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co ', Transmitted herewith is a biographical sketch of Dr. Giselher L
" WIRSING., As- editor-in-chief of Christ und gglt he is of intrinsic -
intew .Christ und Welt as one most ’
“influe : resent-day Germany, . .- .. ' %
-but -he ‘is-also sig;nif‘icant aB .representa dividual.- - . -
"who has shown exceptional staying qualities in Germsn journalism
through changes, ol .circumstance and regime.. Although he-Is now Just.
. 58 yeurg 014, 8nd In full mental and: physical vigor, he has. been an ..
intluentia ournallst for years. : L RERE

The attempt is made in this despatch to bmaden its scope to L

N Daud include a profile of Christ und’ Welt as an institution. .
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The biograghica] record until ]2“5 -/

Giselher WIHSING was born April 15, ]907, at Schweinfurt, where
his father, a prosperous busine rn
which had belonged to the family for several generations.~ In 1926 at
the age of 19, after graduating from the Humanistic Gymnasium in Schwein- .
furt, Wirsing took up univeraity studies in aggiology and pol.Lt.Llsc):_i&
After periods at several univerasities (Munich, Koenigsberg and. Beriin .
he received his Ph.D, at Heidelberg in 1931. )

He matured very early. By his own account, his early attitudes were .
much influenced by his father, a man of strong nationalistic- views tinged
with anti~semitism, who inveighed often against the Treaty of Versailles.

As a youth, Wirsing joined the Freikorps Oberland, but he did not become
. affiliated with the NSDAP as a univerait.y atudent. nor indeed, until
- considerably later.

’ An important da!:e for Wirsing was 1929 when Hans ZFHRER became editor :
of the political periodical, the TAT. A% the time, Wirsing was.finishing
his aoadwnmmmmwme

. Institute for Social Science there. Zehrer transformed the TAT almost )
overnight from a sleepy publication with a small circulation into & very o
influential periodical appealing to young intellectuals. Degpite his ’ '

youth, Wirsing while continuing his work at the Institute in Héidelberg

became one of the main writers for TAT..

- Because of their role 1n helping create a climate of opinion congenial.

to some form of German authoritarianism, the very small group of talented ,
.writers who wrote much of what went into the TAT has already received a- :
good deal of attention from students of the Welmar Republic 8 last phase.

A-.- . . . . /Kurt -

) ‘I-/In some respects, wirsing's career before 1945 is more a matter.of . -
record than is his subsequent activity. His relations with the NSDAP
and its formations can be sketched through the files of the Berlin Document
Center. On one dccasion, in a small gathering of close a_cquaintahces, in -
the presence of the reporting officer, Wirsing gave a lengthy explanation
.of his political attitudes and connections during the Nazi period, this’
* " has been’ drawn upon for parts of this despatch.
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Kurt SONTHEIMER, now professor at the Free,University in Berlin, has : 3
written the best account of the TAT .cirole~ and even the Ameégan ‘/,’;
Historical Review has published a lengthy article on Zghrer. Lo }k

‘ _The other mein members of the group, besides Zehrer and w1rsing,., . .l'~
" were F., F. ZIMMERMANN (who used, and uses, the pen-name Ferdinand FRIED) ) : l
and E. ¥. ESCHMANN. After 1945, Zehrer and Zimmermann again achieved h

eminent positions in German Journalism -- Zehrer as Chief Editor of Die Welt, .’ *
and Zimmermann as a commentator on economic-political questions, also for _ , }
- ]

'Diz Helt.

Zehrer was 30 years old when he became editor of the TAT. He evidently ' 'i-
had a good deal of influence on Wirsing in this period. In any case, both ’ s
of them had developed similar methods of socilological enalysis, formed in A
an intellectual atmosphere in which such- writers as SPENGLER, Karl MANNHEIM, o f’}

|

. PARETO, and Carl SCHMITT set the tone. Zehcgn&-basic-mmgp&ma_s_of

German capitali rly, of 8 middle class in -~
-erisls. enewal must come through a new amalgam of socialism and nationalism, B { )
neodonservative elite would provide solut’ons to the diltemma ) .-“.

in which a neo€ohl

of the middle class. In the years 1929-32, unde!‘ Zehrer's editorship, the - . . fi
memf Professor Sontheimer, was "the most interesting, the . 34
‘most active, and the most influential periodical in the fight against i
Versaillles and Weimar, and it was at the same time the organ vhich stood 148
closest to the ideology of the National Socialist Movement." NI f (),

i

Wi:amg'.;s specialty during his first years with TAT was Eésment}al

Burope, the area of medium-sized states from Finland-to-the Aegean.

used the term Zwischeneuropa to describe the area.

"Zwischeneuropa und die deutsche Zukunft," published in 1932, elaborated
- the view that Germany must shape its future by a new integrated relation-
*ship with these states of Zwischeneuropa. It should bring into existence a
" new order in Central Europe, a federalistic, anti-capitalistic, socialistic-
order which would take fully into account the agrarian social and economic

structure of t.he Eastem part of Central Europe.

At this last phase of the Weimar ers, wirsing fo]lowed Zehrer in
supporting General SCHLEICHER in the hope that he might orgsnize a "third
front" aL,ainst Hitler with the aid of - Lhe Gregor Strasser wing of the Nazis.

ce

He
His first book,

= - ————TT
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NMirsing

A nper Tatkreis," Vierteljahrshefte fuer Zeitgeschichte, July, 1959._ '

2 Walter Struve, "Hans Zehrer as a Neoconservative Elite Theorist s e

American Historical Review, July, 1965.
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Schleicher at the end of January, 1933, Just a few days before the Nazi ":
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Wirsing has described, in private, a .fneeting which he snd Zehrer had with I

]

takeover, Thelr purpose was to persuade Schlelcher to use his authority '

in the Reichswehr to kidnap Reich Prdsident HINDENBURG in order to keep
him from becoming & tool of the Nazid.. According to Wirsing/s account, .
Schleicher listened to all this with({1l-disguised contempt and practically.

booted the young upstarts (Zehrer wag 30 at the time, Wirsing 25) out of .. f«;. :

his office. Lo
Before the end of 1933, Zehr.sr (whose wife was Jewish) gave up the.

Wirsing l‘reely'admits that he' hag phases 'of real enthusiasm for the
Nazis during the 30°s, as, for examplg, at the time of Austrian Anschluss

' 4n 1938. The record shows that later m the year 1938 he Joined ‘the Allgemeine

SS with the rank of captain, and was promoted to Major in the SS in 1940.

The period 1936-1942 was one of‘ except.ional activity for Wirsing. He
traveled frequently -- to Italy and Yugoslavia, to Egypt, Palestine and
~ 3yria, to Sweden, France, Portugul; wrote several books which fitted in -
well with the current purposes of Nazi propaganda. One_of "them with the
title "The Hundred Families that Rule the Empire" was published in the
United States in 1941 by the Nazi-subsidized firm of Flanders Hall. He
visited the United States and had an interview with President Roosevelt
in 1938. Following this trip he published in 1941 "Der Masslose Kontinent'
(The Reckless @M&Q}_). a sizable volume which srgued the thesis that
the America of Roosevelt sought world domination as & means of escaping . -
* its unresolved domestic difficulties; but Germany and Japan were on the . f~'~
. way to bripg about a sound world order based on German domination of Europe, '
' Japanese domination of East Asia, leaving the Western hemisphere. to us
\hnbemony. The book had a sale of upwards of 60,000 copies.

R
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\ Wirsing does not talk very freely now about this phase of his life, - '-',

" put K has stressed in private conversation his friendship with Albrechty’
HAUSHOE'ER, suwie of the famous geopolitician, who is best Jmown for his.
. *influence-on Rudolf HESS. Among the German political writex'x;’or the timg

'I"
’
'

/Albrecht : N
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editorship of TAT end Wirsing succeeded him, but the periodical went down- ..
hill and never recovm____sin&gmmwmmmm in
1937. Meanwhile, Wirsing had joined khe staff of the Muenchener Neuesten ' ™
-~ Nachrichten,"” of which he became de edit and chief
‘editor. 103d- He furthermore pdi ed a periodiqgl. Das xx. Jahrhundert, o
: fromw ’. _
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Albrecht Haushofer was conspicuous for his realistic appraisal of the
power rclations in the world and for his sober aestimate of the limits of

the German military potential. Wirsing claims that in his editorials in

the Muenchener Neuesten Machrichten he sought to reflect some.t,h:lng of
Albrecht Haushofer's realism. About a month before Hess' flight to Scot-

land in 1941, Wirsing was asked to come to see the Fuehx-ex' s deputy.

Hess had read one of his articles and questioned him for about an hour. . .
At that time Hess knew that the attack on Russia was impending, but Wirsing .
did not, so t.hat it was only in retrospect that he reallzed the implica-

" tions of Hess' line of questioning, particularly his interest in the
possibilities of an accommodation between Germany and Britain. After
the Hess flight, Wirsing had some unessy weeks, but nothing happened to

him- S Ll i way g

. “In 191&2, he entex"ed military service! From then until the end of - =~ 5
. the war it is hard on the basis of available documentation to determine .
a very clear pattern of his activities. He continued to work as a
Journalist and editor, for a time at least was assigned to oxw, Keitel® sj'/

headquarters, evidently in connection with political mtelligence.

Following the war, a denazification court at mmisch—?artenkirchen
declared him a Nazi fellow-traveler and fined him 2,000 Marks. He appealed ;
the verdict, claiming that he had protected persons persecuted on racial
and religious grounds. A Munich Court of Appeals ruled in February 1950
‘that, though he had been-a Nazi fellow-traveler, he was a lesser offender,
and his fine was reduced to DM 500. .

w1rsihg and Klaus Mehnert

- Virsing's career since the war is largely tied up with Christ und welt.
- Of central importance in’ this connection are his relations with Klaus
MEJNERT. ‘who was formerly chief editor of Christ und Welt, still owns a |

part of the paper, and influences. its po]icies. Wirsing's. acquaintance
»with him goes back to the early 1930'5. At the time Mehnert was editor
of ‘the magazine "Osteuropa." Wirsing says he was responsible for sending:
Mchnert to Moscow in 1934 na a corrcopondent. Mehnert then, according to
Wirsing, fell into difficulties with the Gestapo, as a result of which he
decided to go to the United States. He lived in the United States and in
Hawail from 1936 to 1941, In -this period he remained in touch with
Wirsing. Wirsing says he tipped off Mehnert in 1941 that the German Foreign
Office had wind of US mtention to intern- German nationals, and Mehnert

/thereu pon .
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thereupon left tor uhanbhai. Prrooumably Wirsing and Mehinert were already
in touch regarding Mehnert 8 bacoming editor of the English-languagoe
monthly magazine, The Twentieth Century, because the first number appeared
in October, 1941, in Shanghai, and considerable planning must have bsen
previously involved. .

The Twentieth Centugx subsidized by the German Government, was
intended to be mainly an English version-of the magazine, Dag xx Jahr-
hundert, which Wirsing had been editing since 1939, With the outbreak of
viar between Japan and the United States, however, Wirsing could not keep .
in touch with Mchnert in Shanghai, and consequently Mehnert's monthly was
for all practical purposes an independent production. Like Wirsing, K
Mehnert also had had ties with the Haushofers, and his general approach to '
.Anternational politics was characteristic of the Heushofer circle -- i.e.,
German patriotism, an opportunistic attitude toward the Nazis tempered by .
a coolly analytical habit of assessing the power-political relationships .o
. in the world, . . L

Wirsing joins Christ und Welt . . b

| Our records do not show what Wirsing was doing immediately after the
war beyond the fact that he was arrested by CIC in June 1945 and made a
.trip through the US zone in November, escorted by two American officers -
to study the effect of US military government on the Germans, In numerous
private conversations he has not referred to this phase of his life. By
1948, however, when the first issue of Christ und Welt appeared, both )
‘Wirsing and Mehnert (according to Wirsing) were an the staff of the RERERER
- paper, though their names were not listed among the editors, t s

.

Eugen GERSTENMAIER headed the {irst list of editors. In his first
editorial, Gerstenmajer said the aim of the paper would be to provide a
means whereby discussion within the Protestant church could bie broadened
into the larger community. He stressed that the paper inteiided to prov1de

"1nformation, and to. be only secondarily a Journal of opinien. :

Christ. und Yelt

In 1ts first years, Christ und Welt was subsidized by the. Evangelisches ;E
Hi lfnwezk the large Protestant welfsre organization which Gerstenmaier )
headed. The paper did not prosper, -there was much financial. disorder, and
around 1951 its future was in -danger. At this point Georg FEDEHER (former
German Ambassador .to the UAR), the son of a well-to-do btuttgart banker;" R
successfully undertook the raising of additional capital and put the paper

L

_ /firmly
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firmly on its feets It is understood that the present ownorship stems
from that time: Oerstenmaier reportedly still has 30 per cont of the
shares, Federer and Mehnert 10 per cent each, and 50 per cent are owned
“y Georp; VON HOLTZBRINK, a Stuttgart publisher, whose name is rarely
neard lncally. He is the proprietor of the Deutscher Buecherbund K.G.,
a large concern which has holdings in a number of publishirg companies,
and does a profitable business in book clubs.and encyclopedias.  Von
Holtzbrink claims that he interests himself only in the businees side of
Christ und Welt, and Wirsing confirms this.’

From the business point of view, Herr von Holtzbrink can evidently
be well satisfied, because under the editorship first of Mehnert, and
then of VWirsing, the circulation has steadily increased and is.now up to
around 175,000, compared to 60,000 only a few years ago. The editorial
offices of the paper are in a new building in a rural setting on the out-
skirts of Stuttgart; the printing is done in the highly modern facilities
of the Stuttgarter Nachrichten. :

] Since the early years of Christ und VWelt the role of Gerstenmaier has
diminished. According to Wirsing, Gerstenmaier now exercises virtually

no influence on its editorial policy. The paper frequently causes
Gerstenmaier political embarrassment, because of the widespread impression’
that, as founder and part owner, the paper is his personal organ, which

it is not. Despite this, Gerstenmaler wants to hold on to his shares, .
(There was a certain implicatio.: in the way Wirsing mentioned this that - .
Gerstenmaier might have been given opportunities to sell out if he

wanted to do so, but had declined. )

wirsinf; s basic outlook

To appraise the editorial course of Christ und Welt during the
years of 1ts existence would go well beyond the bounds of this despatch,

' One or two general observations, however, are relevant here.- During the
" first years, the dominant influence was Mehnert; Wirsing, as editor, has

continued in the general path laid out by Mehnert. In" earlier ymars, .
suspect {rom,the A of view f%r T"nafi%i. tic

and opportunistic bent. < Likewise, Wirsing On certain occasions a .
nutTonaliat streak in Wirsing reappeara Crom time to time, Dagically, howe
evar, both Mehnert sind lliruin[, are now_ convinced advoeates of. the-Amex ‘ican

on GermamTV. e

' /An‘

—/A long biographic report on Mehnert was despatched by the btuttgart
Consulate General December 28,1954 (btuttgart s 119).

-+ CONPIDENTIAL




"in Geneva this past summer was a case in point, when he used Ambassador

.. It 15 relevant, however, to point out in this. comnection that ‘he aspect.’
of the Foster article vhich particularly aroused.him was the. imphcation

<;/ g ' R ' '(LJ
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An illustration of how Wirsing and Mehnert work togethier in
connection with the editorial line of Christ und Welt 1s illustrated by
the troatment of the MIF issue during the 7ast two years. At first Wirsinz
opposed the MLF, but after Mehnért made a trip to the United States:and
came ou: strongly for it in an article published in Christ und Welt, the
paper took a generally favorable position for some time, Wen the '
United Gtates, in December 1904, passed the word that it intended to de=
emphasize the MLF, Wirsing reacted critically to this policy. In the :
firgt place, he thought the United States had pulled out the rug from under
Defense Minister Von Hassel (with whom Wirsing has-good-personal relations;
they went on a trip togetl ear ago); he also thought
that, whatever the merits of MLF, the United States should not simply
abandon it without exacting some concession from the Soviet Union. This
aspect of U3 tactics regarding the MLF still rankles with Virsing; he
referred to it again in a leading article in Christ und Welt on November 19, -
1965. At the same time, he has now come out against a revival of the MLF.
He advocates that the Federal Government. concentrate on Secretary of
Defense McNamara's proposals to give to members of t.he alliance a voice

in atomic decision~making.

Wirsing's characteristic- approach to the American alliance was well

'illusbrated in a speech reported in Bremen's A- 58 of - January 25, 1965,

where he noted that now, in contrast to its disastrous conduct in-World

‘War I and II, Germany had allied itself with the strongest world power.

The United States had proved to be a trustworthy ally, and Germans should bear
in mind that their best hope of achieving their national mterests was by

' cline;ing to the American alliance.

This does not mean for Wirsing that Bonn should simply echo Washingtcm.

Upon occasion, he can be a very sharp critde of particular American poli~:

cies. His attack on the American_conduct. of the di egotiations -

Foster's article in Foreign Affairs as the basis for a olashing attack. -

which he read in it that the United States mi(r,ht “find it expedient to . ’
sacrifice the alliance with Germany . in oz*der to reach an acccmmodation [T

“on- atomic policy with the Soviet Union. -

'

- There is nothing in wxrsing; s bac).ground to suggest that ne has -
'any instinctive feeling for liberal- democracy as 1t is’ widely understood

“in the United’ States or in Great. Britain. He thinks in terms ‘of., power

/pol 1tics .
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‘makes himself easily accessible. He enjoys political talk, and he is a
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‘politics, and his appx-oauh 10 socinl probLlems is thnt of an intellecetua)

schooled TH the’ olite mychology of "his "youth™wlio considers domestio problems -

in terms of social ongineering’ rather than in humanitax_'ian, to say nothing
of sentimeuta:l s—terms. He has told me that he voted for iHe SPD in 1901,

and before the 1965 electlons he said he hoped that the SPD would win, His
argument was that the CDU needed a rejuvenation of leadersﬂip and that the

' quickest way to accomplish this waa f‘or an SPD interlude in power,

AL that time he was being plagued,’ he sald, as an editor by the problem
of vhat he could consciously write in the paper. He thought ERHARD had
failed and should be shuffled off the scene, but to publish this would not
be pleasing to elements (presumably both the paper's. management and readers)
whom he had to try to satisfy.

Wirs 1ng 's personality

Among persons of promi.nence in Baden-Yuerttemberg, w1rsing to an
exceptional degree TIves fi the_sHadow of his Nazi“pastt T Several influ-
ential Stuttgarters make a point of advertising that they do not wish to
be together with him at social or representational occasions. Among these

is Professor Josef EBERLE, Chief Editor of the Stuttgarter Zeitung.

“In consequence, Wirsing is not seen very much in public; though he ..

.is sociable and likes to entertain in his home.

He gives the impression, although it may be somewhat contrived, that

he does not brood over his personal situation. He has a generally plea,sén -

relaxed look; smiles frequently; medium in height and weight; his white,
hair and bronzed complexion set each other off agreeably. To Americans he

very. good i_:alker; fluent in English, though he prefers German.

Gisela B(}IN

Wirsing is marmed to Gisela BONN, a prominent Joumaliqt in her ovm
right. She is two years younger than Wirsing, has a doctor's degree frorr.
Vienna, and before the war was active as a foreign correspondent for
German newspapers, including the Muenchener Neuesten Nachrichten; her

*acquaintance with Wirsing presumably goes back to that period at least.

Her first husband was Hermann -POERZGEN, the Well-known Moscow corre...pondent
of the Fr'ankfurter Allgemaine Zeiiung

- ' . . /Since
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_. . Iince tho war,.Glsela Romn han made o gpeainlty of reporting on
the Near East and mu Africa and Asia.genernlly. Ghe is e)so a gifted
puotoz,-nphor and has done some ambitious documentary programs for tele= :
vision. She recently had._a ‘aeries.on the religions of Asia. Her straight’
Journalistic veporting is now mostly for Christ und we]t'?:: reflects the.

: paper's extensive coverage, unrivaled in Gemlany, on the \nderdeveloped
countriea of the world. She has Just publiched a book. on Arrica entitled .
Afr-ika verlaesst den Busch (Africa Em r;r,eu from the Bush). . “

. L In persona]:l.ty, ahe is vivacious to the point ol uelf-a scz't.ivemess,
quicl'. and: . ready :with her opiriions,: know]edzeab]e, a"gumentative.; ohc 15 .
-‘sociahle, ]ikes to entertain and be entertained, ‘and’- evidently is -
cmevhat unhappv because her: huqband s record: in: years past renders hir
persona non mta in some ..-tuttgart“oircles. She 1s a. small Turiet te
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“As for thé Indian-Pakistani problem, he bel ieves the Unlted
Slates and the llederal Republic should categorically take the public .

position thet, whatever the theoretical rights and wrongs of Kashmir, R

they regard it as an internal Indien question. By taking such a stand,
thay would be in n position to exercisc a yuieting influencd on the
nationalistic hotheads within India.

Wolfgan; HOEPRER, who now represents Christ und Welt in Bonn,
in Jilewisns s Journalist with viorldwide cxperience. lle was already asso-
' ciated with Mehnert and Wirsing on the Twentieth Century during the war,
has.been continuously with Christ und Yelt since the start, and still
does periodic reporting on such areas as Southeast Asia.

Support for US Cultural Policy in Germany

Wirsing has been an outstandingly effective-advacate of Germar
support of Amcj}_é:aﬁ—iﬁTt‘GFai policy in Germany as typified in the
Americalléuses and the binational centers. In the summer of 1964 when
it appeared likely that the Federal German Government would cut oif
financial support for the binational centcrs, Wirsing published a sipgned
article on the front page of Christ und Welt, sharply criticizing the
threatened action. He said it would be extremely short-sighted to eripple
the vork of these important democratizing influences in the German comminity.
Partly as a result of this article, the Pederal Government decided, for the
time being at least, hot to cut off .its financlal support of the binational

centers.,
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