RN A IR N E:
N , e L B R

(. Approved for Release: 2017/01/18 C01482288 T

N . . - N ____.d.-o-- T

T — - 7 — - S F PR S

cEMTRAL INTELLIGENGE AGENCY {5 775
YWASBINGTON, 0.0, 20303 :

DIRELTOR

[

OF T8

1331

K=rizl

' . 7 ADezem"oer' 1971 v -

. MEMORANLUM FOR:' The Honorable John D, Ehrllchman
. Assiatant to the Presidambt .. . .-
(Domestic Affadzrs) - - .

- . SUBJECT: . Declassification

, 1. “Bill Colby told me of his lunch with you and
SRR ‘wour discussion of d3c1assificationa We have produced’ - L
: - the. attached outlime summary of the problam and & poS— =i T
. sible solufion fop your consideration, I% obriously o A
. would require further detail if it were to b adopteds - o
.. .*% The imporbant thing, however, ia the desgree o which 4% :
Lo Tlte your general thinking. . _ o

LT 2,7 1f thers is 4a:g-£hing else_‘%-ra 'c_z'a..n 2o "&9?}13135 on
o 1., tnds problam, plaass dat ma knode, IERREE T B

Approved for Release: 2017/01/18 C01482288 ‘




Approved for Release: 2017/01/18 C01482288

i
&
vl
Gy
b
!
-
«
@]
Y
[¢]
ot
14
[#}]
1A
i
Jods
“
]
w“r
i
0
14

3
u
[}
(2
v
[&H
[#]]
R 4
A
'-z
®

3
o
it
)]
o
o
[{+
H
W
-

compromising operational sources an
years old whose substantive content is no longer polilicall delicate,
31 3

for example, could nonstheless compromise a siill produacing S
who, indeed, might now be =van betiar oxr mozxre strategically placed
3
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.an he woaa when he provided tha report in guestion., What an intelli~ =
e service needs {and strives) to protect are the technigues it =
mploys in going about its business and the human assets, especially

foreizn nationals, it uses or has used in the past., From an intelligeace

L
oificer’s standpoint, thereiore, a document'!s sensitivity is a direet
inction of the extent to which that document could comprommise sourcas

+ maethods if it were to fall into unauthorized hands or pass into the

2. When we addreas the tassue of declassifying the intelligence
- - cont#ibniion.to major. policy derisions or historical events, wgarxe . -
talking about at,least three separate types of documants. E '

{a) Finished Imellizence. This appears in the farm of
National Inteiligencs Estimates or special memoranda, drawn _
from all sources, recountiag the facits and zssessing a siiuation.
In most cases, declassification of such docurments wonld net
jeopardize sourcas and methods, since the sowsces of the facts
and assessmenta are usually not stated or are chscured so that
they are not apt to be disclosed by declassification of the . =
document. The dacuments may occasionally refer to tha original -
source of material contained thersin, but such reiersuces could

e edited out or geaeralized so that the original souzcs remains
This would reguire of course carsiul review of any

uch material prior to declassification with this thought in mind.-

£
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source, in other cas=23s, such as clapdsstinaly acguired
ptiorng are used in
e

. - _. L) . :
niity oi the soure=

ramalins coneczaled, Ia ail these categorizs, the passags of

time may io some extent alleviate the darmaze caused by a

lisclosure of the source, €. 3., tha fact that we ware reading
3

T

< 2
Japan=se codes during World Wax Iis
matter any more. Oxn the other hand, wi
of th2se scuzces, ihe passags of times mazy not
sensitivity of ’?aa smatter, particolarly on material provided
by a iriendly foreign infelligencs service which expects
kesp their relationship with us a permanent secret, Thus
a‘tegor;r of dizzeminated intelligencs, 2 conaiderably
' sditing might be nacessary to separate iterns
declassified from those which should uot be.
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{c} Intellizanca Oc—aranonal T raffic. There is a great
daal of this material which in almost all cases shonld not and
can not bas daclassifisd without 2 highly inappropriate disclosuxe
~F int=llizence sources and methods, The material 1:.3&}_?‘. is
freguently written with special coda pames which may b
valuable i the future. Also the methodology xewvealed may
show things about our service which could be of advaniaga to -
an nnfriendly power, Tae true names of our agents and the
pracisa te::hn:qaas of our pperations sheuld in no event hae
disclosed even afler maay years. o o

3, Cutting across the specific problems of declassi 511:10 m..el‘*-=
gence rpaterial is the way our governiment does business in thesse
times, Thanks to tha enormous improvemenis in comumunications
technology, the governmeant utilizes a flopd of separate papexrs and -
documents in the course of doing its busizess, In order o make
thess manageable at the key decision levels, thesa raw docurnents

ust be collated, summarizad and anadyzed in the form of pvar-all
This of course is what happens fo raw intelligence rmaterial
h tha Naticnal Intelligencs Estimates and similar docunrments,
Derision-making on major natmna'i ts is almost alwaya based on i
the 74 >£L:1»d product rather than trhe raw. Asz noizd 2bove, the vefined
a

by
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product raises cons;aerably fewer problems of declass

!

the raw, For the few cases in wh hiich

v
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cf most sv:-.ch major eva T s
¢y could give an over- ali view of 2 major national event on the

sis only of matarial available to it, Ths Pentagon Papers display
- : :

-
b

5. A possiblz solution to the problem mizht lie in trahzi.:’:

S pro;u""‘on of cificial histories of sslected majaa. even’ca An _
storian 5t be added to the White House staff or tha Archivist of .

Unit *d S*’%*es might be aasigned this responsibility., This officer N
could sexve as a Po.a.n_i of coordination and tasking of the varions
depariments and agencies to contribute to a nat ional account of a major
event. Daparximent or agsncy contributions could thus b2 consolidated
into a single over-all accowmt, From the point of view of the ;.ntoll-gence.
community, this would permit summarization of material congidered
significant to tha event to protect intelligsnce sources and methods,
raihar than daclassifying raw material, T would also put the focus
of the account on the key documents actunalliy used at the national iev=l
rathar than seeking the impractical aim of declassifying all raw
te;.al Lastly, it would provida an Over-all context in which .
ndividual raw Hocuments wonld find a proper niace, 12 ther ;"lan
ausing sensational Imsundsrsza“u_“fr if and'when they came to
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public notice,
Such studies would ot 3atisiy the history- puriats, of courge,
could mest the lagitimats nesds of the geperal public,— =

m could be made that an administration was writi ting 1€'~ bwn

8. The proot of this pudding wonld be in the eatinyg, i.%,,

t’rm resulting studies were truly objective, The Pantagon N
Papers have not bean subjacted o this accusation nor are the Foreigm : -
\elations seri=g produced by the Department of State or the stuaLes
produced by the Office of Military History: T
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