVIT..
_ JERUSALEM,
.

The ii%ah:Crimmi asiPler:for PALESTINE, Gen WAUCHOFE.
Public Relations Officer, and some other members of
,AdministratioT4

.
• ThelMufti of JMUSALEK.
:. MINI B17 ABDUL : HAD', Leader of ISTIQULAL Party.
. Chairmen Of Higher Arab Committee.
,Spale etherJeading Arabs in government positiona.
The.
cf .:JERUSALEM.
. .
.
embers
of-.the
of
And TIBERIAS.*
. HAIFA
.
.
.
: ,. .
, ,..
• • Arab
• ComMittces
Jews

Offipiala of the..VAAD
OffiCiaie_ofthe jewish -Agency in JERI:MILE% in various
*
'.../ewigh settlements.
.•
1 Jewish writeri,.. lawyers, etc in TEL AVIV.:
•TRANsJORDAN •
,
.
.th,iiv,ABDUBLABE:fr.

German COnaul-General .. .SAIDER, Who introduced Prisoner.J9
officials of the French Administration and also to
some Syrian Politicians (noises forgotten)
SeCond Journey, Jan - Mar 199
Itinerary

. .
EGYFT -- SAUDI. ARABI..., .4 EG-Yri.-:FAL ESTINE - IRAQ - IRAN .4FGRANISTA&' ,-Friaoner travelled by air. He returned from
AFGBANISTAN Via ATHENS and BUDAPEST to GUYANY.

......1.1111••■••••■••
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7. Cnntacts and Personalities
a) EGEFT
Prisoner looked up his former contacts. In addition be met
•the following:Germane
Leg Sek von . lEYEEN, of the Embassy, had replaced SIEGFRIED; .
and had been instructed by the 1.mbassa.dor to assist
Prisoner in every wcw.

King FARM.
Chief of Egyptian Genora_l Staff.
1.10IFI Pasha.
Sheik EL MaIRAGI of EL A/MI Mosque.

The KAniAkia(TGovernor) . of Province HEW .
i314..tiah
British Divoy,Sir-Reader

'Italian Envoy.
Heed: Of SAUDI' ARAB

,farce".

_
NUR ,ES: SiJED Pasha- later Prime Mini te
T.SHf
',Minister of War,
was
l'iOlefs,..4r:tfie:D6pt of EduCation._ . (PridontErr
. interested
.
.....: . _in the settlement of the .- 3edouin tribes) •
ii-ab'',4thi.Ersos from PALESTINE.
.
The Mayor of B2.GliDAD.
.Sheik ,.,,SIL, Chief of the SIII.M...R Tribe.
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8. Publications
A series of twelvo to fifteen articles appeared in the MNN
after each journey.
L large number of photographs were uncle
' available to the Mane/wrier Illustrierte Presse. Prisoner's book
"Juden, EnElander und -rater in PalMstina", appeared in 1938
(DIEDERICHS).
9. Other Contacts
Prisoner denies that he made any other use of the infm he
gathered on is journeys. The Ausw Amt was aware that Prisoner had
Lone, but he did not subirlit re'part on his return.
Ges von RETTIG,
a personal friend of Prisoner, gave him'one or two introductions to
Arabs in IRAQ, but othcr than that, he received no assistance.
Prisoner gathered the impression that, in spite of the
appeasement policy in LONDON, the British in the MIDDLE EAST were
preparing for war and reEarded war with GERMANY as inevitable. He
said as much publicly in his articles, end asked his friend, Gas
DIECKHOFF in the AuswAirt, to convey a warning to this effect in
official quarters.
II. JOURNEY TO USA
(Lyr - Luc; 38)

10. Purpose
To report on current developments in the USA, especially
on the American attitude towards GEMILNY. The journey was undertaken for, And financed by, the MNN, and the Munchener Illustrierte
Presse. From May 38 onwards, sixteen articles appeared in the Doerand three illustrated articles in the NM Prisoner's book "Der
asslose Kontinent" was larecly based on impressions gathered during.
this trip, but did not appear until spring 42.
Tbe immediate reason for the trip was an invitation from .
DIECKHOFF, then German Ambassador in the US, and a close personal
friend of Prisoner's. DIECKHOFF wrote to Prisoner that he would
welcome his visit, since, in his opinion, American affairs were not
being fully reported or even understood in M.RMLNY. DIECKHOFF had
sent a similar invitation to Rudolf KIRCHER, the editor Of the
"Frankfurter Zeitung", who had toured the US three months previously.
11. Itinerary
Prisoner travelled with his wife. In NEW YORK they bought
a second-hand car and rotored throuEh the US. They were given
introductions by the German Embassy to many "representative American
personalities".
German consulates were advised in advance of their
arrival, and arranged introductions to local personalities. Prisoner
was at pains to keep his tour informal and unofficial.
a) NEW YORK
Guest of the German Gen Konsul BORCHERS, who gave two
receptions for Trisoner, at which he met well-known NEW YORK writers
Among the Euests were:and journalists.
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Mr mu' (Publisher).
}irsLnne licCOMICK (Owner, New York Times).
1r DTTTT, (Foreicn Policy -ssocir:.tion).
Depresentatives from Interhational News ...encies.
Journalists from New York dailies.

Prisoner also met some of the editorial staff of 'Tine",
"Life", and "Fortune", in particular, Mr DLVEYPORT, co-editor of
"Fortune":
Ho also had several talks with Henry And Claire LUCE.
b)

TLSHIINGTON

Prisoner stayed for four weeks as guest of DIECKHOFF.
DaECKHOFF complained about YEZENTROP's short-sighted policy in his
treatment of the US, especially his cncourer,ement of the 'Duni".
He save Prisoner insiEht into all revelant Lusw Amt files, which he
Durinv the four weeks,
brought out with him to his residence.
Prisoner attended the receptions given by the ,e.bassedor, two of
Apart from. the Embassy staff, who in
them in Prisoner's honor.
turn invited Prisoner to their houses and through whom he met their
personal friends, both Germans and Americans, Prisoner was introduced
to a number of Senators, representatives and members of the State
He can now recall the names only of Rep NYE, Senators
Dept..
VaDENBERG, WHEELER, WAGNER and TLFT. To all of these, in so far as
they needed convincinz:, Prisoner expounded the beneficial and •
rational influence of Nazi GERIANY on EUROPE, dismissing the shadier
side of the 'picture with a shruE and an assurance that it was
designed to keep the ignorant German masses quiet;
Prisoner also had a talk with John LEWIS, then already an
opponent of ROOSEYELT's. LEWIS was o4 attentive listener to
Prisoner's smooth account of Nazi "Socialism" for the German working
class..
Through the Embassy, Prisoner was Eronted interviews with the
.following:President ROOSEVELT

)
1
!
i

Cordell HULL
Harold ICKES
Henry WALLACE

Here Prisoner's charm failed to impress.
ROOSEVELT ,.Ingrily denounced GERNANY's
annexation of RUSTRIL., contemptuously
dismissed Frisener's protest that the
annexation was the wish of the "entire
Austrian people".
s a result of
ROOSEVELT's frigid reception and his
sincere dislike of Nazism, Prisoner
reported - and later elaborated the theme
in his book, "'Der Masslose Kontinent" that ROOSEVELT was filled with hatred for
all things German, was se:t on deetroying
German Kultur, and already then (1938) was
preparing for an aggresSive mar. He
rationalised his prejudice by saying that
internal-difficulties with the New Deal
forced ROOSEVELT to focus discontent on an
external victim (thriving (IERMANY).
Routine
Secretary of State
Secretary of the Interior .official
interviews.
Secretary of .AEriculture

2
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7E/OTSSFY,
Thorough inspeotion of the TENNESMI VALLEY AUTHORITY,
and ler( talks with the two leading TVA officials, hr David
LILIENTHAL and Hr MORGAN.
d)

NEW ORLEANS -TEXAS - SANTA FE - CALIFORNIA

Prisoner called on local notablcs en route, eg small-town
bosses, editors of local papers, judges, etc.
Occasionally he
visited a celebrity, eg Norgaret MITCHELL in ATLANTA ("Gone with
the Wind").
In HOLLYWCOD Prisoner toured the film studios.
e)

SAN FRANCISCO - SALT LAKE CITY -

KANSAS

CITY - SAINT LOUIS

Leisurely return LAST, again stopping to talk-to loopal
notables. A week's stray in SAINT LOUIS.
f)

CHICAGO

Invited by the North-Western University to lecture on a
"Pan-European Federation". This talk was badly received, and
Prisoner, was directly attacked in an after-dinner speech by the
Pr4identcf the University. He also spoke before various clubs
and sodisties in the city.
g)

DETROIT

Through the German Consul, Prisoner was introduced to the:
:General Manager of FORD'S,'and obtained an interview With Edael FORD
in DEARSCEGi. :Extensive visit to GENLM
foUced by ,
invitation to address leading automobile industrialists at an
'informal meeting.
h)

CIEVELAn

Short stay there; . tho German Consul introduced him to'
influentialbusiness circles.
i)

EOSION.
Visit to 'Harvard University.

t?.. NEW YORK. Final Talks with DIECKHOFF
Prisoner returned to,..MtICRK, where he remained far a'.
fortnight before leaving :for GERMANY. DIECKHOFF oame . up from
WASHINGTON, and asked Prisoner to Support h13 apparently lone voice
among Nazi politicians at ,home and impress upon them that the "Stop
GEFILANY" campaign in the US was a significant movement
away.Tie41:-:•
• .
American isolationism, and was likely to grovrin;propOrtion'iO-':-.;
expansion.
(see
• , i jar -71 4) .':i
;
, GERMANY'S
•
•
-Whaliyrisener rrived in WASHrNCTON,-CIECKHGOF had shown 41.1pr,„
a lOnerePart-en Fritz : KIERT!S "34nd u which he had prepared for the
. .'"
"•
Anewwhieh he wrote that this org Was run by opportunists,.
In4t4OitieISSS:end racketeers, and advised that no further
is
finaii44;;.,t,91,it;LcalOr,moral support should:be:.given to it.
'reports apparently carried no weight in official quarters, cad he now
asked Prisoner to support him publicly in his paper: Prisoner clOmm
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that durine his stay ho did not meet KUHN, or attended a "Bund" rally.
Nevertheless, from his talks with Americans he formed the sane
impression as DECKEOFF, and subsequently reviewed the "Buml"
unfavourably.
As Prisoner and DIECKHOFF had anticipated, this
'article provoked the AO to indignation.
Prisoner was publicly
and privately reprimanded by the Propaganda Ministry. He forwarded
all this material to DIECKHOFF, who, in turn, took the case as an
opportunity for sending another official memorandum condemning German
backing (his efforts, however, were unrewarded).
DIECKHOFF further asked Prisoner to employ George Sylvester
VIERECK as the US correspondent of the MNN. To this Prisoner agreed.
This is the only instance where Prisoner is known to have been in
. direct contact with an int acrit , (with the exception of the "Egmont"
period) and may therefore be of interest.
13. VIERECK's Employment by the MNN
DIECKHOFF int: .oduced Prisoner to VIERECK during his visit in
7ASHINGTON. VIERECK was an ille:itimate son of Kaiser Wilhelm II,
who had lived in the US for many years. During the 1914 - 1 8 war,
he edited the pro-Gerran 'Dos Vaterland" and had many acquaintances
along Senators and representatives, especially the isolationists.
DIECKHOFP used VIEREGK as an informer on the WASHINGTON political
scene. Apparently in order to help VIERECK financially, DIECKHOFF
naked Prisoner to take him on the staff of his paper, but his
journalistic abilities were poor, and when DIECKHOFF was reonlled from .
the . US towards end 1938, Prisoner wished to dismiss the man.
DIECKHOFF, however, was anxious to continue to receive VIERECK's
r.)perts, tsked Prisoner to keep VIERECK on his staff, and agreed to
refund his salary of 500 per month.
VIERECK's weekly reports arrived by air mail via the
BERMUDAS, and bore, after Sep 39, British censorship stamps. They
were addressed to the MNN and were only signed With a rectangle
(VIERECK ; rectangle in German), a copy of which was for yyrded by
Prisoner to DIECKHOFF in the Ausw Amt. The reports contained
clippings from American papers and articles', the opinions of citizens
in Capitol Hill, interspersed with "inside tips" on future Presidential,
policy, what notables had been received at the White House, and motes
on industrial developr:ent and production bottlenecks. Only the latter
items were of value. Prisoner states that the reports reflected the
current political atmosphere in WASHINGTON, and were, for DIECKHOFF,
a useful complement to the official reports from the German Am bassador', while, after AMERICA entered the war, the scarcity of int from
. the US was such, that even these insignificant messages were valuable.
. In spring 41, the 2.1N paid rEMECK a lump sum of % 10,000,

ie eighteen months' salary in advance. .Shortly after the outbreak

of war, VIERECK was arrested by the.FBI'and the connection ceased.
Prisoner has since been informed at OBERURSEL that copies of all
reports went were found in VIERECK's flat in NEW YORK. Prisoner is
positive that VIERECK was only working as personal V-man for DIECKHOFF,
and not for the (IS. He asked SCHELLENBERG in 1944 whether he knew
of VIERECK, but the latter replied in the negative.
1 4:. Prisoner Reports on his US journey
In Sep 38, Prisoner attended the NURENBERG Party Rally, in
order to warn theA.eadine Nazi functionaries that should it OMB to
war with the UK, the USA would, in his opinion, join within six months.
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This was in fulfiluent of his promise to DIECKHOFF that he would use
Prisoner had
his influence to support DIECKHOFF's similar views.
talks with RIBBENT'OP, WEIZSACKER, DIETRICH, AMAIN, ROSENBERG, HENLEIN
(the Sudeten Leader), GOEBBRLS, NALMANN cad FRITZSCHE. Except for
WEIZSACHER and FRITZSCHS,,Prisoner's warning fell on deaf ears. He
later learned that the reports of the German military attache in
WASHINGTON, Gen von BOTTICHER, were larEely responsible for the
Prisoner states that
prevailing sense of complacent security.
except for this he made no report to any other official quarter.
III. VISITS TO FROCE

15•

Early Ala- 40

•

When RAHN took up his Ausw Ant appointment in PARIS he asked
Prisoner, at the time still editor of the MNN, to accompany him, as a .
personal friend, and "adviser" on policy. Prisoner also covered the
occupation of PARIS for his paper. He stayed for ten days, and spent
most of his tine going through French Foreign Office files. Ho was
toying with the idea of preparing a pamphlet compiled from French
documents proving French war euilt. He states that be net few French - -•
personalities, since these had not yet returned to PARIS, but he had
long discussions with RAHN an what he considered the proper policy
towards FRANCE.
16. Sett 40
Prisoner returned to PARIS for a few days at RAM's invitation. Hemet a number of French collaborationists, with whom RAHN
and Prisoner discussed the current political situation. Prisoner is
still under the impression that the Germans were joyfully received by
the French, rho, apparently, were abl&. to forget their military defeat.
Prisoner also went through noire diplomatic documents,. but cane to the
,conclusion that there was not sufficient evidence available to Joroduce
• the sensational pamphlet he had in an.
17.

10 Dec-40

Prisoner was invited by Gen SCHAAL, GOC of a Ft Lehr Div at
REHM'S, to lecture to his staff on Franco-German relations. From
RHEIMS Prisoner went again to PARIS, staying with RAHN for a few days.
Prisoner states that he arrived at the time of the LAVAL crisis, when
ABETZ wand RIBBERT OP's policies towards FRANCE for the first tine
clashed openly. Prisoner spent many hours encouraging RAHN and ABETZ
to persist in a "sane ",lenient view, as opposed to RIBMWE:OP's harsh
treatment of FRANCE.
18.

12 - 19 Aue.

Prisoner went officially to FRANCE for "Signal", in order to
gather e personal impression of the invasion and to hear _first-hand
B then at SAINT-GERMAIN. Prisoner had
reports at G.
lengthy conversation with the Ic, Gen BLUMENTRITT, who told him that.
the campaign in FRANCE was :all but over:, Prisoeer was received
Feldmerschall von KLUGE, who was in 4 Ilack.rage,I . and told him
blank that the war was lest and that HITLER,- KEIT.EL and JODUeWere:z
incompetent fools (KLUGE committed suicide a few weeks later).'
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In PARIS, Prisoner called on ABETZ to discuss the political
implications of .L.e Gorman defeat in FRANCE. ABETZ apParently was
living in a dream world untroubled by victorious Allied armies; he
was then in delicate and complicated neLotiations with HERRIOT, whereby
AULTZ would formally hand over the Government of FRANCE to a "French
National Assembly" . (events roved too fast and ABETZ' symbolic ceremony ended in undignified rout).
Prisoner claims that the Parisians, during these last few
days, were extremely friendly towards the remaining German garrison.
Up to the time when Prisoner left on 19 Aug, three days before the
liberation' there was no trace of FPI activities. Prisoner was so
impressed by the sympathetic. attitude of the citizens that he
recorded this in an article in "Signal" called The Last Days of
PARIS".
Prisoner claims that he made ND further . use of his conversations
with ABETZ.and von ELUGE. He wrote -a lengthy report at OBERURSEL on
the Subject.

, FirstVisit
19.-M4 414

IV.. Visits to SPAIN and PORTUGAL

:Visit to ESTORIL

Prisoner spent a fortnight at ESTORIL nr LISBON OA behalf Of
•
the NNN. He stayed at the Hotel Yiramar, ESTORIL.
20. Purpose

-

The purpose of his visit was to gain anobjective impression
of the effects of the bombing of LONDON, and the Political situation-..
genérallyv Prisoner, listenin to British broadcasts and:awsre Of the
fallibility
the Propaganda hinistry, suspected that German claims
were not in perspective. He wasthereforesnrioue to talk to -wellinformed . perSolls ine neutral country and check their conclusions
. against his 'ogimi.
21: Cen-tacts
Prisoner claims that he did not attempt tocontaet any
member of the. GIS in PORTUGAL or GERUarr for inside item.... He professes-to-hive had a low opinion of Alow, and believed that German
fbreian correspondents were MUch better-informed and had their own..
circle of Useful contacts.
its will be seen, some of the journalists werez.ir(fact mosibe rs
of theGIS. Prisoner denies being-aware-at this, ancidid'not Seek to
inquire into his informants' sources.
Prisonerret:4111s meeting the folio:Wing:1,
Ce#oen Ambassador in LISBON'. 'Portal
courtesy call only.
"Frankfurter
Zditung". . -Extremely well-infOrPed
(Note: Known to have been on i-147i-Mte
terms with Richard ScHMIDT, pd,LI03010
DINATAG Correspondent, formerly MNN
correspondent in LONDON: Also well
informed.
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Heinrich BARON

Frau VERMEREN

BRAGAPZ
Italian Diplomat

Correspondent of "Berliner Bdrson
ZeitunE (Noto: Known to have Worked
for Abw in PARIS; belioved to have
been amember of tho SD in LISBON).
Correspondent of "Des Reich". Exceptionally well informed, with many oontaets
in Portuguese and Spanish circles.
(Note: Mother of Erich VERMEREN of
KO TURKEY).
MNN Correspondent, Prisoner later
learned that he was "somehow"
connected with KO PORTUGAL.
(name forgotten) First Secretary (?)
at Italian Legation in LISBON, from
whom he rcceived a very exact account
of the bombing of LONDON, whioh had
been given by an Italian priest
recently returned from LONDON:

Prisoner also met officials of the Portuguese propaganda org,
whose names he no longer recalls.
A secondary purpose of Prisoner's visit was to organise the
purchase of American . and Allied literature through BRAGARD. Since the
war the MNN had been allotted a quota of foreign literature -through
the Propaganda Iiinistry, but this was insufficient. Prisonvr was
especially keen to obtain regular supplies of "Fortune", which was
well-informed and apparently unaware of security restrictions.
Lastly, Prisoner treated this visit as an unofficial
holiday, and spent some time collecting material for his forth.
coming book, "The Age of Icarus".
Second Visit
22. Jul 43 Visit to MADRID •
Prisoner stayed for three weeks at the German EMbaasy as.•
guest of Apbassadcr DIECKHOFF. When DIECKHOFF was apointed to
SPAIN, he invited Prisoner to cote and see him. At the time
Prisoner was a Lt in the Army, att OKW/W PT, and working on "Signal".
He arranged with his chief, Gen von REBEL, that he Should be officially
sent to Gen KRAMER, Wehrmachtsattache at the Embassy, to obtain the
General's suggestions for improvement of the Spanish edition of
"Signal". KRAMER had barely heard of the paper, and after half-anhour's talk, followed by an invitation toanner, Prisoner's official
mission was completed.
23. Purpose and Contacts
•
Prisoner's real purpose was to obtain for his own use inrm
' about political conditions in the UK.and USA, and on conditiona.in
SPAIN generally, While at the sane time taking advantage of his tilt)
as S-holidaY. Through his friendship with DIECKHAFF he had access to
all En1)4ssY reports and was in a position to see documents of a 7...
"Top Secret" nature, Which Would normally not have been available to
him.-PIECKHOFF had many conversations with Prisoner,.in:whiCh ti?95r-:
discussed the international situation, and DIECKHOFF related. slic.14
"unofficial" infm , as had core to his ears. PrisenerfUrtherrhad,
lerigth0.alks with Ges Rat KEMTE, the Second Secretary, Who also .
seemed well informed. Prisoner Mot mr:,st of the Embassy staff, but
can recall only the names of LAZAR (press Attache), Dr PETERSEN
(Kultur Attache) and Gen KRAMER.' 'Prisener denies that he had any
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contaots with RD SPAIN or tried to pump Abw . offrs for infm. He
agrees that probably he net dermal offrs, but he was not aware of
their duties. . In any oase Prisoner claims that without a letter
from aw in BERLIN, no Abw offr would have talked openly . to an outsider. Further, -,DIVQKHOFF, as Ambassador, viewed the .activities of
the KO sOurly,-. since he conehLred it inefficrient and consisting
• .'mainly of 'offrs out to have .4 good time.
Through the Embassy, .Prisoner net a nutaber of Spanish jOUrn- al,ists and • Foreign :Office officials, whose name iv, he no longer
remembers,. He recalls, however, the name of Manual, AZNAR i(later
tr:encd'eired' to WASHINGTON), with . whiam he had lengthy : discussions about
trend of . t.he:'wer.
.*
few:.
days
Prisoner returned
. • . ned via LISBON, where he stayed f or di
.
He again oOni*ited-. Gairmin foreign . correspondents . stationed there;_and..
pumped theni for news about the current international situation. Be
bought:
it. ..,.quin,
. literature on the black market,. and
. ,Allied
. . ,titk. ,cit
.
returned by air to (RM/J'Y.
44;1zeoret'
. ,.'..

.

•

• _

.

•

..

.s.: .....

. ..

Although Prisoner coUld'nett .'.inalce .;uati:-Ce:'Moet-of...the.i. i*C6 . . -to:..

irt.40i1.7tiO':..t44.13e*...ziveti...accese:.:17T.,.'DLEPRI-11;10;:lle'...3itaWd:',.'"opiSeoret!''.
.;.4,......:3vas.:: pad . ....
..:"-T OP,41t;.!,Rt";,?ti.kit..i.CPPr4i - kje- :.0..04.r.:*ntel- . c#1,:r.,::: in '. W/Prwhich
ienWEDKLto .Geti:-.Obet.IJODL: : : - • i , It.. .gaVO:Priiiefiiit
.i.:e..,:ii4inh'efOiin Tor:: ••••
.
e,..: entrint4itif.atich as ‘iieen.:fronf..BPAIN'.'-',40cVserVed.'Abr:reinforee.:
O1ip.Fp44,-,',Pes. *lie #14 reports
;A1440d....a.tr#
,,.7:-.'.S.ähiii:?..
d...". ,W.-itht'prr.6.teigaricti: et- azildieji:44pects.ett.:,,..41..: c !si.
.!i.44.t.:§4.-:.
.,i!*,tiii.,,..o:ff:y,.,ig,,:.1.at,.r:..p.i.oa-e,i,,a., :iii:. pi. iebnervebOOk
,,,..ge'
..I.6di..ife":•
. ..
., Of ,....
y:,.,±4:14-,.d'Avi:iti', ...

:Ite.,;:,21.VI:Niiiit'?..tii
etantial1r,

.

it

.

•

s a repetition of h, r"v1oua visit. Signal"

inquire to44,0fr
ótted to: him , t•'r •
Cody. ,dtIrawn fr oct
-

f

• among the .Spe.nish Blue Div, t.-n

en4idenc
before, DISCRHSFF took Prisoner 2nto • his
Toug
nz Olc..10- .14 j,usw ,mt '.tc1.86imp. ixes'. Of inter est. 'fa Prisoner.
Ecbaosy contacts,- Prisoner mete riumbei. t Si:1440i; For:043ii,:..otTipe:
officials and. 4.citir4attr6i;
0o .. -ackTE:;‘,1,11. ee receptions. f or prisoner; anon the guests Wern.:.7
'ted to be:confideOtia
adviser to
1.OtiatiC ctrie47;
rbJajneae bassador

gY4.4.0-Crleaf.01,EiriVt,04/18aP.I.,P4JPT-1#04ty,
vories to GERMANY, internatibnaY zone n TANGEHYd';
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the talks DIECKHOFF had with JORDAN on tho subject. DIECKHOFF at
the tire was forced to put forward RIBBM1M.OP's policy in his official
talks, Although he complained to Prisoner about :Wert ',1:rt stupidity.
DIECKHOFF further stated that KO SPAIN was crossly overstaffed, and
giving much moro trouble than it was worth (Prisoner has once more
denied that he knowingly met ,Iny Lbw offrs or had access to Lbw filoso
in view of the Asibessador's dislike of this org, it would have been an
act of disloyalty for -riscner even to attempt to gather infm from that
source.)
Part of the Prisoner's stay was simply a holiday. He spent
'
some time gathering more Spanish material for "The Ilse of Icarus", and
returning
accompanied Gen Konsul POCHHLIThER or a duty trip to
by train a week later.
27. R9turn via LISBON
From /LAUD, Prisoner returned via LISBON, where he broke his
journey for four or five ds. He again contacted his circle of
German correspondents which now also included Dr KLAUS of the DLZ abd
SERIO)of the DNB, and bought quantities of Allied literature available
He states that he also had in important talk with
0...)j in LISBON.
ORTEGA rGASSET, the philosopher. This conversation was held with
the knowledge of TROTT zu SOLZ; it was a preliminary Sounding to find
Out whether, in the event of a successful assassination of HITLER,
OA.SSET would be prepared to act as intermediary between the new German
government and the Western Allies. It appears that ORTEGA reacted
favourably to the hints thrown out by Prisoner.

28. Secret Memorandum to JODL
On his return to GERKLNY, Prisoner once mere wrote a "Top
Secret" report on his journey, which was passed to Gen Obst JOEL. As
far as Prisoner remembers, it contained the following points:The Embassy is strongly opposed to special propaganda among
former members of the Blue Div; propaganda allotments should
cease. Inside infra about events leading up to the Signing of
the AnglotSpanish arreement; DIECKHOFF's difficulties in SPAIN
as a result of RIBBIZTROP's "tough" policy; FRLNCO's attitude
(contrary to German opinion, FRANCO is not a Gauleiter„ but a
shrewd stateman); AMbr.ssador complains that KO is over staffed
and inefficent;
in spite of Spenish promises to the UK,
.
wolfram deliveries to GERMANY will continue as before.Ls

before, several propagandist articles appeared in "Signal".

29. Connections with KD SPAIN
As will be seen fronl the foregoing, Prisoner has denied contact
with KO SPAIN. He not LEISSE12 (Prisoner at DIC) for the first time
at this Centro. KLESENSTUBER was known to Prisoner before, but he
claims that he was only a slight acqdaintance (this has been COnfirmed
independently bY KLEYEYSTUBER, also Prisoner at DIC).
Shortly after Prisoner's return from SPAIN in Jun 44, : KRAMER .
asked him to meet a friend of his, an Abw offr, who would shortly proceed
to SPAIN to take over the KO there and be Glad to hear from Prisoner:
about denditions in SPILIK, specifically Of the'Anbassadar'S'attitude:towards the KO. Prisoner agreed to meet KLEYENSIBBER At his flat in
=LIN.
He told him of DIECKHOFF's prejudice against the KO and
Abw personnel, and ,,a,Nre him one hints on how to improve public
relations between the Y.-;...bass an the KO.
KLEYENSTUBER asked
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The letter
Prisoner for a letter of introduction to DIECNHOFF,
Prisoner wrote was couched in vaEue and non-co dal terms. KLEYENSTUDER called once more on Prisoner some months lnter,'durinE a duty
trip to MRLIN. He thanked Prisoner for his advice, and his visit .
was in effect no more than a courtesy call. No int or political infm
was excharved4
Prisoner denies any knowlodce of Spanish int sources. Ha
was merely aware that OSTRO operated from SPAIN; the name Paul
PIM= means nothing to him. For reasons aready stated Prisoner
refrained from closer inquiry.
V. VISITS TO DERMA:PK
30.

COPENHAGEN,

Apr

44

Officially, Prisoner waa sent there by "Signal" to write an
article on German adm in DEMIRK, His stay lasted about five days.
His real purpose was to make contact .with BEST, German
Plenipotentiary in DEFMaK. Prisoner states that the "20th July
circle" for some time had been sounding prominent Nazi personalities
on their attitude to the regime, and gaucing their probable reaction
At TROTT zu SOL2 , suggestion
to the essassination of HITLLT.
Prisoner went to sec . BEST, since rumours had reached the conspirators
that BEST, In spite of his b::(1 Nazi record in DENMARK and FRANCE,
belonged to the moderates in the party.
Prisoner easily obtained an interview. . BEST knew of
Prisoner through his writinEs, and Prof SIX had prerioccly told
Prisoner that BEST would be glad to rake his acquaintance. BEST
was surprisingly frank with Prisoner; he criticised the conduct of
the war, and the incomprehensible attitude of the Reich Government
(their circumlocution for HITLER). BEST talked at length about hip
fears that DENMARK would be the target of an Allied diversionary
invasion, and that in such a cLse the military side would look grim.
Prisoner did not commit himself either way, but later reported to
TROTT that BEST, if properly approached, would co-operate.
While in C01724HGMY, Prisoner net KRINER. They systematically
/viewed the international situation. This was of no special •
significance, since MIXER usually visited Prisoner about once a month
in BERLIN for the same purpose (see AppendixPare 15).
Prisoner published an.article, "The Headaches of a Reichs-'
kormissar", in "Signal" few weeks after hisreturn to BERLIN.
31. Visit to COPERHXEN, Dec 44
This was again of a few days' duration, officialy undertaken
for "Signal". Dy then Prisoner was already working for_SCHELLENBERG,
and was given great freedom by "Signal", who were aware of his
highly-placed connections.
. The war was drawing to a close and SCHELLENBERG was trying
On the other hand HITLER, KEITEL and
to send out peace feelers.
TERBOVEN were in favour of a last-ditch defence of NORWAY and EDEPOGRK.
With SChYZENBERG's knowledge and approval, Prisoner contacted BEST.
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Firstly, he wished to find out whether BEST was still in opposition.
He found.' ST more 'strongly opposed than ever, and without prompting,'
BEST stated categorically that he would never allow DIZMUJOC to
bedome the scene of fighting, nnd thoughtTERBOVEN's policy for HOMY
madness. BEST gar Prisoner a bitinE cheracter-sketoVa TERBOVEN,
and talked at lent h about ranish affairs. He though the Danish
Resistance movement was insignificant - . at the most he estimated it
at . 50i000 men --end discounted a risinc as unlikely.
On the other
• hand, BEST was iscrried by the Danish strikes', and said he had been
ordered to carry out repressive measures. He had, he claimed, aiked
.permission to reeigh, but had been ordered by HITLER to carry on.
Nevertheless,. eheuld he .be ordered to shoot Danish hostages as
reprisals, hi would resign rather than be responsible for the
• executions. Prisoner carefully inquired Whet conneotionsBEST had
with SWEDEN, but ZEST apparently had no aontacts there. Prisoner
hinted that . events,mightbe moving fast,,and wasiassured , that while
ZEST was in cOmmand, no last-ditch defence of .DENMARK'wOuld be under.,taken.
YPrisoner oleo invited KRAMER to COPENHAGEN, and they had
another talk, this "time quite open on botb sides, since Prisoner,
Wasewnre of KRAMER's jut aotvitiea
al3
09ndO
Nothing appeared in print about Prisoner's visit to DENMAW
he•.:Marely*Terted verbally to SCHELLENBERG the results of his talks.

