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Attackers Studied Mistakes ln Previous Assaults 

By Peter Slevin and Walter Pincus 
Washington Post Staff Writers 
Thursday, September 13, 2001; Page A24 

Plotters of the assault on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon learned from the mistakes 
of their terrorist predecessors, reducing the chances of early detection and increasing the deadly 
effectiveness of their attack, intelligence experts said yesterday. 

1' '*9.'.€!jl_!_$.!,!§...i.... ..__ Unlike earlier conspiracies foiled by an 
? 1 ' - - 3 indiscreet comment or an intercepted 

conversation, the hijackers and their superiors 
launched Tuesday's coordinated attack with 
what appeared to be total surprise. Significant 
players in the intelligence community learned 
about the assault fi'om television. 

U.S. intelligence agencies find themselves 
defending their abilities in the afiermath of the 
deadliest terrorist assault in the country's 
history. Sen. Richard C. Shelby (R-Ala.), vice 

J mm“ M , 

chairman of the Senate Select Committee on 
.; ,,,., Intelligence, said the incident demonstrates the 

l need for a broader array of recruits familiar 
with other cultures and languages. 

"lf we had a warning and missed it, that is a failure of intelligence, big time," Shelby said after 
being briefed by Attorney General John D. Ashcrofi and FBI Director Robert S. Mueller III. "If 
we didn't have any inkling of this event, as well-planned and well-executed as it became, that's 
a failure, too." 

Sen. Bob Graham (D-F1a.), intelligence committee chainnan, said it was "premature" to say 
whether the failure was a result of the limitations of intelligence gathering or from people not 
doing their jobs. He suspects authorities did not have sources capable of penetrating the 
terrorist organization in the United States or abroad. He also said the group likely i 

communicated by computer, taking advantage of "shortfalls" in the ability to intercept 
electronic traffic. - 

No group has taken responsibility for Tuesday's carnage. U.S. intelligence sources believe the 
attack was carried out by terrorists with ties to Osarna bin Laden, a wealthy Saudi Arabian who 
trains and finances an array of Islamic fimdamentalists. Early evidence suggests the 
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participation of disciplined warriors operating in small cells -- likely communicating face-to~ T face and leaving few written records. "°"‘”° 

Pent: 
QIFIC "This is the hardest target there is," said Daniel Benjamin, a former National Security Council 

counterterrorism specialist. "There's going to be an awful lot of witch-hunting in the weeks :22‘: 
ahead, but it is fair to say that the intelligence community has been knocking itself out and has

A 

known that bin Laden is a major threat." 
H‘ ' 0 

Bin Laden has been the most important target of U.S."counter-terrorism forces for years, 
according to CIA sources. Earlier this year, U.S. authorities warned Americans living abroad ° 

,I.-tat 

that bin Laden's network planned attacks on U.S. targets overseas. 

There was a time when U.S. agencies monitored bin Laden and his associates by following the ' 
¢.rI..n 

signal of his satellite telephone. As with other Middle Eastern terrorist groups, they oflen 
boasted about their intentions or their successes. About two years ago, word leaked about the __ 
bin Laden intercepts, and his phone went silent. - Ne, 

' Nev 
Not all sources have been shut down, however. Afier the attacks on Tuesday, intelligence 
oflicers listened to a conversation between bin Laden associates who said they had hit two --— 
targets in the United States, Sen. Orrin G. Hatch (R-Utah) told reporters. 

_ Cliclr at 
Photos 

Certain details of the devastating World Trade Center assault suggest that the perpetrators of 
Tuesday's terror studied the flaws of l990s conspiracies, including an attempt to destroy one of 
the twin towers. 

A car bomb that exploded in a World Trade Center basement, killing six people, was designed 
to topple the 110-story buildings, Ramzi Ahmed Yousef, mastermind of the operation, told a 
Secret Sen/ice agent. Indeed, the operation was intended to include attacks on the United 
Nations headquarters, the George Washington Bridge, the Lincoln Tunnel and the New York 
building that housed the FBI. 

"And he said that Americans would realize, if they suffered those type of casualties, that they 
were at war," Secret Service agent Brian G. Parr testified at Yousefs 1997 trial. 

The terrorists discovered that a single van full of explosives would not bring down the 
skyscrapers, and they vowed to try again. Just four days after the 1993 bombing, a group 
calling itself the Liberation Army Fifih Battalion warned of additional attacks against American 
civilian and military targets. 

"The American people must know that their civilians who got killed are not better than those 
who are getting killed by the American weapons and support," the letter said. 

Investigators found a second letter on a suspect's computer that warned of violence against the 
World Trade Center. It read, "We promise you that the next time it will be very precise and WTC will continue to be one [oi] our targets in the U.S." 
A New York jury convicted Yousef of masterminding the 1993 bombing. He also was found 
guilty of a 1995 conspiracy to bomb a dozen airplanes and kill 4,000 passengers as they flew 
over the Pacific Ocean. The bombing of a Philippine Airlines jet in 1994 -- which killed one 
person -- was a reported test rim. 
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In testimony at the Yousef trial, potential terrorists leamed the twin towers could withstand 
being hit by a Boeing 707, so they used two heavier planes Tuesday. The two hijacked planes 
also hit between the 40th and 70th floors, sites calculated to produce the greatest damage. 

The U.S. intelligence community is concemed that terrorists are plotting a fresh attack away 
from Washington and New York that does not involve a hijacked airplane. 
"They are not convinced it is over," said Rep. Jane Harman (D-Calif.), a ranking member of the 
House Intelligence Corrunittee. A former intelligence official added: "The community believes 
something suspicious is going on and there is a reason for there to be more. Americans tend to 
let down their guard after a couple of days." 

Graham said the CIA wamed there was no "specific infomtation to lead to who, where, when," 
but the intelligence community advised "caution for a considerable period of time." 
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Recording threatens U.S. over Guantanamo detainees 

From Pam Benson 
CNN Washington Bureau 
Monday, August 4, 2003 Posted: 6:32 PM EDT (2232 GMT) 

WASHINGTON (CNN) - A CIA 
technical analysis of an 
audiotape purported to have 
been recorded by al Qaeda 
leader Ayman al-Zawahiri 
found that the voice on the 
tape is "most likely” his, a CIA 
official said. 

The CIA could not determine when the 
recording was made. Ayman at-Zawehiri spent three years in 

prison in connection with the 
On the tape, a man who identifies ::3::g‘::;':r?mla" Pmswem 
himself as al-Zawahiri says the United 
States and its allies will pay a ‘very 
high price‘ if detainees being held at story 1-00;, Guanianamo Bay, Cuba. are tried in 
military tribunals and face the death 
penalty. 

‘We are saying to America one thing: 
What you saw with your eyes so far are 
only initial skirmishes,‘ the voice says. 
‘The real battle didn't start yet.‘ 

The tape was broadcast Sunday on the 
Dubai-based Arabic-language network 
Al Arabiya. - 

Al-Zawahiri is Osama bin Laden‘s 
closest adviser, as welras his doctor. 
He has made frequent appearances at 
bin Laden's side, usually in a trio 
completed by the late military 
committee commander Mohammad 
Atef, who was killed in November 2001 
during an airstnke in Afghanistan. 

The tape makes no mention of bin 
Laden. it tells those ‘working or 
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‘The crusader America wlll pay a very 
‘ 

e

I high price for any hann that will affect r _ 
any of the prisoners that they are holding.‘ the voice says. ‘Those who are allies or 
helping America will pay the same price. Those who are handing over our brothers 
will pay the same price. 

'VVe haven't identified who actually submitted the tape,’ Homeland Security 
Secretary Tom Ridge said Sunday on CNN's ‘Late Edition with Wolf Blitzer.' ‘But 
[coming] from a terrorist, threatening American interests is not really surprising. 

'We take the threat. and have taken [every] threat since September 11, seriously.‘ 
he said. . 

Ridge also said al-Zawahin and bin Laden were among the ‘ever-diminishing 
number of at Qaeda leaders who have been able to avoid apprehension to date. 

"l'm confident that, as the president said, the leaders, particularly one or two, will be 
brought to justice.‘ he said. 

The last purported al- Zawahiri tape was released in May. just after the near- 
simultaneous suicide bombings in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, that killed 23 people. 
including nine Americans.

_ 

investigators believe al-Zawahiri played an important role in the terrorist attacks of 
September 11. He is on the U.S. govemmenrs list of most-wanted terrorists - 

because of his indictment in the 1998 embassy bombings in Kenya and Tanzania. 

lntelflgence suggests at-Zawehlri is not far from bin Laden, somewhere along the 
border of Pakistan and Afghanistan. - 

story Taois ‘IN 

@e3>s1E_mis (is: weme gkkmmmujm 
Gd-3| EBl___'"l_"T T IS Git ‘.4,-j~:* 

TOP were W 
51.8. tr_o_ops klll lgagi QIKQ ‘ ‘Man in Black‘ digs e171 < 

lilvtz 
fig." 

- Lindh's dead; sggs rlptggs - Actor-comedian John Ritter dead at 54 

- r yr 

- Israel will grit to '@move‘ Agfit - At least 10 dead In gggzrent t'rien_<;1LMa_ 
- Spy plane ‘gave gcrets to China‘ in lrag 

- lsrael's_se_curity Cabinet will work to 
'remgg' Arafat 

1 g rnagongtigjggn |_y9_ri_eggg_e§_ §LN_T_V_ §l!!!_l!i!§LI1nl9.u.al liG!§.l.lll§_N.§l'_i Ilmgrxlnts £:aL¢@@§ 

Approved for Release: 2018/05/01 C06716933 

CNN com CIA Tape likely contains al Qaeda deputy's voice - Aug. 4, 2003 Page 2 of; 

semen Theillleb CNN.com (1 __ _ __* 
_ 

E-wflri 

© Z003 ciblfi NGWS NQIWOPK LP, LLLP. 1 A“ exte‘-na| sltes Wm O i _ 5 .’ pen F 
A" AOL T‘“‘° Wa""°' c°'“°a"" A“ R'°.“'s R°s°“'°d' 

1 

‘B CNN.com does not endorse I Terms under which this _Serv|ce ls provided to you.
; 

Read our grlvagr guidelines. Qnggggug. ; Qt Denotes premium content 

http //www crm com/2003/WORLD/meast/08/04/alqaedaiape/index.html 9/12/2003 

FOIA-06145


