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This paper is the tenth ehapter of the CAESAR serles, and is 
devoted t o  the purge in 1953 of the Saviet Mintster of Internal ~ffa-2~3, 
L. P. Beria. Thle'paper, as all other chapters of the CAESBR+3erIeey 
is a wmklng paper, intended t o  asseaible pertinent information fram 
all sou~ces la  a retrospective analysis of developments affecting the 
Soviet leadership. The reader is again zemlnded that the views  ex- 
pressed are those of the authors, and 'do not -present official  vlewe 
of the Central Intelligence Agency. 
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!iYBBERIAPURGE "I 

Summary and Conclusions 

extraordinary height following St81in1s death. A t  that time heagain - 
took over the direct control of the USSR security forces and T i e d  out 
a number of m o m s  af the greatest Importance, He attempted t o  purge the 
Soviet apparatus of those Who had opposed him or had been used by others 
t o  appose him. He appointed some trusted followers t o  positions in the 
MVD. He apparently initiated and promoted a de-Russification policy, and 
used this policy t o  oust some important kacal opficials. He also carried 
through an extensive parge in Georgta and restored hi6 followers t o  aP- 
fice in that republic. Beria thus appeared t o  be forging t o  the front in 
the leadership race. 

Beria% star, which had been declining since dd-1951, rose t o  an 

. 

Mny of Beria's actions in th i s  period appear t o  have been unllkf?ral  
and a s  such t o  have threatened the method of h8derShlp which had been FS- 
tablished af te r  Stalin's death. The presidium had peen acting col3Rctlfel.y 
and stressing the principle ofacollegiality since Stalln's death. 
compulsion for coUectivlty apparently arose originally from the lack of 

mantle and from distaste a t  the stlpppit d the hlerarchy for the consequences 

This 

any O v l e r w h e h h &  StrOag indiv idtd  he* a m a t  fOY? the d1CbtQr'S 

O f  8 0Ile-m Of the Sbl in iS t  m. 
Realizing t h a t  unquestioned supremacy for any one of their  nuniter 

would soon lead t o  the liquidation of a t  b a s t  some of the rewiader 8s 
patentla1 rivals, the ruliug group apparently determined to  prevent the. 
a6StaqpthI Of s ta l in ' s  power by any one indlvtdual, It must have appeai'ed 
t o  the other leaders tbat Beria was making his bid for this paver; or pos- 
sib?y, somone was able t o  c o n m e  the others t@& this was so. The de- 
velopment which goaded the party presidltrm t o  act against him may have been 
his mOviI1(3 two MVD divisloas into the Momow area, SLI action that has been 
reported or rumored by a t  least  four different sources. This move, if it 
occurred, was undoubtedly too much for Beriels fellow leadera t o  talk even 

. 

they h8d preViOU8~ agreed vi th  8- of the pol lc~es 'he  had 6pOXlE~a.' 

The charge that Berla had atteqpted t o  place the M W  above the Part;y 
and goverrmaent receikd primary attention in Soviet propaganda ana contained 
elements of truth. !l%e allegation that he had "impedes important d.ecisions," 

may date back t o  the agrogorod controversy of 
19%. 
the peoples aP the USSR tende t o  confirm the v i e w  that he was behind the 
de-Ruasiflcation policy, while the charge tha t  he followed a "capittihtov" 
policy may also be a reflection on his "de-BUssLfication" policy and on his  
much quoted statement on "the constitutional rights of Saviet citizens." 
!i!k allegation that he "distorted" iucportant party and g m m n t  orders may 
have been connected with the implementation of the Soviet ameety prosam. 

. particularly Ln agriculture 
The accusation that Berla attempted t o  undermine the friendship of 

. 

- iii - 

. .  

I .  

. _ .  

1 



' i  

. . ,  

. ' 1 : .  , _ . :  

, :*, 
1 . z . .  . . 

, . I.. , , , .  ' I  . 

I '  :. ' ' " 

F a l l Y  the charge t h a t  Beria attempted t o  weaken the defensive capacity 
Of the USSR my have related to  his prevLous responsibilities i n  the 
f ie ld  of atomic energy. 

A l l  of Beria's co-defendants w e r e  either M b  off ic ia ls  or had worked 
Previously with Beria in the security forces. Furthermore, .I)ekanazov and 
Meshyk were MVD ministers in important republics a t  the t i m e  of-their ar- 
rest and had apparently carried through Beria-Fnspil.ed purges in those re- 

'' publics: Merkulov had prevlonsZy headed the MGB under Beria, had been in 
charge of the Chief Directorate of Soviet Property abrmd, and since 1950 ' had headed the Mintstry of State Control. Beria may have used Merkulov 

. . in this  last named post t o  influence the Soviet economy. I 

Tburces  h ~ v e  disclosed tha t  
r .1 . 

' there was a long central committee document disseminated t o  s e k c t e c  
party and s t a t e  officials on the subject of Beria'8 purge. 
reportedly included the inf'ormation t h a t  Beria hah moved two MVD divlsioas 
into Moscow in an attempt t o  carry out a coup, but that  th i s  had been coun- 
tered by the army. 

This dmument 

As a consequence of Berial6 purge, a ,nwn , r  of personnel changes were 
made i n  the party and governmeq%.apparqtus. Beria had begun t o  restaff 
the central and republic MVD organizations with h is  followers shortly . --% 

af ter  he resumed direct control over the MVD b March 1953, but was not . 
able t o  accomplish this in one sweep, On Beria's dismissal, a few of his 
MVD appointees, notably Meshyk and I+sanozov, were also removed from af- 
fice. In  most cases, however, replacements for Beria appointees were not 
made for  several months, and vir tual ly no effort was made t o  link those 

. replaced with Beria. Some, in fact, continued t o  occupy important s ta te  
, and party positions in February 19%. Replaceaaents for Beria's followers 
in the central and republic MVD organizations were drawn largely frm old 
MVD officials who had served under the present MPD m i n i s t e r ,  S ,  N. Ki-nglov, 

Party and government personnel shifts following Beria's ouster do 
not appear t o  have been extensive, except Fn Georgia. 
*changes, the party and gmrment shifts were carried out rather slowly 
and with l l t t l e  attempt t o  relate the changes t o  the Beria case. 
purge of Arutunov i n  Armenia in December 1953 is the last important re- 

' gibnal party purge which can be related t o  the Beria case. 

As in the MVD 

The 

The reticence m r  relating the regional purges t o  Beria may be part  

Such a policy is also reflected i n  the off ic ia l  indict- 
of a general policy of playing down the whole episode and confining the 
case to  the WD. 
ments and in propaganda treatment of the whole episode. Failure,to play up' 
the case and make a real  propaganda scapegoat of Beria and his followers 
plus the limited nature of the post-Beria purge may be due t o  the cotitinued 
presence within the hierarchy ,of impartant officials who had CO-apemted 
with Beria, particularly in the perlod between Stalln's death and h is  O u s t e r -  

_ -  
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It may also be due t o  an understandable fear on the part of a t  least  some 
of $he collegial leaders that an extensive purge m i g h t  Jeopardize thelr 
power and the i r  lives, However, the fact  that the case has severs1 loose 
enas makes its reopening a definite possibility should the Soviet leaders 
find it expedient a s  an adjunct t o  the implementation of thelr'policies. 

It is most probable, however, that, unless sopbe other leader moves in  
the same direction as Beria and attermpts t o  usurp power for himself, the 
episode is closed. The caution with which the purges in the MVD and the 
'Pranscaucaslan area were carried out and the lack of publicity concerning 
them I s  consistent wlth the policies that have been developed since 
Stslia's death. Open terror and coercion have been played down ladthe 
Soviet press and the ubiquitous police power has. been minimized. 
concept of collective decisfons has been expressed wlth the heaviest em- . 
phasie on the operation of this concept a t  local levels, and criticism 
from belon has been stressed. An attempt t o  improve morale throughout 
the Soviet U n l o n  b e  been evident. All of these moves would hsve been 
Jeopardized by purges of the scope of t h e  1930'8, or purges that  were 
highly publicized. The leaders clearly w e r e  against this. Their interest 
appears t o  have been t o  continue t o  rule collecttvely and t o  control the 
MvD so that it conla never be used as CUI instrument to ensure the rule of 
one man, 

The 

' 

In thts, they appeqr to hsve been successful, 
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The ~ I c l a l ~ R e c o r d  

issued by the central' committee of the party and by the presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet: 

TBSS published '& 10 JUIJ the texts of communiques 011' Beria's ouster 

The central committee ,commtmique--"After listening t o  and discussing 
the report of the presidium of the central committee by 0. .Me Malenkm as 
regarda the criminal antiparty and antistate actions of L. P. Beria in- 
tended t o  undermine the soviet state in the interest of foreign capital and 

. 
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manifested i n  tbe perfidious attempts t o  place the USSR Ministry odl Inter- 
nal  Af'fairs above the govlernnsent and the ComPnmist Party of the Soviet 
Union, the plenum of the Soviet Communist  Party central camnlittee decided 
t o  remove L. P. Beris from the central caPmuLttee of the Soviet Commtinist 
Party, and t o  expel him from the ranks of the party as an enemy of the 
Communist psrtg and the Soviet pebple." 

the fac t  that  crimiairl antistate actions of L. P; Berla Intended t o  under- 
mine the-Swiet state in tEE interest aS foreign capital have been brought 
to light, the presidium of the IESR snpreme Soviet, having considered 
the report of the Council c& Ministers of the USSR on this  question, has 
decided: (1) t o  r e m o v e  L. P.. Beris frcnn the post of Ut deputy chairman 
of the USSR Council of Ministers and frau the post of minister of h t e p  
nal affairs of the USSR; (2) t o  refer the case of L. P. Beria's crlmlnal 

- 
The c o ~ i q u e  of the presidium of the Supreme Soviet--"In &ew ae 

. 
.. .. 

, . I  , , . .  . . , ... , .  

. .  , . . I  , : . ,  
1 . , . '  

. .  . . . ,  ' .  .. 
. . ;.: , . .  I . ,  . e . .  . , 

. . . .  
, ' .  , . .  - 

L . .  . )  . . .  

. ... . .  

. .  

actions for  the consideration 09 the IESR Supreme Court. 
of the USSR Supreme Soviet has appointed Sergei Nikfforavich grOglov 
minister of internal affairs of the USSR." 

The presidium 

Pravda's Amplification i 

Pravda editoriel on the day the news broke. Pravda said that Beria's 
"criminal, antiparty anc~ antistate activity sGiTZZp3~r concealed 'and 
masked, but 'Lately, baving become mudent and lett ing himself' go, Beria 
started t o  disclose his rea l  face." Accd ing  t o  Pravda the "intensifi- 
cation of Berla's criminal activities can be explained by the general 
intenslflcaticm of the undermining, anti+oviet ectivlt ies of international 
reactionary forces which are hostile t o  our state." 'Ifhe editorial  speci- 
f ical ly  accused Beria of the following: 

"Attempting t o  put the flSSR E a r q i s ~  of Internal Bffairs befare 
the party and the government, ad, by using MVD organs i n  the center and 
local bodies against €he party and its kaaership, and agatnat the govern- 
Ilaent of the USSR, by selecting w o r k e r s  far the IISSR Ministry of Internal 
H a i r s  of personal layalty t o  himself." 

T 

The case against Beria was spelled oat mure fully in  an a c c w n g  

-, 

1. 

2. "Beria under varions invented pretexts ... impeded decisions on 
most tmportant and &gent items concerning agrlculhre. 
the v l e w  t o  tmderminbg the collectfve farms and creating dLfficulties 
ia the country's food supply," 

. t o  disseminate hostility among the USSR peoples and t o  activlze bourgeois- 
natfonal elements in  union republics." 

It was done with 

3. He "strove t o  unaermfne the friendship of the Soviet peoples ... 

- 2 -  
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40 " ~ i n g  c a n p m d  t o  ca-ky out i i r ec t  &rs ~f the party centre1 

committee and the @&et government regarding the atrengthening,af the 
Soviet legislation and liquidation of stme facts 'of Isvlessness and ar- 
b l t w  action, Beria LntentionaUy bpeded the itqplementation of these 
orders, and in several cases attempted to.distort  them." 

vith the aim of actprrlly destroying the C o m n m i s t  Party and of changtng 
the policy elabarated by the party by a caplta38tox-y policy which wmld 
have brought about ultimately the restoration of capitalism." 

Pravda said that the necessary conclusion t o  be drawn from the case 
was that "the strength of our leadership lies Ln its colbctivlty" fu l ly  
ccu-respoading t o  the state-nts of' Marx "on the harm of the cult  of per- 

. soaality." !L!he paper added that party cwganizations umst  systemaSically 
check thi! work a l l  organizations and of all leading workers, -1- 
cularly the act ivi t ies  al! the MVD, and that this w86 not a right but a 

5. "He hatched plans t o  grab the leadership aP the psrtS_and country 

2 .  .. 
' ,  , 

duty. 

Aftermath \ 

Th18 bombshell uf' 10 Jui$ which blasted out of the party's ranks its 
second most important figure was follarted by a series of meetings a l l  over 
the USSR staged t o  dbmnstrate loyalty t o  the ' reghe and t o  excoriate Beria. 
Perhaps the most Interesting of these was that held by the "aktlv" of the 
Ministry of Defense on 16 July when the praopinent nllitary men In the USSR, 
less Vasilevslg and Kanev, pleagea allegiance t o  the "collegial" leader- 
ship. References t o  PleetLngs an;pportf.ug the leadership subsided after a 
few days as did refereaces t o  the case fn Soviet prapagauda media. This 
blackout gave rise t o   rumor^ in th& West that Beria had escaped his tor- 
mentors and vas seek- sanctuary.l/ Ths next apfictal w a r d  on the case 
came an 8 A u g a s t  when the supreme saviet, meet% after an unexx?'JsLned 
postpaemmt &.eight days, coofirmed the earlier decree of its pmsidi\rm 

had *en dated. 26 June, thus fixing t4e tluf.pg of Beria's arrest  a s  

. 

Beria f"ran his government post and revealed that the said decree. 
. ..:., 
. .. 

_ _ . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

L/ These rmms we& given satbe credence' jompal~sts because nowhere 
ia the early Ogpiclal texts was it ever stated that Beria had been ar- 
rested. The announcement of' the results of Beria's trlal published on 
24 December stated that  the accused bad again aamitted their guilt "in - court" and that the sentence--death by shooting--had been carried 06 
on 23 Deceaiber. 
pletely dependent on off ic ia l  Soviet sources for this information. 

- 3 -  
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occuring on or about that date. Agaln, a long bLckonf; ensued until 16 
Deceniber, when it was officially announced that  the Frosecutor*s office had 
completed its case against Beria. 

. .. 

The Indictment of Beria 

 he prosecutor's statement of 16 December albged that the followtng 
h d  been established: 

1. Beria had collected a group of plotters and the grow had aiwd 
t o  w e  th;e MVD against the 'government and party in the "interest of 
foreign capital," striving to place the MVD a b m  t h e  party and govern- 
ment, t o  grbb'power, liquidate the regfm, restore capitalism and revive 
doavLnation of the bourgeoisie. Af'ter Stalin's death Beria intensified 
his c r i m & l  actions "primarily by using MVD or- for the seizure of 
p m r ,  which made it possible i n  a short period of t i m e  to lay'bare the 
true face of the traftor of the motherland and t o  take decisive masure8 
to put an end t o  his hostile activlty." The plotters "subjected t o  per- 
secution ... honest w o r k r s  of the Mm) who had refused t o  carry ant the 
criminal instruction of Beria." , 

2. "In order t o  subvert the collective farm s y s t e m  and t o  create 
food difficult ies ... Beria by a l l  manner of means, sabotaged and inter- 
fered with the implementation of most important measures ... d h c t e d  to- 
ward an upsurge of the economy of colbctive & state farms and toward 
a steady improvenent of the w e l l  being of the people." 

3. "Berla an8 his accomplices carried out c r i m i n a l  measures In order 
t o  resuscitate remnants of the bourgeols national€st eleuets in Unlm 
Republics, saw hatred and dlscord among the peOp3.e of the W R  and pri- 
mrily to lmdennine the friendship of the peoples of the WSSR pith the 
Great Russian people." 

secret contact with counterrevolutionary Georgirrn menshedh a d  "agents 
of a nuniter of foreign intelligence agencies." 

. 

4. Berla bad established contact through "planted spies" sad throtlgh 

5. Beria had ?de his career by "slander, Intrigues and various pro- 
vocations against h6nest psrty and local government workers who stood in 
his path"--a whole series of 6 ~ C h  "machinations" w e r e  aacmred; for 
exaqple, Beria had waged a criminal campaign against Sergo .Ordzhonikidze, 
who hsd distrusted Beria. 
feamd exposure; for ex;amrple, M. S. Kedrov. Other fac ts  relatlng t o  ter- 
ror i s t  m u r d e r s  w e r e  also uncovered. 

The plotters also murdered people from whom they 

6 .  "As established by the investigation Beria and hfs accoprplices 
committed a number of treacherous acts, endeavoring t o  weaken the defensfve 
capacity of the Soviet Union." 

- 4 -  



7. Other crimes committed by Berh w e r e  also.aacovered, testiFying 
"to h is  profound mors1 depravil$' and in addition facts  regardhg .N~crirn.i- 
nal. Frcenary actions" were also established, . .  

' 

Ea- been expos& by "numerous xitnesses" and "true documenta& 
data the accused admitted their guil t  of haviw cammitted a number of 
most serious state crimes." They were c rged wlth hQh treamu and,. tried 

I according t o  the l a w  of 1 Deceuiber 1934,l !7 The accused, besides Berla, 
were: &rkdw, minister of state control; ~ekanozov, Mvi> minister in 
Georgia; Kobulw, deputy miaister of MVD; Goglidze, chief of one of the.  
MVD departments; &shLlr, MVD minlster In the Ukraine; and Vlodzi~nirski, 
chief of the MVD Department of Special Investigations. 

The 'Prial Announcement 

On 24 December the Moscow p h s s  published the findings 09 the Snpreme 

The speclal session of the caart vas chaired by &rshal Konev 
Court, its sentence and the notice of execution of Berla and his s i x  co- 
defendants. 
and included the follwlng members: Shvernlk, alternete presidium member 
and trade anion chairman; Zeyin, flrst epu ty  chairman of the Supreme 
Court; General Hoskalenko, copmnckr of the Moscow Military D i s t r i c t  and 

. -  

I: : 

See footnote 1, page 3 t o  t h e  effect that the Beris group had been "ia 
court" a t  the time of their trlal. 
@.gated immedistely after ~cirav's assassination) provides that "cases 
must be heard wlthout participation of the parties," This has been +a- 
terpreted by legal experts t o  mean that neither the defendants nor. 
their couaseh can participate ia court b i o g  cansideration of the 
Wse, and thus leaves ineqplicable the reference t o  a fwher admission 
af milt by Berh.and his cohorts in court, 
- * It.should.be noted that in the Soviet Union it is exkremely rare 
that  laws are publicly ignored OT tampered VLth. It is possible that 
t h i s  proVislcm of the l a w  vas igacmd 80 as t o  make 'it clear that 
Berla agreed that his g u l l t  was absolute and concurred in the sentence, 
since, under present conditions, the new leadership apparently -shed 
t o  avoid a public trial comparable t o  those of the 30's in which thts 
could have been broaght out. 

ternbated during a period of not more than ten days; that  appeals 
against the  sentence and petitions fur pardm are not t o  be admitted; 
and that sentence 09 death is mandatory and must be carried Oat I m m -  
dlately. 
as w e l l  as in the s p i r i t  of' the law.  

Iche law of '1  December 1934 (pro- 

The l a w  also provides that investigation of such cases must be 

mse provisions appear t o  have been carried out t o  the letter 

- 5 -  
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garrison; Mlkhsilov, secretary of the Moscow oblast committee; Kushava,  
chairman of the (jeorglan trade unians; Gromov, chalrman of the Moscow 
court; snd Luuev, flrst deputy minister of the MVD. The court confirm@. 
the evidence of the preliminary investigatioas and the accusatioas la id  
dam in the prosecutor's indictment. The court establish3 that Berla: ..- .. I 

: ,  
, ' .  1. "acttug in the interest of foreign &ita1 ... set up .~ t r eache r -  

o w  group of complrators." They intended t o  use the organs .of the 
Ministry of Interns1 Affairs agafnst the Communist Party and government, 
t o  place the MVD above the party and government in order t o  seize power, 
restore capitalism and restore the control of' the bourgeoisie. 

The beginning of the treasonable activity occurred in 1919 and 
lasted up unt i l  Beria's arrest. Bfter Stalin's death, these act ivi t ies  
w e r e  intensified, bringing about the exposure. 
minister he promoted his conspirators In the movement and persecuted 
honest workers. 

2. 

After Beria became MVD 

3. !&e group carried out a number of criminal measures "to activize 
remnants of bourgeois nationalist elements In the mian republics t o  8ow 
host i l i ty  &tween the peoples of t4e USSR," 

.. , 1 

... 

. _  

. .. ... 

4. Berla, "wlth the a i m . ' o f  creating food difficult ies ... sabotaged 
and hindered the carrying out of the most important measures on the 
part of the government that  w e r e  dlrected toward the raislng of the eco- 
nomy of' the collective and state farms." 

"Beria and his accomplices committed terrorist acts against the 
people whom they feared would ewose them"; "the crimes c d i t t e d  by 
L. P. Berla that testified t o  his deep m o r a l  corruption" were also estab-' 
lished. 

5. 

The gui l t  of the accused was "fully proved in court by genuine docu- 
mentary data, .personal notes of the accused and evidehce of numerous w i t -  
nes8es." The accused were sentenced t o  "the highest meaaure of crlmiraal, 
puaishment--shootlng--wlth confiscation of their personal properw and w i t h  
the stripping of a l l  their  military titles and revards. The sentence is 
final and thew is no appeal. The sentence b s  been ca-ied out." 

Review of Berla's Position in the Hierarchy 

What can be safd of this OFficial record of Berla's purge? 
auch an examination, it may be worth w h i l e  briefly t o  consider again 
Beria's position In  the hierarchy,prior t o  St8lin's death. 

Ignatiev in August 1951 was taken as a sign that Berla's power wa8 

Before 

The replacement of MGB Mlnieter Abakumov by party officlal S. D. 
- 
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slipping, particularly slnce it was followed by $he ouster of a t  leasti 
eight and possibly eleven =public WB officials. Another suggestion along 
t h i s  line occurred in September 1952 when Kochlavsshvili, a n e w l y  appointed 
Georgian Ig3B minister, publicly criticized that m i n i s t r y ' s  operations and 
claimed it needed mare party control. Then, a t  the party congress.in-0cto- 
ber 1952 and later at  the 7 Noveaiber anniversary celebgtions, there were 
slight hints that Beria's star,was dimmer in the fac t  that his relative ~ 

ranking bad dropped. 
added fnjrtber fuel t o  th i s  argum6nt. 

The "doctors @ plot", publicized in JanuaTj.' 1953, . 

Stalin's death, hdvever, abruptly reversed th i s  decline of Beria,  and . he shot up t o  new heights by becoming second only t o  Malenkov. He also 
reg;s@ed control of the Mi%, which nas merged with the MVD, under Berfa 
8s a~lnlster. Ex-B chief Ignatiev, the interloper, joined the party 
secretariat for  a brief period but f e l l  into disgrace In April when $he 
doctors ' plot was reversed. 

The reversal !is belleyed t o  ham been instigated by Berla. 
were a t  least  two other developments in the period followlug Stalin's 
death tha t  also appeared to be J3erla~LPstlgated. 
uent of some loag-the associates of Beria back into key MPD positions, 
and the second was a de-Russl$ication policy which had as its offshoot 
the 1.emova1 of soplt3 outspoken supporters of Stalin's nationality policy 
euch as Eaelnikov in the Uhaine. A new housecleaning was accomglished in 
Georgia, and, though lea- a few loose ends, it clearly proclaimed that 
Berla was the man rumlng tbat particular pol i t ical  machine. se de-' 

.saggeeted that he had probabg been in agreement wtth, ff pot the prW2-Y- 
sponsor of, the !'new look." 'Fram a l l  outward appearances, .therefare, 

' 

Beria was a t  the height of his power on 2'7 June when he did not s h q  up . 

There 

!RE first Was the move- 

. 

. .  . .  

. .  _ .  . .  
- - - - - - - - - . - , - - - - - - - - - , - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  .. . .  . .  

. .  . .  -. 7..1)."." 
..&AIL- .*u n- a AC" "ww- PI-& u P -t a 

4 I *.-. .. .. 

:i.,. ' 

,pa* member f h s h  from a provinclal party ineeting who related that 
a "big" officia$. told the &et% that the: pol i t ical  unrest in. . 
Moscow would be".over very so& and that "Mr. Maleukov will be re- 
placed by &.. Beria who is .very str,ong, very intelligent. . 

Berla W i l l  be the dictator and a very dine ruler." 
Mr. 

. . 
. .  .. . . .  

. .  

. .  . .  
. .  

, . .  
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a t  the opera'party. His was no gradual decline, but a precipitous one& 

The Arrest . .  . .  . . .  . .  . 
The pressing questions among Western observers a t  the time of Beria's 

arrest were: how was it ac tua l4  brought about and haw could $&e arch- 
conspirator have failed t o  knm about the'plot against him? L i t t l e  evi- 
dence has been unearthed on th i s  point. However, Beria was neither om- 
niscient nm a l l  powerful. O t h e r  security chlefs bad been purged before 
h i m ,  although they admittedly dtd not rank so high in  the Soviet hier- 
archy a t  the time ae their disgrace. He was a t  the height of his power 
and possibly less wary than usual, Beria's ranklng associate was asmed 
as hls successor and may w e l l  have h d  a part in h i s  detention. "his, 

. -  ' too, 1s not unusual in Soviet hist&y. 

The logic of the situation would seem t o  point t o  an "inside Job" 
rather than a pitched battle, and the arrest probably took place before 
26 June. !!!his t i m i n g  is arrived at by noting that the Supreme Soviet 
meeting in A u g u s t  which confirmed the decree of its own presidium re- 

B r l l n  and Korea, which would place the crlsis 'some t i m e  after 17 June, I 
press, also appeared mawan? ap .the devlelapment. central On 

stir, cited Malenkov, Beria, and Molotov a6 collegial leaders. 

I 

.. .I . . .  - 2' One flaw umr8 this  picture, After the formation of the new MVD under 
Beris, some of the economic functions vhich hsd been tbe prinasry mis- 
sion of the old MVD passed t o  the corresponding gcrverment ministries 
handling these *roblems. Even slave labor control appears t o  ham? 
been taken away from the MVD and given t o  the Ministry uf Justice. 

only two possible explanations: either Beria dellberstely acceeded t o  
the breaking up of' hts  empire in a b%d t o  shake off the dread stlt353 
of "policeman" attached t o  his name, a bid also manifested In the doc- 
tors'  plot reversal and the'natioualities policy, or this  economic em- 
pire was being taken from him in the give-and-take atmosphere attendant 
on the division of spoils following Stdin's death. 

The reason for th i s  action is  not clear and there appear t o  be 
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Possible Military Involvement 

M o r e  Important than the estahlishment of the Rrecise tiPle that Beria 
was cu t  down 1s .the determination of the reason behind the action a t  such 
a crucial period in Sbviet history when the party was still reeling fram 
the depart& ,of Stalin. On th i s  polnt there is rather ctlrioas and sane- 

Moscow suburbs t o  back up a projected coup and that  th i s  action was co&- 

I 

a t  suqirising infomatton. \barn re- 

bred  by a ,similar movlement on the part 0 f t t L e - r  

units into pos~ition in the 

i 
I 

: 

ExamZnatLah of the Record 

. -. 

.. . 

l!he m i c i a 1  Caiminiques: w commrmiqw e the central committee 
issued on 10 July said that it had been decided t o  expel Be& from the 
party as an enemy of tixi partg and c ~ e  the people after listening t o  imii 
dlscusthg the repost af its presidium given by Malenkov. The rep& 
satd that Beria's nefarious activit ies in the interest of "foreign capi- 
tal" were maaifested in hi8 attempts t o  place the above the *govern- 
ment and the party. me cowmunique of the pl.eaidium of the Supreme 
Soviet said t*t .in dew of tzle fact  that  traitorous actions of Beria 

. 

o light, it vss decides t o  relieve'htm 09 his goVlern- 
case t o  the Sup9m Court and appoint Eruglov as 

. The central c k t t e e  communique thus indicated th;at the primary 
cherge.being levied against Beria, a t  least 'fck publi!, consumption, VELB 
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th i s  alleged attebt t o  place the MVD above the parts and the gove&nt;l/ 

was not rmustaal. As the ranking presidium Psember he was the 1 o g L c s l  caadi- 
date t o  defend the party and the gqvemnt .  The f ac t  that  &iris was act- 
ing so "wickedly" in the interest of "fareign capital" was also & 'standard 
and a aefessary inSertlOa; since he was not*conductiag himself 35 the in- 
terests of the party, he had t o  be conducting himself tu the interests of 
its enemlee, 

The fac t  that Malenkw presented this case t o  the central cotnm!ttee 

With respect t o  the communique a€' the presidium UP the Supreme Soviet, 
the important thing vas that S. I?. Buglov ms named Berla's successor. 

t The choice 'was a curious one& implsiDg that he had- consp'ired against 
Beria. 
(a) with Ihg lop  a t  the helm, a t  least  temporarily, the MVD careerist 
security elements would probably raise little opposition t o  Berla's ous- 
ter and m i g h t  even imagine that individually they could ride oat the stbnn; 
(b) Kruglov was acceptable t o  the maJority of the colleglal leadership as 
a neutral official  who was not predieposed t o  ass is t  one of their  number 
t o  become another S%alln. 

que6 provided interesting a d d i t i ~ e t a l l s .  Although Berla ' 6  crlmlual 
activity had been "deeply coseealed," after Stal ln's  death he became "im- 

. pudent" and started to  disclose his real face by "lettlng htmaelf go." 
This would  accord w i t h  -ore reported in.the press that Beria had been 
preparing a coup. 
Saviet l e a d e r 8 t  StSlLn's death hhd picked up -'end ae a rope, had 
given the other end t o  Berla .and had played out enough l e w h  fo r  Berla 
t o  hang himself. 

Two masons have been advanced in explanation of this appoilytment: 

I 

The Pravda Editorial: !L% Pravda editorla1 accompanying the commnnl- 

The phraseology glms one the iu1pressi0n that the 

' 

The charge af placing the MVD above the party and 
r' 

IJ m s  charge remained paramoumt  throughout a l l  :the ofticia1 SoPiet 
statements on the* case, and may have I& 8- factual 1x3~1s. FW - 
example, i n  the perid followlag Beria's arrest, newspapers t n  Azer- 
baijan contained numerous references t o  party-MVD rivalry in that  re- 
public, and it appeared that runner- MVD officlals had "broken loose" 
A.am party supe~ision and either Ignored or e r r i d d e n  party deci- 
sions in many instances. 

Kru&ov is knovn t o  have occupied a high post in the MVD after Berla 
became mintster, soviet plaw-text message 2 J~ILE, for eloampler, 
refers t o  Kruglov in such a nay a8 to indicate that *he hsd deputy" 
minister status4 It is probable that givglav vas %ria's first 
deputy minister 
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govermnent was cbr i f i ed  somewhat  by the statement thqt Beria had at- 
teplgted %o s e k c t  MvD workers "of personal loyalty t o  h'imself." Beria- 
actusUy bad not brought any new personnel in$o the apparatus.. He had, 
hayever, reln6tated' and promoted some old afYicials llke.Dekinaoz&'who 
ha4 fallen into disfavor, presumably without clearing it wlth the 'pe;rty. 
It must have been obvlous t o  the other Soviet leaders a t  the time of 
Berla's appointment as  minister that he would return some of his former 
Itentenants t o  power. 

p e e d  (past tense) aecisioxy on important items coace.rriing agriculture 
in order t o  undermtne the collective farms and create difficult'ies is 
the country's food supply. This charge served a s  a 'forerunner for the 

. start l ing admissions about agricultural failpres that Khrushchev " 6  
t o  make in September 1953. Yet strangely th i s  sin bf  Beria's was not 
pressed too strongly In prupaganb and not r e f e m a ' t o  by Khrushche+ in 
his unusual agricultural report t o  the central caarmittee. Perhaps the 
reason for overlooking this ripe prupaganda 'plum was the controversial 
nature 'of agricultural policy itself. Beria had never dtrectw taken a 
public position on this policy as had, for  example, his fellow politburo 
m e m b e r s  Audreev sad phmshchev. It has been speculated ear l ier  tht ' 
Beria's side in this  disptrte, the anti-hrushchev side, was made 
known through his two.!l!ransd8ucasns satraps, Bqgirav and Arutinm, and 
that it xas Beria who caused the abandonment nf Khnwhchev's wdical 
agrogor~ policy in 199.y a i s  speculation received some csaence 
when b o a  Arutlnov and Bagirov were deposed folhutng Berla'8 arrest. 

Berla .was also accused of mdemining the friendship & the peoples 
of the USSR, dissemlnathg hosti l i ty among them and activating bourgeois 
nationalist elements, This appeared t o  conf- suspicions that Beria . 
had been behind the new nationalities l lne evident ln the USSR slnce 
Stalin's death; a line which was ebarply curta$$.ea fo~owlng his arregt. 
It raised the unanswerable question of Berla*s3motivatZon in t h i s  
regard. Although a M l n g r e l i a n  (Georgian) himself; it seems doubtful. 
t o  the authors that Beria had any particular concern about the Znequities 
of Great Basstan chamrlnism. conceivably, h i s  e-rience in securitg 
matters may have cmvtqced hLm of the impracticality of such a policy. 

. .  _ .  - 
. .  

The second charge levied against Berla'by PraVaa was thst he had In- 

Iz/ There is no knam basis for press keports that the Machlne !J?ractor 
stations had !'been turned into bases for- the secret police ana a . 
weapon of polit ical  power." 
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onea ' z m r w n i e  mere was re J oicmg among some tnat tn e 

.-,. .. . .. 
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Another and strower possibility is t h a t  Beria, by becoming identffied 
vith a policy aF this sart, may have hoped t o  build up wider sua>pwct in 
nan-Ruaslan republics and areas and t o  pose a a liberal humanitarian' 
rather than a --hearted security m i c e r . 3  

reiterated--that Beria intentionally impebd and in some cases-r?d.istorted" 
orders regarding strengthening Soviet legislation and "liquidation of 
sane facts of lawlessness and arbitrary action." . While it is perhaps 
an'necessary t o  comment on the legitimacy at such a charge, it is never- 

is ham, for example, 
noticeable upsurge in 

The Pravda editorial then wlsed a point wbich was never again t o  be 

resulked in the release at 
affect poli t lcal  prisoners. There yas also a report 
id that  prior t o  the arrest of Beria there had been 
oast guard patrols along the shore. Individuals . 

were 'sllawed access t o  the beach without special document checks and it 
was rumored that "one could fish where one liked." After Beria's re- 
moval, howeyer, the security masures in $the area reverted t o  the i r  for- 
mer standards. These examples, are cited not as proof that Beria was en- 
couraging illegality, which would be a rather foolhardy move on' his part, 

the damaging effects of his "capitulatory" polfcy t o  round out the case 
against him.  

but 86 possible SUpPOI% for the theSlS that hi6 CO-haders Were Using 

Pravda lastly accused Beria of attempting t o  grab the leadership 
of the party in order t o  destroy it, change its policy into a "capitula- 
tory" one and bring about the restoration of capitalism. 
borne in mind of course that when a decision t o  purge a key ccfficial is 
taken in  the USSR, that  m i c i a 1  is usually feu@ guilty of every crime 
in  the book. Nevertheless, some of these charges had a ring of truth 

It must be 

I ! 
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&avda concluded its case against Beria by stressing the necessity 
for c m i v e  leadership and polntiag out that it was not a right but 
a duty for party w o r k e r s  t o  check the actions of the MVD, 

The Indictment 

The indictment of Beria, vhich was not'pablished until l 6  Dec 
five months a f te r  his arrest, named siK co-conspirators who had plotte 
with h i m  through the years. It repeated most of the charges made i n  
the original - pravda ar t ic le  w i t h  two noticeable exceptS.ons, and it added 
several. more. The two charges dropped were those deal- with @ria 6 
failure t o  carry out orders t o  liquidate lawlessnes6 and his pursuit 
a "capitulatory policy." 

The first additional charge was that Beria had started his nefarians 
career as early a s  1919 wkn he was e-d in undercover work in Georgia. 
In 1920 he was said t o  have established contact with *he Menshevik secret 
police in Georgla vho w e r e  a a g e i u y  In league wtth British intelligeuce. 
This accusation involved some rewriting of history, because Berla had 
been aFficially praised for his great success in carr;ySng out the orders 
of the central c d t t e e  'in t h a t  area. This particular charge was tihe 
only one that iuplnged on any of the other Soviet leaders in a direct 
a r .  For example, A. I, Milcoyan's career bad closefy paralleled that 
of Berta in 1919 aad 1920, both having been engaged l n  the same work'in 
the same area for t party. Both had been captured snd had spent t i m e  
l n  Georgian jails. 14" 

Another new char& was that Beria had intrigued against various 
"'hdnest" party w o r b r s  such as Ordzhonikidze who had stood in his way. 
Ordzhonikl@ze wag thus being held up t o  those who might. pe tiaged with 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I' 

r/ It is obvious, however, that any of the Soviet leaders could be tied 
t o  BeriEq's clique of conspirators if there had been any des* t o  do so. 
A l l  of t h e m  had world closely w i t h  Beria. 
Malenkov had been nominated for  the premiership by Beria slightly over 
three months prtar t o  his arrest. 

To tale one example, 
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"bourgeois nationalism" in Georgla, as an example uf a good B0lsheVIst.g 
Ordzhmiktdze may well hsve died an unnatural death. Kravchenko claimed, 
"That he dled by violence that hLs end was not natural, my 8ources barn 
not the slightest doubt."& 

allegation that the plotters had actually -red +pie **tan they 
feared exposure, "Terrorist" murder seems t o  be a cc~prmo~l thread runalng 
through the great purge trials. This accusation against Berla implicitly 
drew attention t o  other so-called "murders" in =cent Soviet h l s t w ,  
particularly those of Zhdanov and Shcherbakav. T h e b  actual instigators, 
unlike th06e of Kirov ,  fo r  example, had not been brought t o  trlal, . O n l y  
the "Intemdlaries" and their hirelings the "doctor-wreckers" had suf- 
fered. me "doctors' plot" reversal se t  the accused free and it was a 
reversal in which Beris is believed t o  have had a direct hand. 
charge that Beria had actually murdered t o  achieve his  ends raised the 
possibility that  it sanaeday might be alleged that Stalin himself had 
fallen victim t o  Berla. Such a charge, it must be said, has indeed 
never been hinted, but it is one that could be furmulated nithout a i f f l -  
culty if a future need should arise. In th i s  connection it should be 
noted that the indictment is open-ended enough t b  provide for the "dis- 
c m r y "  of more conspirators $f necessary. 

Of' perhaps evlen more importsnce in this  adaitional charge was the 

The 

A third new element which appeared i n  the indictment m e  that Beria 
had "committed a number of treacherous acts, endeavoring t o  weaken the 
defeasive capacity of the Soviet Union," It is difficult t o  deternine 
whether this  was merely a way of rephrasing the other charges or whether 
it was designed t o  c&r another m a  09 crime. It may I%? that Beria . 

L/ Aavda on the 30th anniversary of Ordzhonikidzets death in February 
1950 quoted h i m  as sa- that  the "party attitude" is the main thing. 
"He who I s  distracted from this path with:  perish ... the party att i-  
tude comes first and foremost." A *her posthtmous honor w8s paid 
t o  OrdzhmtBidze in early 199, when a town at  the northern end of the 
Caucasian military highway wae renamed for  him. 
borne his MUE q o m  1932 t o  l9h.b. 

- 
!Cbe town hsd prevfouely 

9 !J!his,,lncidentally, was not the first time that Ordzhanlkidze's name 
had cropped ap in a purge trlal. 
"antiSovlet !Crotswte Center," the chauf'feur Armold, tes t i f ied that 
he had beei commissioned t o  k i l l  Ordzhonikldze in  an automobile wreck, 
but did not have the courage t o  go through with it. 

One of the accused members  of the 
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manipulated his control ctf the atomic energy program for his own advantage 
and msy have differed wlth other Saviet leaders on the program. 
enough, less t- two months after his arrest, Malenkov declared that  tbe 
US "hydrogen maaopoly" no longer existed, and on 12 Augus t  the Soviet 
t e s t  of a thermaaoclear device occurred. Beria was thus ill rewariied for 
his efforts. 
called in t o  head t h i s  prbgram; that individual bas yet t o  be4dentIf'led. 
There 1s some evidence t o  suggest that the military has a largek role 
the program than previously, but t h i s  is by no means f i r m .  There have 
also been persistent m o r s  that the Ministry of Medium Machine Build- 
lug, which was formed on the same day that the Supreme Soviet passed 
its decree regarding Beria's arrest, and is now under Efalyshev, has 
taken over the problem. 

I ~ i c a l l y  

Hie  UetentPan meant that  someone else would have t o  be 

The indictment, In conclusion, lumped one f ina l  set  of charges to- 
gether, presumably to take care of anything that might have been over- 
looked.' It alleged that "other" crlmes of Beria were uncovered, testify- 
ing t o  his "prof'ouqd moral depravity," and In addition facts regarding+ 
his "criminal mercenary actionN were established. 
said "to bavle aamitted their guilt of ha- committed a n m h r  of most 
eerious state criaaes," s 

!Phe accused were 

-. 

'.The Party Indictment 

There vas a t  h a s t  one other OFficIal Soviet  statement on the Berla  
case, the existence which is known 7 I 
document prepared by the central ccnmnittJL'% December 1953 for sekcted 
party and state ogficlals. Detailed dissemination iastzuctions were 
given: .party and kamaomol of'fictsls through the l e v e l  crf the rayon bar0 
and 8- gmrnmznt ~ f f i c i s l ~  were t o  read it t&er a system d strict 
control and accormtsbility. These officials &re warned that  "no one ex- 
cept those who rea& this materisl has the right t o  pass anything on." 

s was an extremery ~engtby 

Detailed iaformtlon is now available on t h i s  document in a 
It appears that fM\;doeollbent, drawn up by t 

' ta i led development at each of the publicized charges. It began w i t h  a 
bLU-XXilIllLUlh.c d by Proc tk tm General Budeoko, 8 &- 

dlscnssiaa of Bed's actione around the time of Stalin's death; how he 
had surrounded himeelf with OeorgiEIns and faithfal servants In order t o  
overthrow the goverament and eeim power for himself, 
was atteu@ing t o  use km orga to SChIevle the overthrow and t o  further 
his treasonable activities. IPSfrrrther claiPmed that Beria had been s h m ,  
through the investigations, t o  be an agent of internstional imperialism.. 

It alleged that he 

The report  then went on t o  demonstrate the allegatians'by covering 
various phases of Beria's life and career under separate chronological 
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In short, the party Indictment dlf'fered from the published indict- 
ment only in providing more detalle rather than in developing any new 
charges. 

Beria ' 8  Co-conspirators 

A word is necessary here about those accused with Berla. A l l  were 
former security officials. Meshik, as MVD minister in the Ukraine, was 
probably involved in the post-Stalin purges tbere, including that of 
Melnikov. 
the spring housecleaning operation in Georgla. 
directly. connected w i t h  the MlB since June 1946, a t  which time Abakumov 
relieved him as minister, He had been m i n i s t e r  of state control since 
October 1950 and had been confirmed in that  post by the March 1953 S u p r e m e  
Soviet meeting which ratif ied the post-stalin government organization.l/ 

The same can be said of Deksnozav, who presumably carried out 
Mgrkulov had not been 

Merkulov, Dekanuzov, Kobulov, and VloaZimirsky were a l l  key figures 
in the postwar Chief' Dtrectorate of Soviet Pruperty Abroad (@Em) which 
played an ilqportant role in implementing Soviet economic policy in the 
Satellites . This Chief Directorate was 'peopled ,&th security personnel. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
-.i 

I.J -re is evtbnce jthat f,or8ehonikMiiiii'ts ' 
wife has resided tne 1cremL1 n far several years; 

Further researcd'ds needed on the job of the minister of state control, 

i&.Merkulov . 

. particularly during Merkulov's t e n m .  The officfal  Soviet announce- 
ointment on 17 

is not a security man, b u t  has been employed in the past as a party 
trouble shooter. 

- 16 - 
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Although nmiually attached to  the Council of Ministers, its persotlpel 
w e r e  presumably close t o  Beria and possibly subject t o  his personal, direc- 
tion. !Che linking of these four oben with %ria suggested that the bugaboo 
of soviet policy t d  ~ e m n y  was being raised and that Beris'i, role 
in t h i s  policy, particularly with respect t o  G W S ~ ,  was being attacked.&/ 

. 

It will also be recalled t&t Dekanozav had been ambastxi9 t o  Gemny 
a t  the tlme of the oviet attack and had later reached the level of deputy 
foreign mtnister.2 4 With re+ct t o  vlod~imzrsky, the fac t  that he was . 
called "the former head of the Investigation Deparbnent for particularly 
Important matters" suggested that he had been the "Ryumin" af the doctors' 
p lot  reversal and provided yet another indication that BerLa had been 
responsible 'far this action. Iastly, the fac t  that  only these e3.x of 
Berta's associates were selected t o  stand trial with him bore out other 
indit+ions.that the main target in the purge was the MflD and control of 
t h i s  organization. 

.. . 
. 

The Court's Findings 

' On 24 December the press published, the findings of the Supreme Court, 
its sentence, and the notice of Beria's exrecution a l l  a t  the same ti-. 
The guil t  of the accused had'been "fully proved." They had been sentenced 

- 
Research is also needed on the role and function of CosIMZ, 
were numerous m o r s  and reports thaf; Beria supported the so-called 
"eoft" policy toward Germaay and/or that  he was held responsible for 
the security debacle which followed the institution of this policy. 
We have been unable t o  6hed any light on these ruutors except t o  
point t o  previous reports regarding the dispute over the postwar dis- 
maatl1ng;policy in Germany reportedly supported by Malenkq and re- 

There 

ganovich and Beria, Inter alia, 

in re- 
parted t o  have attempted with the Germens in lM-3. Acc 0 

these zx?ports, t h e m U S S R  made contact Kith the chief of the Ostlsnd 
Branch i n  the Win Political Dlrectorate of the German Ostrninisterimn, 
in an effort t o  arrange meetings between German and Soviet officials 
in Sweden, .One of the Soviet ogficlals -6 t o  be Deputy Foreign 
Minister Dekanozov, and the object of t h i s  meeting was said t o  be the 
arranging of a separate peace between Germany and the USSR. There 
w e r e  other reports from Georgian refugees t o  the effect  that Beria 
and other Georgian leaders sent a representative to Berlin i n  1943 t o  
approach H i t l e r  about the pOS6ibh creation of' an independent s t a t e  of 
Georgia. 

- 17 - 
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t o  death and their execution had been carried out. W h i l e  the court a l -  
legedly confirmed all the accusations of the prosecutor's  indictment,^ 
the one charging Berie with weakening %he defenses of the USSR was not 
reiterated in the release &P the court's findings, as were  all the others. 

me selection ~f mtrsbl of &e liodet union K ~ V  as  cha~rmen of 
the m c i e l  session of the Supreme Court which conducted the trfal and 
passed sentence wds &ially emlained by reason ai! protocol; since he 
held the same rank as Beria. 
vas singled out for this dubious honor (there are about I2 other Marshals 
of S o d e t  Union). He had been one of the three marshals mentioned a6 in- 
tended dctims of the doctors' plot and on this  ground the choice might 

said t o  have a certain peculiar logic--an alleged victim sitting in 
Judgment on his implied attacker. A surprise PbePiber of the court was 
K. I?. Lunev, whose rank was given 86 flr& deputy minister of the MID. 
Lunev was a second level 
knam security 
parallel 09 Igtmtiw's asstgnment t o  the W B  in 19n. 

The question arose as t o  why &rshal. Konev 

f l i c l a l  of the Moscow O b l a s t  with no 
appointment t o  this post recalled the 

Presumably the prosecutor was Procurator General Rudenko.who had 
been' appointed after Beria's armst. Rtxdenko ha8 previously been pub- 
l i c  proeecutar in the Ukraine far a number of years, and since he has 
never been mlieypa may now be holding both positions. 

Ltmev as deputy MVD minister aate'S3.- earfy'December. 1953. 
- 2/ The ear l ies t  available reference 0 .  

- 18 - 
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11. Same Consequences at' Beria's Fall 

Persounel Changes in  the M ~ D  

As has been pointed out, the manner in which the Beria case was 
handled Indicated that a determiaed effort was being made tocaaf ine 
both the blam and the consequences of the "conspiracy" t o  the security 
forces alone. The indictment, %rial documents and Ijropaganda surround- 
ing the case gave primary emphasis t o  the charge that  Beria had attqapted 
t o  build up a conspiratorial &roup xithin the MvD in order t o  usurp 
parer from party and state organs, No party or state ofYlclals other 
than Merkhlov were publicly Wplicated I n  the "conspiracy," and even fn 
the case of Merkulav, neither his Ministry at' State. Control nor any of 
its officials were accused of complicity in  the case. 

. 
The prupagana potential contained in the accusations VBB not intea- 

e1veI.y explolted. A virtual silence In the Soviet press regarding Beria 
se t  fn a f e w  days following his arrest, and the propaganda campa'- a t  
the time of his execution was silenced also wlthin a few b y e  at' the epent. 
No real attelqpt was =de t o  make the Beria "conspirators" responsible 
for  current shortccPnings, such as  those in agriculture, in spite of the 
fact  that the indictment wo1&3 have provided ample ammunition for such a 
campalga* 

Beria's arrest  was folluwed by the replacement of his followers in 
MOSCOK and in the regional republics; 
09 his appointees were not remmd for a number of months after his &ten- 
tion and their r e m o v a l  is not.knawn t o  have resul ted in their  srreet ,  
Some, fn fact, continued t o  enJoy responsible posts in both the party 
and government apparatus of their  respective republics. 

I n  the republics, however, most 

;-, . . 
The extent of the Beria pttrg'e may have b& partly conditioned bs 

the extent t o  which Beria had been able t o  place his men In the MVD appara- 
tus b e h e n  March apd June 1953. H i s  resumption of' direct control: over 
the. security forces in &arch had-been followed by a number of organ-- 
tLonal and personuel changes in Moscow &d in the republics, .anU'it be- 
came apparent, a8 the charhs against him were t o  specify, that Beria was 
attempting t o  place his adherents i n  positions of importance In  the new 
MOD. It VBS equally apparent, however, that Beria had not been able t o  
complete the restaffing of t h i s  organ.lzation and that the KVD st i l l  con- 
tained a nuniber & non-Berla or anti-Beria of'ficlals a t  the tlae aP his 
arrest. 

As has been noted, In the k r c h  reorganization, the Ministry of Inter- . 
as1 Affairs (MVD) under Minister S. B. lcraglav and'the M i n i s t r y  of' State 
Security (MCB) under S. D, Ignatlev w e r e  merged Into the new Ministry of 
Internal Affairs (MVD) under Beria. grUglov was retained in the new 

- 19 - 
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organization as  a deputy minister, bu t  Iguatiev was reassigned t o  the 
party sec2wtariat. 
Ignatiev was dismissed from the secretariat fo?? "gullibility," which he 
had allegedly displayed as &ulster. - 

Upon reversal of the "doctors' plot" i n  A p r i l ,  however, 

The deputy ministers who had served under Riv@ov and Ignatiev w e r e  
not Identified ln  the new organization, and it is probable that Beria 
carried thro4h a thorough restaffiug of the new MVD on this  headquarters 
level with men whom he could t rus t  more fully. I. I. I@sleanikov and 
I. A. Serov, W u t y  ministers of 
ham t o  have retained their  pos r Beria, and the same was true of 
men who had senred 8s deputy ministers of the under Ignatiev. A. A. 
Epishev, who had been deputy minlster'af the E B  for personnel, drapped 
from sight.&/. The other deputy KGB ministers. under Ignatiev, Stakhanw 
8nd possibly Vorone&o, were not identlf'ied as deputy ministers of the 
new MVD, and it is possible that they were ei ther demoted or ousted when 

Militia i n  May 1953 w i t h  no inaicatiop as i o  the position he held there, 
although it is assumed that he was acting 8s chief. 
ter for investigations under Ignatiev, was arrested and charged w i t h  res- 
ponsibility for  the fraudulent "doctors" plot." His replacement appears 
t o  have been L. B. PlodzimimQ, one of Beria's co-defendants. 
trial proceedings disclosed that Berla bad also brought In B. 2. Kobulov 
as deputy minister and S. A. Goglidze as head of an unspecified direc- 
torate in the new MYD. 

old MVD under Kruglov, were not 

nized the ministry in March, Stakhanov, for example, was 
t the Chief Directorate of 

Ryumin, aeputy minis- 

The 

c 

Beria's arm2st vas followed by thst of three close associates In 
the Mm) apparatus in Moscow; Kobulov Vlodzimirs 

that  N, N. Shatalln, a member  of the - a was placed 
tried and executed along with him, 

in the MVD for a month a f te r  Beria's arrest as a first depu- minister 
t o  insure t h r r t  Beria's influence erased and that orders fkom the 
presidium were be- carried out. In additfon, the Party 's control 09 
the MPD war3 apparently assured through the appointment .of K. F, L-V, . 
a party careerist, as first deputy m i n f s t e r ,  Public identification of . 
Lunev l a  this  position came in D e c e e r  vhen he served on the Berla trial 
board, but d & f e E t b r s  report that  he was appointed in September. 

and Goglidze were a l l  
ve reported 

Epishev has subsequently been identified as first secretary of the 
Crimean Oblast party organlzstlan. 

- 20 - 
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Regional Changes ln the WD . 
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A study of apPOlntment8 and dismissals In  the republican EimD organi- 
zations effer Stalln's death and Beriafs purge strongly suggests thst . . 
while Beria made great efforts t o  restaff these organizations, preemPsbly 
with hie own men, he 'was not able t o  cmplete the process in the four- 
month period during which he again occupied the post of USSR security . 
minister. It I s  also lnterestlng that, with a few exceptions, most of 
these appointees w e r e  not removed from office lmmedlately after his ar 
rest. Several were elected t o  importent post8 in the republic party or 
ganizations ln February 1954, and some of thoae who were  replaced, rather 
than sufferina; arrest, w e r e  simply demoted t o  lesser positions, By the 
end of April 1953, 15 of the Union Republics had followed oscow's lead 
in merging their MVD-EE organizations into the new M V D . ~  r ~n 12 out af 
15 cases, the farPher M B  mluisters of the republics were named to head 
the new MVD; in one case, a new m i n i s t e r  was brought in.from another area; 
and in one case a former MPD m i n i s t e r  m s  named as minister of the new 
MVD. 

All af these former M3B ministers had either been appolnted under 
Ignatiev, or bad s e m d  under h i m  for neFsrly two years. It is possible 
that Ignatiev m y  have represented a faction in the Soviet party opposed 
t o  Berla, ana that a f e w  of these, republic mlnisters may have been sup- 
porters of Ignatiev, even though some of t h e m  had a t  an earlier date 
s e m d  m e r  Berla ln  the security forces; 
by the fac t  that a nuniber of these ex-EB ministers w e r e  replaced by 
Berla subsequent t o  their  appoinlanents as MVD ministers in April. 
dition, those former M B  mlnieters who sumived the Beria period 88 
heads of %he local WJD organizations are still in  office, 

I. L. Hordavets, MoldavlanSSR; and V. T. Vaskin, -hen SSR. M- I, 
Baskakov, former Belc3ru13eian M3B .minister, azlo was appointed t o  head the 
new MVD in &mil, was replaced In this  post %y his deputy, I. F. Dechlto, 
on 29 Juue, but was restored as head of the Belorwsian MVD In late 
August. Beria apparently brought about tbe ouster 09 new MTD mlnieters 
who had previotlsly headea the republic MIB o r ~ n t z a t b n a  ln E s t b n b  and 
Lithuania. 
M. K, Krassman on 29 May, Mter Berlafs arrest, KPassman was replaced 
by J. IC. Lombsk, the former MVD mlnister of Estonla. 

This contention is borne out 

I n  ad- 

%is is t rue 
'Io, P. Gueev Ln the arelo-Finnish SSR; A, V, 'lkreshenko, Kirghlz SSR; * 

In Eatonla, V. I. Moskrrlenko was replaced 8s  MVD mlnister by 

. 

. .. .. .. 

. .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
L/ Fifteen 09 the 16 Union Republics have their own Ministries of the 

Interior. Bo WJD mlnister or MOD organization has ever been identi- 
fied in the BSFSR, and although the RSFSR constitution lLsts an Mm) 
among .its other ministries, it is assumed that the all-Union MVD appara- 
tns f u l f i l l s  this functian. 
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In Lithnania, P. P. Kmdakov, former E B  minister in that republic, 
was replaced as MVD minister by I. L. Vildzhytmas, a nat ive Lithuanian, 
on 18 June. 
central committee, which scored the old leadership of that  republic fo r  . 
m i s t a k e s  in agricultural policy ana for  "distortions" of the Soviet 
nationalities pollcy. These "distortions" consisted 'principally in raeg- 
lecting the appointment of native cadres t o  important posts in-e ~ e -  ' 
public and overenthnslam in forcing the use of the Russian language 
on Lithuanians. 
Ukrainian central committee meeting ear l ier  in June which resulted' 
in the ouster of Ukrainian first secretary L. G. Wlnikov. 

This action closely followed a meeting of the Lithuanian 

The charges closely resembled those made a t  the 

It is believed that the line regarding "distortions" of the 
nationalities policy is traceable t o  Beria and was used by him t o  get 
r id  of Soviet officials whom he desired t o  unseat. 
mer second secretary of the Lithuanian party, m s  identified as  
Vildzhyunss '  replacement i n  February 19%. Vlldzhyunas, however, was 
identified as chafrmsn 09 Vilnus ci ty  executive cammittee when he was 
elected t o  the USSR Supreme Soviet in March 1954.. Before his appoint- 
ment as  MVD chief, Vildzhytmas was a rather obscure Ltthuanian party 
OFficIal, with no known background i n  the, security forces. 
kov reappeared subsequent to @ria's f a l l  as the UMVD chief of the im- 
portant Vladimir Oblast near Moscaw, 
have been a career parfiy abffictal, and his appointment would suggest 
t h a t  in  the republics the party is closely supertrising the work of the 
E r n .  

Tbe postStal in  MVD minister in Azerbaijan, S. F. Yemelyanov, had 
previously been the El3 minister In that  republic and had survived a l l  
at' the republic's EEB changes since 1946, Sfnce he survived the Beria 
period, only t o  be replaced Ln August after Beria's f a l l ,  it is likly 
that he was one of the few f-r ErglB ministers yho had remalned'loyal 
t o  Beria during the Ignattev perid. was 
closely associated v i th  M. D. A. Bagirov, the top man in  Azerbaijan,. 
whose fa l l  a lso followed that of Beria. 
phlcal lnfarmation currently a-ilable on the new Azerbaijan MVD minis- 

V, G. Deknozov, an early associate of Beria, replaced A. I. Koch- 
lavashvlli, the formks EgtB chief, as Georgian MVD minister in April 1953, 
ana Kochlavashvili became deputy MVD minister in that republic. Follow- 
ing Beria's arrest Dekanozov was'replaced by an army officer, A. I. InaUri, 
and later appeared a s  a co-defendant of Beria's i n  December, and was exe- 
cuted along with him. 

K. F. Lyaudis, for- 

P. P. KO&- 

Lyaudis, however, appears t o  

It is ab6.possible that 

There is Vzrtually no biogra- 
. .. 

' ter, A. M. Gnskov. 

I n  the Ukraine, P. Y. Meshyk, vho had been appointed 88 M3B minis- 
ter i n  the middle of Mrch 1953, was confirmed as minister of the new 
MVD in  April after the republlc's MVD and E B  had been merged. Like 
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Debnozov in Georgia, Mdshyk was removed fram office alqost immediately 
after Beria's arrest, and was t r ied and executed ahng  with h a .  Meshyk's 
replacement I n  the Ukraine, T. A, Strokach, was another former, m l n i s t e r  
of the old MPD under givglov and had been Ukrainian MvD minister befare 
the April reorganization,. 

who had been appointed Latvian MZB chief in early March was cdlrmed as  
MVD minister in that republic. Prior t o  hi6 assignment in htvia Koval- 
chuk's aff ic ia l  post had been that of Uhainian E B  minlster.l/ On 3 
June,' however, Kovalchuk was replaced as Latvlan MVD minister by I. D. 
Zuyan, possibly In accordance wlth the "native cadres" program Initiated 
by Beria. Although Zuyan was not nominated t o  the Supreme Soviet in 
early 1954, no replacement for him has been identified and it is believed 
that he still holds the post. 

A. P. Byzov, who was appointed MVD minister of the Uzbek SSR In 
April 1953, had previously been KBzakh 
was demoted t o  the post of deputy MZ3 minister of the Uzbek republic 
i n  1950, 
elected t o  the Uzbek central conunittee in February 19%. 

In the one case where t& m i n i s t e r  of the previous republican MVD 
organization was named t o  head the new MVD in April 1953, that minister 
has remained in office. V. V. Gubin, the Ikzakh MVD chief prior t o  the 
April MVD/MB merger, took over the new PllVD In that  republic, has qemiined 
in office, and was elected t o  the USSR Supreme Soviet in hrch 19%. 

F6llaaing the merger of the h t d a n  MVD and E B ,  N. K, Kevalchuk, 

. 

. 

minleter under Abakumov, but 

B y z m  seems t o  have survived Beria's decline since he was re- 

bas reported that Kovalchuk was serving as senior 
somet adviser t o  'the Polish security forces in 1952 and early 1953. 

r/ l 
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Jockeying for posttion among the post-Beria Soviet leaders.&/ 

I n  some cases, the 'post-Berla personnel shlfts may be related t o  the 
Beria case with relative assurance. This is true of a f e w  changes in  
MOSCOW, but more particularly of those in. Georgia, Azerbaijan and Armenia. 
These party and government changes generally followed the pattern observed 
In the MVD replacements which followed on the purge of Berla: 
w e r e  not very extensive, except in Berla's native state  of Georgia; but 
there, as-well as other places, most of the replacements were not made im-  
Ijledlately, but extended'over a period of months. No indication was given 
that those replaced were arrested; little publicity attended the changes 
and in  almost a l l  cases there h s  a general reluctance t o  propagandize 
the lZnk between these regional purges and that of Beria. 

khe shffts 

In  Moscow, the most important government official  known to have been 
purged as  a BerLa associate was V. I?. Merkulov, minister of sta te  control, 
and an old associate of Beria's In the USSR security appara.hrs. 
been, mentioned earlier that, although Merkalov was not CrPficiaUy die- 
missed as  minister of State control unti l  17 September he was probably 
removed earlier, eince Deputy Minister Pavelev was signing mes6ages as  
acting mtnister 09 state control i n  July 1.953. The date on which 
&rkulov's success . Zhproronkov, was appoin_ted i~ not known; as 
late' as mid-October, rknlov'e replace- 

a matter of days. 

It has 

ment had not yet bee I - ..L was expected i n  

Merkulov had served as USSR M2B minister in  the postwar p e r i d &  
and Later headed the Chief Directorate for Saviet Praperty Abroad. In 
1950 he had taken over the Ministry of State Control and daring the period 
of his tenure in  that of'f'ice began t o  enlarge the checking and coutrol 
functions of that ministry. It is possible that Beria had used him both 
t o  influence Soviet policy la Germany through *he Chief Directorate of' 
Sovlet Property Abroad (which contained a number of Berla followers other 
than Merkulov) and to extend his control mr Saviet internal affairs 

I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I/ Beginning in  Latel November 1953 a number of provincisl and republican 

party secretariek and s ta te  officials were replaced, usually on 
charges of inadequate implementation of the new economic course. 
changes w i l l  be discussed more ful ly  in a later study. 

These 

&rkulov was head of State Security a t  the HUE that Shcherbakov was 
allegedly murdered by the participants in the "doctors' plot." 

. i  
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throwh use ai? the Mtntstry of Sta te  Control. 
done 
bne of check- t o  one c!f sapervisiog various 

The latter was apparently 
cha~g- the reSponeibility of the ministry under Merku1o-r from 

rational aspects of 
the state mganizatians under its cognizance. r- 

In the ogflcial charges, however, it was not mntioned that  Merkulw 
ana the Ministry of Statx! Control were guilty of an abuse of power, nor 
was it indicated that the mia is t ry  would undergo a purge 6imibr t o  that 
of the MVD. Although state control mlnisters in 'some republics were re- 
moved following &rknlOV'S disappearance, there is no iadicat~an that 
the purge was very extensive, and there is no lafunnation available on 
reuovals in the central apparstns of the ministry. 

Press Deprtment is the only other change in Moscow which can be linked 
with any degree of ~ssur8nce t o  the Berla case. G r l g o r y m  bad vorked 
closely Wzth Berla in Georgla in the 1930's and had later moved t o  
central cotmilttee work in Moscow. 
and t o  the Collegium ad: the Foreign Ministry in May dwrlng the period of 
Beria's ascendancy. His replacement by L. F. IlyChev was announced on 9 
September. 

celebmtiaas, a number of important changes *in military positZons were  
noted. A t  least  tme of these may have been related t o  the Berfa purge. 
In Moscw, Col, Gea. P. A. Artenaev was succeeded as caarmander of the 
Mo$can MilLtary District  by Gen. I(, S. -MoskakRpko, -and Lt. Gea, K, R, 
Sinilov, Conrmsndant of Moscow City, was replacea by Mad. Gea, I, S. 
Kof;esnikov.. Both appear t o  have been prlmsrily.military rather than 
security aeficers, although the new edition of the Iarge Soviet Epcyclo- 

traaps in the past. Both officers had held their  posfs longer than any 
of' their counterparts in other m l l i t a r y  dis t r ic t s  and may have been ,due 

The replacement of V. 0. Grigoryan as head of the Foreign Ministry8s 

He was appointed to this press post 

Between the tiine af Berla's arrest'ana the 1953 October Revolution 

Ip"di" States that ArtemV.had C-d " S t a t @  8eCUriw" 88 W e l l 8 8  army 

e Bhms Hth  Beria's 

5%. Den. A. Pa, 
Vedenin as *c 
the Berla &fair. 
ogPicer and the Iqoops under his c d  have been dram from the security 
forces. spiridonov was appointed commandant suaetiPse between 

closely related to 
The gremlin coDrm8nd8flt has traaitionally been a secmiw 

- - - t - - - - - - - - - " - " ' - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

L/ CF. Soviet S t a ~  and Law, June 1952. ' 
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November 1938 and May 193g1 aroma the time Beria came t o  MOSCOW t o  take 
command of' the security forces from Yezhov. Lt. Gen. Vedenin, who re- 
placed Spiridonov, is a career army orPficer, but there is as set no in- . 
dication that the  Kremlin security function itself has been completely 
taken over by army troops. 

Regional Party and Govlermeat Shlfts 

Georgia . 

. 

- 

The results of the Berla purge were most strongly fe l t  in the 

- areas, however, the replacement of the ma,jority of Beria's followers was 
Transcaucaslan republics of Georgia, AzerbaiJan and Amenla. 

a prolonged process, xi th  little propaganda relating the personnel chawes 
t o  complicity in the Beria case. 

In  the Soviet republic of kmgla ,  the home state of Stalin and Beria. 
and long a jungle of polit ical  intrigue, a Joint plenum of the Georglan 
central c m i t t e e  ana milisi tam party camittee was hew on 13-14 
July t o  discuss the ouster 09 Beria. 
by Georgian party leaders whcnn,he had apparently placed in &ice in 
a r i l  1953. 
leaders and try- t o  sow the seeds of bourgeois n a t i o n a l f s m  i n  that repub- 
lic, A number of individuals were criticized for g l a  assistance eo 
Beria in his e f f o r t s  t o  seize power. Among these were V, G. Dekanozav, 
Georgian MVD minister who was tried and shot wlth the Beria "conspirators;" 
B. 2. Kobulov, USSR deputy MVp mbister who shared the same fate; A. I. 
-paw, Georgian minister of s t a t e  control, nho had heid a number of im- 
por€ant poets in the I433 under Berla; I?, M. Bulrhadze., former Georglan MSB 
minister who had been purged in 1952; S, S, Maumluv, a member of the 
Georgisn party buro, who had formerly held import$nt posts in the IGB; 
and S, R. Milshtein, who formerly headed a dlrec€arate of the IGB, but 
whose whereabouts had been nriknm for several years. Two fanner first 
secretaries of the Georgian party, Charkvhni aud Mgeladze, w e r e  cri t i-  
cized on the same grounds. All at' these cd'ficials cited as Berla ad- 
herents are believed t o  have been so, with the possibb exceptions of Ruk- 
hadze, Charlcvlani and Ngeladze. 

A curious feat&. af the July meeting In Georgia w88 that  it was con- 

In these 

His ,activities were strongly condemned 

Beria was accused of giving Mal advice t o  the Georgian 

. 

ducted by Georgian party leaders who owed their  positions t o  Berla. 
These w e r e  the men who headed the group which came t o  power in April 1953 
in a reorganization which replaced virtually every ituportaut Georgian party 
and state 09ficial in m i c e  a t  that time. V. M. Bakradze, Georgian 
premier, A. I. Mirtskhulave, first.secretary of the Georglan party, and 
V. M. Chkhivadze, third secretary of the party, are examples of t h i s  
group and were among the principal speakers a t  the J u l y  meeting. 

.. 
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With the exception of Dekanozov, Rapava and Mamulov, most of BerFa's 
appointees continued i n  office and were active in Georgian affairs uti1 
late Septem%r, wkn a plenum of the Georgian central caarmit.t;ee was 
called to consider the. impkmenjktion of the "July plenum of the central 
camchittee of' the CPSU." This was the USSR central conrmlttee meet- which 
had dismissed Berla, and which apparently passed a decislon regal.ding the 
maqner in which Beris's followers were t o  be handled throughout the USSR, 
This oblique reference t o  the July plentnn of the USSR centraY2ommlttee 
was the only way in which the republican purges were officially related 
t o  tbat of Beria. Failure t o  implement the decisions of th i s  plenum (and 
otber shortcomiags) were the official charges leveled a t  outgoing leaders 
not only In Georgla, but also In Armenia and Azerbaijan, 

8 member of the USSR party secretarlat, Tliis fact  tended t o  underscore 
the role 09 the secretariat, headed by 1. So Iouwshchev, in  party per- 
sonnel replacements, and the attendance of a party secretary a t  local 
party purges became a c m o n  feature of these purges. A t  th is  Ge_orglan 
plenum, most of the Berla-appointed menhers of the party bur0 w e r e  dis- 
missed, and it wa8 "recommended" that the p r e U l e r  also be replaced. 
Party Secretary Mirtskhulava vas supplanted by V. Po Mzhavaaadze, a 
native Georgian. The latter's last post was that of deputy pol i t ical  
officer of the Kiev Mllitarj~\District, and he had served in this post 
and on the Ukrainian orgburo during N. S, Khrushchev's tenure a s  first 
secretary of the Ulrrainlan Party. V. M. Bakradze, the Georgian premier, 
was subsequently replaced by D, Do DzbavakhIshvLli, who had previously 
occupled a post of secondary Importance in the Georgian republic. 

plenum, some remained In office unt i l  early 19%. 
had been released Pram Imprisonment by the Beria forces in April to take 
the post of flrst d,e uty premler of Ceorgla, wqs not replaced lu thls post 
un t i l  January 1954.3 The second and third eecretaries of the Georgian 
party, D, 2, Romelashvili, 4nd V. M, Chkhivadze, who had assumed their 
posts in April, did not decllne l n  status unt i l  February 19% when they 
were elected t o  the Georgian central CCcmnittee, but not t o  the bur0 or 
secretariat. Raaaelashvi l l ,  t o  R Supreme Sodet. 

The Septembr Georgian party plenum was attended by I?. N. Shatalin, 

Although most of Beria's appointees were replacea a t  the September 
I. S. Zode lava ,  who 

More than a year earlier,  Z o d e l a v a  and a number of other Georgian of- 
f lc ia l s  had been purged on cbarges of embezzlement and other crimes, 
In April, three of these men Including ZodeLava *ere exonerated and 
restored t o  high ofYlces in the Georgian party and goverument. This 
was the Georglan version of the doctors' plot reversal and, like it, 
a deliberate slap a t  the previous regiuk. 
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Azerba €Jan 

tha t  of Berla, although cedis aspects of t h i s  case remain obscure. On 
the basis of his background, Bagirov would appear t o  have been an lmpor- 
taut  and close associate of Beria. 
caucasian security and polit ical  affairs  since the 1930'8, and there are 
stme reports of friendship between the tV0. There is reason t o  believe, 
however, that Berla and Bsgirov tpay have had d.lfferences of opinion mr 
the Soviet nationalities policy. Both had ear l ier  been ardent a d m a t e s  
of the "Susslf'ication" l€ne and Bagirov continued t.0 associate himself 
w i t h  the "Russtfication" approach i n  the period immediately prior t o  
Stalin's death. Beria, as M have seen, apparently took an opposite tack. 
Further, Bagirov paid his alleglance t o  Malenkov i n  the period af'ter 
Stalin's death rather than t o  Berla. 

The purge &! M. D. A. Bagirov in Azerbaijan may also be related t o  

. .- . .  Both had worked together in Trans- 

... 

Ia ahy event, the announcement of Beria's arrest  was closely followed 
by the purge of Bagirov in Azerbaijan. 
the Azerbaijan central conmnittee and the Baku c i ty  party cormnittee m e t  
t o  discuss the Berla case. 'The meetlug vas attended by a member of the 
USSR party secretariat, P. LQ. Pospelov. A$ the plenum Bagirov m e  
stripped of his party posts ad. it was "recaPrmeded" that e also be re- 
moved as chairman of the Azerbaijan council of ~in i s t e r s .1  9  he specific 
charges against Bagirov did not Include collaboration with Berla; ln- 
stead, it was stated that he had ignored the "party principle of collec- 
tive leadership." 
a "vicious style of leadership" over a long period which had .resulted in 
"serious violations of party principles of ttie selection of cadres." 

In  midduly a jolnt plenum of 

He was accused among other things of having adapted 

Fo-1 action on the central committee's "recomendation" tha t  
Bagirov be removed as Azerbaijan premier did not come unt i l  a. month 
later. 
the previous April. 
had been appointed first deputy chairman of the Azerbaijan Council of 
Minister8 and A. M. Guskov named t o  replace S. F. YenElyanov as 
m i n i s t e r  in that  republic. 
Topuridze, was also removed as deputy chairman of the Akerbaijan Council 
of Ministers. 

Hie replacement, T. I. Kuliev, was the man Bagirov had supplanted 
Six days earlier, 011 11 Augus t ,  I?. T. AmtraShnOV 

A reported Beria associate, P, D. Suuibatov- 
' 6  

i' 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - T - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

In mid-April Bsgirov had "voluntarily" given up'his post of' flrst 
secretary of the Azerbaijan party t o  former Azerbaijan MVD chief T. A. 
Yakubov, and assumed the post of chairmSn of.the Azerbaijan Council 
of Ministere. 
Union party's presidium prior t o  27 June. Like pllelnikov and Berla, 
he was absent from the opera party on that date. 

Bagirov may have been removed from his post and the all-  
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As previously Indicated, t& reasone for Bagirov's purge are same- 
A factar of importance may have been his open opposition w h t -  obscure. 

to'ghroehchev's "agrogorod" policy in 1951. The Utter hypothesis is 
stikngthenea by the fact  that the only other Soviet o f f ic ia l  t o  voice 
similar apposttion was also purged i n  December 1953. 

lng. As previously stated, when Bagirav shffted from his po&lon of 
first secretary of the Azerbaidan party, a position which he had held 
siqce 1933, t o  that  of chalnaan of the Council of Mn.Lster6, 91a. A. 
Yakubov =placed hlq. Yakubov had worked under and wlth Bagirov since 
1934,' both in the central cOPrmittee's apparatus and as a secretary 
of that organization. After Baglrov's purge, Yaktibov remained as firs 
eecretary, and T. I. Kuliev, who had been replaced by Bagirav a s  chair- 
mu' 09 the Cormcll of M I U l s k r s ,  returned t o  th i s  position- Thus, two 
men wzlo had worked for many 3 e a r s  with Bagirov were kept in important 
posltions In the republic even after he wa6 purwd. 

Both remailled active in Azerbaijan affairs  unt i l  Febrpers 19%. 
Kullev'was naminated as  a deputy t o  the USSR Suurpreme Soviet ln that ' 

month, and Yakubov delivered the accountability address t o  the Azer- 
baijan party congress in late Febraary.i A t  the congress, huwever, both 
were singled out for severe criticism. While working vith Bsglrov they 
vere said t o  have agreed 'in a cowardly manner with his unparty type of 
work and t o  have been obsequious t o  him." Knliev was r e m o v e d  from 
the Supreme Soviet electoral list, and both were subsequently replaced 
in their posts. 

The sltuation with regard'to Baglrov's replacement vas quite strlk-  

There are two possible emhnations far th i s  pecullar action; It 
is possible tht, because Bagirov had held this post far an inardlnate 
tine, posslbly through Beria's protection, an aUvanced form aF pro- 

party. The post-Bere m m l h  leadership, therefam, was concerned 
not only w i t h  weeding out Berta's associates but also with correcting I 

t@ damage &ne by them t o  active party control mr a l l  branches of' 
Sjoviet life. The long delay in remmtng the remaiaing members of the 
Azgrbai3an leadership suggests that they m y  have been granfgd a chance 
t o  reform'but failed t o  respond. Apparently, the s,imple removal of- 
Baglrov was not sd f i c i en t  t o  correct the situation in the republic 
and the Kreutltn t*n recognized the necessity far furkher purging in 
order t o  bring a3out a revitalization of the Azerbaijan PartJr. 

viacis1 dictatorial  m demiapea which stiflea the vr ta i i ty  09 t b  . 

On the other hand, it Is possible that these men were left in con- 
t r o l  durlng the six months whlch elapsed between Bagirov's purge and thelr  
removal because the Kremlin could not agree on either their gui l t  nor the 
extent of their association wlth Bagirov. 
sp l i t  Into factions concerning the removal of these men and the w e i g h t  of 
opinion f e l l  t o  keeping them. 

The presidium may have been 

By February, however, a shift In the balance 
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of parer conceivably could have taken place, and those that -shed t o  
xvimovp these men may have prevailed. . .  

Armenla 

A thlrd republic In which the Beria purge had profound repercuseioas 
was Amenla,. Here too, the purge of Beria's followers vas lung ia comlng. 
On 4 Decembeq a t  a plenum of the AmenIan central committee called t o  die- 
cuss the July (Beria) and September (agricultural) plenums of the USSR . 
central committee, the entire ArmenIan secretariat, headed by 0. A. 
Arutinov was dismissed and the membership of the party bur0 was thoroughly 
revaqed, 
Pospelov, w210 bad attended a similar seseian In herbaidan i n  July. As 
i n  Azerbaijan, the new Armenian leaders headed by S, A. Tomsyan had pre- 
viously occupied positions of secondary la$ortance in the republic. 

Arutyunov's ties w i t h  Beria extended back t o  the 1930's vhen both 
he and Bagirov had been closely associated xith Beria ia l?rans&ucasian 
Bffelrs.  Mention of the "July plenum of the CPSUA a t  the Armenian prty 
tlbeetlng which dismissed Arutyunov indicated that his dismissal was re- 
lated t o  the Beria purge, ~ ~ i m  the case of Bagirov, an additioual fac- 
tor my have been Arutyunov~s criticism of ghrushchev's "agrogorod" program. 

. 

1we meeting was attended by USSR Secretariat member P, 1. 

Although the Armenian purge was indirectly t ied  t o  the Beria case, 
0 f f l C L a l  Sovlet.propaganda did not stress the point nor accuse the for- 
mer Amen.laa Ogficisls of implication In Beria's alleged plot t o  take 
over theSoviet party and government. Principal stress was Laid on Vfola- 
tions of the principlk of collective leadership, on the d%ctatorial a t t i -  
tude of the old secretariat and buro, and on a "bureaucratic" approach 
t o  problems a9 a g r i c u l t m  and industry. 
In late February by the new Armenian secretary, ..!l!ovmasyan, a t  the republic 
party congresi. 

These charges were again stressed 

Rehabilita t lone 

In the period follawlng the arrest  of Berla, two prominent offidlals 
apparently purged by him w e r e  partially rehabilitated. 
appointed Sovlet ambesador to  R ~ r n a n i a  on, 26 July, and S. I). Ignatiev was 
Identified as first secretary of the Rashkir ASSR party organizatlollon 
17 February 199. 

L. G. % ? h € b v  was 

. Melaikov had been first secretary of the Ukrainian party organization 
and an alternate Ember of the USSR party presidium a t  the time of hie 
purge €n early June 1953. 
agriculture and of violations of the Soviet natfoaalitles policy, mi- 
cularly in  the ~ e ~ t e r n  Ukraine. 

A t  that timi? he was accused of mistakes In 

These charges, believed t o  have been 
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iWti@ted by Berla, resulted in the r e m o v a l  of Melnikov frw his party 
posts by the UkxWaisa central. c d t t e e  and presumably la hls dismissal 
from the USSR Party presidium, although no official  announcement was 
made t o  th i s  effect. 

S. D. Ignatiev hsa occupied a number of important party and state 
posts prior t o  his  ouster In April 1953. He had served in regional party 
Organieatlons such as those of the Bashklr ASSR and the B e l o s s i a n  SSR, 
Sad had also held important posts in the USSR c e n h l  committee apparatus. 
As I s  well lnurwn by this  time, he replaced V, S. Abakumov sometime in 
1951 as WSSR m i n i s t e r  of state security, and removed several Beria ap- 
pointees in that  organization. A t  the 19th Party Congress in October 
1952 Ignatiev was elected a member of the central committee and of the 
enlarged party presidium. In March 1953 he was removed from the party 
preaidium'aod appointed t o  the secretariat, a t  the same t i m e  that the old 
W B  was merged in a new MVD tmaer Berla. The followlug month Ignatiev 
was publicly criticized for  "political blindness and inattentiveness" in 
connection w i t h  the reversal of the "doctors' plot" and was removed from 
the party secretariat, 
believed t o  have been engineered by a faction in the party hierarchy 
hostile t o  Beria, and since the  doctor^^ plot" was apparently directed 
a t  Beria, it is hard t o  avoid the conclbion that Igaatiev's ouster was 
due t o  the Influence of BerQ, 
COrreSPonde~tS pasEd by the Soviet CepBm~. FoUOWhIg his remoVal, 
Ignatiev was not identified in another post tmtil  February 1954 when he 
appeared as the first secretary of the Bashklr ASSR party organization, 
a post which he haa held some years previously. 

r inth of these post-Berla purges, the following seem$ t o  emerge from the 
exploration. 
f icial  statements t o  implicate anyone in the Beria e s e  other than those 
t r ied and executed in  December, L i t t l e  pub1ici;tY surrounded the d l d s -  
sal8 of MPD, party and government officials associated xith.Beria, and 
f e w  we= charged wlth actual ccmglicity in his n~on6plra~y." !RE purge 
aF hls assoclatee proceeded rather slmly. Ila:lcCinsid.ezing. the serious- 
ness of the charges, the  p'urge was limited in its scope and mild I n  its 
consequences, and there is no indication that %he msjority of those d16- 
missed were subsequently jailed. 
responsible party and state posts in the republics. mere were also e h -  
mnts  of indecision regarding replacements for some of these appointed t o  
posts hela by Beria's f o l l m r s  in the republics, since a t  least  two of 
these were in turn replaced by new men several months later. 

This ln&cision may be due t o  the continued presence r i t h in  the 
hierarchy of a nuniber of oFficials who co-aperated w i t h  Beria during his 
bid for power, It is obvious that he needed a t  bast  the formal approval 
of a number of party and sta te  officials for several moves made between 

Since his original appointment t o  the M3B was 

Specnlstion t o  this effect by Western 

' 

While it is diff icul t  t o  follow the thread back through the Isby- 

There has been a general reluctance in propaganda and in of- 

Same, In fact, continued t o  0ccIW 
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March and July.1953. These would include: 

- dismissal 09 so D, Ignatiev from th party secritariat  in 
&ril, which would have required the approval of m e m b e r s  of 
the party presidium and/or the central committee. 

Mlnlatry of Foreign AfYairs and as the Foreign Mlnistry*spress 
chief, which would .have required a t  least  the formal approval 
of impartant state officials. - The June press campaign regarding "distortions" of the Soviet 
natfonalitieo policy, especially in  the Ukralne and Lithuanh. - UBraInian central committee's dismissal ae its first secre- 
tary, L. Go Melnikav, and his presumed removal f'ran the USSR 
party presidium. - The numrous persokl changes on. the republican min i s t e r i a l  
level which requfred a t  least the formal approval of the ,repub- 
lican State apparatus, 

- The appointment of V. G, G r i g o r y s n  t o  the Collegium of the .., 

If It is true that there are important officials still  In the Soviet 
hierarchy who had co-operated closely w i t h  Beria, it would help t o  ex- 
plain 601~~2 aspects of the case for which there is c m n t l y  no other satis- 
fact- explaaation. 
tempt t o  confine the blame for Beria's activit ies solely t o  the security 
forces, and xhy those of his followers who remined In ogfice a t  the 
ttme of his arrest were removed only slowly and apparently snffered no 
drastic retaliation far their  co-operation, 
rather curions propaganda handling of the Beria case--the fact  that vir- 
tually no publicity was given t o  it between the announcement of his  ar- 
rest and the tr ial, and the s w i f t  termination of the propagauda caprgsign . 
folloKing each of these events. !Phis was done, In  spite of the fact that 
Berla and hie followers would have made excellent scapegoats for past and 
pre'sent shorty&gs in the IISSB which have received a great deal af pub- 

for example, Beria had been accused of impeding important decisions but 
there was virtually no attempt t o  follow up t h i s  polnt. 
the case contrasts strongly with that of the "doctors*.plot" which featured 
an intensive, eustained propaganda campaign. Failure t o  accord shilrrr 
treatment t o  the Beris " C g p S p i r a t a r s "  and their collaborators is diff icul t  
t o  understand unless' there are Important people within the SovZet htersrchs 
who have good reason t o  want the Berla case. forgotten. 

It would-explain why there was a delLverate at- 

It would e 4 l a l n  the 

l i c i ty  within the b8t In  the 1OrpOrt;ant SpbE Qf S g r l C d L t U r e ,  

Treatment of 
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