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UNORTHODOX IDEAS IN THE USSR 

1. This survey represents the first systematic 
attempt to deal with a growing volume of classified 
reports on attitudes and views expressed by younger 
Soviet citizens in convers*ations with Western nationals. 
As might be expected,the Soviet citizens are, with 
few exceptions, members of the intelligentsia, i.e., 
students, doctors, scientists, economists, etc. They 
are often members of the CPSU or of the Komsomol, but 
seldom members of the Party apparat. The views are 
selected and presented under the following headings: 

The Goal of Communism 
Present Socialist System of the USSR 
Religion 
Soviet Economic System 
Soviet Foreign Policy 
Socialist Brotherhood 
Marxist-Lenin Doctrine 
Membership in the Communist Party 
Membership in Komsomol 
Regime Deceit 
Collective Guilt for Stalin's Crimes 
Attitude Towards the Regime 
Capitalism and the West 
Concepts of Freedom and Democracy 

2. The ana lys t ,  Miss Wrion Shaw of the Soviet 
Internal Branch, Office of Current Intelligence, cautions 
the reader against drawing any conclusions about popular 
opinion in the Soviet Union from what at best may be 
a rapresentative sample from the exceptional and not 
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the average group. 
of interest to note, however, that insofar as the 
reports studied deal with desired changes in Soviet 
society (toward political liberalization and economic 
abundance) the assumption seems to be that the changes 
will take place by evolution and not by revolutionary 

It is not surprising but still 

violence. 
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I UNORTHODOX IDEAS IN THE USSR 

The S o v i e t  p r e s s  normally p r e s e n t s  a s t e r e o t y p e  
p i c t u r e  of " the  S o v i e t  peop le"  unanimously e n t h u s i a s - c  
i n  t h e i r  suppor t  of regime p o l i c i e s .  Occas iona l  refer- 
ences  t o  " s l a n d e r e r s  of our  people  who t r y  t o  mora l ly  
c o r r u p t  t h e  inexper ienced  w i t h  s p i r i t u a l  s l u s h "  have 
n o t  s p e c i f i e d  t h e  l ls lushlq.  I n  an unusual  moment of f rank-  
ness, however, Pravda l a s t  September publ i shed  a let ter 
from a reader w m p l a i n e d  t h a t  s h e  had s u f f e r e d  d e f e a t  
in a t t empt ing  t o  defend S o v i e t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and domestic 
p o l i c i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  criticisms of he r  f r i e n d s  and neighbors:  

"Whatever t h e i r  a g e s ,  whatever t h e y  begin  
t o  t a l k  a b o u t ,  i n e v i t a b l y  they  a l l  s w i t c h  over  
t o  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r n a l  s i t u a t i o n .  
Then and now. In America and a t  home. Under 
S t a l i n  and today and so f o r t h .  There are many, 
many q u e s t i o n s  ... They sa id  t h a t  w e  g i v e  much 
h e l p  t o  underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s .  
them roundly:  y e s ,  w e  h e l p .  And t r u l y  i t  is 
e s s e n t i a l  t o  h e l p  underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s  so 
t h a t  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  system w i l l  be more q u i c k l y  
b u r i e d  a l l  over  t he 'g lobe .  A l s o ,  I spoke of t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t o  reduce  p r i c e s  each y e a r  would mean 
t h e  weakening of a g r i c u l t u r e .  The kolkhozes 
slumped comple te ly ,  b u t  t h e  p r i c e  of food was 
reduced.  But now our p a r t y  follows a real p o l i c y .  
And w e  are  proud of ou r  m i l i t a r y  force. And I 
w e l l  know t h a t  i f  w e  d i d  n o t  have ou r  m i l i t a r y ,  
t h e n  America would immediately a t t a c k  us .  And 
a l though  I a m  a non-party woman, I e n t i r e l y  s u p p o r t  
t h e  p a r t y ,  Comrade Khrushchev, and h i s  p e r s i s t e n c e  
i n  fo l lowing  a p o l i c y  of peace  i n  t h e  world.  For  
o u r  people  t h i s  is most e s s e n t i a l .  

I answer 

Yesterday I argued much ... I t r ied t o  e x p l a i n  
t o  someone why o u r  count ry  had n o t  g o t t e n  
s t r o n g e r  i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s .  Our count ry  was 
a t t a c k e d  many times, how o f t e n  w a s  i t  invaded 
and robbed,  and a f t e r  t h i s  we immediately want 
manna poured i n t o  our  mouths ... B u t  there a re  
people  who do no t  unders tand  a l l  t h i s  N o t  
o n l y  t h e  elder ones ,  b u t  a l so  t h e  youth  who 
have n o t  seen  war. ..I a m  s u r e  t h a t  i f  once a 

I 



. .  . 

, .  ,.... 
.. . . 5';. 

... . .;.. .:.:... . .. . , , . . . . . .  , 
. .  . . .  . . , . . . . . . .  . . . .  . 

I 

.. ' 

. .  . .  .. . . .  

week t h e r e  came to  u s  a good man, a good p a r t y  
member, and he  conducted a d e b a t e  on e x c i t i n g  
s u b j e c t s ,  everyone would be p leased  ... L e t  him 
be one who knows w e l l  how t o  anwer a l l  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  which were p u t  t o  m e  y e s t e r -  
day .  Of c o u r s e ,  I s u f f e r e d  f a i l u r e  because  I 
a m  inexper ienced .  . . " 
The " p o l i t i c a l  ques t ions"  which she  found h e r s e l f  

unable  t o  answer can  be  i n f e r r e d  - f o r e i g n  aid and 
de fense  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  food p r i c e s ,  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
consumer goods,  KhruahchevOs f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s .  
such  an  i n d i r e c t  admission t h a t  " p o l i t i c a l  ques t ions"  
are b e i n g  asked  is unusual  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  p r e s s .  

Even 

A gl impse of what some of these q u e s t i o n s  may be, 
however, c a n - b e  ga ined  from f ragmentary  r e p o r t s  of con- 
v e r s a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  S o v i e t  
c i t i z e n s  from t h e  American and B r i t i s h  Embassies i n  
Moscow, from Western t o u r i s t s  i n  t he  USSR, and f r o m  
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  East-West exchange programs. 
is a n  attempt t o  i d e n t i f y  some of t h e  s u b j e c t s  on which 
unorthodox op in ions  have been expressed  by i n d i v i d u a l  
S o v i e t  c i t i z e n s .  I t  is no t  a s t u d y  of popular  op in ion  
i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. T h x n d i v i d u a l s  quoted here do n o t  
r e p r e s e n t  t h e  ave rage  S o v i e t  c i t i z e n .  
they  voiced  unorthodox op in ions  i n  t h e  p resence  of 
f o r e i g n e r s  makes them e x c e p t i o n a l .  

This paper 

The mere f a c t  thsbt 
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i d e a s  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  Mayakovsky Square 
i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1961, t h e  regime a c t e d  d e c i s i v e l y  t o  
imprison t h e  m o s t  vocal s p e a k e r s  and t o  b reak  up t h e  
meet ings.  

What h a s  emerged from t h i s  survey  is a remarkably 
wide r ange  of non-conformist ideas expressed, fo r  t h e  
most p a r t ,  by young men and women whose p a r e n t s  were 
young a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Revolu t ion  i n  1917, and who 
have s p e n t  t h e i r  e n t i r e  l i v e s  under t h e  S o v i e t  sys tem 
of i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  None are defectors. Most of them 
have made a place for themselves  in t h e  USSR and appear  
p r i m a r i l y  ,concerned w i t h  r e t a i n i n g  or improving t h a t  
p l a c e .  One, a 34-year old doctor expla ined:  "My 
homeland w i l l  a l w a y s  p u l l  m e  home and I s a y  t h e s e  t h i n g s  
not  t o  run  down my coun t ry ,  b u t  because I want my count ry  
t o  be better ." 

T h e i r  non-conformist ideas have inc luded  s e r i o u s  
doubts  about  t h e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  of communism,.about t h e  
S o v i e t  economic system w i t h  i ts  a l l e g e d  "peop leVs"  
ownership of l a n d  and f a c t o r i e s ,  and about  t h e  practi-  
ca l i t y  of collectivized a g r i c u l t u r e .  
t h a t  Khrushchev sabo tages  Western e f f o r t s  t o  solve 
problems i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i e l d  and t h e y  have shown 
a d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  pu t  t h e i r  t r u s t  i n  t h e  UN rather than  
i n  t h e  S o v i e t  government. 
described as nonsense,  and as n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  condi- 
t i o n s  i n  t h e  West. O f f i c i a l  deceit and c o l l e c t i v e  g u i l t  
f o r  t h e  crimes of Sta l inOs  y e a r s  are r e c u r r i n g  themes. 
And d e s p i t e  theybarsat' regime-imposed double-speak, S o v i e t  
youths  have used t h e  words "freedom" and "democracy" i n  
t h e  s e n s e  i n  which they  are used i n  t h e  West i n  c i t i n g  
them as g o a l s  fo r  t h e  f u t u r e .  These youngs te r s ,  a t  least ,  

They have sugges ted  

Marxism-Leninism h a s  been 

. .  have n o t  been molded i n t o  "The Mew Communist Man". 

. .  
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The  shining summits of comunism" s i n c e  1917 
have been h e l d  up t o  t h e  S o v i e t  populace and t o  t h e  
world as t h e  u l t i m a t e  g o a l  j u s t i f y i n g  a l l  demands f o r  
s a c r i f i c e s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  a unique  promised l a n d  
a t t a i n a b l e  on ly  through f a i t h f u l  adherence  t o  t h e  
t e a c h i n g s  of its prophe t s ,  Marx and Lenin .  I n  some 
p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  wi th  S o v i e t  c i t i z e n s ,  however, 
t h i s  g o a l  h a s  t aken  on s u r p r i s i n g  c o n n o t a t i o n s .  

, 

A young S o v i e t  who d e s c r i b e d  h imsel f  as a p o l i t i c a l  
economist  f e l t  t h a t  f u l l  communism,is i n e v i t a b l e ,  b u t  
viewed its coming w i t h  foreboding:  

" Y e s ,  p r o g r e s s  b r i n g s  optimism, g r e a t  
optimism for  s o c i e t y  as  a whole, b u t  i t  a l s o  
b r i n g s  immeasurable misery  f o r  99% of t h e  

of - thermo-nuclear  war or i ts  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
form of b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l  and chemical wars, i t  
is p r o s p e r i t y  i t s e l f ,  p r o s p e r i t y  as a founda- 
t i o n  f o r  a new high  l e v e l  of human c u l t u r e  
t h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  r u i n  t o  b i l l i o n s  of p e o p l e , . .  
Herevs t h e  q u e s t i o n  - w i l l  f u t u r e  social  p r o g r e s s  
need b i l l i o n s  of people? Wouldnet it be more 
correct t o  suppose t h a t  o n l y  a f e w  c r e a t i v e  
minds would be needed t o  f a c e  and s o l v e  problems ... 
We are f a c i n g  a very  real  problem of s o c i e t y ,  w i t h  
thousands of s c i e n t i f i c  w o r h r s ,  artists, a c t o r s ,  
men of le t ters ,  s o c i a l  workers ,  and b i l l i o n s  of 
f a r m e r s ,  manual workers ,  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  s t a t eemen ,  
whose l a b o r  w i l l  be o b s o l e t e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t o  come ..." 

world ... L e t  us  fact  i t .  I t  is n o t  t h e  h o r r o r  

(Here h e  cited a series of what h e  regarded  
as major his tor ical  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  - t h e  Communist 
P a r t y P s  s h i f t  from underground work t o  a power 
p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  New Economic P o l i c y  i n  t h e  USSR of 
t h e  192Oos,  t h e  Japanese  and German s u r r e n d e r s  
a f t e r  World Was II'.) 

"But what fo l lows?  Mass s u i c i d e s  . . .  And a l l  
t h e s e  swi t ches  and changes would  seem on ly  s k i n  
deep  when compared w i t h  t h e  Great Change t o  come, 
w i t h  t h e  emergence of t h e  S o c i e t y  of P l e n t y ,  of 

does  n o t  need b i l l i o n s  of minds. 
P r o s p e r i t y ,  of New Humanism ... S o c i a l  p r o g r e s s  

The ideal r e p u b l i c  
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of P l a t o  c o n s i s t e d  of t e n  thousand people .  
I t  seems t o  m e ,  a m i l l i o n  would be more t h a n  
enough. And I donQ t cons ide r  myse l f  t o  be 
worthy of being  even t h e  one m i l l i o n t h  mem- 
ber of t h a t  s o c i e t y .  
harmoniously developed men and women, s t r o n g  
of c h a r a c t e r  and sensitive of n a t u r e ,  w i th  
deep .p rob ing  minds and eage r  h e a l t h y  bodies. 
T h i s  s o c i e t y  w i l l  be one of Gagar ins ,  T i t o v s ,  
and Kennedys . I' 

I t  w i l l  be a s o c i e t y  of 

i ; . .  
, . .  . .  

, .  , 
. , .  

Other  views of a f u t u r e  of "Communism have been m o r e  
p r o s a i c  if less gloomy. 
p r o f e s s o r  a t  Moscow. Un ive r s i ty ,  

According t o  a young h i s t o r y  

"We realize q u i t e  w e l l  t h a t  our  leaders 
are l i v i n g  i n  a world of i l l u s i o n ,  a s p i r i n g  
t o  some k ind  of ideal  communism. I n  a c t u a l  
f a c t ,  however, our  count ry  w i l l  be forced t o  
t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o g r e s s  of t h e  
e n t i r e  world,  w i thou t  imposing ou r  ideology 
on anyone. Every S o v i e t  c i t i z e n  who has  been 
i n  the  West can see p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  t h a t  
colossal  achievements have been brought  abou t  
i n  t h e  West. W e  must exchange ou r  expe r i ence  
and follow each o t h e r q s  example, a f a c t  which _. - 

is now be ing  realized by everyone,  even by 
many m e m b e r s  of t h e  government." 

I n  t h e  view of a young S o v i e t  t r a n s l a t o r ,  I 
. .  "If it  comes t o  w a r ,  w e  s h a l l  a l l  d i e ,  

both r i g h t  and wrong, w i thou t  e v e r  knowing 
which w a s  which. 
peace ,  t h e n  I a m  s u r e  i t  w i l l  be no win for  
anybody, or rather a v i c t o r y  f o r  everybody', 
f o r  t h e  whole of mankind. 
t o  social ize ,  one way or t h e  other.  If not 
a f t e r  t h e  S o v i e t  p a t t e r n ,  t h e n  af ter  t h e  
B r i t i s h  and Swedish. 
l iberalize,  which changes each s i d e  w i l l  
ascribe t o  i ts  own i n f l u e n c e  and r i g h t n e s s ,  
b u t  who w i l l  care, even i f  it's t r u e .  
s o c i e t y  w i l l  become more i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c ,  
American s o c i e t y  w i l l  become more c o l l e c t i v i s -  
t i c ,  w i t h  s p i r i t u a l l y  deeper  and richer 
i n d i v i d u a l s .  
hope. 'I 

If it comes t o  a stable 
-.. ... 

America w i l l  have 

R u s s i a  w i l l  have t o  

S o v i e t  

Th i s  is my pe r sona l  b e l i e f  and 

-5- 
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"It  is not  excluded tha t  t h e  two opposing systems 
--the American (sic) and t h e  Soviet--may f i n a l l y  
supplement each  o ther"  was t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  of a S o v i e t  
engineer  i n  h i s  l a te  ~ O ' S ,  impressed by what h e  had 
seen  on a t r i p  t o  London. 

During an eight-hour  d r i n k i n g  bout  i n  H e l s i n k i  
t h i s  summer, two Moscow j o u r n a l i s t s  s c o f f e d  a t  t h e  
i d e a  t h a t  anyth ing  approaching t h e  dream of communism 
would eve r  be achieved i n  t h e  USSR. Rather  they  f o r e -  
saw f u t u r e  i n t e r n a l  r e l a x a t i o n  and improvement f o r  t h e  
people  a s . a  p rocess  of Western iza t ion .  They made c l e a r  
t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  fundamental  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
t h e  West,and t h e  USSR is t h e  g r e a t e r  amount of freedom 
i n  t h e  West, b u t  they  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  w a s  
dec reas ing  as c o n d i t i o n s  improved i n  t h e  USSR., 

A p r o f e s s o r  a t  Moscow Unive r s i ty  who is i n  h i s  
middle  th i r t ies  expla ined  h i s  views i n  the  f a l 1 , o f  1961: 

" W e  donP t s h i f t  t o  Communism bu t  t o  

. 

" Americanism, The new P a r t y  Program e l a b o r a t e s  
how t o  c a t c h  up wi th  t h e  U.S. and how to over- 
t a k e  America, b u t  n o t  how t o  b r i n g  about  Corn: 
munism. W e  s a y  Americanizat ion b u t  n o t  Com-h 
munizat ion of t h e  Sov ie t  Union. 
and w e  mus t  thank h i m f o r  h e l p i n g ,  has long ago 
thrown Communism i n t o  t h e  garbage can. 
munism is j u s t  a screen. And 3 must t e l l  you, 
t he  m a j o r i t y  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  shares t h i s  
a t t i t u d e ;  we a r e  t i r e d  of Communism, t i red  of 
i d e o l o g i e s ,  t ired of programs. The people  
wish t o  t a k e  a rest a f t e r  a l l  t h i s  -- war, 
camps and S t a l i n i s t  r u l e .  What t h e  people  
now need is t h i s :  a hea l thy  baba (woman), 
a po t  of cabbage soup9 BL hunk of bread .  
Everything else w i l l  come by i t se l f .  
there are still  f a n a t i c s  w i th  whom I a rgue  
once a week. 
ideology.  
these p r i n c i p l e s :  
*nobody w i l l  s i n g  on an  empty s tomach.P 
after w e  get apartments  and are d r e s s e d  l i k e  i n  
t h e  West, w e O l l  a l s o  t a l k  about  ideology."  

Khrushchev, 

Com- 

Of cour se ,  

They are somewhat crazy about  
The m a j o r i t y ,  howeverp s t a n d s  f o r  

Onot by bread a l o n e ' ,  and 
Well, 
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The P r e s e n t  S o c i a l  System of t h e  USSR 

The m o s t  sweeping ind ic tmen t  of the p r e s e n t  social  
and economic systems of t h e  USSR came from a mid-career 
o f f i c i a l  who is a P a r t y  m e m b e r  of long  s t a n d i n g .  

fi 
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"For ty  y e a r s  of S o v i e t  r u l e  h a s  t a u g h t  
t he  peop le  many good l e s s o n s .  The h i s t o r i c a l  
expe r i ence  of t h e  development of t h e  S o v i e t  
Union d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  of t i m e  h a s  been 
such  as t o  shake  ,to a . c e r t a i n  degree the  be- 
lief i n  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of t h e  i n t e r n a l  p o l i c i e s  
of t h e  S o v i e t  government. There are many 
S o v i e t s  who b e l i e v e  t h a t  if there were a war 
a t ' t h i s  t i m e  -- t h a t  is ano the r  World W a r  such 

. as  t h e  l a s t  one -- t h e n  t h e  S o v i e t s  cou3dn't  
p o s s i b l y  win i t .  The reason  f o r  t h i s  is, of 
cour se ,  the fac t  t h a t  no one would want to 
f i g h t  and p r o t e c t  t he  t y p e  of system under 
which t h e y  are l i v i n g .  T h i s  is very clear." 

A S o v i e t  exchange s t u d e n t ,  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  for  
t e n  months t h i s  y e a r 9  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  shortcomings i n  t h e  
Sovie t ,economic  s y s t e m  said: " W e  are young i n  our  revo- 
l u t i o n  y e t .  When w e  of my age group t a k e  over  w e  w i l l  
modi fy ,and  change c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of our  system ... Some 
day  w e  w i l l  be more free t h a n  w e  are now. When t h e  
younger g e n e r a t i o n  takes over  more freedom and less 
reg imen ta t ion  w i l l  e x i s t . "  

Club of Moscow Unive r s i ty  l as t  February ,  a young worker 
asked  to  speak.  N o t  i n  a s p i r i t  of compla in t ,  b u t  rather 
p o i n t i n g  t o  a gu l f  which must be b r idged ,  he,asserted t h a t  

. .  i n  h i s  view,  most Sov ie t  s t u d e n t s  were comple te ly  d ivorced  
from t h e  l i f e  of t h e  working popu la t ion .  ( I t  might be  
noted  t h a t  t h e  s t e r e o t y p e s  of c u r r e n t  S o v i e t  f i c t i o n s  
reflect a bias a g a i n s t  h ighe r  educa t ion - -v i l l a ins  are 
g e n e r a l l y  better educated than  t h e i r  f e l lows ,  b u t  misuse 
t h e i r  t a l e n t s ,  o f t e n  through i d l e  malice.) 

d e n t s  and c i r c u l a t e d  i n  Moscow i n  1961, a young would-be 
poe t  commented: "A p o e t P s  s e r v i n g  t h e  peop le ,  as some- 
t h i n g  u n i t a r y  and whole is imposs ib l e ,  because t h e  people  
have never  - e i t h e r  economically or i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  - 
c o n s t i t u t e d  a u n i t a r y  whole." 

During a l i t e r a r y  d i s c u s s i o n  h e l d  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  

I n  a n  underground magazine w r i t t e n  by S o v i e t  s t u -  

-a - 
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Another ar t ic le  in t h i s  magazine warned, "Poe t s  
shou ld  r ecogn ize  t h a t  s e r v i c e  is p o s s i b l e  o n l y  i n  army 
b a r r a c k s ,  in p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and i n  churches .  
The poe t  shou ld  n o t  merge himself  w i t h  t he  power of t h e  
state. So merging himself ,  he lwes h i s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  
t u r n s  i n t o  a worker on a p roduc t ion  l i n e ,  t h e  goal of 
which is o u t r i g h t  a p o l o g e t i c s  f o r  t h e  s ta te  power, a n d  
coneequent ly  for all t h e  vices as w e l l  which i t  bears 
w i t h i n  itself . '' 

. .  
.,-. .. . , 
*..:a,.. 

.. .. 
, '.."'..'I 

. .  , 

-8- 



.. ... . 

. . . .  

, .:. .. .. . 
...._ ..-\ . 

. I  . 
R e l i g i o n .  

i 

T h i s  youth  ' s i n c l u s i o n  of "churches" among t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  where service is p o s s i b l e  is  c u r i o u s  i n  
t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  i n t e n s i v e  campaign waged by  t h e  regime 
for  many y e a r s  t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  a l l  S o v i e t  c i t i z e n s  i n  
" s c i e n t i f i c  atheism". There have been similar state- (I 

ments f r o m  S o v i e t  youth on r e l i g i o n  and a belief i n  
Go$, a l though  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  a n  o rgan ized  church .  :: 

, '  

. \  

' A young Georgian girl ,  a m e m b e r  of t h e  K o m s o m o l  
and a g r a d u a t e  of a music i n s t i t u t e  i n  T b i l i s i  conf ided  ' 
t o  an American i n  t h e  summer of 1960 t h a t  she did no t  
b e l i e v e  i n  God, b u t  s h e  thought  t h e r e  might be  "a god 
i n s i d e  peoplef ' .  She f e l t  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  w a s  needed ,by  
people  t o  t u r n  t o  as they  got older.  

Another young Sov ie t  remarked t o  a gu ide  a t  t h e  
French E x h i b i t i o n  i n  Moscow i n  1961: "The church ,  of 
cour se ,  is nonsense.  But God e x i s t s .  Otherwise l i f e  
would be wi thou t  any s e n s e  and n o t  j u s t i f i e d .  Dudintsev 
w a s  r i g h t  when be wrote t h a t  man does n o t  l i v e  by bread  
alode." When to ld  tha t  t h e s e  words w e r e  n o t  o r i g i n a l  
w i t h  Dudintsev b u t  were from t h e  B i b l e ,  t h e  youth-was  
much a s t o n i s h e d  and sa id  t h a t  he would get  a copy of 
t h e  B i b l e  from f r i e n d s  and look them up. 

A young VU2 gradua te  exp la ined  t o  a Western 
European f r i e n d :  

"You might t h i n k  t h a t  I a m  a B i b l e -  
hater .  Th i s  is  n o t  so. There are so many 
p l a n e s  from which t o  look upon t h e  book. 
I a m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t  because of i t s  be ing  
a r e f l e c t i o n  of b a s i c  and h i s t o r i c  t r u t h s  I 

of l i f e .  . . I  a m  a lso w e l l  aware of t h e  
, s p e c i a l  humanis t ic  t r e n d  i n  C h r i s t i a n i t y  . . .  
0.K. l e t ' s  have Biblical  t r a n s l a t i o n s  b u t  
l e t ' s  also i n c l u d e  Buddhist  and Moslem, 
T a o i s t ,  J u d a i s t  beliefs too, and above a l l ,  
l e t  us be aware of independent  i n d i v i d u a l  
t o t a l  r e a c t i o n s .  A l l  t h a t  I s a y  r e f l e c t s  
on ly  my own a t t i t u d e  toward r e l i g i o n ,  my 
ideas  on t h e  f u r t h e r  development of r e l i g i o n  ... 
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"One may feel  t h e  m u l t i t u d e  of forces 
around him, forces beyond o n e ' s  comprehensive 
a b i l i t i e s ,  b u t  should this l e a d  to  one ' s  
s u r r e n d e r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e s e  forces? On t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  i t  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  i n n e r  c o n v i c t i o n s  
of o n e ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h i s  big world,  
t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of o n e P s  eve ry  a c t i o n .  
And I. may add h e r e ,  as  now I speak  s e r i o u s l y ,  
t h a t  t h i s  is why J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  or r a t h e r  t h e  
Sermon on t h e  Mount is so v a l u a b l e .  For i t  
reflects t h e  i n c r e a s e d  dgmands toward one ' s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  i t  reflects a new stage i n  
human development. Does t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
lead toward mental  enslavement? Sure ly  no t .  
On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  leads toward l i b e r a t i o n  
of a l l  t h e  c r e a t i v e  ab i l i t i es  of s o c i e t y  and 
a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  human be ings .  But is i t  t h e  
way of modern churches? To m e ,  so much i n  
modern r e l i g i o n  is pervaded by  b l i n d  be l ie f , ,  
which as I have a l r e a d y  said,  seems t o  m e  
no th ing  b u t  retreat f r o m  one ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  
t h a t  a c t u a l l y  i t  makes a l l  forms of modern 
r e l i g i o n  a r e f u g e  f o r  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  f e e l i n g s ,  
f o r  b l i n d n e s s ,  fo r  weakness. But  n o t  on ly  
churches  r e p r e s e n t  a way of e scape  from f a c i n g  
r e a l i t i e s ,  f r o m  s h i f t i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  
someone else. P e r s o n a l i t y  c u l t s  of l e a d e r s ,  
belief t h a t  those i n  t he  government, t h o s e . i n  
big i n d u s t r i e s  know better, b l i n d  fo l lowing  
of s t y l e s  and f a s h i o n s  - i n  c l o t h e s ,  i n  tastes,  
i n  t h i n k i n g  and t r a d i t i o n a l  d a r k  s u p e r s t i t u t i o n s ,  
j u s t  b l i n d  t r u s t  i n  anyone who once made one 
correct a p p r a i s a l  i n  idvance  of t h i s  or t h a t  - 
t h e  ways of f ind i 'ng 'a  loophole  from o n e ' s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  are extremely numerous. . .Cer- 
t a i n l y  t h e r e  is a d i f f e r e n c e  between r a t i o n a l  
e n t r u s t i n g  of  a u t h o r i t y  w i t h  specific social  
f u n c t i o n s ,  and b l i n d  u n c r i t i c a l  b e l i e f  i n  eve ry  
word and a c t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y  . I' 
A t  a l i t e r a r y  seminar a t  Moscow Unive r s i ty  l a s t  A p r i l ,  

t h e  p laywright  c h a i r i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n  opened t h e  meeting by 
r ead ing  extracts from a le t ter  from a seventeen-year  old.  
The letter l i s t ed  " r e l i g o s i t y "  as one of t h e  preoccupat ions  
of t h i s  age group. The audience ,  m o s t l y  s t u d e n t s ,  responded 
w i t h  a g e n e r a l  g i g g l e ,  f o r  which t h e  chariman q u i c k l y  
reprimanded them, H e  po in t ed  out t h a t  i n  t h e  very h e a r t  

-10- 
3zWuGr 



...,-.,.. I. .. . . . .  

. . . .  .. , 
( . . .  . . . .  . .  . .. 

.'(.. .. 

. .. . . . . ..... 

of t h e  a r t i s t i c  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  of Moscow t h e r e  
is a church where n o t  on ly  are t h e  numbers of worshippers  
i n c r e a s i n g ,  b u t  where t h e  "qua l i ty"  of t h e  f a i t h f u l  is  
also "improving." H e  developed h i s  p o i n t  by t e l l i n g  
t h e  s t o r y  of a S o v i e t  schoolboy d i scove red  wearing a 
s m a l l  cross on a c h a i n  around h i s  neck. When asked 
about  h i s  f a m i l y  background, t h e  boy r e p l i e d  t h a t ' h i s  
f a t h e r  worked for t h e  government and h i s  mother f o r  t h e  
M i n i s t r y  of Cul ture .  

The o f f i c i a l  a t h e i s t  magazine, Sc ience  and Re l ig ion ,  
r e c e n t l y  publ i shed  a l e t te r  from a man who said t h a t  from 
chi-ldhood h e  had always cons idered  himself  an  atheist .  
"Following ... t h e  development of s c i e n c e  and t h e o r e t i c a l  
t h i n k i n g ,  I have come t o  t h e  conclus ion  t h a t  a the ism i n  
its p r e s e n t  form cannot  claim t o  be s c i e n t i f i c ,  does  
not s a t i s f y  manPs s p i r i t u a l  needs ,  a n d  does n o t  correspond 
t o  h i s .  f e e l i n g s . "  H e  invoked t h e  s u p p o r t  of p h y s i c i s t s  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  fo r  h i s  con ten t ion  t h a t  the c r i t e r i o n  of' 
"common sense" so dear t o  a t h e i s t s  is  n o t  cons ide red  
a c c e p t a b l e  t o  s c i e n c e .  

e d l y  made by V.V. Belousev, a prominent S o v i e t  geo- 
p h y s i c i s t ,  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Union of 
Geodesy and Geophysics,  and Corresponding Member of t h e  
USSR Academy of Sc iences .  During a t r i p  wi th  a n  American 
s c i e n t i s t  i n  t h e  spring of 1961, Belousev sa id  t h a t  h e  
had s e e n  s ta t i s t ics  from s t u d i e s  made i n  the USSR which 
show a , d i s t u r b i n g  moral breakdown i n  S o v i e t  c i t i es ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  new ones where t h e r e  are no churches.  
Some S o v i e t  sociologists,  acco rd ing  t o  Belousev,  now 
feel  t h a t  t h e r e  is a n  i n v e r s e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between t h e  
i n c i d e n c e  of moral c o l l a p s e  and t h e  number of churches 
i n  a g iven  area, moral c o l l a p s e  i n c r e a s i n g  as  t h e  number 
of churches  d e c l i n e s .  

Perhaps t h e  most p e c u l i a r  s t a t e m e n t  is tha t  r e p o r t -  
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p roduc t ion ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l and  i tsel f ,  belong t o  " t h e  
people".  
f a c t o r y  are, t h e r e f o r e ,  supposed t o  b e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  
t h o s e ' o f  management. 
s p e n t  1961-62 i n  the  United S t a t e s  s tudy ing  t h e  develop- 
ment and i n n e r  workings of the U.S. labor movement a t  
f i rs t  f a i t h f u l l y  r e p e a t e d  t h i s  l i n e .  Toward t h e  end 

, of t h e  y e a r ,  however, he admitted to  h i s  f a c u l t y  a d v i s e r  
' t h a t  labor-management squabbles  ex is t  i n  t he  USSR, and 

t h a t  i n  t h e  even t  of such a d i s a g r e e m n t ,  labor had 
l i t t l e  r e c o u r s e  excep t  p roduc t ion  slow-downs. 

' 'We worked w i t h  Russ ians ,"  r e p o r t e d  a French f i t t e r  
who he lped  p repa re  t h e  French e x h i b i t i o n  i n  MOSCOW i n  
t h e  f a l l  of 1961, "but they  were s l o w  and d i d  eve ry th ing  
h a l f - h e a r t e d l y .  Although w e  were n o t  i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  
h u r r y  t o  f i n i s h  our  job,  one of u s  asked t h e  Russ ians  
why t h e y  were working more s l o w l y  than  t h e  French. The 
Russ i an ' s  answer - because you d i d n ' t  have a r e v o l u t i o n . "  

S o v i e t  propaganda ma in ta ins  t h a t  t h e  means of 

The i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  worker i n  " t h e  people ' s"  

A S o v i e t  exchange s t u d e n t  who 

Cynicism about  "our ownership" has  appeared i n  other 
conve r sa t ions .  The P a l a c e  of Congresses,  t h e  cosmonauts 
and t h e  s p a c e  v e h i c l e s  are acclaimed as belonging t o  t h e  
S o v i e t  people ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and s c i e n t i s t s  know 
tha t  t h i s  is a s o p  and f u l l  r ea l ize  tha t  these t h i n g s  are  
coming o u t  of t h e  p e o p l e ' s  c o l l e c t i v e  hide," acco rd ing  
t o  a S o v i e t  g e n e t i c i s t .  "The people  are to ld  of these, 
g l o r i o u s  achievements and then  are expec ted  t o  be con- 
t e n t  t o  go home t o  the i r  s i x  s q u a r e  meters of inadequa te ,  
shabby,  over-crowded rooms and t h e i r  poor d i e t ,  and t h e i r  
drab, grubby c lo thes . "  

Americans v i s i t i n g  a worker's apar tment  d u r i n g  a 
t r i p  through t h e  USSR l a s t  summer c o n g r a t u a l t e d  t h e i r  
h o s t  on t h e  launching of t h e  two S o v i e t  manned sa te l -  
l i tes,  a t  tha t  t i m e  s t i l l  i n  o rb i t .  The worker made 
a s p i t t i n g  g e s t u r e  and s a i d  s a r d o n i c a l l y :  "What good 
is t h a t  t o  me? 
bunch of paupers .  '' 

Less  than  a month l a t e r ,  t h e  same Americans, v i s i t -  
i n g  i n  O r e 1  found t h e i r  Ford surrounded by a c u r i o u s  
t h rong  of about  200 S o v i e t s .  One of t h e  crowd commented: 

I want t o  raise a f a m i l y  and n o t  a 
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"That ' s  better than  ours . "  One of t h e  Americans r e p l i e d :  
:'But you have cosmonauts." Someone else i n  t h e  crowd 
answered i n  a loud  voice: 
cosmonauts?" 

"But what can  you do  w i t h  

I n  a seminar on c i v i l  l a w  held i n  t h e  Moscow 
U n i v e r s i t y  law f a c u l t y  l a s t  y e a r ,  d i s c u s s i o n  c e n t e r e d  
around c o u r t  cases invo lv ing  t r a n s f e r s  of l and .  Land, 
as  a b a s i c m e a n s  of product ion ,  is s ta te  p rope r ty  and 
i n  S o v i e t  c i v i l  l e w  t h i s  is i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean t h a t  
l and  cannot  be s o l d ,  leased or otherwise t r a n s f e r r e d  
by i n d i v i d u a l  c i t i z e n s ,  .or by s t a t e  or c o o p e r a t i v e  
o r g a n i z t i o n s .  A house can be sold and an  orchard can 
be s o l d ,  b u t  t h e  l and  under t he  house or o rcha rd  
cannot  be sold.  

One of t h e  cases d iscussed  involved  t h e  s a l e  of 
a house and orchard  w h i c h  w a s  s t r u c k  down by t h e  courts 
as a d i s g u i s e d  sale  of t h e  l and  because  t h e  purchase  
p r i c e  w a s  h ighe r  t han  t h e  v a l u e  of t h e  house and 
orchard. I n  ano the r  case, a lease of l and  by a c o l l e c t i v e  
farm t o  a s t a t e  f a r m  w a s  s t r u c k  down. According t o  an  
American l a w  p r o f e s s o r  who had ob ta ined  permiss ion  t o  
sit i n  on t h e  classes, t h e  S o v i e t  s t u d e n t s  p re s sed  t h e  
p r o f e s s o r  i n  ques t ion ing  these d e c i s i o n s ,  c i t i n g  a n a l o g i e s  
based on sales  and leases of c a p i t a l  equipment between 

. e n t e r p r i s e s ,  and other a n a l o g i e s  and arguments.  The 
p r o f e s s o r ' s  answer w a s  always t h e  same: l and  is s t a t e  
p r o p e r t y  - it  cannot  be s o l d  or leased. 

After class, t h e  American commented t h a t  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  had seemed t o  be t r y i n g  to g e t  a n  answer t o  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of why land  shou ld  be treated d i f f e r e n t l y  
from o t h e r  forms of p rope r ty ,  whereas t h e i r  ( S o v i e t )  
p r o f e s s o r  had k e p t  answering i n  effect t h a t  l a n d  is 
sacred b u t  had never exp la ined  why. The professor 
replied: "I t h i n k  your  cri t icism is  v a l i d ;  I should  
have answered their  ques t ion . "  Then, af ter  a pause 

q u e s t i o n  t o  answer. 'I 
. h e  added: "But you know, i t  is a very  d i f f i c u l t  

C o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r e  seems t o  have been 
i n  t h e  mind of a Sov ie t  eng inee r  d i s c u s s i n g  the  s i t u a t i o n  
i n  China where he had worked for six years: " W e  have 
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made mis t akes  i n  t h e  p a s t  and they  should  n o t  have 
been r epea ted .  But t h e  Chinese began t o  copy us%, 
making even worse mis takes .  The r e s u l t ,  famine," 

"Sovie t  farmers won't work u n l e s s  t h e y  g e t  some 
real i n c e n t i v e s " ,  accord ing  t o  a young S o v i e t  bio- 
chemis t ,  e x p l a i n i n g  t o  a n  American why t h e  1962 
crop p r o s p e c t s  were bad. H e  added: "If t h e  l and  
w e r e  d i v i d e d  and each farmer had h i s  own l a n d ,  
t h e n  they  would succeed."  

several conve r sa t ions  about inves tment  of c a p i t a l .  
Y. Y e .  Rakovsky, Deputy Chairman of  t h e  S t a t e  
Committee for  Automation and Machine Bu i ld ing ,  on 
an exchange v i s i t  t o  t h e  United States i n  March 1959 

, There are d i s t i n c t l y  c a p i t a l i s t  ove r tones  i n  

.,.. ..__.. . 

was. deeply  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a comparison of methods of 
f i n a n c i n g  and OF cost de t e rmina t ion  i n  t h e  U.S. and 
t h e  USSR. H e  exp la ined  t o  t h e  American escort officer 
t h a t  h e  was pe r tu rbed  about  t h e  S o v i e t  system of pro- 
v i d i n g  c a p i t a l  and o p e r a t i n g  f u n d s  for manufactur ing 
p l a n t s  through i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  cost  t o  t h e  consumer 
of t h e  . f i n i s h e d  product .  H e  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  t h e  American system of s t o c k s  - how much can an 
American i n d i v i d u a l  buy, how does he buy i t ,  what  
does h e  get for i t ,  could h e  as a S o v i e t  c i t i z e n  buy 
s t o c k ,  fo r  example, i n  AT&T. The American f e l t  t h a t  
t h i s  was a ve ry  real  search fo r  in fo rma t ion  impel led  
by d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  of t h e  Sov ie t  
economic s y s t e m .  

I n  March 1960, a group of S o v i e t  s c i e n t i s t s o n  an 
exchange v i s i t  i n  t h e  U.S. were d i s c u s s i n g  common 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  problems w i t h  American s c i e n t i s t s  over  
d i n n e r .  The S o v i e t s  commented t h a t  a major problem 
for them w a s  f i n d i n g  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  t o  go on working 
f u l l - s p e e d  when they  a l r e a d y  made more money than  
t h e y  could  f r u i t f u l l y  spend. T h i s  w a s  especial ly  
t r u e  i n  households  where boththe husband and w i f e  
worked. I t  w a s  n o t  worthwhile t o  p i l e  up great 
s a v i n g s  accoun t s  because i n t e r e s t  rates in t h e  USSR 
w e r e  so l o w .  The Sovi'ets, t a l k i n g  among themselves  
d u r i n g  t h e  evening ,  evolved t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  they  
band together and form a s m a l l  f i r m ,  p u t t i n g  t h e i r  
excess sa la r ies  i n t o  a p l a n t  and laboratories,  plowing 
t h e i r  p r o f i t s  back i n t o  t h e  l a b s , a n d  t a k i n g  care t b  

, ..: .. . . , 
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keep  t h e  under tak ing  s u f f i c i e n t l y  small so as  n o t  t o  
a t t r ac t  o f f i c i a l  a t t e n t i o n .  The American l i s t e n e r s  
had t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h i s  would n o t  be s t r i c t l y  
l e g a l  b u t  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  f e l t  i t  could  be wangled. 

S t a t e  Committee on C u l t u r a l  R e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Fore ign  
Coun t r i e s ,  w a s  a lso e x e r c i s e d  about  i n c e n t i v e s  when 
h e  v i s i t e d  t h e  United S t a t e s  t h i s  November. I n  
comparing U.S. and S o v i e t  p o l i c i e s  on economics, 
c u l t u r e ,  s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  and po l i t i ca l  problems, he 
stated t h a t  he  f e l t  U.S. taxes were too h igh  and 
w e r e  removing i n c e n t i v e s  from t h e  minds of both 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  and non-profess iona l  Americans. By 
c o n t r a s t ,  he po in ted  o u t  t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  S o v i e t  
t ax  b r a c k e t  was 30% and t h a t  most incomes were 
on ly  taxed from 9% t o  12%. 

. .. 
Yuriy Zhukov, u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  Chairman of t h e  

.-... 
%. . . .  

. . :..: .~ . 

A 34-year-old S o v i e t  d o c t o r  answered a n  

"That ' s  t h e  t r o u b l e .  You have 
t o  have special permiss ion  f o r  t h a t ,  
and t h o s e  people  are s p e c i a l l y  selected 
professors and p a r t y  m e m b e r s .  I would be 
s e v e r e l y  punished i f  I took money. They 
say I must c u r e  people  fo r  free. My idea 
would be i f  t h e  government would  j u s t  "free" 
m e ,  I would h e a l  r i ch  and poor .  I would 
charge t h e  r ich high fees. A w r i t e r  l i k e  
y o u r s e l f ,  f o r  example, I admit  f r a n k l y ,  I 
would make pay large sums. But t h e  poor 
I would t reat  fo r  l i t t l e  or noth ing .  Then 
I would pay taxes on my e a r n i n g s  to  t h e  
s ta te  and it would be a p r o f i t  f o r  us bo th  

.--much more t h a n  i t  is now. Of cour se ,  
t h a t  is on ly  my own idea. . . I  believe t h e r e  
w i l l  always be r i c h  and poor people .  Some 
are born w i t h  b r a i n s  t o  make money, some 
w i t h  b r a i n s  t o  make other t h i n g s ,  and s o m e  
w i t h  no b r a i n s  f o r  anyth ing .  There m u s t  
always be both r ich and poor ,  b u t  t h a t ,  
mind you, i s  j u s t  my own p r i v a t e  idea." 

American's q u e s t i o n  abou t  p r i v a t e  p a t i e n t s :  
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1 
S o v i e t  Fore ign  P o l i c y  

The break-up of t h e  Par is  Conference i n  1960 
w a s ,  of cour se ,  p re sen ted  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  p r e s s  as 
e n t i r e l y  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  West and 
e s p e c i a l l y  of t h e  United S t a t e s  which had s e n t  
t h e  U-2 "spy plane" f o r  t h i s  e v i l  purpose.  A 
member of t h e  S o v i e t  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  w i t h  con- 
s i d e r a b l e  s t a t u r e  i n  h i s  own f i e l d ,  however, had 
ano the r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u -  
a t i o n :  

"The Russian people  want peace.  
They know t h i s  depends upon an  agree- 
ment between the  United S t a t e s  and t h e  
USSR. The re fo re ,  t h e  breakup of t h e  
May 1960 Conference i n  Paris w a s  a 
heavy blow. Among t h e  Moscow i n t e l l i -  
g e n t s i a  there w e r e  compla in ts  a g a i n s t  
Eisenhower because h e  d id  n o t  apo log ize ,  
on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h i s  made i t  easier 
fo r  Khrushchev t o  break up the confer -  
ence.  I t  was clear t h a t  t h e  Powers 
i n c i d e n t  w a s  on ly  a n  excuse  s i n c e  i t  w a s  
a p p a r e n t l y  known t h a t  American i n t e l l i -  
gence p l anes  had been f l y i n g  ove r  t h e  
S o v i e t  Union for  a long  t i m e .  I n  f a c t ,  
a year before t h e  i n c i d e n t  an acqua in tance  
had t a l k e d  about  t h i s  t o  m e . "  

A young S o v i e t  engineer  complained t o  a v i s i t i n g  
American l a s t  September t h a t  h e  had been complete4y 
unable  t o  unders tand  t h e  S o v i e t  hand l ing  of t h e  1960 
U-2 i n c i d e n t .  S i n c e  similar matters i n  t h e  p a s t  had 
always been handled through d i p l o m a t i c  channe l s ,  he  
could  n o t  see why Khrushchev had made such a tremendous 
i s s u e  of i t .  H e  commented t h a t  he  was forced t o  sus- 
p e c t  t h a t  Khrushchev's a c t i o n s  had been prompted by a 
d e s i r e  t o  sabo tage  &n"Xmpendiiig agreement and t h a t ,  
f r a n k l y ,  he  w a s  now completely confused by h i s  govern- 
ment ' s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  

Another young engineer  t o l d  Americans whom he 
m e t  sunning on a Leningrad beach t h a t  h e  thought  i t  
was terr ible  t h a t  Khrushchev had t a l k e d  o n l y  about  t h e  
U-2 a t  the Summit meeting i n  P a r i s  when there were so 
many o t h e r  impor tan t  i s s u e s  t o  d i s c u s s .  
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A S o v i e t  s t u d e n t  a t  Moscow Unive r s i ty  i n  1961 
commented t o  a group of fellow s t u d e n t s  t h a t  h e  saw 
no p o i n t  i n  a Khrushchev-Kennedy-Mcmillan meeting 
because  Khrushchev u n f o r t u n a t e l y  had no i n t e n t i o n  
of ag ree ing  w i t h  Kennedy or  Macmillan. According 
t o  a f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a t t e n d i n g  Moscow U n i v e r s i t y  
a t  t h e  t i m e  t h e  remark was r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  au th-  
or i t ies  by a c l e a n e r  who had overheard  i t .  The 
o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  denied  having heard t h e  remark, 
however, so t h e  speaker  w a s  s e n t  t h e  t h e  v i r g i n  
l a n d s  f o r  s i x  months, i n s t e a d  of t o  p r i s o n .  

There i s . a  h i n t  of t h i s  s a m e  a t t i t u d e  i n  a 
remark made by a Sov ie t  o f f i c i a l  who v i s i t e d  England 
l a s t  August. Toward t h e  end of h i s  v i s i t ,  h e  found 
himself a l o n e  wi th  one of h i s  Eng l i sh  h o s t s .  H e  
immediately s a i d  t h a t  h e  was glad of such an  oppor- 
t u n i t y  as h e  wanted t o  s a y  something t h a t  had been 
on h i s  mind for a long  t i m e .  "Please d o n ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t  what o u r  leaders say  is a r e f l e c t i o n  of what 
t h e  people  i n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union t h i n k  or feel .  Pol icy  
is one t h i n g  and t r u e  f e e l i n g s  are q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  
S o v i e t  people  do n o t  want war and w i l l  never  a g r e e  
t o  i t . .  I want you t o  b e l i e v e  m e  -- these are t h e  
t r u e  f e e l i n g s  d t h e  S o v i e t  people ."  He t h e n  b u r s t  
o u t  w i th  t h e  f u r t h e r  comment t h a t  i f  on ly  a u n i v e r s a l  
l a w  could  be passed which would a u t o m a t i c a l l y  s e n t e n c e  
a l l  leaders, " i r r e s p e c t i v e  of who t hey  are" t o  d e a t h  
i n  t h e  e v e n t  of a w a r  be ing  declared, t h e r e  would no t  
b e  any danger of w a r  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  
would improve o u t  of a l l  r e c o g n i t i o n .  

Other  more g e n e r a l i z e d  c r i t i ca l  comments have a l so  
been r epor t ed .  "Americans owe it  t o  t h e  world t o  s t a n d  
f i r m  i n  B e r l i n , "  a Sov ie t  g e n e t i c i s t  to ld  an  American 
v i s i t o r  i n  Moscow l a s t  J u l y .  She added t h a t  t h e  effect 
on t h e  S o v i e t  populace of t h e  Cuban rebuff t o  t h e  U.S. 
i n  t h e  Bay of P i g s  was e lectr ic ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  U.S. 
should  never  a g a i n  allow any t a i n t  of weakness or 
i r r e s o l u t i o n  t o  be a t t a c h e d  t o  its a c t i o n s .  

7 

On 25 October, a t  t h e  r e c e n t  Cuban crisis, a 
K o m s o m o l  l e a d e r  a t  Moscow U n i v e r s i t y  remarked t o  an 
American t h a t  a l l  t h e  meet ings be ing  h e l d  around t h e  
USSR t o  condemn U.S. a c t i o n s  were r e a l l y  q u i t e  s i l l y .  
"How," he  s a i d ,  "could people  v o t e  on condemnatory 
r e s o l u t i o n s  when t h e y  d i d  n o t  even know what P r e s i d e n t  
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Kennedy had sa id ."  "The proper  way t o  remedy t h i s  , 
defect," h e  added, "would be t o  have t h e  f u l l  t e x t  of 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  speech p r i n t e d  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  S o v i e t  
government s t a t e m e n t  and t h e n . l e t  t h e  meet ings  h o l d  
t h e i r  v o t e ,  It 

' An American who a t t e n d e d  t h e  Moscow World Congress 
f o r  Genera l  Disarmament and Peace l a s t  J u l y  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  Conference,  a S o v i e t  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l  
teacher showed up a t  t h e  Moskva H o t e l ,  c a r r y i n g  a 
s ignboard  wi th  three t y p e w r i t t e n  pages addressed to  
o f f i c i a l s  of t h e  Congress. H e  c r i t i c ized  Len in ' s  
theories fo r  t h e i r  advocacy of v i o l e n c e ,  sugges t ed  
a k ind  of neo-Tolstoy pac i f i sm,  and urged a s t r e n g t h -  
ened UN wi thou t  a v e t o  t o  s t o p  a l l  n u c l e a r  tests.  
H o t e l  a u t h o r i t i e s  tried t o  chase  h i m  o u t  of t h e  lobby,  
b u t  he held h i s  ground, embraced s e v e r a l  wes t e rn  
o b s e r v e r s ,  and there were tears a l l  around. 

S o v i e t  d o c t r i n e  h o l d s  t h a t  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  i n  t h e  
s e n s e  i n  which t h e  word is used in the  West, v e r g e s  on 
the subve r s ive ,  i n d i c a t i n g  a t  best a l a c k  of devo t ion  
t o  t h e  cause  of communism. Never the l e s s ,  t w o  young 
W Z  g r a d u a t e s  whose a n a l y s e s  of t h e  world s i t u a t i o n  
have been r e p o r t e d ,  have shown remarkable o b j e c t i v i t y  
i n  their views of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  

One had been d i s c u s s i n g  w i t h  a Western European 
f r i e n d  v a r i o u s  n a t i o n a l  a r t  exh ib i t s  he ld  i n  Moscow 
l a s t  y e a r .  H e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  impressed w i t h  t h e  
Indones ian  e x h i b i t  as i l l u s t r a t i n g .  

" t h e  very  rea l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  which 
d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n s  look a t  t h e  world.  I t  
is so c l o s e l y  connected w i t h  t h e  deep  
c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  'our '  way of l i f e  is 
a b o u t .  t h e  most humane, n a t u r a l  way f o r  
a l l  people  t o  t a k e ,  and those who i n v e n t  
something else are do ing  monkey bus iness .  
I q u i t e  agree w i t h  your cr i t ic ism of 
American ideal ism,  t h a t  is ,  your c r i t i -  
c i z i n g  Americans f o r  b e i n g  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  
t h e i r  way is t h e  best ' fo r  a l l  o t h e r s  to  
t a k e .  I might add t h a t ,  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  
t h i s  is t r u e  of many people  i n  t h e  USSR. 
Too many are  s i n c e r e l y  s u r e  t h a t  t h e  most . 
n a t u r a l  and humane way t o  t a k e  is t h e  way 
Russ ians  l i v e  ... And sometimes t h i s  narrow 
way of looking  a t  other o o u n t r i e s ,  p r e s e n t  

-18- 

25m?%€z 



. ... .,. ..... 

n o t  o n l y  i n  Americans and Russians b u t ,  
I'm s u r e ,  i n  a l l  peop les ,  makes m e  feel 
r e a l l y  p e s s i m i s t i c  ... I n  f a c t ,  s i n c e r e  
s t i c k i n g  t o  conv ic t ions  t h a t  'our '  is 
a b s o l u t e l y  r i g h t ,  ' t h e i r s '  is wholly 
wrong, too many t i m e s  l e a d s  people  t o  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  p a r a l l e l  t o  'Red or Dead' 
w i t h  t h e  choice f o r  t h e  lat ter." 

One of t h e  young men who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  
Mayakovsky Square d i s c u s s i o n s  (and who was subse-  
q u e n t l y  a r r e s t e d  for h i s  p a r t  i n  them) wrote an  
a n a l y s i s  of t h e  world s i t u a t i o n  as  p a r t  of h i s  d r a f t  
program fo r  a proposed World F e d e r a t i o n  of Genera l  
Disarmament. H i s  arguments,  addressed  t o  S o v i e t  
c i t i z e n s ,  were i n  p a r t  as follows: 

. .  . . 

. .. 
.. . 

. . . :. 

" F i r s t  of a l l ,  we should  r ecogn ize  
t h a t ,  in fac t ,  w i t h  the d i scove ry  of n u c l e a r  
means of d e s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  act  of global 
w a r  i s  i n  and of i t s e l f  absurd ... There is  
a view accord ing  t o  which a world w a r  is 
a l r e a d y  i n  f a c t  going on. I t  is assumed 
t h a t  theworld, d iv ided  i n t o  two i n i m i c a l  
b1ocs;restrained from global war by t h e  
presence  i n  both sphe res  of a n  enormous 
d e s t r u c t i v e  p o t e n t i a l ,  is c a r r y i n g  on local  
wars on a g r a d u a l  b a s i s ,  now in one,  now i n  
a n o t h e r  p a r t  of t h e  world. Each of t h e  
q u a r r e l i n g  sides t h u s  tries t o  e n l a r g e  i ts  
s p h e r e  of i n f l u e n c e .  But even i f  t h i s  is 
t h e  c a s e ,  who can affirm t h a t  such  a c o u r s e  
of e v e n t s  w i l l  n o t  lead, i n  t h e  f i n a l  
a n a l y s i s  t o  g l o b a l  war?... 

" A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  effor t  t o  accumulate  
t h e  maximum d e s t r u c t i v e  p o t e n t i a l  is  i n t e r -  
woven w i t h  t h e  tendency t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  t h i s  
in t h e  i n i m i c a l l y  opposed sphe res .  B locs  
arise.  Blocs and t h e  tendency toward maxi- 
mum c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  and consequent ly  t h e  
tendency,  as w e l l ,  toward t h e  maximum 
ex tens ion  of the i r  s p h e r e s  of i n f l u e n c e .  
The ta rge ts  of t h e  contemplated ex tens ion  
of the  s p h e r e s  of i n f l u e n c e  are t h e  n e u t r a l  
c o u n t r i e s  and c o u n t r i e s  which f i n d  themselves  
i n  t h e  o t h e r  b l o c ,  or w i t h i n  t h e  s p h e r e  of 
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i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  o t h e r  bloc. The bloc 
h a s  i t s  nuc leus ,  around which are 
grouped t h e  e lements  which c o n s t i t u t e ,  
as i t  were, i t s  s h e l l .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e  
e lements  of t h e  s h e l l  are r e l a t i v e l y  
c o n s t a n t  and t h e  s h e l l  i tself  is con- 
s e q u e n t l y  r e l a t i v e l y  s table .  But i t  is  
impor t an t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  some f a l l - o u t  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  e lements  of t h e  s h e l l ,  as 
w e l l  as some a c c e s s i o n  of new e lements  
is c o n s t a n t l y  going  on. 

“ I n  t h i s  connec t ion ,  t h e  pos ing  of 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  fo rma t ion  of a n e u t r a l  
bloc, whose m i l i t a r y  p o t e n t i a l  would be 
f u l l y  l i q u i d a t e d  or reduced t o  a l e v e l  
l i t t l e  above zero, is t ime ly .  The mis s ion  
of t h e  n e u t r a l  bloc would c o n s i s t  i n  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of c o n d i t i o n s  which would i n t e n -  
s i f y  t h e  f a l l - o u t  of elements  of t h e  s h e l l s  
and i n  ma in ta in ing  them w i t h i n  i ts s p h e r e  
of i n f l u e n c e .  The n e u t r a l  bloc would t h u s  
i n  p r a c t i c e  be a wedge, d r i v i n g  t h e  i n i m i c a l  
blocs more and more asunder ,  or more pre-  
c i s e l y ,  weakening them q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  and 
q u a l i t a t i v e l y .  . . f t  

(He no ted  t h a t  n e i t h e r  bloc would be 
able t o  commit aggres s ion  on t h e  n e u t r a l  
bloc s i n c e  t h i s  would i n s t a n t l y  provoke 
t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  of t h e  o t h e r  and t h e  con- 
f l i c t  would i n e v i t a b l y  grow i n t o  a global 
war. ) 

p o t e n t i a l  in t h e  i n i m i c a l  s p h e r e s  exc ludes  
t h e ’ p o s s i b i l i t y  of a c o n f l i c t  and is a reliable 
g u a r a n t e e  of t r a n q u i l i t y .  I t  is se l f -unders tood  
t h a t  the element of chance is n o t  excluded even 
h e r e ,  b u t  t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of a c l a s h  is enor-  
mously reduced. f t  

Among t h e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  which he saw 

“The presence  of a n  enormous d e s t r u c t i v e  

as f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h i s  n u e t r a l  bloc were 
“ t h e  s t r i v i n g  of t h e  Afro-Asian c o n t i n e n t  toward inde-  
pendence (which) carries w i t h  it t h e  tendency toward 
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n e u t r a l i t y  and conso l ida t ion"  and " t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 
c o u n t r i e s  wHch, as t h e  r e s u l t  of c e r t a i n  circum- 
s t a n c e s ,  had e n t e r e d  t h e  blocs b u t  whioh have tend-  
enc ies ,  toward n e u t r a l i t y . "  

' The schoo l  teacher who showed u p , t h e  Moscow World 
Congress fo r  Genera l  Disarmament and Peace p laced  h i s  
f a i t h  i n  a s t r eng thened  UN without  t h e  v e t o .  The young 
man quoted above showed a similar d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  t r u s t  
a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t han  t o  r e l y  on 
Soviet organs .  In h i s  d ra f t  charter f o r  h i s  prpposed 
World Union of P a r t i s a n s  of General  Disarmament, he  
appea led  t o  a l l  peoples  and a l l  governments "to raise 
t h e  p r e s t i g e  of the UN and t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  (World) 
Cour t ,  ... t o  t u r n  t h e  UN i n t o  8 s u p r a - s t a t e  organ which 
would ac t  i n  s t r ic t  accordance w i t h  t h e  norm of i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  l a w  and would ... have i ts  own most h i g h l y  
developed a p p a r a t u s  of compulsion, exceeding by s e v e r a l  
t i m e s  t h e  most powerful appa ra tus  of compulsion of any 
s t a t e  ...Th e UN should  create its own i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  a l l  
t h e  s t r a t a  of t h e  popu la t ion  of a l l  states.---" 

. ..... . ... . .. . .  .. 

... . ,.. 

I n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of h i s  d r a f t  charter, he w e n t '  
t o  some p a i n s  t o  ensu re  t h a t  h i s  World Union wouId no t  
f a l l  under t h e  c o n t r o l  o$ any one n a t i o n a l  s e c t i o n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  (presumably founding)  Russian one,and he  
provided for  secret ba l lo t  i n  a l l  cases. Most s t a r t l i n g  
of a l l  f r o m  t h e  S o v i e t  s e c u r i t y  forces' p o i n t  of view, 
h e  s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  " the  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  World Union can 
be a l tered,  p a r t i a l l y  arrested or f u l l y  terminated on ly  
by. a d e c i s i o n  of t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court" and t h a t  "every 
m e m b e r  of t h e  World Union has t h e  moral r i g h t  n o t  t o  
s u b o r d i n a t e  himself  t o  t h e  l a w s  i n  effect on t h e  
t e r r i t o r y  of h i s  p l a c e  of r e s i d e n c e ,  i f  t h o s e  laws 
c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  e th i ca1 ,no rms  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law." 

7 
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Socia l i s t  Brotherhood 

For f i f t e e n  years ,  t h e  Sov ie t  people  have been 
t o l d  of t h e  u n i t y  and brotherhood of t h e  "social is t  
camp".. Some doubts have been expressed  by i n d i v i d u a l  
S o v i e t s ,  however, concerning t h e i r  " soc ia l i s t  b ro the r s " .  
A s t u d e n t  a t  Moscow Unive r s i ty  commented as e a r l y  as 
1958 t o  a n  American p r o f e s s o r  f o r  whom h e  was a c t i n g  
as gu ide ,  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between communism and 
c a p i t a l i s m  were n o t  n e a r l y  as g r e a t  as t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  
between c u l t u r e s ,  and,  as an  example, ci ted t h e  differ-  ~ 

ences  between the Russians and t h e  Chinese.  

An American who a t t e n d e d  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  meet ing 
of Q h y s i c i s t s  i n  August 1960 r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  
p h y s i c i s t s  whom h e  m e t  were openly uneasy about  t he  

. single-mindedness and d i s c i p l i n e  exhibited by Chinese 
s t u d e n t s  s t u d y i n g  i n  t h e i r  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  They c i ted,  
i n  tones  of h o r r o r ,  a n  anecdote  which h a s  been t o l d  so 
o f t e n  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  by Sov ie t  s t u d e n t s  and p r o f e s s o r s  
t h a t  i t  has  almost a t t a i n e d  the  s t a t u s  of a f o l k t a l e .  
According t o  t h e  s t o r y ,  a group of Chinese g r a d u a t e  
s t u d e n t s  who were s tudy ing  i n  t h e  USSR, were e x i s t i n g  
on m e r e  p i t t a n c e s ,  barely s u f f i c i e n t  t o  purchase  food 
and lodging .  One s t u d e n t  managed somehow to  s a v e  enough 
money from h i s  a l lowance t o  purchase a s m a l l  radio. Th i s  
so  incensed  h i s  fe l low s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t hey  n o t  on ly  made 
h i m  g i v e  up the radio, b u t  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  throw h i m  o u t  
of their  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  fo r  e x h i b i t i n g  such weakness. 

A gu ide  a t  the French e x h i b i t i o n  i n  Moscow i n  t h e  
f a l l  of 1961 r e p o r t e d  w i t n e s s i n g  the fo l lowing  i n c i d e n t .  
A Chinese shouted  a t  a Russiaxi: "Why do you push m e ,  
Russian 'scum'?" The Chinese was q u i c k l y  surrounded by  
a h o s t i l e  crowd. People y e l l e d .  "Away w i t h  you, go 
back t o  China." "Punch h i s  ugly face." The Chinese 
had already been s lapped  i n  t h e  face when mi l i t i amen  
p u t  an end t o  t h e  scene .  

An American exchange s t u d e n t  a t  Moscow Unive r s i ty  
i n  1961-62 r e p o r t e d  t h a t  on s e v e r a l  occas ions  S o v i e t  
f r i e n d s  sa id  t o  her i n  so many words: "Some day t h e  
U.S. and t h e  USSR m u s t  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese." 

The m o s t  t e l l i n g  pe r sona l  i n s u l t  i n  Sov ie t  society 
t o d a y  is a charge of being uncu l tu red .  During a v i o l e n t  
argument i n  a t a x i  queue nea r  t h e  Kremlin,  w i tnes sed  by 
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a v i s i t i n g  American l a s t  June,  one S o v i e t  accused 
ano the r  of be ing  uncu l tu red .  The accused ,  i n  r e j o i n d e r ,  
asked him whether h e  thought  he  was Chinese,  

S o v i e t  s t u d e n t s  were loud  i n  t h e i r  r i d i , cu le  of t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  paid by Khrushchev t o  t h e  seven-year-old son  
of F i d e l  Castro, accord ing  t o  a f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  who 
a t t e n d e d  Moscow Unive r s i ty  l a s t  y e a r .  They were p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  d e r i s i v e  of an  announcement i n  t h e  S o v i e t  p r e s s  
t h a t  b r u s h c h e v  gave t h e  boy ,  who a t t e n d s  school i n  
Moscow, an " interview" l a s t i n g  one and a ha l f  hours .  

........ . .  . 
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Marxis t -Lenin is t  Doc t r ine  

A young S o v i e t  ph i lo sophe r ,  d i s c u s s i n g  phi losophy 
wi-th a prominent French i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n  1957 asked  him: 
"ShaJl I go on t a l k i n g  as t h e  o f f i c i a l  i n t e r p r e t e r  of 

> S o v i e t  ph i losophers?  If I do so ,  I s h a l l  be in a pos i -  
, t i o n  of i n f e r i o r i t y  w i t h  regard t o  you because I s h a l l  

be  ob l iged  t o  t a l k  nonsense.  Wouldn't you r a t h e r  I 
spoke my own mind?" 

A nineteen-year-old S o v i e t  expressed  it more 
emot iona l ly ,  when h e  conf ided  t o  a gu ide  a t  t h e  French 
e x h i b i t i o n  i n  Moscow i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1961: "Marxism 

does n o t  i n s p i r e  me. '' 
.. is l i k e  a mathematical  scheme. I a m  cramped i n  i t .  I t  

S o v i e t  p h y s i c i s t  Igo r  Tamm asked a v i s i t i n g  American 
what had s t r u c k  him most abou t  t h e  USSR. H e  w a s  t o l d  
t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  complete d i sappea rance  of Marxis t  
ideology w i t h  which the American had become so familiar 
i n  t h e  1920's and 1930's. Tamm agreed t h a t  "we are  no 
longe r  dogmatic." H e  added t h a t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  Sov ie t  
s ta te ,  Marxist va lues  are no longer  as t r u e  a s  t h e y  w e r e  
and t h a t  a r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  is sometimes necessary .  

P e t e r  Kap i t sa ,  a lso a noted  p h y s i c i s t ,  voiced t h i s  
same theme in an  ar t ic le  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  newspaper, 
Economic Gazette (March 1962) i n  which he  charged t h a t  
a t t e m p t s  to apply  Marxis t -Lenin is t  d ia lect ics .  as t h e  
Unique c l u e  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  c o r r e c t n e s s  have hampered 
t h e  progress of Sov ie t  s c i e n c e .  

A S o v i e t  exchange s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  U.S.  i n  1961-62, 
s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  U.S. labor o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  conf ided  t o  
a n  American t h a t  he  now realized t h a t  Marxist class 
s t r u c t u r e  a13 he l ea rned  i t  was n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  U.S. 
soc ie ty  and t h a t  Americans could  n o t  be categorized a s  
Marx t r ied  t o  do. He also commented t h a f  t h e  b a s i c  
a t t i t u d e s  of workers  were t h e  same i n  t h e  U.S. as i n  
t h e  USSR, p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  on-the-job 
problems, r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  s u p e r i o r s ,  etc.  I t  might be 
noted t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d e n t ' s  background was 
impeccable in terms of or thodox Communist t r a i n i n g  and 
expe r i ence  -- a member of t h e  Young P i g n e e r s ,  t hen  of 
t h e  K o m s o m o l ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  a member of t h e  Communist 
P a r t y .  H e  fough t  i n  World War I1 a s  an i n f a n t r y  o f f icer ,  
and before coming t o  theU.S .was  a h i s t o r y  i n s t r u c t o r  
a t  a pedagogica l  i n s t i t u t e .  
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Membership i n  t h e  Communist P a r t y  

Membership in t h e  Complunist P a r t y  has always been 
h e l d  up by t h e  regime as a great honor,  as w e l l  as 
a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  awarded to  t h e  "best"  people .  A 
director of r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s  a t  t h e  Phys ic s  I n s t i t u t e  
of t h e  Academy .of Sc iences  of t h e  USSR who w a s  born  i n  
1920 r e p l i e d  i n  response  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of a v i s i t o r  
t h a t  h e  w a s  n o t  a m e m b e r  of the  P a r t y .  H e  expla ined  
t h a t  he  would n o t  dream of paying 3% of h i s  s a l a r y  
t o  t h e  P a r t y ;  it w a s  q u i t e  enough t o  pay 1% t o  t h e  Sov ie t  
trade union.  

A mid-career o f f i c i a l  of the  S o v i e t  bureaucracy,  
himself a P a r t y  member of long  s t a n d i n g  w a s  more e x p l i c i t :  

" A l l  t h e s e  P a r t y  meet ings have been 
reduced t o  mere form. Take any r e g i o n a l  
P a r t y  chief - the on ly  r eason  h e  cal ls  a 
P a r t y  meet ing is so t h a t  it can  be  on t h e  
books tha t  a meeting h a s  been h e l d .  Every- 
one a t t e n d s  t h e s e  P a r t y  meet ings  j u s t  t o  
get i t  Over w i t h .  No one is  r e a l l y  i n t e r -  
e s t e d  i n  these t h i n g s  any more. Take t h e  
P a r t y  m e m b e r s .  Why do t hey  belong t o  t h e  
Pa r ty?  I t  is n o t  because they  b e l i e v e  i n  
t h e  s y s t e m  or i n  t h e  ideology of t h e  Pa r ty .  
No, no t  a t  a l l .  I can s t a t e  w i t h  a s su rance  
t h a t  99% of t h e  so-called Communists i n  t h e  
S o v i e t  Union are n o t  Communist a t  a l l .  They 
are people  who j o i n e d  the  P a r t y  i n  order t o  
have a g r e a t e r  oppor tun i ty  to  g a i n  a good 
p o s i t i o n  which would be imposs ib l e  f o r  them 
t o  g a i n  wi thou t  be ing  i n  the P a r t y .  T h a t ' s  
what i t  means t o  be  a Communist. J u s t  as 
p r e v i o u s l y  t he  P a r t y  m e m b e r s  were t r u l y  
dedicated t o  t h a t  i deo logy  - f u l l y  dedicated 
so, now, j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  is  t r u e . "  

I I 



MembershiD i n  t h e  K o m s o m o l  

, . .  

- 
According t o  an  E a s t e r n  European s t u d e n t  who 

worked i n  t h e  Leningrad P o l y t e c h n i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  from 
1956 t o  1959, the  director of t h e  i n s t i t u t e  cited t h e  
Komsomol as  a n  example of how n o t  to  a r o u s e  young 
peop le ' s  i n t e r e s t  and enthusiasm: 

"Look a t  t h e  K o m s o m o l  which has 
completely lost its ho ld  on t h e  s t u d e n t s .  
In t h e i r  f irst  yea r  of undergraduate  work 
t h e  K o m s o m o l  still  o p e r a t e s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
second year i t  is q u i t e  imposs ib l e  t o  g e t  
an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  going and from then  on t h e  
Komsomol is completely e x t i n c t . "  . *  

The Sov ie t  p r e s s h a s  f r e q u e n t l y  publ i shed  letters 
from d i s i l l u s i o n e d  K o m s o m o l  members, u s u a l l y  us ing  them 
as a spr ingboard  f o r  exhor ta tLons  t o  greater enthusiasm. 
The fo l lowing  are f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e :  I n  1960 Pravda 
a n g r i l y  cr i t ized a letter which i t  publ i shed  from a 
K o m s o m o l  member who r e f u s e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e  publ i shed  
s t o r y  of a model K o m s o m o l  b r i g a d e  i n  Baku which a l l e g e d l y  

. had donated i ts  s e r v i c e s  t o  repair  apar tments  free: "To 
use  onrYs free t i m e  for  working and then  t o  say: 'Thank 
you, we need no money, w e  are Komsomol m e m b e r s  '...Who 
would b e l i e v e  s u c h  a f a i r y  t a l e? - - ju s t  a clumsy l i e . " .  

I n  1961, Komsomolskaya Pravda to ld  t h e  cau t iona ry  
t a l e  of a K o m s o m o l  m e m b e r , . Y u r i  Belousev,  who r e s i g n e d  
from t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  because "I do not wish to bear 
any burden nor  do I wish t o  pay membership dues ."  The 
director of t h e  f a c t o r y  where h e  had fo rmer ly  worked 
withdrew t h e  f a c t o r y ' s  approval  of h i s  con t inu ing  i n  

t o  t h e  newspaper, and Komsomolskaya Pravda s e n t  a 
cor respondent  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e .  Belousev t o l d  her: "If 
everyone worked and l i v e d  honorably,  t h e n  i t ' d  be a 
d i f f e r e n t  matter. But how many b u r e a u c r a t s ,  careerists 
and cheats w e  have...What are meet ings and Sunday labor 
dona t ions  t o  m e  - I have enough work a t  home." 

.... school and r e f u s e d  t o  promote him. Belousev complained ... L , .  

I n  1962 t h e  Be lo russ i an  K o m s o m o l  newspaper r e p o r t e d  
t h e  case of 'Grigory Zuyev, a K o m s o m o l  member and s t u d e n t  
who was " i n f e c t e d  wi th  a l i e n  i n f l u e n c e s  and worshipped 
t h e  West." Zuyev,- was expe l l ed  from t h e  Komsomol, b u t  
t h e n  v a r i o u s  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  began t r y i n g  t o  reform 
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him by means of "persuas ion ."  Even tua l ly ,  Zuyev made 
t h e  fo l lowing  open s ta tement :  

. :  . 

. .  
, . .". . ' 

"I am speaking  h e r e  on behal f  of a 
. group of youth who have been hounded.. . 

I d o n ' t  unders tand  why people  b o t h e r  m e .  
I d i d n ' t  s t ea l  anyth ing  from anybody. 
People  t r y  t o  r e a d  my soul. They say  
I ' m  n o t  a p a t r i o t .  But I l o v e  our  woods, 
our  f i e l d s ,  our  n a t i v e  l and  where, maybe, 
I s h a l l  d ie .  However, I t e l l ' y o u  t h a t  I 
l o v e  a l l  mankind, t h e  Eng l i sh  and American 
peoples ,  world c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  f o r e i g n  l i t e r a t u r e .  
I a m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e v e r y t h i n g  good t h a t  
e x i s t s  i n  t h e  West. What d i f f e r e n c e  does 
i t  make t h a t  t h e r e  is c a p i t a l i s m  t h e r e .  As 
f o r  t h e  K o m s o m o l ,  i t  is a local concept ,  i t  
does no t  s u i t  m e .  What d id  it g i v e  me?" 

. ..:. <. . . .  .. . 

., , . 

In 1962 Komsomolskaya Pravda d e s c r i b e d  w i t h  h o r r o r  
a secret s o c i e t y  organized  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  Moscow 

The "World Assoc ia t ion  of Young Troglodytes"  w a s  o rganized  
w i t h  t h e  avowed a i m  of " the  g r a d u a l  peace fu l  t r ans fo rma t ion  
of man i n t o  monkey." Every m e m b e r  had the  " r igh t  to place 
h i s  pe r sona l  i n t e r e s t s  above t h o s e  of s o c i e t y . "  A l l  
members were t o  " s t r u g g l e  f o r  the  l i b e r a t i o n  of man from 
t e c h n i c a l  progress . "  Two members of t h e  society e x p m e d  
t h a t  boredom w a s  t h e  r eason  fo r  i t s  formation:  t'Komsomol 

members have no v i t a l  matters which would keep t h e i r  
minds and souls occupied." 

of Moscow las t  November, t h r e e  S o v i e t  p r o f e s s o r s  m e t  
w i t h  t h e i r  S o v i e t  s t u d e n t s  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  on i d e o l -  
ogy, P a r t y  h i s t o r y ,  and domestic and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  
The s e s s i o n  d i f f e r e d  from most such  meet ings i n  t h a t  there 
were no set speeches  by t h e  p r o f e s s o r s  and q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  
asked o r a l l y  from t h e  f loo r  i n s t e a d  of be ing  passed up t o  
t h e  rostrum i n  w r i t t e n  form. 

Some of t h e  most outspoken s t u d e n t s  were n e i t h e r  
s t i l y a g i  nor " i n t e l l e c t u a l "  t y p e s ,  b u t  a c t i v e  Komsomol 
m e m b e r s .  The p r o f e s s o r s  were p res sed  hard by  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
t o  e x p l a i n  how t h e  S o v i e t  withdrawal  of r o c k e t s  from Cuba 
could be cons idered  a "v ic to ry"  as claimed by t h e  S o v i e t  

* Libra ry  I n s t i t u t e ,  i n c l u d i n g  "some" Komsomol members. 

In a question-and-answer s e s s i o n  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i ty  
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p r e s s .  S e v e r a l  s t u d e n t s  expres sed  t h e  op in ion  openly 
t h a t  t h e  outcome of t h e  Cuban crisis w a s  a clear 
d e f e a t  for  S o v i e t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  

Even more remarkable  was t h e  l i n e  of q u e s t i o n i n g  
fo l lowed when t h e  s u b j e c t  of S t a l i n ' s  r o l e  came up. 
One q u e s t i o n e r  asked how S t a l i n ' s  d i c t a t o r s h i p  could  
be cons idered  b a s i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from Hitler 's .  The 
p r o f e s s o r  who answered t h e ' q u e s t i o n  (who was handicapped 
i n  r e p l y i n g  convinc ingly  because h i s  own rise i n  t h e  
academic world occurred  d u r i n g  t h e  purges  of t h e  1930's 
and who still speaks  i n  a semi-literate manner) s p u t t e r e d  
t h a t  t h e  c lass  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  made a l l  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  According t o  a Western observer ,  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  were obvious ly  n o t  convinced.  

.,. ... 

.. ..$_. 

". . .  
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Regime Deceit 
.. 8 

The d i f f e r e n c e  between S o v i e t  claims and S o v i e t  
r e a l i t y  must o f t e n  be most appa ren t  t o  the  S o v i e t  peop le  
themselves .  A 34-year o l d  doctor, a v e t e r a n  of World 
War 11, t o l d  an  American: "If you go t o  a s m a l l  v i l l a g e  
h a l f  a n  hour from town, y o u ' l l  see how t h e y  r e a l l y  l i v e  
on c o l l e c t i v e  farms. There  are no 'show farms' t h e r e .  
You know what I mean - farms for showing t o  f o r e i g n  
d e l e g a t i o n s .  They still  wear bast shoes  i n  t h o s e  
v i l l a g e s  - i t  is f r i g h t f u l . "  

When a S o v i e t  r e p o r t e r  complained t h a t  h e  had been 
shadowed by t h e  FBI w h i l e  v i s i t i n g  t h e  S e a t t l e  World's 
F a i r ,  even when h e  went up i n  the  Space Needle, a S o v i e t  
exchange s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  U.S. remarked: f f I  w a s  w i t h  t h e  
man when he  went up t h e  Space Needle, and I d i d n ' t  see 
anybody fo l lowing  us .  I even went on a n  automobile  r i de  
w i t h  h i m  and I s a w  no a g e n t ,  u n l e s s  t h e  d r i v e r  w a s  a n  
a g e n t  -- which I d o n ' t  t h i n k  p o s s i b l e  because t h e  d r i v e r  
w a s  our h o s t  and a l so  he is a f a c u l t y  m e m b e r  of your  
u n i v e r s i t y  . '' 

A t a x i  d r i v e r  i n  Moscow, t a l k i n g  t o  h i s  f o r e i g n  
d ip lomat  fa re  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  Khrushchev w a s  "a very  poor 
speaker . "  The d i p l o m a t i c  d ip lomat  s a i d :  "Oh w e l l ,  
Khrushchev is a clever man, anyhow," t o  which t h e  d r i v e r  
r e j o i n e d :  " W e  s h a l l  know about  that when h e ' s  dead." 

Res i s t ence  t o  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and i n t e r e s t  i n  ''for- 
bidden f r u i t "  on t h e  p a r t  of i n d i v i d u a l  S o v i e t  c i t i z e n s  
h a s  been r e p o r t e d  many t i m e s .  A f o r e i g n  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  
Leningrad P o l y t e c h n i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  r e p o r t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
i n c i d e n t  which occurred  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1959. A f o r t h -  
coming l e c t u r e  was announced on t h e  s u b j e c t  of "Non-lenear 
Mechanics - a New Look a t  Problems of Time and Space" by 
N. A. Kozyrev. The S o v i e t  s t u d e n t s  knew t h a t  Kozyrev 
had been impr is ioned  under  S t a l i n  fo r  t h e  fo rmula t ion  of 
t h e o r i e s  which were n o t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  demands of 
d ia lec t ica l  materialism. Immediately fo l lowing  t h e  
announcement of t h e  l e c t u r e ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  books 
i n  t h e  school l i b r a r y  on t i m e  and s p a c e  and the theo ry  of 
r e l a t i v i t y  were suddenly i n  great demand. One of t h e  
i n s t r u c t o r s  commented b i t t e r l y  t h a t  " a l l  t h e s e  y e a r s  w e  
have been t r y i n g  t o  g e t  youth i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o u r  l e c t u r e s ,  
b u t  wi thout  success." The day b e f o r e  t h e  l e c t u r e ,  Kozyrev 
w a s  c r i t i c ized  i n  Pravda f o r  l e c t u r i n g  t o  audiences  who 
c o u l d  not  p r o p e r l y m a t e  h i s  views i n  t h e  l i g h t  of 
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ideology.  As a r e s u l t ,  t w o  hours  before- the l e c t u r e  was 
t o  beg in ,  t h e  h a l l  w a s  f i l l e d  t o  its c a p a c i t y  (6001, and 
about  1800 more s t u d e n t s  jammed t h e  ha l lways ,  staircases 
and ne ighbor ing  classrooms, packing them s o  t i g h t l y  t h a t  
i t > w a s  imposs ib l e  t o  move through t h e  area. The director 
of t h e  i n s t i t u t e ,  pe r tu rbed  by what h e  cons ide red  a 
p o l i t i c a l  demonst ra t ion ,  appea led  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  
clear t h e  h a l l s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of s a f e t y ,  b u t  was 
ignored .  Two hours  l a te r ,a f te r  three such  a p p e a l s ,  he 
t h r e a t e n e d  to  c a n c e l  t h e  l e c t u r e .  When the s t u d e n t s  
still  remained i n  place, he announced the  meet ing c l o s e d ,  
w i t h  t h e  promise t h a t  t h e  l e c t u r e  would be rescheduled  
a t ' a  la ter  date ,  b u t  w i t h  a l i m i t e d  number of admission 
t i c k e t s .  The s t u d e n t s  s u s p e c t i n g  a t r i c k ,  remained i n  
p l a c e  for  y e t  ano the r  hour before t h e y  f i n a l l y  l e f t .  

en te r t a inmen t )  company a t  Moscow U n i v e r s i t y  l as t  
February ,  t h e  master of ceremonies so antagonized  t h e  
audience  by r ecoun t ing  between acts e d i f y i n g  anecdotes  
about  t h e  "new S o v i e t  man" t h a t  he w a s  jeered i n t o  
s i l e n c e .  The f i n a l  breakdown i n  h i s  c o n t r o l  ove r  t h e  
audience  occurred  when he  r e f u s e d  t o  permi t  a second 
encore  t o  a comedienne who had j u s t  performed s a t i r i c a l  
s k e t c h e s  i n  which she parodied  both a S o v i e t  spaceman 
and a worker who had o v e r f u l f i l l e d  h i s  norms. The 
master of ceremonies f i n a l l y  r e t a l i a t e d  by  c l o s i n g  down 
the performance. 

During a performance by t h e  Moscow "Estrade" ( l i g h t  

' 

Komsomolskaya Pravda l a s t  January  carried a l e t t e r  
from a s t u d e n t  i n  Kharkhov i n  which t h e  writer complained: 
"Our s t u d e n t s  are s u f f i c i e n t l y  mature  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n s  

. and debates, and t h e  t i m e  has come to s t o p  l e a d i n g  them 
by t h e  hand." 
educa t ion  is t o  teach t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  have h i s  own p o i n t  
of view" and urged t h a t  t h e  best means of developing  
t h i s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  independent  t h i n k i n g  is through d i s -  
cuss ion  . . . ' I  and n o t  when " t r u t h s  are handed down i n  a 
ready made and a l r e a d y  decided f o r m . "  

H e  f e l t  t h a t  " the  whole purpose of h ighe r  

A S o v i e t  h i s t o r i a n - t a l k i n g  t o  a B r i t i s h  f r i e n d  i n  
1961 expla ined:  

" W e  h i s t o r i a n s  know p e r f e c t l y  w e l l  
t h a t  Tro tsky  played a p o s i t i v e  ro l e  a t  
c e r t a i n m o m e n t s  of h i s  career, b u t  on t h e  
whole,  h i s  role w a s  thoroughly  n e g a t i v e  
so t h a t  is t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  has t o  be 
s t r e s sed . . .And  i n  t h e  long  r u n ,  t h e r e  

\ 
I 
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w i l l  n o t  be any d i s c r e p a n c i e s  between 
' f a c t u a l '  h i s t o r y  and ' o b j e c t i v e '  
h i s t o r y  ... Our young g e n e r a t i o n  knows 
e x a c t l y  what is what  ... As regards 
Sov ie t  h i s t o r y  t h e y  know better and 
b e t t e r  every  yea r  what t h e  fac ts  are, 
b u t  they  a l so  know why c e r t a i n  f ac t s  
should  be played down and o t h e r s  
played up." 

.. . .. 

.... ... . .  

The h i s t o r i a n  may have spoken more t r u l y  than  he 
knew. An American v i s i t i n g  t h e  USSR t h i s  yea r  r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  S o v i e t  s t u d e n t s  had discussed w i t h  h i m  t h e  rela- 
t i o n s h i p  between S t a l i n  and Kirov,  a s u b j e c t  which has 
n o t  y e t  been touched on i n  t h e  " r e v e l a t i o n s "  concerning 
S t a l i n ' s  y e a r s .  I n  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  v e r s i o n ,  Kirov i n  
1934 r ece ived  more v o t e s  f o r  t h e  d a r t y  secretariat  than  
d i d  S t a l i n ,  which should  have made h i m  S t a l i n ' s  s u p e r i o r .  
D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  he  had t o  bow o u t  i n  S t a l i a ' s  f a v o r ,  accep t -  
i n g  t h e  second most impor tan t  p o s t  (secretary 9f t h e  
Leningrad d i s t r i c t ) .  Following t h i s  e l e c t i o n ,  S t a l i n  
had h i m  murdered t o  get r i d  of a dangerous ly  popular  
r i v a l .  

T h i s  open secret of incomple te  or s l a n t e d  h i s t o r y  
was also admitted by one of t he  S o v i e t  eftchange s t u d e n t s  

* i n  t h e  United States t h i s  yea r .  When h i s  American pro- 
fessor asked him whether there are any f a i r ,  f a c t u a l  
w r i t i n g s  on t h e  U.S. trade union movement i n  c u r r e n t  
S o v i e t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  he r e p l i e d  t h a t  there w e r e  not. H e  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e  on ly  people  w r i t i n g  on t h e  s u b j e c t  do so 
fo r  propaganda purposes ,  s l a n t e d  and colored so as  t o  
g i v e  t h e  des i red  p i c t u r e  for  S o v i e t  consumption. 

I n  an ar t ic le  i n  a n  underground magazine w r i t t e n  
by S o v i e t  s t u d e n t s  and c i r c u l a t e d  i n  Moscow i n  1961, 
a young l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c  commented: "Every claim t o  
be s e r v i n g  t h e  people  is  either a consc ious  or an  
unconscious l i e .  Th i s  c r i t e r i o n  of t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  
of t h e  pa th  of a p o e t ,  of h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r i t y ,  can  
p r o f i t a b l y  be used by every rogue who s e r v e s  t h e  power 
of t h e  s t a t e ,  which so s k i l l f u l l y  i d e n t i f i e s  itseif 
wi th  t h e  people .  How many t a l e n t e d  people  have been 
deceived and destroyed. 

I n  a supe rb ly  impudent "explanat ion" addressed  
t o  t h e  KGB, one of t h e  s t u d e n t s  involved  i n  t h e  Maya- 
kovsky Square d i s c u s s i o n s  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1961 described 
t h e  af ter-ef f ects  of S t a l i n ' s  "excessess":  
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"People  were coerced too much - 
t h e  ref lex a c t i o n  was r e s i s t a n c e .  
People  were deceived too much - and 
they  became accustomed no t  t o  b e l i e v e  
anyth ing .  The m o s t  nob le  ideas l o s t  
a l l  t h e i r  a t t r a c t i o n ,  because t h e  
i d e a s  came from t h e  l y i n g  l i p s  of a 
c o n s t e l l a t i o n  of scoundre l s  and mur- 
derers. . . I  recall a small  brochure i n  
which Lev Sheynin (a S o v i e t  J o u r n a l i s t )  
writes about  how humanely t h e  workers 
of t h e  KGB treated t h e  s t u d e n t s  of a 
c e r t a i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  about  how, accord- 

* i n g  t o  him, the s t u d e n t s  confessed and 
broke  down c r y i n g ,  and so f o r t h  and so 
on. What a terrible savage! The 
impress ion  is created t h a t  the  a u t h o r  
w a s  purposely t r y i n g  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  
no one would b e l i e v e  h i m .  I n  t h e  r e a d i n g  
of such  a-base concoct ion  even the t r u t h  
sounds l i k e  a l ie.  On m e  p e r s o n a l l y  tha t  
most s t u p i d  brochure  produced a dia- 
m e t r i c a l l y  o p p o s i t e  effect ." 

Another m e m b e r  of t h i s  group commented on t h e  poet 
Yevgeny Yevtusheuko's l i n e s  on t h e  j o y  of marching on 
t h e  road s t r a igh t  t o  t h e  commune. " W e  s m i l e ,  n o t  
because w e  d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of u n f u r l -  
i n g  t h e  banners  and going  s t r a i g h t  to  t h e  Commune. We 
s t a n d  p r e c i s e l y  for  t h a t  s t r a i g h t  road t o  t h e  Commune 
and n o t  for  t h e  one t ha t  is  marked o u t  w i t h  l ies and 
meanness which t h e y  are t r y i n g  t o  palm off on u s . . .  
You are  i n c l i n e d  t o  proc la im mould and decay as s i g n s  
of growth. Sa ted  swinishness  is, t o  you, a tac t ica l  
move." 

Two poems from underground magazines c i r c u l a t e d  
i n  Moscow i n  1960 and 1961 echo t h i s  theme of regime 
deceit . 

C o c k t a i l  

Every th ing  round about 
Is a melancholy c o c k t a i l :  
One p a r t  t r u t h ,  one p a r t  lies, 
One pa r t  dreams and wishes . . .  

-32- 

I I 



. .  
I! 

.. . 
. . ,  . . .  . .  I. . .  

. . .  , .  i 

Moscow Gold - by A.  Onezhskaya 

Golden s t a i n s  of p a i n  
I n  t h e  p i tch-b lack  da rkness ,  
Golden thoughts  i n  s l a v e r y ,  
Golden people  i n  p r i s o n .  
T reasu res  everywhere: t h e  gold of bredd ,  
The golden tassels of banners, 
And i n  t h e  golden manure of t h e  cow-shed, 
A golden d e p o s i t  of names 
G l o r i f y i n g  t h i s  c i t y ,  
T h i s  l a n d ,  and t h i s  world.  

Among them, proudly g l i s t e n i n g  
In golden p r a i s e ,  an  i d o l ,  
The newest and b r i g h t e s t ,  
Gladdening h i s  people ,  
S p r i n k l e s  golden g i f t s  
I n t o  t h e  mouths of t h e  g r a t e f u l  s imple tons .  
Golden t e e t h  on  s k u l l s ,  
Golden promises i n  newspapers - 
Everyth ing  is s p l e n d i d  i n  my f a t h e r l a n d  
B u i l t  on bones.  

... .. . .  

, 
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Collect ive G u i l t  fo r  S t a l i n ' s  C r i m e s  

crimes has  emphasized t h a t  t h e  books are closed on 
t h o s e  g u i l t y  of be ing  h i s  accomplices  and t h a t  what 
remains now is t o  r ehab i l i t a t e  t h e  v i c t i m s  and t o  
look t o  t h e  f u t u r e .  Th i s  e f fo r t  t o  a b s o l v e  t h e  s u r -  
v i v o r s  of t h e  pe r iod  of any t a i n t  of g u i l t  has n o t  
been e n t i r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l .  An a r t i c l e  i n  a n  under- 
ground magazine c i rculated i n  Moscow i n  1961 des- 
c r i b e d  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  concerning S t a l i n !  6 flerrorst'. 
"Next, (1956) i t  appea r s ,  eve ry th ing  is very  s imple .  
I t  t u r n s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  f r i e n d  of p r o g r e s s i v e  mankind 
( S t a l i n )  r u l e d  t h e  count ry  as though i t  w e r e  h i s  own 
patrimony. The r o o t i n g  o u t  of mis takes  beg ins .  Those 
mis t akes  cost thee dear, Russ ia .  They devoured 
m i l l i o n s  of t h e  best sons  ... Someone wanted Russ i a ,  
e n t e r i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  c u l t  of p e r s o n a l i t y ,  
n o t  t o  t h i n k  too much about  t h e  r e a s o n s  which had g i v e n  
t h e  c u l t  b i r t h . "  

The reg ime ' s  handl ing  of r e v e l a t i o n s  of S t a l i n ' s  

A t  a meeting of Moscow U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  i n  
A p r i l  1962, reported by Le Monde co r re sponden t ,  Michel 
Ta tu ,  one s t u d e n t  speaker  s a i d :  "Of u s  a l so  they  
( f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s )  w i l l  demand a r e n d e r i n g  of accoun t s  
concern ing  t h e  p a s t .  They w i l l  demand t o  know what 
w e  d i d  t o  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  c u l t  of 
p e r s o n a l i t y  which  poison t h e  atmosphere." Another 
added: "The best t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  older g e n e r a t i o n  d i d  
w a s  t o  g i v e  us birth. For t h a t  w e  owe them our  g ra t i -  
tude ,  b u t  i t  is too bad t h a t  among t h a t  g e n e r a t i o n  
those who ought t o  have su rv ived  i n  t he  f i rs t  p l a c e  
d i d  n o t  s u r v i v e .  '' 

An American exchange s t u d e n t  a t  Leningrad Univer- 
s i t y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Leningrad s t u d e n t s  o rgan ized  a 
formal debate addressed t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h e n  be ing  
asked many fa thers  by t h e i r  sons:  "What were you 
doing  w h i l e  the  crimes of S t a l i n ' s  y e a r s  were be ing  
p e r p e t r a t e d ?  Why d i d  you l e t  them happen?" 

September a "liberal" work was under a t tack  as  be ing  
u n f a i r  t o  "conserva t ive  writers.  One of t h e  ed i tors  
r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  work f i n a l l y  d e l i v e r e d  a p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  p a s s i o n a t e  de fense  of t h e  work. H e  tu rned  t o  the  

' 

During a h o t l y  debated writers' meet ing l a s t  

.. . .  0 

-34- 

T 



......_ 

.. .. 

. .  . .. 
. .. 

a t t a c k i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  and shouted:  "And where were 
you when Zoshchenko was be ing  hounded t o  death? D i d  
you p r o t e s t  when t h e y  were s t a r v i n g  Anna Akhmatova? 
We don ' t  want your dachas and your automobiles .  A l l  
w e  want from you is decen t  behavior ."  (Mikha i l  
Zoshchenko and Anna Akhmatova were t h e  primary ta rge ts  
of t h e  savage campaign for ideological "puri ty"  i n  
l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t he  l a t e  1940's) 

. ':i 

.... .\. . .. 
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t t i t u d e  Toward the  Regime 

One of t h e  poems circulated i n  an underground 
magazine i n  Moscow i n  1.961 described t h e  regime thus :  

People  Need an  I d o l  - by I .  Peresve tov  

People  need an i d o l ,  
They hang on t o  him t i g h t l y ,  w i t h  a dea th-gr ip .  
The vo lun ta ry  icon-daubers p a i n t  h i s  p o r t r a i t s .  
The va lun ta ry  preachers  e c s t a t i c a l l y , p r o c l a i m  h i s  
Praise. The worshippers  s t u d y  h i s  .blameless 
L i f e  and t h e  f a n a t i c a l  zealots of t h i s  b lamelessness  
Scour about  i n  s e a r c h  of h e r e t i c a l  apocrypha. 
B u t  i d o l s  decay. 
And when people  f i n a l l y  unders tand  t h a t  t he i r  i d o l  was 
N o t ,  goodness know$!,so great, and t h a t  t h e y ,  h i s  
Creators, r i s k  being damned t o g e t h e r  w i t h  their i d o l ,  
They become brazen and t h e i r  consc iences  no longe r  
Clean,  cont inue  t h e i r  d i r t y  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  
Ten t i m e s  t h e  e f f o r t ,  f o r  a f te r  a l l  (as Victor Hugo 
S a i d ) ,  "How n i c e  t o  be a f l e a  on t h e  body of a l ion!" 

A young S o v i e t  t r a n s l a t o r  complained t o  t h e  
American newspaperman f o r  whom he  worked: "AS f o r  m e ,  
I d o n ' t  l i k e  be ing  a r e c e p t a c l e  of i r r i t a t i o n  from 
both sides. The Russian o f f i c i a l s  growl a t  m e  as  i f  I 
were John F o s t e r  D u l l e s ,  w h i l e  you s a y  such t h i n g s  and 
make g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  i n  my presence  as  i f  I were a 
dummy, or ra ther  a r e p r e s e q t a t i v e  of t h e  very bureau- 
c racy  w e  bo th  h a t e . "  

.. .. 
A'2O-year o l d  S o v i e t  commented t o  a guide a t  t h e  

French F a i r  i n  MOSCOW i n  1961: ''I was a boy d u r i n g  
t h e  S t a l i n  per iod .  . S t a l i n ,  cd c o u r s e ,  was an  an imal ,  
y e t  t h e  people  f e l t  h i s  s t r e n g t h ,  g r e a t n e s s ,  ideas. 
B u t  what k ind  of ideas does Khrushchev have? None - - 
a retreat  on t h e  e n t i r e  Communist f r o n t .  It 's correct, 
l i f e  under S t a l i n  w a s  rough, as old men s a y ,  b u t  now 
l i f e  is empty. Everything is f a l l i n g  t o  p ieces ."  

The extreme of t h i s  s e n s e  of a l i e n a t i o n  from t h e  
regime is s e e n  i n  t w o  of t h e  1961 underground poems: 
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To My F r i e n d s  - by N. Nor 

m 

No, i t  is n o t  up t o  u s  t o  f i r e  t h e  p i s t o l s  
I n t o  t h e  midst of t h e  g reen  columns! 
For t h a t  w e  are too much t h e  p o e t s ,  
And our  opponent is too s t r o n g .  
No, t h e  Vendee w i l l  n o t  be reborn  i n  u s  
In t h a t  coming, d e c i s i v e  hour! 
After a l l ,  w e  are more concerned w i t h  i d e a s ,  
And t h e  cudgel  is not for u s .  
No, i t  is n o t  up t o  us  t o  raise t h e  p i s t o l s !  
But t h e  age c r e a t e d  p o e t s  
For t h e  most impor tan t  moments 
And they  created s o l d i e r s .  

The second ,un t ' i t l ed ,  w a s  publ i shed  under t he  
t to :  

Let  Yourself  be carried away, somersau l t ing  
In blindi'plg music.  
Remember e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e  world ... 

, . ... . . .. 

You, n i n e t e e n  y e a r s  o l d ,  
Gurgl ing  tomato j u i c e ,  
I ' l l  teach you to l e a r n  sonne t s  
To t h e  s n i c k  of f l y i n g  b u l l e t s .  

Thick-skinned ones ,  how many of you 
Covered t h e  whole square:  "Brand-new!" 
Suppose it weren ' t  a squa re  b u t  a place of execut ion2  
You'd close your l i t t l e  eyes  f r o m  the drops  of bloodl' 

B e l i e v e  m e ,  I'm no beacon, 
I on ly  want you t o  be  genuine ly  unlucky and happy! 

There are so many f i g h t s  ahead, 
So many Sena te  Squares  and showers of b u l l e t s !  

Russ ia  is s t r u g g l i n g  i n  h e r  s t r a i t - j a c k e t !  
But s h e ' l l  never  be curbed! 

Arise! 

During t h i s  b l u e  n i g h t .  
' Now! 

WE'RE FED UP! WE'VE HAD ENOUGH. CUT IT OUT? 
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Capi t a l i sm and t h e  West 

The S o v i e t  exchange s t u d e n t  whose yea r  of s tudy  
i n  t h e  United States  had convinced him t h a t  t h e  " l a w s "  
of Marxist class s t r u c t u r e  are n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s  has  already been noted.  A young S o v i e t  
eng inee r  v i s i t i n g  London a l so  found h i s  belief i n  
Marxism shaken by what he  saw: ffAccording t o  Marxism, 
c a p i t a l i s m ' a n d  unemployment are i n s e p a r a b l e .  
could  n o t  f i n d  any beggars  OP impoverished people  i n  
t h e  streetsof London. ..When I s a w  t h e  Labor Exchange, 
I w a s  very  much impnessed by t h e  absence  of those long  
l i n e s  of unemployed which are o f t e n  described by S o v i e t  
propaganda." H e  added t h a t  his,former belief i n  t h e  
i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  
c o u n t r i e s  had been destroyed. 

Y e t  I 

The conc lus ions  concerning t h e  American economic 
system, reached by a S o v i e t  biochemist d u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t  
t o  t h e  U.S., are  somewhat s t a r t l i n g .  A t  t h e  beginning  
of h i s  v i s i t ,  h e  w a s  convinced t h a t  U.S. income tax l a w s  
were f o r  propaganda purposes  o n l y ,  s i n c e  if t hey  were 
enforced  they  would " e l i m i n a t e  incen t ive . "  H e  reasoned 
t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  American s c i e n t i s t s  whom h e  m e t  obvious ly  
had i n c e n t i v e ,  no one obeyed t h e  l a w s .  He w a s  f i n a l l y  
convinced t h a t  even though income taxes are p r o g r e s s i v e ,  
one s t i l l  takes home more money i f  he makes more, and 
t h a t  there are, moreover, other i n c e n t i v e s  t o  cons ide r .  
H e  then  commented t h a t  t h e  U.S. sys tem w a s  f a r  too 
socialized and would n o t  work i n  the USSR where, accord- 
i n g . , t o  h i m ,  you do n o t  a c c e p t  more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  u n l e s s  
you are pa id  more. 

A French i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  one young 
ph i losophe r  whom h e  m e t  on a t r i p  t b  t h e  USSR i n  1957 
made t h e  fo l lowing  s t a t emen t  abou t  t h e  a l l e g e d  pauper- 
i z a t i o n  of workers i n t h e  West: "Paupe r i za t ion  i n  i ts  
o rd ina ry  s e n s e  is no t  t o  be t aken  s e r i o u s l y .  I n  t h e  
end,  wages i n  a l l  count ,kies  are i n  p ropor t ion  t o  t h e  
c o m u n i t y q s  r e sources .  Everyone knows t h a t ,  and I 
s h a l l  n o t  t r y  t o  defend t h e  c o n t r a r y  t h e o r y ,  t h e  
o f f i c i a l  (Communist) t heo ry ,  which one cannot  t a k e  ser- 
i o u s l y .  " 
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Concepts of Freedom and Democracy 

S o v i e t  " t h e o r i s t s "  for  years have labored t o  
change t h e  meaning of t h e s e  words t o  conform to  S o v i e t  
c o n d i t i o n s .  A t y p i c a l  fo rmula t ion  is  t h e  one used 
r e c e n t l y  by t h e  S o v i e t  newspaper, L i t e r a r y  Gazette, t o  
describe t h e  regime's demand f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  con- 
f o r m i t y :  "Laws which p r o t e c t  people  f rom t h o s e  who 
endanger t h e  freedom of normal l i f e  are t h e  expres s ion  
of t h e  l o f t i e s t  democracy." D e s p i t e  t h e  y e a r s  of 
double-speak, however, i n d i v i d u a l  S o v i e t s  have on 
occas ion  used t h e  words "freedom" and "democracy" 
i n  t h e  same s e n s e  i n  which they are used i n  t h e  West. 
The youngs te r s  a g a i n s t  whom L i t e r a r y  Gazette w a s  
i nve igh ing  were described as demanding "freedom of 
t h e  s o u l ,  freedom t o  d i s a g r e e ,  freedom t o  be sad." 

t o  a gu ide  a t  t h e  French E x h i b i t i o n  i n  Moscow i n  t h e  
f a l l  of 1961: 

A S o v i e t  eng inee r ,  abou t  35 y e a r s  o l d ,  exp la ined  

. .  

. '  
.. . . . .. 

. . . 

..... .... . .  ..... 

. .  . 

"NOW eve ry th ing  is on t h e  r i g h t  
t r a c k .  The p r e s e n t  development must 
i n e v i t a b l y  lead t o  rea l  freedom, t o  
your Western freedom and n o t  t o  our  
f aked  Sov ie t  freedom. S e v e r a l  y e a r s  
ago t h e  s p i r i t u a l  oppres s ion  was still 
very  heavy. B u t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  
material c o n d i t i o n s  were very bad too, 
and for t h i s  reason  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
oppres s ion  w a s  n o t  f e l t  so much. W e  
had o t h e r  problems - t o  do our  job 
and get the  most necessa ry  th ingsk  
Now t h e  s i t u a t i o n  as  f a r  as  the ' 

n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e  are  concerned 
h a s  improved and there is t i m e  
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h i n k  about  d i f f e r e n t  
q u e s t i o n s .  T h a t P s  why t h e  s p i r i t u a l  
oppres s ion ,  a l though it h a s  become . 
less v i o l e n t ,  is much more s t r o n g l y  
f e l t .  

" In  less than  t e n  years, Communism 
w i l l  d i s appea r .  Communism h a s  done its 
p a r t  and now away w i t h  i t .  We have out -  
grown Communism. I t  is b o r i n g  t o  be 
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considered juveniles, it is boring to 
be under the Party's guardianship. The 
Party must understand that we need free- 
dom, not for revolutions but for a human 
way of life. However, the Party will 
never understand that. Theref ore, we 
will liquidate the Party." 

When asked how the Party would be liquidated, he 
gave only a generalized answer. Ironically, however, 
he turned the weapon of the Party on itself, using 
the phrasing of the dialectic: "The Party will be 
liquidated by time Itself, by the circumstances and 
by the dialectic development of history, in accordance 
with the teachings of Marx." 

would knew 1 just 'free me', I would heal rich and poor.n r nmen t 

He went on to add: flNow my idea is that everyone should 
be allowed to say exactly what he wants to, and if 
it's good people will approve it because people are 
good. . f '  

The would-be poet, writing in a 1961 underground 

"The spiritual individuality of 

clearly 

- 
magazine in Moscow, might equally well have been 
writing in the West: 
the poet is incompatible with lies. I :therefore fight 
for conditions which will facilitate the development 
of the individual. No matter what sort of opinions 
the individual may express, we cannot fail to call 
them a vital truth. 11 - 

reported th at whlle 
sent seemed to agree 

with their government's position, they shouted down 
efforts b s to curtail the.time allotted 
to the nd insisted that they be 

I 

given 1 z - r  o-present their case. 

dec justify 1 0  the faith of the people, it should disband and 

free elections should be held in the USSR. These 
students "disappeared" from the University. 
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I n  1959, however,/ I ' concern ing  the Komsomol r g a n i z a t i o n .  
miiar  aemanas were maae 

A t  a g e n e r a l  
meeting of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  K o m s o m o l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  
secretary of t h e  K o m s o m o l  opened t h e  proceedings  w i t h  
a long  speech concerning K o m s o m o l  g o a l s  for  t h e  coming 
y e a r .  
demanded (1) t h a t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  Komsomol 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  be changed t o  make i t  more re spons ive  t o  
t h e  wishes  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  of its m e m b e r s  and (2)  t h a t  
t h e  p l a n  drawn up and s e n t  down from above wi thou t  
c o n s u l t i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  be abandoned i n  f a v o r  of a 
p lan  t o  be drawn up by t h o s e  p r e s e n t  a t  Rheomeeting. 
A f t e r  an  hour-long d i s c u s s i o n ,  t he  group voted  t o  
reject  t h e  s e c r e t a r y v s  p roposa l .  
ad journed  by t h e  secretary w i t h  no subsequent  meeting 
scheduled .  S i x  more s t u d e n t s  "disappeared" from t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y .  

I n  t h e  d e b a t e  which followed, many s t u d e n t s  

.\ I 

The s e s s i o n  w a s  t hen  

. . . ... . 

.. . , .  

..... ... , 

. . . ... , 

I 

Despi te  t h i s  i n c i d e n t , /  I 
\ v--.I-.UI U m A W b b U  V1. b 

a d i s c u s s i o n  c l u b  for Moscow youth ,  t o  be completely 
u n a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  any e x i s t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  Communist P a r t y :  

" W e  s a y ,  g i v e  us a c l u b .  W e  s h a l l  
occupy o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a r t ,  
s c i e n c e  and p o l i t i c s  i n  i t .  The count ry  
has  f e l t  t h e  r e f r e s h i n g  wind of democracy 
and t h i s  democracy should  speak  a wholly 
new l i t e r a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  language.  Th i s  
democracy should  p u t  forward wholly new 
s c i e n t i f i c ,  e s t h e t i c  and t e c h n i c a l  va lues .  
T h i s  democracy should  comple te ly  restore 
l e g a l i t y  and a s s u r e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
l iber t ies  of t h e  c i t i z e n s .  Only t h u s  can 
it i n s p i r e  the  people  w i t h  con f idence ,  on ly  
t h u s  can  i t  ach ieve  a consc ious  movement 
of t h e  masses." 

The m o s t  e x p l i c i t  s t a t e m e n t  on democracy came from 
I 

I 
I I n =  aeSCrlDea tn e s o v i e t  p o l l t l  c a l  s i t u a t i o n  
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"You must realize that the chairman 
of a village Soviet, for example, represents 
nothing as an individual, Everything is 
decided by the Communist Party. It is a 
dictatorship, puPe and simple, and from the 
bottom to the top, without the slightest 
attempt toward democracy." 
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