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(Ref': Brief Int Niv/at(a)/FF 4182 dated 18 Jul 46
enclosing: WARWEC Brief FF 562/B1a, WARIEC/NCH dated 16 Apr 46
and comments by Special Service dated 16 Apr 46.

This report should be read in conjunction with:
FIAT Preliminury Report on WINSING, IN FIAT LF 254-82 (IRSING),
dated 12 Jan 46, B .

-
Draft Report from MFIU No 1, V/A4B/F dated 3C Jul 45.

Report from 3rd US Army Int Centre Interrogation Section, ref
X2126, dated 25 Jul 45).
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I. IKERELE

1, Prisoner's role ani importence in Nazi GRMANY are hard to
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aSsESS, There is no convenient catcgory into which he falls easily:
his SS rank was of no significance, anc ¢ven during his most{ influentisnl
period he was -~ moire Lt in the German army, ' Yet Prisoner's
political im'lucnce has been or signif'icance and has stretched further
than the authority normelly accorded t: a well-knovm political vriter,

Prisoner's reputation was built primarily on his shrewd analysis
of foreign aifairs. His constant intercst in high policy, and persenal
knowlcdge of the politicienc and officials who shaped it, showed him how
tenuous and potent the manipuwlotion of vower can be, There,.is no doubt
tnat his own political embitions eimcd very high, and that he considered

himsel? o« Cuture Secretary or Under-Secrctary of State for Foreign Affairs.
In his view titlus and rank were unimportant and real influcnce, especislly

in totalitarisn GERLANY, could equally well be wielded by shadowy men
conctaled behind th: figures cirosed to the public gaze, To Prisoner's

mind elong this my lay the rocd to high ofr'ice : it was but one step to

emerge from the shadows, and ~ssumc th: mantle of public power,
tretics required infinite finssse

"mvthods among the Nozi hiersrehy,
RIBBENTRQF), an?
ceccidamt of Genu
his .:biticn,

Such

particl oboourity in 1942 ni 4943 Priconcr, but for the
w1 Zuatect and totel ecowpntion, might well have achicved

Prisonser did not r.g ard himsclf as =n
o journalist he hal observed the wrangles of politicians for mony years
~nd ;rj;de:l himself on having fow illusions; to him Frscism, democracy and
Comnunism vrers but symptoms of thz aceo-old cdeosh of cultures, pasrt of
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Frisoner must cccept some responcsibility. His shere in the
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the dynamic struggle between dueoy amd srowvth, the pattern of history

blindly and of ten brutally croping for fulfilisunt, Hazisn wes injecting
now vigouwr into & people Torpotful of ity desting. . In kis youth, he had
sat ot the oot o Cswald SFEHGLER: I'u., vas SFLH (IE‘\‘:; rhilosophy
brought up to datec.

Yhun Frisoncr first cainc into promincnce in the eardy 1930s
ht advocotud pscudo~Socislism anz Stat nationalism, ic the Grogor STRASSEK
kind of Mazism, Through his writings ht¢ persunded the Conscrvative element
to wndenrvrit. Pazism, arguing, thot the more repugnant aspeets were mere
teething troubles of a young revoluticnary party. Thic vas his first
butrayel of the moral intcgrity om which he w0 loftily insists.

Frisoncr iz a man of .xceptional intcllectual facultics and
literary I‘l.air. From then omanrds hi¢ interpreted Nazi expansion in
ternis of renssconcu of Geriaan "Kultur" :- his theme vas German hogemony

.in EUROFE, cloaked in the deceptive vorbiagu of a "Federal Eurnpe", Tre

missicn of German Kultur, the degrading nihilism of "Amerikanismus", the

rmechanistic barbariam threatening from the Last, the docadence amd
hypocrisy of British Imperialism, ~ll thesc were recwrrent topics in his
writings, served up with a seerd:izly rotional erudition in which shrevd
historical and social anelysis, insidious hrlf- truths and astonishing

i lla(*e* constantly intermingled.

Trisoncr's clain that he wee not o Hazi is not wwll founded.
He wvas not, it is truc, a beclicver in the Nordic blood myth. He ean
point to his frequent clashes with the Tropaganda Ministry, with BORMANN,
DISTRICH, GOEBETLS and RIBHENTROP, to his cautious public and open
private crlt:.clsm during the final stnges of the Third Reich ("The war
is lost - let uz save CRMANYS), and finlly to hiz timid intrigues to
have the, e8 v believed, more mallenile HD?AFR replace HITLER, But
in 1840 vhén German domdnaticn over ZURCFE was almost complete, Prisoncr
could still talk of moral values, reiasoning post factun, 2s he had done
beforc, thet ¢xternmal foree was an unimportant trcpping of a trans-
itional stege which would vel? ZLXOYZ into the politicel and cul tural

unity of ¢ Pun~Cerranic Commomvicalth, thus proving once more to the
intellectusl ard doubting rinority tewt Nezi methods veerc historically
inevitable, and, therefore, cXtusable and in the long run unimportant.
The record of the Nzzi regime is o grim historical fact, for wihich

¢ war puilt

was that he shored up a viciocus cnd cowardly dictatorship by giving it
moral values and ~ historical p.rspective which he know to be felse,
This is his sccond, irrc¢parable b traval,

History of the Casc

Frisoncr cwae to DIC from MISC “BERURSEL on 12 Jul 46, but
reports produced by other.agencies eon this case were ‘not aveilobke at
the tine, Intcrrogation wts, thererore, hompered by lack of back-
ground meteriel. When corlior reports on Prisoner came to hand these
proved to contuin a morc dcetailed .u.oun‘t of the facts than Prisoncr
can recall now af't.r a consideratl. lopse of time.

Many questions in the Bricr have clready been fully covered
by previous reports, snd Frisonur hza nothing nevie to add, In fact,
such infn as he han given folls short of previous statements. Purther,
on the basis o the "Dustbin" Report, apperently ummrrmtud assumptions
have been made linking Trisoncr with political and otononic espionage,

.
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For instenecu, a whole paropgraph (par . @) of th.. "Dustbin® Riport

is devoted to "TIESING's Frobu.ble Activitics" snd contains hints
and prcedictiono not substinticted by dats but, based, it would scen,
wholly on the previous interrogutory' hunches, Zach of' thene red
herrings has grontly deleored dnvestipostion, )

buon ¢
roleased,

Trigoner vas ot £irst sullen and unhclprul, since he had

-

S¢p ~ Dee 32

Zven to understeni by his ..cricin IO thut he was about to bo
He hes since chionged hic ottitude :nd ce~operuted to
the best of his cbility. M igsociation with », H, KRIEER (Prisoner
DIC) hos confirnicd thet Prisoncr hes not beun hedging on eny of the
qucstions put to him :

II. F=RSCHAL_HISTCRY

corier

15 Apr 07 Porn in SCHEIMURTA4IN.

1925 Studied sociolory ond political scicnci.

1929 Becare uc3istint to Trof BRIVKANK ¢t Institute
o' Socisl wnd Telitie:l Sciences ot HSIDELBERG
Universit,. buring ihe next fov years visited
Ti.3tirn Burcoens irnd 3.lkin countries.

1930 Took Dectorts duzree ot HEIDELBREREG University.
asst Jditor ~ "Dic Tat",

1932 Publighua hic first book: "2wischencuropa

und din deuts Zuwkunf t".

Went to LILI 5 Iree-1anee Jorurnalist, and
bucare :m active contributor to "Dic Tat'.
Worked ih thoe In'm Scvet of League of Nations
in GEMEVA.

19332 Continucd frec~-lunce journnlism. TPublished
his zsecond “ooxk: "Deutachlund in der 'lelt-
politik™. ver:t to ITALY ond YUGGSL.AVIA.

Cct 33 2st Zditor of Unchuencr ticneste X icnten.

1934 Fublistad Lis t!3Td book: MKdpfe der Telt-
politik",

End 34 Becamw roliticil cditor of “Mnchenir Keucste
Nachricnten" conl cditor of "Dic Tat"..
Trovellod t/adel;” in LURCFZ for his popers,
during the nest fer years, '

Surmer 36 Zditor-in-chi.f af 12].

Jon = Mer First journey te thi  TDDLE EaST.

1938 Publicutien of fourth book: '"Znglénder,

ADr - sug 38
Jin - Mexr 39
Sep 39

Juicn & Arobow in Frlastiaa®s

Vicsit 1o US:. ’

Sceond journey to NIDDLE ..ST.

Acec ted hon pozition in Tuf'r Scet of ausw Amt,
in widition to his duties os editor of MWN and
"Dic Tat", no. renered "Das XX Jahrhundert”.

Jan 42 Publicetion of r'if'th book: ‘'Der ¥eszlose
Kontincat",
Feb 42 Voluntaril:- join.d the Army. His position as

cditor of the YMN had become untensdble as a
result of scvercel editoriul crticles
favouring a lunient velicy towurds FRANCE.
("There is no such thing 2s a "soft" or "hard"
policy, only ¢ ~dci or & octupid onc').
Frorotw Sdr (2} in Kricgsberichter Komp
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Apr 42 War Corrospondont in RUSSI4, attached 56 -
Pz Corps. There wrote memorondum oriticising

Corman treatment of Russians, This momo he
managed to give porsonally to Cen WAGNER,.
R Deputy Chicf of GS,0KH, WAGNER apparently
' ssed it on to HI'HE.R, for some months
latcr Prisoner vas ardored by BORMAMN nok
to write ngain on Russion affeirs during

. the ware-
Dec 42 : I1l: retufned to GERMANY.
Jan 4.3 Attochod to OKWAW/Pr . (Wehrmacht Propaganda),

working on Wehrmacht publicatdon "S8ignal™:
Brief visits to FRANCE, SPAIN, ITALY and

- TENMARKG
Spring 44 ) Promoted Lt. ’
1944, _Publication of sixth book: "Das Zeitalter
. des Tkaros™
Sumer 44 “Das XX Jahrhundert" was suppressed by -
Propagando’ Ministry as a result of an
article on Hioronyms BOSCH (Rllegorical = . ~
invedtivd,

Oct 44 =~ Mor 45 Wrote TGMONT Roports for RSHA VI, anl
: became SCHELLENBERG's politicel adviser.

Mor 45 Evacuatod with Amt VI staff to BAVARIA.
1 Jun 45 Arrested by American CIC in BAD TOLZ,
BAVARI L.

105 Political
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Lppendix 4,

1933 L Member of Reichspreasekammer,
Nov 38 Hptstuf in Allg SS. .
Sumer 40 Joined NSDAP (no rank or office). o
Autum 4O Stubaf in Allg SS.

Decarations
Surmer 4.2 XVK 2nd Class,
Summer 4.2 EK 2nd Class.

III. CONTACTS WITH GIS.

Invesfigation has not substantiated any of the suggestions
mode in the brief, but there is no doubt that had Prisoner been
approached to undertake special missions for Abw or Amt VI, he would
have gladly done so (this on his own edmission)s  In fact, by some
oversight, no use was mode of Prisoner's wide European. experience
and contacts, Prisonor is, therefore, almost exclusively a
"political“ case: as nlready stated, he playsd a significant role in
the ideological and political field, The only exception to this )
is Prisoner's work as i(MONT, whe:: he was given adcess to Amt VI
material.  Here again, the motiwe which prampted Prisoner to engage

An high-level evaluation of int reports was entirely political. An

account of this aspect of Prisonert's sctivities will be found at
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"mode a wide use of the IG FARBEN Int Service,

. Fora:.p Correspondents of MNN

_of these rumowrs; in any case, he took the view that as long as .

Leogue of Nations

Prisoner denies that his appointment in 1932 as Public
Relations asaistant in the Section A'Information of the League of
Notions in GENEVA was enginesrcd in cny way through Max ILCNER. At
that time “rigoner was known for his anti-Big Business politics,
and IG FAREEN was one of his favourito vindmillss It is, therefare,
unlikely that IG FARBEN would have gonc out of thoir way to help
a young Jjournalist who delighted in slinging mud at their org.
Prisoner obtained his position through TERH/R, a friend, who was
then an official in the Locgue of Nations office (?) in EERLIN.
Prigoner believes that TERHAR at the some time worked in the Infm -
Sect of the IG FAREEN: this is, however, the only possible link
he can trace, e .

|
H
i
I
i
i
!
i
i

IB FAREEN Int Service

Prisoner dsnies any contact with this org. Mox ILGNER
he.claims to heve met for the firat time after his orrest in
OBERURSEL. He further denics that he was ever approached by
this or any other org to carry out industrial, tecinnical, econocio
or political espionoge abroad, Lastly, he wes not avare that
SCHELLENBERG had in mind a reorganisation of Abw which would have

Prisoncr at first denied that any.of the MNN correspondents
abroad were also working for the GIS. He later adnmitted that he
hod heard that his Portuguese and Hungarmn representotives wore.
“Ysomehow" connected with it. In view of the Propagenda ibnistry
ban on GIS activities, he took pains not to investigate the truth

his correspondents fulfilled their duties to thc paper, it was no : H
concern of his what they did in their spare time; furthermore, he ‘
roalised that they werc likely to acquire sources of infz which
would incidentally benefit lus paper.

The following is a list of MNN correspondents during the war:=

SWEDEN , Grof von TOGENBURG (formerly UK)

SWITZ2ERLAND  ERAUTIG.M. (formerly FRANCE

URKEY SCIMT‘Z, Walter
"HUNGARY KORNHUBER (Note: Worked for SD)

: SPATN HAGER
AY~ - LISBON . . . . . BRAGGARD (Note: Worked for KO PORTUGAL)
FINLAND Graf KNYPHAUSEN _ =
UsA VIERECK (Later arrested as German agent; ’
. » " sce Appendix D, para 13)
USSR ~Dr Klaus MEHNERT,
- later Frau Dx PURZGEN

ITALY Egon HSYMANN
BULGARIA Otmar MERTH
ROWANIA Name forgotten
JAPAN _ Arvid BALK

All -his corresponden‘cs were mstructed to send Prigoner
weekly or fortnightly confidential rcports on the politicel |
s:tuatlon, including gossip on persomlltlcs, rucours from enecdy
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countries, and other mattor which he could not print, He
; i maintains that those ruports were for his own infn only and,
P excopt for material on ST EUROFE, were not shown to anyone elase,
; ~ Prisoner states that in this way he was able to build up an
oxocllent infm service, which was often bettor informed than .
official sourcos.

i 16, Contaots sith Abw
a) gbstlt von LOSSOW

5 ,9)‘* : Von LOSSOW had formcrly becn the editor of "Illustrierter
. Rundfunk" in EERLIN and a porsonal acquaintance of Prisoner's,

} During the war this mon worked in Ast MUNICH (Note: I Wi, Ast

{ MUNICH, lator Leiter I, /ist MUNICH) and came to sce him about

i . once a month.  Von LOSSOW wes intsrested in receiving news about
: cormercial and cconoric conditions in SE EUROFE, and disoussed
with Prisoner at length thc current situntion, Prisoner allowed
him to read the confidential reports from KORNHUBER and SCHMITZ,
vhich he judged to be reliablc. Prisoner camnot say to what

' use LOSSOW put the very general. infm he obtained from him. He
denies that LOSSOW ever asked him to pass on certain briefs to
his correspondecnts abroad,

' ‘ b) Maj SOLM

Prisoncr had flatly denicd that SOLM was an Abw offr,
He states thot SOL¥ was his irmediate chief in Wehrmacht Propaganda,

(‘>/ and the offr responsiblc for the publication of "Signal%. To the

best of Prisoner 's knowledge, SOIM was not comnected with any Abw
work (this is borne out by owr own infm, which gives SOLM as Head

of Gruppe IV b, OKW/A Fr).

c) Dr IEVERKUHN

Prisoner states that LEVERKUHN was a friend of SOLM'se In

- Aug 43 SOLM asked Prisoner to peet this man, who, SOLM said, would be
arriving from TURKEY and was exceptionally well informed on Turkish . :
A affairs, and on r clations between the Western Allies and the USSR as - i
as seen from that part of the world. Prisoner met IEVERKMHN in SOIM's ;
office, and questioned hin on these subjects. Prisoner claims that ) )
this is the only contact he hed with LTVERKUHN, Prisoner vas not , ,

eware that he was head of KO TURKEY, )

d) KLEYENSTUBER

'oﬂ)‘ Prisoner has met this man twice but their relations were of ,
" no int interest,  An account of the meetings is given in Appendix D, ;

ﬁ‘&e" pere 2
\ e) Enowledge of Kos

Prisoner states tnat he can give NO infm on KOs SWELEN, SPAIN.
or PORTUGAL. = Except in the case of KLEYENSTUBER, he does not lmow.the
names of offrs attd to these orgs.

CCG(ER : ' a fo; c.olonel g8 - 1
25_ Oct 46 ; Commandant DIC, CCE(BE) o x
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25 Oct 46 ' Giaclher WIRSING

JFTENDIX A

THE "EGMONT* REPORTS

NOT,:  This Rcport should be read in conjunction with
" the following rcports: . -

FIAT ("DUSTBIN") Roport IN FIAT EP 254-82 (WIRSING)
dated 18 Jan 46.

Draft Report from MFIU No 3 dated 30 Jul 45.

Counter-Intclligence War Roor: Liguidation Report No 6
SF 52/4/22(5) - #.R.C. 3a, dated 9 Oct 45,

This rcport d:es not set down the rcsults of t
detailed investigation, since the subject has already
been fully covorcd in the above repor+s; it merely
elaborates points on which Prisonex has given )
additional infm. In view of the nature of the Rrief,
some repetition is inevitablo.

1. Introduction

Fron Oct 44 until Mer 45, RSHA VI publishcd its own
analyses of world affairs which were circulated only at highest
levels. These reports, which appeared at irregular intervals - about every
two or three weeks - werc called "E@ONT" Reports and classified
*Top Secret”. Fer some tirme SCHELLENBERG, the ambitious head of
Ant VI, had been an opponent of HITLZR's and RIBEENTROP's fareign
policy, and considered that HITLZR was bedly advised by the iusw jmt.

. Through his "E@'ONT" Reparts, which resched HITLER through HIMMLER,

SCHELLENEERG, by giving what Prisoner calls “unbiased reports” of
political trends, aimed to counteract RTBBFNTROP's influence and,
if possible, to oust RIBBENTROP fror: his position.

At the time, SCHELLENBERG's main preoccupation was the -
necessity of concluding an irmediate peace with the Western Allies, :
in order to salvege as much es he could from a GERMANY which, he

considered, had plainly lost the war; he based his hopes for a

German renascence on the pottern of events vhich followed the 1314 -

16 war. To have said so openly in a report which was read by HITLER,

would have beon considered high treesson, but SCHELLENBERG, by

presenting "objective" reports - GERMANY's position in world affairs

-being, on any showing, depressing enough - counted on persuading

HITLER to listen to the "moderates", and failing this, to convince .
HDAIER of the urgent need of betraying his "God" and removing the ;
men who stood in the way of the long-term salvation of GERMANY,
Although HIMMLER seems to have accepted the general argument behind
the "E@ONT" Reparts, he could not bring himself, until it was too
late, to teke the drastic step of overthrowing HITLER; HIMMLER 's
final peace talks with Count BERNDDOTTE are historical facts too
well known to need recapitulation here, SCHEIL=NBERG saw% in
HDMMLER the only man in GERMANY capable of taking over control from o
HITLER, and possessing sufficient authority to conclude en immediate (
peace, Prisoner now claims that he himself never saw in HIMMLER o
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moro thar the head of an inturin government for a striotly
limited periol and montioncd IRUNING as a posoible succcasor;

but thesp wore cnly ncbulous forrulations doubtfully ncoepted by
SCHCLLENBERG; tho main point of apreemont boutoon SCHELLENEERG
and Prisoner wns that HITLER must bo removcd, - HIMMIER hesitated
until it was too late, and tho real aim of tho "EGMONT' Reports
came to nothing. : ’

WIRSING was the man chosen by SCHELLINBERG to produce
the "uGHONT" Ruports. Him rolations with SCHELLENEERG in this
connection have beon adnirably sumned up in Liquidntion Report
No 6, Counter-Intclligence War Room, dated 9 Oct 45:-

"The ossuntiul conception of SCHELLENBERG's int
service wns tho prcparation by fuit VI of a properly
coordinated sumar;: of political int from 2ll
availabke souwrcus;  and SCHELLENEERG to achievo
that ond did not hesitate to go beyond tho recognised
orgarisation of Ant VI..... A striking example is
his use of Dy WIRSING in the preparation af the
"EGMONT" Reports. Dr VIRSING wus & journalist and
author of note whose grasp of political affairs
SCHELLENBERG ruch adnired. He was, however, in no
sense an fnt VI offr or agent,  But SCHELLENEERG,
recognising his ability (Note: and also a kindred
nentality and political ambition) decided that
TIRSING, with his wide knowledge of political
affairs and his training as a political writer, was
better fittcd for the task he hed in mind than any
Ant VI offr, and did not hesitate to invite WIRSING
to prepcre rerts on political matters for Aot VI.
The rerarkeble feature is that VIRSING was given
access to all At VI material likely to be of
assistance to him.  With this naterial at his
disposal FIRSING preparcd reparts on various
aspects of political importance which were in

turn passed to the Zentral Btiro (of 4nt VI) for
further distribution as the "Egnont Berichte".
SCHELLENEERG hsd calculated in this way to have
thesc reports, which attempted to be a true assess-
ment of a deteriorating sitiation, passed through
HIMMLER to HITLER with the hope that the fareign
policy of the Reich would be framed to meet
roalities which HITLER would not face".

Origin of Neoc

In 1942, Prisoner, while e war-corregspondent in RUSSIA,
produced a memorandum for AOK IV severely criticising the German
adm in occupied RUSSI:. This memo reached HITLER, or, at any
rate, his immediate antourage, and Prisoner was considered &
carping critic for his remarks. Prisoner, furthermore, had a
long-standing disagreement with GUEBRELS andi the Propaganda

Mintstry and had also porsonally offended RIBEENTROP by refusing =~
to take over the Infm Scc of the fusw Amt in 1941 (sec Appendix B). ;o ©°

In order, therafore, not to prejudice the value .of “the Amt VI
reports, it was dgreed by SCHELIENBERG that they should appear
anonymously as "UGMONT" Reports. EQIONT refers to a . quotation

from GOETHE's "EQONT™: "It is not meet to oppose the king, yet
one must stand in the vay of the king who takes the first unfortunate
-steps along the vrong path®, "King" obviously is not a v@TY "

evrme s Abes e el m
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subtle ellusion to HITLER, vhile it speeks against Prisoner's
acumon that he should consider thut HITLER made the first
nistakes in autuan 4.,

It was a conditicon of Prisonor's vurbal agreement
vith SCHELLEMBERG that HITLER, GOEBELLS, RIGHENTROP and BORMANN
should in no circumstances be infor. cd of his activities aa
"EGHONT", In cese of inquiry, SCHELLEMBERG would cleim
authorship hingelf, dut no query of this ncture over arose,
The folloving porsons twere-awere that Prisoncr sms the author

of "EGHONT": HDOLER, KALTEMBRUNMER, the Gruppenchefs of Amt VI,

the staff of the Zentralbliro of Aut VI, KRUMER(by special
permiasion of SCHELLENBERG), TROTT zu SOLZ ond Dr Alexander
WERTH (both of the Rul Pol Abt of fusw Ant).

Prisoncr's Relations with SCHELLENEERG

In early 4., Prisoner's frierd, TROTT zu SOLZ, nentioned
in the course of political discussions, that SCHELLENEERG was,
for an SS Gen, a “"reasonable® iaen, and night be 2 useful contrct,
He, TROTT, would arrange a mecting between Frisoner and
SCHELLENEERG»  TROTT wne executed .for his part in the 20 July
plot, but he had already arranged for a meeting and through
SCHEILENBERG's adjutant, SCHMITZ Prisoner net SCHELLENBERG for
a drink at the Hotel Adlon in Sep 44.  SCHELLENEFRG told
Prisoner that he had read, cnd agroed with, Prisonerts rost
recent book "Des Zeitalter des:Ikaros", whlch conteined sone
veiled criticiasms of HITLER, Prisoncr then’ Plunged into &
long telk on the political sltuat:.on, the gist of which hinted
that the war was lost, and that in order to gect the best terms,
GERMINT rust mske peace now, while she still had scmse tangible
assets with which she could beorgain, og o partianlly effective
Welrmacht and occupied territoriecs.  Furthernore, prolongation
of the wer would csuse further needless destruction in GERMANY .
and possibly dangerous internzl politiczl repercussions. SCHELL-
ENEKRG asked Prisoner whether he was awere that *his views were
oppobed to HITLER'Ss. Prisoner replicd that he had no infm es to
vwhet HITIZR's views might be, but asked whether HITLZR had access
to reports which might enable him to forn a- d1spassionate, obJect}.ve
Judgemont. SCHELLENRERG @id not enswer directly, but esked
Prisonar whether he would be propared to undertake the evaluation
of all international material fron Amt VI special sources, for use

ot highest level, From this discussion the "EQIONT" Reports wore
“initiated. : _

In the following months, Prisoner rermined in closest
contact with SCHELLENBEERG, and becam, in fact, his political
adviser. Prisoner made it clear to SC!EILENBERG that he would
not consent to become an official of Aut VI, or even agree to work
in the Amt VI offices,  SCHELLENBERG therefore instructed his

‘Zentralbliro that every day the relevant Amt VI files should be

sent to Prisoner's flat; these were collected again next doy end:
a new batch delivered. This somewhat peculiar arrengement seems
to bave functioned satisfactorily, and saved Prisoners the trouble
aof wrestl:mg with adm routme. : .

About once. a week, or once a fortnight - according to the
general situation - Prisoner visited SCHELLENEERG ot his office, -
and thoy:spent an af ternoon going through the dralt "EGMONT" Report

which Prisoner had trought with him,<  SCHELLENBERG rarely usade any:

ma jor al‘cemt:.ons, and Prisoncr took this opportunlty to rcua’e
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‘spocific points which could only be bricfly touched on in the

reports, on which ho considered SCHELLEMBERG should tekc action
(sce para 11). v

Prisoner's knowlodgc of GIS

Prisonor cluaims that his knowledge of GIS org and
personalities was slight, and that although he had access to

- GIS material, he considercd himself an outsidor and abstained from

closer inquiry. Prisoncr denies having any knowledge of GIS
nethods of obtaining int from ebroad, He claims to have been
awarc of the cxistence of the KOs, but donics knowledge of details.
There is no reason to disbelicve Prigoncr on this point, since
extensive knowlodge of thc GIS org wes not necessery for the -
production of EGMONT Roports.

.

"4t the beginning of Prisonsr's collaboration with imt VI,
SCHELLENEERG gave Prisoner a general outlince of the. GIS, and
specifically of the int VI org, without disclosing int methods.
Prisoner stotes that as e journalist, he had hitherto had e low
opinion of the efficicncy of -the-GIS, and was surprised by the
quality of infn evailable.  SCHELLENBERG introduced Prisoner

. to tho heads of his Gruppen, and Prisoncr recalls meeting Standf

SANDBERGZR, Stendf STEINE, Ostubef PNFFGEN, Ostuf CLASSEN, Maj
QHIETZ and Oberfeldrichter SCHON. SANDHERGER later explained

to Prisoner the intirnal edm of 4t VI, When /fnt VI evacuated
to BLVARILL in sprm(, 45, Frisoncr nct Stubaf QOHLBRUCK, Obst BUNTROCK

end Ostubaf DAWFELD

Con;cents of Reports

Prisoncr claims that after a year's inprisonment, his
menory is beginning to fail, ond he is thercfore unsble to
reconstruct the contents of his reports. Hc statss, on the ’
other hand, that he wrote = fairly complete summary of his ]
reports while ho was in /merican. captivity, and could certainly
not improve on it. It is not bclieved that Prisoner is ovading
the issue on this point; to reconstruct' the twelve or thirteen
reports after this lapse of timc would certeinly be o feat of
pemory, For the sake of completeness, Prisonerts provious
reconstruction of thc "E@IONT® Reports, teken from the DUSTBIN
Report, IN FI.iT EP 324-82 (WIRSING) dated 18 Jen 46, is reproduced
below'-

(NOTE: The reports are .sumansed month by month, as Prisoner claims’

that he could not reme.ubcr which events were trcated in each
separate report)

"Octobexr 1.

- ROOSEVELT's and CHURCHILL's QUEEEC Conference results in
the renewed determination for victory in Europe before- the Fer
Eastern victory. Considerable disagrcements with RUSSIA as
evinced by the decroased lense-lend dcliveries. No oo-ord-.

. ination of Anglo~fmerican and Russian conduct of war, This,
 however, may not be interpreted to indicate that an open. con-
flict bctween the two pgroups can be expected before (‘EIRM}M"‘
defeat, ' It means that there will bé a race for BERLIN., A4S
the stabilization of the German front in the West has come as
a surprise to DISENHOWER and MONTGOMERY, an opportunity presents
itsclf for initiating ncgotiations with the Western Powers'.
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(Inone of tho first reports, Priscuner ncationed Christmas
i, as tho last date by which contrac’ would have to be made
with ZISENHOWER, any lator date would lessen CERMINY's .
chances) :

E ; "Bovenber l_&.

STALIN's first turning ageinst JiPiN demonstrates
i that RUSSIA is scnsitive to fmerican proessure in the matter
: £ of deliverics (STVLIN's speech at the beginning of Nov
‘ shortly before thc ROOSLVELT elections). Everything
indicates that tho Fer East problem is in the foreground
of irerican politics (rcgardlcss of the QUEBEC agreement). ' A
ROOSEVELT uses nogotiations for deliveries as a means to i
obtain Russian participation in the Far East war, urgently .
demanded by public opinion in the United States. STALIN's ) ‘
speech is thu first concession in this respsct. By - i
virtue of her sphinx-likc behaviour in the Far East, RUSSIA !
holds the koy to the goncral situation, GERMANY may fear i
that the imericens will trade Russian concessions in the B ;
‘ : Far East probler for concessions made to the Russian view-
[ 1 point on Europe and particularly on GERM/NY, Therefore,
the need for ecarly ncgotietions with EISENHOWER becones i

. still more urgent. These ncgotiations make sense only . i
before complete lfmerican~Russian agreement is reached, in

¢ which, of nccesslty' the European and Far Eastern problens
w : ere be:mg belanced. .

== 4
iV
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"In ENCLAND no vital intersst in this horse-h‘ading aof
the two others, Great internal tension over foreign policy,
by which EIEN hicsolf is affected. The inner circle of
the Tories is vitally intorested not to have the Russian
influence in Europe become too prepondcrating, since this
would be in contradiction to t.é poliey of balance of power,
The first ccntact of this influential Tory circle with the
Conservative Roman Catholio fdorces evorywhers in Europe.

In this connection especially important the role of BIDAULT,

: who paintains very closc contact not only with the Vatican

! but also in ENGLAMD with personelities like VOIGT and others.
Important in this connection CHURCHIIL's visit 4n PARIS on
11 Nov (Plans for Wostern Block)."

"It:tporta.nce of this also recognisced in mscow, hence )
imntat:.on to IE GmUIlE znd BIDAULT to come to MOSCOW; +this
ceme as a decided surprise dur }_ng CHURCHILL 3 presence in

PLRIS", - :

"ﬂxere remains a slight chance for (ERMANY to make contact
with these circles, espccielly as Amt VI has contacts with
ERUNING through SWTTZERLAND, " .

(NOTE; Prisoner had met BRUNING in 1932, but claims-that he
had not Kept contact with him, .  When TROTT and Prisoner were
looking for a suitable figurehead for a new Government,

! BRUNING's name was mentioned,  TROTT then said that he was
i in contact with BRUNING through, Prisoner believes, an. - .
American who wes working at the Internstional Bank in BASLE,
and Anton BOEM, of the Jusw /mt, was also in correspondence
through another source.. SCHELLENBERG himself had another
personal- contact to BRUNING through SWITZERLAND, but nothing
further is known to Prisonecr. Prisoner cennot say how far
BRUNING was sware of developments inside GERMANY, but thinks
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"that, up to 20 July, ho wes kept informcd by TROTT. )

"In the I‘ollcm'ing is given the pivotal point (Noto' 1
; bolow) of tie entire serics of SGMONT reports: The
y " Cetholic and Conservative ‘Ting cennot possible negotiate
with GERMANY without first establishing prolinminary
co conditions in internal politics, Thc attermpt to
4 capitulate only in tho West pre-supposes the estebl:.shnent
of correspon mreliminery conditions:~

!
'f a) in the Romen Catholic problems,
o . b) in the Jewish problen (Note 2, bolow),
¢) in the policy x the tcrritoncs still
occupied, espscially in IENI/RK and NORW:Y.

Unless this is done, TR LNY is unablc to negotiste even
with those circles in ENGLAND and /MERIC/ which view with
disfavour so great.a Soviet preponderance in EUROFE.
Reference to utterances in this sonse by the /fmerican
DULLES in SWITZERLAND, and by Apericans in LISBON. "

"(Note 1: The main point, ie HITLER's resignation or-
10 could naturally riot be included by SCHELLENEERG
oxpressis verbis in the report. . It waos made evident
by the above-nentioned, preliminary conditions, which

..~ HITLER would necver have becen able to fulfil, and HIMMLER

" naturally only as a transitional solution for quite

" different forcos. Thereforc, in the last EGONT report,
the proposal was made to ask BRUNING to’ form: the new
-govornment )" .

‘n(Note 2: Neither HITLER nor HIMMLER wnderstood thée i
 .-above=-mentioned reasoning. The only result was that
‘SCHELLENBERG began negotiations with a nember of the
..Swiss Council (Ex-president MUSY) - for the purposc of
... :freelng Jews who were stlll in Germen hands;: this was
" later stopped by HITLER. The second consequence was
, 'the granting of a.few sinll concussions to TENMARK and
© _NORRAY and to some of -the French who had becn arrested;
these concessions were, however, nullified by the

" Gestapo..)"
*Decezber 1944

In MOSCO7 anti-Japencse propaganda continues to be
moderate.. The main problem of imericen-Russian relations
still remains opem. So long as this is the case thare
remains the infinitesiral chancc of saving the unity of
GERMANY wnder Anglo-iperican occupation,  On the other
hend the result of DE GAULLE'S and BIDAULT's visit in
MOSCOW is a renewed defcat for the Taries. RUSSIA
demonstrates by this that she too ms:.sts on spealdng
deolsively in Western Curopean rotfers, Infm indicates

; - that no final ‘agreement has yet been reached on the :
i ’ prodlenm of the German zones beyond the decisions reached o
N ) . in TEHER/N. GERMANY rust take adventage of this
L ‘ - - before it happens. In JAP:N first inklings of a move to B
. ) form a cabvinet for peace negotiations under KONOYE."
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"Battle of tho Bulge Interrupts Reports

¥ith the beginning of the LUXR*DURG offongive the
roports are interrupted for o while in ordcr to ewalt
the results, When Prisoncr hoard of this plan a short
while before, he told SCHELLENEERG that ell chances
which still existed would be ruinod if the offonsive
was nct a huge success, sorething which could hardly be
expected,  SCHELIENBERG said thet no-onc could dissuade
HITLFR fron this plan. - He gave Prisoner to understand
that HIMMLER was -too undecided to act openly against
BEITLER - although SCHELLENIZRG, too, cleerly saw that
that monent offered irrevocably the last chance.

"Begirmixi\& January 1945

The LUXEMDURG offonsive, though not ebsolutely
decisive, hds been. relatively successful in that the
american deplaynent hes been mnsiderably disturbed for
sone tire and in that GIM/NY hes proved that it still
oxists, It ia all t.e rore inportant now (o draw the
political consequence from this, especially since
everything indicates en carly conference of the Big *
Three, This is repeated urgently at the end of
January, In the weentimo, thc great Russien a‘fensive
has, as could be foreséen, ruined the- preliminary .
conditions which were the basis of ' the EGHONT roports
of  October, Novenber anidl Decenber (Re.ncwcd interruptlons o

of the reports)”.

YEnd of Pebruary 1945

. Detailed annlysis.of the ‘iALTA conference (this ropcrt
is in foerican hands), . Prisoncr compared all the, item‘ .
which had come to his knowlcdge and on which an agneaczent
had been reached with thosé which had .remrined unsettled.
The rosult of the repert: . 4 final accord, ds, CERMANY had
fsared for somc time, has been roached betwebn ,the Allies. .
Prosw.ably it also covers, in: pnnciplc, tho ‘Far East
problem, GEIZANY's last chance’ is -gone for ' the real:.sation :
of the plen subrdtted in auturn 1944. (In fact the :
prelininary conditions in internal politics, which were
indispensable, had not been folfilled,) There can no
longer be any hope of & separate anglo-incrican. policy,
not even with rezard to capitulationg "

‘March 1645

The lest reports dealt with the opposition in ENGLAND
to parts of the YALTA docisions (the Polish question).  They
gave, however, only a condenscd picture of ‘the- ‘penioral
‘situation, The last report rcéomended the voliuntary
digsolution of the NSD4P and the appeal to BRUNING to form

a new Reich Governnent. "

10, Sources of "EGMONT" R‘oports

Since the "EQONT" Roports were essentially political

reports, much of Ant VI's specialised infm was of no interest to
Prisoner, or served merel, as confirmation, in detail, of the

goneral trend elready knowm to him, Under this Heading falls
all military and most industrial int., Furthermore, since Prisoner
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was an outsider in Amt VI he nade it a point of ctiquotts not to
inquiro into the sources of tho infms Lestly as an exparienced
foreign commentator, Prisoncr had acquired, over the ycars, e
thorough knowledge of foroign affeirs which gontinued to serve
hin for his interpmetntion of broed policy.

a) Basic Matorial
Material drc.-m !‘ron sources not connected with the GIS:-

(1) Internationel News Aggnoios (Reutor, UP,AP,IN’S,ThSS,cw).

The DNB provided a Germon translation of all
nessagos sent by the International News Agenocies, which
carie to abcut 200 pages a day.,  Socurity grading was
"Secret", Similerly, they also provided a nonitoring
service of foroign broedcasting stations,  Prisomer
received these foreign news summaries £s political
commentator for "Signel'. Prisoner's secretaries :
udertook the prelininary sifting of this bulky nmaterial.

(ii) American and British Papers end lagazines, eg the
airmail edition of "The Tinmes".  Proviously most of
this material had come via LISBON, but now Prisoner had
to rely on the samwhat linited supply fron STOCKHQIM A

(111)R oports. fron German Erbassics in Neutral Countnes. '

s a pol:.tlcal writer of repute, Prlaonar, over the
. years, had formed a number of personel contacts with
‘high-renldng Ausw Ant afficials, :from whon he received
occasionally infi. and guidance regarding the -trend of -
foreign affeirs, &nd who showed him, privately, reports
sent in by the Ecbassies in SWEDEN, -SYITZERL:ND,  SPAIN
and FORTUGAL. During the period of the "SEINT" Reports.
. his post igportant contacts: werec no lomger available -
(eg TROTT zu SOLZ had boen executed -in surmeer &% for his
part in the 20 July plot), but Frisoner consulted the
following: - .

r $fx. Head of ‘Irfm Sec, husw Amt. SIX aid
: - NOT show Przsomer conf:.dnntial reports.

Ir Alexandcr Infm Sec, ausw Amt. Priaoner'a min
WERTH contact ‘et the time, . Provided Ausw - .
o : Lmt roports regard:.ng the Western Allles.

Leg Rat BRAUN  Far Bast Sec, Ausw Adts Drmrided infm
: . ontheFar“East.'

. Dr Anton BOHM. Vatican Reforat. Ptovided infm on.
. - Roman Catholic affairs.

(Sdf- KRAMER Embassy, STOCKHOIAL In parentheses'
: . FRAMER should be eadded to this liat., .
KRIMER was awore that Prisoner had
difficulty in obtaining access to
= ) Lbsw amt reports, many of which were
ER ‘dirculating at- the Embassy 'in.STOCKHOLM:
" KRIMER mnde a practice of abastraoting

LE COPY
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infm he thought nmight interest
Prisoncr, and forwarding it via
the fmt VI courier service to
‘BERLIN with the prefix "for
FGMONT", The nessages were
passed on to Prisoner by Maj
OHLETZ of Mil C, without going
throush normal channels. )

Prisonor states that Eibassy roports were in general

- interesting only for what thoy failed to roport.

(iv) Gernan Porsonalitios from Abroad

. Prisoner had a very wide oircle of acquaintances,
many of whom were abroad as foreign correspondents for
Gerran papers. Whenever thesc roturned to GERMANY
they made a habit of calling on him and exchanging news,
Prisoner recalls having spoken to the following dm'ing
the "EQIONT" period:-.

Journalists: SELIG0 - Corrospondont for DINATAG in
’ LISBON. Saw Prisonsr in winter
4 in BFRLIN,

von TOGGENBURG Forner HNN correspondent in
STOCKHOLM and personal friend

of Prigoner‘s., - TOGGENBURG was

fairly frequently in GERMANY -
and excellently informed,

SCHMITZ MNN correspondent in TURKEY.
PORZCEN Correspondent of "Frankfurter

Zoitung" in SOFIA, formerly in
L0SCOR and TANGIL...

'Diglomts:' DIECKHOFF f.mbassador in SPAIN; on leave

“in GERMANY in Nov 44, A close
pérsonal friend of Prisoner,
and well-informed on Anglo-
Awrican matters,

RAHN Jizbassador in IT-LY. Also a
parsonal friend of Prisoner,
Prisoner met hin three times
during this period:- .

Aug 44: Prisoner visited RAEN

in FASANO to ask him to intervene

on behalf of TROIT zu SOLZ.

~“ Nov bl Prlsoner mtrodnoed ‘RAEN
to SCHELLENEERG.  Prisoner hoped.-
that RAHN rdght be i.nduced to put’
out poace feolers for SCHELLDIEERG
through DWLES.in SWITZERLAND; '. .
and al'so act as Awt VI inforoant,
Prisoncr denies that RAAN agreed to

collaborate with SCHELLENGERG.

Nt .
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T . 'Duo_4k:  Prisoner nmet RAHN in
. ) . URZBURG to discuss iifN's .
. N . Vatioan contacts, and tho Nezi

o : v attitude towards Roman Catholicisn,
which Prisoncr hoped to modify.
He vished peaoc foelers to be
sent out through RAHN's Vetican
contaots.

’

* ' Von PAFEN - Asbagsedor in TURKEY. Prisoner |
o mot von PAPEN in BERLIN after the
latter's retuwn fron TURKEY in

auturm bk,

Travellers: ) )
g Prof SCHMITZ  Intcrncc repatriated from USiyj

until the war head of the Deutsche
ikadenic in NEW YORK.

Prau BOVERT ~ inother repdtriate fram USi;

cober of the BROWN-BOVERI family. .

(v) Yoreign Persoxialities

Prisoner denios that during thig ‘tims he met any
foreigners of notes He rocalls, howeve:, having scie
discussions with two members of the Japanese. meaeay
in BERLIN, regarding the pohﬁca.l situation in t.he
.Far East:- .

'USHIDA Pirst (?) Secretary at Japanese ‘
Ecbassy,

o KOSHIMA Naval :-,tj:Acho at Japancse Embassy_.

b) ot VI Material

Ant VI paterial, teken by ltse].f was much too limited in
scope to allow Prisoner to draw from it the extensive sumaries’
required for.his reports, but.it was valuable in that it
supplied concrete proofs and substantiated, in nany dstails,
his concluslons. . .

(i) Monitoring chorts (Seehausdmnst)

Valuable ‘as supplementary waterial to the- Intermt:.on;%f _

" ‘News, fgencies reports (seo above). - Owing. ‘to-the paucity
._materml about™the’ USSR, the Russmn sec of th:ls repox't ;
. speomlly useful. T i .

(11) 1ok VI Dally Reports (Tacesberlcht)

(NOTE':. Prisoncr has been questioned on SCHBLIMBERG'
statement thet the Daily Reports also went under: the coverf-
name of "EGMONT" Roports. Prisbher states ‘ch:\.s mist be.a
sdsunderstanding; he claims that only his reports were

known, by this name, ) . N
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The Daily Reports rocorded, in brief excepts or
suwarios, all the ioportant messages which had come
in duwring the preccding day, but co-ordination and
cvalUation of thesc mossages wore not attempted, og
fron EISEERG (good connections in Roman Catholic
circles, military infrm must be accepted with reserve ).
Origin of source
Reports ran to six to twelve pagcs, and contained
military routine matcrial, eg shipping reports fron

GIBRALTAR, tactical reports from FiKs, troop movements,

was not indicated. The Deily

cheins of comd otc of oneryy armies. Prisoncr was not
interostod in this type of int, but looked for items
of political int which soictines were found among

these nessages.

Prisoncr states that he does not remerdber the covor-

nopesof these sources, except the following, which
provided hin with the only valuable polincal int

material:-
JOSEFPHINE :

CISBERG:
HECTOR:
LEARTER:

OSTRO:

Fer East
Sources:

Prisoner admits that he was aware that JOSEP'ﬁiI*!E and
"HECTOR were XRMMER sources, but claims that he daliberately
abstained frem trying to #ind out further details.

Provided cxcellent political sitreps,
cspecially on the Western A]J.ies.

Infn about Roran Catholic matters.
Mainly a mil and"im:lus‘a'ial source,

SCHELLENBERG's private sourco in
LISBON. Through this source
SCHELLENBERG obtained en iperican
contact {through DULLES 7) and
reccived infr: ebout internal
Anmerican political personalities.

4nother excellent source for
political int on Western Powers.

Mil C ran threc agcnts in the Par

Bast (SHANGHAY ?), who also seemed
well-informed politically; one of
these was known as SCRODIN. They

. reported on psace feelers by JAPaN

&

.to recch & settlement with CHIANG

KAI SHEK, the political situation in
CHINA and often good material about
Soviet industry and the equipment of
Soviet armies in SIBERIA. Omce there
was also a report on a secret zeeting
of Japenesc and Russian delegates. i_n

SIEERTA.

JOSEPHINE political int messages.carried the prefix

"EGMONT" and wero passed to Prisoner directly they reached
Ant VI, Prisoner knows nothing about the OSTRO source,

exéept that the infr came through SPAIN.

Under this heading fall also the memos of SCHELIENHERG
on conversations he had with personalities of int interest.

$oma
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Prisoner rocalls two such pamos, ons on a conversation

with .dn KOSHI34. of the Japanesc Embassy in BERLIN,
the other on conversations with USY.

(111) Agents' Original lossages

For Prisoncr.'s purposcs, the mwost important
end recliable political int wrs contained in tho
JOSEFHIIE and OSTRO ressages, He also ronembers.
the following: - . ) _

V-Man JZKOB: - Apparently in close cantect with
. the Swiss IS, and also sone contact
. with DULLES in BERMB. Prisoner
believes that JAKOB mey have been
an agent run directly by SCHELLENBERG.

Contact with Spanish Poroign Office

. cortain apount of material from the
Spanish Foreign Office was availeble,
Prisonor remembers scveral officlel
Spanish;rcporta regerding the political
situation in TURKEY. He can give no -
infny as to how this matcrial was obtained
eg whether i+ vas passed on by the
Speniards, or stolen fronm’ Spe.nish Foreign
Officc files, .

~ Roman Catholic Sourccs

}gein, Prisoner can give nothing but the
veguost infp, Somo of this matérial was
reliabale, sone of it pure invention.
The ‘only source Prisoner can'recall is
a V-man, degignated by a mumber, whose,

the Prior of the SCHEYERN Monastery in
B4VERLL end the Bishop of LJUBLJANA in
SLOVENLA,

‘French Source fro S'TITEIRLAND

v prlvatc source of . SGHKI.LENBERG'B .
reporting ebout thoe internal’ politlc&l

. difficulties of IE GAULLE and his )
relations w:.th ‘BIDAULT. “This’ ‘source.
roportcd at grcat léngth on-the: . -
sx,_nificance of IE GAUILE'

Chinese.. So\&c\

‘which he obtained.at the time thev.

- sensational disclosure:about the Y‘AIH.‘A
‘Conf erence, -that the Russians had agted
as inter?wdii:ries in introducing Japenese

DU sl e ST T TR g4 thinks this infm is of doubtful .
reliability,

no doubt urwitting, informdnts included: g

4 private source of scxmma-a, from R

. reprosentatives to STETTINIUS., Prisoer- -
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USa ‘ There wero NO agonts'! reports. -
GREAT IRITAIN There were NO agents' roports. In the
' Dally nuport there wes, however,
occasionnl montion of the effects of
V-weapons, novecnts of troops, ete.

(iv) Decoding Dept of OKw (Chi-Berichte)

ft VI received translations of diplomatic
tclograns in cipher which had been broken. These
were specially useful to Prisoncr, since thoy contained
facts which he could tost ageinst his own conjectures.
Thero was ne gontinuity of covcrage, nor did they
reveal eny startling news, The Anfn was necessarily
sorappy, but Prisoner rccollccts messages fron the
follovdng Embassics:-

Turkish fribassador in H0SCO/ to his Government.

- This was the only corplcte caverage available, Messages

indicated the extreme pressurc which the. USSR
continually brought to bcar on TUREKEY.

Bulgarian /cbassador in MOSCOV to his Goverrment.
Reported mmly on cvents in the L.ILKiNS, :.specn.a_lly '
develonrents in GHEECE.

" Japanese 4ibassador in MOSCOY.to his Government.
Occasional telegrams werc deciphered which indicated
cloarly that the Japenesc were having incresing
difficulties in ueintaining friendly relations with the
USSR. Through this source cene confirpation froman
Lot VI Far Bast V-man regarding & secret meeting of
Japanese and Russian ei:issaries somcwhere in SIEERIZ,

(NOTE: Prisoner has becen pressed on the accuracy of

his statement, in vicw of CLASSEN's clain that OKW/Chi IIX
was unable to break the Japanese code, although in
possession of the Basic Jepancae code-book (CSDIC(WEA)
Finel Report 85 on CL4SSEN, .ppendix C, para 1, dated

27 Jul 45., Prisoner neverthCless maintsins his

_contention. ) -

ambassador HZRRDAAN in MOSCOY to the State Dept
on Russo-Polish roletions. .

Polish i:ission in JERUS.LEM to Polish Govt in
LONDON.. Continuous covera;c of revorts on developnents
in BALKANS and NZiR EAST, sspecially ZLAS. rising, .

: -Bulgarian Envoy in SW’ITZERLA.ND' to his Government.
Reported on BALKAN affairs and attdtude of Western )
Powers towards BALKANS.

. American nissions in B,LKANS, Reported on
alf‘flcultles with Russlans -

CORTELL HUIL to US Embassy PiRIS, Anmounced
the arrival of mbassador C:&'FERY )

. &Mish COdeSc Prlsoner does not l‘OCOllLCt Beelng
an 1ntercept frox & British code.

s TS —— —arn e
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(v) Evaluatod material from imt VI Gruppen

This consistod rostly of the reports by the
verdous Gruppen concerning either their geographicel
sphore 7.5 r whole, or detailed enclysis of a specifio
point,

" Suimiery of cctivitios in SOUTH /MERIC/; rmonthly
reports on the F/R ELST. For exarple, the Far Lest
Referat prepored a monthly report on events in the
F/R EiST. Other roports concerned the offect of
V-wanpons in the UK, British political pressure on
TURKEY, chnracter-sketches of new politicol foreign
personalities and an amalysis of tge ipericen elections.

Suzing up all the sources of infm available to him,

Prisoner concludcs thnt on the whole, only the JOSEFHINE
and OSTRO Reports were genuine ond reliable politcal int,

It
to

wns, therefore, Prisoner's practice, before coiritting
peper his ovm cnalysis of ipportent political

developrents, to await the JOSEPHINE ond OSTRO telegraws

on

this point, which, however, cgreed gemerclly with his

own views. Thus, in the matter of the YALT4 Conference,

apart from the international news releases ami redio
commonts, Prisoner received infn fron three sources:-

SCHELLENEERG's private Chinese source, rcporting American-
Jepancse peace negotiations, This news was treated with

reserve, ond Prisoncr awaited confirmation.

OSTRO geve a full and relinble report on the YALTA
Conference about ten doys later; there wos no wention
of thc Japenese envoys,

JOSEPHINE (KRIZER through ONOIER. in STOCKHOLM) reported
about & week cBter OSTRO; this was the most reliable of

all

three, Thore was no mention of the Japcnese envoys,

There were NO VT intcrcepts on YALTA,

Distribution

Draft Roports handed in by Prisoner to SCHELLENBERG af ter
final discussions were hceded "E@{ONT Berichte", and were passed out
on the authority of KiLTENBRUNNER., Prisoner is unable to say
whother KALTENBRUNNER made any corrections before they left the
‘RSHA. The reports were then retyped in specinl "Fthrer-type"

Se.n especinlly large typewriter) on RSHA VI paper and headed

-4iussenpolitische Lageberichte", (Prisoner: clains he only glanced

2t one such finel copy end is not certain of the exact phraseology. )
With each copy went a note fron KALTENBRUNNER, saying: "Herewith the
latest report from Aint VIV,

Exte

‘One copy to SEYSS-INAUART (a persomel fricnd of RALTENERURNER).

mAl distribution wes =8 follows:~

One copy to FEGELEIN for HITLER. . .

One copy to HEWEL, :iusw int-L0 ot FHQ. HEWEL had given

a written undertaking that ho would not show theae reports
to LKIBBENTROP,

onc copy to HDMILER.

-

R
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Internal RSHA Distribution of' "SGMONT" Reports was:-

One copy to KALTENDRUMNLK.

Scvoral copivs kept by SCHELLI.MNGERG, who may have given thom
to various persons at his discrotion, For instance Ogruf
LORENZ read mariy of the reports and Frisoner belicwes that
SCHELLENIERG circulatcd them siong his Gruppenleiters.

One copy kept by Prisoner.

12, ;ddende to "EGMONT" Rouports

As & rule, oach "EGMONT" LIcport contained a short addendun,
in the forr: of o privatec eide-memoire for SCEELLENBERG. In it
Prisoner rrised specific points at greiter length than was possible .
in a politicgl survey;  these points wero the result of the several
“hours' disoussion Frisoncr hod with SCHELLENEFRG before the publication
of ecch "EGMONT® Repart.  During these discussions, cspecially in the
. later stages, SCHELLENBERG and Frisoner openly discussed what could
be donc to ond the war in the light of the existing situation, =nd any
concrete measure which might contribute to that end was touched on
during the discussions, eg the MUSY necrotiations to release the Jews
! fror: ‘the concentration camps (cim: favourably influencing world
. opinion toverds GRMANY); nuoootintions for the release of Denish
police and Denish Jews froiz céncentretion comps; release of five
i Swedes sentenced to dcath in the WARSAW trials (aim: to win the
goodwill of SWEIEN as a preroquisite for SWELEN's services as o
intermediary in Egace ne%otis:tions ; rcyersal of Gauleiter ‘s HOFER's
redical anti-Catholic policy in AUSTRIL (aim: to raintain what
Prisoner considerecd the vital goodwill of Vaticen circles, through
whon peacu feelers wero 2lsc atterpted);  Thege.were all relativeky
. ; " scell points which SCHELIEMBERG could bLring up in the course of his
: interviews with HIMMLER, who in turn ixdght cither give the desired
instructions on his own responsibility or try and obtain HITIER's |
sanction at & convenient opportunity. The eide-menoires were
cssentially briefs for SCEELLENBERG, stating the problem and
reoormending sction to bc tekcn.  Through them SCHELLENBERG, in
faoct, becere the wouth-piece of Prisoner, and Prisoner was gratified
by the influence he could cxcrcise without assuming public respomsibility.

13, Destruction of YEGMCNT" Reports

Prisoner hns been interrogated at some:-length om this point.
He professes ignorance as to the whereabouts of any of the reports
distributed through st VI, His own personcl copies, he cleims, were
destroyed in the last days of Apr 45,  Pressed for deteils on the :
alleged destruction, Prisoncr slightly modified the version he gave ,
previously, and now states the following:- ) 'l

When fmt VI evacuated to BAVARIA in spring 45, Priscner, with
four or five other Ant VI officials, wes living in BAD HEILERUNN, There
Prisoner met Ostubaf DAUFELD of /mt VI, who had recently been expelled ’
from SVITZERLIND for int ectivities for .mt VI, DAUFELD introduced o
Prisoner to his fathcr~in-law, GUP, the owmer of the Hotel Keisérhaf in
BAD TULZ. GUT agreed to let Prisoner use the sofe in his hotel, and
the "EGMONT" Reports were dcposited thcre, since Prisoner did not wish
to have them ip his billet. Prisoner states that GUT and Frau DAUFELD )
knew only that "the yellow folder" contuined secret state documents; .
Ostubaf DAUFELD was nware that it contained the "E@MONT" Reports. =

i
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Fron 29 fpr to 2 Moy 45 Prisonor weos in FLENSBURG (sec
hppendi.x C). During this time, B/D TYLZ wes overrun by Jmerican
troops. Ostubef DAUFELD was in hiding &t the tdie, dbut before
he left he geve instructions to his wife and father-in-law not to
lot the "ycllow folder" fall into ene:y hands,  Shartly before
the smericans arrived, GUT and Frau DAUFELD burned these reports.

* Prisoner lecrned these facts from DiUF:LD hinself, who wes later

14,

15.

arrested by the Americans, and together with Prisoner was at
TREISING, 3rd US .ruy Interrcgation Cuntrc,

i few days after Prisoner's roturn from FIENSBURG, in
the first week of May 45, Prisoner's secretary, Frau Hannelore
R:HM, went to BAD MLZ and learned that the documents had been
destroyed. She related this to Prisoner, and it was from her
that he first knew of their destruction. Prigoner insists that
when he left for FLENSBURG, he gave NO instructions to anyone
what to do with the reports in the case of spmerican occupetion.

Two_Reperts belisved captured

Prisoner believes that two reports have been captured.
it beg Jun 45, Prisoner was interrogated at FREISING by Capt -
FLEX, US :xuy, who told him that the "EGMONT" Report about
YAUT4 had been found emong documents scized at SEYSS-INQUART's HQ.
Later, in Dec 45, Lt MITTELBERGER told Prisoner in (OBERURSEL that
another copy had recently been found, o

Prisoner's Relations with KRIER

KR.!M?.R, through his JOSEPHINE Reports, wes Prisoner's
x:ost impartant source for the "E@IONT" Reports. Furthermore,
KRAMER was the only int egent porsonally known to Prisoner. His
relations with FRIMER pay therefore bc of interest,

Frisonér made KRAMCZR's acquaintance in Mar or Apr 43,
when KRAMER called on Prisoner in BERLIN with a letter of
introduction.from TOGGENBURG.. 4s a political Journalist Prisoner
e.lways welconod an cxchange of infi: with well-informed persons
from abroad, althouch this had become more difficult since the
war, .- Even during KRAMER's first visit it was evident that he
was -extrenely well informed, ¢ specially about pol1t1ca1 trends in
the. UK and USi.  KRAMER introduced 'himself s a member of the
German Erbassy in STOCKHOLM, and Prisoner esked him to’'call again
on his next visit to BERLIN. KRAMER af terwards called regularly
an Prisoner whenever he ha.ppened to be:in BERLIN, which was usually
about. once a month or every six weeks. The two men became ‘personal
friends, since they fuund their political outlook to be very smilar,
and they had systematlc discussions covering all aspects of the
international situation, eg the military situation, political tremds:
enong fxis and 4llied powers, ths role of the chief political

- personalities, Allied in*entlons, strategy, etec, Prisonér: states

that-before. the war, he was accustomed to have many-such- discussions
with other, s:um.larlv well-inforred persons, mostly  journglists or
pembers of ‘the Ausw smt,  Now, however, there remained only TROTT

zu S0L2 and Albrecht HAUSHOFER (both exccuted after the 20 July plot)

KRIMER 's infp, for him, was therefore specially veluable,. since

this infm, especially his knowledge of the UK, was apparently basdd

_on facts and not on surmse and conjecture.

At first, }q(m.fER dld not mention his duties in STOCKHOILM.
ILfter some time, he h:mted that they were in connection with the GAF
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Pthrungsstab, and about = yerxr after their i‘u‘st neoting, he told
Prisoner hc wes o merber of the Lbw. Prisoner cloims that he
studioualy avoided inquiring into details or questioning mum
about the sources of his infr.

Prisoner clains that until autwrmn 44 he made no use of
the political int ho' heard from KRI!PER. He stoutly maintains that
as a journalist and politicnl writer, it was his Job and ambition
to bo well-inforned; the fact thot he was.then workiyg in a
rdnor capacity on the propaganda journal "Signal", for which this
infm was unnecessary, was irrelevant. KRAMER's conversations
corroboretcd Frisoner's growing conviction that GERM/NY was losing
the war, and that en enrly negotiated peecce with the Jestern Powers
was the only way out, o conviction shared by, emong others, KRIMER
himself and TROTT zu SOLZ, who wns also working towards that end.

When Frisoner began his cereer as "EGMONT" hc¢ told
SCHELL&NBERG that he knew KR/MER, and asked permission to make use
of KRANER dircctly, ‘RRAMER told Prisoner that the JOSEFHINE )
reports came via g Swedish source, and their conversations now
included operetionsl and mil questions, en which subject KRAMER
had hitherto shown a certain reserve. But Prisoner still did
NOT question KREMER cbout his sources of infr.,  Prom time to time,
Prison8r essked KRIMER for confirmation or elaboration of certain
political news he had recceived from other fmt VI sources; these
briefs wsrc sent to KRILER via /it VI, and his replies were pre-
fixed "for EGIDNI". Prisoner states that KRHMER wos the only int
offr with whon he wos in contact - otherwlse he kncw only cover-
noncs of reports. ‘For instance, the identity of OSTRO, the only
other source of high political int value, was .not known to Prisoner.

. KIUBER was awere of FTrisoner's political significance as
"EGMONT". flthough, f'ar his own seke, Prisoner had not taken
KRIMER into his full confidence regarding his political intentdons,
KIUPER know of, ai¥l supported Frisoner's and SCHELLENBERG's attempt
to negotiate & poace with the Western £llies, By 1945, KRAMER was
able to discuss German peace overtures openly with SCHELLENEBFRG
when he went to report to Amt VI, and KRMMER kept SCHEILENBERG
informed directly of the 1olitical situation.

During Prisoner's visits to BEST.in COPENHAGEN (see

ippendix D peres 30 and 31) he met KRAMER for discussions. These;
however, differed in no way from the telks they had in BERLIN.

Prisoner's Relations with PPLEITERER .

PFLEITERER fits into the framework of SCHELLENHZRG's and
Prisoncr's overriding interest in SCANDINAVIA as the only remaining
German asset. Prisoner and SCHELLENBERG wers both agreed that the
FERBOVEN~HITLER policy of resistence and scorched ear¢h in NORWAY and
DEMMARK was mistaken. Meanwhile, KRAMER had become friendly with
TPPLEIIERER, heed of thc Consular Dept in the German Legation at
STOCKHOLM, who clso desired to sce better relations hetween SWEIEN -
end GERMANY, tho more so, since the Swedish Govt would be unlikely to
act on GERMANY's behalf in any peuce negotiations unless their nost
pressing demands were sympathztically considered.

4Lt beg Mar 45, XRIMER rcported to Priscner thit FFLEITERER,
an oxpert on Scandinavicn offairs, had had some unofficial. talks with
Denish end Swedish personnlities on the subject and regarded with
decpest dismay the pressnt Gerrywm policy.
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Towards end :.er 45, whilst PBLEIDERER happened to bo in
EERLIN, he went to see Prisoner ot KRIEMR's sugpostion and
disoussed tho whole Scandinavian question very openly.  The
substance of this conversation hes been fully reported in CSDIC(WEL)
Final Report 29 on PFLEIDERER, ".‘;pond:lx B, paras 6 - 10 amd has
been confirmed by Prisoner, Prisoncr asked FFIEIVELER to let him

have a nenorandun on SC/NDINAVIA;  FFLEILERER wrote this on his
return to STOCKHOLM, and sent ii to Frisonor through KRAMER. This

‘menorandum was incorporated in enothcr "addendum" to an "EGMONT

Report, stressing that unless SCHELLENDERG could bring HIMMIER to
take irmediste cction to roverse or ot least sof ten HITIER's
Scandinavian policy, peece negotiztions through SWEIEN would

inevitably fail,

.'..a';...“....—.__....
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CoG(IE R

i %5 Oct 46 Gisolhor iAIRSING {

ZFEENDIZX B

THE JNFORMATION SECTION OF THE LUSW AMT : .
Sep 39 - } Autucn 40 . »

1,  Scope of Knowledge ’ !
i

PFrom Sep 39 to auturm 40 Frisoner, at the invitation of R
RIBOENTROP, cctcd as hon advisor to the newly formed seotion. The }
infr he gives muy be rogerded as reliable, although Prisoncr is T
exceodingly vo_ue about Civil Scrvice org and adm routine.

2, Prisoncs's Contacts with -usw .ot (till sutum 39)

fis 2 well known publicist on foreign affairs Prisoner i
had forped connections with higher fusw aAmt officials, dating back i
to 1928, when hc met H.SSEL, von SCHULENBERG, DIRCKSEN and others {
at the house of KOCH-WESER, the then Minister of Justice end !
Leedor of the Social Democratio Pprty.” In 1932 Prisoner published
in the "T¥gliche Rundschau" a series of articles purporting to
show that the foreign policy of the govcrrment was crippled by
the obstructive attitudc of key fusw Amt personnel, end calling
for urgent rcforma: these crticles had sopething like a "succes
de scandnle” and were, Prisoner claims, partly responsible for
:.mt:.ating the abortive rc-organlsatmn of the Ausw int uttempted

uv von MEUR:THe

Froo 1933 to 1939 Prisoner rcemained in fairly close touch
with the [usw fat. He ves at the time editor-in-chief of the
"Minchsner Neuestc Nachrichtun" end for his owm infm Prisoner

. cultivated his many contacts in the fusw Amt.  Prisoner wes the

. first German editor to organise eir-mail deliveries of his paper

to foreign countries: froii 1935 onwards the MiN was distributed
in POLAND, CZECHOSLOV:KI..,, the DJLEABB, ITALY, FRANCE, SWITZERLLND,
SPAIN and PCRTUG/L before any other German paper, end had a foreign
circulation three tincs as high as that of the "Frankftirter Zeitung",
its neerest competitor. This gave the MMN & veluable asset, end
tho Ausw .mt was anxious that it should be well inforueds Prisoner
ermphasises that the NN did not bocome the mouthpiece of the Ausw imt
elthough he was on good terms with most of the leading Ausw Ant
officials, During his frequent travels abroad he visited the German ;
Enbassies, and czme to know o large number of Cerman diplomats, In :
the course of time Frisoner formed specially close ties with
hmbasscdors DIECKHOFF, ALTENBURG and RAMN, with Fiirst von BISMARCK,
Unterstaatssek HENCKE, /mbassadere von HEEREN and von RENTHE-FINK,
with TROTT zu SOLZ and Dr slexander WERTH. Prisoner also met other
officiels socially at rsceptions given in BERLIN and elsewhere.

Prisoner denies that he had any contact with the Btiro
TEEENTROP.  He was granted only one short interview with RIEBENTROP
in LONDON in early 1939, _wh.:.le RIBIENTROP was Ambassador at the
Court of St James.




3P

R I O

f 5%

LABLE COPY

- 41 -

3y Conference ot FUSHL

Lt boeg Jug 39 Prisoncr received a tolephonic summona to
FUOSCHL, RIBBENTROP's rosidencc, vherce he met a number of othor
Journalists known for their conporative independence: KIRCHER
and SIEBURG, of the "Frankftirtor Zeitung", von PUCKLER, of the
"Deutsche /llgenwine Zeitung®, von STUDNITZ of tho SCHERL publishing
houso, anc. Ernst JUNCER, the welleknovn author. The iwusv fmt
officiols present werc Gescndter w'rm\ URG, Le&g Ret RAHN and Prof

TERDER,

RIDCENT).OP opencd the two-day conforence by a review aof the
rresent intcrnational orisis.. His theme wes that even if the "war
party" in GRITAIN should gain the upper. hond, the French Govt could
be trusted to excrt a restraining influence. Nevertheless, in
RIGOENTROP's opinion, thc crisis wes likely to last for some months,
until the "Polish question" we.s settled, . period of intense
German propaganda abroad was desirable, firstly cos a justification
and secondly 2s an instruicnt of Gormnn policy.,  RISBENTROP thercfore
requested the journalists vresent to put thelr services, sither on
a part~time or o pormanont basis, at the disposal of the propaganda
section of the fusw snt. SIEDURG ceecptod and became Botschaftsrat,
voh PUCKLER and STUDNITZ apreed to scrve asg advisers in an honorary
capacity. KIRCHER and JUNGER refused. Prisoner offered his
part-timc honorary services to the linistry, spending two-thirds of
hig time in SERLIN and the rest in MUNICH with his paper,

Reorganisation of the Infm Soction of .usw int

ifter this conferencc the Infm Section vams reorganised,
ALTENBURG was put in cherge of the section, the personnel of which
was as follows: =

husw ot personnol: Vées ALTENBURG: Head of the Sectiom,
personal liaison with
' other depts.
./Les Rat RbHN Dcputy Heade In cherge
of ectual work of sectaon.

‘yy’y .Leg Rat Baron
Q, von RLNTZAU: LO to OKW.
) \v‘ ¥ Leg Kat KRUG zu .
td NIDD;: (successor to RANTZAU).
) Konsul TUCHER

‘Gen=Konsul Baron von SCHELL:.

TROTT zu SOLZ (Left for USA in autum 39,

. retd summer 40).
Tiiss Hilfsarb Alexander WERTH (Jjoined
. early 40).

Leg Sek JOLFF -

Log Sek SIMON

Wiss Hilf sarb RICHTER.

(Five or six other officials, naces forgotten).

Journslists: Von PUCKLER
Von STUDNITZ (Left shortly =fberuords fcu'
Presse Abt).
Prigonsr

Albrecht HAUSHOFER Jr (demosrapher)
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The Infn Section wos on the same lovol as tho Txosse fbt
(under SCH.UIDT) snd the fundfunk /bt (under RUILE), but cooperation
with ther was somewhat loosc (sec para 8 (c)). In addition to the
Infr Section thure existed the Deutsche Informationsstelle, under
Prof.SEREER, & publiz company sponsore.d by tho Jusw Amt, whose
functions were, theorctiocally, tech supervision of layout and
printing of literature produced by the Infm Soc, and dissemination
%o foreign journalists in GERLIN. in practice, it tended to
duplicate the work of the Infa Sec. This led to intense rivalry
between the two depts.  Prisoner states that the sories of -
hysterical propeganda pamphlets: ‘"England Unmasked" (England Ohne
Maske) were produced by this dept. In additicn there were also
two dnter-depertrmontal committoes, the Englandsusechiss and the
Frankreichausschuss, qn which the Infis Section wns ropa'esented.

" These will be referred to in para 7.

Prisoner atates that tho Irfm Soc, in the early days, was
a amell body of a few spocielists, who worked on a flexidble and
ron-burceucratic basiss KSHN ard Frisoner appear to have been
the driving force behind the Sec: ALTENBURG was fully occupied in
streightening out difficulties with other depte. -

*  In spring 43 Dr SIX (formerly head of RSHiVII) took over
control of the sec, and the Infr Sec was greatly enlarged, morged
with the jultur . bt and renared the Kul-Pol Abt. Prisonsr can
give no infn about its activities, but he statcs that it became
an wwwieldy epparatus with many subscctions ond Referets whieh
failed to function cfficicntly.

Fuhctions.
To disscminate German propagande in noutral countries
Prisoner stresses: &) that the soc was not responsible for

distribution; this was the function of the Germen Embaasies
cbpoad, and wzs the particular job of the Kulturattaches; b)
that the sec did nct desl with propasanda in enerny colmt_;ries.

Projects Carried Qut

Prisoner cleims to be ungblc to remember all the work
done by the Sec during the uonths he served in it. It was
flooded with propaganda idees from well-mecning outsiders end a
largs amount of time was taken up-in sifting this material.
Frisoner's duties were to advise RAHN on practicable propagande
projects. He remexbers the following as having been carried out.

a) German War Photographs

4 great asset at the time was GERMANY's monopoly of

. war photographs,  Prisoner realised the velue of this,
and TANTZiU, later KRUG zu NIIDA, was appointed LO to the
COK7 to ensure thet a steady and speedv supply of photographs
was made available to the foreign Prese via the Deutsche
Informationsstelle,  Consorship wos relaxed in some respects
for this purposc, eg the rule that no photograph of a dead
German soldier should appear, was waived, The Press releases
were directed mainly towerds the US., and the Ausw Ant was
‘able: to- send out pictures which; to some extent, counteracted’
the notion that SS thuzs and J\mker types pz-edommted in

. tie German irry.

A
“rope,
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b) Pamphlets on HITLZR's P.acc Offor

These wero prenared after the Folish canpaign amd
surmarised HITLER'g spsochcs on the subject, They
were slanted differontly according to the country for
which tho pamphlets were intended,

¢} "Riecn que la Véritd"

4L fortnightly 24~pcoge magazine in Prench, Roumanian
and Turkish, It wrs setivical and sexs in treatnent,
conteining biting comucents on cextracts from the cnery
Fress, rororting on the alle.clly "severe" conditions
in GRWINY,  The iost fruilful souwree vns the "Daily
Meil", which of'ten corricd dctailed "cyc-witness stories"
about allcged shortozes or othwer herdships suffercd by
the Gernnn pcoplc, The Infr Sec had no difficulty in
ridiculing these sensationsl products of a sub-editor's

train, :
d) Leallcts

4 number of loeflets wore distributed relating to
GERUNY's war ainms and/or pecceful intentions,  After
cach HITIER specch leaflets were prepared giving the gist
of HITLEL's rewarks conceorning the country towards vhich
the zropacande vas diroccted. For instence, TOLAND was
the subject of nmuch ingcnuous proveganda, since the Infn

. Sec was aware that the Toles'verc none too popular abroad,
even with the /llies. The; stressed the undemocratic,
reactionary, feudal notwe of TOLLND, end one leaflet,
issucd on the instructions of ::ISEENTROF, contained
atrocity stories about the use of poson gas by the Polish
iroy durigp the Polish cenpaign. | There was little truth
in this; the facts were that a2 nucber of poison-gas
shells had been captured by the German airmy during the

Polish carpeirn.

. e) "TOI"! MP"

On¢ of the scoops af the Sec concerned the bock.
"Tory MP", by an anonymous autlior, publighed by Victor
GOLLANCZ during the wnr. Frisoncr saw a review of the
book in the "Spectator”. Export af the book was beimed
by British Censorship, but cventuclly a copy wes procured
via the German Consul-Gencrel in LASTERDAM. The book
wes reprinted in GERMJNY in its entirety, and distributed
privetcly to influential personages abroad. Thus, a
Swedish Mp would mect another Swede, who for this purpose
was ccting for the Kulturattache of the Embassy in
STOCKHOLM, et a social gathering. In the course of
conversation the MP would be “lent” a copy of the book
"which hed recently been published in ENGLAND", and which
the othcr "happened to heve with him",

The position in the US~ was different. "Tory MP"
had been published in }FRICA  The German Infn Librery
in NEW ¥ORK was instructed to buy Up copies end send them
to influéntial people on their mailing list, such as
isolationist scnators,  In fact, "Tor;s MP", according to
Prisoner, did the Dritish cause ruch harm, end was quoted
gluef'ully by isoletionists in Cohgr.ss and Scnete.
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For wider uge, & German version of "Tory MP" was
propared, I¢ ran to about a hundrod pages, amd omdtted
- the disperaging romarks about GERMANY, Fasoists, oto. .
The Gernoens added more "dirt" on Parliamontary personalities, ;
which, by sore oversicht, hnd been left out by the author, :
and tastefully illustrated it with-unflatiering drawings
and photograprhs of the MPs concerned, Distribution was . i
in the normal vay through the Embassics in neutral countries, :

-y -
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f) Reply to Pritish Whitc Faper on Optbreak of Hostilities )

S ity e

This pamphlet was written by Prisoner himse}f in
collaboration with Totschafter von MOLTKE, head of the
TDocunentation Section of the Ausw [iits In it Prisoner
did his best to discredit the British White Paper, seizing i
on the faoct that Lord H/LIPAX, during the last decisive :
days, hod not cxerted pressure on the Polish Govt to
réstrein thedr "agrrcssiveness', The German reply was
given out through the Do end Gernan radio, and also
isgued in pamphlct forwm through Embassies abroads -

PR—

i T

g) German roply to French Orenge Book

The Quai A'Orsay issued their own.version of the

H ~ circumstances leading to the coumencement of hostilities,

: which, however, was less factual than the British version,
Prisoner had less difficulty in demolishing the French case,
The German reply was distributed in the same way as the
reply to the Iiritish “hite Paper.

! _ h) Kriegsatlas : ;
i This idca was copicd 'ron the Oxford pamphlets .
“"The War in }inps%, and the colourful atlas contained
tendentious mps demonstrating Germen strategic needs, -

| . "Lebensraun" ond the rcst of the Goerman "dewmographic®

! ) cf fusions. It wes distributed in all neutral countries.

7. FPropagenda in Eneny Countrics

Prisoner states tint this was not the function of the Infm
Scc. During the¢ period under rcview the Sec mede one exception to :
the rule: It suggusted to the OK7 the producticn of a leaflet, ‘ :

" in the shape of an guturm leaf , to be dropped over enecy lines,

) On the rcverse wes printed a frev pass to the German lines, promising
preferential treatnent es Pi. The iden wus eccepted by the OKW and
later copied by the £llies,  Propeagando in enemy countries was: the
province of two special cormittees, viz:-

a) Englandsusschuss:

An inter-depsrtmenta) committee responsible foar overall
directives for politicel warfarc ageinst the UK. Prisoner
cleips he cen zive no infm about this committes, since the
Infam Soc, at leest during the "phoney war" period, was hoping
for an corly peace end was cereful not to antagonise GREAT.

*.. .. IRITAIN by histerical’ or dangerous propoganda, They
therefare thought political warfare ageinst the UK a mistake !
and took no interest in this committee, although they were. =

. Anatructed to scmi a represent&tlve {RENTZAY). y B
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"Tho cormitteo consistcd of rcprosenthtivcs from the

following depts:--

" Chairnan of Conitteo: Goh Ret HESSE
Jusw sint Depts: Preasc
. . Rundfunk

Pol .bt
Wirtschaft
Infornation

Fropezrnds Ministry

oK

Luft\r_!fci'ﬂhIWSJtab

Abw (2)

b) Frankreichausschuss

»

4 aipdlar inter-depertmental committee existed for
propaganda in FRINCE, hendcd, Frisoncr believes, by
Otto AIETZ. It ceased work after the occupation of
FRLNCE in Jwg 4O, The only example of its wark
Prisonér remembers is a series & pamphlcts on French
roliticians, which gave the impression of emanating from
a French Radical Socialist critic. #fter chout ten
pages the pamphlets switched over to virulent personal
attacks on the charccter of the politician in question.
The pamphlets werce scmehow smugzlad into FRACE via
GELGIWM .nd achieved a wide distribution.

8, Liaison with Qther Departrents .

a) Fropafenda Ministry

Linison was maintained with the fuslands Dept of the
Propagandn Ministry (BOHME and DRAUWEILER). Prisoner is
vague about the division of functirs between the two
depts, but states that co-operatio. was negligible. It
appears thnt a bone of contention was control of the
Kulturattanches at the Embassies, which was vested in the
ausw Amt, In spring LO intcr-departmental jealousy grew
to such an extent that o special Ftthrer Edict wes issued
to settle the matter: in fact, non-co-operation
continued as before,

b) OKW

The Infm Sec had its own LO (RANTZ. U) at the 0]07, whose
duties were to poss.-on all suiteble material as quickly a
possible (eg: war photogrephs for foreign release), Th
Infrm Sec also asked for directives through this channel,
and were given some strategic infm, since their propaganda
to neutra) countrics was deperdent 6n the military situation.
For instance, if GRMANY hed planned to attack GIBRALTAR in
the near future, this would have necessitdted a revision of
Gerren propaganda towards SFAIN, Prisoncr states that the
Infm Sec never received advance nows of impending military
operations in time. The Sec wes informed of the Western
Campnign and the fnvasion of NORWAY a few days before these
operetions started, but this wu: much too late for use ip
propegania. Thcrefore the Infr Sec could not help the
Wehrmicht to "sof tcn the ‘pround " Holitically before the -

Army struck.

8
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. HnJ SOLM begen produotion of "Signa.l" in summer 40. L
He was in touch with the Infm Sec regarding material, but Co
exoept for thnt there was no co-operation, .

o) Px'eaee and Rundfunk Abts, iugw_fmt

Liaison was. offected through /LTENBURG . Priaoner
ata.tes -that thero was no closg co-operatian,. elthough
" . Pfrequently cormon directives vwere received by all three -
- ‘depts fol¥owing RIDIENTROP's morning confsrences relating
" to co::non prosentation of important news. )

a) Wirtschaftm:.msterium

) Co-operation Tas good. The Int’m Sew mintai.ned a’

© .special :8ub=86¢, rd.rtschafts—h‘opa@nda which kept in

* olose touch.with -the um.istty. Tirtaohaf ts~Propagenda .

pubhshed a. fortnig)1t1y mgazine "Globus"; in ‘all .European
-languagea, which in-layout copied the "Reeder : ;gest" o
R “and eontamed reprmts of ‘articles. op- economi sub;}ects "
which ha.d appeared in the nxis-ccnh-ollod e

adm, was . suggcst ahroad that the worker was
uder Fasc:wm _than Demooracy

B mre damaging documﬂnt but Prlsoncr cla:u:s that he’ managed 1o stall
' -'RIBSEN‘I‘ROP until the . electlons were over, DIECKHOFF, who was also
pz'esant at these meetmgs, backed Prisoner in his general. argument that .
e German’ mtervenuon ‘on the side of WILLKIE in what. was en. J.nternal us.: -

* patter would merely serve to strengthen ROOSEVELT, =

a7 2
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In the course of theso conferencus Frisoner had opportunitics
of roising motters of hiph policy with LIDIENTRCP. At one time,
Prisoner, in association vit DIBCIHOFP, .LTONDURC, ABETZ and RAHN,
wes strongly in favour of . “iodercte" policy:towards FRLNCE;  even
now, Frisoner belioves that had the Germans cdnitted FRINCE as a
Junior portncr in the "Fun-Gernenic Commonwealth', the politioal
constellation in EUROTE would have Leen hard to unsettle, KIDGENTROF,
however, vas not in favour of such @ coursc, end HITLER, warned by .1is
intuition that GERLNY was not popular in TIUANCE, was in no mood to
make concessions.

Lt the last conference in Cet 40 RIGEINTROI offered Prisoner
the post of hoad of the Infr Sec, with the rank of Gesandter 1st Class,
The position had become vecant through LTENGURG's appointment as
Chairmun of the howrvnicn-Hungarian Frontier Settlepent Cormission
and RilN's trensfer as envoy to F:RIS.  Prisoner asked for 24 hours
to think it over.  He decided, howeyer, thet by becoming a state
officiel he stood to losc his political reputation, without being
zble to influcnce German foreign policy., Prisoner's avowed acbition
for some time had been that of king-maker, in his self-chosen role of
the man=behind-the-scenes: he wms prepered to bide his time until -
he could serve urnder anothor rorc malleable man whose political star
was on the risc, He thorefore declined RIBJENTROP's offer, a
rofusel which led to a period of almost conploto political iupotence until
in Prisoncer's "Egrnont" period he once rore became a power among the
Nozi setellites, and but for GERM/NY's defeat, might have becoue the
guiding brain behind the Foreign Minister-to-be, SCHELLENBERG.

10, Prisoner's Subscquent Contacts vdth Infn Sec

,

After Trisoner's refusal to serve under RIBBENTROP, relations
were strained behveen the two neh, Frisoner broke off his oonnoction
with the Infi. Sec and returnad to MUNICH. He continued to zct as
honorary adviser to the Swe, and visited it whenever he was in HERLIN.
He states that durifg the rollowingz years he was rarely consulted on
the work of the’scc, and is not faixilinr with its productions, but as
.2 journalist he w=s more than c¢ver interested in keeping up his iusw
Ant contacts. He ses cordinlly received in the Infn Sec and given

- access to susw Ant files which normally would not have besn availatle

to an outsider.

Prisoner has been questioned at length on his contacts with
Prof 7 . SIX, who in 143 succeeded WUSTER and STAHLECKER as head -of
the Infr Sec.  SIX invited Prisoner.to co~cperatc more closely with-
the new Kul-Pol Ab‘t, on the lines of Trisoner's previous work with
the Infm Sec. Prisoner was then one of the editors of the OKW poper
"3ignal®, and had occasionally teken part in conferences between the
two depts concerning cormon probleus of foreign propegenda.  Prisoner
. MmA the impression that SIX had littte idea of propaganda: his

.ppears that_h‘isoner disliked SIX on rersonal grounds., For -
«sons he 2gain declined to collaborate with: the sec, and his
pvcane very much rarer and were undertaken for his own infm,

“~and to exchangt news with TROTT zu SOL,Z2 and WERTH - his personal frienmds - .

who werce both working townrds the 20 July. iAfter TROTT's execution
Prisoner hardly entered ithe sce,  He states that $IX was not aware of .

. his role,es . "Eg3ont" for /mt VI, and denies knowledge of SIX's

previous association vith RSHi vIT,

struck him as crude, forceful and as inept as those of RISEENTROF, -

[OOSR+ W
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I

PRISONER'S LiST MEETING WITH SCHELLENBERG

FLENSDULG, 29 Apr - 1 Mny 45

(Seo clso Ngport by 3rd US irmy Interropution Centro,
dated 25 Jul 45; vef X 2126, and 020 Final

Report on SQEIMG, PP 108—110)

Evacuation of BERLIN

Towards the end of Mar 45, "risoncr had o long conversation
with SCHELLENEERG in 3BRLIN, in which he pointcd out that their joint

" efforts to arrange = negotiated pcaco with the Western Powers hed

cons to nothing, since the pre-requisite for such o move - the . :
liquidation of HITLER - hed not been fulfilled. Nor had HIMMLER had
the courage to bagin direct peace necohatmns wvith the Allies, The
tice for peace nerotiations, in Prisoner's opinion, was now past. He
congidered, thercfore, that his uscfulness hed come to an end, -and

did not propose to aweit the Nussian cttack on ZERLIN; he informed-
SCHELLENBERG thot he would leave ZERLIN with the dmt VI staff which
was then evacuating to BAVIRIA. SCHELLEMEERG did not share Prisoner! s
pessinisn, but asked him to remncin in touch with Standf SANDEERGER, in

charge of adn of Aat VI, who was also going SOUTH. v
Prisoner left immedietely aftcrwards with S.NDBEERGER's party,

rand arrived some days later at TEGELNSKE, vhere ist MUNICH had put a

house equipped with a WI station at their disposal. Finding the
accormodetion too crowded, Frisonsr ioved to another dillet in BaD
HEILBRUNN, in which town Ostubcf FAFFGEN end four or five others of
At VI were elso living. During the next few weeks, Prisoner
maintains thet he did nothing and was NOT in cormunication with Amt
VI, but he wes visited fromu tice to time by SANDEERGER, who kept in
touch with the RSH: staff scattered about the district.

T Messeges ‘from SCHELLENGERG

isbout 25 fpr 45 SANDHERGER visited FPrisomer and told him
that a 7T pessare from SCHRLIENBERG had just been received, requesting
Frisoner to fly to LUEECK for discussions. =~ Prisoner was at first
inclined to refuse, since he vias loath to leave BAVARIA again, and, in
any casd, S/NDBEKGR could not obtain an aircreft to take Prisoner
NORTH., He therafore ignorod the ressoage. .

A few days later S/NDDERGER, in @ state of great excitenment,
again called on Prisoner and told him thet a second WT message from
SCHELIENZLRG liad just been received, and thet an aircraft was now
stending by to toke Frisoner to LUBECK. Prisoner was still
reluctent to fo, but says he allowed himself to be versuaded by
SENDUERGER's argumwnt that. Prisoner could not know, whether SCHELL-
ENEERG had suoceeded at the last moment in entering into moré concrete
poace negotictlons. SANDBERGER hondcd Prisoncr o memorandum for
SCHELLENLERG on the reorgenisation of iut VI in the SQUTH,. under=..
taken by &LT}II\“HI"NEIR, which virtizlly amounted to d;ssolution
oft It VI. TANECK end SKORZENY wurt to bBe in ch&rge of whrt
rerained of the GIS in thc SOUTH. SiNDEELGEIR wyrgently requested
Priscner to obtrin written instructions fror. HIMMLEL: to rescind

KALTENDRUNNES: 's order,




.3, Prisoncr £1{%s NCRTH - . : -

.’.fte~ e trouble SANDIERGL found an :xirora.t‘t whioh would

_take Prisoner “to LUBECK. Prisoner left in.a Ju 88 at 0330 hrs on
.30 apr 45 from IBLING airfield (nr ROSEMHEIM) and arrived et IUEBCK
" at 0530 hra. In-LUBECK he contacted SCHELLEMBERG's secretery, who

.7 "told hin ‘thet SCHELLENERG wes in SYELEN.in connectionwith. the.

v fm;.DOT'E negotiations, but would arrive ‘that evening insFLENSURG.
' Frisoner left instructions to wire SCHELLENZERG of his arg vo.l, and

.7 7in the ofternoon flew on to F*ENSBURG. . Therc he hesrd .
© ' CHURCHILL and TRUM:/N had 1ssued a’ con.urﬂ.que on HIMMLER s peace )
-7 ’negotiations with TERN/DOTIE, categdricelly refusing to. entcrtain
7.4 offers directed solely to- the Festern Alli€s. Prisoner concluded
" that Purther necotiations were futile, end gove instructions to his )
. eircrefit to .8tand by to takc him hack to BfVI.RIh the.t m.ght. e

: l;,. .».P.cisonsr r..ects SCHEI.LEMER

SCHELLEMBERG ‘asked

. Prisoncr *:et SG!ELLENEEPG at 2%0 hrs.

SCI'EI.LENH-‘RG h::.s “uthorlty on 23’
msmz ‘uust_ bee.r responSJ.blllty

“ dismiss. RBEENTROP im:u,dz.e.tely. Prlsoner has no k'noﬂ::c’\,e af thls

neoting )

S
{




“place himsolf unrler DmITZ' orders, He was driving over:
: > ; DONITZ ! HQ, izediately, enl asked SCHELLENTEHRG to .adcom-
pony 'him to repart on the -Swedish ncootiations and to outline his -
.1deas for ths future. . Frisorer followed in another car with ‘
~H11MDR'5 ndautants. o ' :
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During the Journey SCHELLENIERG ond. Frisoner had their last
exhoustive discussdion, SCHELLENIERG once more uressud Prisoner to
romrin, but the latter deelincd om the srounds thot he thourht all
Turther efforts to save GERMWMNY doomcd to failure. Ho considered
his usefulness had ¢nded and did not wish to be publicly sssocinted
with the liquidation of the Third Leiech. (it the ‘time Prisoner still
had political anbitions for the future. ., reputation untainted by
the "shame" of having been responsible for the aruistice negotiations,
would have becn o veluable ossct, Similar charges had ruined the
careers of the WEDMAR politicians aftcr the 1914 ~ 18 war.)  Never-
thcless, he intirated that should the interin overmment develop into
a rovernrent of sone gtability, he would be avniletle. Frivotely,
Prisoner claims, he enticipated the worst, nlthouch he did not state

. this to SCHELLENIERG.

9"

In the course of conversction, KALTENSRUHMER was briefly
touched upon, SCHELLENBERG mentioned that, should Irisoner happen to
see SANTHEERGER or anyone clsc of the imt VI stafi’, he was to tell
them that neither HDMMIER nor himsclf recognised KiLTENDRUNNER's
orders, Prisoner believes that SCHELIEN'ERG also said thet HIMMIER
would countermand K:LTENERUNMER's orders by WT. He states
enphatically that no more wos said, ond thet he cerried back no other
instructions, espeécirlly since ne stressed to SCIELLENSERG that it
was doubtful whether he would see SiNDEERGER or anyone else,  The
cowrse of events-had overshndowed the internal politics of the RSHi.

Memorandum for SC}EILIIENBERG

" In"FLENSDURG Frisoner bude ~ solemn farewell to SCHELLENHERG,

end wished him success in the future.  SCiELLENEZRG asked Frisoner
to leave him another mire detoiled meroranium on German policy af ter
the ‘unconditional surrender, which hu jroposed to submit to KROSIGK
on his return from COPENHAGEN. This document Prisoner drew up that
evening; he left it with SCHELLENZERG's. sccretnry in FLENSSURG. It

contained the fol low:mg points: -

a) The cardinal aim of Germn policy must be the

meservation of r central German goverrment; in spite of the

Alied zonal division. /s o suitable figurehead BRUNING's .
The jucricans should bs

~ neme might be put forward,
approached Por permission to contact GRUNING. (BRUNING

had been mentiomd previocusly by Prisoner in his "EGMONT"
Roports, see Lppendix &, paras 1 and 9). ' The new govern-
ment could only include per..onalltles not uompromsed in the

eyes of the aAllies.

YB) - 1In order to plecate the mles and to'gain the above
concession, the f‘ollm measures woula have to be -
n.nsntuted irmediatel;’

(13 Dissolution of the NSDAP, SS and affilinbcd orgs.

(ii) Disbandment of Gestapo; selzure of all Gestupo
offices and records,

C (1) In view af £llied disclosures of conditions in the.u o

concentration canps, ‘a German definitico and "
p.rcsecunan of . "wer crim:mals" was adviseble.
(SCHEILENFERG hHad rentioned MULLER, Amtschef IV,
~and- Opruf ‘POHL as the chief war criminels),
(1v) A atr:.ct ban on all Werwolf activities. :

LABLE GOPY
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’ SCHELLEMBERG in this calaclty during a crucial period in SCHELLENDERG's
‘political career.

. time.  Again, SCIELIENDERG's essertion that Prisoner returned SOUTH

¢) Prisoncr edded o personal rider for SCHELLENSERG In
ordor to presérve his political future, he viould have to
dissoointe himself from HIMMLER (until the very end,
SCHELLZNDERG had been unable to appreciate how compromised
HDZLER was in ,11lied eyes, and had, in fect, assumed thet
he would remain in the DONITZ government. HDI'LER had wade
SCHELLENLERG; it wos, for the latter, u question of personal
loyalty. ) ,

Prisoner met MROSICK later on in American captivity. He
loarned from him that OCHELLERIZRG hed put forword thoe points rmen-
tioned above, Only thc ban on Werwolf had been oarried out; DINITZ -
could not bring himself' to swallow the rest of Prisoner's advice.

Return to D4VaRIs

Prisoner left FLENSLURG by plane at 0200 hrs an 2 May 45.
ifter e dangerous flicht Qwring which he was repeatedly chased by
British nightefirhters, he lended early in the morning in FRAGUE.

In th¢ following night he flew on to SALZBURG and continued from there
by car. Zmerican troops had alreedy overrun BAD TOLZ, and Irisoner
had to walk the lest 30 ki Prisoner claims that af'ter his return

. he sew nonc of the Ant VI staff, and did not c¢ven attempt to pass on

SCHELLENTERG's verbzl mescazce  He remained in BiD TOLZ until his
arrest on 1 Jun 45,

Conclusion

" Comparison of Prisoncr's ".rd SCHELUER{BERG'S statepents
(v1de 020 FK on SCHELLENRERG, 7 10€ - 110) has disclosed discrepancies,
the most curious of which is SCHELLENFERG's omission to mention that
he twice surmoned Frisoncr -to LUGECK for consultation (this has
slready been confirmed independently by SANIBERGER) and his essertion
that Frisoner returned SQUTH on his instructions. Al) infm available . ;
bears out Prisoner's contention that his relation to SCHELLENGERG .
wes solely that of politicel adviser, and he was sumaoned to

Prisoner merely took vith hin SANDBERGER's memorendum on the
reorganisation in the SOUTH, but neither Prisoner, SCHELLENHERG nor
HIMMLER attached much importsnce to KALTENERUNNER's activities at the

on his instructions would seem. to be an overstatement; in fact,
SCHELIENTERG merely gave Prisoner u vague verbal message which he new
H‘i;oner,} in the circumstances, wcs most unlikely to deliver.

i
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/FFENDIX D
PRISONEL 'S TR.LVELS (3ROLD

(1925 = 1945)

1. Introduction

. Prisoner has been questioned in detail on his foreign travels.
It was souoht to establish the suggestion thrown .out in the brief
that therc was more in his travels then jownalistic reporting; that
they in fact served as cover for an ccobolic and political int -
tdssion for the GIS or Lusw Amt. Frisoner has emphatically denied
‘this, nor has infm come to hand which would .indicate that he was any-
thing but what he claimed to be, an 1nfluent:|...l German pol:.tlcal :
:Journalist. :

On the other hzmd it must Ye rememberecd that.Prisoner a
journalist with a reputatlon and ambition, was in close contact with
h:lghly placed personelities on whom he impressed his experience and
.views formed durmg his travels, the more so, since his real con-
nctions ‘and views were running counter to the current German.pro-~

' Thus Prisoner wes able to oxert. privately considerable
© .infliénce (through Albrecht EAUSHOFER on Rudolf HESS, through DIECK-
) HOFF, RAHN and :CBETZ on’ RIB"MOP, much later througb SCHEILEFEERG
on HILMEP) s .o

On’ his return from the US in 1938, Prisonexi wade his views
on AMERICi's attitude: known to high Prrty and State functionaries |
asserbled at the NUREMBERG Rally (see para 14). . .After his return
from the Mjddle East in Mar 39, he sounded a warmng through DIECK-
HOFF (see para 9). In iug 39, dismayed by RISCENTROPR'S intransigent
attitude at a conference at FUSCHL (sce Appendix B, para :3) Prisoner
prophesied that Germon -agression in POLAND would meen,a) war with. the 7.
British Empire;, b) that the Frenmch would not prevent thie British o

_ reversal of the policy of appeasement, and ¢) that the US would -enter

" the war six months later. This memo was pacsed. in two copies via -

" AYVretht' BAUSHOFER; - ene copy for .HESS and ‘one for HITLER. - In Sep”
39 HESS! edjutant appeared at Prisoner's Office and confiscated the’:
file copy and shorthand notes as "Top Secret" " this is the only
ctffic:.al reaction known to Prisoner. Similar critical memos to Gen
Obst JOIT, were by—products of Priscner's v151ts to SPATN :.n 1%3 and

194, (sve paras 24 and 28).

. : Such crlta.clsms of aspects of German foreign policy can

" hardly. be ‘regarded as political int reports, the more.so, . since they
were unsolicited and not premedlt:\'bed. Pr:.soner's h'avols appear.
to be;. thérefore, of little CI*value. They isve been listed briefly: -

_in chronological order, and some of his more imyortant journeys have
been treated in sore detall. . .

3

1925 ITALY : ' Holiday with Prisoner's parents.

1926 VIENNA and BUDAPEST  Stuly trip during Universu,y :

: : summer holidays.

1927 LITHUANIA, ESTONLA  Six weeks! Jjourney, mamly in
and LATVIA RSVAL, (TALLINN) and RIGA

—_F-
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3 1928 POLAND and Several weeks! journey, gathering
4 . © CZBCHOSLOVAKIL raterinl for his doctor's degree,

' much of which was used in his
book "Zvisoheneuropa und die
Deutsche Zukunft'.

1929 summer BALTIC ST.LTES Several weeks! journey, more€
‘l ’ . material for his book,
1930 sumuer SWITZERLAID Attended 3-nonths summer course

in GENEVA at Oxford School of
International Relations under
Frof ZIM'ERN, followed by hol:.day

: in SWITZERLAND. !
autum LIBAU Fortmight's holiday. l
1931 YUGOSL.NIA, 'BULGZRIL Six weeks' journey for more
HUNGAIY material for “Zwischeneuropa".

Financed by grant from HEIIKLIBERG
Socioloriical Institute.

autuzn P:RIS Fortnightt's holiday.
1932 PRAGUE - Brief trips as free-lance .
* PARIS - correspondent far "Die Tet".
LONDON
LENINGRAD A few days' visit at the

invitation of Ges KOSTER, German
Envoy in RIG.. )

Sep-Dec  GENEV: - Working in the Secretariat of
the Lqogus of Nations, .
1933 spring CROATIA Several weeks' journey; visit

to Prof IWIC, Prof of Sociology . . i
at 2iGREB, followed by holidny Lo
on Isle of RAD. et

autumn Northern ITALY Gathering material as: free-lzmce
. jowrnnlist, ;
Dec /RIS ’ Fortnight's visit to PARIS es’

. correspondent for Minchener
’ Neueste Nachrichten (MMN).
o 193, Mexr -~  EOME . Covering WUSSOLINI-DOLFUSS-GOMBOS
’ Conference for MNN.
autumn STITZERILND and ITALY Two weeks! holiday in LOCARNO, )
GENQs and SANTA MARGHERITL LIGURE.

1935 sumer  LONDON Brief trips to cover stories for
' PLRIS - "MNN (Sudeten question, Anglo-
~ " FRAGUE German Naval Agreement, League
' EREVA of Nations Session). :
autumn DAIMATTA, GREECE, Originally planned as a holiday, o .
V DUIGJL{LL, ROUMNIA but became a tour of the BALKANS - i
HUNGARY far MNN on the BALKAN attitude
) towards the fAbyssinian war. - )
1936 Feb ROME . Few weeks as correspordent for _ r

MNN, dealing with German-Italian
relations (AUSTRIA) end Abyssinian
war, Prisoner was received by

Lo : . ) AUSSOLINI.
PR : May/June. GENEVA Attended. two sessions of the-
. . League of Natlons on tbyssinian
mi
. Summer STEIEN - .Few weeks' summer hohday. )
1937 Jan-Mar  MIDDLE EAST ) EGYPT, PALESTINE and- SIRTA.

Journey undertaken for MNN.
Details will be found &t peras i
4 and 5. . i

— ;




L SRR

‘-

BLE COPY

- iii -

sUImor PARIS

autum ITALY

1938 [pr - iug USL

Sep LONDON

1939 Jan - Mar MIDDLE EiST

" Aug VENICE

1940 Jan COFENHAGEN
THE HAGUE
| AMSTERDAM
May STOCKHOLM
June EELGRATE
SUDLPEST
* hug/Sep’ PiRIS
... .Dec . PiRIS and RHEIMS
1941 spring = ROKE
. May  LISBON and MAIRID
LA%2 RUSSLA
1943 Mar ROME
. Jum/Jul MAIRID pnd LISSON
1944 Apr COPENHAGEN
‘May MADRID and LISBON
Aug MILAN and FASANO
hug - " PARTS
Nov ' CRICOW
Dec COPENHAGEN -

Sient one week as fuest of the
Condte FILNCE-ALLEM/GNE at )
International “Jorld Bxhibition.
Two weeks' holiday. :
Journay undertaken for MNN, also
gothewing material for his bock
"Der masslosc Kontinent". Details :...
will be found at paras 10 - 14,
Stayed therc for a few Cays efter
retarn from US, covering Sudeten
crisis.

EGYPT, SAUDI ;iRABIA, TRAQ, IRAN,
nFGMNISTuN, Sev_ond Middle East
Journey underteken-for MNN, -« Also
cethering paterial for his book
“Juden, BZnglénder und Araber in
P..LASTINA". Fox'-dctc\ils see
peras 6 - 9.

Lttending Biennial Exhlb;td.on.
Short lecture tour for Irfm Sec,
Ausw ist, on "Economic and |
Folitical Unity of New Eu.rope“
lecturcs arrenged by Kulturattaches

.of Erbassies,

Lectures as cbove, through ’Deutsch—
Schwedische Gescllschaft.
Lecture os above. )

" Stopped for two days to ta]k .

lungarian politics vuth German
Correspondents there, notably
KORNHUBER .of MNN.

nccompanied RABN to PARIS after tge
occupation (see paras 15 & 16):°

Visit to RAHN and LBETZ (see: para 7). - o

Pos dayatiwisit for "Slgnal .
Short visit to DIECKHOFF (aee
para 19). .

Serving ‘as Lt nth Propaganda

Coy on the Esstern:Front.
short visit for-"signal® to
discuss tech and distribution
problems for Italian edition. .
Visit to DIECKHOFF (see. para 22).
Short visit to HEST and meating
with KRIMER (see para 29). .
Visit to DIECKHOFF (see para 25)
Officially for "Signal"; . main
purpose to visit RAHN and ask him
to intercede.for TROTT zu SOLZ, ..
condemed to deatb feor 20 July
conspu'acy. .

Reporting’ on . the "Fa.'Ll of PARIS"
(see para: 18)
Lecture to.staff 'f' a Heeresgruprpe
on 1ntermtlom.1- effeirs; -

. Short visit to HEST and meehng with

KRIILER ?see para, 30)
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I. _Joum:r's 70 THE MIDILE E.ST

Urdertaken fér, and finanoed by, the liinohencr Neues:t:e"
Nachnohten, reporting on the politicol s:.tuation in the MmDLE
d‘lsT.

‘mst,:oumey, Jan - Mar 1937

oL JJ.EX}ML. ~ 0.IHO =~ LUX.OR ~ LSWAN = \TADI HALF_A - SUDuN ;
air from KHh.\TOUM to CI.IRO - J"?US.AIEM - HATFA - TEL AVIV

" __i@ correspondant of nm
iness. men in-EGYET (names forgotten);
rian School in CaIRO.: :
8 of: arphaedlorical Insta.mto. _ Very’
current sltuntion. oo

b_(..),“Corresp'o fent " of” "Daily Tele aph"
"t a mnnber rof nra'b :)ourno.l:.sts and_ po




-V -
Emgﬁiena {c ontd)

-.Officers of Eryptian nrr.;', whom Prlsoner net casually in
. us"th ’

Several students beloncing to radioal pationalist circles.
. Some of the younger opposition politiaions of the WAFD.

b) PALESTINE -
Gems.ns

Gérman Consul~General DUHLE and Vice-Consul DITTMAR.
Ir Franz REICHERT, representative of DND. .
- Gernan farrmers and business men of German settlement
CVILHELMINA mr JiFFh,. -
) German ‘business wen in JERUSLIEH HIIFA, ’ELAVW

f,'_.'Bnmh S

B ':The .High Cozmnssioner for PAI.ESTDE, Gen WAUCHOEE.
Public Relations Officer, and so1e other members of
o ndministration. .

: ‘Arub o

e The Mufti of" JERUSALEN S : e
| AUNI BEY -ATDUL' HADI, Leader of ISTIQILAL Party.
Cha:lrman of Higher Arab’ Conrdttee. 7 -
Some othsr lesding /frabs in. covernment posltio‘_

6 Moyor. of \JERUSALEN, L

er s’ oi‘ the Arab Comnittees of HAIFA and_TlmU_AS

Officials of the VAAD IEMI. o '
: 'Offlcials of ‘the Jewish Agency in JERUSAIEM, in va.rious
h * Jewish sﬁttlements. S :
'1.Jevnsh wrlters, lawvars, etc in- 'I'EL AVIV

Germn Consul-Generel SAIIER, who J.rtroduced Prisoner
: officmls :of the. French Admindstration and. al'so
-gone ; Syrlan polit:.c:ans (names forgotten)

. s'e‘i:oiﬂ"'.:r.otn'ngy;‘}mn :'-'~ Mgr"-1939
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g;n'bacts and Persondiities‘_ :

&) ‘EGYPT >

Prisoner looked up his former oontuota. " In addition e et
’ the f‘ollowing~- : : . S

) Garmaxm

' '-Leg Sek von, hEIDEN of the Embassy, had replaced SIE@‘RIED'
' .and ‘had been insiz'uctcd by the- Ambassador to assis’c
Pr:Lsoner in svery ways

. l,_ra'bs

. Chief of Egyptian Genérai store
HIRTS AFTFL Pashe: ~

“Rrad; emig:vcs fT0m PALESTINE.
“THe Mayor of BAGHDAD. N ,
‘Sbelk A$TL, Chief of the, SH.LLmR ’I‘r:.ba.
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Publiontions

i series of twelve to fifteen articles appsared in the VNN
after each Jjourney., .. large number of photographs were nade
available to the litinchcner Illustrierte Fresse, Prisoner's book
"Juden, Englérder und .xnber in Pal#stina®, appec\red in 1938
(DIEIERICHS).

Qther Contacts

Frisoner denies that he made any other use of the infm he
tathered on Bis journeys. The .usw .t was owore that Frisoner had
gone, but he did not subiit o report on his return, Ges von HENTIG,
a personel friend of Prisoncr, gave him one or two introductions to
lrabs in IR.Q, but other than that, he received no assistance,

Prisoner gathered the imrression that, in spite of the
appca.,ement policy in LONDON, tho British in the MIDDLE E/ST were
preparing for war and recorded war with GERMINY as inevitable. He
sadd as much publicly in his articles, eond asked his friend, Ges
DIECKHOFT in the .iwusw uat, to convey a warning to this effect in
of ficial quarters.

IT. JOURNEY TO USA
Lpr =~ Aug 38

Purpose

To revort on current developments in the USa, especially
on the smerican attitude towards GERM NY. The journey was under-
taken for, and finenced by, the MNN, and the Munchener Illustrierte
Presse, From May 3B onvards, sixteen articles appeared in the MNN -
rnd three illustrated articles in the MIP.  Prisoner's book "Der
asslose Kontinent" was largcly based on impressions gethered during
this trip, but did not appear until spring 42.

The immediaste recason far the trip was an invitation from
DIECKH(FF, thon Germen .mbassador in the US, and a close personal
friend of Prisoncr!'s. DIECKHOFF wrote to Prisoner that he would
welcome his visit, since, in his opinion, fmerican affairs were not
being fully reported or even understood in GERMsNY. DIECEKHOFF had
sent a similer invitation to Rudolf KIRCHER, the editor of the
"Frankfurter Zeitung', who hed toured the US three months wreviously.

" Frisoner travelled with his wife, In NEW YORK they bought
a second-hand car and motored throuch the US. They were given
introductions by the German Embassy to meny "representative fimerican
personclities",  Geruan consulates were advised in advance of their
arrival, and arronged introductions to local personalities.  Frisoner
was at poins to keep his tour informal and unofficial,

a) NE¥ YORK

Cuest of the German Gen Konsul BORCHERS, who gave two
reccptions for Irisoner, at which he met well-known NEW YORK writers

and journalists,  iwong the fuests were:-

—— e e




.following: -~
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Mr CERF (Publisher), .

Frs /nne HcCORMICK (Ovmer, New York Times),

'r BUELL (Poruign Tolicy ..ssocirtion),
niepresontatives fronm Interhaticonal News ..gencies.
Journalists from Wew York dnilies.

Prisoncr also met soww of the editorial staff of "Time",
"Life", and "Fortune", in perticular, Mr D..VENFORT, co-editor of
"Por tunc®, He also had several talks with Honry ani Claire LUCE.

b) T.SHINGTON

Prisoner stoyed for four wecks as guest of DIECKHOFF.
DIECKHOFF complained about L{IBIENTROF's short-sighted policy in his
treatnent of the US, especially his cncouregement of the "Bund", -

He gave Prisoner insigcht intc 21l revelant fusw jmt files, which he
brought out with hin to his residoence, During the four weeks,
I'risoner attended the ruceptions given by the ..bassedor, two of

them in Prisoner's honolr, apart from. the Eubassy staff, who in
turn invited Frisoner to their houses and throush whom he met their
personsl friends, toth Gertans and fmericans, Prisoner was introduced
to a nuober of Senators, reprosentetives and members of the State
Dept. - He cen now recall the namcs only of Rep NYE, Senators )
VANIENBERG, WHEELER, VAGNEii end T:(FT. To 2ll-of these, in so far as
they needed comvincinz, Frisoner expounded the beneficial and .
rationel influence of Nazi GERILNY on ZUROPE, dismissing the shedier
side of the picturc with o shrug ond an assurance that it was
designed to keep the ignorant Gerran masses quict.

Prisoner also had a talk with John LEWIS, then alreedy an
opponent of ROOSEVELT's. LEIVWIS wes ¢ attentive listener to
Prisoner's smooth account of Nezi "Socialism" for the German working

cless,

Through tke Embassy, Frisoner was granted interviews with the

President ROOSEVELT Herc Frisoner's cherm failed to impress.
ROOSEVELT <ngrily denounced GERMANY 's
annexation of AUSTRL., contemptuously
dismissed Friscner's protest that the
annexation wns the wish of the “entire
hustrian people®. Ls & result of
ROOSEVELT's frigid reception and his
sincere dislike of Nazism, Prisoner
reported ~ and later elaborated the theme
in his book, "De¢r liasslose Kontinent" -
that ROCGSEVELT was filled with hatred for
all things Geruan, was se; t on destroying
Geruian Kultur, end already then (1938) was
preparing for an aggressive war. - He'
rationaliscd his prejudice by saying that
internal difficulties with the New Deal
forced ROUSEVELT to focus discontent on an
external victim (thriving GERMANY).

Cardell HULL Secretery of State Routine

Harold ICKES Secretary of the Interior official

Henry WALLACE Secretary of .Acriculture interviews.

ST AVAILABLE COPY




~ 12 NEW YORK Fmal Talks mth DIECKHOF"

' "_‘.‘.Amencan 1solaﬁonlsm, and wzs 11ke1y to- ;;row-ln proportion to
- -4 . X

o) TENVESSEE

Thorouzh inspection of the TENNESSEE VAILEY AUTHCRITY,
and lons talks with the two leading TVA officiels, Lr David
LILIENTHAL end }ir MORGAN.

4) NEW ORLEANS ~TEXAS - SANTA FE - CALTPORNIA

Prisoner celled on locel notebles en route, ep small-town
bossss, editors of loccl papers, Jjudges, etc, Occasionally he.
visited e celebrity, eg Morgerct MITCHELL in ATLAMMA (“Gone with
the Wind"), In HOLLYHOOD Prisoner toured the film studios.

e) SAN FRANGISCC - SALT LAKE CITY - KANSAS CITY - SATNT IDUIS

Leisuroly return DiST, egain stoprping to talk to local
notebles. A week's stay in SAINT LOUIS.

£) CHICAGD

. ~-Invited by the North~Western University to leg.ture on e
"Pan-European Fedoration”. This telk was badly received, ‘end’

- Prisonér.was directly ettacked in an after-dinner speech by the

_.-.Presidentd’ the University. He &lso spoke hefore various clubs
and’ soc15t1&s in the ecity. o R .

, {g) mmorr

B . Through the German Consul, Prisoner was mttoduced to the_

. ‘Gemeral Managsr of . FORD's, and cbtained an interview with Edsel FORD -
in IE:&IBG& ‘Extensive Visit to GENCRAL MOTORS, followed by *
invitation to address leading automobile mdustrlallsts at en
:Lnforml ueetlx. ) )

h) CLEVELAND )

- . Short stay theré; tho Germ'm Consul. :Lntroduccd him to
:Lnfluential buslness cu-clcs. . .

. 1) BosmN
- V:let to Harvoxd Umvers:.ty.

Pnsoner retm:ned to. NEW JORK, where he renamed for a
_-forthht before leaving for (ERMANI. DIECKHOFF cape up from.
WASHINGI‘ON, and asked: Pr:.scmer to support his apparently Térie voice .
arong Nazi poht1c1e.ns at home ‘and- 1mpress ‘upen them; that the, "Stop

GER}{ANY X expanslon. (see

Y:
asked Prlsoner to support him puollcl-y in his paper.

ABLE GOPY

Prlsoner 01&1135
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that during his stay ho did not meet KUHN, or attended a "Bund" rally,
Nevertheless, from his talks with .ruericans he forrmed the same -
impression as DIECILOFF, and subsequently reviewed the "Buni
unfavourably. A8 Prisoner and DIECKHOFF had anticipated, this

‘article provoked ths i0 to indignation. Prisoner was publicly

and privately roprimanded by the Propagands Ministry. He forwnrded
all this nateriel to DIECKHOFF, who, in turn, tock the case ap an
opportunity for sending ':nother of ficial memorandun coxxlemmng Germon
backing (his efforts, howcver, were unrewarded). .

DIECKHOFF further asked Prisoner to cnploy George Sylvester
VIERECK as the US correspondent of the MMN., To this Prisoner agreed.
This is the only instance vherc Prisoner is known to hove been in

. direct contact with an int a>cnt (with the cxceptlon of the "Egmant"

period) and may therefore be of intecrest.

VIERECK's Employrent by the MMN

DIECKHOFF introduced Prisoner to VIERECK during his visit in
TTASHINGTON. VIERECK wes an ille;itimateé son of Kaiser Wilhelm IT,

- who had lived in the US for neny years, During the 1914 - 18 war,

he edited the pro-Gerian "Des Vaterland” and had mony acquaintances
acong Senators end representatives, especially the isolationists.
DIECKHOFF used VIERECK as an infarmer on the WASHINGTON political
scene. Apparently in order to help VIERECK financially, DIECKHOFF
asked Prisoner to teke him on the steff & his paper, tut his
Journelistic ebilities were poor, and when DIECKHOFF was recalled from
the US towards end 1938, Prisoner wished to dismiss the man.
DIECKHCFF, bowever, wns anxious to continue to receive VIERECK's

vr sports, rsked Prisoner %o kecp VIERECK oit his staff, end agreed to ‘

refund his selary of g 500 per month,

VIERECK's weekly reports arrived by air mail via the
EERMUDAS, and bore, af'ter Scp 39, british censorship stamps. They
were addressed to the MNN and were only signed with a rectangle
(VIERECK = rectangle in German), a copy of which was forwerded by
Prisoner to DIZCKHOFF in the ijusw amt. The reports contained
clippings fror Armerican papers and articles, the opinions of citizens:

in Cepitol Hill, interspersed with "inside tips" on future Presidential

policy, what notables had been received at the White House, and notes
on industrial developrent and production bottlenecks. Only the latter
itews were of value., Prisoner states that the reports reflected the

" current political atmospherc in WASHINGTON, and were, for DIECKHOFF,

a useful cocplement to the official reports from the German Anbess=~
ador, while, aTter AMERIC. entered the war, the scarcity of int from
the US wes such, that even these mslgnlflcant messa.ges were valuable.

In spring 41, the MNN patd VIGRECK a lump sum of s’ 10,000
ie elg,htee.n months! salary in advance, . Shortly after the outbreak .
of wer, VIERECK was arrested by. the. FBI and the connection cessed, *

Prisoner has since been informed 'at OBERURSEL that copies of all .

10,

reports went were found in VIERECK's flat in NEW YORK. Prlscmer is
positive that VIEHECK was only working as personal V-man for DIECKHOFF,
ani not for the GIS. He asked SCHELIENEERG in 1344 whether he knew
of VIERECK, but the letter replied in the negative.

Prisoner Reports on his US journey

In Sep 38, Prisoner attended the NUREMBERG Party Really, in
order to vern the' leeding Nazi functionaries that should it come to
wer with the UK, the US:i would, in his opinion, join within six sonths,

AVAILABLE COPY
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This wes in fulfiluent of his proudsc to DIECKHOFF that he would use
his influence to support DIECKHOFF's sinmilar views. Prisoner had
talks vith RIBENT- OP, WEIZSHACKER, DIETRICH, /MsNN, ROSENBERG, HENLEIN
(the Sudeten Leader), GOEBBELS, NAWGANN ~nd FRITZSCHE. Lxcapt for
VEIZSACKER cond FRITZSCHS,,Prisoner's warning fell on deaf ears, He
later learned that thc roports of the German wmilitary cttaohe in
WASHINGTON, Gen von BOTTICHER, were largely responsible for the
preveiling sense of complacent security. Prisoner states that
except for this he rwde no report to oany other official quarter.

III. VISITS_TO_FRANCE

Eerly iug 4O
When RAHN took up his Ausw Ant eppointment in EARIS he asked

Prisoner, at the time still editor of the }NM, to accompany hin, as a .

personal friend, and "adviser" on pplicy. Prisoner also covered the
occupation of PARIS far his peper. He siayed for ten days, and speit
nost of his time going througch French Foreign Office files, Ho was
toying with the idea of preparing e pemphlet compiled from French
docunicnts proving French wex suilt, He states that be met few French -
personelitics, since these had not yet returned to PARIS, but he had
long discussions with RAHN on what he considered the proper policy

towards FRANCE.

Sen 40

: -~ Prisoncr returned to PARIS for o few days at RAHN's invit-
ation. He wet a number of French collaboretionists, with whom RAHN
and Frisoner discussed the current political situntion, ' Prisoner is
still under the irpression that the Germans were joyfully roceived by

the French, who, epparently, wvere able to forget their military defeat.

Prisoner also went through more diplomatic documents, but came to the

,conclmuon that there wes not sufficient ev:.dence a.va.nlable to produce_»
’ the sensational pamphlet be hzd in mind, :

10 Dec -14.0

Prisoner was invited by Gen SCHAAL, GOC of a Pz Lehr Div at
KREHIMS, to lecture to his steff on Pranco-Gormen relations, From
RHEINS Pnsoner went again to PARIS, staying with RAHN for o few days.

" Prisoner states that he arrived at the time of the LAVAL crisis, when

18. 1

ABETZ"end . RTGEENT OP's policics towards FRINCE for the first time
clashed openly. Prisoner spent many hours encouraging RAHN and ABETZ

to persist in a "sane",lenient view, as apposed to RIBEENT..OP's harsh .

treatment of FRANCE.

2-19Al_1§141+

Prisoner went officially to FRANCE for 'Slgml" in order to
gathsr a personal impression of the invasion and to hear . first-hand
reparts at GHQ. Heeresgruppe ‘B; then at SAINT—GEPMAIN . Prisoner had
lengthy com'ersat:.on with the Ic, Cen mlMEN'H(IIT Who told him ‘that .
the campaign in FRANCE wes -all. ‘but over,’ Prlsox)er was received by -

Feldmerschall von KLUGE, who was in-a tlack .rage, -and told him pom'b- )
-blank that the war was lost and that’ E[TIBR KEITEL and. JAI wers; :

incompetent fools (ICLUGE cormitted suicide a few weeks later)

VAILABLE COPY |

——— e s+ e
.




- xii -

e In PARIS, Prisonor called on ,BETZ to disouss the political
inplications of t.e Gormen dofeat in FRANCE.  ABETZ apporently was
living in a drcan world untroubled by victorious Allied armies; he
was then in delicate and coriplicated nerotiations with HERRIOT, whereby
LEETZ would formelly hand over the Government of FRANCE to a "Froench
National Asserbly" ‘(events moved too fest and /BETZ' symbolic cere-
rony ended in undignified rout). _

Prisoner claims that thc Parisiens, during these last few
days, were extrenely friendly towards the remaining German garrison.
Up to the time when Prisoner left on 19 iwug, three days before the
liberation, there wes no trace of FFI activities. Prisoner was so
impressed by the syampethetic ettitude of the citizens that he
recorded this in an erticle-in "S:Lgnal" called "tme Last Days of
PiRIS",

Pr:.soner clains that he made NO i‘urther uge of his conversatians
with ABETZ and von KLUGE. He wrote'a lengthy report at OHERURSEL on
the subject.

. . IV. __Visits to SPAIN and FORTUGAL
Fi st Visit- : ) o . N
sz 415" Visit. to uSTORIL _ )

L Prlsoner upcnt a fartnight at ESTORIL nr LISBON oa 'behalf of

-"the MNN He s‘cayed ot the fotel Firamer, ESTORIL. : ]

‘20, PurEs -
The purpose of his visit ms to gein an ob:}ect:uw 1x:xpression
of - the effects of the bombing of LCNDON, and the po]_:.tzcal an:uatlon

~ denemlly.
falllbihty of the Propaganda Hinistry, suspected  that Germn claims
were not in perspective.  Hc was. therefore anxious to talk to *wel_]_.-

o informed perso“a in a neutral cou.ntry and check theu conclusions
'_ age.inst his “OWlie . .
21. Comtacts

Prlsoner clains that he did not attempt to oontact any
member ‘of - the GIS in FORTUGAL or GERMAN? far inside infp. .He pro-

fegses’to- have hed & low opinion of -Abw, and believed that Germn
fote:.gn ‘correspondents were much bet-ter informed and had theu' own.

circie of usefu‘l contacts.

ASH will be seen, some af the .)ov.mnahsts wez-e 4n, fact members';
i of the GIS. Prisoner denies beirng -aware of’ t)us, end: aid- not seek to
12 I ] inun.r :Lnto h:Ls uufornnnts' sources. . e .

"'Pnsonefr recalls mecnng the fonow:.n.g -

German Anbassador in LISBON.
eourtesy call only. e
Forelg,n Correspordeﬁt’ of . "Frankf‘urte!‘
2éitupg". - Extreviely well-informed .
~ (Note: wawn to have been on intimate
.. terms'with Richard SCHMIDT, IM,LISBON)

" Hans SELIGO.  DINADAG Correspondent, forparly MNN
correspandent in LONDON. AlBO well
J.nfomed. [

Prisoner, listening to British broadcasts ard ‘awrre of the -

"Foriﬁal' . ’
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Heinrich BARON Correspondent of "Berliner Bdraen
Zeitung (Note: Known to have worked
for ibw in PARIS; Ybelloved to have

: been a nmember of the SD in LISBON).

Frau VERMEREN Correspondent of "Das Reich". Exception-
ally well informed, with many caontacts
in Portuguese and Spanish circles.
(Note: Mother of Erich VERMEREN of

: KO TURKEY). '

BRACATD MNN Correspondent, Prisoncr later
learned that he was. "somehow"
connected with KO PORTUGAL.

Itelien Diplomat (nape forgotten) First Secretary (?)
at Italian Legation in LISBON, from
whom he received a very exact .account
of the borbing of LONDON, which had
been given by an Italian priest
recently returned from LONDON.

~ xiii -

Prisoner ulso met officiels of the Portuguése propaganda org,
whose names he no longer recells.

4 secondary purpose of Prisoner's visit was to organise the
purchase of American and jllied literature through BRAGARDs Since the
war the MNN had been allotted a quota of foreign.literature -through
the Propaganda linistry, but this was insufficient, Prisomer was
especially keen to obtain regular supvlies of "Fortume", which was
wg_ll-informedrand apparently unaware of security restrictions. '

Lastly, Prisoner treated this visit es an unoff:.cial
hol:.day, and spent some time collecting material for his forth- -
corzing book, "The Age of Icarus", .
Second Visit
Jul L} Vlsit to. IJAmID

Prlsoner stayed for three weeks at the German Embassy as
guest of Armbassador DIECKHOFF. ¥hen DIECKHOFF was apointed fo-

. SPAIN, he 1nv1ted ‘Prisoner to come and see hin. At the time.

23.

Prisoner was a Dt in the frry, att OKW/MN Pr, and working on "Slgxﬁl
He arranged with his chiaf, Gen von WEIEL, that he should be off:.clally

-sent to Gen KRIMER, Wehrmachtsattache at the Embassy, to obtain the

Generel's suggestions for improvenent of the Spanish edition of
"Signal".  KREMER had barely heard of the paper, and after half-an-
hour's talk, followed by an invitation todnner, Prlsoner 's official
mission was completed,

Purpose ‘and Contacts

" Prisoner's real purpose was to obta:m for his own. use infm

about politlcal conditions in the UK.and US4, and on conditlons An

SPATN generally, while at the same time taking advantage of ‘his tnp
as a'holiday. Through his friendship with DIECKHOFF he had' accéss to
all’ Embassy reports and was in a position. to see doouments of a ' -

_"Top ‘Secret" nature, which would normally not:have been:available tow. . 7.
~ him, "DIECKHOFF had many conversations with ‘Prisoner, in'which they .-
~discussed the internstional situation, and DIECKHOFF r 1at6d. such
“"unoffictal" infm-as had come to his ears. ~Prisonér ‘further had -

 lengthy ‘talks with Ges Rat KEMPE, the Second Secretary, who also -

seemed well informed. Prisoner met wrst of the Embassy sta.t’f but
can recall only the nemes of LAZ:R (Press ittache), Dr PETERSEN-

- (Kultur Attanhe) and Gen KRAMER,  Priscner denies that he had ar\v.




‘ ‘alists and Forelgn Office at‘f:lcials, whose names-he .no.longer
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oontaots with KD SPAIN or tried to pump Abw offrs for infm. - ‘He

agrees that probably he met severel offrs, but he was rot' eware of

. . their duties, . In sny onso, Frisoner .claips that. without a letter
- from kbw in BERLIN, no 4bw ofrr would have talked. openly. to.en out~

sider. Purther, DIECKHOI’F, as ‘.nbassador , viewed the oactivities oct'

" the RO sourly,- since he contiired it ineffiocient nni consisting
: ‘-.-ime.inly of'offrs out, to hnve a good tine

Through the' Embassy, Prisoner net a nunber of’ Spa.nish aou:m—

remembers. ;v He 'recalls hqwever, the name of Manual AZNAR (hte&'

4 ey b v e e e e e
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the talks DIECKHOFF hnd with JORD:N.. on tho subject. DIECKHOFF at

the tire was forccd to put forwerd RIDEENTLOP's policy in his official
talks, nlthouch he complnincd to Prisoner rbout :wsw unt stupidity,
DIECKHCFF further stetcd thot KO SPLIN ves (rossly overstaffed, ond
giving much nore trouble then it wes worth (Prisoner hes once nore
denied that he knowinrly mct ~ny fbw offrs or hed access to Jbw filesg
in view of the Ambesssdor's dislike of this org, it would have beon an
act of disloyalty for “riscncr even to attompt to gather infnm fron that

source, )

Prxrt of the Trisoncr's stoy was sinply & holidey. He spent
some time gathering morce Spenish matcrinl for "The Lge of Icarus", and
accompenied Gen Konsul POCHHiFZER on e duty trip to MiL.G., returning
by train o week loter.

27. Baturn via LISBON

Froc MiIRID, Frisoncr retwrned via LISBON, where he broke his
Journey for four or five da-ys. He cgein contacted his circle of
German correspondients which now also :mcluded Dr KLAUS of the DiZ chd
SERIf)of the DNB, and bought quentitics of jllied literature aveilable
L\J(i" LISBON. He states that he also hnd &n importent telk with
52 ORTEG.. y 'GASSET, the philosopher,: This conversation wes held with
the knowledse of TROTT zu SOLZ; it wes » preliminary sounding to find
out whether, in the event of =~ successful assagsination of HITIER,
GASSET would be prepcred to ~nct as intermedicry between the new German
covernnent and the Western sllies. It appears that ORTEG: reacted
favoursbly to the hints throvm out by Prisoner,

28, Secret Memorandun to JODL

On .his return to GIM/NY, Prisoner once more wrote & "Top
Secret" report on his journey, which ves passed to Gen Qbst JODL. 4s -
far es Frisoner recembers, it contsined the following points: -

The Embzssy is strongly opposed to special propaganda among
former members of the Blue Div; propefanda allotments should
cease, Inside infm sbout evehts leading up to the signing of
the fnglo-Spenish agrcement; DIECKHOFF's difficulties in SPAIN
e3 a result of RIBERTROP's "tough" policy; FR/NCO's attitude
(contrexry to Garman opinion, FRANCO is not a Geuleiter, but e
shrewd stateman);  imbrssador complains that KD is over staffed
and inefficent; in spite of Spenish promisés to the UK,
wolfrac deliverios to GERMANY will continue as befare.-

is before, sevoerc). propagendist erticles eppeared in "Signal",

-29. Connections with XD SPAIN

43 will be secn from the foregoing, Prisoner has denied contaet:
with ‘KO SPAIN.  He met LEISSNER (Prisoner et DIC) for the first time
at this Centre. KLEWENSTUEER wos known to Prisoner before, but-he
-claims ‘thet he was only.c slizht acquaintence (this has been confirmed
independently by KLEYEMSTUBER, clso Prisoner at DIC).

Shortly after Prisoner's return from SPAIN in Jun hlo, "KRJMER
esked him to meet a friend of his, en Abw offr, who would shortly proceed
to SPAIN to take over the KO therc and be.glad to hear . from Pnsoner
«-£bout conditions in SPAIN, specifically of the’ irbassador '§-dttitude
towaerds the KO. Prisoner orreed to meet KIEYENSTUBER at his flat in
TCRLIN, He told hin of DIECKHOFF's prejudice ogeinst the X0 and
Abw personnel, and gseve hin somc hints on how to improve public
relationg between the Zibnssy and the 0. KLEYENSTUEER esked
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"Prisoner did not comait hinsslf oither way, but later reportqd to

for "Signal", By then Prisoner was alreedy working for SCHELLENBERG, o

Prisoner for o letter of introduction to DIECKHOFF,  The letter :
Prisoner wrote wes couchud in vogue and non-coivnittal terms,  KLEYEN- ‘.5
STUDER called onco morc on Frisoner som¢ months later, 'during a duty !
trip to TERLIN, He thanked Prisoner for his ndvice, and his visit

wes in effect no more than n courtcsy calls No int or political infr

was exchanred,

Prisoner denius any knowledge of Spanish int sources, He
wns merely awerc that OSTRO opernted from SPAIN;  the nome Paul
FIIRMUC means nothing to him,  Forrasons ajrecdy steted Prisoner

refreined from closer inquiry.

- xvi =

V. VISITS T0 IENM/RK

COPENHAGEN

Officially, Prisoner wr's sent there by "Signel" to writo an .
erticle on German edm in DEMLRK, His stay lasted about five days. i

His real purposc wns to make contact with BEST, German
Plenipotentiory in DEMMARK. Prisoner states that the "20th July i
circle” for some time hnd been sounding prominent Nezi personalities i
on their attitude tc the regime, nnd gauging their probable reaction
to the essessinetion of HITL:R. 4t TROTT 2zu SOLZ' suggestion
Prisoncr went to sec HEST, since rumours hed resched the conspirators
that BEST, in spitc of his bad Nazi record in IENM/RK and FRINCE,
belonged to the moderntes in the Party.

Prisoner casily obtnined an interview. . BEST knew af
Prisoner through his writings, ond Prof SIX had previcocly told
Prisoner that BEST would be glad to make his acquaintence,  EEST
wes -surprisingly frenk with Frisoner; he criticised the conduct of
the wer, and the inconprchensible attituds of the Reich Government
(their circumlocution for HITLER). EEST tolked at length about hi-
fecrs that DENMARE would be the terget of an 4llied dJ.versmn&ry
invasion, and thet in such a c:se the military side would look grim,

TROTT thnt BEST, if properly approached, would co-operate,

While in COFTNH/.GEN, Priscner met HRMMER.  They systematically

riviewed -the internationzl situztion, This.was of no special
significance, since KR/MER usuclly visited Prlscmer about once a month
in BERLIN for the same purpose (see Lppendix i, paral5). .

Prlsoner published an ~rticle, "The Headaches of a Reichs-’
kommissar", in "Signal" few weeks efter hisreturn to BERLIN.

Visit to COPENHAGEN, Dec 4y
This was agein of o few days' duration, officialy underteken

end wes given great freedom by "Signal', who were aware of his
highly-placed connectlons. :

The war was drawing to o close and SCHELLENEERG was trying
to send out peace feclers, On the other hond HITLER, KEITEL and.
TERBOVEN were in fevour of a last-ditch defence of NORWAY and TENM'REK,
With SCHELLENEERG'g knowledge and approval Prisoner contacted BEST,

————
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Firstly, he wished to find out whether IEST was still in opposition.
74+ He found BEST more strongly opposed than ever, and without prompting,
" DEST stated catejorically that he would never allow DENM/RK to
bocone the soenc of fighting, rmd thouplt TERBOVEN's policy for NORW.Y
madness, TEST gave Prigoner a biting charccter-gketoh‘af TERBOVEN, . N
and talked nt length sbout Dnnish nffairs. He though the Danish- :
" Resistance movement was imsignificant - at the most he estimated it - -
‘at, 30,000 mon -~ and discounted a rising as unlikely, On.the other .” -
-+ hand, BEST was werried by the Panish strikes, and said he had been
ordered to carry out repressive meisurcs. He had, he cleimed, adked
pornission to resign, but had been ordered by HITIm to carry on. '
Nevertheless,. should he be orderod to shoot Danish hostages as
" reprisals, he would resign rather than be responsible for: the
. executions, Prisoner ccra:t’u.lly inquired what connections BEST- hed :
. with SWIDEN, but BEST cpperently hed no gontacts there, Prisoner "
hinted that: everits might be moving fost, . and was assured that while ' .
_ BEST was in. conxmnd, no last-ditch defencc of IENM!-RK would be umiar--j

. g isoner nlso invited KRUEMER to COPENHAGEN, and thay he_d
another £a1k _tlus ﬁne qu:Lte open on botn ames, since Prisoner,




