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THE SINO-SOVIET STRUGGLE IN CUBA 
AND THE LATIN AMERICAN COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 

Summary and Conclusions 

Sov ie t  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  the L a t i n  American Communist 
movement, a t  one t i m e  u n i v e r s a l  and uncontes ted ,  has  i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  been subjected t o  a g r a d u a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  chal- 
l enge  from t h e  Chinese Communist p a r t y ,  which by now has 
made serious i n roads  i n  S o v i e t  a u t h o r i t y .  Although t h e  
m a j o r i t y  of L a t i n  American Communist l e a d e r s  still  suppor t  
t h e  CPSU a g a i n s t  t h e  CCP i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  c o n f l i c t  and 
con t inue  t o  look  t o  Moscow r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  Pe ip ing  for 
guidance and l e a d e r s h i p ,  f a c t i o n s  of various sizes sym- 
p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  Chinese p o s i t i o n  nww e x i s t  i n  almost a l l  
of t h e  L a t i n  American Communist p a r t i e s ,  c r e a t i n g  i n t e r n a l  
p r e s s u r e s  upon pro-Soviet  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p s  which have 
grown s t e a d i l y  more s e r i o u s  as  t h e  Sino-Soviet  c o n f l i c t  
has  p rogres sed .  The Chinese c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  pos i -  
t i o n  has  t h u s  far had its greatest effect  on t h e  Communist 
movements of Cuba, Venezuela,  and Ecuador, a l l  of which, 
f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s ,  have moved t o  a p o s i t i o n  of neu- 
t r a l i t y  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  pro- 
Chinese i n t e r n a l  f a c t i o n s  or  external competing s p l i n t e r  
groups are b e l i e v e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e v e r e  
problem t o  t h e  pro-Soviet  l e a d e r s h i p s  of t h e  Communist 
p a r t i e s  of Peru, Braz i l ,  Mexico, Colombia, Ch i l e ,  Uruguay, 
B o l i v i a ,  and Paraguay. The p r o s p e c t s  appear  t o  f a v o r  a 
f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  i n  Chinese s t r e n g t h  i n  many of these 
p a r t i e s  ove r  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  

While Chinese i n f l u e n c e  among t h e  L a t i n  American 
Communist p a r t i e s  w a s  in t roduced ,  w i t h  Sov ie t  approval  or 
acquiescence,  after t h e  2 0 t h  CPSU congress  i n  1956, t h e  
f i r s t  massive Chinese e f f o r t  a long  t h i s  l i n e  came i n  
February and March 1959, w i t h  t h e  v i s i t  of a l a r g e  group 
of L a t i n  American p a r t y  l e a d e r s  t o  Pe ip ing  a f t e r  t h e  2 1 s t  
CPSU congres s .  One purpose of t h i s  new e f f o r t  was t o  assist  
i n  a g e n e r a l  Chinese a t tempt  t o  increase p r e s s u r e  on pos i -  
t i o n s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  eve ry  ‘pa r t  of t h e  world;  an- 
o t h e r  purpose appears  t o  have been t o  l a y  t h e  groundwork 
for t h e  coming Chinese c h a l l e n g e  t o  Sov ie t  a u t h o r i t y  over  



t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist movement The CCP a t  t h i s  t i m e  
is r e p o r t e d  t o  have a r ranged  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of many 
L a t i n  American p a r t i e s  i n  Chinese t r a i n i n g  courses, and t o  
have begun a t t empt s  t o  i n d o c t r i n a t e  L a t i n  American Communists 
w i t h  a a p e c t s  of t h e  Chinese f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  l i n e  no t  sha red  
by Moscow. 

The l e a d e r s h i p s  of t h e  L a t i n  American Communist p a r t i e s  
g r a d u a l l y  were fo rced  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  problems raised by 
an o v e r t  Chinese c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  Soviet  pa r ty  a f t e r  t he  
pub1 ica t  ion  of  P e i p i n g  's "Long Live  Leninism" ar t ic les  i n  
Apr i l  1960 and t h e  subsequent  Chinese a t t empt s  t o  d i s semina te  
brochures  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e s e  attacks on t h e  CPSU i n  L a t i n  
America. L a t i n  American p a r t y  leaders were p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  
Sino-Soviet  clash a t  B u c h a r e s t  i n  June 1960, a t  t h e  Four th  
congres s  of t h e  Cuban Popular  Social is t  p a r t y  i n  Havana i n  
August 1960 (where i n t e n s i v e  Chinese a t t empt s  were made t o  
win them o v e r ) ,  and a t  t h e  81-party meeting i n  Moscow i n  
November 1960. A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  CPSU s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  L a t i n  
American p a r t i e s  w a s  still  overwhelming, and t h e s e  p a r t i e s  
are be l i eved  t o  have suppor ted  t h e  S o v i e t s  almost unanimously 
a t  Bucharest  and MOSCOW, a l though w i t h  some wavering on t h e  
p a r t  of a f e w .  Most L a t i n  American p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p s ,  how- 
e v e r ,  made f a i r l y  s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  t o  keep t h e  d e t a i l s  of 
t h e  d i s p u t e  from t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e i r  r ank  and f i l e  a t  
t h i s  t i m e .  

A more ser ious tes t  of CPSU s t r e n g t h  took p l a c e  a t  
t h e  22nd CPSU congres s  i n  October 1961; at t h i s  t i m e  L a t i n  
America aga in  proved an important  c e n t e r  of suppor t  fo r  t h e  
Sov ie t  p a r t y ,  s i n c e  n e a r l y  every  L a t i n  American p a r t y  r ep re -  
s e n t e d  a t  Moscow fol lowed t h e  Sov ie t  lead w i t h  a t  l e a s t  a 
token  a t t a c k  on Albania .  Many p a r t i e s  in t h e  next  few months 
i s sued  formal s t a t e m e n t s  a t  home r e i t e r a t i n g  s u c h  condemna- 
t i o n ,  bu t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of  pro-Chinese minor i ty  f a c t i o n s  by 
now was such t h a t  t e n  pa r t i e s - - inc lud ing  t h e  important  p a r t i e s  
of Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru ,  and Bolivia--were unwi l l i ng  t o  
do so ,  

The CPSU by t h i s  t i m e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have r eques t ed  
t h e  L a t i n  Americans to  send  no more p a r t y  members t o  China 
f o r  t r a i n i n g ;  t h i s  i n j u n c t i o n  appears  t o  have been obeyed 
by some p a r t i e s  and disobeyed by o t h e r s .  A t  a congress  of 
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t h e  Ch i l ean  p a r t y  i n  March 1962, t h e  CPSU d e l e g a t e  is r e p o r t e d  
t o  have a t tempted  t o  h a l t  t h e  s l o w  e r o s i o n  o f  h i s  p a r t y P s  
p o s i t  i on  by d i s t r i b u t i n g  among t h e  L a t i n  h e r  ican d e l e g a t e s  
t o  t h e  congress  a CPSU le t ter  t o  each  central  dommittee t 1  

warning it a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese.  

The outcome of t h e  Cuban cr is is  of October  1962, t a k e n  
i n  con junc t ion  wi th  t h e  h o s t i l e  Cuban r e a c t i o n  and t h e  vio-  
l e n t  Chinese a t t a c k s  upon Khrushchev's "Munich, '' is be l i eved  
t o  have caused a g e n e r a l  weakening of t h e  CPSU p o s i t i o n ,  w i t h  
widespread d i s s e n s i o n  r e p o r t e d  i n  many Communist p a r t i e s  and 
a c o n s i d e r a b l e  growth i n  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of pro-CCP f a c t i o n s  
everywhere.  Although t h e  g r e a t  ma jo r i ty  of t h e  L a t i n  A m e r i -  
can  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  remained l o y a l  t o  t h e  
S o v i e t s ,  and responded t o  Sov ie t  lobbying a t  t h e  E a s t  Europ- 
ean p a r t y  congres ses  i n  November and December by j o i n i d g  i n  
t h e  chorus  of denunc ia t ion  of T i r a n a  and Pe ip ing ,  the Chbans 
and Venezuelans conspicuous ly  r e f u s e d  t o  do t h i s ,  and aga in  
i n  January  1963 were t h e  o n l y  two L a t i n  American p a r t i e s  
which f a i l e d  t o  associate themselves  w i t h  a s t a t emen t  r e a d  
a t  t h e  E a s t  German p a r t y  congress  by t h e  Chi lean  d e l e g a t e  
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  CPSU l i n e .  

The Chinese a t  t h i s  p o i n t  began an enormously expanded 
campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  CPSU p u b l i c l y  and p r i v a t e l y  i n  every  
p a r t  of t h e  world.  They made i n t e n s i v e  e f f o r t s  t o  promote 
t h e i r  views among t h e  L a t i n  Americans at t h e  E a s t  German 
p a r t y  congres s ;  t h e y  a p p a r e n t l y  s e n t  p r i v a t e  let ters t o  cer- 
t a i n  L a t i n  American p a r t i e s ;  t h e y  began v igo rous  e f f o r t s  t o  
f l o o d  L a t i n  America--as w e l l  as o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  world-- 
wi th  an t i -Sov ie t  l i terature;  and t h e y  made d i r e c t  a t t empt s  
t o  s u b v e r t  o r  s p l i t  L a t i n  American p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p s  l o y a l  
t o  Moscow, no tab ly  i n c l u d i n g  those  of t h e  Mexican, Ecuadorean, 
and B r a z i l i a n  p a r t i e s .  At t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  Chinese sup- 
plemented t h i s  wi th  con t inu ing  e f f o r t s  t o  ma in ta in  c o n t a c t  
and s u p p o r t  among t h e  m u l t i t u d e  of r a d i c a l  and Castroite 
groups o u t s i d e  of t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  of L a t i n  America. 
I n  its open l e t t e r  t o  t h e  CPSU of 1 4  June 1 9 6 3 , . t h e  CCP ac- 
knowledged and defended what it was doing i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  
i n  e f f e c t  p roc la iming  its i n t e n t i o n  t o  s p l i t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
Communist p a r t i e s  and t o  u n i t e  t h e  f a c t i o n s  f a v o r a b l e  t o  it 
w i t h  f o r c e s  o u t s i d e  t h o s e  p a r t  ies a s  t r u e  "Marxis t -Leninis ts  . 'I 
This  p rocess  h a s  b a r e l y  begun, and t h e  pro-Soviet  l e a d e r s h i p s  



of some of t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  involved have meanwhile 
begun t o  f i g h t  back w i t h  a t t empt s  a t  purges--some success- 
f u l ,  and some not--of t h e  pro-Chinese d i s s i d e n t s .  

A major compl i ca t ing  f a v o r  throughout  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  
h a s  been t h e  e f f e c t  of Cuban p o l i c y .  While t h e  Cuban revolu-  
t i o n  was i n i t i a l l y  h a i l e d  by t h e  L a t i n  American Communist 
p a r t i e s  a s  p rov id ing  them wi th  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to a t t r ac t  a 
much broader  spec t rum of l e f t i s t  sympath izers  t h a n  had pre- 
v i o u s l y  been p o s s i b l e ,  C a s t r o ' s  appeal  became of s t e a d i l y  
dec reas ing  va lue  t o  t h e  p a r t i e s  as he t i e d  himself  more and 
more openly t o  t h e  b l o c ,  and t h u s  c u t  a d r i f t  from h i s  fo l -  
lowing i n  L a t i n  America t h e  more moderate social  groups.  
There is good ev idence  of t h e  dismay f e l t  by t h e  L a t i n  Ameri- 
can  Communist l e a d e r s  as t h i s  p rocess  went on. Two of t h e  
m o s t  important e v e n t s  i n  t h e  p rocess  were Castrovs p u b l i c  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of himself  as a Marxis t -Lenin is t  i n  December 
1961, and t h e  h u m i l i a t i n g  r e v e l a t i o n  of Cuba's dependent 
s t a t u s  du r ing  t h e  m i s s i l e  crisis of October 1962. 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  L a t i n  American Communist 
p a r t i e s  t o  Cuba, t h e  CPSU, and t h e  CCP w a s  f u r t h e r  compli- 
c a t e d  by Castro's  de t e rmina t ion  t o  foment armed s t r u g g l e  
throughout  L a t i n  America as h i s  best means of s t r i k i n g  a t  
t h e  United S t a t e s ,  a l i n e  which completely agreed w i t h  t h e  
p o l i c y  be ing  promoted by Pe ip ing  throughout  t h e  w o r l d .  
Castro has  p r i v a t e l y  confirmed t h a t  he was unable  t o  g e t  t h e  
bulk  of  t h e  L a t i n  American Communist p a r t i e s  t o  adopt  h i s  
l i n e  and t o  begin  g u e r r i l l a  war fa re ,  and t h a t  consequent ly  
h e  has  had t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  C a s t r o i t e  f o r c e s  o u t s i d e  
of t h o s e  p a r t i e s  . I n c r e a s i n g  conf 1 i c t  has  r e s u l t e d  between 
Castro and a number of  t h e  Communist p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p s ,  who 
have been s u b j e c t e d  t o  g r e a t  p r e s s u r e s  t o  begin  an armed 
s t r u g g l e  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  unwise and premature by f o r c e s  w i t h i n  
t h e i r  p a r t i e s  and t h o s e  o u t s i d e  and competing wi th  them, as 
a r e s u l t  of t h e  e x h o r t a t i o n s  and a s s i s t a n c e  from Cas t ro  and 
t h e  Chinese.  There is good ev idence  t h a t  angry p r o t e s t s  
were made t o  t h e  Cubans by a number of L a t i n  American p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  November 1960 Moscow conference ,  
as w e l l  as l a te r  i n  Cuba and e l sewhere .  The Communist l ead -  
e r s h i p s  i n  Colombia, Braz i l ,  and Peru have been p a r t i c u l a r l y  
aggr ieved  i n  t h i s  connec t ion .  

- i v  - 



... . . . . _ _  .. ~ 

The S o v i e t  a t t i t u d e  i n  a l l  t h i s  h a s  been ambiguous. 
While t h e  CPSU h a s  n o t  seemed opposed i n  pr ' inc ip le  t o  t h e  
u s e  of g u e r r i l l a  war fa re  or t o  r e l i a n c e  to a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
e x t e n t  on t h e  p e a s a n t r y  i n  L a t i n  America, it h a s  a l s o  n o t  
appeared t o  ag ree  w i t h  t h e  extremes t o  which t h e  Cubans 
and t h e  C h i n e s e  have c a r r i e d  t h e i r  l i n e .  There is evidence  
t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  have f e l t  t h a t  C a s t r o t s  v i o l e n t  r h e t o r i c ,  
whi le  u s e f y l  i n  u n i t i n g  t h e  m i l i t a n t  l e f t i s t  youth and 
s t u d e n t s  of L a t i n  A m e r i c a  among whom Castro has  found h i s  
ch ie f  s u p p o r t ,  has  tended t o  f r i g h t e n  away other f o r c e s  of 
t h e  p e t i t  bourgeo i s i e  and n a t i o n a l  bourgeo i s i e  who might 
o the rwise  have been e n t i c e d  i n t o  a l l i a n c e s  wi th  t h e  loca l  
Communi'At p a r t y .  I t  is doub t fu l  i f  t h e  S o v i e t s  have a t  any 
t i m e  wholly endorsed C a s t r o  Os a c t i v i t i e s  i n  L a t i n  h e r  ica; 
it is m o r e  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  have wavered, approved of many 
of them and d isapproved  of o t h e r s ,  and i n  any case have 
found it d i f f i c u l t  t o  modify CastroOs conduct one way o r  
ano the r .  Avai lab le  ev idence  on t h e  Cuban subve r s ive  and 
g u e r r i l l a  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l s ,  f o r  example, s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  t h e s e  s c h o o l s  are e n t i r e l y  under C a s t r o ' s  c o n t r o l ,  
and t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  do n o t  have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  s i g n i f i -  
c a n t l y  modify t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of which p a r t i c u l a r  L a t i n  Ameri- 
can cadres are t o  r e c e i v e  t r a i n i n g .  

/ 
I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  Sovie t  p o s i t i o n  has  been i n d e c i s i v e  

and s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  On t h e  one hand, t h e  S o v i e t s  have 
r e c e n t l y  f e l t  it d e s i r a b l e  t o  g i v e  more p u b l i c  and c o v e r t  
suppor t  t o  t h e  Venezuelan p a r t y ' s  g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e ,  have 
a p p a r e n t l y  g iven  t h e  s i g n a l  t o  s t e p  up g u e r r i l l a  t r a i n i n g  
i n  Cen t ra l  America, and have r e p r i n t e d  n e a r l y  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  
of Cas t rdg*s  m i l i t a n t  c a l l  of 26 J u l y  1963 f o r  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  L a t i n  America. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  S o v i e t s  have 
r e p e a t e d l y  been t o l d ,  by Communist p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p s  l o y a l  
t o  t h e  CPSU i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  t h a t  C a s t r o ' s  
a c t i v i t i e s  were h u r t i n g  them and a i d i n g  t h e i r  l o c a l  pro- 
Chinese r i v a l s ;  and t h e  S o v i e t s  have also been brought  
under i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e  by t h o s e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  t o  suppor t  
them a g a i n s t  t h e i r  domest ic  l e f t i s t  compe t i to r s  even if t h e  
l a t t e r  were be ing  nour i shed  by Castro. Although t h e  S o v i e t s  
have i n  f a c t  a number of t i m e s  sought  t o  persuade Castro t o  
modify a s p e c t s  of h i s  p o l i c y ,  t h e  Sov ie t  d e s i r e  t o  secure h i s  
suppor t  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  and t h e  Sov ie t  wish t o  
appear  as m i l i t a n t  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  t h e  audience which 
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applauds bo th  Castro and t h e  Chinese,  seem t o g e t h e r  t o  have ' 

i n h i b i t e d  Moscow from e x e r t i n g  enough p r e s s u r e  t o  be e i t h e r  
e f f e c t i v e  or c o n s i s t e n t  i n  its p o l i c y .  

Cuba: As t h e  Sino-Soviet  s t r u g g l e  f o r  ascendancy 
over t h e m m u n i s t  and r a d i c a l  forces of L a t i n  America has  
g r a d u a l l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  s i n c e  1959 , Cuba has  remained t h e  
most important  s i n g l e  b a t t l e g r o u n d ,  as t h e  on ly  one i n  
which such  f o r c e s  hold s t a t e  power, and as t h e  base  from 
which a t t e m p t s  can be made t o  i n f l u e n c e  e v e n t s  e l sewhere  i n  
t h e  hemisphere.  Four i n t e r e s t s  have been involved i n  Cuba :  
t h o s e  Of (1) t h e  CPSU, (2) t h e  CCP, (3) t h e  Cuban Popular  
S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  (PSP) ( t h e  o l d  Communist p a r t y  of Cuba) ,  and 
(4) F i d e l  Castro and t h o s e  l e a d e r s  of h i s  26 th  of J u l y  move- 
ment who remained p e r s o n a l l y  l o y a l  t o  him r a t h e r  t h a n  to 
t h e  PSP. 

U n t i l  t h e  year  bePore C a s t r o ' s  advent t o  power i n  
January 1959, t h e  PSP s t r o n g l y  opposed t h e  tact ics  of  armed 
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  Bat i s ta  regime pursued by Castro and 
h i s  movement. Beginning i n  e a r l y  1958, however, and p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  a f t e r  mid-summer 1958,) the PSP undertook i n t e n s e  
e f f o r t s  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  Castro's  movement, a t t a c h  i tself  t o  
it, and win s u f f i c i e n t  i n f l u e n c e  t o  procure  Castro's w i l l i n g  
coope ra t ion  wi th  t h e  PSP a f t e r  t h e  seizure of power. While 
t h e r e  w a s  some s u c c e s s f u l  PSP i n f i l t r a t i o n  of t h e  2 6 t h  of  
J u l y  movement, more impor tan t ,  from t h e  PSP p o i n t  of view, 
was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  much OP t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  26 th  
of J u l y  movement--and p a r t i c u l a r l y  Raul Cas t ro  and Che 

3 Guevara--while no t  PSP members, s a w  t h e  world i n  much t h e  
same terms as d i d  t h e  PSP. That  is, t h e y  were Marxists, who 
d e t e s t e d  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  world and t h e  United S t a t e s  and 
admired t h e  Communist b loc .  F i d e l  Castro appears  o r i g i n a l l y  
t o  have h e l d  a somewhat d i l u t e d  and confused v e r s i o n  of  
t h e s e  views,  bu t  w a s  p red isposed  t o  be f u r t h e r  i n f luenced  
a long  t h i s  l i n e  by R a u l  and Guevara. 

Neve r the l e s s ,  because F i d e l  Castro and t h a t  m a j o r i t y  
,of  t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders which was p e r s o n a l l y  l o y a l  t o  him 
were n o t  i n  f a c t  under PSP d i s c i p l i n e ,  Castro's  conduct could 
no t  be p r e d i c t e d  and c o n t r o l l e d  by e i t h e r  t h e  PSP or t h e  CPSU. 
Furthermore,  wh i l e  t h e  dominant s t r a i n  i n  C a s t r o ' s  movement 
w a s  indeed r a d i c a l  and anti-American, it tended t o  be so 
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r a d i c a l  as t o  run  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l  i n  its views t o  t h o s e  of  
t h e  T r o t s k y i t e s  and t h e  Chinese Communists, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  on v i o l e n c e  as t h e  o n l y  avenue t o  power and 
i n  t h e  m i l i t a n t  demand t h a t  armed s t r u g g l e  be extended every- 
where throughout  L a t i n  America wi thout  de l ay .  

There is good ev idence  from bo th  S o v i e t  and Chinese 
p r i v a t e  s t a t e m e n t s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  C a s t r o ' s  advent  t o  power 
t h a t  bo th  t h e  CPSU and t h e  CCP i n i t i a l l y  were wary of  Castro 
and by no means s u r e  t h a t  he would not  e v e n t u a l l y  b e t r a y  t h e  
Communists, as Nasser was cons idered  t o  have done i n  Egypt. 
The Chinese,  however, made h a s t e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  i n  Cuba t h e  
base f o r  propaganda o p e r a t i o n s  i n  L a t i n  America which t h e y  
had h i t h e r t o  l acked ;  and t h e  t o n e  of bo th  Chinese and Sov ie t  
propaganda r e g a r d i n g  Castro g r a d u a l l y  grew more c o n f i d e n t  
as he made it i n c r e a s i n g l y  apparent  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  
good r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and as t h e  PSP began 
t o  achieve  a s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  i n  h i s  regime. A l ong  pe r iod  
of Sov ie t  h e s i t a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of t ies  wi th  
Castro w a s  ended i n  February 1960 wi th  a Mikoyan v i s i t  t o  
Havana, fo l lowing  which b l o c  m i l i t a r y  shipments  t o  Cuba 
and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of S o v i e t  d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
Cuba were undertaken i n  t h e  summer of 1960. 

' There is evidence  t o  i n d i c a t e ,  however, t h a t  i n  t h e  
summer and f a l l  of 1960 t h e  Castro regime made probably  t h e  
f i r s t  of s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  t o  s e c u r e  from t h e  USSR a f i r m  
and p u b l i c  commitment to t a k e  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
United S t a t e s  i n  t h e  even t  of a U.'S.  i nvas ion  of Cuba. Th i s  
Khrushchev was a p p a r e n t l y  f l a t l y  unwi l l i ng  t o  g r a n t ,  s i n c e  
Cuba w a s  n o t  a v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  USSR, a U.S. i nvas ion  
of Cuba was a d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  and t h e  Sov ie t  s ta te  
would n e i t h e r  r i s k  its e x i s t e n c e  by t a k i n g  d e c i s i v e  m i l i t a r y  
action i n  t h e  even t  of such  an invas ion  no r  j e o p a r d i z e  its 
p r e s t i g e  by making an unequivocal commitment t o  t a k e  such  
a c t i o n  wi thout  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  t o  do so,  i n  t h e  knowledge t h a t  
i ts b l u f f  might w e l l  be c a l l e d .  Khrushchev w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  
w i l l i n g ,  however, t o  do t h e  next  best t h i n g  i n  an a t tempt  
t o  deter t h e  United S t a t e s :  lie fu rn i shed  an equ ivoca l  com- 
mitment, s t a t  ing  t h a t  " f i g u r a t i v e l y  speaking ,  Sov ie t  r o c k e t s  
"can suppor t"  Cuba i n  t h e  case of an American invas ion ,  Khru- 
shchev dec l ined  t o  make t h i s  formula more f o r t h r i g h t  when 
p res sed  p u b l i c l y  t o  do so  by a Cas t ro  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  October ,  
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and two weeks l a t e r  Castro i n d i c a t e d  i n  a p u b l i c  speech  t h a t  
Cuba could not count on Sov ie t  r o c k e t s  f o r  s u p p o r t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  United S t a t e s .  There is evidence s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  Com- 
munist  China, i n  c o n t a c t s  wi th  t h e  Cubans i n  t h e  f a l l  of 
1960, a t tempted  t o  e x p l o i t  t h i s  Sov ie t  r e f u s a l .  There is 
o t h e r  ev idence  of Sino-Soviet  r i v a l r y  f o r  t h e  f a v o r s  of t h e  
C a s t r o  regime i n  t h e  suinmer and f a l l  of 1960, and of Sov ie t  
r e g r e t  a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a Chinese embassy i n  Havana 
l a t e  i n  t h e  yea r .  

and t h e  CCP i n  1960 f o r  t h e  a l l e g i a n c e  of t h e  PSP. There 
is eve ry  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  PSP i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  Castro 
came t o  power had been completely l o y a l  t o  t h e  CPSU and 
f a i t h f u l  t o  its d i r e c t i o n ;  t h e  e a r l y  PSP n e g l e c t  of  Castro, 
f o r  which Sov ie t  lecturers l a t e r  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  Cuban p a r t y ,  
had been pursued i n  conformity wi th  CPSU p o l i c y ,  as w a s  
t h e  subsequent PSP t u r n  toward a close a l l i a n c e  w i t h  Castro. 
I n  Apr i l  1960 t h e  Chinese p a r t y  made its m o s t  vigopous a t tempt  
t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  PSP, d u r i n g  a nine-day v i s i t  by General  
S e c r e t a r y  B l a s  Roca t o  Pe ip ing  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of t h e  CCP 
c e n t r a l  committee. An imposing a r r a y  of Chinese l e a d e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  Mao, he ld  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  Roca, and it w a s  l a te r  

k---l oca a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t s  , and p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g a i n s t  Khrushchev. 
Desp i t e  t h i s  a t t empt ,  t h e  PSP demonstrated its cont inued  
l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  CPSU a t  t h e  81-par ty  conference  i n  Moscow 
i n  November 1960, when t h e  Cuban d e l e g a t i o n  a c t e d  as one of 
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  agen t s  f o r  t h e  CPSU i n  t h e  unsuccessfu l  Sov ie t  
e f f o r t  t o  browbeat t h e  Chinese i n t o  acknowledging t h e  primacy 
of Sov ie t  a u t h o r i t y .  Neve r the l e s s ,  t h e r e  is some ev’i’dence 
t o  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  PSP a t  t h i s  t i m e  w a s  i n  disagreement  
wi th  t h e  S o v i e t s  and i n  agreement wi th  t h e  Chinese on one 
i s s u e :  t h a t  is, t h e  PSP appa ren t ly  d e s i r e d  to p r e s s  Castro 
t o  move ahead r a p i d l y  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  PSP r u l i n g  p o s i t i o n  
i n  t h e  Cuban s t a t e  and t o  b r i n g  Cuba closer t o  b l o c  s t a t u s ,  
d e s p i t e  an apparent  S o v i e t  d e s i r e  t o  slow down t h e  pace of 
t h i s  advance because of  f e a r  t h a t  such  a c t i o n  might b r i n g  
a United S t a t e s  i nvas ion  of Cuba. 

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a s t r u g g l e  went on between the  CPSU 

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Chinese had a t tempted  t o  i n c i t e  

Despi te  t h e  S o v i e t  misg iv ings ,  t h e  PSP immediately 
proceeded t o  push ahead, wi thout  t h e  adverse  consequences 
a p p a r e n t l y  f e a r e d  i n  Moscow. F i r s t ,  t h e  Cuban regime provoked 
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a r u p t u r e  of r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Next, Castro 
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  indulged i n  p u b l i c  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  f o r  h i s  
d i s t r u s t f u l  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  PSP i n  t h e  y e a r s  b e f o r e  h i s  
advent t o  power, t h u s  s e t t i n g  t h e  s t a g e  p u b l i c l y  f o r  t h e  
emergence d t h e  PSP l e a d e r s h i p  out of t h e  background i n t o  
prominence as l e a d e r s  of t h e  regime,  wh i l e  s imul t aneous ly  
seek ing  t o  demonst ra te  t o  t h e  USSR t h a t  d i s t r u s t  of Castro 
and h i s  regime w a s  no l o n g e r  j u s t i f i e d ,  as i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and 
t h a t  Castro's Cuba w a s  t h e r e f o r e  as dese rv ing  of de fense  by 
t h e  USSR a g a i n s t  t h e  United States  as w e r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  mem- 
b e r s  of t h e  bloc. S i m i l a r l y ,  on t h e  ve ry  eve of t h e  at tempted 
Cuban invas ion  Castro announced t h a t  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n  was "so- 
c i a l i s t , "  i n  an apparent  a t t empt  t o  secure p r o t e c t i o n  from 
t h e  Sov ie t  Union a t  a moment of crisis when Castro b e l i e v e d  
t h e  U.S. w a s  i n t e r v e n i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  h i s  regime. The United 
S t a t e s  d i d  no t  do t h i s ,  however, and i n  J u l y  C a s t r o  culminated 
t h e  p rocess  by announcing t h e  merger of h i s  2 6 t h  of  J u l y  
movement wi th  t h e  PSP t o  form t h e  I n t e g r a t e d  Revolu t ionary  
Organiza t ions  (ORI), which w a s  t o  be t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
nuc leus  of a s i n g l e  Cuban p a r t y .  With t h i s  s t e p ,  t h e  PSP 
reached a goa l  toward which it had l o n g  been working, and 
p laced  i t s e l f  i n  a p o s i t i o n  from which it l a t e r  could  (and 
d i d )  a t tempt  t o  restrict  Castro's power. 

mental  mod i f i ca t ion  i n  its t h i n k i n g  r e g a r d i n g  Cuba i n  t h e  
f a l l  of 1961. PSP p r e s s u r e  on C a s t r o  t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  r o l e  
played by t h e  p a r t y  had not b a c k f i r e d  as had happened i n  
I r a q ,  but  had f a i r l y  r a p i d l y  ob ta ined  from Castro a secure, 
p u b l i c l y  c o n s o l i d a t e d  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  as t h e  organi -  
z a t i o n a l  c e n t e r  of  t h e  Cuban s ta te .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  
provocatory p o l i c y  pursued by Cas t ro ,  wi th  PSP encouragement, 
toward t h e  United S t a t e s  had indeed f i n a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  
long-expected invas ion  of Cuba;  bu t  t h e  r e s u l t  seemed t o  
demonstrate  t h a t  t h e  U.S.  would n o t ,  in  f a c t ,  make d e c i s i v e  
use of its power t o  d e s t r o y  Castro's regime. For t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a v i a b l e  Communist s ta te  i n  Cuba began t o  
appear  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  l e a d e r s .  For t h i s  and a num- 
b e r  of o t h e r  reasons, it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i n  the f a l l  of 
1961 t h e  Sov ie t  l e a d e r s h i p  began s e r i o u s l y  t o  c o n s i d e r  p lac-  
i n g  o f f e n s i v e  missiles i n  Cuba  as a means of p a r t i a l l y  re- 
d r e s s i n g  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  imbalance w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s  and 
of s e c u r i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n i t i a t i v e  throughout  t h e  world.  

The Sov ie t  l e a d e r s h i p  appears  t o  have begun a funda- 
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I t  is l i k e l y  t h a t  a d e c i s i o n  t o  a t tempt  t h i s  venture was n o t  
t aken  u n t i l  e a r l y  1962, however, and one c o n s i d e r a t i o n  which 
may have caused t h e  S o v i e t s  t o  h e s i t a t e  was t h e  r : isk c r e a t e d  
by t h e  cont inued  power i n  Cuba of Castro--whom t h e  S o v i e t s  
are known t o  have regarded  as an u n d i s c i p l i n e d  and i r r e spon-  
s i b l e  adven tu re r .  It  is t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  t h a t  d u r i n g  a 
l e n g t h y  v i s i t  t o  Moscow by t h e  PSP l e a d e r s  B l a s  Roca and 
Car los  Rafae l  Rodriguez i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1961 t h e  CPSU reve r sed  
its p o l i c y  of a yea r  earlier and encouraged t h e  Cuban Com- 
munis t s  t o  a t tempt  t o  n u l l i f y  C a s t r o ' s  power comple te ly .  

In  f ac t ,  immediately a f t e r  Roca's r e t u r n  t o  Cuba,  he 
gave a l eng thy  i n t e r v i e w  on Cuban t e l e v i s i o n  i n  which he 
d i scussed  t h e  22nd CPSU Congress d e c i s i o n s  on S t a l i n ' s  abuse 
of per sona l  power and d i s r e g a r d  f o r  " c o l l e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p "  
i n  terms which seemed t o  be s t r o n g l y  po in ted  a t  Castro, 
and indeed ended by s t r e s s i n g  t h e  need f o r  "greater collec- 
t i v e  l eade r sh ip"  i n  t h e  Cuban p a r t y .  On t h e  fo l lowing  evening,  
Castro gave a d i r e c t  answer t o  Roca by defending  r e p e a t e d l y  
h i s  p a s t  personal  role  as l e a d e r  of t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n ,  
and j u s t i f i e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  by pronouncing himself  t o  be a 
"Marxis t -Leninis t ,"  and hence t o  be e n t i t l e d  t o  l e a d  t h e  Cuban 
p a r t y .  During December and January,  however, PSP l e a d e r s  
- - p a r t i c u l a r l y  Roca and Anibal Escalante--cont inued t o  p r e s s  
Cas t ro  hard i n  p u b l i c  speeches  f o r  submission t o  PSP a u t h o r i t y .  

PSP and t h e  Castroites occurred  du r ing  t h e  month of February 
and t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  weeks of March. -1 r e p o r t s  i nd i -  
cate t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  PSP l e a d e r s h i p  was invo ved i n  t h e  
e f f o r t  a g a i n s t  C a s t r o ,  and t h a t  t h e  PSP d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  
was i n  c o n t a c t  w i th  t h e  Sov ie t  embassy and t h a t  t h e  embassy 
gave its e x p l i c i t  approval  t o  t h e  a t t empt .  Ik t h e r e f o r e  * 

seems l i k e l y  t h a t  by e a r l y  February a d e c i s i o n  had been made 
i n  Moscow t o  go ahead w i t h  t h e  m i s s i l e  v e n t u r e  and t h a t  t h e  
PSP was thereupon t o l d  t o  t a k e  power from Castro q u i c k l y .  

There is good ev idence  t h a t  t h e  crisis between t h e  

When t h e  PSP made an o v e r t  e f f o r t ,  however, t o  win 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  OR1 and t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  
Castro f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  seemed t o  become aware of  a real 
danger t o  h i s  pe r sona l  power and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e r e -  
f o r e  was w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  d r a s t i c  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  PSP. 
Faced w i t h  t h e  d i scove ry  t h a t  it d i d  n o t  have t h e  power 
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- - p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  army--to s t a n d  up t o  determined opposi-  
t i o n  by Cas t ro ,  t h e  PSP made a headlong retreat;  du r ing  a 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  Castro i n  March t h e  PSP l e a d e r s  v i l i f i e d  
t h e i r  comrade E s c a l a n t e  as t h e  c u l p r i t .  E s c a l a n t e ,  chosen 
as t h e  scapegoat ,  w a s  e x i l e d  t o  Eas t e rn  Europe; t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
o f  C a s t r o  and h i s  p e r s o n a l  fol . lowers was a f f i rmed  i n  organi -  
z a t i o n a l  appointments  announced by t h e  O R I ;  a purge of t h e  
OR1 lower appa ra tus  w a s  begun; and i n  a series of speeches  
Castro proceeded t o  denounce Esca lan te  and t o  b lackmai l  t h e  
S o v i e t s  by t h r e a t e n i n g  f u r t h e r  d r a s t i c  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
PSP l e a d e r s .  

The CPSU undoubtedly w a s  alarmed, and soon made a 
number of major concess ions .  On 11 A p r i l  Pravda publ i shed  
an e d i t o r i a l  a r t ic le  s e e k i n g  r e c o n c i l i a t i o m  Castro, 
c a l l i n g  him "comradett f o r  t h e  first t i m e ,  endor s ing  h i s  con- 
demnation of Esca lan te ,  and ' i n t i m a t i n g  t h a t  so  long  as 
Castro r e s t r a i n e d  himself  from going f u r t h e r  he would be 
recognized as " c o r r e c t l y  b u i l d i n g  a s i n g l e  Marxis t -Lenin is t  
p a r t y . "  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h e  CPSU p u b l i c l y  c r e d i t e d  Cuba 
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  wi th  something approaching "soc ia l i s t "  
s t a t u s .  These Sov ie t  concess ions  w e r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  cause 
C a s t r o  t o  relax t h e  t h r e a t  of f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
t o p  PSP l e a d e r s .  I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s  ap- 
p e a r  t o  have made t o  C a s t r o  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of Apr i l  t h e  
p roposa l  t o  p l a c e  missiles i n  Cuba. 

I n  t h e  l a s t  week of October ,  however, t h e  Cuban m i s -  
s i l e  c r i s i s  produced t h e  second major c o n f l i c t  i n  r e l a t i o n s  
between t h e  CPSU and C a s t r o  i n  less t h a n  e i g h t  months. Judg- 
i n g  from a m u l t i t u d e  of pub l i shed  -]reports, C a s t r o  
had two fundamental  g r i evances  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  a c t i o n s  dur- 
i n g  t h e  c r i s i s  week: f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h e  USSR had backed down 
unnecessa r i ly ,  and second, t h a t  Khrushchev had humi l i a t ed  
him by ignor ing  him whi le  a r r ang ing  t h e  backdown wi th  t h e  
United S t a t e s .  During Mikoyan s subsequent  emergency v i s i t  
i n  November, Castro and h i s  pe r sona l  adhe ren t s  used a m u l t i -  
t ude  of p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  means t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  anger  a t  
what w a s  cons idered  a Sov ie t  b e t r a y a l ;  and d u r i n g  t h e  economic 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t s  which fol lowed i n  December and 
January,  Cas t so  cont inued  t o  u s e  a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of d e v i c e s  
t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  Moscow h i s  immense d i s p l e a s u r e  and t o  i n t i m a t e  
t h a t  he was c o n s i d e r i n g  some r a d i c a l  t u r n  i n  Cuban p o l i c y  
t o  Sov ie t  d i sadvantage .  
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This  pe r iod  of g r e a t  disenchantment  w i th  t h e  Sov ie t  
Union and w i t h  t h e  Sov ie t  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  Castro's  
regime was a l s o  one i n  which t h e  Castroite l e a d e r s  gave 
renewed emphasis t o  t h e i r  l ongs t and ing  e f f o r t s  t o  promote 
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  America. With t h e  evapora t ion  of t h e  
Sovie t  d e t e r r e n t  Castro thought  he had posses sed ,  t h e  en- 
couragement of m i l i t a n t  s t r u g g l e  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  a cqu i r ed  
a new importance as t h e  c h i e f  means a v a i l a b l e  of main ta in ing  
p r e s s u r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  United States.  I n  t w o  speeches  i n  
January ,  Cas t ro  omi t ted  his customary d e n i a l s  of an in t en -  
t i o n  t o  expor t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and made t h i n l y - v e i l e d  a t t a c k s  
on Sov ie t  c a u t i o n ,  which r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  clearest p u b l i c  
expres s ion  t o  da te  of Cuban disagreement  w i t h  Sov ie t  p o l i c y  
toward L a t i n  America. 

These s t a t e m e n t s  were welcomed by t h e  Chinese p a r t y ,  
which had made an extreme e f f o r t  t o  u s e  t h e  Cuban missile 
crisis of l a t e  October t o  i n j u r e  t h e  S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n  both  
i n  Cuba and throughout  t h e  world.  The Castro regime appears  
t o  have made good u s e  of t h i s  Chinese ons l augh t  a g a i n s t  
Sov ie t  Cuban policy--and of t h e  v igo rous  Chinese e f f o r t s  t o  
woo Cuba--in its a t tempt  t o  b lackmai l  t h e  CPSU once more i n  
t h e  win te r  of  1962-63. However, whi le  eager t o  make u s e  
of t h e  Chinese,  and whi le  ag ree ing  w i t h  much of t he i r  revolu-  
t i o n a r y  l i n e  toward L a t i n  America, Castro w a s  f a r  from w i l l -  
ing  t o  commit himself  t o  Mao's s i d e  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  s t r u g -  
gle  f o r  power, i f  on ly  because he w a s  wholly dependent upon 
t h e  Sov ie t  Union economical ly  and because Pe ip ing  d i d  n o t  
have t h e  economic s t r e n g t h  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  USSR i n  underwri t -  
i ng  t h e  Cuban economy. Accordingly,  as t h e  Sino-Soviet  
d i s p u t e  grew s t e a d i l y  more i n t e n s e  a t  t h e  close of 1962, 
Cuban p u b l i c  a c t i o n s  f a v o r i n g  one s i d e  or  t h e  o t h e r  were 
c a r e f u l l y  ba lanced ,  and on 2 January  Castro p u b l i c l y  ind i -  
cated Cuban n e u t r a l i t y  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t .  

I n  February t h e r e  came a change i n  t h e  Cuban p o s t u r e  
toward t h e  Sov ie t  Union; l i k e  t h e  similar change t h a t  had 
occurred  t e n  months b e f o r e ,  it was t h e  r e s u l t  of a S o v i e t  
concession ... On 6 February t h e  1963 p r o t o c o l  t o  t h e  Cuban- 
Sov ie t  trade agreement,  i nvo lv ing  a new long-term credi t  t o  
Cuba, was f i n a l l y  s igned  i n  Moscow a f t e r  l o n g  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  
There is reason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Cubans ob ta ined  much of 
what t h e y  had been a sk ing ,  and t h a t  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  Sov ie t  
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concess ion  on t h e  p r i c e  of Cuban s u g a r  announced d u r i n g  
Castro's  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  Union i n  May was a c t u a l l y  
made a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I n  r e t u r n ,  Castro a p p a r e n t l y  agreed t o  
make a s t r enuous  a t tempt  t o  end Cuban i n e f f i c i e n c y  and 
waste of Sov ie t  funds ,  and also agreed t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  
temporary dampening of i ncend ia ry  propaganda toward. L a t i n  
h e r  i c  a 

I n  t h e  face of t h i s  ev idence  of ano the r  rapprochement 
between Castro and t h e  S o v i e t s ,  t h e  Chinese Communists i n  
t h e  s p r i n g  of 1963 g r e a t l y  i n t e n s u i e d  t h e i r  p u b l i c  and p r i -  
v a t e  e f f o r t s  t o  win Castro t o  t h e i r  s i d e  through g r o s s  per-  
s o n a l  f l a t t e r y  and p r a i s e  ' f o r ' c a s t r o ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e .  
Neve r the l e s s ,  the  Cuban response  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  Chinese over- 
t u r e s  was t o  con t inue  t o  i n s i s t  on p u b l i c  n e u t r a l i t y  between 
Moscow and Pe ip ing .  From l a t e  Apr i l  t o  l a t e  May, Castro 
p a i d  h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  Union, and t h e  CPSU made a great 
e f f o r t  t o  procure  h i s  coope ra t ion  f o r  t h e  for thcoming Sov ie t  
showdown w i t h  the  Chinese.  During and f o l l o w i n g  h i s  v i s i t  
Castro responded w i t h  s t a t e m e n t s  e x p r e s s i n g  l a v i s h  p r a i s e  
of Khrushchev and f o r  t h e  first t i m e  approving h i s  a c t i o n s  
du r ing  t h e  October crisis; t h e s e  s ta temel i t s  w e r e  of g r e a t  
h e l p  t o  t h e  CPSU i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  t h e  Chinese.  

Chinese p e r s o n a l  t r i b u t e s  t o  Cas t ro  were a b r u p t l y  h a l t e d ,  
a l though t h e  CCP at tempts  t o  win Cuban s u p p o r t  a g a i n s t  t h e  
CPSU d i d  n o t  cease. However, d e s p i t e  a t t e m p t s  by t h e  S o v i e t s  
t o  g r o v e  t h a t  Castro's May v i s i t  t o  t h e  USSR had won him t o  
t h e  Sov ie t  s i d e  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  Cuban regime 
h a s  been a t  p a i n s  t o  reassert its n e u t r a l i t y  i n  t h e  d i s p u t e  , 
and s i n c e  l a t e  J u l y  Cas t ro  has  made it clear t h a t  he w i l l  
con t inue  t o  adhere t o  a v i o l e n t l y  anti-U.S. l i n e  i n  L a t i n  
America d e s p i t e  t h e  l a c k  of h a r m n y  between t h a t  l i n e  and 
t h e  l i m i t e d  d e t e n t e  t h e  S o v i e t s  have a t tempted  t o  promote 
w i t h  t h e  United States i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  test ban agree-  
ment. Meanwhile, by e a r l y  August, i n  t h e  f a c e  of the  open 
s p l i t  between t h e  Chinese and S o v i e t  p a r t i e s  fo l lowing  t h e  
c o l l a p s e  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  J u l y ,  C a s t r o  
w a s  f i n d i n g  it i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  remain on good 
terms w i t h  bo th  sides. 

These a c t i o n s  by C a s t r o  offended t h e  Chinese,  and t h e  
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I GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

Landmarks i n  L a t i n  American P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  
D fs R u t  e 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of Chinese i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  L a t i n  
American Communist  p a r t i e s  w a s  f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  CPSU. 
During t h e  f i r s t  few y e a r s  fo l lowing  t h e  2 0 t h  CPSU Congress 
i n  1956 t h e  Sov ie t  p a r t y  appears  t o  have encouraged t h e  
L a t i n  Americans t o  v i s i t  China and t o  l e a r n  from t h e  expe r i -  
ences  of t h e  Chinese r e v o l u t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Chinese expe r i -  
ence  i n  b u i l d i n g  a u n i t e d  f r o n t  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  " n a t i o n a l  
bourgeois ie ' '  and o t h e r  " a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s f '  forces. .  P a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  by L a t i n  American p a r t i e s  i n  Chinese t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l s ,  
began i n  1958, w i t h  S o v i e t  acquiescence ,  and a t  t h e  2 1 s t  
CPSU Congress i n  February  1959 CPSU C e n t r a l  Committee o f f i -  
c i a l s  passed on t o  t h e  L a t i n  American p a r t y  d e l e g a t e s  an 
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  v i s i t  Pe ip ing ,  recommending t h a t  t h e y  accept  
and p r o f u s e l y  p r a i s i n g  t h e  CPR. High Sov ie t  and Chinese 
o f f i c i a l s  i n  p r i v a t e  b r i e f i n g s  t o  t h e  L a t i n  Americans i n  
Moscow and Pe ip ing  a t  t h i s  t i m e  made a p o i n t  of p r o f e s s i n g  
esteem f o r  t h e i r  f r a t e r n a l  a l l i e s .  As l a t e  as January  1960, 
a lecturer  a t  t h e  CPSU Higher P a r t y  School i n  Khabarovsk 
w a s  still t e l l i n g  h i s  audience t h a t  t h e  expe r i ence  of t h e  
Chinese Communist par ty--as  w e l l  as t h a t  of t h e  " n a t i o n a l  
1 i b e r a t i o n  movements" of A f r i c a  and Asia--vas be ing  "crea- 
t i v e l y  appl ied"  by Communist p a r t i e s  throughout  L a t i n  America. 

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  s o m e  L a t i n  American Communists were 
made aware f a i r l y  e a r l y  of  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of d i f f e r e n c e s  
between t h e  S o v i e t s  and t h e  Chinese.  I t  is r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
one of t h e  f i r s t  L a t i n  American s t u d e n t s  t o  r e t u r n  from a 
Chinese t r a i n i n g  schoo l  w a s  t o l d ,  i n  1958, by L a t i n  A m e r i -  
can s p e c i a l i s t s  of t h e  CPSU, t h a t  Chinese p l a n s  f o r  t h e  
communes were "too e a r l y  and t o o  r i s k y ; "  and it w a s  i n t i -  
mated by t h e s e  s p e c i a l i s t s  t h a t  t h e  Chinese economic claims 
b e i n g  made a t  t h e  t i m e  were exaggera ted .  The s t u d e n t  i n  
q u e s t i o n  a l s o  noted t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  o f f i c i a l s  he spoke t o  
were more c o n c i l i a t o r y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  T i t o  t h a n  were t h e  Chi- 
nese .  While i n  China, t h i s  s t u d e n t  had noted t h a t  t h e  Chi- 
nese  had i n d i c a t e d  disagreement  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t s  on a number 
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of po in t s - - inc lud ing  the d e n i g r a t i o n  of  Stal in--and had i m -  
p l i e d  a fundamental  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of w a r  w i t h  
t he  United S t a t e s .  

The v i s i t  of  a large group of L a t i n  American p a r t y  
l e a d e r s  t o  Pe ip ing  i n  February and March 1959 a f t e r  t h e  
2 1 s t  CPSU congress  w a s  t h e  beginning  of a massive CCP e f f o r t  
t o  augment Chinese i n f l u e n c e  i n  L a t i n  America. While one 
purpose of t h i s  e f f o r t  was t o  ass is t  i n  a g e n e r a l  kh inese  
e f f o r t  t o  i n c r e a s e  p r e s s u r e  on p o s i t i o n s  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  i n  eve ry  p a r t  of t h e  world,  ano the r  purpose appears  
t o  have been t o  l a y  t h e  groundwork f o r  t h e  coming Chinese 
c h a l l e n g e  t o  S o v i e t  a u t h o r i t y  over  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Com- 
munist  movement. In  t h e  course of t a l k s  between t h e  L a t i n  
Americans and Mao, L i u ,  and o t h e r  Chinese leaders i n  March 
1959, t h e  Chinese are sa id  t o  have stressed t h e  a f f i n i t y  
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  of t h e  underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s  of Asia, 
Af r i ca  and L a t i n  America, and t o  have advocated an exchange 
of expe r i ence  among t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  of these c o u n t r i e s  
The S o v i e t s  were t o  become i n c r e a s i n g l y  f e a r f u l  of t h i s  Chi- 
nese  l i n e  i n  t h e  ensu ing  y e a r s ,  and by 1963 were g i v i n g  ven t  
t o  t h e i r  f e a r s  by d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  Chinese purpose i n  say- 
i n g  t h i s  was t o  exclude CPSU i n f l u e n c e  from these areas. 
A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  Chinese leaders were reported t o  have 
t o l d  t h e  L a t i n  Americans t h a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s i o n s  bene- 
f i t e d  a l l  Communist p a r t i e s ,  and t h a t  t h e  p a r t i e s  should  
no t  be a f r a i d  of such  t e n s i o n ;  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e y  sa id  

’ t h a t  l t w e ”  need more of it .* 

*In a s e l f - r e v e a l i n g  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  Chinese also said t h a t  
such  t e n s i o n s  w o u l d  a i d  t h e  CPR, because t h e  Communists of 
the world,  by coord ina ted  a c t i o n ,  w o u l d  be able t o  d i s t r a c t  
and d i s p e r s e  i m p e r i a l i s t  f o r c e s  and compel them t o  sp read  
themselves  t h i n  over  a v a s t  area. Th i s  l i n e  h a s  been r e p e a t -  
e d l y  upheld i n  Chinese propaganda, w i thou t ,  however, t h e  ad- 
miss ion  t h a t  its purpose was t o  advance Chinese Communist 
n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  

The S o v i e t s  f o r  t h e  first t i m e  exposed t h i s  Maoist view 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e n s i o n s  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e m e n t  of 20 September 
1963 : 
( f o o t n o t e  cont inued  on page 3) 
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The L a t i n  American v i s i t o r s  t o  Pe ip ing  i n  March 1959 
r e p o r t e d  to have ar ranged  f o r  f u t u r e  p a r t i c i p a -  

e i r  p a r t i e s  i n  Chinese t r a i n i n g  cour ses ;  and la ter  t i o n  are G7 y 
t h a t  yea r  ano the r  L a t i n  American Communist r e t u r n i n g  from , 
such  a Chinese course s ta ted  t h a t  one lecturer had s a i d  t h a t  
for t h e  Chinese,  there w a s  no r e v o l u t i o n  i n  which arms w e r e  
n o t  used; he noted t h a t  t h i s  appeared to c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  
CPSU l i n e .  In t a l k s  w i t h  leaders of ano the r  d e l e g a t i o n  of 
L a t i n  American p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1959, Mao Tse-tung is 
reported t o  have attacked t h e  
CPSU denigration or st a i m ,  p r a i s e a  nadlotov, and added t h a t  
"peacefu l  disentanglement ' '  w a s  a t h e o r y  which had "no h i s -  
torical precedent  ." Mao w a s  s a i d  t o  have stressed t h a t  
t h o s e  who want peace  m u s t  p r e p a r e  themselves  f o r  war; and 
t h a t  a l l  Communist par t ies  throughout  t h e  world should  be 
ready t o  f i g h t .  

The L a t i n  fmer i can  p a r t y  leaders, however , w e r e  n o t  
conf ron ted  w i t h  t h e  problem of an o v e r t  Chinese c h a l l e n g e  
t o  t h e  S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  movement u n t i l  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
of P e i p i n g ' s  "Long Live  Leninism" art icles i n  A p r i l  1960, 
and t h e  concur ren t  Chinese a t t a c k  upon t h e  Sov ie t  l i n e  i n  
e v e r y  p a r t  of t h e  world.  Despi te  t h e  subsequent  Chinese 
a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s semina te  brochures c o n t a i n i n g  these a t t a c k s  
i n  L a t i n  America, and t h e  s imul taneous  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  
a p p e a l s  by t h e  CPSU for  Communist p a r t i e s  t o  condemn the  

(cont inued  from page 2) 

" I n  t h e  t a l k s  on t h e  q u e s t i o n s  of in- 
t e r n a t  i o n a l  p o l i c y ,  '' r u n s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  
of t h e  Th i rd  Plenum of t h e  Costa Rica 
P e o p l e * s  Vanguard P a r t y  C e n t r a l  Committee, 
"the Chinese leaders t o l d  o u r  comrades 
tha t  t h e  ' co ld  war is a f i n e  t h i n g "  and 
t h a t  t h e  * s i t u a t i o n  of t e n s i o n  i s  a f i n e  
s i t u a t i o n "  f o r  t h e  development of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  e *" 

The S o v i e t  s t a t emen t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h i s  Chinese view as some- 
t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  shaped i n t o  a whole "theory" a f t e r  1958. 

- 3 -  



"dogmat i s t s , "  the leaders of t h e  L a t i n  American p a r t i e s  gen- 
e r a l l y  a t tempted--for  t h e  most p a r t ,  w i th  some success--to 
keep t h e  d i s p u t e  away from t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  rank- 
a n d - f i l e ,  so  as t o  minimize t h e  d i s r u p t i v e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  
c o n f l i c t  upon t h e i r  own p a r t i e s .  The L a t i n  American p a r t y  
l e a d e r s h i p s ,  however, were r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  Sino-Soviet  
c lash a t  Bucharest  in June 1960, and heard  t h e  angry ex- 
changes there between Khrushchev and Peng Chen; many of 
them were r e p r e s e n t e d  also a t  t h e  Four th  Congress of t h e  
Cuban Popular Social is t  P a r t y  i n  Havana i n  A u g u s t  1960, and 
w e r e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  i n t e n s e  Chinese p r e s s u r e  t h e r e ;  and de le-  
g a t e s  from a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  took  p a r t  i n  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
a t  t h e  November 1960 Moscow g a t h e r i n g  of t h e  world Communist 
movement. A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  CPSU s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  L a t i n  Ameri- 
can Communist p a r t i e s  w a s  still overwhelming, and t h e  L a t i n  
Americans a t  Buchares t  and MLSCOW are be l i eved  t o  have sup- 
po r t ed  t h e  CPSU almost unanimously, a lbe i t  wi th  some waver- 
i n g  and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  on t h e  p a r t  of a few. A number of 
t h e  L a t i n  American r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a t  t h e  Moscow meet ing,  
i n  f a c t ,  are b e l i e v e d  t o  have a t t a c k e d  Chinese e f f o r t s  t o  
s u b v e r t  v a r i o u s  leaders of their p a r t i e s  . 

A more serious tes t  of CPSU s t r e n g t h  took p l a c e  a t  
t h e  22nd CPSU Congress i n  October 1961, when Khrushchev 
made h i s  p u b l i c  a t t a c k  upon Albania  (and upon t h e  Chinese 
f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  Albania) ,  and t h e  CPSU subsequent ly  i n d i c a t e d  
t h a t  it wanted to have d i r e c t  suppor t  t h i s  time f r o m  eve ry  
Communist p a r t y .  L a t i n  America aga in  proved an important  
c e n t e r  t o  CPSU s t r e n g t h ,  s i n c e  n e a r l y  eve ry  L a t i n  American 
p a r t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  Moscow made a t  l eas t  a token  a t t a c k  on 
T i rana ,  and many fol lowed i n  t h e  nex t  f e w  months wi th  formal  
p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  r e i t e r a t i n g  such condemnation. Only t h r e e ,  
however--Chile, Uruguay, and Paraguay--were w i l l i n g  t o  go 
so f a r  as t o  a t t a c k  t h e  Chinese; moreover, t h e r e  were i m -  
p o r t a n t  shades  of d i f f e r e n c e  i n  what v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s  were 
w i l l i n g  t o  s a y  about  t h e  Albanians,  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  va ry ing  
s t r e n g t h  of pro-Chinese minor i ty  f a c t i o n s .  And f i n a l l y ,  
t e n  pa r t i e s - - inc lud ing  among them t h e  important  p a r t i e s  of' 
Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru,  and Bo1 ivia--were unwi l l i ng  t o  
i s s u e  a pub1 i c  s t a t emen t  a f t e r  t h e  CPSU Congress r e i t e r a t i n g  
t h e i r  delegate's p o s i t i o n  a t  t h a t  congres s ,  
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Meanwhile, t h e  CPSU by t h i s  t i m e  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
r e q u e s t e d  t h e  L a t i n  Americans to send  no more p a r t y  members 
t o  China fo r  t r a i n i n g ;  t h i s  i n j u n c t i o n  appears  t o  have been 
obeyed by some parties and disobeyed by o t h e r s .  A t  a con- 
gress of t h e  Chilean p a r t y  i n  San t i ago  i n  March 1962, the 
CPSU delegate is r e p o r t e d  t o  have attenlpted t o  h a l t  t h e  slow 
e r o s i o n  of its p o s i t i o n  by addres s ing  %he L a t i n  American 
Communist leaders a t  the congress on t h e  Sino-Soviet  c o n f l i c t  
and by handing each p m t y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a CPSU document 
on the s u b j e c t  f o r  the i n fo rma t ion  of each c e n t r a l  committee. 
This d o c v e n t  a t tempted to J u s t i f y  the S o v i e t  conduct toward 
Albania ,  and attacked t h e  Chinese as r e f u s i n g  t o  "accept a 
sjqgle Marxist l i n e  in t h e  world" and as want ing f'a program 
of p o l a r i z a t i o n ,  meaning that t h e y  want one Communist power 
for Europe and ano the r  C s m u n i s t  power for Asia and L a t i n  
America." The CPSU document is sa id  to have t o l d  t h e  L a t i n  
American Communists to 'rs-d;op l i s t e n i n g  to t h e  Chinese " 

The ou tcome  of t h e  Cuban crisis of October 1962 caused 
a g e n e r a l  fall i n  Castroos p r e s t i g e  i n  L a t i n  America and was 
a c o n s i d e r a b l e  temporary s e t b a c k  t o  a l l  t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  
as w e l l .  The Sov ie t  conduct  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t aken  i n  eonjunc- 
t i o n  w i t h  t h e  h o s t i l e  Cuban r e a c t i o n  and t h e  v i o l e n t  Chinese 
a t t a c k s  upon Khrushchev's f ' lunich,*f t  is b e l i e v e d  t o  have 
caused a g e n e r a l  weakening of t h e  CBSU p o s i t i o n ,  w i t h  wide- 
spread dissension reported i n  many Communist p a r t i e s .  and a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  growth i n  %he s t r e n g t h  of prs-CCP f a c t i o n s  every-  
where. The ~;Po-CPSU p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p s ,  however, remained 
g e n e r a l l y  l o y a l  A t  t h e  Bu lga r i an ,  Hungarian, and Czecho- 
s l o v a k  par%y congres ses  i n  November and e a r l y  December, t h e  
L a t i n  American d e l e g a t e s ,  Bike o t h e r s ,  were subjected t o  in- 
c r e a s i n g l y  i n s i s t e n t  CPSU lobbying i n  $he corridors,  and by 
t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Czechoslovak congress  had responded i n  t h e  
overwhelming m a j o r i t y  by j o i n i n g  i n  $he chorus of denuncia- 
t i o n  of T i r a n a  and Pe ip ing .  The Cuban and Venezuelan r ep re -  
s e n t a t i v e s ,  however, r e f u s e d  t o  do t h i s ;  and a t  t h e  East 
German p a r t y  congres s  t h e  fo l lowing  January C a s t s o ' s  dele- 
gate and t h e  Venezuelan r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  were t h e  o n l y  two 
L a t i n  Americans who f a i l e d  to associate themselves  wi th  a 
s t a t e m e n t  read by t h e  Chi lean  delegate s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  CPSU 
1 i n e  0 
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The Chinese Communist p a r t y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  ( e a r l y  
1963) began t o  mount an enormously expanded campaign a g a i n s t  
t h e  CPSU p u b l i c l y  and p r i v a t e l y  i n  eve ry  p a r t  of t h e  world. 
The Chinese are r e p o r t e d  t o  have made i n t e n s i v e  e f f o r t s  t o  
promote t h e i r  views among t h e  L a t i n  Americans a t  t h e  Eas t  
German p a r t y  congres s ,  and t h e  Venezuelan d e l e g a t i o n  r e t u r n e d  
home w i t h  a document on t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  which may 
have been s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  document r e p o r t e d l y  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  
Peruvian  p a r t y  by t h e  Chinese some weeks earlier. The Chi- 
nese  began v igo rous  e f for t s  t o  f l o o d  L a t i n  America--as w e l l  
as o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  world--with an t i -Sov ie t  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
mailed from Havana, Par is ,  and elsewhere. A Spanish-langu- 
age e d i t i o n  of Peking Review began t o  be widely d i s t r i b u t e d  
i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  f e a t u r i n g  v a r i o u s  Chinese an t i -Sov ie t  ed i -  
to r ia l s ,  and Spanish-language brochures  c o n t a i n i n g  s e v e r a l  
of  these ed i to r i a l s  and CCP s t a t e m e n t s  were p r i n t e d  i n  China 
and a d v e r t i s e d  i n  a number of L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s .  
Local  Chinese-f r i e n d s h i p  SOC iet  ies expanded t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  
t o  promote Chinese an t i -Sov ie t  propaganda, and NCNA corres- 
pondents  coord ina ted  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  w i th  CCP sympath izers  i n  
many L a t i n  American Communist parties t o  d i s t r i b u t e  Chinese 
w r i t i n g s  among t h e  rank-and-f i le  of those p a r t i e s .  The pro- 
Sov ie t  leaders of t h e  Chi lean ,  Uruguayan, and Mexican p a r t i e s  
became p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t u r b e d  a t  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  Simultane- 
ous ly ,  t h e  Chinese p r e s s  made a s u s t a i n e d  a t t empt  t o  win t h e  
Cubans f r o m  t h e i r  p ro fes sed  n e u t r a l i t y - b y  f l a t t e r i n g  Castro 
i n  a v a r i e t y  of ways, and t h i s  was supplemented by a t t a c k s  
on t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  between Chinese o f f i c i a l s  
and Cuban d ip lomats  a t  a number of p l a c e s  around the world.  

Together  w i t h  a l l  t h i s ,  t h e  Chinese made d i r e c t  at- 
tempts  t o  s u b v e r t  or s p l i t  t h e  L a t i n  Amer ican  p a r t y  leader- 
s h i p s .  A Chinese t r a d e  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  Mexico i n  January 1963 

r e p o r t e d  t o  have u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  sought  t o  win 
t h e  is s u p p o r  of t h e  Mexican Communist p a r t y  w i t h  an o f f e r  of  
f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  I n  February,  Chinese leaders held 
secret t a l k s  i n  P e i p i n g  w i t h  leaders of t h e  d i s s i d e n t  Com- 
munist  p a r t y  of B r a z i l  (CPB) and s ta ted t h a t  t h e y  suppor ted  
them and would  s a y  so openly  when t h e  or thodox B r a z i l i a n  
Communist p a r t y  (PCB) l o y a l  t o  Moscow broke its t ies wi th  
Pe ip ing .  The B r a z i l i a n  d i s s i d e n t s  were urged t o  work t o  
win  over  t h e  rank-and-f i le  of t h e i r  or thodox r i v a l .  In  
A p r i l ,  the Chinese gave $27,000 t o  a leader of t h e  pro-Chinese 
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f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Ecuadorean Communist p a r t y  (PCE) and urged 
him t o  u s e  t h e  money t o  d i s semina te  Chinese views,  t o  s p l i t  
h i s  p a r t y ,  and t h e n  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a r e v o l u t i o n .  (The money was c o n f i s c a t e d  by t h e  Ecuadorean p o l i c e ,  and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
has  t h u s  been de layed ,  b u t  ' t he  PCE has  n e v e r t h e l e s s  s i n c e  
been s p l i t  .) 

The c h i e f  of t h e  NCNA agency i n  Par is  is r e p o r t e d  t o  
have p r i v a t e l y  declared i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1963 t h a t  many Com- 
munist  par t ies  ag ree  w i t h  Khrushchev on f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  b u t  
ag ree  wi th  t h e  Chinese on i n t e r n a l  p o l i c y ,  and t h a t  t h i s  
w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  L a t i n  America. On another  occas ion ,  
lie is said t o  have a l l u d e d  t o  t h e  many pro-Chinese members 
of v a r i o u s  Communist p a r t i e s  who were as y e t  n o t  organized  
i n t o  groups;  t h e  work of s o  o r g a n i z i n g  them, he added, w a s  
now be ing  undertaken by t h e  Chinese.  The Chinese a c t i v i t y  
a l r e a d y  described appears  t o  have been guided by these as- 
sumptions,  and t o  have aimed at promoting t h e  coa lescence  
w i t h i n  each  of t h e  L a t i n  American p a r t i e s  of p r e v i o u s l y  un- 
organized  or i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  o rgan ized  f o r c e s  whose s t r o n g e s t  
p o i n t  of sympathy wi th  t h e  Chinese was t h e i r  agreement on 
the need for  a more m i l i t a n t  l i n e  t h a n  t h a t  be ing  pursued 
by t h e i r  pro-Soviet  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p s . *  

*The S o v i e t s  have fought  back by a s s iduous ly  c o u r t i n g  
Castro, and by a t t a c k i n g  t h e  Chinese in p r i v a t e  meet ings 
w i t h  L a t i n  American Communist leaders. Moreover, on 2 May 
1963, du r ing  C a s t r o ' s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  Union, Khrushchev 
made t h e  most unusual s t a t emen t  t h a t  t h e  CPSU " rende r s  a l l  
p o s s i b l e  assistance t o  f r a t e r n a l  Communist and Workers * 
Parties i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  peace,  democracy and socialism, 
for  freedom and happiness  of t h e  peoples ."  A Pravda edi- 
t o r i a l  re i terated t h i s  t h e  nex t  day. While a m m s  p u b l i c  
p ledges  of s u p p o r t  t o  s t r u g g l i n g  peoples  are q u i t e  common 
f o r  Moscow, such  an open p a r t y  p ledge  t o  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  is 
rare,  and is obv ious ly  in tended  to win v o t e s .  Even t h i s  
s t a t e m e n t ,  however, speaks  o n l y  of  a l l  "poss ib le"  S o v i e t  
a i d  t o  t h e  p a r t i e s ,  l e a v i n g  it up t o  t h e  CPSU to  dec ide  which 
forms of a i d  desired by some p a r t i e s  are n o t  p o s s i b l e  i n  
t h e  framework of Sov ie t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  
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The Chinese e f fo r t s ,  however, were no t  l i m i t e d  t o  
t h e  promotion of such a ' u n i t e d  an t i -Sov ie t  f r o n t  from 
below,' t h a t  is, f r o m  w i t h i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  Communist p a r t i e s ;  
t h e y  w e r e  supplemented by c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t s  t o  main ta in  
c o n t a c t s  and s u p p o r t  among t h e  m u l t i t u d e  of radical and 
Castroi te  groups o u t s i d e  of  t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  of L a t i n  
America, such  as t h e  MIR of Venezuela and Peru,  Araujo's 
group i n  E c u a d o r ,  and Ju l i ao ' s  group i n  B r a z i l ,  I n  June 
1963, Raymond Guyot, c h i e f  of t h e  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  s e c t i o n .  
of t h e  French Communist p a r t y ,  is reported t o  have s ta ted 
in a p r i v a t e  conve r sa t ion  t h a t  t h e  Chinese i n  t h e i r  p o l i t i -  
cal a c t i o n  i n  underdeveloped areas were f r e q u e n t l y  byzpassigg 
local Communist  p a r t i e s  and preferred t o  deal w i t h  u l t r a -  
n a t i o n a l i s t  groups Th i s  w a s  an exagge ra t ion ;  the  Chinese 
w e r e  ly-passing o n l y  t he  pso-Soviet  l e a d e r s h i p s  of Communist 
p a r t i e s ,  and n o t  t h e  rank-and-f i le ;  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  
also working i n t e n s i v e l y  f o r  suppor t  o u t s i d e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
p a r t i e s .  In  its open let ter t o  t h e  CPSU of 14 June 1963, 
t h e  Chinese Communist p a r t y  acknowledged and defended what 
it w a s  doing i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  when it s ta ted :  

If t h e  l e a d i n g  group i n  any p a r t y  adopts  
a non-revolu t ionary  l i n e  and c o n v e r t s  
it i n t o  a r e f o r m i s t  p a r t y ,  t h e n  l a r x i s t -  
L e n i n i s t s  i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r t y  
w i l l  r e p l a c e  it and lead t h e  people  i n  
making r e v o l u t i o n .  (Emphasis added.) 

The Chinese were t h u s  proc la iming  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  
t o  s p l i t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Communist p a r t i e s  and t o  u n i t e  t h e  
f a c t i o n s  f a v o r a b l e  t o  them w i t h  f o r c e s  o u t s i d e  those p a r t i e s  
which t h e  Chinese were now a n o i n t i n g  as honorary Marxist-  
L e n i n i s t s .  (This  t e r m  had p r e v i o u s l y  been r e s e r v e d  by 
bloc spokesmen o n l y  fo r  members of o f f i c i a l  Communist 
p a r t i e s ,  and never  f o r  l e f t i s t  persons  o u t s i d e  of  t h e s e  
p a r t i e s ,  who a t  best were c a l l e d  "radical pe t ty-bourgeois ,  '* 
or  " revo lu t iona ry  democrats," or s o m e  other such  t e r m  of 
condescension e ) 

This  p rocess ,  however, has  as y e t  a l o n g  way t o  go; 
and meanwhile t h e  pro-CPSU l e a d e r s h i p s  of some of  t h e  Com- 
munist  p a r t i e s  of L a t i n  A m e r i c a  have begun to f i g h t  back, 
w i t h  a s u c c e s s f u l  major purge be ing  conducted in t h e  
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Paraguayan CP, i nconc lus ive  minor purges  be ing  made i n  t h e  
Uruguayan and Mexican p a r t i e s ,  and a d ra s t i c  b u t  appa ren t ly  
unsuccessfu l  a t tempt  be ing  made at a major purge i n  t h e  
Ecuadorean p a r t y .  As of t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  pro-Soviet  f o r c e s  
con t inue  i n  power i n  t h e  great m a j o r i t y  of t h e  o f f i c i a l  
p a r t i e s ,  and it remains t o  be seen  how much of t h e i r  par- 
t ies  t h e y  w i l l  lose i n  t h e  s p l i t s  which w i l l  undoubtedly 
occur over  t h e  nex t  few y e a r s .  

E f f e c t s  of Castro' s Act iv i t ies  on t h e  Sino-Soviet  S t r u g g l e  
i n  L a t i n  America 

A major compl i ca t ing  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  which 
h a s  j u s t  been o u t l i n e d  has  been t h e  e f f e c t  of Cuban p o l i c y .  
A s  w i l l  be s e e n ,  I bo th  t h e  
Chinese and Sov ie t  p a r t i e s  were i n i t i a l l y  q u i t e  s ? s p i c i o u s  
of  Castro; i n  t h e  course of a long  and complex series of 
d e a l i n g s  w i t h  him, bo th  pa r t i e s  came t o  have close rela- 
t i o n s  w i t h  him, as Castro meanwhile d i s p l a y e d  h i s  "an t i -  
i m p e r i a l i s t "  and pro-Communist i n t e n t i o n s ;  and Moscow and 
Pe ip ing  are now competing for h i s  s u p p o r t ,  each r e l y i n g  
most h e a v i l y  on t h e  s p h e r e  i n  which it has t h e  best capa- 
b i l i t y  t o  compete--the S o v i e t s  w i th  t h e i r  economic and 
m i l i t a r y  suppor t  and a s s i s t a n c e ,  and t h e  Chinese w i t h  t h e i r  
v o c i f e r o u s  encouragement of C a s t r o ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  program 
i n  L a t i n  America. 

The Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  h a i l e d  by t h e  
L a t i n  American Communist p a r t i e s  as  p rov id ing  them w i t h  
an ex t remely  v a l u a b l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i t a l i z e  t h e i r  ap- 
p e a l  and t o  a t t r ac t  around them a much broader  spectrum of 
lef t is t  sympath izers  t h a n  had p r e v i o u s l y  been p o s s i b l e .  I n  
1960 and 1961, Castroite p a r t i e s  were formed i n  a number of 
countries--Sometimes w i t h  Communist a s s i s t a n c e ,  l i k e  t h e  
Union of Revolu t ionary  Ecuadorean Youth  (URJE), and some- 
t i m e s  as s p l i n t e r s  from moderate bourgeois  p a r t i e s  (such 
as t h e  MIR in Venezuela,  which s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  Democratic 
Action P a r t y ,  and t h e  APRA Rebelde i n  Peru ,  which l e f t  t h e  
APRA p a r t y  and t h e n  renamed i t s e l f  t h e  IIR.) Simultaneously,  
f r o n t s  were se t  up i n  many L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s  by t h e  
Communist p a r t i e s  i n  an a t tempt  t o  u n i t e  t h e s e  and o t h e r  
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pro-Cas t ro  f o r c e s  i n  a broad a l l i a n c e .  (The f r o n t  i n  
Uruguay was g iven  a long t i t l e  whose i n i t i a l s  read FIDEL, 
f o r  t h i s  purpose.)  Castro's  appea l  became of s t e a d i l y  
d e c r e a s i n g  v a l u e  t o  the  Communist p a r t i e s ,  however, as he 
t i e d  himself  more and more openly t o  t h e  bloc, and t h u s  
c u t  a d r i f t  from his f o l l o w i n g  in L a t i n  America the more 
moderate s o c i a l  groups which were w i l l i n g  t o  f o l l o w  him 
so f a r  and no f u r t h e r .  There is good ev idence  of t h e  d i s -  
may f e l t  by t h e  L a t i n  American C o d u n i s t  l eade r s - - fo r  
example, i n  Uruguay and B r a z i l - - a s  t h i s  p r o c e s s  went on. 
Two of t h e  most important  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  were Castro's 
p u b l i c  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of himself  as a Marxis t -Lenin is t  i n  
December 1961 (done for i n t e r n a l  Cuban seasons ,  as w i l l  be 
s e e n ) ,  and t h e  h u m i l i a t i n g  r e v e l a t i o n  of C u b a ' s  dependent 
s t a t u s  d u r i n g  t h e  m i s s i l e  crisis of October 1962. 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  L a t i n  American Communist 
parties t o  Cuba, t h e  CPSU and t h e  CCP w a s  f u r t h e r  compli- 
cated by C a s t r o ' s  de t e rmina t ion  t o  foment armed s t r u g g l e  
throughout  L a t i n  America as h i s  bes t  means of s t r i k i n g  a t  
t h e  United S ta tes .  Desp i t e  t h e  apparent  moderat ion of t h e  
adv ice  o r i g i n a l l y  g iven  t h e  L a t i n  American Communists by 
Mao i n  Pe ip ing  i n  March 1959--when he r e p o r t e d l y  t o l d  
them t o  t r y  peace fu l  means f i r s t ,  and t h e n  v io lence- - the  
Chinese were soon v igorous ly  endor s ing  Castro*s l i n e ,  were 
t e l l i n g  L a t i n  American t r a i n e e s  i n  China t h a t  a l l  revolu-  
t i o n s  m u s t  be v i o l e n t ,  and were s t r e s s i n g  i n  t h e i r  propa- 
ganda t h a t  a l l  L a t i n  America must fo l low t h e  Cuban example 
of armed s t r u g g l e .  Meanwhile, Castro has p r i v a t e l y  con- 
f i rmed t h a t  he w a s  unable  t o  g e t  t h e  b u l k  of t h e  L a t i n  
American Communist p a r t i e s  t o  adopt  h i s  l i n e  and t o  begin  
gue r r i l l a  war fa re ,  and t h a t  consequent ly  he  had had t o  
c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  Castroite forces outs ide  of t h e  Communist 
p a r t i e s .  Exhor t a t ion  of  t h e s e  forces--and t h e  r e l u c t a n t  
Communist p a r t i e s - - t o  beg in  armed r e v o l t s  became a prominent 
f e a t u r e  of t h e  f r e q u e n t  g a t h e r i n g s  of L a t i n  American dele- 
gates t o  Cuban a n n i v e r s a r y  celebrat ions ,  f r o n t  meet ings,  
and o t h e r  occas ions .  T r a i n i n g  i n  g u e r r i l l a  and s u b v e r s i v e  
a c t i v i t y  w a s  g iven  i n  Cuba t o  a heterogeneous assor tment  
of L a t i n  American l e f t i s t s  from 1960 on, and t h e r e  are 
numerous r e p o r t s  o f  Cuban f i n a n c i a l  a i d  t o  a v a r i e t y  of 
Castroite r e v o l u t i o n a r y  groups; much of t h i s  money has ap- 
p a r e n t l y  been embezzled or squandered by unscrupulous 
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r e c i p i e n t s .  S imul taneous ly ,  t h e  Chinese were c o u r t i n g  many 
of t h e s e  same Castroi te  groups o u t s i d e  o f  t he  or thodox Com- 
munist  p a r t i e s ,  i n v i t i n g  them to China and t o  audiences  w i t h  
Mao, and encouraging them a long  a l i n e  similar t o  C a s t r o ' s .  

number of t h e  L a t i n  American Communist p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p s ,  
who were s u b j e c t e d  t o  g r e a t  pressur-es  t o  begin  an armed 
s t r u g g l e  by forces w i t h i n  their  p a r t i e s  and those o u t s i d e  
and competing w i t h  t h e m ,  as a r e s u l t  of t h e  e x h o r t a t i o n s  
and a s s i s t a n c e  from Castro and t h e  Chinese.  There is goo1 
evidence  t h a t  angry p r o t e s t s  were made t o  t h e  Cubans by 
a number of L a t i n  American p a r t y .  leaders a t  t h e  t i m e  of 
t h e  November 1960 Moscow conference ,  as well as l a te r  i n  
Cuba and elsewhere. The Communist l e a d e r s h i p s  of C o l o m b i a ,  
B r a z i l ,  and Peru have been p a r t i c u l a r l y  aggr ieved  i n  t h i s  
connect  ion  e [ I  lome L a t i n  American Communists have even a t t e n  
Cuban t r a i n i n g  schools a g a i n s t  t h e  w i s h e s  of t h e i r  p a r t i e s .  
( O t h e r  Communist leaders, on t h e  o t h e r  hand--chiefly i n  
C e n t r a l  America and Ecuador--have a c t u a l l y  competed w i t h  
C a s t r o i t e  groups i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  for  Cuban t r a i n i n g  and 
money. ) 

The Sov ie t  a t t i t u d e  i n  a l l  t h i s  has  been ambiguous. 
Over t h e  p a s t  decade S o v i e t  p o l i c y  i n  L a t i n  America-as 
elsewhere i n  t h e  underdeveloped world--has a p p a r e n t l y  been 
grounded on t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  each  local Communist p a r t y  
m u s t  fo l low those tact ics  ( v i o l e n t  as i n  the case of Alger ia ,  
or nonv io len t  as i n  C h i l e )  which e n a b l e  it t o  accumulate 
t h e  maximum p o s s i b l e  i n f l u e n c e  ove r  t h e  forces of t h e  peas- 
a n t r y ,  p e t i t  bourgeo i s i e ,  and n a t i o n a l  bourgeo i s i e  e A t  
p r e s e n t ,  t h e  S o v i e t s  do n o t  appear  t o  be a t  a l l  opposed, 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  cases, e i ther  t o  t h e  use  of g u e r r i l l a  warfare 
o r  t o  heavy r e l i a n c e  on t h e  p e a s a n t r y  i n  L a t i n  America. In  
n e i t h e r  case, however, do t h e y  seem t o  agree wi th  t h e  extremes 
t o  which t h e  Cubans and t h e  Chinese have carried t h e i r  l i n e .  

I n c r e a s i n g  c o n f l i c t  r e s u l t e d  between Castro and a 

On t h e  one hand, t h e  S o v i e t s  have g iven  a f a i r  amount 
of propaganda support t o  gue r r i l l a  e f f o r t s  and o t h e r  m i l i t a n t  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  L a t i n  America, e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  1960 Mos- 
cow conference and even more so s i n c e  e a r l y  1962. Castro is 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have p r i v a t e l y  condemned L a t i n  American Communist 
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par t ies  for r e f u s i n g  t o  f o l l o w  a more r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e  
which he b e l i e v e s  t o  have been adopted a t  t h e  22nd CPSU 
Congress i n  October 1961. Moreover, t h e  Bo l iv i an  p a r t y  
is r e p o r t e d  t o  have been i n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  CPSU i n  t h e  
summer of 1962 t o  begin a c c u m u l a t i n g  arms; and t h e  pro- 
CPSU leader of t h e  Ecaadorean p a r t y  was a p p a r e n t l y  i n f l u -  
enced by CPSU advice  i n  November 1962 t0  ag ree  ( t empora r i ly )  
t o  a t tempt  t o  u n i t e  w i t h  o t h e r  Ecuadorean f o r c e s  and t o  
p r e p a r e  for g u e r r i l l a  warfare, F u r t h e r ,  Communist p a r t i e s  
a p p a r e n t l y  q u i t e  l o y a l  t o  t h e  CPSU i n  C e n t r a l  America have 
a c t u a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in Cuban gue r r i l l a  t r a i n i n g ;  and 
r e c e n t l y ,  t h e  pro-Soviet  Costa Rican p a r t y  is r e p o r t e d  t o  
have i n s t i t u t e d  g u e r r i l l a  t r a i n i n g  i n  Cos ta  R i c a  f o r  o t h e r  
C e n t r a l  American Communist parties 

On t h e  other hand, t h e  lecturer a t  t h e  Khabarovsk 
Higher P a r t y  School i n  January  1960 s t a t ed  t h a t  i n  L a t i n  
America, Communist p a r t y  " l e g a l i z a t i o n  is impor tan t  because 
it a f f e c t s  t h e  a b i l i t y  of the  Communist p a r t i e s  t o  lead 
t h e  n a t i o n a l - l i b e r a t i o n  s t ruggle ;  '' and t h e  S o v i e t s  have a t  
o t h e r  t i m e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  it g r e a t l y  p re fe r -  
able f o r  a Communist p a r t y  t o  a t t a i n  l e g a l  s t a t u s .  Th i s  
d i r e c t l y  c o n t r a d i c t s  t h e  t hes i s  of Castro and Guevara which 
holds  t h a t  a loss of legal s t a t u s  by t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
and an i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e a c t i o n a r y  and oppres s ive  p o l i c y  by 
t h e  government are a c t u a l l y  desirable,  s i n c e  it creates 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  armed struggle i n  t h e  
e y e s  of t h e  people  and a t t r ac t s  t h e  popu la t ion  toward t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  Moreover, t h e r e  was an apparent  Sov ie t  
a t tempt  i n  1963 t o  g e t  C a s t r s  t o  take a more moderate l i n e  
toward r e v o l u t i o n  i n  B r a z i l ;  t h i s  a t t empt ,  however, does 
not  seem t o  have s topped  Castro from con t inu ing  t o  promise 
c o v e r t  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  f o r c e s  advoca t ing  a more m i l i t a n t  s t r u g -  
g l e  t h a n  is now desired by t h e  or thodox Communist p a r t y  of 
Brazil ' 

Some yea r s  ago, t h e  S o v i e t s  are r e p o r t e d  t o  have in- 
d icated t o  L a t i n  American Communists a b e l i e f  t h a t  armed 
s t r u g g l e  by f o r c e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r t y ,  without  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
by t h e  p a r t y  i t s e l f ,  could  i n  some cases h e l p  create a 
f a v o r a b l e  s i t u a t i o n  from which t h e  Communist p a r t y  could  
t a k e  advantage a t  t h e  d e c i s i v e  moment, There is some ev i -  
dence t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  CPSU i n  t h e  summer of 1962 
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cons idered  t h i s  s t r a t e g y  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  Peru.  If t h i s  has  
indeed been t h e  S o v i e t  b e l i e f ,  it would imply S o v i e t  agree- 
ment w i t h  Castro's  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t r a i n i n g  and i n c i t i n g  f o r c e s  
o u t s i d e  t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  f o r  m i l i t a n t  s t r u g g l e ,  b u t  
disagreement  and embarrassment a t  C a s t r o ' s  p u b l i c  denuncia- 
tions of t h e  v a r i o u s  Communist p a r t i e s  f o r  not j o i n i n g  i n .  
The d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  t h i s  t h e o r y  is t h a t  i n  some c o u n t r i e s  
t h e  v a r i o u s  g u e r r i l l a  and o t h e r  e f f o r t s  by t h e  C,astroite 
f o r c e s  have not  he lped  t o  produce a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n  
fo r  t h e  Communists t o  p r o f i t  by ,  b u t  on t h e  c o n t r a r y  have 
been g r e a t l y  coun te rp roduc t ive  f o r  t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  
themselves .  T h i s  h a s  been p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i n  c o u n t r i e s  
where t h e  Communists had s e e n  themselves  as faced  w i t h  a 
f a v o r a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  because of d i f f e r e n c e s  among 
t h e  bourgeo i s i e ,  and w e r e  making some p r o g r e s s  through a 
nonvio len t  u n i t e d  f r o n t  l i n e  and a t t e m p t s  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  
bourgeois  p a r t i e s ,  o n l y  t o  r e c e i v e  setbacks i n  t h e i r  rela- 
t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  impor tan t  wavering bourgeois  f o r c e s  as t h e  
r e su l t  of v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  or threats  of a c t i v i t i e s  by 
others.  The r e s u l t ,  as noted ,  has been vehement p r o t e s t s  
by some Communist leaders ( a t  least  two of which, by Peru- 
v i a n  and Colombian leaders, have been publ i shed  b y  t h e  CPSU 
i n  t h e  World Marxis t  Review). Also, as a byproduct ,  there 
has  been a weakening p o s i t i o n  of s o m e  pro-Soviet  Com- 
munist leaders w i t h i n  t h e i r  own p a r t i e s  (an example h a s  been 
Ecuador, where a s p l i t  g r a d u a l l y  developed) ,  and a s t r e n g t h -  
en ing  of t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Chinese,  s i n c e  t h e  l i m i t s  of 
Sov ie t  g e n e r a l  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  requi rements  make it impossible  
f o r  t h e  S o v i e t s  a c t u a l l y  t o  ou tb id  t he  Chinese i n  p u b l i c  
appea ls  t o  t h e  m i l i t a n c y  of t h e  l e f t i s t  f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Com- 
munist  p a r t i e s  e 

Thus it is d o u b t f u l  i f  t h e  S o v i e t s  have at  any time 
wholly endorsed Castro's a c t i v i t i e s  i n  L a t i n  America; it 
is more l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e y  have wavered, approved of many of 
them and disapproved of o t h e r s ,  and i n  any case have found 
it most d i f f i c u l t  t o  modify CastroOs conduct one way or an- 
o t h e r .  Avai lab le  ev idence  on t h e  Cuban s u b v e r s i v e  and guer- 
r i l l a  t r a i n i n g  s c h o o l s  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  schoo l s  
are e n t i r e l y  under C a s t r o P  s c o n t r o l ,  w i t h  no apparent  direct 
Sov ie t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  It seems u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  
have t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  c o n t r o l  or s i g n i f i c a n t l y  modify t h e  
s e l e c t i o n  of which p a r t i c u l a r  L a t i n  American c a d r e s  are t o  
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r e c e i v e  t h i s  t r a i n i n g .  The S o v i e t s  have a l s o  never  p u b l i c l y  
endorsed,  as have t h e  Chinese,  Che GuevaraOs t h e s i s  t h a t  
"ob jec t ive  cond i t ions"  (oppress ion  of t h e  masses, e t c . )  f o r  
a r e v o l u t i o n  are enough t o  j u s t i f y  beginning  an armed s t r u g -  
g l e  which i n  i t s e l f  can  o v e r  a p e r i o d  of t i m e  create t h e  
' ? s u b j e c t i v e  cond i t ions"  (whipping up of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s p i r i t  in t h e  masses) also necessa ry  for  a r e v o l u t i o n  t o  be 
s u c c e s s f u l .  It is also l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  view of which 
c o u n t r i e s  a l r e a d y  have t h e  " o b j e c t i v e  cond i t ions"  f o r  revo- 
l u t i o n  has  n o t  been iden t i ca l  w i t h  Castro's, and t h a t  t h e  
S o v i e t s  have agreed i n  s o m e  cases (e.g. ,  i n  C e n t r a l  America), 
and d i sag reed  i n  o t h e r s  (e.g., B r a z i l )  e 

F u r t h e r ,  t h e r e  is evidence  t h a t  some S o v i e t s  have 
f e l t  t h a t  Castso's v i o l e n t  r h e t o r i c ,  w h i l e  u s e f u l  i n  un i t -  
i n g  t h e  m i l i t a n t  l e f t i s t  youth and s t u d e n t s  .of L a t i n  America 
among whom Castro has  found h i s  c h i e f  s u p p o r t ,  has  tended 
t o  f r i g h t e n  away o t h e r  f o r c e s  of t h e  p e t i t  b o u r g e o i s i e  and 
n a t i o n a l  bourgeo i s i e  who might o the rwise  have been e n t i c e d  
i n t o  a l l i a n c e s  wi th  t h e  l o c a l  Communist  p a r t y .  Th i s  has 
been par$ i c u l a r l y  important  i n  t h o s e  L a t i n  American coun- 
t r i e s  w i t h  a s i z e a b l e  middle c lass ,  such as B r a z i l .  And 
a l though t h e  S o v i e t s  have a t  t i m e s  appa ren t ly  brought  pres -  
s u r e  on C a s t r o  t o  seek  t o  have him bring h i s  conduct i n t o  
l i n e  wi th  CPSU views, t h e  Sov ie t  d e s i r e  t o  secure h i s  sup- 
p o r t  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  and t h e  S o v i e t  wish t o  ap- 
pea r  as m i l i t a n t  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  t h e  audience which ap- 
p lauds  C a s t r o  and t h e  Chinese seem t o g e t h e r  t o  have ' inh ib i ted  
Moscow from e x e r t i n g  enough p r e s s u r e  t o  be e f f e c t i v e  o r  
c o n s i s t e n t  i n  its p o l i c y .  

I n  shcwt,  t h e  Sov ie t  p o s i t i o n  h a s  been i n d e c i s i v e  
and s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y .  On t h e  one hand, t h e  S o v i e t s  have 
r e c e n t l y  g iven  more a c t i v e  p u b l i c  and covert s h p p o r t  t o  t h e  
Venezuelan p a r t y  s t r u g g l e ,  have a p p a r e n t l y  g iven  t h e  s i g n a l  
t o  s t e p  up g u e r r i l l a  t r a i n i n g  i n  C e n t r a l  America, and have 
r e p r i n t e d  n e a r l y  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  of Cas t roPs  m i l i t a n t  c a l l  of 
26 J u l y  1963 f o r  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  America. On t h e  o t h e r  
hand, t h e  S o v i e t s  have been conf ron ted  by Communist p a r t y  
l e a d e r s h i p s  l o y a l  t o  t h e  CPSU i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  , d i s p u t e  
wi th  t h e  claim t h a t  Castro's ac t iv i t i e s  were h u r t i n g  them, 
and t h e  S o v i e t s  have also been brought  under i n c r e a s i n g  pres-  
sure by t h o s e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  them a g a i n s t  t h e i r  
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domestic l e f t i s t  compe t i to r s  even  i f  t h e  l a t te r  are be ing  
nour i shed  by Castro; f u r t h e r ,  i n  some cases the S o v i e t s  
have been urged t o  e x e r t  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  C a s t r o  t o  
modify h i s  own a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s .  As h a s  been 
no ted ,  it has seemed t o  be beyond t h e  S o v i e t  p a r t y s s  capa- 
b i l i t y  t o  do t h i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  even when it has been w i l l i n g  
t o  t r y ;  t h e  r easons  for  t h i s  w i l l  be examined i n  t h e  Cuban 
sect ion  of t h i s  paper .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  apparent  S o v i e t  i n d e c i s i o n  on t h e  most 
s u i t a b l e  s t r a t e g y  f o r  L a t i n  America, t h i s  d u a l  S o v i e t  at- 
t i t u d e  is also ano the r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of a basic i n t e r n a l  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  p r e s e n t  i n  world-wide Sov ie t  p o l i c y  s i n c e  1960 
and i n c r e a s i n g l y  important  s i n c e  then :  On t h e  one hand, 
t h e  S o v i e t s  have desired t o  u s e  t h e  Communist parties, as 
before, a s - a n  ins t rument  t o  reduce t h e  power of t h e  United 
States,  and desire t o  t h i s  end t o  r e t a i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Com- 

' munist  p a r t i e s  and l e f t i s t  forces g e n e r a l l y  by matching t h e  
Chinese b id  f o r  suppor t  by t h e  m i l i t a n t  s e c t i o n s  of those 
forces ( i n  t h e  case of  L a t i n  America, t h i s  means matching 
p u b l i c l y  t h e  Chinese appea l  t o  v i r u l e n t  n a t i v e  anti-U.S. 
emotions) .  On t h e  other hand, t h e y  have desired t o  pursue 
t h e  peace fu l  c o e x i s t e n c e  s t r a t e g y  a g a i n s t  t h e  West, which 
is opposed by t h e  Chinese and which e n t a i l s  an a t t empt  t o  
d i s r u p t  Western a l l i a n c e s  and d i l u t e  mass s u p p o r t  i n  Western  
c o u n t r i e s  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  an t i -Sov ie t  p o l i c i e s  th rough t h e  
maintenance of a "soft" p u b l i c  l i n e  toward some forces i n  
Western governments, and, th rough t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of t e n s i o n s  
and associated e f for t s  ( inc lud ing  l i m i t e d  agreements w i t h  
Western governments),  to convince t h e  p o p u l a t i o n s  of West- 
e r n  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  and p o l i t i c a l  t h rea t  
h a s  been reduced .  Although t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  t h e i r  polemics 
w i t h  t h e  Chinese have contended wi th  g r e a t  e a r n e s t n e s s  t h a t  
t h e s e  t w o  b a s i c  f a c e t s  of S o v i e t  p o l i c y  are compat ib le  (which 
is what t h e y  mean when t h e y  s a y  t h a t  p e a c e f u l  coex i s t ence  
does n o t  mean t h e  end of t h e  class s t r u g g l e ) ,  t h i s  i n  f a c t  
is n o t  t r u e .  I n  p r a c t i c e ,  Khrushchev h a s  been able n e i t h e r  
t o  pursue  t h e  peace fu l  c o e x i s t e n c e  l i n e  wi th  s u f f i c i e n t  con- 
s i s t e n c y  t o  make it pay o f f  (ice., t o  r e s u l t  i n  enough West- 
e r n  s e l f - d e c e p t i o n  and d i s u n i t y  t o  produce real Western con- 
c e s s i o n s ) ,  no r  has  h e  been able t o  act and t a l k  m i l i t a n t l y  
enough t o  keep leftist m i l i t a n t s  i n  L a t i n  America and else- 
where from d r i f t i n g  i n c r e a s i n g l y  toward Peip ing .  Sov ie t  
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v a c i l l a t i o n  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n  h a s  also been p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  numerous CPSU advances and re t reats  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  
w i th  t h e  Chinese p a r t y  over  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s ,  and t h e  
associated periodic r e v e r s a l s  of  t h e  l i n e  g iven  t o  Soviet-  
dominated i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r o n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Even a f t e r  
t h e  CPSU deCiBion i n  t h e  summer of 1963 t o  accep t  and e x p l o i t  
an open break  wi th  Pe ip ing ,  and t h e  complementary Sov ie t  
d e c i s i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  promote a new l i m i t e d  d e t e n t e  w i t h  
t h e  West, t h e r e  is still no good ev idence  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  
are now w i l l i n g  t o  fol low ei ther  of t h e i r  t w o  c o n f l i c t i n g  
l i n e s  wi th  more cons i s t ency  t h e n  t h e y  have shown i n  t h e  p a s t .  

In l a te  Apr i l  1963, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  commission of t h e  
Communist p a r t y  of C h i l e  is r e p o r t e d  to have heard an oral  
r e p o r t  from L u i s  Corvalan,  s e c r e t a r y  g e n e r a l  of t h e  Chi lean  
p a r t y ,  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  
Chinese cha l l enge  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  p o s i t i o n .  C o r v a l m ' s  a n a l y s i s  
is sa id  t o  have s t r o n g l y  impressed t h e  p o l i t i c a l  commission 
w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  i n  C u b a ,  Venezuela, Ecuador and Peru 
t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  Chinese p o s i t i o n  w a s  i n c r e a s i n g  because 
of t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  each  of t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s .  
Th i s  paper  g e n e r a l l y  s u p p o r t s  Corva lan9s  conc lus ion  t h a t  
these are t h e  four L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s  where  t h e  Ch i -  
nese  today  have the  g r e a t e s t  assets i n  t h e i r  c o n t e s t  w i t h  
t h e  CPSU. The e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Cuba  is examined 
i n  d e t a i l ,  i n  t h e  bulk of t h i s  paper .  In  t h e  Appendix, 
Venezuela, Ecuador, and Peru are cons ide red  more b r i e f l y ,  
and c e r t a i n  other L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s  are touched on 
where s i g n i f i c a n t  ev idence  of Chinese i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  
local  Communist p a r t i e s  has  been d i scove red  e 

- 16  - 
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The yea r  1959--in which t h e  Chinese Communist p a r t y  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  mage. a v igorous  a t tempt  t o  implant  its 
i n f l u e n c e  among t h e  L a t i n  American Communist p a r t i e s  i n  
compet i t ion  t o  t h a t  of t h e  CPSU--was also t h e  yea r  i n  which 
t h e  Castro regime came t o  power i n  Cuba. S ince  t h e n ,  as 
t h e  Sino-Soviet  s t r u g g l e  for ascendancy over t h e  Communist 
and radical  forces of L a t i n  A m e r i c a  h a s  g r a d u a l l y  i n t e n s i -  
f i ed  and become more o v e r t ,  Cuba  h a s  remained t h e  most 
important  s i n g l e  ba t t l eg round :  it is t h e  o n l y  one i n  which 
such f o r c e s  hold s ta te  power, and is t h u s  v i t a l  i n  its own 
r i g h t * ;  and it is t h e  base  from which attempts can  be made 
t o  i n f l u e n c e  e v e n t s  e l sewhere  i n  t h e  hemisphere.  

A s a l i e n t  feature of t h e  Sino-Soviet  c o n t e s t  i n  Cuba 
has  been t h e  fact  t h a t  no t  t h r e e  b u t  f o u r  i n t e r e s t s  have 
been involved:  t h o s e  of  (1) t h e  CPSU, (2) t h e  CCP, (3) t h e  
Cuban Popular  S o c i a l i s t  Pa r ty  (PSP) ( t h e  old Communist p a r t y  
of C u b a ) ,  and (4) F i d e l  Castro and t h o s e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  2 6 t h  
of J u l y  movement who remained p e r s o n a l l y  l o y a l  t o  him r a t h e r  
t h a n  t o  t h e  PSP. The e v o l u t i o n  of t h i s  four -cornered  rela- 
t i o n s h i p  has  been a f f e c t e d  n o t  o n l y  by t h e  a c t i o n s  t aken  by 
each  of t h e  p r o t a g o n i s t s  w i th  r ega rd  t o  each  of t h e  o t h e r s ,  
but  also by t h e  p o l i c i e s  each  of the f o u r  h a s  pursued toward 
t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  of each  of t h e  o t h e r  L a t i n  American 
c o u n t r i e s ,  toward minor i ty  or d i s s i d e n t  f a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  many 
of t h e s e  o t h e r  p a r t i e s ,  and toward t h e  spec t rum of r a d i c a l  
f o r c e s  i n  each coun t ry  o u t s i d e  of (and i n  many cases compe- 
t i t i v e  wi th)  t h e  local  Communist p a r t y .  

*Th i s  should  not  obscure t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Brazil  and n o t  
Cuba has remained t h e  c e n t r a l  p r i z e  f o r  Communist endeavors  
i n  L a t i n  America; and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  South American c o u n t r i e s  
are i n t r i n s i c a l l y  of g r e a t e r  importance t h a n  Cuba. 
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U n t i l  t h e  l a s t  year  b e f o r e  Castro's advent  t o  power 
i n  January 1959, t h e  Cuban Popular  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  s t r o n g l y  
opposed t h e  tact ics  of  armed s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  Bat i s ta  
regime pursued by F i d e l  Castro and t h e  26 th  of J u l y  move- 
ment. PSP p u b l i c a t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  as " p u t s c h i s t "  and "sterile" 
C a s t r o ' s  f i r s t  a t tempt  a long  t h i s  l i n e ,  h i s  abortive a t t a c k  
on t h e  Mwcada barracks i n  1953, which r e s u l t e d  i n  Castro's  
temporary imprisonment by Bat is ta  (and t h e  banning of  t h e  
PSP). When Castro r e t u r n e d  from e x i l e  i n  December 1956 and 
began g u e r r i l l a  war fa re ,  t h e  PSP d i d  n o t  coope ra t e .  

A t  a s p e c i a l  conference  of L a t i n  American Communist 
p a r t y  leaders he ld  i n  Moscow in November 1957, PSP leaders.  
expressed  cont inued  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  C a s t r o ' s  t a c t i c s  and 
castigated h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  himself  t o  t h e  l i n e  
of t h e  PSP, which cal led for a p a t i e n t ,  long-term b u i l d i n g  
of mass s u p p o r t  for  a coord ina ted  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  might i n  
t h e  end r e s u l t  i n  a g e n e r a l  armed u p r i s i n g .  A PSP rep re -  
s e n t a t i v e  a t  t h i s  meeting also c i t e d  t h e  burn ing  of s u g a r  
cane f i e l d s  as an example of a s e c t a r i a n ,  terror is t ic  a c t i o n  
t aken  by t h e  26 th  of J u l y  movement i n  d i s r e g a r d  of PSP 
wishes ,  S i m i l a r l y ,  as e a r l y  as 1956 t h e  PSP had p u b l i c l y  
condemned C a s t r o ' s  : 'erroneoust1 view of a g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  a s  
"only an ins t rument  of i n s u r r e c t i o n , f 1  r a t h e r  t h a n  as a dev ice  
for t h e  development of a long-term m a s s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  regime. Accordingly,  t h e  PSP on several  occas ions  boy- 
cotted or  sabotaged a t t empt s  at g e n e r a l  s t r i k e s  launched by 
t h e  26th  of J u l y  movement. 

I n  January  1958, however, t h e  PSP i s sued  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
t o  p a r t y  members t o  s e e k  a p o l i t i c a l  unders tanding  wi th  mem- 
bers of o t h e r  oppos i t i on .  groups.  It  is e v i d e n t  t h a t  e a r l y  
i n  t h e  y e a r  t h e  PSP begai, t o  r e -eva lua te  its a t t i t u d e  toward 
Cas t ro  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of  h i s  success i n  ex tend ing  t h e  scope 
of t h e  g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e .  During t h i s  pe r iod  t h e  PSP lead- 
e r  Car los  Rafae l  Rodriguez expressed  t o  f o r e i g n  Communists 
t h e  judgment t h a t  Castro's  movement had become a "movement 
of t h e  masses," i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  e f f o r t s  were be ing  made t o  
i n f i l t r a t e  t h e  26 th  of' J u l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  added t h a t  
t he  26th  of J u l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s t i l l  sought  t o  "monopolize" 

The E a r l s  PSP A t t i t u d e  Toward Castro 
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t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement, t h a t  t h e  t i m e  w a s  n o t  y e t  r i p e  
for t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a "Nat ional  L i b e r a t i o n  Front"  t o  be 
c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  PSP, and t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  t h e r e f o r e  cohld 
as y e t  make o n l y  l ini ted s u g g e s t i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  to t h e  
nex t  government, which d i d  n o t  involve  "profound changes.  1 f  

I n  Apr i l ,  t h e  PSP aga in  boycot ted  a g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  cal led 
by t h e  26th  of J u l y  movement, and made u s e  of t h i s  boyco t t  
t o  f o r c e  from some l e a d e r s  of  t h e  2 6 t h  of July labor a r m  
subsequent  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  PSP and a 
secret agreement t o  coope ra t e  i n  labor matters w i t h  t h e  
p a r t y .  In  May, t h e  PSP began t o  o rgan ize  s m a l l  g u e r r i l l a  
u n i t s  and to send r ec ru i t s  t o  j o i n  C a s t r o t s  g u e r r i l l a  f o r c e s  
on an i n d i v i d u a l  bas i s .  

Meanwhile, t h e  PSP sought  t o  deal  w i t h  F i d e l  Castro 
on t h e  t e r m s  for an a l l i a n c e .  I n  so doing,  t h e  PSP was ap- 
p a r e n t l y  also motivated by a fear of being  i s o l a t e d  by 
C a s t r o  from o t h e r  a n t i - B a t i s t a  f o r c e s .  On 28 June 1958, 
a t  a t i m e  when Castro had already begun n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  
o t h e r  o p p o s i t i o n  leaders,  t h e  PSP wrote p r i v a t e l y  t o  Castro 
and t o  c e r t a i n  o t h e r s  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  i t s v i e w s ;  i n  J u l y ,  how- 
e v e r ,  Castro signed--without t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  PSP-- 
t h e  so-called "Pact of Caracas" w i t h  t h i r t e e n  o t h e r  a n t i -  
Ba t i s t a  leaders, most of whom were w e l l  t o  t h e  r i g h t  of bo th  
t h e  PSP and Cas t ro .  Immediately t h e r e a f t e r ,  on 2 August, 
t h e  PSP leaders Juan Mar ine l lo  and B l a s  Roca addressed  a 
p r i v a t e  l e t te r  t o  C a s t r o  and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  s i g n e r s  of t h e  
P a c t ,  " lamenting t h a t  you have n o t  counted on u s  from the  
beginning ,  'I and a f f i r m i n g  t h e  PSP's desire t o  j o i n '  t h e  
g e n e r a l  a l l i a n c e .  I n  t h i s  le t ter ,  t h e  p a r t y  set f o r t h  its 
"minimum program" f o r  p r o j e c t e d  reforms a f t e r  t h e  overthrow 
of B a t i s t a ,  i n c l u d i n g  a number of " a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t "  (i.e., 
ant i -Uni ted  States) m e a s u r e s  which t h e  PSP may have calcu- 
la ted  would appeal  t o  C a s t r o  and cer ta in  o t h e r  2 6 t h  of J u l y  
l e a d e r s .  A t  the  same t i m e ,  t he  PSP declared t h a t  it would 
n o t  make even ' t h i s  "minimum program" an " i n d i s p e n s i b l e  con- 
d i t i o n  f o r  u n i t y , "  and t h a t  it was w i l l i n g  t o  j o i n  t h e  al- 
l i a n c e  on t h e  basis  of a program even "more l i m i t e d , "  con- 
s i s t i n g  s o l e l y  of t h e  overthrow of Bat i s ta ,  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  
of f r e e  e l e c t i o n s ,  and t h e  format ion  of a "broad democratic. 
c o a l i t i o n  government." Thus t h e  p a r t y  also sought  tempor- 
a r i l y  t o  p a c i f y  t h e  more moderate f o r c e s  w i t h  which Castro 
had a l l i e d  h imse l f .  The r easons  for t h e  PSP's conduct  a t  
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t h i s  t i m e  were r e f l e c t e d  i n  a comment made by a CPSU lecturer  
speaking  be fo re  t h e  Khabarovsk Higher P a r t y  School i n  January  
1960: The lecturer  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a s t  L a t i n  American 
Communist p a r t i e s  had made mis takes  which had cost them 
d e a r l y ;  t h a t  one such  mis take  was made by t h e  Cuban PSP, 
which "for a long  t i m e  ignored  F i d e l  Castro and became iso- 
l a t e d ; "  bu t  t h a t  t h e  PSP l e a d e r s  "have recognized  t h e i r  m i s -  
t a k e  and now s u p p o r t  him. 'I 

A f t e r  mid-summer 1958, t h e  PSP g r e a t l y  i n t e n s  if i e d  
its e f f o r t s  t o  a t t a c h  i t s e l f  t o  C a s t r o ' s  movement and t o  
win control of it. A t  some t i m e  i n  August a f t e r  t h e  d i s -  
pa t ch  of' t h e  second PSP l e t t e r  t o  C a s t r o  an agreement appears  
t o  have been reached  between t h e  26th  of J u l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
and t h e  PSP, t h e  d e t a i l s  of which are unknown. PSP organi -  
z a t i o n a l  and material aid w a s  now g iven  t o  Castro, and t h e  
PSP l e a d e r  Carlos Rafae l  Rodriguez was d i spa tched  t o  j o i n  
Cas t ro ,  t o  work w i t h  him i n  t h e  g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  and t o  
c o o r d i n a t e  w i t h  him a g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  i n  which t h e  PSP would 
now t a k e  an a c t i v e  p a r t ,  and--most important-- to  procure  
his w i l l i n g  coope ra t ion  w i t h  t h e  PSP a f t e r  t h e  seizure of 
power. 

The 26th  of J u l y  Movement Before  t h e  F a l l  of B a t i s t a  

In  t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  secure Castro's coope ra t ion ,  Rod- 
r i g u e z  w a s  a s s i s t e d  by a number of b a s i c  f a c t s  about Castro's 
movement. In  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  it appears  l i k e l y  t h a t  long  
b e f o r e  Rodriguez j o i n e d  C a s t r o ,  some persons  who were actu- 
a l l y  members of t h e  PSP and were under f i r m  PSP d i s c i p l i n e  
had been i n f i l t r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  26th  of Ju ly  movement, p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  second eche lon .  Such persons  almost c e r t a i n l y  
were a minor i ty ,  however, and it seems improbable t h a t  t h e y  
themselves  could have determined t h e  subsequent  cour se  of 
C a s t r o ' s  p o l i c y .  More impor tan t ,  from t h e  PSP's p o i n t  of 
view, was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  much of t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  
26 th  of Ju ly  movement--and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  t w o  who, a f t e r  
F i d e l  Cas t ro ,  are m o s t  important  i n  Cuba today ,  Raul C a s t r o  
and Che Guevara--saw t h e  world i n  much t h e  same t e r m s  as d i d  
t h e  PSP. That is, t h e s e  t w o  were Marxists; t h e y  sha red  w i t h  
t h e  PSP t h e  g e n e r a l  concept  of a b i p o l a r  world i n  which ::* 
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moribund c a p i t a l i s m  was g r a d u a l l y  succumbing t o  t r iumphant  
"soc ia l i sm;"  and t h e y  a lso shared '  a g e n e r a l  admi ra t ion  f o r  
t h e  b l o c  and d e t e s t a t i o n  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  a coun t ry  
which they  r ega rded  as t h e  " i m p e r i a l i s t "  e x p l o i t e r  of Cuba 
and of L a t i n  America. F i d e l  Castro appears  o r i g i n a l l y  t o  
have he ld  a somewhat d i l u t e d  and confused v e r s i o n  of t h e s e  
views, but  w a s  p red isposed  t o  be f u r t h e r  i n f l u e n c e d  a long  
t h i s  l i n e  by Guevara and p a r t i c u l a r l y  by h i s  b r o t h e r  R a u l .  
Such views were i n c u l c a t e d  and r e i n f o r c e d  by p rev ious  
i n t i m a t e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  PSP and other Communist a f f i l i a t e s  
(as i n  t h e  case of R a u l ,  who had once belonged to  t h e  Com- 
munist Youth and had taken  p a r t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r o n t  
g a t h e r i n g s ) ,  by p rev ious  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  expe r i ence  e l sewhere  
i n  L a t i n  America (as i n  t h e  case of Guevara),  by e a r l y  PSP 
a t t empt s  a t  Marxis t -Lenin is t  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  (such as t h e  
e f f o r t s  r e p o r t e d l y  made d u r i n g  t h e  1953-1955 imprisonment 
of  F i d e l  and Raul Castro by B a t i s t a ) ,  and by  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  
f o r e i g n  Communists d u r i n g  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  i n  Mexico for 
C a s t r o ' s  1956 invas ion  of Cuba. 

While from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of t h e  growth of Communist 
i n f l u e n c e  i n  C u b a  and of Cuban r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  t h e s e  s imi l a r i t i e s  between Castro's group and t h e  PSP 
were t o  be a l l - impor t an t ,  from t h e  viewpoint  of t h e  PSP l ead -  
e r s h i p  and t h e  CPSU t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  were t o  prove almost 
as s i g n i f i c a n t .  F i r s t ,  it is almost c e r t a i n  t h a t  F i d e l  
Castro and t h e  m i l i t a r y  commanders ( t h e  m a j o r i t y )  person- 
a l l y  l o y a l  t o  him w e r e  no t  a t  any t i m e  under PSP d i s c i p l i n e ;  
t h i s  meant t h a t  Castro 's  conduct could  n o t  be p r e d i c t e d  and 
c o n t r o l l e d  w i t h  conf idence  by t h e  PSP or t h e  CPSU. Che 
Guevara, wh i l e  a pro-Communist and m i l i t a n t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
who rendered impor tan t  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  PSP b e f o r e  and a f t e r  
Castro reached power, was also probably  an a l l y  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a s e r v a n t  01 t h e  PSP, who could  and d i d  t a k e  p o s i t i o n s  
on many matters which were c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  wishes of the 
PSP and CPSU l e a d e r s .  And even R a u l  Castro, who more t h a n  
any o t h e r  s i n g l e  i n d i v i d u a l  w a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  growth 
of Communist i n f l u e n c e  i n  Cuba, seems t o  have demonstrated 
t h a t  h i s  fundamental  a l l e g i a n c e  w a s  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t o  t h e  PSP on occas ions  when t h e  two came i n ' c o n f l i c t ,  
as t h e y  d i d  i n  e a r l y .  1962. 
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Secondly,  there w a s  i n i t i a l l y  a s t r o n g  element  i n  t h e  
26 th  of J u l y  movement which was non-Communist or even a n t i -  
Communist; a l though most l e a d e r s  of t h i s  group were purged 
i n  1959 and 1960 as t h e  power of the  PSP grew, a few persons  
be l i eved  t o  hold such  views have been r e t a i n e d  by Castro t o  
t h i s  day i n  impor tan t  m i l i t a r y  p o s i t i o n s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  because 
of t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  l o y a l t y  t o  him and because of t h e i r  use- 
f u l n e s s  as an ins t rument  of blackmai l  a g a i n s t  t h e  PSP and 
t h e  Sov ie t  Union. There is good ev idence  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
be fo re  F ide l  Castrows seizure of power, t h e  PSP and t h e  
CPSU w e r e  by no  m e a n s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  he (if n o t  R a u l  and 
Guevara) w a s  adequa te ly  i n d o c t r i n a t e d ,  t h a t  he  would n o t  
end by b e t r a y i n g  t h e  Communists and compromising w i t h  t he  
moderates i n  his movement, as many "pet ty-bourgeois"  revolu- 
t i o n a r i e s  i n  Latin A m e r i c a  had done before h i m .  S ince  t h e  
bulk  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  of t h e  2 6 t h  of J u l y  movement 
were l o y a l  t o  Castro p e r s o n a l l y  and n o t  t o  the PSP, d e s p i t e  
a l l  . t he  PSP effor ts  at i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  and i n f i l t r a t i o n ,  
there was l i t t l e  t h e  p a r t y  could  have done i n  such  an e v e n t .  

And f i n a l l y ,  w h i l e  t h e  dominant s t r a i n  i n  t h e  26th  
of J u l y  l e a d e r s h i p  was indeed radical  and an$ i-American, 
it tended t o  be even more r a d i c a l  t h a n  the CPSU would  de- 
sire. The views of leaders s u c h  as  Armando H a r t ,  now Minis- 
ter  of Educat ion,  and Guevara appear  t o  have run  c l o s e l y  
p a r a l l e l  t o  those of t h e  T r o t s k y i t e s  on c e r t a i n  i s s u e s ,  par-  
t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e i r  r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a' "peace- 
f u l  road" toward t h e  overthrow of t h e  bourgeo i s i e ,  i n  their  
i n s i s t e n c e  on the  need f o r  armed s t r u g g l e  as t h e  o n l y  avenue 
t o  power, and i n  t h e i r  m i l i t a n t  demand t h a t  armed s t r u g g l e  
be extended everywhere throughout  L a t i n  America wi thou t  
de lay .  A f t e r  their advent  t o  power i n  Cuba,  many of t h e  
Cuban leaders a p p a r e n t l y  a l s o  came t o  fee l - -aga in  r emin i scen t  
of T r o t s k y ' s  p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Bolshevik revolu-  
t i on - - tha t  u n l e s s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  were s u c c e s s f u l l y  extended 
t o  o t h e r  L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s  t h e i r  power a t  home wou ld  
never  be secure a g a i n s t  t h e  United States. Also T r o t s k y i t e  
w a s  t h e i r  i n s i s t ence - -a s  fo rma l i zed  by Guevara, i n  d i r e c t  
Con t rad ic t ion  t o  t h e  p r e c e p t s  of t h e  CPSU--that one need 
no t  w a i t  f o r  a l l  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  a r e v o l u t i o n  t o  be 
p r e s e n t ,  s i n c e  armed i n s u r r e c t i o n  could  i t s e l f  create the  
"subject ive"-~precondk%ions.  Worse of a l l ,  from t h e  p o i n t  of 
view of t h e  CPSU, a l l  t h i s  w a s  harmonious w i t h  the  l i n e  
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which t h e  Chinese Communist p a r t y  w a s  p reach ing  w i t h  inc reas -  
i n g  v i g o r  t o  rad ica l  f o r c e s  i n  underdeveloped areas; a l l  t h e  
more so  s i n c e  t h e  method of armed s t r u g g l e  p r a c t i c e d  by t h e  
2 6 t h  of J u l y  movement and subsequen t ly  d e p i c t e d  i n  a book 
by Guevara as t h e  model f o r  L a t i n  America--Guerrilla War- - 
fare--was i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  minds of many L a t i n  Americans 
w i t h  Maoist p r a c t i c e  and t each ings .  

I n i t i a l  Sov ie t  and Chinese A t t i t u d e s  Toward C a s t r o  

I n  n e g l e c t i n g  Castro and opposing h i s  tactics u n t i l  
w e l l  i n t o  t h e  l a s t  y e a r  b e f o r e  h i s  v i c t o r y ,  t h e  PSP w a s  
probably f u l l y  suppor t ed  by t h e  CPSU, which e v i d e n t l y  took  
a d i m  view of Castro's  methods of s t r u g g l e ,  h i s  chances of 
success, and h i s  r e l i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  even t  of success. 
Sov ie t  propaganda throughout  1957 and t h e  g r e a t e r  pa r t  of 
1958 w a s  n o t a b l e  for  its t o t a l  absence of p e r s o n a l  p r a i s e  
for Castro; it suppor ted  on ly  t h e  a n t i - B a t i s t a  movement i n  
g e n e r a l i z e d  and r o u t i n e  t e r m s .  Sov ie t  comment s i m i l a r l y  
ignored the  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  of A p r i l  1958, c a l l e d  a t  the 
u rg ing  of the 26 th  of J u l y  movement b u t  sabatoged by t h e  
PSP. A t  t h e  t i m e  of C a s t r o ' s  t r iumphal  e n t r y  i n t o  Havana 
i n  January 1955, t h e  CPSU w a s  bo th  hopefu l  and d i s t r u s t f u l .  
The Sov ie t  p a r t y  p r i v a t e l y  warned t h e  PSP i n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
f a s h i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  e v e n t s  could go  e i t h e r  way, t h a t  
t h e  outcome would depend on t h e  Cuban p a r t y ' s  e f f o r t s ,  and 
t h a t  t h e  Cuban " n a t i o n a l  bourgeois ie"  (i. e , Cast ro)  might 
e a s i l y  attempt t o  b e t r a y  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  as Nasser had i n  
Egypt.  T h i s  estimate w a s  reflected i n  S o v i e t  propaganda 
du r ing  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  months of C a s t r o ' s  regime,  as Moscow 
h a i l e d  t h e  overthrow of B a t i s t a  as ano the r  d e f e a t  f o r  U.S. 
"imperial ism" b u t  r e se rved  its judgment of Castro and h i s  
"democratic i n t e n t  i o n s .  '' 

/ 

While Chinese p u b l i c  comment d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p o r t i o n  
of Castro 's  gue r r i l l a  war was even more r e t i c e n t  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  a n t i - B a t i s t a  movement t h a n  t h a t  of Moscow, an important  
change occurred wi th  t h e  upsurge i n  gue r r i l l a  f i g h t i n g  i n  
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Apri l  1958. On 5 A p r i l ,  an  ar t ic le  i n  t h e  P e i p i n g  Daily* 
mentioned C a s t r o  by name f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ;  and o n m p r i l ,  
t h e  P e i p i n g  Ta Kung Pao carried t h e  f i r s t  e x t e n s i v e  commen- 
t a r y  on C a s t =  a n d h r m o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  b l o c  c e n t r a l  p r e s s .  
This ar t ic le  provided a biography of Castro, l i s t e d  h i s  de- 
clared aims (which were o s t e n s i b l y  moderate) , and p o i n t e d l y  
s ta ted  (as Moscow had n o t )  t h a t  t h e  Cuban PSP had d e c l a r e d  
its i n t e n t i o n  t o  s u p p o r t  C a s t r o ' s  g u e r r i l l a s .  I t  is appar- 
e n t  t h a t  Pe ip ing  decided a t  t h i s  Junc tu re  t h a t  Castro's 
s t r u g g l e  might s e r v e  as a u s e f u l  example of t h e  e f f i c a c y  of 
Maoist t ac t i c s  i n  L a t i n  America; s i n c e  Castro's v i c t o r y ,  
of cour se ,  Pe ip ing  has  emphasized t h i s  p o i n t  c o u n t l e s s  
t i m e s  i n  its propaganda. 

Th i s  does not mean, however, t h a t  t h e  Chinese Commu- 
n i s t  a p p r a i s a l  of Cast ro  as a p o l i t i c a l  figure w a s  i n i t i -  
a l l y  more conf iden t  t h a n  t h a t  of the USSR. On t h e  c o n t r a r y :  

by an a u t h o r i t a t i v e  Chinese Communist f i g u r e  , probably  i n  
1 9 5 a  r e v e a l  t h a t  Pe ip ing  a t  t h a t  p o i n t  cons ide red  Castro 
a doub t fu l  case. The Chinese speake r  h e a v i l y  emphasized 
t o  his l i s t e n e r s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of s e i z i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
of t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n s  from t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  n a t i o n a l  bour- 
g e o i s i e ,  s i n c e  "no matter how l e f t i s t  t h e  f o r c e s  of  t h e  
bourgeo i s i e  may be,  t h e y  cannot  f u l f i l l  t h e  task of t h e  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  imper ia l i sm,  f e u d a l i s m ,  and the comprador 
bourgeo i s i e . "  He t h e n  went on t o  t a k e  no te  of an apparent  
except  ion--implying t h a t  Castro r e p r e s e n t e d  such " l e f t i s t "  
bourgeois  forces--but  a lso implied some s c e p t i c i s m  about h i m :  

L S  
1 

The r e c e n t  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Cuba has  been r a t h e r  
rad ica l ,  b u t  whether a c o n s i s t e n t  road  is 
t o  be cont inued  depends on whether t h e  pro- 
m i s e s  p r e v i o u s l y  expres sed  are f u l f i l l e d ,  

*This is t h e  municipal  p a r t y  organ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  na- 
t i o n a l  p a r t y  organ ,  P e o p l e ' s  Dai ly .  

, I 
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It remains t o  be s e e n  what c o n c r e t e  a t t i t u d e  
t h e y  w i l l  adopt  a g a i n s t  imper ia l i sm,  f euda l -  
i s m ,  and t h e  csmprador bourgeo i s i e ,  

In  s h o r t ,  wh i l e  i t .  is q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a t  t h e  
moment Castro came t o  power he w a s  a l r e a d y  i r r e t r i e v a b l y  
committed t o  t h e  c o u r s e  he  w a s  subsequen t ly  t o  fo l low,  i f  
so, t h i s  was unknown to the CPSU and t h e  CCP. 

The Changing Sov ie t  P o s i t i o n  Toward Castso, 1959-1960 

By April 1959, however, S o v i e t  propaganda began t o  
r e f l e c t  i n c r e a s i n g  conf idence  t h a t  Castro. d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  
good re la t ions w i t h  tho United S t a t e s ,  t h a t  t h e  PSP was - 
achiev ing  a s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n  i n  h i s  regime, and Castro could  
be used So s e r v e  S o v i e t  i n t e r e s t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  United S t a t e s  
i n  L a t i n  America. T h i s  conf idence  grew as Cuban r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s  s t e a d i l y  worsened throughout  1959 
and e a r l y  1960, and as Cas t ro  made e v e r  more apparent  h i s  
i n t e n t i o n  t o  a l l y  himself  w i t h  t h e  PSP and t o  d e s t r o y  t h o s e  
of his o l d  followers who opposed t h i s  course .  However, what 
was m o s t  s t r i k i n g  about  t h e  S o v i e t  government g s  a t t i t u d e  dur- 
i n g  t h e  f i r s t  yea r  and a h a l f  of C Z L S ~ ~ Q ' S  regime w a s  t h e  
slowness and c a u t i o n  w i t h  which Moscow moved t o  establ ish 
formal  t i e s  wi th  Havana. Although t h e  USSR had recognized  
t h e  new government t e n  days  a f t e r  its es t ab l i shmen t  i n  
January 1959, it w a s  no t  u n t i l  May 1960 t h a t  Moscow fo rma l ly  
announced its i n t e n t i o n  of establ i s h i n g  d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  
and it was no t  u n t i l  Bugust 1960 t h a t  a Sov ie t  embassy w a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  S i m i l a r l y ,  a l though  t h e r e  w e r e  i n t e r m i t t e n t  
Cuban m i l i t a r y  contacts w i t h  b l o c  c o u n t r i e s  d u r i n g  1959, 
no tab ly  wi th  Czechoslovakia ,  C a s t r o  cont inued  to be e n t i r e l y  
dependent for  new weapons upon arm purchases  i n  Western 
Europe--decreasingly a v a i l a b l e  as a r e s u l t  of U . S .  p r e s s u r e  
upon its a l l i e s - - u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  s p r i n g  of 1960. 

There were s e v e r a l  apparent  r e a s o n s  for t h i s  l o n g  
Sov ie t  hes i t ancy .  F i r s t ,  d e s p i t e  all Castro's  measures 
a g a i n s t  t h e  Cuban anti-Communists and on behal f  of t h e  PSP, 
t h e  S o v i e t s  cont inued  to  have r e s e r v a t i o n s  about him. As 
l a t e  as January 1960, a t  a t i m e  when C a s t r o  had a l r e a d y  
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a l iena ted  t h e  g r e a t  bu lk  of t h e  Cuban middle  classes, a 
lecturer a t  t h e  Khabarovsk Higher P a r t y  School n o t  o n l y  
r e p e a t e d  t h a t  Castro was n o t  a p a r t y  man, b u t  i d e n t i f i e d  
him as a defender  of t h e  interests of " the p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e  
and pa r t  of  t h e  n a t i o n a l  bourgeois ie . "  This  i n  i t s e l f  
would  h a r d l y  have prevented  the  USSR from e s t a b l i s h i n g  
d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  and f u r n i s h i n g  m i l i t a r y  h e l p  t o  
Cuba, s i n c e  t h e  S o v i e t s  had done t h a t  much f o r  Nasser, 
who a c t u a l l y  pe r secu ted  h i s  local Communists. B u t  coupled  
w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Castro w a s  n o t  under f i r m  CPSU c o n t r o l  
w a s  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  h i s  regime showed an e x t e r n a l  adventur ism 
which t h e  S o v i e t s  probably  found dangerous and alarming:  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  so in t h e  case of t h e  unsuccessfu l  armed inva- 
s i o n s  which w e r e  launched from C u b a  a g a i n s t  t h e  Dominican 
Republ ic ,  Panama, and H a i t i  i n  1959. F i n a l l y ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  
of Castro's conduct  it w a s  p robably  thought  i nexped ien t  t o  
create close t i e s  w i t h  him d u r i n g  a pe r iod  when d e t e n t e  
t ac t ics  were b e i n g  pursued toward t h e  United States i n  t h e  
hope of e x t r a c t i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  concess ions  i n  Europe. 

Cuba appa ren t ly  came t o  an end wi th  Miltoyan's v i s i t  t o  
Havana, d u r i n g  which a Cuban-Soviet economic agreement w a s  
s igned  and publ i shed;  s imul taneous ly  a Cuban arms-purchas- 
ing  miss ion  r e p o r t e d l y  v i s i t e d  Czechoslovakia.  By t h i s  
t i m e  t h e  S o v i e t s  may a l r e a d y  have begun t o  suspec t  t h a t  no 
major  concess ions  would be for thcoming a t  t h e  s u m m i t  con- 
f e r e n c e  , a s u s p i c i o n  which was probably  confirmed d u r i n g  
Khrushchev's v i s i t  t o  France i n  March. I n  A p r i l ,  a S o v i e t  
i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  s h i f t  t h e  emphasis of its p o l i c y  was probably  
g iven  g r e a t e r  impetus by t h e  mapsive Chinese p r e s s  a t t a c k  
i n  t h e  "Long Live  Leninism" art icles upon t h e  a l l e g e d  Soviet 
p r o p e n s i t y  t o  dampen t h e  m i l i t a n c y  of t h e  " n a t i o n a l  l ibera- 
t i o n  movement" t o  f a c i l i t a t e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  West. 
I n  May, t h e  USSR u t i l i z e d  t h e  U-2 i n c i d e n t  t o  p reven t  nego- 
t i a t i o n s  a t  t h e  summit  from be ing  he ld ;  t h a t  same month, 
t h e  r e -e s t ab l i shmen t  of formal  d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s  between 
Cuba and t h e  S o v i e t  Union was announced, and e x t e n s i v e  Cuban 
m i l i t a r y  n e g o t i a t i o n s  were undertaken w i t h  t h e  USSR and 
Czechoslovakia ,  B l o c  m i l i t a r y  shipments  began t o  a r r i v e  i n  
Cuba d u r i n g  t h e  summer, as d i d  a Sov ie t  ambassador i n  August. 
By t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  Cuban government had presumably l o n g  s i n c e  
agreed t o  abandon c r u d e  a t t e m p t s  a t  invas ion  of ne ighbor ing  

In  February 1960, t h i s  phase of  Sov ie t  p o l i c y  toward 
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states  such as t h e  ones  undertaken i n  1959, t h u s  reducing  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of embarrassment t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union as a 
r e s u l t  of its new p o s t u r e  toward Cuba.  

It  w a s  a t  about  t h i s  t i m e ,  du r ing  a v i s i t  by R a u l  
Cas t ro  t o  Czechoslovakia  and t h e  Sov ie t  Union i n  June and 
J u l y  f o r  f u r t h e r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  on arms shipments  and m i l i -  
t a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  C a s t r o  regime probably made the  
f i r s t  of s e v e r a l  a t t e m p t s  t o  secure from t h e  USSR a f i r m  
and p u b l i c  commitment t o  take m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
United States i n  t h e  even t  of a U.S. i nvas ion  of Cuba.  
This Khrushchev w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  f l a t l y  unwi l l i ng  t o  g r a n t .  
Cuba was d e f i n i t e l y  n o t  a v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  USSR; a 
U.S.  i nvas ion  of Cuba w a s  a d i s t i n c t  p o s s i b i l i t y ;  and t h e  
Sov ie t  s t a t e  w o u l d  n e i t h e r  r i s k  its e x i s t e n c e  by t a k i n g  
d e c i s i v e  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  event  of such  an invas ion ,  
nor  j e o p a r d i z e  its p r e s t i g e  by making an unequivocal  com- 
mitment t o  t a k e  such  a c t i o n  wi thout  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  t o  do so, 
i n  t h e  knowledge t h a t  its b l u f f  might w e l l  be called. Khru- 
shchev was appa ren t ly  w i l l i n g ,  however, t o  do t h e  n e x t  b e s t  
t h i n g  i n  an attempt t o  deter t h e  United States: H e  w o u l d  
make an equivoca l  commitment. In  a speech on 9 Ju ly ,  Khru-  
shchev s a i d  t h a t  'If i g u s a t i v e l y  speaking ,  '' S o v i e t  r o c k e t s  
"can suppor t"  Cuba i n  t h e  case of an American i n v a s i o n .  
Subsequent Sov ie t  s t a t e m e n t s  on Cuba over  t h e  nex t  few 
months, w h i l e  f o r c e f u l  i n  t o n e , *  were even less c o n c r e t e  on 
t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  n a t u r e  of Sov ie t  suppor t  f o r  Cuba. 
Cuban propaganda a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  a t tempted t o  ignore  os 
b e l i t t l e  t h e  " f i g u r a t i v e "  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  Khrushchev had at-  
tached  t o  h i s  r o c k e t  t h r e a t ;  and it seems l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n  cont inued  t o  a g i t a t e  Cuban-Soviet r e l a t i o n s  through- 

a report  from "high Cuban Communist p a r t y  circles" c22 e f f e c t  summerL that "word has come from Moscow t h a t  t h e  USSR 
w i l l  n o t  launch  missiles a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S. i n  t h e  even t  of 
an a t t a c k  on Cuba." T h i s  r e p o r t  went on t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  

*On 12  J u l y  1960 , f o r  example, Khrushchev launched t h e  
f i r s t  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  Sov ie t  a t t a c k  on t h e  Monroe Doct r ine .  
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YJSSR w i l l  a t t empt  t o  draw m a x i m u m  propaganda advantage 
throughout  t h e  world i n  case of such  aggres s ion ,  bu t  Cuba 
w i l l  be r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  role of a martyr ."  Th i s  would 
almost c e r t a i n l y  have been t h e  Sov ie t  response  i f  t h e  U.S. 
i t s e l f  had invaded Cuba ,  and it is c r e d i b l e  t h a t  t h e  PSP 
by October had become informed of t h i s  f a c t .  By' October ,  
too, C a s t r o  himself  is l i k e l y  t o  have become informed of 
t h e  invas ion  p l a n s  which w e r e  a c t u a l l y  under p r e p a r a t i o n ,  . 
and on 22 October 1960 a Castro r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  made ano the r  
a t t empt  t o  p u t  p r e s s u r e  on Khrushchev, t h i s  t i m e  p u b l i c l y .  
In  an i n t e r v i e w  w.ith Khrushchev, Carlos Franqui ,  t h e  e d i t o r  
of  Revolucion who had f r e q u e n t l y  se rved  as Castroes d i r e c t  
mouthpiece,  asked what Khrushchev thought  of t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  
of  " the  i m p e r i a l i s t s "  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  p ledge  t o  u s e  r o c k e t s  
t o  defend Cuba w a s  q t p u r e l y  symbolic." (Actua l ly ,  i t  w a s  
Khrushchev, n o t  t he  " i m p e r i a P i s t s , "  who had s a i d  t h i s . )  
Khrushchev's r e p l y  was a g a i n  ambiguous and e v a s i v e .  Two 
weeks la ter ,  F i d e l  Castro c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  i n  a p u b l i c  
speech  t h a t  Cuba could  n o t  count  on Sov ie t  r o c k e t s  f o r  sup- 
p o r t  a g a i n s t  t h e  United S t a t e s .  In  l i e u  of g i v i n g  Castro 
what he wanted, t h e  USSR began i n  l a t e  October a s t r i d e n t  
propaganda campaign i n  denunc ia t ion  of t h e  planned invas ion .  
As w i l l  be s e e n ,  Castro's  cont inued pre-occupat ion w i t h  
s e c u r i n g  a meaningful S o v i e t  commitment t o  defend him w a s  
t o  have a s t r o n g  e f f e c t  on h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi%h bo th  Moscow 
and t h e  PSP i n  1961 and 1962. 

Chinese Communist R e l a t i o n s  With t h e  Castroi tes ,  1959-1960 

The access ion  t o  power of a pro-Communist regime i n  
C u b a  r e p r e s e n t e d  a change which was even more impor tan t  t o  
Pe ip ing  than  t o  Moscow, U n t i l  t h e n ,  u n l i k e  t h e  USSR, t h e  
Chinese Communj-st regime w a s  t o t a l l y  excluded from d i p l o -  
matic r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  L a t i n  America; wi thout  a f i r m  l e g a l  
base  from which t o  o p e r a t e ,  Pe ip ing  had f a r  more d i f f i c u l t i e s  
t h a n  d i d  Moscow i n  promoting its views i n  t h i s  area, and par -  
t i c u l a r l y  i n  r each ing  t h a t  broad s e c t i o n  of l e f t i s t  a n t i -  
American p u b l i c  op in ion  o u t s i d e  of - t h e  l o c a l  Communist par-  
t ies  which t h e  Chinese subsequent ly  showed themselves  espe- 
c i a l l y  eager  t o  i n f l u e n c e .  And al though a Chinese embassy 
was no t  f o r m a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Havana f o r  n e a r l y  two y e a r s ,  
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long  b e f o r e  t h a t  Pe ip ing  took advantage of its o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a propaganda base  i n  Cuba: i n  March 1959, two 
months a f t e r  t h e  new regime was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  an NCNA o f f i c e  
was set u p  i n  Havana which subsequent ly  became t h e  NCNA 
headquar t e r s  f o r  L a t i n  America. When Castro's p r e s s  agency, 
P rensa  L a t i n a ,  was set  up a few months la ter ,  NCNA immedi- 
a t e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t r o n g  t i e s  w i t h  it, w a s  housed i n  t h e  
same b u i l d i n g  w i t h  it i n  Havana, and subsequent ly  f u r n i s h e d  
important  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  it. 

Although o r i g i n a l l y ,  as has  been seen ,  P e i p i n g  was 
somewhat dubious about  F i d e l  C a s t r o ' s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  its 
op in ion  of him appears  t o  have improved r a p i d l y  as he showed 
h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  a l l y  himself  f i r m l y  wi th  t h e  PSP, and--of 
f a r  g r e a t e r  importance--as he  demonstrated an implacable  
h o s t i l i t y  toward t h e  United S t a t e s .  Such h o s t i l i t y  f i t  i n  

p o l i c y :  t o  i so la te  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  P e i p i n g ' s  p r i n c i p a l  
enemy, and t o  g e n e r a t e  t h e  m a x i m u m  p o s s i b l e  h a t r e d  of t h e  
United S t a t e s  and p r e s s u r e  a g a i n s t  U.S. p o l i c y  i n  e v e r y  
coun t ry  of t h e  world.* H e r e  t h e r e  was a co inc idence  of 
i n t e r e s t s  between t h e  Cuban and Chinese Communist regimes; 
each  d e s i r e d  such  a t o t a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of f o r c e s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  L a t i n  America, a t  l eas t  i n  p a r t ,  be- 
cause it recognized  t h e  power of  t h e  United S t a t e s  as t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e  f i n a l  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of i ts own r u l e  
a t  home. The Sov ie t  Union has  no s u c h  mot iva t ion ;  a l though 
Moscow a l s o  has  a t tempted  t o  u s e  Cuba i n  a long-term e f f o r t  
t o  weaken t h e  posTt ion  of t h e  United S t a t e s  th roughout  L a t i n  
America, t h e  S o v i e t s  have o f t e n  been i n h i b i t e d  from f u l l y  

, w e l l  w i th  t h e  c e n t r a l  aims of Chinese Communist f o r e i g n  

*An unsigned a r t ic le  in t h e  Sov ie t  p a r t y  j o u r n a l ,  Kommu- 
n i s t ,  No, 11, 31 J u l y  1963, s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  Chinese h r  
t he i r  own concept ion  of t h e  "main c o n t r a d i c t  ion" i n  modern 
t i m e s  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s p h e r e ,  and ma in ta in  t h a t  t h e  
" in te rmediary  zone" i n c l u d e s  "a l l  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  
(except  t h e  USA), t h e  young independent states,  and t h e  
remnants of t h e  c o l o n i a l  empires ."  I n  o t h e r  words, i n  t h e  
Chinese view, a l l  c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  world m u s t  be tu rned  
a g a i n s t  on ly  one,  t h e  U . S .  

- 
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matching t h e  s t r i d e n c y  of Cuban and Chinese denunc ia t ions  
of t h e  United States by t h e  need to do b u s i n e s s  w i t h  t h e  
U.S. on o t h e r  matters.* 9 

A second p o i n t  of agreement between t h e  Castroites 
and t h e  Chinese Communists h a s  been on t h e  need t o  encourage 
m a x i m u m  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  throughout  L a t i n  America, and 
on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of g u e r r i l l a  war fa re  t o  tha t  
s t r u g g l e .  As has  been noted,  as e a r l y  as Apr i l  1958 the  
Chinese demonstrated t h a t  they  recognized  the p o t e n t i a l  use-  
f u l n e s s  of F i d e l  Castro's g u e r r i l l a  w a r  as an example f o r  
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  of L a t i n  America, I n  propaganda comment after 
Castro's v i c t o r y ,  t h e  Chinese r e p e a t e d l y  pounded this l e s s o n  
home, w i t h  many a l l u s i o n s  t o  p a r a l l e l s  between Castro 's  
strategy and Maoist precepts. An ar t ic le  i n  t h e  Chinese 
j o u r n a i -  S t u d i e s  I n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s ,  f o r  example, t h u s  
s ta ted i n  J a n u a r y 1 9 6 0  t h a t  

t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  is a good example of 
n a t  i o n a l  democrat i c  r e v o l u t i o n s  i n  A s i a ,  
Africa, and L a t i n  A m e r i c a .  Through peop le ' s  
armed s t rugg le ' ,  the r e v o l u t i o n  first estab- 
l i s h e d  its bases i n  r u r a l  areas, t h e n  s u r -  
rounded c i t i e s  by  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  forces i n  
v i l l a g e s ,  and f i n a l l y  sezied ci t ies  and 
p o l  it i c a l  power. 

Th i s ,  of course, is t h e  classical  Maoist d o c t r i n e  as 
p r a c t i c e d  by t h e  ,Peop le ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army i n  China and as 
d isseminated  i n  pamphlets of Mao's works throughout  L a t i n  
America. On 26 J u l y  1961, Peop le ' s  Dai ly  s i m i l a r l y  a s s e r t e d  

*To c i t e  but  one of many examples: 
t h e  speech d e l i v e r e d  by uevara  i n  Moscow dn L F F a  ecem er 60 immediately a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  from Pe ip ing  

was much more v i o l e n t  i n  its abuse of t h e  U.S. t h a n  t h e  
v e r s i o n  subsequen t ly  publ i shed  i n  Pravda.  The USSB was t h e n  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  anxious n o t  t o  j e o p a r d i z e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
incoming U. S . admin is tr  a t  ion  e 
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t h a t  " the  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  was t h e  first r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  
America t h a t  won v i c t o r y  by armed s t r u g g l e , "  t h a t  t h e  L a t i n  
American peop les  w e r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  fo l lowing  ? lCuba ' s  p a t h ,  " 
and t h a t  "the people  * s  armed s t r u g g l e "  was sweeping through 
L a t i n  America. On 10 December 1961, a Peop le ' s  Da i ly  O b s e r -  
v e r  a r t ic le  declared t h a t  " the  r e v o l u t i o n  of t h  eChinese 
people  ... h a s  e x e r t e d  a tremendous i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  people  
of a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  of Asia, Mrica ,  and 
L a t i n  America. It added t h a t  " the  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  theories,  
s t r a t e g y ,  and tact ics  summed up b y  t h e  Chinese people i n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r a c t i c e  and expressed  i n  Comrade Mao Tse- 
t u n g ' s  w r i t i n g s  are c a r r y i n g  more and more weight" i n  such  
c o u n t r i e s ,  and t h a t  "pamphlets i n t r o d u c i n g  g u e r r i l l a  war fa re  
i n  China" have "wide c i r c u l a t i o n  and are looked on as pre- 
cious t h i n g s "  i n  Africa, L a t i n  America, and Asia. 

The Chinese probably e a r l y  became aware t h a t  t he  m o s t  
f e r v e n t  and prominent advoca tes  of these views w i t h  t h e  
Castro regime were n o t  t h e  PSP l e a d e r s ,  b u t  t h e  r ad ica l  
Castroites a l l i e d  t o  t h e  PSP, such  as Guevara, Armando H a r t ,  
and F i d e l  Castro h imsel f .  Guevara in p a r t i c u l a r  was in- 
s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  d i s semina t ion  of views a k i n  t o  t h o s e  of 
Mao when he publ i shed  i n  e a r l y  1960 a brochure of h i s  own 
e n t i t l e d  G u e r r i l l a  Warfare which was q u i c k l y  r e p r i n t e d  wide ly  
i n  L a t i n  America and which became a source of guidance  and 
i n s p i r a t i o n  for c e r t a i n  radical forces of each c o u n t r y  bo th  
i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  local Communist party. While Guevara 
acknowledged t h a t  t h e  " o b j e c t i v e "  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  a revolu-  
t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n - - t h e  misery of t h e  m a s s e s - - m u s t  ex is t  be- 
fore g u e r r i l l a  warfare could  be s u c c e s s f u l l y  employed, he 
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  o t h e r  necessa ry  c o n d i t i o n  for  a r e v o l u t i o n  
--the masses' w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  revol t - -could  be created by t h e  
course of g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  i t s e l f .  Pe ip ing  h a s  endorsed 
t h i s  p o s i t i o n ;  thus i n  February 1963 t h e  Chinese p r e s s  quoted 
t h e  Cuban army newspaper as warning t h a t  '*to r e l y  e n t i r e l y  
on o b j e c t i v e  cond i t ions"  to begin  n a t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n s  is 
"to nega te  Marxism-Leninism, It \ 

C a s t s o i t e  spokesmen have on a number of occas ions  
r e c i p r o c a t e d  by e x p l i c i t l y  endor s ing  a number of Chinese 
views on m i l i t a n t  s t r u g g l e  and o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  which were 
known t o  be under Sov ie t  a t t a c k .  During Guevara 's  v i s i t  
t o  China i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1960, for example, he p a i d  ex t r ava -  
g a n t  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  va lue  of "Chinese expe r i ences"  for  
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L a t i n  America. On 20 November 1960, he h a i l e d  " the  peop le ' s  
communes and a l l  t h e  o t h e r  s o c i a l  systems adopted by China" 
and dec la red  t h a t  "one of t h e s e  methods or something similar ' '  
might be adopted i n  t h e  Western Hemisphere,* The nex t  day,  
he a s s e r t e d  t h a t  n o t  peace fu l  methods but  armed s t r u g g l e  
on t h e  Cuban model w a s  t h e  avenue f o r  t h e  t r iumph of revo- 
l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  America--a p o i n t  which has  been many t i m e s  
enunc ia t ed  a t  home by F i d e l  Castro, The f i n a l  communique 
Guevara s igned  on 30 November expressed  admi ra t ion  for Chi- 
nese  advances "along t h e  c o r r e c t  pa th  of t h e  g e n e r a l  l i n e ,  
t h e  b i g  l e a p  forward,  and t h e  p e o p l e * s  commune," and warned 

* A t  about t h i s  t i m e ,  I ]quoted 
him as b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  CPR should  p rov ide  t h e  economic 
model f o r  Cuba; and a yea r  e a r l i e r ,  

form I n s t i t u t e  (INRA) expressed  t h e  view t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  
"do n o t  have a chance i n  Cuba," s i n c e  INRA o f f i c i a l s  viewed 
China as t h e  "model s t a t e "  wh i l e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  S o v i e t s  a s  
"degenerate  Communists ." 11 low-level  f u n c t i o n a r y  of t h e  
Chinese Communist Min i s t ry  of Fore ign  A f f a i r s  who v i s i t e d  
Cuba i n  1961 subsequen t ly  is be l i eved  t o  have claimed-] 

'hara t o  copy C h i n a ' s  example," a n d i t h a t  once when p repa r ing  
a n a t i o n a l  economic r e p o r t  on C u b a  he had te lephoned t h e  
Chinese ambassador and asked to borrow a r e p o r t  CPR V i c e  
Premier L i  Fu-chun had made o n l y  two weeks be fo re .  I f  t h i s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a p u b l i c  r e p o r t  by L i ,  it can o n l y  have been 
t h e  one he gave t o  t h e  Na t iona l  Peop le ' s  Congress i n  March 
1960 on t h e  d r a f t  1960 economic p l a n ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, 
a CPR Ambassador d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  i n  Havana u n t i l  December 
1960. The Chinese,  moreover, have been prone even among 
themselves  t o  exagge ra t e  somewhat t h e  e x t e n t  of t h e i r  in-  
f l u e n c e  i n  Cuba. I f  Guevara d i d  hold such  views of t h e  
Chinese economic model i n  1959 and 1960, which is p o s s i b l e ,  
he seems subsequent ly  t o  have r e v i s e d  them d r a s t i c a l l y ,  
p a r t l y  as a r e s u l t  of h i s  expe r i ences  as an a d m i n i s t r a t o r ,  
which a r e  known t o  have been sobe r ing ,  and p a r t l y ,  no doubt ,  
as a r e su l t  of  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  of d e t a i l s  of Chinese economic 
expe r i ence .  

I I h igh  off i c i a l s  of' the  Cuban Agrar ian Re-  

' t h a t  Guevara had ' ' s tudied 
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--as t h e  Chinese have r e p e a t e d l y  done i n  their  a t t a c k s  on 
S o v i e t  po l icy- -aga ins t  "any i l l u s i o n  about  imperial ism."  
A yea r  l a t e r ,  Cuban P r e s i d e n t  Dorticos s i m i l a r l y . t o l d  a 
mass r a l l y  i n  Pe ip ing  on 25 September 1961 t h a t  " h i s t o r y  
and d e s t i n y  have l i n k e d  u s  t o g e t h e r ;  t h e  e v o l u t i o n s  of t h e  
t w o  c o u n t r i e s  of China and Cuba took s i m i l a r  forms: guer- 
r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  i n  r u r a l  areas and a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of 
peasan t s . "  Raul Castro had made a similar p o i n t  d u r i n g  t h e  
v i s i t  of a Chinese j o u r n a l i s t s '  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  Cuba i n  J u l y  
1959, when he declared t h a t  Cuba and China had "many thnngs 
i n  common" and t h a t  Mao Tse-tung was "one of t h e  most r e s p e c t e d  
f i g u r e s  among L a t i n  American youth 

There are i n d i c a t i o n s  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  d u r i n g  1960 
t h e  Chinese at tempted s e v e r a l  times to-make use of t h e  
esteem i n  which t h e y  were h e l d  i n  Cuba  i n  their  s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  Sov ie t  Union. I 
circles had been to ld  t h  at  t h  e USSR w L 1 d  n o t  launch  m i s -  
s i les  a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  t h e  even t  of an invas ion  of 
Cuba, added t h a t  "Communist China does n o t  agree w i t h  t h i s  
p o s i t i o n . "  I n  view of t he  Chinese conduct two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
and i n  view of t h e  fact  t h a t  t h e  Chinese i n  t h e  e a r l y  f a l l  
of 1960 are known t o  have been i n t e n s i v e l y  lobbying  a g a i n s t  
Sov ie t  views and a c t i o n s  i n  e v e r y  pa r t  of  t h e  world,  it is 
q u i t e  credible t h a t  Pe ip ing  du r ing  t h i s  per iod i n  its con- 
tacts  w i t h  Cuban leaders made some a t tempt  t o  take advantage 
of Khrushchev's obvious d i s i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  commit himself  
f i r m l y  t o  defend Castro. If s u c h  a Chinese a t tempt  t o  d i s -  
credi t  t h e  USSR was made, it is l i k e l y  t o  have been directed 
a t  Castro as w e l l  as t h e  PSP 1eaders.n 

I high  Cuban CommunisL 

- 33 - 



. .  . 

A t  about t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  U.S. embassy i n  Havana also 
r e p o r t e d  vague i n d i c a t i o n s  from a number of  sources o f  a 
c e r t a i n  r e l u c t a n c e  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  S o v i e t  embassy i n  
Havana t o  see t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a Chinese Communist em- 
bassy  i n  Cuba. Havana and P e i p i n g  had announced t h e i r  in- 
t e n t i o n  t o  exchange d i p l o m a t i c  miss ions  i n  September, and 
a Chinese ambassador a c t u a l l y  a r r i v e d  in Cuba i n  December. 
Although t h e  USSR could  n o t  p reven t  t h i s  from happening, 
it is l i k e l y  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  indeed a matter of r e g r e t  f o r  
t h e  S o v i e t s ,  both because of  t h e  danger  of Chinese i n f l u -  
ence on C a s t r o  and t h e  PSP and because of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
of t h e  first (and only)  Chinese Communist embassy i n  L a t i n  
America for  f u t u r e  Chinese compe t i t i on  w i t h  t h e  CPSU f o r  
i n f l u e n c e  on r a d i c a l s  th roughout  t h e  hemisphere.  I n  mid- 
September 1960 a S o v i e t  p u b l i c  lecturer  i n  Moscow responded 
t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  "What is t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  t h e  CPR w i t h  
Cuba?", wi th  t h e  answer: "1 t h i n k  t h a t  is clear t o  a l l  of 
you. 

Meanwhile, t h e  Chinese i n  t h e  second h a l f  of 1960 
made s t r enuous  e f f o r t s  t o  compete w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t s  f o r  in-  
f l u e n c e  over  t h e  Cuban regime through propaganda e x p l o i t a -  
t i o n  of economic a i d ,  a l though t h i s  was a form of ass is tance 
i n  which Chinese c a p a b i l i t i e s  were weakest.  Fol lowing the 
s i g n i n g  of t h e  f i r s t  Sino-Cuban t r a d e  agreement i n  J u l y  
1960, t h e  Chinese c h a r t e r e d  a l a r g e  number of Western ves- 
se ls  t o  p i c k  up suga r  i n  Cuba and t o  d e l i v e r  Chinese goods, 
d e s p i t e  food s h o r t a g e s  a t  home and t h e  s t r a i n  a l r e a d y  be ing  
f e l t  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  trade commitments elsewhere. Sh ip loads  
of  Chinese r ice  a r r i v e d  i n  Havana i n  t h e  f a l l ,  accompanied 
by a v igorous  Chinese propaganda campaign t o  r e c o r d  Cuban 
g r a t i t u d e  and t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  CPR w a s  over- 
coming t h e  U.S. embargo f o r  Cuba. Meanwhile, some Chinese 
shipments  of rice t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union were h e l d  up, a t  
least  momentarily. I 

I 
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This  type  of p e t t y  r i v a l r y  w i t h  Moscow for t h e  f a v o r s  
of Castro's  regime was demonstrated aga in  by P e i p i n g  a t  t h e  
t i m e  of t h e  economic n e g o t i a t i o n s  conduqted by Guevasa i n  
China and t h e  Sov ie t  Union l a t e  i n  1960. Four days  a f t e r  
a 1 9  December communique concluded t h e  Soviet-Cuban nego t i a -  
t i o n s ,  t h e  Chinese Min i s t ry  of Fore ign  t r a d e  i s s u e d  an un- 
u s u a l  s t a t e m e n t  which seemed t o  c o n s t i t u t e  an addendum to 
t h e  s imilar  Sino-Cuban communique s igned  by Guevara i n  Pe i -  
p i n g  t h e  m n t h  be fo re .  The s t a t e m e n t  made two p o i n t s  t h a t  
had appeared i n  t h e  communique s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  USSR b u t  no t  
i n  t h a t  s igned  wi th  Pe ip ing:  one confirmed t h e  p r i c e  p e r  
pound t o  be p a i d  by China for Cuban s u g a r  ( equ iva len t  t o  
t h a t  t o  be p a i d  by t h e  USSR); and t h e  o t h e r  a f f i rmed  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of Chinese a i d  i n  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  U.S. embargo, 
a p o i n t  no ted  i n  r e s p e c t  t o ' .Sov ie t  a i d  i n  t h e  MOSCOW com- 
munique. The degree  of r i v a l r y  t h u s  d i sp layed  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
Guevara may i n  f a c t  have been able t o  make u s e  of Sino-Soviet  
p o l i t i c a l  compet i t ion  t o  p rocure  g r e a t e r  economic conces- 
s i o n s  from both s i d e s  t h a n  might o the rwise  have been f o r t h -  
coming. Some of t h e  more exaggera ted  s t a t e m e n t s  Guevara 
made i n  Pe ip ing  be fo re  h i s  Moscow n e g o t i a t i o n s  may have been 
made wi th  t h i s  i n  mind. 

The PSP Between C a s t r o ,  Moscow, and Pe ip ing ,  1959-1960 

There is every  i n d i c a t i o n  t ha t  t h e  PSP i n  t h e  y e a r s  
b e f o r e  Cas t ro  came to power w a s  comple te ly  l o y a l  to t h e  
CPSU and f a i t h f u l  t o  its d i r e c t i o n ;  t h e  early PSP n e g l e c t  
of Castro, f o r  which S o v i e t  l ec turers  l a t e r  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  
Cuban p a r t y ,  was pursued i n  conformi ty  w i t h  CPSU p o l i c y ,  
as w a s  t h e  subsequent  PSP t u r n  toward a close a l l i a n c e  w i t h  
C a s t r o  and o t h e r  a n t i - B a t i s t a  f o r c e s .  The PSP, l i k e  o t h e r  
L a t i n  American Communist p a r t i e s ,  was w i t h  Sov ie t  encourage- 
ment i n c r e a s i n g l y  exposed t o  Chinese i n f l u e n c e  a f t e r  1956, 
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and p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  1959; bu t  t h e r e  is no evidence  t h a t  
t h i s  had any e a r l y  e f f e c t  upon t h e  b a s i c  a l l e g i a n c e  of t h e  
PSP, l e a d e r s h i p .  * 

Such problems as may have arisen subsequent ly  i n  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  PSP and t h e  CPSU are m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  
have d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  PSP's compl ica ted  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  
Cas t ro .  On t h e  one hand, as w i l l  be seen ,  t h e  Cuban Com- 
munis t s  seem t o  have been i n c l i n e d  t o  p r e s s  Castro--par- 
t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  mid-l960--to move faster i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
of complete PSP r u l e  and t h e  p u b l i c  acknowledgement of a 
" s o c i a l i s t "  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a n  w a s  d e s i r a b l e  e i t h e r  for S o v i e t  
s t a t e  i n t e r e s t s  o r  for t h e  growth of  Sov ie t  i n f l u e n c e  else- 
where i n  L a t i n  America, On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  PSP, i n  
seek ing  t o  p rese rve  its i n f l u e n c e  ove r  t h e  C a s t r o i t e s ,  w a s  
fo rced  t o  a t tempt  to r e c o n c i l e  a f l u c t u a t i n g  and i n c o n s i s t -  
e n t  g e n e r a l  S o v i e t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  l i n e ,  which s o m e t i m e s  
s t r e s s e d  t h e  importance of r educ ing  t e n s i o n s  wi th  t h e  " im-  
p e r i a l i s t "  powers, w i th  t h e  m i l i t a n t ,  quas i -Tro t sky i t e ,  
quasi-Maoist  l i n e  of encouraging  v io len t  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  
America preached by C a s t r o  and Guevara. According t o  one 
r e p o r t ,  some PSP leaders - -notab ly  t h e  t r a d e  union s p e c i a l -  
ist Lazaro Pena--were g r e a t l y  d i s t u r b e d  i n  January  1960 by 
t h e  l i n e  t aken  by Khrushchev toward P r e s i d e n t  Eisenhower 
d u r i n g  t h e  d e t e n t e  pe r iod .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, o t h e r  re- 
p o r t s  of t h e  same pe r iod  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Pena, PSP Genera l  
S e c r e t a r y  B l a s  Roca, and o t h e r  PSP l e a d e r s  w e r e  a lso h i g h l y  
d i s t r u s t f u l  of t h e  ''Maoism" of - t h e  Castroites The f unda- 
mental  PSP l i n e  a p p a r e n t l y  cont inued  t o  be t h a t  of mainten- 
ance of  a p o s t u r e  of l o y a l t y  to t h e  CPSU, d e s p i t e  a l l  reser- 
v a t i o n s  about  CPSU p o l i c y ;  t h i s  was demonstrated a t  t h e  

*Thus i n  November 1959 t h e  PSP j o u r n a l  Fundamentos t r a n s -  
l a t e d  t h e  Chinese Communist ''Model Regula t ion  f o r  Advanced 
A g r i c u l t u r a l  Cooperat ives"  as a guide  f o r  t h e  format ion  of 
Cuban c o o p e r a t i v e s ;  t h i s  Chinese r e g u l a t i o n ,  however, w a s  
q u i t e  or thodox from t h e  S o v i e t  p o i n t  of view, as t h e  C h i -  
nese  "advanced coope ra t ive"  was comparable t o  t h e  S o v i e t  
kolkhoz The Chinese commune, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, w a s  n o t  
lauded by t h e  PSP, b u t  o n l y  by C a s t r o i t e s  such  as Guevara. 
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mul t i -pa r ty  conference  a t  Buchares t  i n  June 1960, where 
Ramon Ca lc ines ,  a PSP r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  is said t o  have de- 
c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i c y  of peace fu l  coexistence was bene f i -  
c i a l  t o  t h e  de fense  of Cuba. 

I n  Apr i l  1960 t h e  Chinese p a r t y  made its most v igor -  
o u t  a t tempt  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  PSP, d u r i n g  a n i n e - d a y ' v i s i t  
by B l a s  Roca t o  Pe ip ing .  Roca a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  CPR on 24 
Apri l - - in  t h e  mids t  of t h e  Chinese "Long Live  Leninism" 
ons laught  on Sov ie t  po l icy- -a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of t h e  Chinese 
Cen t ra l  eonunittee. Before d e p a r t i n g  on 2 May, he he ld  d i s -  
c u s s i o n s  w i t h  an unusual  number of members of  t h e  Chinese 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n c l u d i n g  Mao, General S e c r e t a r y  Teng Hsiao- 
p ing ,  p o l i t b u r o  members Peng Chen, L i  Fu-chun, Chu Te and 
Ho Lung, &Iternate p o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r  Kang Sheng, c e n t r a l  
committee l i a i s o n  department deputy Chief Wu H s  iu-ehuan, 
and o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s .  I t  has  t e e n  r e l i a b l y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  
t h e  Cuban d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  November 1960 M o s c o w  conference  
l a te r  r evea led  t h a t  t h i s  imposing a r r a y  of CCP l e a d e r s  in 
A p r i l  had at tempted t o  i n c i t e  Roca a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t s ,  and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g a i n s t  Khrushchev p e r s o n a l l y .  Although t h e r e  
is no d i r e c t  ev idence  on t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  Chinese a t t a c k  
on Khrushchev on t h i s  occas ion ,  it is h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t o  have 
c e n t e r e d  on t h e  S o v i e t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  o f f e n s e s  enumerated 
i n  t h e  "Long Live  Leninism" documents and i n  subsequent  
Chinese p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  a t t a c k s  of 1960: p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  
t h e  a l l e g e d  Sov ie t  p r o p e n s i t y  t o  dampen t h e  m i l i t a n c y  of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements (such as t h o s e  i n  L a t i n  America) 
f o r  t h e  sake  of i l l u s o r y  agreements w i t h  t h e  " i m p e r i a l i s t s .  I t  

I t  is a l s o  conce ivab le ,  a l though much less c e r t a i n ,  t h a t  
t h e  CCP took t h e  occas ion  t o  examine w i t h  Roca t h e  bad 
advice  which t h e  CPSU had g iven  t h e  PSP i n  t h e  p a s t  regard-  
i ng  C a s t r o  and h i s  g u e r r i l l a  movement, F i n a l l y ,  it is a l s o  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  Chinese d i s c u s s e d  w i t h  Roca t h e  f u t u r e  
of PSP r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Castro; i f  so ,  t h e  CCP probably  urged 
Roca t o  move ahead as r a p i d l y  as p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  
PSP a u t h o r i t y  a g a i n s t  any t u r n  of e v e n t s .  I n  a lecture t o  
L a t i n  American Communists t h e  preceding  y e a r ,  a h igh  Chinese 
Communist o f f i c i a l  had r e a f f i r m e d  h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  neces- 
s i t y  of s e c u r i n g  Communist hegemony a t  t h e  earliest  p o s s i b l e  
s t a g e  of an " a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t "  r e v o l u t i o n ,  lest t h e  p a r t y  
subsequent ly  be be t r ayed  by t h o s e  it had he lped  t o  p l a c e  i n  
power. I t  is u n l i k e l y  t h a t  by A p r i l  1960 t h e  CCP y e t  had 
enough conf idence  i n  Castro t o  waive t h i s  r u l e .  



"wo months la ter ,  B l a s  Roca is r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
a t t ended  t h e  m u l t i p a r t y  conference  a t  t h e  Thi rd  Congress 
of t h e  Rumanian p a r t y ,  where he a p p a r e n t l y  gave a r e p o r t  
t o  a s p e c i a l  meeting of L a t i n  American Communists on t h e  
s i t u a t  i on  i n  Cuba Another PSP d e l e g a t e ,  Ramon Ca lc ines ,  
is r e p o r t e d  t o  have addressed a c l o s e d  g e n e r a l  meet ing of 
a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  and t o  have suppor t ed  t h e  peace fu l  coex- 
i s t e n c e  l i n e .  The Cuban d e l e g a t i o n  presumably wi tnessed  
t h e  angry exhanges between Khrushchev and Peng Chen and 
read the Sov ie t ,  document a t t a c k i n g  t h e  CCP circulated a t  
t h a t  m e e t i n g  

Roca is r e p o r t e d  t o  have r e t u r n e d  to C u b a  impressed 
w i t h  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  of t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  and subsequen t ly  t h e  
PSP held a series of meet ings t o  de te rmine  its p o s i t i o n .  
A s  i n  many other non-bloc p a r t i e s ,  however, t h e  leader- 
s h i p  d i d  its b e s t  t o  h i d e  t h e  magnitude of t h e  d i s p u t e  
from t h e  PSP rank-and-f i le ,  and w a s  unwi l l i ng  t o  create 
domest ic  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  i t se l f  by t a k i n g  a p u b l i c  s t a n d .  
In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  PSP w a s  by no means c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  CPSU 
would adhere to its p o s i t i o n :  C a r l o s  Rafael Rodriguez is 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have s a i d  p r i v a t e l y  i n  J u l y  1960 t h a t  "it w o u l d  
be unwise t o  t a k e  a p o s i t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  the  con t rove r sy ,  
as t h e  ve ry  l i n e  t h a t  one might oppose might become t h e  
accepted  l i n e  e Never the l e s s ,  Rodriguez went on t o  i n d i -  
cate t h a t  t h e  basic l o y a l t i e s  of  t h e  PSP cont inued  t o  re- 
main f i r m l y  on t h e  Sov ie t  s i d e .  

I n  August 1960 t h e  PSP convened its Eighth  Na t iona l  
Assembly, t h e  f irst  i n  a number of y e a r s  t o  be h e l d  pub- 
l i c l y  i n  Cuba .  Among the 30 f o r e i g n  Communist p a r t i e s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  ( inc lud ing  16 from L a t i n  America) was t h e  CCP, 
i n  t h e  person  of Wu Hsiu-chum, t h e  deputy c h i e f  of t h e  
Chinese p a r t y ' s  l i a i s o n  department  who had he lped  t o  b r i n g  
p r e s s u r e  upon B las  RQCa i n  P e i p i n g  i n  A p r i l ,  and who had 
aga in  t aken  p a r t  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  a t  Buchares t  i n  June. I n  
h i s  p u b l i c  speech to t h e  Assembly, Wu gave elaborate expres-  
s i o n  to the Chinese l i n e  c u r r e n t l y  be ing  voiced i n  t h e  
polemics w i t h  MQSCOV, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  demand f o r  a "head-on 
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  U. S e imperial ism" and re i terated reminders  
of t h e  Cuban p a r t y t s  "sacred duty" t o  j o i n  i n  " d e f e a t i n g  
completely modern rev is ionism" and t h e r e b y  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  
t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  world movement. Wu's d e l e g a t i n n  r e p o r t e d l y  
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fo l lowed u p  t h i s  p u b l i c  attack w i t h  i n t e n s i v e  lobbying  
a g a i n s t  t h e  CPSU among t h e  f o r e i g n  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Assembly. 
A l l  of lVuss p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  and .movements d u r i n g  and i m -  
med ia t e ly  fo l lowing  t h e  Assembly were g iven  prominent CQV- 
erage i n  HQY, t h e  PSP newspaper. - 

I n  view ,of t h e s e  Chinese a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  PSP gath-  
erings--which t h e  CPSU m u s t  s u r e l y  have a n t i c i p a t e d - - i t  is 
a l l  the more remarkable t h a t  there was no CPSU r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i o n  whatever at' t h e  Assemblv. despite t h e  fact t h a t  t h e  
PSP had p r e v i o u s l y  announced- i ha t  & S o v i e t  d e l e g a t i o n  would 

had invided  Suslov,  b u t  t h  e CPSU replied t h a t  it w o u l d  be 
a t t e n d  lthe PSP 

r 

inconvenient"  for Si.islov t o  a t t e n d ;  t h e  Cubans r e p o r t e d l y  
urged r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  but  a p p a r e n t l y  to no a v a i l .  I t  is 
t r u e  t h a t  Suslov a t  t h e  t i m e  w a s  preoccupied with o r i e n t i n g  
c e r t a i n  local organs  of t h e  CPSU r e g a r d i n g  t h e  struggle w i t h  
t h e  Chinese,  b u t  t h e r e  is no obvious r eason  why ano the r  
CPSU d e l e g a t e  could n o t  have come to Cuba.  On ba lance ,  it 
seems m o s t  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  CPSU abst8ained from a t t e n d i n g  
because of s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  v i s i t  of a 
S o v i e t  Communist p a r t y  d e l e g a t i o n  to t h e  PSP August Assembly 
.would have had i n  t h e  United States and th roughout  L a t i n  
America. In  mid-1960, as w i l l  be s e e n  below, S o v i e t  a r t i -  
cles w e r e  implying t h a t  t h e  Cuban Communists shou ld  not 
f o r c e  t h e  pace i n  t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  Castrs,  and t h e  Sov ie t  
p a r t y  is l i k e l y  t o  have been r e l u c t a n t  t o  under take  an 
a c t i o n  which might w e l l  have been cons t rued  by t h e  govern- 
ments of She United S t a t e s  and L a t i n  h e s i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  as 
o v e r t  ev idence  of Communist dominat ion of Cuba ,  

'I"W0 months l a t e r ,  a t  t h e  October  meet ing of t h e  25- 
p a r t y  commission p r e p a r i n g  f o r  t h e  November 1960 Mosesw 
meet ings,  and at  t h e  81-par ty  November meet ings themselves ,  
the Cuban d e l e g a t i o n  led  by PSP Q r g a n i z a t i s n a l  S e c r e t a r y  
Anibal E s c a l a i i t e  acted as one of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a g e n t s  for 
t h e  CPSU i n  t h e  unsuccess fu l  S o v i e t  e f f o r t  t o  browbeat t h e  
Chinese i n t o  acknowledging t h e  primacy of CPSU a u t h o r i t y  
by accep t  i n g  a condemnat i o n  of " f a c t i o n a l  ism" i n  t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  movement. 

Despi te  t h i s  ev idence  of con t inued  PSP l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  
CPSU, I 
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y ! t h e  Cubans a t  t h e  hfoscow meet ings showed s i g n s  
of Chinese i n f l u e n c e  or t h a t  t h e  Chinese t h e r e  claimed t o  
have some Cuban backing.  Avai lab le  ev idence  on t h e  Moscow 
talks s u g g e s t s  on ly  one area of d i s c u s s i o n  where t h i s  Chi- 
nese  claim may have been c o r r e c t :  $ h i s  was on deba te  on 
t h e  I fna t iona l  democra t ic  s t a t e , "  a concept  p laced  i n  t h e  
draft of t h e  Mosc0v Statement  by the  CPSU t o  connote  a s t a g e  
of inde te rmina te  l e n g t h  i n  t h e  " a n t i -  i m p e r i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n "  
of an underdeveloped s t a t e  d u r i n g  which forces o t h e r  than  
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  would be i n  c o n t r o l  wh i l e  t h e  Communist 
p a r t y  w o u l d  e x e r c i s e  a growing b u t  n o t  y e t  dominant i n f l u -  
ence  Subsequent S o v i e t  d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h i s  concept  have 
always l e f t  de l ibera te ly  vague t h e  q u e s t i o n  of how much in-  
f l u e n c e  t h e  Communist p a r t y  m u s t  hold d u r i n g  this s t a g e  
and how much t i m e  m u s t  e l a p s e  be fo re  t h e  p a r t y  c o u l d  expec t  
k o  exercise t o t a l  c o n t r o l  and begin  b u i l d i n g  socialism. 
The impression h a s  g e n e r a l l y  been l e f t ,  however, t h a t  it 
is expected t o  be a l e n g t h y  and g radua l  p r o c e s s ,  du r ing  
which t h e  maintenance of an " a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t t t  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  and close economic t i e s  w i t h  t h e  bloc and t h e  d i s -  
semina t ion  of Sov ie t  ideas and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  would 
f ac i l i t a t e  t h e  impercep t ib l e  growth of Communist power w i t h -  
o u t  v i o l e n t  r e s i s t a n c e  from the governing n a t i o n a l  bourgeo i s i e  
or patid;  bourgeois ie .  A l l  t h i s  was d i r e c t l y  opposed t o  Chi- 
nese  views, which were opposed t o  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of s u c h  "walls" 
between s t a g e s ,  and, as has  been seen ,  i n s i s t e d  on t h e  earl-  
ies t  p o s s i b l e  assumption of c o n t r o l  of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  move- 
ment  by t h e  Communist p a r t y .  Although t h e  Chinese s igned  
t h e  Moscow Statement c o n t a i n i n g  t h i s  S o v i e t  concept ,  t hey  
never  mentioned it subsequen t ly  i n  t h e i r  propaganda, and 
indeed,  on  one occasion-- i n  October 1961 --made a v e i l e d  
attack upon it. 

Th i s  Sov ie t  l i n e  a l s o  appears  to have been opposed 
to t h e  d e s i r e s  and f e l t  n e e d s  of t h e  PSP. Although t h e  
S o v i e t s  never  e x p l i c i t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  Cuba as t h e  p ro to type  
of t h e  "na t iona l  democra t ic  stat:e" ( t h e  c l o s e s t  approach 
to such i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  coming i n  a Ponomarev a r t i c l e  i n  
Komunis t  of May 1961) ,  there seems l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  t h e y  
had t h  is i n  mind a t  t h e  time of  t h e  Moscow conference.  I n  
a. publ i shed  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  E a s t  German c e n t r a l  committee t h e  
fo l lowing  month whih a c c u r a t e l y  r e f l e c t e d  Sov ie t  p o s i t i o n s  
on a wide  v a r i e t y  of issues, U l b r i c h t  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " the  
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r e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  Cuban people  has  created a n a t i o n a l  demo- 
crat ic  s t a t e  ." T h i s  a s s e r t i o n  w a s  r e p e a t e d  p u b l i c l y  by 
E a s t  German p o l i t b u r o  member Matern, who also stated, cor- 
r e c t l y ,  t h a t  t h e  Cuban delegate t o  t h e  Moscow conference  
had ob jec t ed  t o  t h e  concept .  (Esca lan te  i n  f a c t  is r e l i a b l y  
r e p o r t e d  t o  have s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t t a c k e d  t h e  "na t iona l  demo- 
cracy" concept  on beha l f  of t h e  PSP, and t o  have declared 
t h a t  "we need t o  f i n d  a new d e f i n i t i o n . " )  Although Matern 
d i d  n o t  s t a t e  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  n a t u r e  of E s c a l a n t e ' s  o b j e c t i o n ,  
Matern implied that  t h e  Cubans d i d  n o t  w i s h  t o  be placed 
i n  a ca tegory  t o g e t h e r  w i th  Indones ia  or even t h e  UAR, which 
were much f u r t h e r  behind on the  road t o  Communist c o n t r o l .  

The p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  p o i n t  a t  i s s u e  f o r  t h e  PSP 
was one of t iming:  t h e  CPSU w a s  s e e k i n g  a doc t r ina l  j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n  &or urg ing  t h e  Cuban p a r t y  t o  slow down f o r  t h e  
t i m e  be ing ,  t o  Conso l ida t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  and n o t  t o  p r e s s  
C a s t r o  t o  accelerate t h e  march to t h e  l e f t .  The PSP w a s  
determined t o  do t h e  o p p o s i t e  (and i n  fact  began t o  do so, 
immediately a f t e r  t h e  Moscow Conference).  The Sov ie t  Union 
had t h e  g r a v e s t  r easons  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  it d i d :  (a) 
Moscow a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  (be fo re  t h e  a b o r t i v e  Bay 
01 Pigs invas ion)  t h a t  t h e  United States would s t o p  s h o r t  
of c rush ing  an o u t r i g h t  Communist regime i n  C u b a ,  whereas 
it was j u s t  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  U.S. might to le ra te  a Castro-  
i t e  regime which w a s  n o t  openly  Communist b u t  s t r o n g l y  in-  
f l uenced  by Communists; (b) t h e  USSR w a s  n o t  prepared  t o  
r i s k  anyth ing  to defend Cuba, and wh i l e  a U . S .  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  
Cuba w o u l d  be u s e f u l  i n  many ways f o r  S o v i e t  propaganda, 
it also w o u l d  be a h u m i l i a t i n g  demonst ra t ion  of Sov ie t  in- 
a b i l i t y  t o  act to p r o t e c t  a r e v o l u t i o n  f a r  from its borders 
and would r e v i v e  throughout  L a t i n  America t h e  concept  of 
t h e  "geographica l  f a t a l  i s m "  of U. S. domination which t h e  
S o v i e t s  had been s t r i v i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  s i n c e  Castro's advent 
t o  power; (e) t h e  closer Cuba became i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t he  
b l o c ,  t h e  more humi l ia t ing- - in  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  
dispute--Soviet  f a i l u r e  t o  h a l t  an occupat ion  of C u b a  would 
become; and (d) e n t i r e l y  aside from t h i s ,  t h e  more open t h a t  
Communist domination of Cuba became, t h e  more d i f f i c u l t y  
Communist forces e lsewhere  i n  L a t i n  America would have i n  
b u i l d i n g  broad n a t i o n a l  f r o n t s  t o  oppose U. S. p o l i c i e s .  
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I I 

The PSP, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a p p a r e n t l y  saw complete 
v i c t o r y  w i t h i n  its g r a s p  and d i d  not  wish t o  slow down f o r  
t h e  sake  of S o v i e t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  interests.  The Cuban p a r t y  
e v i d e n t l y  d i d  no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  its p o s i t i o n  i n  C a s t r o t s  
regime would be i r r e v e r s i b l e  u n l e s s  Castro w e r e  d r i v e n  foward 
i n t o  a p o s i t i o n  from which he could never  renounce h i s  iden- 
t i f i c a t i o n  wi th  t h e  PSP. And whi l e  t h e  PSP was probably 
a t  l eas t  as d e s i r o u s  as t h e  USSR t o  avoid t h e  expected U.S. ' 

i nvas ion  of Cuba, it w a s  p o l i t i c a l l y  disadvantageous for 
t h e  p a r t y  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t o  a t tempt  t o  gakb a r e a l  r e d u c t i o n  
i n  Cuban-U.S. ' tensions as a means of avoid ing  such an inva- 
s i o n ,  s i n c e  it was t h e  f e a r  and h a t r e d  f e l t  f o r  t h e  United 
S t a t e s - b y  t h e  C a s t k o i t e s  t h a t  had provided t h e  g r e a t e s t  im- 
p u l s e  f o r  t h e  growth of PSP power i n  Cuba.* I t  was f o r  t h i s  
r eason  t h a t  PSP l e a d e r s  i n  1960 and 1961 r e a c t e d  t o  .Yugoslav 
e f f o r t s  t o  r e s t r a i n  Castro w i t h  open a t t a c k s  upon Belgrade.  
Thus T i t o  r e p o r t e d l y  sought  i n  v a i n  t o  persuade Castro t o  
moderate h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  United S t a t e s  d u r i n g  a meet- 
ing  between t h e  two l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  United Nat ions i n  New 
York i n  October 1960. B l a s  Roca i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  PSP 
Assembly i n  August had i n d i c a t e d  t h e  PSP's estimate t h a t  
acceptance  of such adv ice  by C a s t r o  could  be harmful t o  t h e  
p a r t y ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  Cuba when he d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " those ele- 
ments who seek  a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  imper ia l i sm i n  o r d e r  

*In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  PSP was still t o o  v u l n e r a b l e  t o  a t tempt  
to moderate Castro's  anti-U.S. a t t i t u d e ,  even had it so 
d e s i r e d ;  t h e  PSP w a s  under t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o b l i g a t i o n  of 
having t o  demonstrate  s u p p o r t  f o r  Castro's m i l i t a n t  l i n e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  it had been r e l u c t a n t  i n  p a s t  years  t o  
suppor t  his r e v o l u t i o n a r y  e f f o r t s .  
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t o  s t o p  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  see i n  Yugoslavia  an example which 
i n  t h e i r  op in ion  it is necessa ry  t o  fo l low."  (Emphasis 
added e ) * 

The i n t e n t i o n  of t h e  PSP t o  push f o r  a f u r t h e r  exten-  
s i o n  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  a u t h o r i t y  i n  Cuba had been h i n t e d  a t  
d u r i n g  t h e  August Na t iona l  Assembly of t h e  p a r t y .  Although 
B l a s  Roca was r e l a t i v e l y  c i rcumspect  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  i n  h i s  
General  S e c r e t a r y ' s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  Assembly--given e x t e n s i v e  
coverage i n  Pravda--Escalante w a s  much more outspoken i n  
h i s  l e n g t h y  r e p o r t  on t h e  p a r t y  program, which Pravda v i r -  
t u a l l y  ignored .  E s c a l a n t e  declared t o  be m i s t a m e  idea 
which t h e  p a r t y  had had i n  t he  p a s t  'that " the  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  
of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be prolonged.  ) )  R e f e r r i n g  
t o  d o u b t s  he sa id  had been raised dur ing  t h e  earlier "dis- 
cuss ion"  of t h e  Program as t o  whether it w a s  "convenient" 
t o  r e f e r  i n  t h e  Program t o  t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  s t a g e "  as t h e  
next  s t e p  f o r  Cuba ,  he  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  p o i n t  had t o  be 
raised and placed be fo re  t h e  p u b l i c .  

The CPSU's a t t i t u d e  on t h i s  p o i n t  had seemed t o  be 
i n d i c a t e d  i n  an a r t ic le  by Shevlyagin i n  Sovetskaya R o s s i y a  
of 10 June.  Th i s  major a r t ic le  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  polemic 
c i ted  Len in ' s  warnings a g a i n s t  t h o s e  Communists who do not  
wish t o  s t o p  "at  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t a g e s ,  l e t  themselves  
i n  f o r  compromises." I t  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  "one m u s t  no t  l imp 
behind e v e n t s ,  bu t  one a lso m u s t  no t  run  ahead and prematurely 

*The fo l lowing  January,  t h e  Yugoslav p a r t y  organ  Kommu- 
n i s t  r e p l i e d  t o  con t inu ing  cha rges  by Hoy, that  Belgr- 
w a s  a s s i s t i n g  "U. S. imperial ism" a g a i n c e u b a ,  w i t h  a d i r ec t  
a t t a c k  on t h e  p a s t  conduct of t h e  PSP. Kommunist reminded 
t h e  PSP--and Cas t ro- - tha t  "for a ve ry  long  t i m e  / the  PSP7 
w a s  unable  t o  understand t h e  ways of t h e  development of-the 
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  its own coun t ry ,  and u n t i l  t h e  moment j u s t  
be fo re  v i c t o r y  d i d  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h a t  revolu' t ion." The Yugo- 
s l a v  newspaper f u r t h e r  t a u n t e d  t h e  PSP wi th  t h e  reminder  
t h a t  " fo r  many yea r s , "  t w o  of its leaders, Juan Mar ine l lo  
and Car los  Rafae l  Rodriguez,  had been members of t h e  Batista 
Government--a f a c t  which is n o t  mentioned i n  Cuba today ,  
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i s s u e  s l o g a n s  of soc ia l i s t  t r ans fo rma t ion  where c o n d i t i o n s  
for it have n o t  y e t  matured." (Emphasis added; t h i s  is 
p r e c i s e l y  t h e  p o i n t  E s c a l a n t e  had been d i s c u s s i n g  i n  con- 
n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  PSP Program.) The a r t i c l e  c i t e d  t h e  m i s -  
t a k e  made by t h e  I r a q i  C P  i n  having " r a i s e d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  
of 1959 t h e  demand f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  government," 
and s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  "may be i n s t r u c t i v e  also f o r  some Commu- 
n i s t  p a r t i e s  of  t h e  E a s t  and L a t i n  America i f  t h e y  are 
f aced  w i t h  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same t a s k s . "  &.though t h e s e  warn- 
ings  were c e r t a i n l y  meant f o r  a v a r i e t y  of L a t i n  American 
p a r t i e s  which may have been tempted by Chinese e x h o r t a t i o n s  
t o  f o r c e  t h e  pace unduly,  t h e y  were most a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  
PSP, whose p o s i t i o n  i n  Cuba (viz-a-vi2 Cas t ro)  i n  t h e  sum- 
m e r  of 1960 m o s t  c l o s e l y  resembled t h a t  of t h e  I raq i  CP 
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1959 (viz-a-viz  Kassim). 

A second Sov ie t  warning was conta ined  i n  a major 
a r t i c l e  i n  Pravda on 26 August 1960, immediately a f t e r  
,the c l o s e  of t h e  PSP Na t iona l  Assembly, which aga in  em-  
phas ized  t h a t  it w a s  " imposs ib le  t o  jump over  a c e r t a i n  
h i s t o r i c a l  s t a g e "  and t h a t  " the t a s k  of s o c i a l i s t  t r a n s -  
format ions  cannot  be mechanical ly  p laced  on t h e  agenda 
s imul t aneous ly  i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  Although t h i s  a r t i c l e  
was mainly concerned wi th  defending  a g a i n s t  Chinese a t t a c k  
t h e  c o n c i l i a t o r y  S o v i e t  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  n a t i o n a l  and 
p e t i t  bourgeo i s i e  of Asia and Af r i ca  and wi th  warning Com- 
munis t s  of t h o s e  c o n t i n e n t s  a g a i n s t  a c t i o n s  which might 
f r i g h t e n  n a t i o n a l i s t  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  
USSR, it s e v e r a l  t i m e s  p laced  C u b a  i n  t h e  same c a t e g o r y .  
Cuba was l i s t e d  a long  wi th  s u c h  c o u n t r i e s  a s  I n d i a ,  Indo- 
n e s i a ,  and Burma as a s t a t e  which was coope ra t ing  w i t h  
Sov ie t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  d e s p i t e  " p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  
d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  s t a $ e s , "  and t h e  a r t i c l e  
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  " the r e v o l u t i o n a r y  government of t h i s  coun- 
t r y  /Cuba7 is pur su ing  by no means a s o c i a l i s t  bu t  a gen- 
eral-dem&ratic n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y .  Pravda seemed c l e a r l y  
t o  be implying t h a t  t h e  PSP, l i k e  t h e u n i s t  p a r t i e s  
of t h e  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  named, should  no t  be in h a s t e  t o  
change t h i s  s t a t e  of a f f a i r s .  

c a t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t r a s t  between t h e  g r e e t i n g s  s e n t  t o  t h e  
PSP Assembly by t h e  Sov ie t  and Chinese p a r t i e s .  The Sov ie t  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  CPSU p o s i t i o n  was ind i -  
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g r e e t i n g s  c a u t i o u s l y  wished t h e  Cuban p a r t y  success i n  
" s t r eng then ing  t h e  n a t i o n a l  independence of t h e  Republ ic  
of C u b a  and i n  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  conques ts  of t h e  Cuban 

t h i s  e f f e c t  as w e l l ,  b u t  a lso c o n g r a t u l a t e d  t h e  PSP on 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it " f i rmly  s tood  f o r  c a r r y i n g  on t h e  revolu-  
t i o n  t o  t h e  end." Th i s  po in t - - tha t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  m u s t  
be c a r r i e d  forward wi thout  a " w a l l "  between s t a g e s ,  wi thout  
i n t e r r u p t i o n  t o  the  s o c i a l i s t  end--is a main f e a t u r e  of 
t h e  Chinese l i n e ,  and was a l s o  touched on i n  t h e  speech 
made t o  t h e  PSP Assembly by Wu Hsiu-chuan. 

L r e v o l u t i o n  ' I  The Chinese g r e e t i n g s  s a i d  something t o  

The n a t u r e  of t h e  PSP response  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  CPSU 
adwonit ions was i n d i c a t e d  a yea r  l a te r  i n  an a r t i c l e  pub- 
l i s h e d  by E s c a l a n t e  i n  P r i n c i p i o s  ( the  PSP j o u r n a l )  of August 
1961, a f t e r  t h e  PSP had gone much f u r t h e r  a long  t h e  road 
it wished t o  t r a v e l .  In  t h e  fo l lowing  passage,  EsaalanCe 
appeared t o  f u r n i s h  a d i r ec t  r e p l y  t o  t h e  Pravda a r t i c l e  
of 26 August 1960: 

I do n o t  wish t o  c i te  examples, b u t  i n  
t h i s  world of today  there are examples of 
cases i n  which a r e v o l u t i o n  has begun 
and has h a l t e d ;  even where it has begun, 
has  developed a l i t t l e ,  h a s  h a l t e d ,  and 
has  degenera ted .  What was l a c k i n g  t h e r e ?  
What w a s  l a c k i n g  was t h e  working class 
i n  t h e  lead.. . 
Presumably, E s c a l a n t e  d i d  "not wish t o  c i t e  examples" 

of cases such  as I r a q  because it would be embarrass ing  and 
i n s u l t i n g  t o  t h e  CPSU t o  do so.  Elsewhere i n  h i s  P r i n c i p i o s  
a r t i c l e ,  E s c a l a n t e  many t i m e s  emphasized t h a t  V e v o l u t  ion 
cannot  come t o  a h a l t ,  it has  t o  keep moving forward,  be.- 
cause when it s t o p s ,  it degenera tes . "  Af t e r  n o t i n g  t h a t  
"some people  i n  t h e  enemy camp" had "preached r e v o l u t i o n ,  
bu t  n o t  so  much of i t ," Esca lan te  went on t o  s a y  t h a t  "o the r s ,  
b l i n d e r  y e t ,  spoke of reducing  t h e  tempo of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n "  
(a t ac t ica l  q u e s t i o n  u n l i k e l y  t o  have been raised by persons  
" i n  t h e  enemy camp"). He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  V e v o l u t i o n  has  t o  
ma in ta in  t h e  tempo t h a t  t h e  c o n c r e t e  c i rcumstances  i n  which 
it develops impose." He asserted, l i k e  t h e  CCP, t h a t  t h e  
Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  was advancing Itby stages, a l though wi thou t  
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i n t e r r u p t i o n , "  and added t h a t  "I a m  g i v i n g  n o t i c e  t h a t  
%here  are no Great Walls of China s e p a r a t i n g  one stage 
from ano the r  'I 

To sum up: t h e  PSP b e f o r e  Cas t ro ts  v i c t o r y  had 
shown complete l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  CPSU. T h e r e a f t e r ,  d e s p i t e  
i n t e n s e  Chinese e f f o r t s  t o  win over  t h e  Cuban Communist 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  PSP remained on  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  CPSU on 
W I S ~  0f the  impor tan t  i s s u e s  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  
and indeed f u r n i s h e d  impor tan t  h e l p  t o  t h e  CPSU i n  t h e  
s t rugg le  a% t h e  November 1960 Moscow Conference over  t h e  
key i s s u e  of S o v i e t  a u t h o r i t y .  Neve r the l e s s ,  t h e r e  are 
i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e r e  were ser ious  d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
the CPSU and t h e  PSP i n  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  of 1960 ove r  t h e  
P S P p s  desire t o  cement and formalize its a u t h o r i t y  i n  
Cuba and t o  c a r r y  t h e  regime forward i n t o  the "bu i ld ing  
of socialism, 'I i n  disregard of S o v i e t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  
interests. O n  t h i s  one i s s u e ,  t h e  PSP w a s  t a k i n g  a pos i -  
t i o n  advocated by t h e  Chinese p a r t y .  
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111, CUBA AND TME COMMUNISTS, 1961-1962 

From t h e  Bay of P i g s  t o  t h e  22nd CPSU Congress 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  1960 Moscow Conference, t h e  PSP 
began t o  p r e s s  Castro forward.  I 

1"at t h e  end of 1960 a 
d e c i s i o n  was t aken  t o  c u t  o f f  t h e  r i g h t i s t  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  
26th of J u l y  movement f r o m  its popular  base , "  and t h a t  
"from t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  began i n  f a c t  t h e  p rocess  of i n t eg ra -  
t i o n  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements" ( t h a t  is, t h e  merger 
of t h e  PSP, 26 th  of J u l y  Movement, and Revolu t ionary  D i r e c -  
t o r a t e )  Th i s  d e c i s i o n  was appa ren t ly  t aken  a t '  about  t h e  
t i m e  t h e  regime crushed an at tempted p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  Com- 
munist  r u l e  by t h e  e lec t r ica l  workers '  union, one of t h e  
l a s t  of t h e  Cuban unions t o  be purged; and t h e  PSP no doubt 
u t i l i z e d  t h i s  even t ,  a long  wi th  t h e  t h r e a t e n e d  m i l i t a r y  
invas ion  by t h e  United S t a t e s ,  as po ten t  arguments t o  Castro 
of t h e  danger t o  h i s  regime which could o n l y  be a v e r t e d  by 
more organized  r e l i a n c e  upon t h e  PSP. The Cuban Communists 
had prepared  t h e  way f o r  t h e i r  formal e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  Cuban 
regime by a c t i o n s  such  as t h o s e  t aken  i n  August (when B l a s  
Roca i n  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  PSP Nat iona l  Assembly had acknow- 
ledged  Cas%roos e n t i r e  g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  t o  have been 
t a c t i c a l l y  correct,  fo rma l ly  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  o l d  adve r se  PSP 
judgment),  and i n  October (when t h e  26 th  of J u l y  youth move- 
ment was merged wi th  t h e  PSP's Communist  youth) .  

Around the t u r n  of  t h e  yea r ,  a major s t e p  w a s  t aken ,  
when t h e  Cuban government, us ing  a provoca tory  t ac t i c  which 
was t o  be copied  by A l b a n i a , i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union 
e l e v e n  months l a t e r ,  fo rced  a break i n  d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s  
between t h e  United S t a t e s  and Cuba. I t  is m o s t  u n l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h i s  a c t i o n  w a s  d e s i r e d  or approved by t h e  USSR, s i n c e  
it tended  t o  predetermine r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  Castro regime 
and t h e  incoming U.S. a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  which had n o t  y e t  taken  
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o f f i c e ,  and made it more l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  new U , S .  government 
would c a r r y  o u t  t h e  expected invas ion  of Cuba. Moreover, 
it complicated Sov ie t  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  new a d m i n i s t r a t  i on  
a t  t h e  ve ry  moment when Moscow was p repa r ing  a g e s t u r e  cal- 
c u l a t e d  t o  impress t h e  U.S. p u b l i c  and t h a t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
w i t h  Sov ie t  good wi l l - - the  release of t h e  RB-47 p i l o t s .  
By t h e  same token ,  Pe ip ing  w a s  probably d e l i g h t e d  by t h i s  
s t e p ,  which inc reased  t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  between t h e  p o s i t i o n s  
of t h e  CPR and Cuba viz-a-viz  t h e  United S t a t e s .  
r e p o r t  which probably a c c u r a t e l y  r e c o r d s  s t a t e m e n t s  
by  I t a l i a n  Communist o f f i c i a l s  on t h e  1960 Moscow confer -  
ence quotes them as d e c l a r i n g  t h a t ,  a t  t h a t  conference ,  t h e  
Chinese had favored  " r a d i c a l i z i n g "  t h e  Cuban s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Americans, whi le  Khrushchev had wished t h e  Cubans t o  
show r e s t r a i n t  and "a c e r t a i n  amount of good f a i t h "  toward 
t h e  new U.S. P r e s i d e n t  These r e p o r t e d  p o s i t i o n s  are con- 
s i s t e n t  w i th  t h e  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  CPR and 
t h e  USSR. I t  is t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  CPSU urged t h e  
PSP no t  t o  encourage Cas t ro  t o  p r e j u d i c e  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  
P r e s i d e n t - e l e c t  Kennedy through p r e c i p i t a t e  a c t i o n s ,  and 
t h a t  t h i s  advice  w a s  no t  fo l lowed.  

*LZ 

Having burned t h i s  b r idge ,  however, Castro's  depend- 
ence for suppor t  upon t h e  PSP i n t e r n a l l y  (as on t h e  b l o c  
e x t e r n a l l y )  was g r e a t e r  t h a n  e v e r ;  and a few weeks a f t e r  
t h e  r u p t u r e  of r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  Castro 
gave an i n t e r v i e w  t o  an I t a l i a n  Communist correspondent  i n  
which f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t l y i ;  he indulged i n  p u b l i c  s e l f - c r i t i c -  
i s m  f o r  h i s  d i s t r u s t f u l  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  PSP i n  t h e  
yea r s  before  he  came t o  power. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  he  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  PSP had been j u s t i f i e d  i n  d i s t r u s t i n g  him i n  t h a t  
pe r iod  , because he and h i s  f e l l o w  guerr i l las  were "still 
f u l l  of pe t i t -bourgeo i s  p r e j u d i c e s  and d e f e c t s  i n  s p i t e  of 
our Marxist r e a d i n g s  'I These s t a t e m e n t s  were publ i shed  on 
1 February i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  CP newspaper 1 ' U n i t a  and r e p r i n t e d  
i n  Pravda wi thout  comment. Cas t ro  subsequent ly  added f u r t h e r  
comments on t h e  ' ' i deo log ica l  weakness" of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  stages of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  a speech 
of 25 March. 

These s t a t e m e n t s  by Castro appeared t o  have a number 
of purposes:  f i r s t ,  t o  set the s t a g e  p u b l i c l y  for t h e  emer- 
gence of t h e  PSP l e a d e r s h i p  from o u t  of t h e  background i n t o  
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prominence as leaders of t h e  regime (a p rocess  which w a s  
g r e a t l y  accelerated a f t e r  t h e  beginning  of t h e  y e a r ) ;  
secondly ,  t o  a t t empt  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  PSP f o r  acceptance  of 
C a s t r o  as its leader i n  t h e  new p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h e n  
be ing  planned;  and t h i r d l y ,  t o  a t tempt  t o  demonstrate  t o  
t h e  USSR t h a t  " d i s t r u s t "  of Castro and h i s  regime was no 
l o n g e r  " j u s t i f i e d , "  as i n  t h e  p a s t ,  and t h a t  Castro's Cuba 
was t h e r e f o r e  as dese rv ing  of defense  by t h e  USSR a g a i n s t  
t h e  United States as were t h e  o f f i c i a l  members of t h e  bloc. 
It was probably  f o r  t h i s  l a t t e r  purpose,  a lso,  t h a t  Castro 
i n  h i s  1 ' U n i t a  i n t e rv i ew f o r  the first t i m e  a f f i rmed  t h a t  
" t h i s  is a s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n .  I t  

The mot iva t ion  for t h i s  l a s t  s t a t emen t  w a s  a g a i n  
demonstrated when C a s t r o  next  made i t - - i n  a speech on 16 
A p r i l ,  on t h e  very  eve of t h e  a t tempted invas ion  of Cuba. 
The nex t  day, Castro's d e c l a r a t i o n  of a s t a t e  of emergency 
i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  invas ion  reiterated t h e  claim t h a t  
h i s  r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  " s o c i a l i s t  . ' I  The t iming  of t h i s  announce- 
ment s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t ha t  it w a s  an attempt t o  secure 
p r o t e c t i o n  from t h e  Sov ie t  Union a g a i n s t  t h e  United States 
a t  a moment of crisis when Castro be l i eved  t h e  U . S .  w a s  
i n t e r v e n i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  h i s  regime. 

The PSP, .of course, welcomed C a s t r o ' s  announcement 
e a g e r l y ,  s i n c e  it c l o s e d  another  door behind Castro and * 

was an important  event  i n  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y ' s  
power i n  Cuba.  That t h e  PSP had been p r e s s i n g  Castro f o r  
a s t a t e m e n t  such as t h i s  for some t i m e  w a s  sugges ted  by a 
speech made by a PSP t rade  union o f f i c i a l  on 7 November 1960 
when it w a s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  Cubans "must  not fear t h e  estab- 
l i shment  of a s o c i a l i s t  regime i n  Cuba." A f t e r  Castro's 
mid-April s t a t e m e n t s  and s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  h i s  1 May speech  
i n  which he fo rma l ly  elaborated h i s  pronouncement, t h e  PSP 
organ Hoy s ta ted t h a t  " the f a i l u r e  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
of t h e c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  Cuba has  become an obstacle 
i n  t h e  p a t h  of t h e  advance of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n , "  t h a t  " the  
people.  were wai t ing"  for  Cas t ro  t o  f u r n i s h  such  a d e f i n i -  
t i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  m u s t  r e v e a l  " the  tremendous 
development of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  and p o l i t  i- 
tal awareness of t h e  people ,  t h e i r  growing u n i t y ,  and t he i r  
a c t u a l  f u s i o n  for a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes.1r ( E m p h a m . )  

- 49 - 



The i m p l i c a t i o n  seemed t o  be t h a t  t h e  PSP w a s  anxious t o  
u s e  Castro's  announcement t o  has t en  t h e  p a r t y ' s  formal  
abso rp t ion  of t h e  26th  of J u l y  movement. 

Subsequent ly ,  i n  l a t e  May Car los  Rafae l  Rodriguez 
s t a t e d  i n  an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  an E a s t  German newspan t h a t  by 
t h e  nex t  26 J u l y  a n n i v e r s a r y  t h i s  merger would have been 
accomplished . I I 
Na t iona l  Committee' of t h e  PSP w a s  h e l d ,  a t t ended  both by 
t h e  PSP leaders and t h e  " a c t i v e  leaders'? of the  26 th  of 
J u l y  movement. The keynote  addres s  t o  t h e  plenum was g iven  
by PSP General S e c r e t a r y  B l a s  Roca, and F i d e l  Cas t ro  also 
"gave a fundamental speech ."  The plenum acted t o  merge the  
PSP w i t h  Castro's  movement (as w e l l  as w i t h  t h e  t h i r d ,  
least  important  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n a r y  grouping,  t h e  Revolu- 
t i o n a r y  Directorate) i n t o  a new body known as t h e  United 
Revolu t ionary  Organiza t ions  (ORI)  I 
Gi2 o c o n s i s t  of " p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of t h e  d i r e c t i n g  
cadres of t h e  PSP, t h e  c h i e f  cadres of t h e  Revolu t ionary  
Army, and rad ica l  o f f s h o o t s  of t h e  26 J u l y  Movement, as 
w e l l  as c e r t a i n  cadres of t h e  Revolu t ionary  Directorate. I' 

%he "funct ion" of chairman of 
t h e  OR1 was assumed by F i  e l  Cas t ro .  Th i s  l a s t  p o i n t ,  how- 
e v e r ,  w a s  never  made p u b l i c  i n  1961, and w a s  t o  be a matter 
of some importance when the  PSP came i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
C a s t r o  t h e  fo l lowing  y e a r .  

I , a t  t h e  end of June a plenum of t h  e 

t h e  plenum set  up t h e  c e n t r a l  l eade r sh ip  of 

On 26 J u l y ,  Castro p u b l i c l y  announced t h e  format ion  
of t h e  ORI, which, he said,  would be t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
nuc leus  for t h e  e v e n t u a l  format ion  of a s i n g l e  United P a r t y  
of  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Revolut ion (PURS). With t h i s  s t e p ,  the 
PSP reached a goa l  toward which it had l o n g  been working, 
and p l aced  itself i n  a p o s i t i o n  from which it l a t e r  could 
(and d id )  a t tempt  t o  r e s t r i c t  C a s t r o ' s  power. 

Both t h e  CPSU and t h e  CCP, however, were i n i t i a l l y  
ex t remely  r e l u c t a n t  t o  endorse  C a s t r o ' s  claim t o  be heading 
a s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  a l though  t h e y  were w i l l i n g  t o  pub- 
l i s h  o r  quote Cuban a s s e r t i o n s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t .  In  t h e  CPSU 
s l o g a n s  for May 1961, and a g a i n  i n  t h o s e  f o r  October, Cuba 
was l i s t e d  among t h e  non-Communist c o u n t r i e s  and w a s  s a i d  
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merely t o  be "bu i ld ing  a new l i f e , "  rather t h a n  socialism. 
As l a te  as 29 May, when Kommunist No. 8 ,  1961, was s igned  
t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  art icle by Ponomarev d i s -  
cussed  C u b a ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  changes w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of 
t h e  n a t i o n a l  democra t ic  s t a t e ,  which he subsequen t ly  w a s  
a t  p a i n s  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  f r o m  a "soc ia l i s t "  regime. I n  
e a r l y  March 1961, p a r t y  lectures  g iven  w i t h i n  t h e  Czecho- 
s l o v a k  CP i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Moscow w a s  s t i l l  t h i n k i n g  i n  terms 
of a long-term t r a n s i t i o n  of Cuba t o  s o c i a l i s t  s t a t u s :  
t h e  lecturers ,  w h i Z e  t e rming  Castro an "honest pro-Cornu- 
n i s t , "  declared t h a t  he was no t  t o  be f u l l y  t r u s t e d  s i n c e  
he  w a s  n o t  a Communist and l acked  Communist t r a i n i n g ,  and 
added t h a t  "within-  8 "few years"  Cuba  could be conver ted  
from "pseudo-Communism" i n t o  t h e  f i r s t  t r u e  soc ia l i s t  s t a t e  
i n  t h e  Americas. I n  May, I t a l i a n  CP Vice-Secre ta ry  L u i g i  
Longo is r e p o r t e d  t o  have s ta ted t h a t  Castrots  proc lamat ion  
t h a t  h i s  regime was soc ia l i s t  was 'un t imely  and demagogical, 'I 
and t h a t  t h e  Cuban Communist p a r t y ,  wh i l e  having cons ider -  
able i n f l u e n c e ,  w a s  n o t  t h e  c e n t e r  of i n f l u e n c e .  I n  J u l y ,  
a Hungarian j o u r n a l  s t a t e d  t h a t  " i n  a speech  on 1 May 1961, 
F i d e l  Cas t ro . .  .announced t h a t  socialism was be ing  b u i l t  i n  
Cuba;  i n  r e a l i t y ,  there is a government i n  power i n  t h e  
a c t i o n s  and g o a l s  of which one can f i n d  c e r t a i n  t r a i t s  of  
socialism." In  September1 

C s t r o  was s t i l l  n o t  t r u s t e d  by the  S o v i e t  leLd- 
w a s  cons ide red  an e r ra t ic  bourgeois  adventurer  

r a t h e r  t h a n  a Communist. Also i n  September, i n  a j o i n t  
Soviet-Cuban communique s igned  w i t h  P r e s i d e n t  Dort  icos i n  
Moscow it was o n l y  t h e  Cuban s i d e  which declared t h a t  Cuba 
w a s  fo l lowing  t h e  road of s o c i a l i s t  development, wh i l e  t h e  
S o v i e t  s ide  merely p r a i s e d  Cuban "reforms' '  and Cuban inde- 
pendence. 

In  s h o r t ,  t h e  a t t i t u d e  d i sp l ayed  by t h e  S o v i e t  Union 
and its adhe ren t s  du r ing  t h e  s p r i n g ,  summer, and e a r l y  f a l l  
of 1961 toward Castro's claim t o  be b u i l d i n g  socialism sug- 
gests a con t inu ing  d i s t r u s t  of him as u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  and 
unpred ic t ab le ;  a l i n g e r i n g  and g r a d u a l l y  f a d i n g  wish t h a t  
t h e  formal  Communist e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  government could  be  
made g r a d u a l l y  and impercept ib ly ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  suddenly and 
d r a m a t i c a l l y ,  as was happening; a con t inu ing  f e a r  of f r i g h t -  
e n i n g  t h e  bourgeo i s i e  of o t h e r  L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s  
th rough t h e  proc lamat ion  of socialism i n  Cuba; and a 
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c o n t i n u i n g  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  acknowledge as "socialist" (and 
t h e r e f o r e ,  i m p l i c i t l y ,  as p o s s e s s i n g  a c l a i m  t o  S o v i e t  
p r o t e c t i o n )  a s ta te  which t h e  USSR had no i n t e n t i o n  of 
r i s k i n g  its s e c u r i t y  t o  defend .  (This Tac tor  may have 
become d e c r e a s i n g l y  impor tan t ,  however, as it may have 
seemed more and more l i k e l y  t o  Moscow after t h e  Bay of 
P i g s  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  would n o t  itself '  invade Cuba.) 
For Pe ip ing ,  t h e  matter was probably  much more s imple :  t h e  
CCP could no t  recognize  Castro's  regime as s o c i a l i s t  b e f o r e  
Moscow d i d  because t h e  o v e r a l l  Chinese l i n e  w a s  t o  a t t a c k  
Moscow's r e a d i n e s s  t o  defer t o  t h e  " s o c i a l i s t "  p r e t e n s i o n s  
of bourgeois  n a t i o n a l i s t  leaders; because Castro w a s  gener- 
a l l y  regarded  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist movement as 
an i r r e s p o n s i b l e  p e t i t - b o u r g e o i s  w h o  w a s  under s t r o n g  Com- 
munist  i n f l u e n c e  b u t  who was n o t  y e t  f i r m l y  under Communist 
p a r t y  c o n t r o l ;  and because,  d e s p i t e  t h e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  and 
u s e f u l n e s s  of C a s t r o ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s ,  P e i p i n g  w a s  
n o t  ready  t o  weaken its p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  e y e s  of L a t i n  
American Communist leaders by r ecogn iz ing  as w i t h i n  t h e  
f o l d  a man t h e y  cont inued  t o  r e g a r d  as o u t s i d e  it.* 

Despi te  t h i s  Chinese r e t i c e n c e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  Castro's  
socialism, Chinese p o l i c i e s  i n  1961 cont inued t o  f i n d  t h e i r  
g r e a t e s t  suppor t  from t h e  Castroites ra ther  t h a n  t h e  PSP. 
Chinese propaganda ampl i f i ed  its stress on t h e  Cuban revo- 
l u t i o n  as " the  f i r s t  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  America t h a t  won 
v i c t o r y  by armed s t r u g g l e , "  as Peop le ' s  Dai ly  declared on 
26 J u l y .  A Sino-Cuban joint communique s igned  w i t h  Presi- 
d e n t  Dorticos i n  e a r l y  October--unlike a s i m i l a r  Sovie t -  
Cuban communique s igned  t w o  weeks earlier--stressed t h a t  
t h e  "g rea t  v i c t o r y  of t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  has s e t  a b r i l -  
l a n t  example f o r  other L a t h  American peoples." Chinese 
propaganda used  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  Bay of Pigs invasion t o  
hammer home t o  t h e  Cubans and t o  audiences  a l l  o v e r  t h e  

--- 

*As w i l l  be s e e n ,  a s i m i l a r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  has  up u n t i l  
now kep t  Pe ip ing  from f o r m a l l y  r ecogn iz ing  t h e  d i s s i d e n t  
Communist p a r t y  of Brazil--which carr ies  t h e  Chinese l i ne - -  
i n  p l a c e  of t h e  pro-Soviet  B r a z i l i a n  Communist p a r t y .  
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world t h e  conclus ion  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  was indeed a 
"paper t i g e r ; "  and NCNA co r re sponden t s  f i l e d  from Cuban in-  
t e r v i e w s  wi th  v e t e r a n s  of t h e  Bay of P i g s  bat t le  q u o t i n g  
them as r e c a l l i n g  t h a t  "Ma0 Tse-tung sa id  l o n g  ago t h a t  
i m p e r i a l i s t s  and a l l  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  are b u t  paper  t i g e r s  ." 
I n  t h e  same c o n t e x t ,  one such  NCPJA report l i n k e d  t h i s  moral ~ 

w i t h  d e t a i l s  of F i d e l  Castro's guer r i i l a  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  
Cuban mountains,  I I t h e  General  
P o l i t i c a l  Departmknt of t h  e Chinese P e o p i e ' s ' l i b e r a t i o n ,  Army 
i n  Apr i l  rendered t h e  judgment t h a t  "Castro adopts a ve ry  
f i r m  a t t i t u d e  a g a i n s t  U.S. imper ia l i sm,"  and t h a t  as a 
r e s u l t  of t h e  d e f e a t  of t h e  invas ion  " the  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  government headed by C a s t r o  has been s t r eng thened . "  
The growing Chinese a p p r e c i a t i o n  of C a s t r o ' s  v a l u e  t o  Pei-  
p i n g  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  encouraged by t h e  outspoken m i l i t a n c y  
of ' C l s t k r o ' s  views on a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  s t r u g g l e  i n  L a t i n  
America: on 1 4  February,  f o r  example, Castm p u b l i c l y  
s t a t e d  t h a t  " i f  t h e  United States t h i n k s  it has  t h e  r i g h t  
t o  promote c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Cuba and promote r e a c t i o n  
i n  L a t i n  America, t h e n  Cuba also feels  e n t i t l e d  t o  encour- 
age r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  America."* In January ,  C a s t r o  had 
p r i v a t e l y  t o ld  a l a r g e  number of L a t i n  American d e l e g a t e s  
t o  Cuban ann ive r sa ry  celebrat  ions  t h a t  t h e r e  were appropr i -  
ate c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  beginning  g u e r r i l l a  warfare i n  a l l  L a t i n  
American c o u n t r i e s  ( i n  f l a t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  S o v i e t  v iews) ,  
and added t h a t  Venezuela and B r a z i l  were t h e  ideal coun- 
tr ies f o r  such  v e n t u r e s  ( t h e  l a t t e r  coun t ry  w a s  c e r t a i n l y  
n o t  viewed i n  t h i s  way a t  t h i s  t i m e  by t h e  CPSU). On 29 
August, C a s t r o  went beyond t h i s  t o  urge B r a z i l i a n s  p u b l i c l y  
"to p r o f i t  from t h e  expe r i ence  of Cuba" and s t a r t  g u e r r i l l a  

-7 

*Subsequently,  Castro's government w a s  forced t o  send o u t  
a s p e c i a l  circular communication t o  a l l  t h e  L a t i n  American 
r e p u b l i c s  denying t h a t  he in tended  t o  e x p o r t  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
a p p a r e n t l y  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  o f f s e t  adverse  r e a c t i o n s  t o  h i s  
s t a t e m e n t .  

- 53 - 

; 

i 

I 

I 
. i  

I 

i 

I 

I 
j 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

.- I 
I 
I 



, .  . 

-TI T .  1 

, :. 

warfare a g a i n s t  what he termed t h e  " r e a c t i o n a r y  m i l i t a r i s t s "  
who had r e c e n t l y  f o r c e d  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  of B r a z i l i a n  P r e s i -  
d e n t  Quadros . * .  

F u r t h e r ,  Pe ip ing  w a s  undoubtedly g r a t i f i e d  by t h e  
f r i c t i o n  between Cuba and Yugoslavia  d u r i n g  1961 as a re- 
s u l t  of Castro's p o l i c i e s .  During t h e  Cairo p r e p a r a t o r y  
meet ings i n  June f o r  t h e  September conference  of "non- 
a l igned"  n a t i o n s ,  Cuban r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  angered t h e  Yugo- 
s l a v s  by opposing t h e  p l a n  t o  convene t h e  conference  i n  
Belgrade on grounds of Yugoslav " p o l i t i c a l  immaturi ty ,  " 
and a lso d e l i g h t e d  P e i p i n g  (and d i s p l e a s e d  Moscow) by ac- 
c u s i n g  I n d i a  of be ing  a l i g n e d  w i t h  " i m p e r i a l i s m . "  F u r t h e r ,  
Mao's works were p r i n t e d  i n  large e d i t i o n s  i n  Cuba,  w e r e  
g iven  a prominence e q u a l  t o  t h a t  of Lenin and Marx, and 
were supplemented by such  works o f f e n s i v e  t o  t h e  CPSU as 
Anna Louise  S t r o n g ' s  "The R i s e  of t h e  Chinese People's 
Commune." Personnel  of some Cuban m i n i s t r i e s  i n  May were 
reported t o  be a t t e n d i n g  compulsory lectures  on t h e  achieve-  
ments of t h e  Cuban, S o v i e t ,  and Chinese r e v o l u t i o n s .  F i n a l l y ,  
CastroOs d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  World Peace Counci l  meet ing i n  
Stockholm i n  December r e p o r t e d l y  avoided t a k i n g  a p o s i t i o n  
on t h e  Sino-Soviet  b a t t l e  a t  t h a t  g a t h e r i n g .  

I 

I n  s h o r t ,  wh i l e  Castro w a s  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  
dependent on t h e  USSR for econDmic and m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  

T i l e  t h e r e  is some r e a s o n  to b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  CPSU a t  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  moment may have been i n  f a v o r  of t h e  i n i t i a -  
t i o n  of some t y p e  of armed s t r u g g l e  by r ad ica l  f o r c e s  o u t -  
s ide  t h e  Communist p a r t y  t o  create a l e v e r  by means of  which 
t h e  Communist p a r t y  cou ld  t a k e  advantage of t h e  B r a z i l i a n  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c r i s i s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  Castro, by p u b l i c l y  *. 

c a l l i n g  f o r  s u c h  a s t r u g g l e  and t h u s  o s t e n t a t i o u s l y  i n t e r -  
f e r i n g  i n  B r a z i l i a n  p o l i t i c s ,  w a s  undermining t h e  state 
i n t e r e s t s  of h i s  own regime, which r e q u i r e d  t h e  maintenance 
of good r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  government of B r a z i l .  Hence, 
wh i l e  Castro l a t e r  cont inued  t o  advocate  p r i v a t e l y  t h e  
beginning  of gue r r i l l a  w a r f a r e  i n  B r a z i l  ( a f t e r  t h e  CPSU 
aga in  seems t o  have opposed it), .such p u b l i c  o u t b u r s t s  were 
n o t  r e p e a t e d  
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throughout  1961, and w a s  c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union 
i n  t r a i n i n g  s u b v e r s i v e s  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  L a t i n  America, 
n e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  CPR was g iven  a h igh  p l a c e  of honor with- 
i n  Cuba, t h e  g e n e r a l  t e n o r  of Castro's  l i n e  toward t h e  
United States and L a t i n  A m e r i c a  cont inued  t o  be more har- 
monious wi th  Chinese t h a n  w i t h  Sov ie t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  and 
Castro cont inued t o  r e f r a i n  from t h e  s l i g h t e s t  a c t i o n  t h a t  
could  be i n t e r p r e t e d  as cri t icism or o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  CPR. 

The PSP, on t h e  other hand, having won its p o i n t  by 
pushing Castro much f u r t h e r  a long  t h e  p a t h  toward t o t a l  PSP 
c o n t r o l  despite t h e  adverse consequences a p p a r e n t l y  f e a r e d  
by t h e  CPSU, i n c r e a s i n g l y  demonstrated its l o y a l t y  t o  Mos- 
cow as t h e  Sino-Soviet  c o n f l i c t  i n t e n s i f i e d  d u r i n g  1961. 

i n  July, o f f i c i a l s  
NA agency s e n t  them 

for p u b l i c a t i o n  ar t ic les  w i t h  an an t i -Sov ie t  t one ;  PSP lead-  
ers then  decided t h a t  t h i s  material could  n o t  be publ i shed  
i n  Hoy and t h e  Chinese were so advised .  In  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  
t h e C h i n e s e  were s a i d  t o  have c u r t a i l e d  a l l  subsequent  co l -  
l a b o r a t i o n  wi th  Hoy. L a t e r ,  Roy pub l i shed  a number of a r t i -  
cles be fo re  and X e r  t h e  2 2 n n P S U  Congress i n  p r a i s e  of ' 
t h e  new CPSU Program. I n  h i s  speech to t h e  22nd Congress,  
B l a s  Roca (now d e s c r i b e d  as a " m e m b e r  of  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of 
t h e  Cuban ORI") expressed  cautious agreement "with Comrade 
Khrushchev concern ing  t h e  n e g a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Alban- 
i a n  Workers' P a r t y , "  and upon h i s  r e t u r n  to Cuba a g a i n  c r i t -  
i c i z e d  Albania and o f f e r e d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  Khrushchev's 
new a t t a c k s  on S t a l i n .  Neve r the l e s s  Roca i n  Moscow provided 
less than  clearcut s u p p o r t  f o r  Khrushchev's o f f e n s i v e ,  and 
a t  home he at tempted t o  p l a y  down t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of Sino- 
S o v i e t  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  " t h e  Communist p a r t y  of 
China could have some op in ions  which d i f f e r  from o t h e r  
p a r t i e s ,  " but  t h a t  " the  b a s i c  t r u t h  is t h e  i n d e s t r u c t i b l e  
u n i t y  of t h e  soc i a l i s t  camp." Roca's concern f o r  t h e  PSP's 
r e l a t i o n s  .wj;th Castro w a s  p robably  an impor tan t  r e a s o n  for 
t h i s  equivoca t ion .  

- 



The Abort ive PSP Coup and its Aftermath 

The S o v i e t  l e a d e r s h i p  appears  t o  have begun a funda- 
mental  mod i f i ca t ion  i n  its t h i n k i n g  r e g a r d i n g  Cuba i n  t h e  
f a l l  of 1961. Two c e n t r a l  events  had occur red  i n  t h e  p a s t  
y e a r ,  i n  each  case wi thout  some of t h e  d i r e  consequences 
f e a r e d  by t h e  CPSU. PSP p r e s s u r e  on Castro t o  e n l a r g e  t h e  
r o l e  played by t h e  p a r t y  had n o t  backf i r ed  as had happened 
i n  I r a q ,  bu t  had f a i r l y  r a p i d l y  ob ta ined  from C a s t r o  a 
secure, p u b l i c l y  c o n s o l i d a t e d  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  p a r t y  as t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  c e n t e r  of t h e  Cuban s ta te .  The a u t h o r i t y  
of t h e  Communist p a r t y  i n  Cuba w a s  now l i m i t e d  o n l y  by t h e  
e r r a t i c  a c t i o n s  of F i d e l  Castro h imse l f .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, 
from t h e  Sov ie t  p o i n t  of view t h e  effect  of  t h i s  p rocess  
upon t h e  L a t i n  American bourgeo i s i e  had been, as expec ted ,  
un fo r tuna te ;  b u t  t h i s  could  no longe r  be helped.  

Secondly,  t h e  provoca tory  p o l i c y  pursued by Cas t ro ,  
w i th  PSP encouragement, toward t h e  United S t a t e s  had indeed 
f i n a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  long-expected invas ion  of Cuba; bu t  
t h e  management of t h i s  v e n t u r e  gave r eason  t o  b e l i e v e ' . t h a t  
t h e  U.S. would n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  maze d e c i s i v e  use of its power 
t o  d e s t r o y  Castro's regime. For t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  
a v i a b l e  Communist s t a t e  i n  Cuba began t o  appear  p o s s i b l e  
t o  t h e  Sov ie t  l e a d e r s ;  and t h e y  may p r i v a t e l y  have begun 
t o  be .impressed wi th ,  wh i l e  p u b l i c l y  d i s p a r a g i n g ,  P e i p i n g ' s  
argument t h a t  t h e  a b o r t i v e  invas ion  had proven t h a t  t h e  U.S. 
was a "paper t i g e r "  which w o u l d  temporize and retreat i n  
t h e  f a c e  of determined p r e s s u r e .  

"ble t h a t  i n  t h e  f a l l  of  1961 t h e  Sov ie t  l e a d e r s h i p  began 
s e r i o u s l y  t o  c o n s i d e r  p l a c i n g  o f f e n s i v e  missiles i n  Cuba 
as a means of p a r t i a l l y  r e d r e s s i n g  the s t r a t e g i c  imbalance 
w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s  and of s e c u r i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n i t i a -  
t i v e  throughout  t h e  world.  It is l i k e l y ,  however, t h a t  a 
d e c i s i o n  t o  a t tempt  t h i s  v e n t u r e  was not t a k e n  u n t i l  e a r l y  
1962 ( i n  o r  aboht  February) ,  and one c o n s i d e r a t i o n  which 
may have caused t h e  S o v i e t s  t o  h e s i t a t e  was Castro's  cont inued 
power i n  Cuba. Evidence h a s  a l r e a d y  been c i t e d  t o  show 
t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  had a t  various times in t h e  p a s t  regarded  
Castro as an u n d i s c i p l i n e d  and i r r e s p o n s i b l e  adven tu re r ,  

For t h i s  and a number of o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  it is poss i -  
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and Castro, d e s p i t e  h i s  e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g  t i es  w i t h  t h e  b l o c  
and w i t h  t h e  PSP, had given t h e  USSR no r e a s o n  t o  r e v i s e  
t h i s  estimate. I t  is l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  g r e a t l y  
d e s i r e d  t h a t  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Cuban s ta te  be, comple te ly  i n  
t h e  hands of more r e l i ab le  and d i s c i p l i n e d  pe r sons  ( i . e . ,  
t h e  PSP) b e f o r e  under tak ing  t h e  r i s k s  involved  i n  p l a c i n g  
t h e  missiles i n  Cuba.* Thus whi le  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1960 t h e  
CPSU had been apprehens ive  ( f o r  r easons  o f  Sov ie t  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y )  about  PSP i n t e n t i o n s  t o  u s e  Castro $0 f u r t h e r  in- 
crease its power, a yea r  later t h e  S o v i e t  p a r t y  f o r  other 
p o l i c y  r easons  was probably  e q u a l l y  anxious t o  have t h e  PSP 
f i n i s h  t h e  p rocess  and n u l l i f y  C a s t r o ' s  power completely.  

On 1 September 1961 B l a s  Roca and Carlos Rafae l  
Rodriguez a r r i v e d  i n  Moscow w i t h  a Cuban de lega tdon  headed 
by P r e s i d e n t  Dor t i cos .  Nhi le  Dor t i cos  and t h e  o t h e r s  l e f t  
t h e  S o v i e t  Union a f t e r  a few weeks t o  v i s i t  China and t h e n  
t o  r e t u r n  home, Roca and Rodriguez s t a y e d  on i n  Moscow 
through September and October, a t t e n d i n g  t h e  22nd CPSU Con- 
g r e s s  i n  t h e  middle of t h e  l a t t e r  month. L i t t l e  is known 
of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  du r ing  t h i s  v i s i t ,  a l t hough  it is 
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Roca may have addressed  a p r i v a t e  meet ing of 
L a t i n  American d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  congress and it is 
known t h a t  he  had i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  Khrushchev (and presumably 
w i t h  o t h e r  CPSU l e a d e r s ) .  The CPSU could  have used t h i s  
occas ion  t o  i n d i c a t e  to  Roca a d e s i r e  t h a t  C a s t r o ' s  pe r sona l  
power be s h a r p l y  reduced,  wi thout  n e e e s s a r  i l y  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h e  s p e c i a l  Sov ie t  motive f o r  wish ing  t h i s  t o  happen. 

As e a r l y  as January  1960 Roca and o t h e r  PSP l e a d e r s  
were r e p o r t e d  t o  have p r i v a t e l y  remarked t h a t  it would be 
necessa ry  t o  p l a c e  r e l i a b l e  PSP personnel  i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
Cuban government t o  g e t  r i d  of t h e  Castroi te  Communist 

*That t h  e S o v i e t  Union i n  t h e  end went ahead wi th  t h e  
ven tu re  a f t e r  C a s t r o ' s  v i c t o r y  over  t h e  PSP is a measure  
of t h e  g a i n s  t h e  USSR hoped t o  achieve ;  as w i l l  be s e e n ,  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Castro was i n  power a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  m i s -  
s i l e  crisis i n  October d i d  measurably i n c r e a s e  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  r i s k  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  Union. 
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d e v i a t i o n i s t s  w i th  w h k h  t h e  government w a s  t hen  r i d d l e d .  
By t h e  f a l l  of  1961, t h e  PSP was w e l l  p o s i t i o n e d  t o  a t tempt  
t o  complete t h i s  job by s u p p l a n t i n g  i n  a u t h o r i t y  t h e  lead-  
i n g  llCommunist d e v i a t i o n i s t s " :  F i d e l  Castro, R a u l  Castro, 
and Che Guevara. I n  t h e  apparent  b e l i e f  t h a t  he could 
govern through t h e  u s e  of t h e  PSP o r g a n i z a t i o n  wi thout  
be ing  governed by i t ,  Castro had p l aced  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  exercise c o n t r o l ,  under t h e  g u i s e  of t h e  
O R I ,  over  a l l  phases  of p u b l i c  life throughout  Cuba. And 
a1 though t h e  PSP supposedly had l o s t  its o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
i d e n t i t y  through its merger i n t o  t h e  O R I ,  i n  f a c t  t h i s  was 
no t  so ,  and s e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  a t tes t  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  of 
t h e  PSP cont inued  t o  e x i s t  and t o  m e e t  wi thout  C a s t r o  
having access t o  it. I n  l a t e  November 1961, for example, 
such  a meet ing is r e p o r t e d  t o  have t aken  p l a c e  a t  t h e  of- 
f i c e s  of Hoy to h e a r  Rodriguez and Roca r e p o r t  on some of 
t h e  t o p i c f i h e y  had d i scussed  i n  Moscow w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  
l e a d e r s .  

Beginning a t  about t h i s  t ime-- that  is, no t  l ong  a f t e r  
t h e  r e t u r n  of the  two PSP l e a d e r s  from Moscow--there i x m e - t O  

p r e s s u r e  on Castro's  p o s i  as t ro  t o  
defend h imse l f .  I n  November, f o r  example, t h e  PSP func- 
t i o n a r y  Lazaro Pena was named s e c r e t a r y  g e n e r a l  of a re- 
o r  an ized  Cuban l a b o r  f e d e r a t i o n .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  a 

1 i g h t  i n c r e a s i n g  ev idence  of PSP 

obse rve r  i n  Havana r e p o r t e d  s t r o n g  i n d i c a  L a  a s t r o  had had a "serious squabble"  wi th  Pena and B las  
Roca ove r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  e x e c u t i v e  committee of t h e  
f e d e r a t i o n .  

On t h e  evening  of 30 November, B l a s  Roca gave a 
l eng thy  i n t e r v i e w  on Cuban t e l e v i s i o n  i n  which he d i scussed  
t h e  22nd CPSU congress  d e c i s i o n s  on S t a l i n ' s  abuse of per- 
s o n a l  power and d i s r e g a r d  f o r  " c o l l e c t i v e  l eade r sh ip"  i n  
terms which seemed t o  be s t r o n g l y  p o i n t e d  a t  Castro, and 
indeed  ended by s t r e s s i n g  t h e  need f o r  "greater c o l l e c t i v e  
l eade r sh ip"  i n  t h e  Cuban p a r t y .  On t h e  fo l lowing  evening,  
Castro gave t h e  r a d i o  speech  i n  which he  pronounced himself  
a "Marxis t -Leninis t ."  In t h e  course of t h i s  speech ,  he 
seemed t o  be answering Roca by defending  r e p e a t e d l y  h i s  p a s t  
pe r sona l  ro le  as l e a d e r  of t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n ;  t h e s e  re- 
marks were a t  one p o i n t  p re faced  w i t h  t h e  s t a t emen t  t h a t  
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" i f  some people  are going  to speak of it, it is w e l l  t h a t  
t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  speak of it a l so . "  H e  aff i r m d  his 
p r e s e n t  b e l i e f  i n  c o l l e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  but i n s i s t e d  
n a i v e l y  t h a t  t h e  nevi Cuban p a r t y  ( t h e  PURS) which t h e  O R 1  
was t o  create should  o f f e r  equa l  r i g h t s  t6 "a l l  m e m b e r s  
of d i f f e r e n t  revolutionary o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  with no s p e c i a l  
p r i v i l e g e s  f o r  e i ther  t h e  PSP or t h e  26th of J u l y  movement. 
Again t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  himself  from S t a l i n ,  he admi t ted  
t h a t  he could make mis t akes ,  snd implied that o t h e r s  shou ld  
make t h e  same admission;  s i m i l a r l y ;  he admi t ted  &hat a t  
one t i m e  he had had 'tpre.judicesl '  a g a i n s t  t h e  PSP, and i m -  
p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  PSP a l s o  had something to c o n f e s s o *  The 
major p o i n t  Castro made i n  t h i s  speech ,  however, w a s  t h a t  
he was a Marxis t -Lenin is t  (and t h e r e f o r e ,  by impl i ca t ion ,  
f u l l y  e n t i t l e d  to l ead  a Marxis t -Lenin is t  p a r t y ) ;  f u r t h e r ,  
t h a t  he  had had Marxist views ( a l b e i t  " incomplete ,"  and 
a l b e i t  w i th  "p re jud ices"  a g a i n s t  t h e  PSP) no t  on ly  0n t h e  
day he came t o  power, but on t h e  day he a t t a c k e d  B a t i s t a ' s  
Msneada ba r racks  i n  1953. The g e n e r a l  t one  of t h e s e  re- 
marks was cons ide rab ly  removed from t h a t  of h i s  p u b l i c  
remarks i n  February and March 1961, when he had s t r e s s e d  
h i s  " i d e o l o g i c a l  weakness" as compared wi th  t h e  PSP i n  t h e  
e a r l y  s t a g e s  of h i s  r e v o l u t i o n .  In  ano the r  speech t h r e e  
weeks lat.er, Castro went even f u r t h e r ,  c l a iming  e x p l i c i t l y  
t h a t  he had been a Marxis t -Lenin is t  th roughout  h i s  g u e r r i l l a  
s t r u g g l e  b u t  that. he had c l e v e r l y  d i s g u i s e d  t h i s  fact 
(p l ac ing  himself  i n  the c u r i o u s  p o s i t i o n  of a Marxist-Lenin- 
ist who had had I tpra judices"  against  t h e  Marxis t -Lenin is t  
p a r t y ) .  

Castrow s remarks about h i s  Marxism-Leninism, thus 
made for p u r e l y  in terna l  r easons ,  w e r e  g r e a t l y  damaging 

*After  h i s  public v i c t o r y  over  t h e  PSP i n  1962, Castro 
t o l d  v i s i t i n g  B r a z i l i a n  d i s s i d e n t  Communis t s  t h a t  one of 
t h e  s e p a r a t i n g  him and t h e  2 6 t h  of J u l y  l e a d e r s  from 
t h e  PSP leaders w a s  t h e  unwi l l i ngness  of t h e  l a t te r  t o  in-  
du lge  i n  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  "which shou ld  have taken p l a c e  be- 
cause of t h e i r  l a c k  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
and t h e i r  compromises w i t h  t h e  B a t i s t a  regime." 
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t o  t h e  Cuban and S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n s  i n  L a t i n  America, as w e l l  
as t o  t h a t  of t h e  L a t i n  American Communist p a r t i e s .  The 
Chi lean  p a r t y  i n i t i a l l y  took  t h e  l i n e  t h a t  Cas t ro  had not  
i n  f ac t  s a i d  what w a s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him, and t h a t  t h e  1 
December speech was a f a b r i c a t i o n  of " i m p e r i a l i s t s "  who 
wished t o  d i s c r e d i t  him. While other p a r t i e s  h a i l e d  t h e  
speech  as a demonst ra t ion  t h a t  Castro w a s  on t h e  c o r r e c t  
road ,  t h e y  played down its Marxis t -Lenin is t  a s p e c t s  i n  an 
e f f o r t  t o  r e t a i n  non-Communist s u p p o r t  f o r  C a s t r o  and them- 
s e l v e s .  Cuban Vice 'Foreign Min i s t e r  O l i v a r e s  t o l d  Bo l iv i an  
o f f i c i a l s  i n  l a te  December t h a t  'Cuba recognized t h a t  C a s -  
t r o ' s  admission t h a t  he was a Marxist had xnade impossible  
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  L a t i n  American states t h a t  had broken 
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Cuba ,  bu t  t h a t  C u b a  wished t o  improve rela- 
t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  remaining s t a t e s .  Also i n  l a t e  December, 
i n  an e f f o r t  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  impression l e f t  by Castro's 
s t a t e m e n t ,  Pravda r e p r i n t e d  p o r t i o n s  of  an a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  
by C a s t r o  f o r  a Cuban j o u r n a l  i n  which he v igo rous ly  denied 
t h a t  h i s  regime was a s a t e l l i t e  of t h e  Sov ie t  Union. 

I n  December and January  PSP leaders--part i c u l a r l y  
Roca and Escalante--cont inued t o  p r e s s  Castro hard  i n  pub- 
l i c  speeches  for submission t o  PSP a u t h o r i t y .  On 11 Decem- 
ber ,  for example, E s c a l a n t e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  "among m i l i t a n t s  
there had t o  ex is t  a m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e , "  he c r i t i c ized  
"personal  l o y a l  t ies ,  I) and he warned that  pe r sona l  op in ions  
d i f f e r i n g  from t h e  p a r t y  l i n e  should  not  be given o u t s i d e  
of p a r t y  assembl ies .  On 30 December E s c a l a n t e  r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Castro had r e c e n t l y  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  
of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  new p a r t y  would be discussed 
a t  a l a t e r  da te ,  commented s a r c a s t i c a l l y  t h a t  " t h e  t o p i c  
is perhaps  too complicated and does n o t  l end  i t s e l f  t o  
s imple  exp lana t ions ,  I' and added t h a t  he himself would never- 
theless  now p rov ide  such an e x p l a n a t i o n .  The exp lana t ion  
he provided aga in  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  there should  be Itan almost 
m i l i t a r y  d i s c i p l i n e  o b l i g a t o r y  for a l l ,  t h e  leaders and 
t h e  l e d , "  and t h a t  t h e r e  could n o t  be t w o  d i s c i p l i n e s ,  
"one f o r  t h e  h i g h e r  and one f o r  the  lower." In  , ea r ly  
January ,  Blas  Roca a g a i n  o b l i q u e l y  c r i t i c i zed  Castro for 
having  p a i d  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t r i b u t e  t o  c o l l e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  1 

i n  one of h i s  r e c e n t  speeches .  
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By t h e  t u r n  of t h e  yea r ,  the c o n f l i c t  between t h e  
Castroites and t h e  PSP had i n c r e a s i n g l y  c e n t e r e d  on t h e  
q u e s t i o n  of t h e  composi t ion of t h e  e x e c u t i v e  organs  of 
t h e  OR1 (which still had n o t  been formed) and on t h e  paral- 
l e l  m a t t e r  of t h e  c o n t r o l  of  key M i n i s t r i e s  of t h e  govern- 
ment. In  January ,  E s c a l a n t e ,  who was i n  charge  of organi -  
z a t i o n a l  matters f o r  t h e  ORI,  p u b l i c l y  r evea led  t h e  exist-  
ence  i n  each  M i n i s t r y  of 8 nuc leus  of t h e  OR1 which would 
act  as t h e  l i a i s o n  l i n k  between t h e  Min i s t ry  and t h e  p a r t y .  
In  practice,  t h i s  meant t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a dev ice  for 
PSP c o n t r o l  Over M i n i s t r i e s  n o t  headed by PSP members. 
T h i s  development co inc ided  w i t h  several reports t o  t h e  
e f f e c t  t h a t  PSP leader Carlos Rafael Rodriguez was q u i e t l y  
s u p p l a n t i n g  Che  Guevara as Cuba's econorhic c h i e f ,  A t  about 
t h i s  t i m e ,  i n  January ,  an unconfirmed r e p o r t  claimed f o r  
t h e  first t i m e  (a) t h a t  B l a s  Roca had asked Castro t o  
r e s i g n  as Prime M i n i s t e r  and (b) t h a t  f o u r  Cabinet  p o s t s  
be ass igned  t o  t h e  PSP, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Labor Mini s t ry  for  
Lazaro Pena. While t h e  f i r s t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  seems 
improbable, i f  o n l y  because it would  have p r e c i p i t a t e d  a 
v i o l e n t  r e a c t i o n  from C a s t r o  a month b e f o r e  there a p p a r e n t l y  
w a s  such a r e a c t i o n ,  t h e  second c o n t e n t i o n  of t h e  r e p o r t  
may be t r u e .  It so, t h e  PSP d i d  not a t  first succeed i n  
changing t h e  formal  composi t ion of t h e  government. 

There is good evidence  t h a t  the  crisis between t h e  
PSP and t h e  Castroites occurred  d u r i n g  t h e  month of February 
and t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  weeks of March. It was i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  
t h a t  t h e  PSP made an o v e r t  move a g a i n s t  Castro*s p o s i t i o n  
and t h a t  Castro for t h e  first time seemed t o  become aware 
of a rea l  danger  to h i s  p e r s o n a l  power and for t h e  first 
t i m e  t h e r e f o r e  was w i l l i n g  to t a k e  drast ic  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
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*Castro subsequent ly  f o l d  t h e  v i s i t i n g  B r a z i l i a n  d i s -  
s i d e n t  Communists t h a t  he,  Raul Cas t ro ,  and Guevara had 
been " too  pre-occupied" w i t h  governmental t a s k s  t o  n o t i c e  
t h e  m i s u s e  of power by the  PSP u n t i l  t h e y  d iscovered  t h a t  
p l o t s  w e r e  be ing  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  them and t h a t  some of 
t h e  PSP l e a d e r s  "were a c t u a l l y  s e e k i n g  t o  overthrow t h e  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  2 6 t h  of J u l y  movement and t o  seize power 
f o r  themselves;"  it was t h e n  t h a t  he decided t o  act .  I t  
is l i k e l y  t h a t  C a s t r o  d i d  i n  f a c t  know t h a t  t h e  PSP was 
us ing  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  he had g iven  it t o  en t r ench  i t s e l f  i n  
t h e  machinery of p a r t y  and s ta te  throughout  t h e  coun t ry  a t  
t h e  expense of h i s  old 26 th  of J u l y  f o l l o w e r s ,  and t h a t  
he d i d  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  o b j e c t  t o  t h i s  u n t i l  t h e  PSP also 
began o v e r t  moves a g a i n s t  h i m .  
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I n  e a r l y  February,  a t  a j o i n t  meeting of t h e  l e a d e r s  
of t h e  Cuban government and t h e  ORI, t h e  PSP is s a i d  t o  
have proposed t h a t  committees of t h e  ORI  be e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  de fense  a f f a i r s  and economic a f f a i r s , *  and t h a t  
t h e  PSP l e a d e r  Joaquin Ordoqui be named chairman of t h e  
de fense  committee. Adoption of this proposa l  would have 
enabled  t h e  PSP t o  a t t empt  t o  exer t  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  over  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of Raul Castro as M i n i s t e r  of t h e  Armed 
Forces .  F i d e l  C a s t r o  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have opposed any d i s -  
c u s s i o n  of t h e  committee because of t h e  absence of Raul 
and t o  have a b j e c t e d  i n  g e n e r a l  t o  t h e  proceedings .  He 
is s a i d  t o  have been suppor ted  by t h e  C a s t r o i t e s  E m i l i o  
Aragones, Augusto Mart inez,  and Che Guevara. The proposa l  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d e f e n s e  committee w a s  t h e r e f o r e  postponed. 
Subsequent ly ,  Anibal E s c a l a n t e  is s a i d  t o  have p r i v a t e l y  
accused t h e  2 6 t h  of J u l y  movement of "opportunism" and 
" h y s t e r i c a l  r e a c t  i o n s  ." 

On 1 4  February,  a r e p o r t  quo t ing  " c e r t a i n  Coinmunist 
circles i n  Cuba" s t a t e d  t h a t  it was expected t h a t  Ordoqui 
would become M i n i s t e r  of Defense and t h a t  F i d e l  C a s t r o  
w o u l d  be named P r e s i d e n t  of Cuba so t h a t  B l a s  Roca could 
assume t h e  j o b  of Prime Min i s t e r .  Ten days  l a t e r ,  

munis t s  were c l a iming  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Armed Forces  and t h e  
p o s t  of Prime M i n i s t e r ,  and t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a chance t h a t  
open armed c o n f l i c t  might t a k e  p l ace .  There is i n  f a c t  a 

occur  i n  t h e  t h i r d  week of February,  when Juan Taquechel,  
t h e  PSP l a b o r  c h i e f  in O r i e n t e  province ,  was r e p o r t e d  by 
San t i ago  r a d i o  t o  have d i e d  of a h e a r t  a t t a c k .  I n  fac t ,  
he is be l i eved  t o  have d i e d  i n  a s h o o t i n g  i n c i d e n t ,  and 
acco rd ing  t o  one r e p o r t ,  R a u l  Cas t ro  ( w h o ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
commanding t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  r u n s  O r i e n t e  province  as a 
p r i v a t e  kingdom) w a s  involved  i n  t h i s  i n c i d e n t .  Another 

' the s i t u a r ; l o n  i n  c u D a  was x t remely  r e p o r t e d  L=G2sa t  e n  e ,  

' good p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a t  least one v i o l e n t  i n c i d e n t  d i d  

* A  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  committee is known t o  have been e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  i n  December, w i t h  t h e  PSP member Ramon Ca lc ines  as 
s e c r e t a r y .  
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On 21 February PSP leaders i n  t h e  OR1 were r e l i a b l y  
r e p o r t e d  t o  have g iven  v e r b a l  o r d e r s  t h a t  t h e  name of F i d e l  
Castro w a s  no t  t o  be mentioned i n  newspapers as t h e  p r i n c i -  
p a l  leader of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and some days  l a t e r  Hoy pub- 
l i s h e d  a q u e s t i o n  i n q u i r i n g  as t o  Castro's e x a c t  p m t i o n  
and answered it w i t h  a formula whikh omi t ted  s a y i n g  t h a t  
he  w a s  t h e  head of t h e  ORI. A t  about t h i s  t i m e  t h e  Yugoslav 
ambassador is r e p o r t e d  t o  have had an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  B l a s  
Roca--presumably t o  i n q u i r e  as' t o  h i s  i n t e n t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  
Castro--from which he a p p a r e n t l y  emerged d i s s a t i s f i e d ,  

By e a r l y  March Castro had r e t u r n e d  t o  Havana, and 
on 9 March he  won an i n i t i a l  v i c t o r y  when t h e  fo rma t ion  of 
t h e  Na t iona l  Directorate of t h e  OR1 w a s  fo rma l ly  announced. 
While t h e  PSP and the  26th  of J u l y  movement were a l m o s t  
e q u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  on the  D i r e c t o r a t e ,  Castro and h i s  lead- 
i n g  adhe ren t s  w e r e  g iven  a f a r  m o r e  prominent p o s i t i o n  on 
t h e  list of D i r e c t o r a t e  members t h a n  were B l a s  Roca and t h e  
PSP leaders. 

I t  w a s  between 9 March and 23 March--when t h e  OR1 
S e c r e t a r i a t  was f i n a l l y  formed--that t h e  i s s u e  was f i n a l l y  

*Another PSP l e a d e r  i n  O r i e n t e ,  F i d e l  Pompa, w a s  v i o l e n t l y  
a t t a c k e d  by F i d e l  Castro a t  the t i m e  of h i s  p u b l i c  denuncia- 
t i o n  of Anibal Esca lan te ;  and a f t e rward ,  t h e r e  was a thorough 
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  OR1 p a r t y  machinery i n  O r i e n t e ,  which 
w a s  one of t h e  provinces  where t h e  local PSP c h i e f  of t h e  
OR1 was r e p l a c e d .  
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dec ided .  I t  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  d u r i n g  t h e s e  two weeks t h a t  Juan 
Almeida and o t h e r  non-Communist Army o f f i c e r s  r e p o r t e d l y  
a t t ended  a meeting w i t h  F i d e l  Castro a t  which t h e y  pu t  pres -  
s u r e  on him t o  d i s m i s s  t h e  Communists from key p o s i t i o n s .  1 

I t  w a s  also a p p a r e n t l y  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  OR1 meet ing 
took  p l a c e  at  which t i m e  t h e r e  was a d e c i s i v e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  , 

between t h e  Castroites and t h e  PSP, 1 
I 

I c a s t r o  a enouncea r;ne Yar 
d t h a t  t he  PSP leaders 

I 

p r e s e n t  made h a s t e  t o  v i l i f y  t h e i r  comrade Anibal E s c a l a n t e  
as the  s o l e  c u l p r i t  r e s p o n s i b l e .  Faced wi th  t h e  d i scove ry  
t h a t  it d i d  n o t  have t h e  power, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  army, 
t o  s t a n d  u p  t o  determined o p p o s i t i o n  by Castro, t h e  PSP 
made a headlong retreat. 

Th i s  meet ing may have come immediately after t w o  
speeches  made by C a s t r o  on 1 4  and 17 March which launched 
h i s  p u b l i c  campaign a g a i n s t  t he  PSP. On t h e  f i r s t  occas ion ,  
he u t i l i z e d  t h e  PSP's i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  o m i t  a passage from 
t h e  r e a d i n g  of a n  h i s t o r i c a l  document as a p r e t e x t  f o r  a 
v i o l e n t  assaul t  on those who w o u l d  rewrite h i s t o r y  and who 
w o u l d  f o r c e  others  t o  accept  what "they" s a y  merely because 
"they" s a y  it. ( I n  t h e i r  abject  p r a i s e  of Cas t ro t s  speech 
d u r i n g  t h e  nex t  f e w  d a y s ,  Hoy and B l a s  Roca d i d  their  b e s t  
t o  imply t h a t  t h e  blame f o r h i s  omission belonged o n l y  to 
t h e  man who read t h e  document.) On t h e  17 th ,  Castro went 
on t o  a t t a c k  t h o s e  pe r sons  who had i n f i l t r a t e d  t h e  revolu-  
t i o n a r y  n u c l e i  t o  misuse power and p r i v i l e g e  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  
t h a t  t h e y  were "more r e v o l u t  ionasy  t h a n  anyone else. 

By 23 March C a s t r o ' s  v i c t o r y  w a s  complete:  on t h a t  
day t h e  OR1 Nat iona l  Directorate announced t h e  appointment 
of Fidel  Castro as f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  and R a u l  Castro as 
second s e c r e t a r y  i n  a new six-man S e c r e t a r i a t  i n  which B l a s  
Roca w a s  t h e  on ly  PSP member. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  OR1 commit- 
tees f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( i .e. ,  cad re  appointment) and t rade 
union a f f a i r s  were formed w i t h  o n l y  one PSI? man i n  each ;  
i n  n e i t h e r  case was he t h e  chairman of t h e  committee. Hoy 
a g a i n  h a i l e d  t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s  wi th  abject p r a i s e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
n o t i n g  t h a t  R a u l  Cas t roes  appointment as second s e c r e t a r y  
"guarantees  t h e  automatic replacement  of t h e  f i r s t  secre- 
ta ry"- - i . e . ,  t h a t  he was h i s  brotherOs h e i r  t o  power.' 

I 
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T h e r e a f t e r  C a s t r o  w a s  concerned wi th  t h e  p u r s u i t  of 
t h e  rou ted  PSP and wi th  t h e  blackmail  of  t h e  Sov ie t  Union. 
On 24 and 25 March, he r e p o r t e d l y  h e l d  d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  
numerous f o l l o w e r s  of h i s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  army, who 
i n  t h e  p a s t  had s u f f e r e d  downgrading a t  t h e  hands of t h e  
PSP (with h i s  acquiescence); he  is s a i d  t o  have t o l d  them 
t h a t  he w a s  about t o  a t t a c k  t h e  PSP opsnly ,  and t o  have 
asked for t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  On 26 March, Anibal Esca lan te  
l e f t  Cuba permanently for E a s t e r n  Europe, and a few hours  
la ter  Cas t ro  d e l i v e r e d  his l e n g t h y  p u b l i c  a t t a c k  on Esca lan te .  
Although t h e  l a t t e r  was d e p i c t e d  as t h e  c h i e f  v i l l a i n ,  
C a s t r o  dropped numerous h i n t s  t h a t  o t h e r  PSP l e a d e r s  might 
a lso be found g u i l t y ,  and i n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  purge of t h e  
OR1 appa ra tus  throughout  t h e  coun t ry  which went on over  
t h e  nex t  two months such  t h r e a t s  were r e i t e r a t e d  many 
t i m e s  by C a s t r o  and o t h e r s .  

no resistance t o  t h e  purge from t h e  PSP--which cont inued  
t o  expres s  obsequious agreement i n  Hoy and elsewhere wi th  
e v e r y t h i n g  C a s t r o  sa id- - they  are a l K l i k e l y  t o  have been 
meant t o  be heard by t h e  CPSU. C a s t r o  was w e l l  aware t h a t  
t h e  S o v i e t s  were behind t h e  a t tempt  a g a i n s t  him; he is 
r e l i a b l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  l a t e  A p r i l  OF e a r l y  May t o  have cu r sed  
Sov ie t  Ambassador Kudryavtsev i n  conve r sa t ions  w i t h  non- 
Communist c r o n i e s ;  and a f t e r  Kudryavtsev had been withdrawn 
and r ep laced  by t h e  USSR i n  l a te  May, R a u l  Castro is s a i d  
t o  have implied t h a t  F i d e l  Castro was r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h i s  
removal.* And w h i l e  Castro w a s  ve ry  r e l u c t a n t  t o  break  
t o t a l l y  wi th  t h e  PSP because of h i s  need f o r , t h e i r  t r a i n e d  
c a d r e s  t o  main ta in  h i s  regime i n  power, he w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  
drop  h i n t s  of more f a r - r each ing  a c t i o n s  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  
force t h e  CPSU t o  make concess ions  t o  him. 

While t h e s e  t h r e a t s  were p a r t i a l l y  intended t o  i n s u r e  

*Kudryavtsev i n  e a r l y  Apr i l  is r e l i a b l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
commented despondent ly  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Cuba, t o  have 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  two p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  i n  Cuba, Castro's 
and "ours," and t o  have a l l u d e d  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of help-  
i n g  t h e  I r r  i g h t "  people--i  e.,  t h e  PSP--without be ing  accused 
of no t  suppor t ing  Castro.  

- 66 - 



The CPSU undoubtedly was alarmed, and soon made a 
number of major concess ions .  A f t e r  an i n i t i a l  two-week 
p e r i o d  of cons idera t  i o n  d u r i n g  which Pravda pub1 i s h e d  
o n l y  a b r i e f  and i n a c c u r a t e  summary o m r o D s  26 March 
a t t a c k  on Esca lan te ,  which w a s  O t h e r w i s e  comple te ly  
ignored i n  Soviet propaganda, Pravda on 11 Apr i l  publ i shed  
an e d i t o r i a l  a r t i c l e  s e e k i n g  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  C a s t r o ,  
T h i s  ar t ic le  endorsed C a s t m u  s condemnat i on  of E s c a l a n t e  
as t h e  scapegoa t ,  f u r n i s h e d  a b e i l e d  warning t o  Castro 
a g a i n s t  ex tend ing  t h e  a t t a c k  t o  other PSP leaders lest  he  
" p l e a s e  t h e  imper ia l i s t s ,  ' I  and acknowledged t h a t  so long  
as C a s t r o  e x e r c i s e d  such  r e s t r a i n t  he w a s  " c o r r e c t l y  b u i l d -  
ing a s i n g l e  Marxis t -Lenin is t  party."* Moreover, t h e  
Pravda a r t ic le  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  r e f e r r e d  t o  Castro as 
"comrade." T h i s $  w a s  fol lowed,  on 15 Apr i l ,  by t h e  pub l i -  
c a t i o n  of t h e  CPSU May Day s l o g a n s ,  i n  which Cuba for t h e  
first t i m e  was credi ted  w i t h  something approaching "soci- 
a l i s t "  s t a t u s .  The Cuban slogaq was moved from t h e  s e c t i o n  
devoted  t o  non-Communist c o u n t r i e s  t o  t h e  end of t h e  group 
of s l o g a n s  devoted t o  the  bloc; and t h e  Cuban people  were 
d i scove red  t o  have "embarked on the  p a t h  of b u i l d i n g  soci- 
a l ism,  whereas p r e v i o u s l y ,  b e f o r e  t h e  Soviet-sponsored 
a t tempted  PSP coup, Sov ie t  s logans  had d e p i c t e d  t h e  Cubans 
o n l y  as "bu i ld ing  a new l i f e . "  F i n a l l y ,  a r e p o r t  from 
Cuba was inco rpora t ed  i n t o  a 2 May Pravda roundup of May 
Day c e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  bloc c a p i t a l s ,  an 18 May speech 
i n  B u l g a r i a  Khrushchev impl ied  t h a t  C u b a  was a member of 
t h e  social is t  camp. , 

In  a d d i t i o n  t o  making t h e s e  concess ions  t o  C u b a ' s  
"social is t"  s t a tus ,  which still  did no t  amount t o  an e x p l i c i t  
commitment to defend Cuba bu t  which went far  beyond what 
Moscow had been w i l l i n g  t o  s a y  before t h e  Castro-PSP crisis, 
t h e  Sov ie t  leaders a p p a r e n t l y  decided i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of 

*Pravda d i d  no t  s ta te  t h a t  he had a l r e a d y  b u i l t  such  a 
part-ce t h e  OR1 was on ly  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  body f o r  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  ( t h e  PURS). A Sov ie t  lecturer i n  
e a r l y  A p r i l  s ta ted t h a t  the OR1 w a s  no t  a p a r t y  bu t  tha t  
it was a Marxis t -Lenin is t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  
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A p r i l  t o  extend t o  Castro t h e  p roposa l  ts place m i s s i l e s  
i n  Cuba. On 17 Apr i l ,  t h e  Cuban government a p p a r e n t l y  
took  its f i r s t  s t e p  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  for t h e  missile ven tu re  
when R a u l  Castro p r i v a t e l y  in spec ted  t h e  Torrens  reforma- 
t o r y  nea r  Havana; thereupon t h e  re formatory  w a s  evacuated  
and p r e p a r a t i o n s  begun t o  conve r t  it i n t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
Sov ie t  headquarters i n  Cuba. It is u n c e r t a i n  what promises 
were made by t h e  S o v i e t s  t o  C a s t r o  a t  t h d s  t i m e ,  Although 
it might be thought ,  i n  view of Castro*s conduct i n  Novem- 
ber, t h a t  t h e  USSR had promised h i m  never  t o  remove t h e  
m i s s i l e s  and t o  defend Cuba a t  a l l  c o s t s ,  t h i s  is u n l i k e l y  
i n  view of t h e  past  h i s t o r y  of extreme Sov ie t  unwi l l ingness  
t o  commit i t s e l f  unequivoca l ly  to defend Cuba. I t  is more 
l i k e l y  t h a t  Sov ie t  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  Castro were o p t i m i s t i c  
and ambiguous; a l l  t h e  more l i k e l y ,  s i n c e  R a u l  Castro d u r -  
i n g  h i s  v i s i t  t o  Moscow i n  J u l y  1962 is r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
t r i e d  and f a i l e d  t o  secure Cuban membership i n  t h e  Warsaw 
P a c t .  

A t  any rate,  t h e  concess ions  made by t h e  Sov ie t  
Union were s u f f i c i e n t  t o  cause Castro t o  relax t h e  th rea t  
of f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  t o p  PSP leaders. I n  e a r l y  
June he is r e p o r t e d  t o  have summoned a group of twenty 
l e a d i n g  non-Communist army o f f i c e r s ,  i nc lud ing  Juan  Almeida ,  
t o  a m e e t i n g  i n  which Castro stressed t h e  importance of 
Sov ie t  economic a i d  t o  Cuba ,  warmly p r a i s e d  c e r t a i n  PSP 
leaders, and expressed  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a t t i t u d e  taken  
by t h e  PSP toward the  E s c a l a n t e  a f f a i r .  Castro is sa id  t o  
have concluded by u rg ing  h i s  a u d i e n c e  n o t  t o  create new 
o b s t a c l e s  and n o t  t o  be drawn i n t o  " sec t a r i an i sm."  S ince  
many of t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  were an t  i-Communist and had been 
a l l i e d  w i t h  Cas t ro  i n  h i s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  PSP i n  March, 
t h e y  undoubtedly understood t h i s  s t a t emen t  as a warning t h a t  
t h e  war a g a i n s t  the  PSP w a s  over .*  

*One o f f i c e r  a t  t h  is meet ing was r e p o r t e d  t o  have remarked 
t o  Cas t ro ,  "F ide l ,  if you ' re  r e l y i n g  011 them, donOt r e l y  
on m e , "  upon which C a s t r o  became extremely angry.  I n  Janu- 
a r y  1963, Castro t o l d  a French j o u r n a l i s t  t h a t  " a f t e r  hav- 
ing  denounced t h e  a c t i o n  of Anibal  E s c a l a n t e ,  I had t o  u s e  
a l l  my a u t h o r i t y  t o  p reven t  a wave of vengeance from sweep- 
i n g  t h e  movement .!' 
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By t h e  l a t e  summer of 1962, t h e  purge of t h e  PSP had 
had l i t t l e  ef iect  i n  t h e  Cuban e d u c a t i o n  and i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  
appa ra tus ,  most of which was s t i l l  be ing  r u n  by PSP cadres. 
Even i n  t h e  OR1 p o l i t i c a l  a p p a r a t u s ,  where t h e  purge was 
f e l t  most deeply ,  t h e  PSP r e t a i n e d  n ine  m e m b e r s  of t h e  24- 
man Nat iona l  Directorate and two o u t  of t h e  s i x  p r o v i n c i a l  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y s h i p s .  The PSP leaders  Carlos Rafae l  Rodriguez, 
Lazaro Pena, and Manuel Luzardo cont inued  to head t h e  
a g r a r i a n  reform i n s t i t u t e ,  t h e  labor f e d e r a t i o n ,  and t h e  
Min i s t ry  of I n t e r n a l  Trade, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I 1 

r e p o r t e d  
i n  e a r l y  YeptemDer tnar; s i n c e  m i a  - ~ u g n s z  mere ad been a 
pronounced resurgence  of the PSP l e a d e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Blas 
Roca, and t h a t  t h e  PSP had aga in  been g iven  a prominerit ' 

p o l i t i c a l  and policy-making ro le  a s  p a r t  of t h e  p r i c e  f o r  
S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e .  Such PSP l e a d e r s  as Roca, 
Rodriguez,  and Pena were r e p o r t e d  t o  be i n  f r e q u e n t  con- 
t a c t  wi th  t h e  new Sov ie t  ambassador. 

I 

Cuba and the Sino-Soviet  S t r u g g l e  

Meanwhile, t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  C a s t r o i t e s  and 
t h e  PSP t o  t h e  Sino-Soviet  c o n f l i c t  cont inued  a long  t h e  
same l i n e s  as before;  w i t h  t h e  PSP showing t h e  greatest  
en thus iasm for Sov ie t  p o s i t i o n s ,  * t h e  Castroites d i s p l a y -  
i n g  a degree of m i l i t a n c e  which was f a r  closer t o  t h e  Chi- 
nese  than  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  l i n e ,  and t h e  regime as a whole 
ho ld ing  t o  a neut ra l - -or  r a the r ,  noncommittal--posit ion i n  
t h e  d i s p u t e .  t h i s  
noncommittal Ltance w a s  f i r m  Cuban government policy! and 
a t  least one h igh- leve l  government o f f i c i a l  w a s  of t h e  
opin ion  t h a t  it was t h e  du ty  of  t h e  Cubans t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  s topp ing  t h e  d i s p u t e .  In  J u l y ,  it w a s  t h e  view 

' take no part; i n  t n e  Ymo-sovibt c o n f l i c t ,  bu t  t h a t  Cuba 
t h a t  t h e  Cuban 

T h u s  Hoy on 20 A p r i l  1962 publ i shed  an a r t ic le  reproduc- 
i n g  t h e  S x e S  l i n e  on t h e  consequences of a new world war. 
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w a s  " t i e d  v e r y ,  ve ry  s t r o n g l y "  t o  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  USSR. 
The economic and m i l i t a r y  t i e s  between Cuba and t h e  Sov ie t  
Union were indeed be ing  s t r eng thened  g r e a t l y  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
and o t h e r  t i e s  as well: t h u s  i n  l a t e  June  1962 P rensa  
L a t i n a  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have been r ep resen ted  a t  a Prague 
conference  of b loc  news agenc ie s  a t  which t h e  USSR, a l l  
t h e  E a s t  European c o u n t r i e s ,  and Mongolia ( t h e  S o v i e t  b loc)  
were p r e s e n t ,  bu t  t h e  CPR, Albania ,  North Korea, and North 
Vietnam ( t h e  Chinese b loc )  were absent  

Never the less ,  many of C a s t r o ' s  s t a t e m e n t s  and p o l i c i e s  
cont inued t o  g i v e  g r e a t  assistance t o  t h e  d i s semina t ion  of 
t h e  Chinese l i n e  and Chinese in f luence  i n  L a t i n  America. 
I n  some cases, Castro d i sp layed  d i r e c t  Chinese Communist in -  
f l uence :  t h u s  i n  h i s  1 D e c e m b e r  1961 speech,  i n  speaking  
of h i s  g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e ,  he twice r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  precedent  
of t h e  s imi l a r  and more d i f f i c u l t  s t r u g g l e  waged by t h e  
Chinese; e lsewhere i n  h i s  speech ,  when proc la iming  conf id -  
ence  t h a t  any people  wi th  s imi l a r  c o n d i t i o n s  could  f o l l o w  
t h e  same p a t h ,  he d e c l a r e d  t h a t  "we a r e  f u l l y  c o n f i d e n t  
t h a t  a s i n g l e  s p a r k  can s t a r t  a p r a i r i e  f i r e . "  TASS and 
Pravda exc i sed  t h i s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  t i t l e  of a M a o i s t  
work* (and, indeed,  t h e  e n t i r e  passage)  from t h e i r  account  

*The Ch inese  have r e p e a t e d l y  congra tu l a t ed  themselves  
on t h e  in f luence  of Maovs expe r i ence  and works on C a s t r o  

L i b e r a t i o n  Army claimed t h a t  I f the r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Cuba w a s  
c a r r i e d  ou t  on  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  16  key words on g u e r r i l l a  
war fa re  by Chai rman Mao." In  A u g u s t  1962, I 

and t h e  C a s t r o i t e s .  pub l i -  
c a t i o n  of t h e  Cene rad  P o l l t i c a l  

It e Cuban r e v o l u t i  
and Cuban r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r a c t i c e ;  t h a t  d u r i n g  F i d e l  C a s t r o ' s  
g u e r r i l l a  w a r  i n  t h e  mountains of C u b a  he "spent  a good deal 
of t i m e  s tudy ing  Mao's -works and t h u s  l e a r n e d  a l o t  about  
g u e r r i l l a  warfare:"  and t h a t  Castro had gone through a d i s -  
p l a y  of Mao's works i n  Spanish a t  a Chinese E x h i b i t i o n  i n  
Havana, s o r t i n g  o u t  a l l  t h o s e  he had no t  r ead  and r e q u e s t i n g  
them from t h e  Chinese ambassador. S i m i l a r l y ,  Chou E n - l a i  
( foo tno te  cont inued  on page 71) 

- 70 - 



of Castro's  speech,  wh i l e  NCNA and PeopleOs Da i ly  publ i shed  
i t .  On 22 January ,  CPR Premier  Chou En- la i  m a d e u s e  of 
Castro 's  convocat ion of a "La t in  American P e o p l e ' s  Congress" 
i n  Havana t o  send g r e e t i n g s  t o  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  informing them 
t h a t  t h e  Chinese government and people  were " the  most re l i -  
able f r i e n d "  of t h e  L a t i n  American peoples  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  imper ia l i sm.  And a l though  t h e  "Second Dec la ra t ion  
of Havana"--proclaimed by Castro on 4 February 1962 i n  
response  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  of Cuba from t h e  OAS a t  t h e  Punta  
d e l  E s t e  conference--contained a few traces of moderating - 
S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e ,  its most f o r c e f u l  passages d e l i g h t e d  Pei-  
p ing  by expres s ing  a b e l i e f  i n  t h e  e f f i c a c y  of peasant-based 
g u e r r i l l a  warfare  and a v i o l e n t  condemnation of L a t i n  American 
Communist p a r t i e s  which dece ive  t h e  masses i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  
t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n  can come by legal  and peace fu l  means. The 
C h i n e s e  publ i shed  t h i s  l tDeclasa t ion l '  i n  Peop le ' s  Dai ly  and 
i n  a s e p a r a t e  pamphlet; and i n  a Peop le ' s  Da i ly  e d i t o r i a l  
t h e y  drew from it t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  t h e  Cuban and L a t i n  
American peoples  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  "no u n r e a l i s t i c  i l l u s i o n s  
should  be cher i shed"  about  U. S. imper ia l i sm (such, impli-  
c i t l y ,  as those  be ing  promoted by Moscow), and t h a t  "only 
by waging an armed s t r u g g l e "  could U . S .  imper ia l i sm be 
d e f e a t e d .  (Emphasis added .) 

Although t h e  S o v i e t s  also publ i shed  t h e  t e x t  of t h e  
Second Havana Declara t  ion ,  t h e i r  gene ra l  a t t i t u d e  toward 

T o t n o t e  cont inued from page 70) 
is r e p o r t e d  tb) have t o l d  a Chinese g a t h e r i n g  of s c i e n t i f i c  
and t e c h n i c a l  workers i n  January  1963 t h a t  t h e  Cuban revolu-  
t i o n  w a s  a n  example 01 t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of Chinese 
exper ience  i n  g u e r r i l l a  war fa re ;  and i n  t h e  course of the 
September 1962 CCP c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e  plenum t h e  claim is 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have been made t h a t  t h e  Cubans wished t o  s t u d y  
Mao's works to f i n d  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e i r  problems. I n  a l l  
t h i s ,  t h e r e  is obvious ly  a l a r g e  e l e m e n t  of exaggera t ion ;  
b u t  it a l s o  seems very  probable  t h a t  l ao ' s  w r i t i n g s  have 
had some in f luence  on Castro s i n c e  h i s  seizure of power, 
and p o s s i b l y  be fo re .  
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Castro's  skatements  w a s  p r i v a t e l y  i n d i c a t e d  i n  March 1962 
by a s e n i o r  Sov ie t  o f f i c i a l  who had r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  Cuba. 
This o f f i c i a l  s t a t e d  t h a t  Castro's pronouncements g e n e r a l l y  
a f f e c t  o n l y  persons  who are a l r e a d y  " s o c i a l l y  consc ious ,  
wh i l e  t h e y  " f r i g h t e n  away t h e  L a t i n  American masses," t h e  
"human r e s e r v o i r  for t h e  development of s o c i a l i s m . "  F u r t h e r ,  
he a s s e r t e d  t4at  t h e  Cuban l e a d e r s h i p  was bo th  making s ta te -  
ments and engaging i n  a c t i v i t i e s  " t h a t  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  may 
b r i n g  about  t h e  downfal l  of t h e  L a t i n  American s o c i a l i s t  
movements before  t h e y  have been a b l e  t o  achieve  s t a b i l i t y . "  
H e  expressed  t h e  wish t h a t  t h e  Cubans would i n s t e a d  d i r e c t  
t h e i r  e f f o r t s  toward s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  Cuban economy, which, 
he  i n d i c a t e d ,  was badly i n  need of s t r e n g t h e n i n g .  

Following t h e  d e f e a t  of t h e  PSP o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  
Cas t ro  and t h e  subsequent  Sov ie t  r e v e l a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  May 
Day s l o g a n s  publ i shed  15 A p r i l  1962, t h a t  Castro had 
"embarked on t h e  pa th  of b u i l d i n g  socialism, I '  t h e  Chinese 
p a r t y  immediately fol lowed s u i t :  on ly  t w o  days l a t e r ,  
Chen I t h r e e  t i m e s  i n  one speech  desc r ibed  CubaOs revolu-  
t i o n  as "soc ia l i s t . "  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  p rev ious  Chinese 
reticence, s imi la r  s t a t e m e n t s  were soon common i n  Chinese 
propaganda. Moreover, P e i p i n g  no t  on ly  went on t o  r e p r i n t  
i n  pamphlet form and t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  many languages t h e  two 
Havana Dec la ra t ions  and s e v e r a l  of C a s t r o ' s  r e c e n t  speeches ,  
bu t  went s o  f a r  as t o  p u b l i s h  i n  book form (with e x c e r p t s  
i n  Peop le ' s  Dai ly)  t h e  speech d e l i v e r e d  by Castro a t  t h e  
t i m e  of h i s  trial by B a t i s t a  i n  1953. 
"His tory  W i l l  Absolve Me," had been a t t a c k e d  i n  Cuba  (by 
B las  Roca and o t h e r s )  as i d e o l o g i c a l l y  d e f i c i e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  
PSP's a t tempt  t o  de throne  Cas t ro ;  t h u s  Pe ip ing  was appar- 
e n t l y  attemptdidg t o  c u r r y  f a v o r  wi th  Cas tso  by implying 
v igorous  endorsement of a l l  h i s  p a s t  a c t i o n s .  * (By t h e  s p r i n g  
of 1962 Communist China is a l s o  known t o  have been t r a i n i n g  
Cuban h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t s ;  bu t  bo th  s i d e s  were w e l l  aware 

Th i s  speech ,  e n t i t l e d  

t h a t  t h e  CPR-could n o t  s e r i o u s l y  compete w i t h  t h e  USSR i n  
p rov id ing  m i l i t a r y  a i d  and s u p p l i e s  t o  Cuba. 1-1 

I I Castro needed food ,  ammunition, g a s o l i n e  and 
o t h e r  s u p k l i e s  and had t o  depend on t h e  S o v i e t  Union t o  
supp ly  t h e s e  t h i n g s  s i n c e  China was t o o  " f a r  away" t o  he lp . )  
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Desp i t e  t h e  Cuban m i l i t a r y  dependence on t h e  USSR 
--which was i n  t h e  p rocess  of becoming s t i l l  g r e a t e r  w i th  
t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e  S o v i e t  t r o o p s  and missi les--by t h e  
f a l l  of 1962 t h e  C a s t r o  regime w a s  still  e x h i b i t i n g  what 
t h e  Sov ie t s  m u s t  have regarded as an unhea l thy  r e s p e c t  f o r  
t h e  Chinese and t h e i r  m i l i t a n t  l i n e .  I n  h i s  g r e e t i n g s  t o  
t h e  Chinese l e a d e r s  on 1 October ,  on t h e  occas ion  of Chinese 
Nat iona l  Day, C a s t r o  t h u s  termed t h e  CPR "the vanguard of 
t h e  people  of v a r i o u s  c o u n t r i e s  ens laved  by c o l o n i a l  i s m .  It 

A t  about t h i s  t i m e  t h e  C h i n e s e  are known t o  have 
a g a i n  at tempted t o  u s e  what i n f l u e n c e  t h e y  had i n  Havana 
to a t t a c k  t h e  Sov ie t  Union. On 4 September, for example, 

1 

I t  should  be noted ,  however, t h a t  a t  about t h i s  t i m e  
-- the two months immediately preceding  t h e  Cuban m i s s i l e  
c r i s i s - - n e i t h e r  t h e  Chinese nor  t h e  S o v i e t s  appear  to have 
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overcome t h e i r  doubts  about Castro, d e s p i t e  a l l  t h a t  each  
w a s  doing t o  compete f o r  h i s  a l l e g i a n c e .  I n  l a t e  August, 
t h e  CPR Foreign Min i s t ry  f u n c t i o n a r y  p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned 
s t a t e d  t h a t  j udg ing  from t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  Castro was 
no t  bad;  he  had t h e  qua l i t i e s  of a Marxis t -Lenin is t  bu t  he  
could n o t  be c a l l e d  a t rue  Marxis t -Lenin is t  a t  p r e s e n t ;  
and it would t a k e  t i m e  t o  f i n d  out where he r e a l l v  s t o o d .  

The Fore ign  Min i s t ry  Tunc- 
' t i o n a r y  noted ,  however, t h a t  a1 t h e  measures t a k e n  by 

I 

t h e  C a s t r o  regime had been thorough,  and "more so  t h a n  i n  
t h e  s o c i a l i s t  n a t i o n s  of E a s t e r n  Europe." 

S i m i l a r l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  v i s i t  of a CPSU d e l e g a t i o n  t o  
I t a l y  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1962, Pravda deputy  c h i e f  e d i t o r  
Inozemtsev is r e l i a b l y  r e p o r n o  have t o l d  I t a l i a n  Com- 
munist  l e a d e r s  t h a t  whi le  C u b a  was important  t o  S o v i e t  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  for t h e  " r epe rcuss ions  it c o u l d  have i n  a l l  
L a t i n  A m e r i c a , "  it w a s  " d i f f i c u l t "  t o  g i v e  a d e f i n i t i o n  
of t h e  Cuban system. Inozemtsev s t a t e d  t h a t  a l though t h e  
regime d e f i n e d  i t s e l f  as " s o c i a l i s t , "  it w a s  a f a c t  t h a t  
" those  who are i n  power t h e r e  are n o t  t h e  Communists, and 
t h e i r  ideology is an approximat ion .  I' 
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- I V .  THE MISSILE BASE FIASCO AND ITS AFTERMATH 

Castro's  Anger a t  t h e  Russ ians  

The crisis i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of October ove r  t h e  
Sov ie t  m i s s i l e  bases  i n  C u b a  produced t h e  second major con- 
f l i c t  i n  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  CPSU and C a s t r o  i n  less t h a n  
e i g h t  months. On t h i s  occas ion ,  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist p a r t y  
made a v igorous  and crude e f f o r t  t o  g a i n  advantage from t h e  
c o n f l i c t  bo th  w i t h i n  Cuba and throughout  t h e  world Communist 
movement; i n  C u b a  i t s e l f ,  however, Pe ip ing  had r a t h e r  l i m i t e d  
success, and t h e  Chinese e f f o r t s  were c h i e f l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
t o  C a s t r o  i n  p rov id ing  h i m  wi th  a means of p r e s s u r e  against  
t h e  S o v i e t  Union. Th i s  d i s p u t e  between Cas t ro  and t h e  Sov ie t  
p a r t y  t h e r e f o r e  fol lowed much t h e  sequence of s t a g e s  which 
occurred  d u r i n g  t h e  E s c a l a n t e  a f f a i r :  an i n i t i a l  i n j u r y  
t o  C a s t r o  by t h e  CPSU (October-November 1962) ;  a pe r iod  of 
i n d i r e c t  d i r e  th rea ts  and semi-publ ic  o u t b u r s t s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  PSP and t h e  CPSU by t h e  C a s t r o i t e s ,  du r ing  which t h e  
CPSU was blackmailed (November. 1962-February 1963) ; a CPSU 
concess ion ,  i n  t h i s  case l a r g e l y  economic i n  n a t u r e  (Febru- 
a r y  1963) ;  r e s t o r a t i o n  of p u b l i c  harmony w i t h  t h e  CPSU and 
r e l a x a t i o n  of t h r e a t s  a g a i n s t  the PSP l e a d e r s  ( s i n c e  Feb- 
r u a r y  1963) .  

Judging from a m u l t i t u d e  of publ i shed  
r e p o r t s ,  C a s t r o  had t w o  fundamental g r ievancds  againsjc ' 
Sov ie t  a c t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  crisis week: f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h e  
USSR had backed down unnecessa r i ly ;  and second,  t h a t  Khru- 
shchev had humi l i a t ed  him by i gnor ing  him whi l e  a r r ang ing  
t h e  backdown w i t h  t h e  Tlnited States. Although it has been 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Cas t ro  s J r i o u s l y  expected t h e  Sov ie t  Union 
t o  be prepared to wage n u c l e a r  w a r  wi th  t h e  United S t a t e s  
t o  defend h i s  regime, t h i s  seems u n l i k e l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
view of t h e  r e p o r t e d  f a i l u r e  of  R a u l  Castro to secure 
Cuba's admission t o  t h e  Warsaw Pac t  i n  J u l y .  What does 
seem probable  is t h a t  C a s t r o  had accepted  t h e  Chinese 
p o r t r a i t  of the United S t a t e s  as an opponent which was o u t -  
wardl;. ve ry  s t r o n g  bu t  which lacked  w i l l  and t h e r e f o r e  
could lade t o  retreat i f  opposed w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  f i rmness  
and d e t  ? A n a t i o n .  I I C a s t r o  
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bel ieved Khrushchev could have f o r c e d  a n  American retreat  
i f  he had been more f i r m ,  and C a s t r o  s a i d  as much i n  an 
i n t e r v i e w  wi th  a French j o u r n a l i s t  i n  e a r l y  1963, It  is 
l i k e l y  t h a t  Castro's  p rev ious  expe r i ence  w i t h  t h e  United 
S t  a t e s - -pa r t  i c u l a r l y  t h e  Bay of Pigs episode--encouraged 
t h i s  b e l i e f .  I t  is a l s o  p o s s i b l e  (a l though t h e r e  is no 
d i r e c t  ev idence  on t h i s  p o i n t )  t h a t  Castro w a s  misled by 
ear l ier  Sov ie t  propaganda--or even by p r i v a t e  Sov ie t  s t a t e -  
m e n t s  t o  him--into b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  t h e  ba lance  of m i l i t a r y  
power between t h e  USSR and t h e  United States a l r e a d y  favored  
t h e  Sov ie t  Union, and hence t h a t  t h e r e  was a l l  t h e  more 
r eason  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  an i n d e c i s i v e  United S t a t e s  govern- 
ment could be made t o  re t rea t  wi thout  a n u c l e a r  exchange.* 
Castro's career had been b u i l t  upon a series of v e n t u r e s  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  t aken  a g a i n s t  g r e a t  odds,  and he  w a s  t h e r e -  
f o r e  u n l i k e l y  t o  be sympathe t ic  t o  o t h e r s  unwi l l i ng  t o  t a k e  
r i s k s  when t h e  odds were a p p a r e n t l y  i n  t h e i r  f a v o r .  Cas- 
t ro ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  optimism indeed appears  t o  have in- 
c r eased  t h e  r i s k  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union apprec iab ly  a t  one 
p o i n t ,  when he is r e p o r t e d  t o  have induced t h e  Sov ie t  com- 
mander of a S A M  u n i t  t o  f i r e  a t  a U.S .  p l ane  and b r i n g  it 
down d e s p i t e  g e n e r a l  Sov ie t  o r d e r s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y .  

C a s t r o  w a s  f u r t h e r  i n f u r i a t e d  by t h e  Sov ie t  a c t i o n  
i n  completely ignor ing  him d u r i n g  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  of t h e  
crisis weBk (and by a subsequent  s t a t emen t  by a Sov ie t  of- 
f i c i a l  i n  Moscow t o  Western newsmen emphasizing t h a t  Cas t ro  
w a s  be ing  p resen ted  wi th  a f a i t  accompli) ;  by s t a t e m e n t s  
r e f l e c t i n g  adve r se ly  on him i n  KhrushchevQs letters t o  
P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy (such as t h e  s t a t emen t  t h a t  one need no t  
f e a r  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  act ion** because t h e  missiles were 

\ 

*If so ,  Castro's ignorance on t h i s  p o i n t  is l i k e l y  t o  
have been c o r r e c t e d  by t h e  S o v i e t s  d u r i n g  h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  
Sov ie t  Union i n  May 1963. 

**During a d i s c u s s i o n  among c e r t a i n  Sov ie t  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee o f f i c i a l s  i n  Moscow i n  November 1962, t h e  f e a r  was 
expressed  t h a t  a f t e r  Beiping had a t t a i n e d  a n u c l e a r  cap- 
a b i l i t y  it might conce ivably  p r e c i p i t a t e  a world c a t a s t r o p h e  
by p l a c i n g  nuc lea r  weapons i n  " i r r e s p o n s i b l e  hands. '' Cuba 
and Albania were s p e c i f i c a l l y  mentioned i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  
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control i led comple te ly  by S o v i e t  off icers) ;  by t h e  u n i l a t e r a l  
Sov ie t  o f f e r  t o  t r a d e  t h e  m i s s i l e  ba ses  f o r  U.S. bases ;  by 
t h e  u n i l a t e r a l  S o v i e t  d e c i s i o n  t o  withdraw t h e  missiles; 
and by t h e  i n i t i a l  u n i l a t e r a l  Sov ie t  acceptance  of t h e  demand 
fo r  i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  m i s s i l e .  sites. Castro subsequen t ly  
d i d  what he could  t o  assert h i m s e l f ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  h i s  anger  
t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, and t o  modify as f a r  as p o s s i b l e  t h e  
Soviet-American unde r s t and ing  . Only hour s  af ter Moscow had 
b roadcas t  Khrushchev's f i n a l  le t ter  of c a p i t u l a t i o n  t o  
Kennedy, C a s t r o  i s s u e d  a f i v e - p o i n t  demapd for U . S .  conces- 
s i o n s  which he knew t o  be t o t a l l y  unacceptab le ;  subsequen t ly ,  
he p r i v a t e l y  acknowledged t o  U Thant t h a t  he had done t h i s  
t o  compl ica te  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  for  t h e  USSR. I n  a speech  on 
1 November he p u b l i c l y  acknowledged t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  act i o n s  
had g iven  him "some reason  f o r  d i s c o n t e n t , "  a l though  he  
took  care t o  r e a f f i r m  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union and 
b e l i e f  i n  Marxism-Leninism. Meanwhile, he w a s  s u c c e s s f u l  
i n  p r e v e n t i n g  UN i n s p e c t i o n  of t h e  d i sman t l ing  of t h e  m i s -  
s i l e  s i t e s  on Cuban s o i l .  

I n  ending  t h e  m i l i t a r y  crisis w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
t h e  S o v i e t  Union had t h u s  c r e a t e d  a p o l i t i c a l  c r i s i s  w i t h  
Castro; and i n  e a r l y  November Mikoyan was d i spa tched  t o  
Cuba t o  a t tempt  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  emergency. The g r a v i t y  
of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  Mikoyan encountered  f o r c e d  h i s  v i s i t  
t o  become unusua l ly  p r o t r a c t e d ,  d e s p i t e  the d e a t h  of h i s  
w i f e  a t  home whi l e  lie was i n  Cuba. There were many ind ica -  
t i o n s  of these d i f f i c u l t i e s .  A Cas t ro-Dor t icos  g r e e t i n g  
t o  Khrushchev and Brezhnev on t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  Sov ie t  
r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  markedly cooler t h a n  Castro 's  e f f u s i v e  greet- 
i n g  t o  Khrushchev on t h e  same occas ion  i n  1961, w i t h  no th ing  
s a i d  ' t h i s  t i m e  about  S o v i e t  suppor t  f o r  Cuba or Cuban "gra- 
t i t u d e  . " F i d e l  Castro and o t h e r  Cuban l e a d e r s ,  demons t r a t ive ly  
absented  themselves  from r e c e p t i o n s  g i v e n  f o r  Mikoyan, and 
n e i t h e r  F i d e l  nor  R a u l  Castro a t t e n d e d  t h e  6 November r a l l y  
i n  Havana honoring t h e  S o v i e t  October a n n i v e r s a r y .  The lead-  
i n g  Cuban .who d i d  a t t e n d  t h a t  r a l l y ,  Carlos Rafae l  Rodriguez,  
d e l i v e r e d  a speech  which mingled t r i b u t e s  t o  Sov ie t  achieve-  
ments w i th  echoes of t h e  Chinese cha rges  of a S o v i e t  "Munich.'.' 

a h  
While Rodriguez was speaking ,  Castro w a s  r e p o r t e d  

t o  have a t t e n d e d  a s t u d e n t  meet ing 
'he is sa i a  t o  J a v e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  it would be necessa ry  t o  
k i l l  him b e f o r e  he  would folJiow Mikoyan's advice  t o  give 
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up t h e  government or  t o  t a k e  a l o n g  v a c a t i o n ,  and t h a t ,  so  
f a r  as he c a r e d ,  Mikoyan could  get o u t  of Cuba immediately.  

speech  by Castro w a s  presumably g iven  
d u r i p g  one merous v i s i t s  he  pa id  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of Havana i n  t h e  evenings  throughout  Mikoyan's November 
v i s i t  and i n . e a r l y  December, During t h e s e  v i s i t s ,  he  is 

, ,  r e p o r t e d  t o  have r e p e a t e d l y  condemned 
~ t h e  S o v i i t  P e t r a y a l  or nim, 'denounced t h o s e  non-bloc Com- 

munist  p a r t i e s  which  f a i l e d  t o  r e n d e r  what  he cons ide red  
adequate  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  t h e  crisis, and appealed f o r  s t u -  

7 d e n t  sympathy. Castro is also r e p o r t e d  t o  have r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  problem of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between large and s m a l l  

4 s ta tes  i n  t h e  soc i a l i s t  camp, a s u b j e c t  t o  which Rodriguez 
had a l l u d e d  i n  h i s  6 November speech .  

There is also one o t h e r  i t e m  of ev idence  t o  i n d i c a t e  
a s t e p  C a s t r o  may have t a k e n  d u r i n g  Mikoyan's v i s i t .  Late 
i n  November 1962, t h e  New Zealand p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  is rel i -  
a b l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  have s t a t e d  i n  a c i rcu lar  l e t te r  t o  t h e  
p a r t y  membership t h a t  "Castro has  c a l l e d  f o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  
on t h e  profound d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  CPSU and h i s  p a r t y  
i n  r e g a r d  to U.S. imper i a l i sm and s o c i a l i s t  Cuba.11 mere 
w a s  no e l a b o r a t i o n .  While t h e  N e w  Zeal and l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  
s t r o n g l y  pro-Chinese and anti-CPSU, was s e e k i n g  t o  j u s t i f y  
t h i s  p o l i c y  t o  its membership, and was t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  t o  
have exaggera ted  what Castro had s a i d ,  it seemed u n l i k e l y  
t o  have invented  t h i s  e n t i r e l y .  Although. t h e  N e w  Zealand 
c i r cu la r  l e t t e r  d e a l t  g e n e r a l l y  w i t h  t h e  exchange of o p i n i o n s  
among v a r i o u s  Communist p a r t i e s  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of a world 

, whether t h e  "d i scuss ion"  for  which Castro was s a i d  t o  have 
c a l l e d  w a s  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  s u c h  a world conference ;  nor  
is it clear whether C a s t r o  had addressed h i s  s t a t e m e n t  
d i r e c t l y  to t h e  N e w  Zealand ' p a r t y .  I t  seems q u i t e  l i k e l y ,  

I however, t h a t  at some t i m e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of November 
C a s t r o  fo rma l ly  or  in fo rma l ly  had communicated h i s  d i s p l e a -  
s u r e  w i t h  t h e  CPSU t o  members of t h e  world movement h o s t i l e  
t o  Moscow. 

, conference  of p a r t i e s ,  it is no t  clear from t h e  context 

When t h e  t a l k s  w i t h  Mikoyan ended i n  l a t e  November, 
t h e  S o v i e t s  appeared t o  have ob ta ined  o n l y  one s i g n i f i c a n t  
gain--Cuban consent  t o  t h e  withdrawal  of t h e  IL-28 medium 
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bombers. Desp i t e  Mikoyan's a t t e m p t s  t o  m o l l i f y  Castro ( in-  
c l u d i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  i n  h i s  f i n a l  p u b l i c  speech  i n  Havana t o  
t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union of C a s t r o  and h i s  "legend- 
a r y  bearded ones"--that is, t h e  26 th  sf J u l y  g u e r r i l l a  move- 
ment) ,  Soviet-Cuban d i f f e r e n c e s  d i d  no t  permit  t h e  i s suance  
of a f i n a l  communique by t h e  t w o  s i d e s .  A P o l i s h  N e w s  Agency 
r e p o r t  from Cuba  on 26 November q u o t i n g  " p o l i t i c a l  sources" 

I i n  Havana s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  c o n t i n u i n g  d isagreement  on 
t h e  subject of t h e  P r e s i d e n t P s  a l l e g e d  "guarantee" t o  Cuba 
and on t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of Cuban c o e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  t h e  United 
States .  Moreover, d e s p i t e  a TASS r e p o r t  t h a t  Mikoyan and 
Guevara on 16 November had d i s c u s s e d  " s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s "  
r e l a t i ag  to f u t u r e  S o v i e t  economic a s s i s t a n c e ,  t h e r e  appea r s  
t o  have been no agreement reached on t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  Two days 
a f t e r  U.S. w i r e  s e r v i c e s  on 20 November had r e p o r t e d  t h e  
s i g n i n g  of  a new a i d  agreement,  t h e  Cuban government took  
t h e  unusual  s t e p  of f o r m a l l y  denying t h a t  any such  agree- 
ment had been s i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  USSR. It  is l i k e l y  t h a t  a 
major d i f f i c u l t y  encountered  was t h e  i n i t i a l  r e f u s a l  of t h e  
Sov ie t  Union t o  raise t h e  p r i c e  p a i d  f o r  Cuban sugar above 
t h a t  a l r e a d y  c o n t r a c t e d  by t h e  USSR t o  meet t h e  h i g h e r  world 
market p r i c e  f o r  sugar .  I t  h a s  been r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
Cubans d i d  make such  a demand f o r  t h e  f i rs t  t i m e  i n  November, 
and t h a t  it w a s  r e j e c t e d .  When a Cuban t r a d e  d e l e g a t i o n  
went t o  Moscow on 10 December t o  n e g o t i a t e  a t r a d e  agree- 
ment f o r  1963, Sov ie t  obduracy on t h i s  p o i n t  is b e l i e v e d  
t o  have been one of t h e  f a c t o r s  caus ing  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
t o  be d i f f i c u l t  and l e n g t h y .  

While t h e s e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  went on, i n  December and 
January ,  t h e  Castro regime cont inued  to g i v e  ev idence  t h a t  
it profoundly r e s e n t e d  S o v i e t  p o l i c y  and t h a t  it w a s  cast- 
i n g  about  f o r  means of s a f e l y  s t r i k i n g  back a t  Khrushchev. 
In  e a r l y  December, immediately a f t e r  MikoyanOs d e p a r t u r e ,  
Castro w a s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have a g a i n  he ld  t a l k s  w i t h  s t u d e n t  
l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Havana which were a t t e n d e d  by 
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  of t h e  26 th  of J u l y  movement bu t  f r o m  
which t h e  rector of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  former PSP Chairman 
Juan Mar ine l lo ,  w a s  exc luded .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  an impression 
was r e p o r t e d  t o  be growing among PSP l e a d e r s  t h a t  C a s t r o ' s  
meet ings wi th  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and h i s  an t i -Sov ie t  s t a t e m e n t s  
a t  t h e s e  meet ings were connectedwith an impending p o l i c y  
s h i f t  toward " n a t i o n a l  Marxism, i .e. ,  a more openly 
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-1 i n  mid-December s i m i l a r l y  
independent s t a n c e  toward t h e  Sov ie t  Union. 

' l e n t  d l r f e r e n c e s  And d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  as 
t o  whether t o  t a k e  an openly Sino-Albanian p o s i t i o n  o r  t o  
remold t h e  regime a long  ex t remely  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  l i n e s  
around Cas t ro  b u t  wi thout  t h e  Communist label .  * Meanwhile, 

meet ing i n  e a r l y  December of th t o r y  committee for 
t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  congress  of t h e  Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Democratic Fede ra t ion  t h e  Cuban d e l e g a t e s  s i d e d  wi th  t h e  
Chinese and t h e i r  a l l i e s  i n  opposing t h e  Sov ie t  p o s i t i o n .  

a t  an E a s t  B e r l i n  

Meanwhile , Carlos Rafae l  Rodriguez i n  Moscow i n  
mid-December w i t h  t h e  Cuban t r a d e  d e l e g a t i o n ,  w a s  a g u e s t  
of  honor w i t h  T i t o  a t  t h e  USSR Supreme Sov ie t  s e s s i o n  of 
12 December a t  which Khrushchev d e l i v e r e d  a major f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y  speech  responding  t o  C h i n e s e  a t t a c k s ;  accord ing  t o  
t h e  U.S. embassy i n  Moscow, un l ike  most of t h o s e  p r e s e n t ,  
i n c l u d i n g  T i t o ,  Rodriguez applauded ve ry  l i t t l e  d u r i n g  t h e  

* A n  anti-Communist former C a s t r o i t e  g u e r r i l l a  who had 
been imprisoned by Cas t ro  s i n c e  J u l y  1960 has  claimed t h a t  
i n  l a te  December 1962 p r i s o n  o f f i c i a l s  suddenly informed 
him t h a t  Castro w a s  go ing  t o  r eo rgan ize  t h e  2 6 t h  of J u l y  
movement, and would release old members now be ing  h e l d  i n  
p r i s o n  for anti-Communist a c t i v i t i e s  i f  t h e y  would s i g n  a 
paper  promising t o  coope ra t e  w i t h  him i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

e m t 3 l t t  erea by t n e i r '  expe r i ence ,  r e f u s e d  t o  coope ra t e  and 

b u t  is n o t  s i n c e  it r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  
were n o t  r e l e a s e d .  

t y p e  of d r a s t i c  s t e p  Castro might w e l l  have t a k e n  d u r i n g  
h i s  temporary emotional  swing away from t h e  CPSU and t h e  
PSP i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1962-63. 
I-las r e c e n t l y  as Apr i l  19631 Major H u b e r t  iwatos, tae mos 
impor tan t  of C a s t r o ' s  comrades-in-arms t o  be purged a s : t h e  
r e s u l t  of Castro's  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  PSP, was en joy ing  
s p e c i a l  t r ea tmen t  and e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p r i v i l e g e s  a t  t h e  Isle 
of P i n e s  p r i s o n ,  so  t h a t  it w a s  commonly thought  i n  t h e  
p r i s o n  t h a t  he was be ing  kep t  i n  reserve for some purpose 
by Cas t ro .  

t h e  g r e a t  ma jo r i ty  of t h o s e  

as no t  been confirmed, 
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course of t h e  speech  and appeared l i t t l e  impressed by Khru- 
shchev ' s  de fense  of Sov ie t  p o l i c y  d u r i n g  t h e  Cuban crisis. 
Moreover, Cuban 'embassy c o n t a c t s  w i th  t h e  Albanian embassy 
i n  a t  l ea s t  one non-bloc coun t ry  had inc reased  cons ide rab ly  
i n  l a t e  November and e a r l y  December, wh i l e  t h o s e  wi th  t h e  
S o v i e t  embassy decreased  s h a r p l y .  From la te  December u n t i l  
e a r l y  February,  Cuban ambassadors t o  West European c o u n t r i e s ,  
Czechoslovakia ,  and Poland were recalled f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  
and were r e p o r t e d l y  i n s t r u c t e d  no t  t o  l e a n  so h e a v i l y  on 
t h e  adv ice  of S o v i e t  colleagues. A t e n t a t i v e  program t o  
h i r e  more t e c h n i c a l  e x p e r t s  from o u t s i d e  of t h e  bloc w a s  
i n i t i a t e d  a t  about t h d s  t i m e .  In  l a t e  November Cuevara had 
g iven  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  t h e  London Daily Worker i n  which 
he denied  t h e  S o v i e t  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a w  removal of t h e  
m i s s i l e s  had prevented  U.S. "aggress ion ,"  and asserted t h a t  
t h e  m i s s i l e s  w o u l d  have been used  a g a i n s t  t h e  United S t a t e s  
had t h e y  been l e f t  in Cuban hands (an a s s e r t i o n  ca lcu la ted  
t o  embarrass t h e  USSR, and t h e r e f o r e  omi t ted  by t h e  B r i t i s h  
Communist newspaper),  I n  l a te  January,  Fidel  C a s t r o  himself  
followed t h i s  up by g r a n t i n g  an in t e rv i ew w i t h  t h e  French 
j o u r n a l i s t  Claude J u l i e n  i n  which he a t t a c k e d  a t  l e n g t h  
Khrushchev's motives  fo r  withdrawing t h e  m i s s i l e s  and con- 
t r a d i c t e d  Khrushchev's s t a t emen t  t h a t  t h e y  had been i n s t a l l e d  
t o  p r o t e c t  Cuba.* Moreover, fo l lowing  t h e  January publ ica-  
t i o n  of a j o i n t  U.S.-Soviet l e t te r  t o  t h e  UN S e c u r i t y  Council  
recommending t h a t  f u r t h e r  UN c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  Cuban 
c r i s i s  be dropped, Castro responded wi th  a n o t e  of h i s  own 

*For an unknown reason ,  however, t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  was n o t  
publ i shed  i n  Le Monde u n t i l  t w o  f u l l  months l a te r ,  by which 
time C a s t r o ' s p o m t o w a r d  t h e  USSR had changed, t h e  need 
t o  p l a c e  p r e s s u r e  on Moscow had d isappeared ,  and t h e  i n t e r -  
view w a s  a c u t e l y  embarrassing.  Consequently,  Castro now 
denied  the  s t a t e m e n t s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him, wh i l e  t h e  CPSU 
p u t  p r e s s u r e  on J u l i e n  through t h e  French Communist p a r t y  
t o  keep him f r o m  c o n t r a d i c t i n g  Castro's d e n i a l .  Castro 
admi t ted ,  however, t h a t  he  had spoken t o  J u l i e n  a t  t h e  
home of Carlos Franqui ,  as  J u l i e n  claimed, and t h e r e  is 
no  r eason  t o  doubt J u l i e n ' s  v e r s i o n  of C a s t r o ' s  remarks.  
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.- T I .  . ,  

s t a t i n g  t h a t  U.S.-Soviet n e g o t i a t i o n s  "have n o t  r e s u l t e d  
i n  agreements accep tab le  to Cuba." F i n a l l y ,  I 

I J  d u r i n g  Sov ie t  Deputy Min i s t e r  Kuznetsov 's  14-LY 
anuary v i s i t  t o  Cuba ,  t h e  Castro regime " p e r s i s t e d  i n  its 

p u b l i c  coo lness  toward Sov ie t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  I '  

a t  t h e  S o v i e t  Union i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1962-63* extended also 
t o  c e r t a i n  leaders of t h e  PSP whom he cont inued to d i s t r u s t  
and t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  Sov ie t  p o l i c y .  I n  h i s  i n t e r v i e w  wi th  
J u l i e n ,  C a s t r o  s ta ted t h a t  " c e r t a i n  people  here"--i.e., 
c e r t a i n  Cubans--had p res sed  him " to  accept  on-the-spot 
i n s p e c t  ion which Kennedy demanded I '  Castro a lso a l l u d e d  
t o  t h i s  i n  a 15 January  speech t0 a Congress of Women of 
t h e  Americas, when he s a i d  t h a t  " t h e r e  were some i s o l a t e d  
v o i c e s  of cri t icism; * .  . t h e r e  were some who, confused i n  
good f a i t h  o r  confused i n  bad f a i t h ,  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  Nat iona l  
D i r e c t o r a t e  of t h e  OR1 on t h e  matter  of CubaOs a t t i t u d e ,  
immediately a f t e r  t h e  crisis, on t h e  matter of i n s p e c t i o n  ' 

and t h e  p i r a t e  f l i g h t s . "  

a g a i n s t  t h  e s o v i e t  s i i g n  
crisis, t h e  Cuban Communists had t r i e d  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  con- 
d u c t  of t h e  USSR, and t h a t  Castro had responded by c a s t i n g  
doubt upon t h e  Communists' a l l e g i a n c e  t o  himself  and t o  
Cuba. 

€24 i s t r u s t  of "old l i n e "  Communists, who, t h e y  f e l t ,  
were more l o y a l  t o  Communism t h a n  t h e y  were t o  Castro; a l s o ,  

There is evidence  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Castro's anger  

A Havana r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a non-bloc p a r t y  is I 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have s t a t e d  

d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod  t h  

*The Sov ie t  a t t i t u d e  toward Castro dur ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  
w a s  r e p o r t e d l y  expressed by Kozlov t o  I t a l i a n  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
on 30 November, d u r i n g  Kozlovvs v i s i t  t o  t h e  I t a l i a n  p a r t y  
congress .  Kozlov is said t o  have voiced concern ove r  t h e  
a c t i o n s  of t h e  Cuban "hotheads" d u r i n g  t h e  Cuban crisis 
and preoccupat ion  w i t h  t h e  f a n a t i c i s m  of F i d e l  Cas t ro ,  who 
w a s  dec l a red  t o  know nex t  t o  no th ing  about  Marxism-Leninism 
o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of it. 

5 
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t h a t  GI eva ra  was a l e a d e r  i n  a f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  "old l i n e "  
Communists who were s u p p o r t i n g  Khrushchev ' s  p o s i t  ion .  A 
r e p o r t  by 81 

' leaders made a ! ~  a t tempt  to meet wi th  him p r i v a t e l y ,  wi thout  
go ing  through OR1 channels  or through t h e  o f f i c i a l  Cuban 
h i e r a r c h y .  Th i s  is s a i d  to have enraged Cas t ro- -s ince  it 
brought  t o  mind PSP ac t iv i t ies  of t h e  p rev ious  spring--and 
to have l e d  ts r u m o r s  of  8 new purge,  i n  which Juan  Mar ine l lo  
and Lazars Pena would be removed from t h e i r  p o s t s  and Blas 
Roca prevented  from r e t u r n i n g  to Cuba from E a s t e r n  Europe 

has  claimea rnaa; a w i n g  M ~ K O  SP 

"on t h e  p r e t e x t  t h a t  he V I S  more u s e f u l  abroad." 

I n  f a c t ,  it s e e m s  likely t h a t  Roca was indeed pre-  
vented  from r e t u r n i n g  home immediately af ter  t h e  Cuban 
crisis on precisely t h i s  p r e t e x t .  I 

Roca seem t o  have 
, since on 2 November 

E a s t  German t e l e v i s i o n  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Roca had t h a t  morning 
" l e f t  f o r  Cuba" from a B e r l i n  a i r p o r t ,  s e e n  o f f  by a h igh  
E a s t  German p a r t y  o f f i c i a l .  Roca does nbt appear  t o  have 
r e t u r n e d  home, s i n c e  he a t t ended  t h e  E a s t  European p a r t y  
congres ses  throughout  November and d i d  n o t  p u b l i C l y ' r e a p p e a r  
i n  Cuba u n t i l  16  December. It  seems improbable t h a t  any 
" d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  communications" could have kep t  him from 
r e t u r n i n g  a t  some t i m e  i n  November to t a k e  p a r t  in t h e  con- 
v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  Miksyan, and it is l i k e l y  t h a t  Castro d i d  
u s e  t h i s  p r e t e x t  t o  keep him 
conver sa t ions  were going on. 

'ridiculed i n  C ~ S F  o i t e  circles, where he  was c a l l e d  the 
i n  this p e r  

" t r a v e l l i n g  salesman a 
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There are o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  of profound m u t u a l  d i s -  
t r u s t  between Castro and many l e a d e r s  of  t h e  PSP i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  On 21  December, a 1 who 
had p r e v i o u s l y  spoken of Castro i n  a f r i e n d l y  X'ashioi is 
s a i d  t o  have remarked t o  a f r i e n d  t h a t  Castro was a complete 
i d i o t  and so incompetent t h a t  Cuba could  n o t  con t inue  as 
a Communist n a t i o n  i f  he r ema ined  i n  power. In  l a t e  February,  
ano the r  medium-level PSP o f f i c i a l  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have s t a t e d  
t h a t  CastroOs r e a c t i o n  to t h e  S o v i e t  withdrawal  of t h e  m i e -  
s i les at tes ted t o  t h e  long-standing c o n t e n t i o n  of t h e  PSP 
t h a t  C a s t r o  was a n a t i o n a l i s t  whose unders tanding  of Lenin- 
i s m  w a s  t o t a l l y  w i t h o u t  dep th .  A m e m b e r  of an 

a good deal of apprehension among PSP leaders about Cas t ro ' s  
mental  s t a b i l i t y .  Th i s  o f f i c i a l  is also re- 
p o r t e d  t o  have d e c l a r e d  'anat a i r n o u  t h e  " o f f i c i a l t '  act i- 
v i t i e s  of PSP i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Cuba had come t o  an end, t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  framework of  t he  PSP had still  n o t  been d i s -  

d e l e g a t i o n  i n  Cuba  i n  e a r l y  January  is s a i d  t o  

o t h e r  day" i n  t h e  event  t h a t  C a s t r o  w a s  able e i t h e r  t o  
absorb  or t o  l i q u i d a t e  t h e  o v e r t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y .  

and  t h  a t  Castro had madk it clear t o  s e v e r a l  PSP leaders 
t h a t  he d i d  n o t  t r u s t  them and w a s  watching t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Roea w a s  aware of Castrovs s u s p i c i o n s ,  

In  January 1963 Castro broke precedent  by sending  
f o r  t h e  first t i m e  a Cuban d e l e g a t i o n  t o  a bloc p a r t y  con- 
g r e s s  which was n o t  l e d  by a PSP man--and on which t h e  PSP 
w a s  n o t  even r e p r e s e n t e d .  Th i s  was t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  the 
E a s t  German p a r t y  congress  of Armando H a r t  and Armanda 
Acosta (the l a t t e r  be ing  t h e  C a s t r o i t e  who had replaced t h e  
PSP incumbent as head 0: t h e  O r i e n t e  p r o v i n c i a l  committee 
of t h e  OR1 i n  t h e  purge of 1962) .  

lthe'namintz of t h -  is deleaa- 
' t i o n  as evidence  02 t h e  f r i c t i t > n  between-Castro and th; PSP. 
S h o r t l y  be fo re  t h i s ,  du r ing  t h e  parade  i n  Havana marking 
t h e  ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  on 2 January 1963, 
t h e  Cuban t e l e v i s i o n  announcers d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  even t  gave 
s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p re sence  on t h e  rev iewing  s t a n d  
of c e r t a i n  C a s t r o i t e  m i l i t a r y  leaders who had long  been o u t  
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of prominence, commenting t h a t  t h e s e  were t h e  ve ry  f i r s t  
who had j o i n e d  and suppor t ed  Castro d u r i n g  his s t r u g g l e  i n  
t h e  S i e r r a  Maestra. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  there was no mention a t  
a l l  of such PSP leaders as Mar ine l lo ,  Roca, Pena, and Ordoqui, 
who had been ve ry  much i n  ev idence  d u r i n g  p rev ious  parades  
and whose presence  had been announced f r e q u e n t l y .  

To s u m  up: d u r i n g  November, December, and January,  
t h e  p e r i o d  when p o l  it ica l  and economic negot  i a t  i ons  were 
be ing  conducted w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t s  fo l lowing  t h e  m i s s i l e  c r is is ,  
C a s t r o  used a g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of means t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  Moscow 
h i s  immense d i s p l e a s u r e  and t o  sugges t  t h a t  he w a s  cons ider -  

' i n g  some rad ica l  t u r n  i n  Cuban p o l i c y  t o  SovSet d i sadvant -  
age.  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  w a s  ev idence  of i nc reased  
f r i c t i o n  and m u t u a l  d i s t r u s t  between Castro and some of t h e  
PSP leaders, as w e l l  as i nc reased  r e l i a n c e  by C a s t r s  upon 
some non-Communist cadres to t h e  de t r imen t  of t he  PSP. 
C a s t r o ' s  a t t i t u d e  h e r e  may again have been a t  l eas t  p a r t i -  
a l l y  motivated by a desire t o  b r i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  p r e s s u r e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  CPSU. 

- I n t e n s i f i e d  C a l l  f o r  Revolut ion i n  L a t i n  America 

Th i s  p e r i o d  of g r e a t  disenchantment w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  
Union and wi th  t h e  Sov ie t  c a p a b i l i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  Castro's 
regime w a s  a l s o  one i n  which t h e  Castroite leaders gave re- 
newed emphasis t o  t he i r  longs t and ing  e f f o r t s  t o  promote 
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  America. With t h e  evapora t ion  of t h e  
Sov ie t  d e t e r r e n t  Castro thought  he had possessed ,  t h e  en- 
couragement of m i l i t a n t  s t rugg le  in L a t i n  America acqui red  
a new importance as t h e  c h i e f  means a v a i l a b l e  of maintain-  
i n g  p r e s s u r e  a g a i n s t  t he  United States. On 21 November, 
Educat ion Min i s t e r  Armando H a r t ,  who even b e f o r e  C a s t r o ' s  
rise t o  power had d i sp layed  a Tro t sky- l ike  b e l i e f  i n  perma- 
nen t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  p u b l i c l y  expressed  t h e s e  views in a speech 
i n  which he i n s i s t e d  t h a t  o n l y  through i n s u r r e c t i o n  could 
t h e  L a t i n  American people  achieve  t t l i b e r a t i o n . t t  H a r t  p layed 
down t h e  l i n e  Castro had voiced  i n  t h e  p a s t  denying Cuban 
i n t e n t i o n s ,  t o  r e v o l u t i o n .  In h i s  i n t e r v i e w  of 28 
November, Guevara s ta ted t h a t  t h e  "most e f f e c t i v e  form of 
help" for  C u b a  was " the  armed s t r u g g l e  a l r e a d y  t a k i n g  p l a c e  
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i n  a number of L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s  where t h e  people  
are i n  a c t i o n  t o  overthrow American imper i a l  i s m .  When 
t h e  B r i t i s h  Communist newspaper t o  which he gave t h e  i n t e r -  
view deleted t h i s  and o t h e r  provoca tory  s t a t e m e n t s ,  Guevara 
a p p a r e n t l y  took  s teps  t o  l e a k  t h e  f u l l  t e x t  of h i s  i n t e r -  
view t o  t h e  \Yestern p r e s s .  I n  h i s  January i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  
J u l i e n ,  C a s t r o  a t t acked  t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  of Europe and 
L a t i n  America (except f o r  t h e  Venezuelan p a r t y )  f o r  t h e i r  
f a i l u r e  to f u r n i s h  "big m a s s  man i fe s t a t ions"  i n  s u p p o r t  of 
Cuba d u r i n g  t h e  crisis. Castro s a i d  t h a t  " the  b i g  par t ies  
which claim t o  be r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d i d  n o t  move," and t h a t  
" they  are n o t  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t h e y  are b u r e a u c r a t s .  I' 

I n  h i s  2 January speech  on t h e  f o u r t h  ann ive r sa ry  
of t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n ,  and a g a i n  i n  t h e  15 January  speech 
t o  t h e  women's congress ,  C a s t r s  also omi t ted  h i s  customary 
h y p o c r i t i c a l  disclaimers of an i n t e n t i o n  t o  expor t  revolu-  
t i o n .  In s t ead ,  he proqlaimed on 2 January t h a t  " the  du ty  
of a l l  r e v o l u t i o n  is t o  recreate t h e  r e v o l u t i o n , "  and as 
b e f o r e ,  attacked r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  who "sit i n  t h e i r  doorways 
t o  w a i t  f o r  t h e  2orpse of t h e i r  enemy t o  p a s s  by." Seve ra l  
passages  i n  h i s  Women's Cbngress speech of 15 January  were 
obvious ly  in tended  as polemica l  a t t a c k s  on CPSU po l  i c y .  
He  assailed "some f r a t e r n a l  c o u n t r i e s "  f o r  bestowing on h i s  
1960 Dec la ra t ion  of Havana " the  honors of a desk drawer when 
it should  have r ece ived  t h e  j u s t  p u b l i c i t y  it deserved ." 
(Emphasis added .) He denounced "some hare-brained theore-  
t i c i a n s "  who, he sa id ,  "have d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i n  Cuba there 
w a s  a peace fu l  t r a n s i t i o n  from c a p i t a l i s m  t o  s o c i a l i s m , "  
and i d e n t i f i e d  these persons  as " long-d is tance  t h e o r e t i c i a n s  
who are t e l l i n g  u s  what happened here w i t h o u t  having e v e r  
come h e r e  . I r *  (Emphasis added. No publ i shed  S o v i e t  s ta te -  
ment  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t ,  however, is known; it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  
someone hos t i l e  t o  t h e  CPSU had g iven  Castro p r i v a t e l y  a 
d i s t o r t e d  v e r s i o n  of the Sov ie t  l i n e . )  Again p o i n t i n g  a t  

f A t  a 17 A p r i l  pro-Chstro , r a l l y  i n  Pe ip ing ,  Kuo Mo-jo, 
, t h e  chairman of t h e  Chinese Peace Committee, recalled t h e s e  

remarks by Castro and termed them a " rebuff  t o  t h o s e  who 
t r y  t o  d i s t o r t  t h e  l i n e  of t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n . "  
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Moscow, Castro a t t acked  t h e s e  unnamed t h e o r e t i c i a n s  f o r  
what he s a i d  was "an a t tempt  t o  u s e  t h e  case of Cuba t o  con- 
f u s e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  where t h e  ob- 
j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  e x i s t  and where t h e y  
can do t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  Cuba did."  He r e p e a t e d l y  i n s i s t e d  
t h a t  o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  a r e v o l u t i o n  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d  
i n  a m a j o r i t y  of L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s ,  and added t h a t  he 
was admi t t i ng  t h a t  a few excep t ions  e x i s t e d  "so' t h a t  t h e  
t h e o p e t i c i a n s .  w i l l  n o t  g e t  angry." 

All t h i s  sounds very  much as though Castro had r e c e n t l y  
emerged from a pe r sona l  argument wi th  some Sov ie t  o f f i c i a l  
on t h i s  s u b j e c t ;  and t h i s  speech  i n  f a c t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  
high-water mark t o  d a t e  of Cuban p u b l i c  disagreement  wi th  
Sov ie t  L a t i n  American po l i cy .*  On t h e  day a f t e r  Castro spoke,  
t h e  charge  d ' a f f a i r e s  of t h e  Cuban embassy i n  Mexico addressed 
t h e  e n t i r e  Cuban s t a f f  and a s s e r t e d  t h a t  " i n  L a t i n  America 
it is necessa ry  t o  i n s i s t  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  be c a r r i e d  
o u t  by armed f o r c e . "  The c h a r g s  warned t h a t  "any comrade 
among u s  who b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  tr iumph of o u r  ideals and 
of t h e  p a r t y  can be brought  about  by p a c i f i c  m e a m s  is a 
t r a i t o r  and had b e t t e r " .  renounce h i s  Cuban c i t i z e n s h i p .  'I 

The Chinese and S o v i e t s  r e a c t e d  as might be expec ted  
t o  Castro's  Women's Congress speech .  Pe ip ing  gave prompt 
and e x t e n s i v e  coverage t o  t h e  speech  throughout  t h e  Chinese 
p r e s s  and r a d i o ,  p l a c i n g  it on t h e  f r o n t  page of People ' s  
Dai ly .  ( a s  w e l l  as i n  t h e  p a r t y  j o u r n a l  Red F l a g ) ,  and play-  
muy i n  its head l ines  t h e  p o r t i o n s  w h i c h d m  w i t h  m i l i -  
t a n t  s t r u g g l e  and which appeared t o  be c r i t i c i z i n g  Moscow. 
The S o v i e t s  gave l i t t l e  p u b l i c i t y  t o  t h e  Women's Congress 
i t s e l f ,  and publ i shed  on ly  a v e r y  b r i e f  v e r s i o n  of C a s t r o * s  
speech,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  d e t a i l s  on t h e  be t te rment  of life for 
women i n  Cuba. 

*Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  c e r t a i n  PSP l e a d e r s  such as B l a s  
Roca, Car los  Rodriguez and J u a n  Mar ine l lo  chose t o  echo 
CastroPs tough l i n e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  of CPSU d i s -  . 
p l e a s u r e .  
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S i m i l a r l y ,  S o v i e t  propaganda completely ignored ,  
wh i l e  Pe ip ing  gave g r e a t  prominence t o ,  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  of 
t h e  Second Dec la ra t ion  of Havana, which had been i s sued  
by Castro i n  e a r l y  February 1962 and had c a l l e d  on t h e  
workers ,  peasan t s ,  and " revo lu t iona ry  i n t e l l e c t u a l s "  of 
L a t i n  America to fo l low Cuba's example. The Chinese i n  
t h e i r  propaganda celebration of t h i s  ann ive r sa ry  s i n g l e d  
o u t  many Cuban s t a t e m e n t s  t o  suppor t  t h e  Chinese l i n e  on 
L a t i n  America. Thus t h e  Cuban army newspaper Verde Ol ivo  
w a s  quoted a s  warning, l i k e  Guevara and C a s t r o 3 t " t o  
r e l y  e n t i r e l y  on o b j e c t i v e  cond i t ions"  t o  t r i g g e r  n a t i o n a l  
r e v o l u t i o n s  is " to  nega te  Marxism-Leninism. and deny t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t y  t o  l e a d  t h e  masses t o  
f i g h t  . 'I 
Chinese E f f o r t s  t o  Exp lo i t  Castro-CPSU Di f fe rences  

The Chinese Communist p a r t y  made an extreme e f f o r t  
t o  u s e  t h e  Cuban m i s s i l e  crisis of l a t e  October t o  i n j u r e  
t h e  Sov ie t  p o s i t i o n  bo th  i n  C u b a  and throughout  t h e  world.  
I t  should  be noted ,  however, t h a t  t h e  Chinese were h e r e  
be ing  r a t h e r  h y p o c r i t i c a l ,  s i n c e  t h e i r  p o s t u r e  was by  no 
means as bold and courageous whi le  t h e  c r i s i s  e x i s t e d  as 
it was a f t e r  the immediate danger  had passed.  Throughout 
t h e  crisis week, s o  long  as there  seemed a real  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of a thermonuclear  wor ld  w a r  i n  which t h e  CPR would be in-  
volved,  Chinese propaganda, w h i l e  of course vehemently a n t i -  
U.S. and pro-Castro,  never ventured  t o  sugges t  t h a t  t he  
USSR should  or should  n o t  t a k e  any s p e c i f i c  cour se  of m i l i -  
t a r y  a c t i o n .  Only a f t e r  Khrushchev had c a p i t u l a t e d  and 
had agreed t o  withdraw t h e  missiles--and t h e '  p o t e n t i a l  
danger  t o  t h e  CPR had t h e r e f  o r e  disappeared--did Chinese 
propaganda begin  its thunderous denunc ia t ions  of Khrushehev's 
"Munich" and g r e a t l y  aggment its v i o l e n t  appea l s  t o  t h e  
Cubans t o  resist h e r o i c a l l y  t o  t h e  l a s t  man. According 
t o  a s t a t emen t  a yea r  l a te r  i n  t h e  Red Flag-People 's  Da i ly  
a r t ic le  of 6 September 1963, i n  Octdber-2 t h e  C h i n e s e  
r e j e c t e d  a pe r sona l  request by Khrushchev, th rough t h e i r  
ambassador i n  Moscow, f o r  a c e s s a t i o n  of Sino-Soviet  
polemics .  The Chinese accused Khrushchev of having  com- 
m i t t e d  both  t h e  error of "adventurism" f o r  p u t t i n g  t h e  m i s -  
s i l e s  i n t o  Cuba and t h e  e r r o r  of "cap i tu l a t ion i sm"  for 
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t a k i n g  them o u t ,  a l though it is q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  Mawould 
a l s o  have withdrawn t h e  missi les  had he been i n  Khrushchev's 
p l a c e .  In  a t o r r e n t  of e d i t o r i a l s ,  broadcasts, speeches ,  
and d ip lomat i c  no te s  t o  Cuba t h e  Chinese leaders r e p e a t e d l y  
implied t h a t  Khrushchev w a s  an appeaser ,  and hammered home 
t h e  p o i n t s  which Pe ip ing  has  l o n g  advocated t o  o t h e r  peoples:  
t h a t  imper ia l i sm w a s  a paper  t i g e r ,  t h a t  one could never  
have " i l l u s i o n s "  about i m p e r i a l i s t  leaders,  t h a t  on ly  by 
s t a n d i n g  f i r m  could imper ia l i sm be defeated, t h a t  t h e  east  
wind w a s  p r e v a i l i n g  over  t h e  w e s t  wind.* C a s t r o ' s  f i v e - p o i n t  
demand f o r  fundamental  concess ions  f r o m  t h e  United States 
were welcomed and re i terated w i t h  f a r  more enthusiasm by 
Pe ip ing  t h a n  by Moscow. The Chinese d i d  t h e i r  best  t o  com- 
p l i c a t e  Mikoyan's d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  Castro by denouncing . 
both  o n - s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  and t h e  removal of t h e  IL-28 bombers 
as inf r ingements  on Cuban sove re ign ty .  This  was done both 
i n  t h e  p r e s s  and i n  p r i v a t e  conve r sa t ions  wi th  Cuban d i p l o -  

bassador  i n  Pe ip ing  t h a t  " imper ia l i sm is a f r a i d  of t h o s e  
who are f i r m "  and claimed t h a t  Communist China g i v e s  no warn- 
i n g  t o  f o r e i g n  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  v i o l a t e  its a i r s p a c e ,  but fires 

*The Chinese were n e v e r t h e l e s s  appa ren t ly  concerned 
tha t  Khrushchev's retreat would create an impression of 
bloc m i l i t a r y  i n f e r i o r i t y  t o  t h e  West and the reby  dampen 
t h e  m i l i t a n c y  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movements i n  L a t i n  America. 
They gave guarded expres s ion  t o  t h i s  concern i n  an edi-  
t o r i a l  which spoke of "dark clouds' '  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  
Cuban e v e n t s  which would e v e n t u a l l y  d i sappea r .  I n  l a t e  
1962 a Chinese o f f i c i a l  i n  Pe ip ing  to ld  a v i s i t i n g  Jap- 
anese S o c i a l i s t  t h a t  Sov ie t  a c t i o n s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  C u b a  
would "probably a f f e c t  a d v e r s e l y  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  movements throughout  t h e  world * '' 
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" t o  b r i n g  them down. '' 
a t t empt ing  t o  i n c i t e  Castro a g a i n s t  t h e  Sov ie t  p r o h i b i t i o n  
of f i r i n g  on U.S. reconnaissance  p lanes .*  

Chinese propaganda d e p i c t e d  t h e  CPR and Cuba as twin  
peoples  f i g h t i n g  on t h e  "same b a t t l e f r o n t ,  l1 f a c i n g  t h e  same' 8 a 

enemy, be t rayed  by t h e  same fa lse  f r i e n d .  Chinese d i s p a t c h e s  
p re sen ted  i n t e r v i e w s  wi th  Cubans q u o t i n g  them as v o i c i n g  
Chinese Communist themes; t h a t  t h e  Cubans "have never  had 
any i l l u s i o n s  about Kennedy;" t h a t  t h e  Cubans wished t o  
wage a blow-for-blow s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  United States; 
and t h a t  " the  s t r o n g e s t  and greatest guided m i s s i l e  is t h e  
r i g h t s  and honor of t h e . .  .Cuban people ,  which "in: compari- 
son  w i t h  any o t h e r  t y p e s  of guided  m i s s i l e  can still- be 
f i r e d  t h e  f u r t h e s t .  I' Chinese cor respondents  also d e p i c t e d  
t h e  Cubans--and p a r t i c u l a r l y  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Cuban armed 
forces--as  av id  readers of Maoos works- :  

The CPR was t h u s  a l s o  a p p a r e n t l y  

The Castro regime appears  t o  have made good u s e  of 
t h i s  Chinese ons laught  a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  C u b a n  policy--and 
of t h e  Chinese e f f o r t s  t o  woo Cuba--in its a t tempt  t o  black-  
m a i l  t h e  CPSU i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1962-63. Subsequent ly ,  one 
Sov ie t  ambassador is r e p o r t e d  t o  have commented t h a t  Castro 
should  no t  be under ra ted ,  t h a t  he w a s  q u i t e  a dangerous 
opponent,  and one who w a s  "qu i t e  clever and s u b t l e  enough 
t o  be able s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  p l a y  Moscow off a g a i n s t  P e i p i n g  
and v i c e  ve r sa . "  The ambassador also remakked t h a t  t h e  
Chinese were t a k i n g  a great deal of t r o u b l e  "with t h e i r  
l e f t - i n t e l l e c t u a l  f r i e n d  from Cuba." C a s t r o  seems t o  have 
employed t h e  Chinese t h r e a t  a g a i n s t  Moscow i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  
December h i n t s  of a radical  change i n  Cuban f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  
i n  a Cuban d e l e g a t e ' s  a c t i o n  i n  r e p o r t e d l y  s i d i n g  w i t h  t h e  
Chinese a t  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r o n t  meet ing i n  December, i n  
t he -  p r i n t i n g  of a Chinese edi tor ia l  a t t a c k  on Khrushchev 
i n  December, i n  t h e  Castro s t a t e m e n t  a t t r i b u t e d  to him by 

*I t  may have been t h i s  t o  which a Yugoslav newspaper i n  
January  was r e f e r r i n g  when it aJluded t o  Chinese p roposa l s  
d u r i n g  t h e  c r i s i s  which were made w i t h  a view t o  o b s t r u c t i n g  
a s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  crisis. 
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t h e  N e w  Zsn2r.n.d p a r t y ,  and i n  C a s t r o ' s  n e a r l y  e x p l i c i t  
a t t a c k s  on LA.: CPSU's p o l i c y  toward L a t i n  A m e r i c a  m 
January .  I t  has  a lso baen r e p c t e d  tha t  d u r i n g  Milroyan's 
November ' v i s i t  Guevara xade ai- attempt t o  we  t h a  Chinese 
t o  secure Sov ie t  economic conee-.;aions by c a l l i n g  :.fi C h i -  
n e s e  embassy r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ard ,w:luest i-ig emergency a id 
i n  food;  supposedly,  Sov ie t  economic r e p r e s e n t a t  ' ~ 2 s  i n  
d i s c u s s i o n s  wi th  Cuban o f f i c i a l s  a few days late:: asked 
s a r c a s t i c a l l y  whether t h e  Cubans thought  it ad-Jha31e for  
them t o  w a i t  u n t i l  a r e p l y  had been mce ,ve3 ra: t h e  C h i -  

t h e  s 2 e c  s ~ - ~  & * L q u e s t  t o  
ese emDassy was c a n c e l l e b  a f t e r  Wikoym's  d e p a r t u r e .  

While eager t o  make u s e  of t h e  Chinese,  and w h i l e  
ag ree ing  wi th  much o f  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e  toward L a t i n  
America, Castro was f a r  from w i l l i n g  t o  commit himself t o  
Mao's s ide i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  s t r u g g l e  f o r  power, i f  o n l y  
because he w a s  wholly dependent upon t h e  Sov ie t  Union 
economical ly  and because t h e  CPR d i d  no t  have t h e  economic 
s t r e n g t h  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  USSR i n  underwr i t ing  t h e  Cuban 
economy. Th i s  was e v i d e n t  be fo re  t h e  Cuban crisis: t h u s  
i n  e a r l y  October t h e  Cuban ambassador t o  Norway gave a 
s m a l l  p a r t y  a t  which t h e  Chinese charge  p r e s e n t  d e c l a r e d  
t h a t  t h e  Cuban and Chinese r e v o l u t i o n s  were t h e  o n l y  ones 
which had been t r u l y  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t .  Af t e r  he had l e f t ,  
a v i s i t i n g  Cuban f o r e i g n  m i n i s t r y  o f f i c i a l  p r e s e n t  s a i d  
t h a t  t h e  Chinese s t a t e m e n t s  had been comple te ly  i n  e r r o r ,  
and t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  societ ies  nor  t he  r e v o l u t i o n s  of Cuba 
and t h e  CPR could be compared. He added t h a t  Cuban o f f i -  
c ia l s  had been warned i n  Havana of s u c h  blandishments  by 
t h e  Chinese,  and t h a t  t h e  Cuban government had no i n t e n t i o n  
of d e s e r t i n g  t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  f a v o r  of t h e  Chinese.  Even a f t e r  
t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of Cuban-Soviet r e l a t i o n s  fo l lowing  t h e  
m i s s i l e  crisis, similar remarks urg ing  c a u t i o n  w i t h  r e s p e c t  
t o  Chinese o v e r t u r e s  were r e p o r t e d l y  made by other Cuban 
o f f i c i a l s  abroad. I 

Even i n  h i s  
January  1 nterv iew with J u l l e n ,  Fidel  Cas t ro ,  w i l e  a f f i rm-  
i n g  t h a t  " the Chinese are r i g h t  when t h e y  s a y  t h a t  one must 
n o t  y i e l d  i n  t h e  f a c e  of imper ia l i sm,"  added: "bu t  w e  are 
q u i t e  well placed  t o  know t h a t  imper ia l i sm is not a paper  
t i g e r  . " 
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- r i a e l  

Besides the economic motive fo r  Castro's refusal  t o  
commit himself t o  Mao, there may have been another factor :  
the Cuban evaluation of Chinese- conduct d u r i n g  t h e  missile 
crisis. I 
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The b e l i e f  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  C n s t r o  t h a t  t h e  CPR had 
" invented" t h e  "Himalayan af f a i r " - - i m p l i c i t l y ,  i n  a s e l f i s h  
e f f o r t  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  Cuban c r i s i s  f o r  Chinese n a t i o n a l  
i n t e r e s t s  wi thout  a i d i n g  Cuba--seems u n l i k e l y  t o  be j u s t i -  
f i e d  even i f  t h e  Chinese had known of t h e  S o v i e t  m i s s i l e  
v e n t u r e ,  if on ly  because t h e r e  were s u f f i c i e n t  m i l i t a r y  
and p o l i t i c a l  r easons  t o  cause t h e  Chinese t o  a t t a c k  i n  
I n d i a  whlen t h e y  d i d  wi thout  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Cuba. As a l r e a d y  
noted ,  however, as e a r l y  as t h e  f a l l  of  1960 t h e  view was 
r e p o r t e d  t o  be h e l d  in Cuban Communist circles t h a t  Commu- 
n i s t  China would a t tempt  t o  t a k e  advantage of any U.S. 
at tack on Cuba w i t h  m i l i t a r y  moves e l sewhere ,  and Castro 
w a s  t h e r e f o r e  probably  predisposed  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  Chinese 
a t t a c k  on I n d i a  i n  t h i s  l i g h t .  I t  a lso may be s i g n i f i c a n t  
t h a t  on  21 A p r i l  1963 t h e  Ind ian  Communist p a r t y  newspaper 
N e w  Age publ i shed  an a t t a c k  on t h e  Chinese by Indian  p a r t y  
chairman S . A .  Dange which expressed  i n  more e l a b o r a t e  form 
t h e  view of t h e  Chinese a t t a c k  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Cas t ro ;  Dange 
no t  o n l y  s a w  t h e  Chinese as a t t a c k i n g  t o  t a k e  advantage of 
t h e  Cuban c r i s i s ,  but  a l s o  as beginning  t o  withdraw on ly  
a f t e r  t h e  United S t a t e s  had withdrawn its blockade of Cuba, 
t h u s  ending  t h e  crisis t h e r e .  The s i m i l a r i t y  between t h e  
views a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Cas t ro  i n  e a r l y  March and t h o s e  expressed  
by Dange i n  Apr i l  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  may have been 
a common source p rov id ing  t h i s  exp lana t ion  p r i v a t e l y  t o  both.* 

-- 

*Eventual ly ,  a f t e z  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  
between t h e  CPSU and t h e  CCP fo l lowing  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  
Sino-Soviet  t a l k s  i n  J u l y ,  t h e  S o v i e t s  themselves  f i n a l l y  
came f o r t h  wi th  t h i s  t h e s i s .  Pravda on 16 August 1963 t h u s  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  " t h e  CCP l e a d e r s h i p o k  advantage of t h e  
t e n s e  moment i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  n o t  t o  consoli- 
d a t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of world s o c i a l i s m  b u t  t o  achieve  o t h e r ,  
s e l f i s h  purposes." Pravda went on t o  s a y  t h a t  " the  Com- 
munists  of a l l  c o u n t m a v e - n o t  overlooked t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
it was j u s t  when t h e  formidable  danger  loomed over Cuba... 
t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  on t h e  Sino-Indian border  
i nc reased  cons ide rab ly  i n  scale." 
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Mani fes t a t  i ons  of Cuban N e u t r a l i t y  

For more t h a n  one r eason ,  t hen ,  C a s t r o  wished  t o  
avoid making an unequivocal commitment t o  e i t h e r  the  CPSU 
or t h e  CCP. Cuban a c t i o n s  f a v o r i n g  e i t h e r  one s i d e  or t h e  
o t h e r  tended  t o  ba lance  each  o t h e r .  On t h e  one hand, 
n e i t h e r  Roca a t  t h e  Bulgar ian ,  Hungarian, and Czechoslovak 
p a r t y  congresses  i n  November-December, nor  Hart a t  t h e  
E p s t  German p a r t y  congress  i n  January ,  w a s  p e r m i t t e d  t o  
j o i n  t h e  Soviet-sponsored chorus  of denunc ia t ion  of t h e  . 
Albanians and Chinese; and t h e  Cuban p r e s s  publ i shed  t h e  
t e x t  of t h e  15 December P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  b i t t e r l y  
denouncing Sov ie t  a c t i o n s .  On t h x e r  hand, t h e  Cuban 
p r e s s  a l s o  pub l i shed  Khrushchev's 1 2  December Supreme Sov ie t  
speech  s a r c a s t i c a l l y  a s s a i l i n g  t h e  Chinese p o s i t i o n ,  as 
w e l l  as t h e  7 January  Pravda e d i t o r i a l  which f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  Ch-by name i n  o r i g i n a l  S o v i e t  com- 
ment. Moreover, t h e  Po l i sh  N e w s  Agency claimed t h a t  t h e  
Cuban p r e s s  r e f r a i n e d  from p r i n t i n g  v e r s i o n s  of other Chi- 
nese  polemical  materials such as t h e  31 December P e o p l e ' s  
D a i l y  ed i to r i a l  on  T o g l i a t t i ,  " d e s p i t e  t h e  fac t  t h a t  a 
daily b u l l e t i n  i s s u e d  by NCNA I n  Havana a c c u r a t e l y  and regu- 
l a r l y  provided t e x t s  of ar t ic les  and d e c l a r a t i o n s  on t h i s  
theme from Chinese,  Albanian, and o t h e r  sources. '' 

In  h i s  2 January  speech ,  C a s t r o  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
t ook  p u b l i c  n o t i c e  of t h e  d i s p u t e ,  dep lo r ing  "pub l i c  d i s -  
c r e p a n c i e s  i n  t h e  soc ia l i s t  camp" and u rg ing  u n i t y .  On 15 
January ,  he re i terated t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  "any- 
one who throws f u e l  on t h e  f i r e  of t h e  disagreements  is 
harming t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  world r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement.t1 
Comment i n  t h e  Cuban p r e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Woy, echoed Castro's 
l i n e ;  and t h e  Cuban charge  who a d d r e s s c t h e  s t a f f  of the  
embassy i n  Mexico on 16 January  warned t h a t  "Cubans m u s t  
t a k e  a completely n a t i o n a l i s t i c  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  regard t o  t h e  
power s t r u g g l e  between China and t h e  Sov ie t  Union.'' 
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Sov ie t  Concessions,  February 1963 

I n  February t h e r e  came a change i n  t h e  Cuban p o s t u r e  
toward t h e  Sov ie t  Union; l i k e  t h e  s imi la r  change tha t  had 
occurred t e n  months be fo re ,  it w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of a Sov ie t  
concess ion .  On 6 February t h e  1963 p r o t o c o l  t o  t h e  Cuban- 
Sov ie t  trade agreement, i nvo lv ing  a new long-term credit 
t o  Cuba, was f i n a l l y  s i g n e d  i n  Moscow a f t e r  l ong  negot ia -  
t i o n s .  Although t h i s  agreement w a s  g iven  o n l y  c r y p t i c  
t r e a t m e n t  by TASS and no mention w a s  made of t h e  trade 
l e v e l s  or  amount of credits,  t h e r e  is reason  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  Cubans ob ta ined  much of what t h e y  had been ask ing .  

' d e c i s i v e  aid" f o r '  Cuba; and on 22 March an e b u l l i e n t  F i d e l  
C a s t r o  commented a t  l e n g t h  on 
Sov ie t  a i d ,  f o r  which, he Jaxi,  cwa  was "very g r a r e r ? l , "  
and which he desc r ibed  as "more t h a n  t h e  U.S. g i v e s  L a t i n  
America i n  a decade." A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Castro acknow- 
ledged t h a t  Cuban-Soviet r e l a t i o n s  had "deteriorated t e m -  
p o r a r i l y "  after t h e  m i s s i l e  crisis b u t  sa id  t h e y  had now 
improved. 

been postponed u n t i l  l a t e  A p r i l  and e a r l y  May (when it 
a c t u a l l y  took  p l a c e ) .  I t  seems l i k e l y  from Castro's reac- 
t i o n  and from o t h e r  Cuban a c t i o n s  i n  February and March 
t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  commitment f o r  which Cuba had been p res s -  
ing-- that  of r a i s i n g  t h e  p r i c e  p a i d  for Cuban s u g a r  t o  t h e  
world market p r i c e ,  which w a s  announced i n  May d u r i n g  Cas -  
tro's v i s i t - - a c t u a l l y  had been agreed upon ear l ier  b u t  
w a s  saved u n t i l  Castro's  v i s i t  for propaganda explo i tk i t ion .  

Bes ides  t h e  economic concess ions ,  t h e  S o v i e t s  were 
a p p a r e n t l y  s imul taneous ly  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s o f t e n  t h e  blow t o  
C a s t r o  of t h e i r  phased withdrawal  of m i l i t a r y  t e c h n i c i a n s  

t h e  agreement reached w o u l d  p rov ide  ror 

Meanwhile, on 9 March, 1 
a widespread rumor  t h a t  c a s c r o  naa Deen scneadled 

l a t e  i n  March, b u t  t h a t  t h e  v i s i t  had now 

\ 
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and armored u n i t s o b y  t r a i n i n g  t h e  Cubans i n  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  
v a r i o u s  s p e c i a l  weapons sys tems remaining i n  Cuba ( t h e  SAMs, 
coastal  de fense  missiles, MIG-21s,  and Komar guided missile 
boats). In  February,  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  by Khrushchev pro-  
v ided  t h e  closest approach t o  a d i rec t  commitment t o  defend 
Cuba e v e r  made by  Sov ie t  spokesmen; and i n  t h e  S o v i e t  May 
Day s l o g a n s  publ i shed  i n  e a r l y  Apr i l  Cuba w a s  for  t h e  first 
t i m e  fo rma l ly  recognized by such  s l o g a n s  t o  be a m e m b e r  of 
t h e  bloc, "bu i ld ing  socialism" l i k e  t h e  s a t e l l i t e s  and ele- 
va ted  t o  a p l a c e  among t h e m  in t h e  a l p h a b e t i c a l  l i s t i n g s .  

Castro made a number of concess ions  i n  r e t u r n .  F i r s t ,  
he  a p p a r e n t l y  agreed to make a s t r e n u o u s  a t t empt  t o  end 

t h e  Cubans and " g r e a t e r  d i r e c t i o n  by Sov ie t  t e c h n i c i a n s "  
of t h e  Cuban economy. I n  t h e  February i s s u e  of t h e  Cuban 
jou rna l .Cuba  S o c i a l i s t s ,  Guevara s t r o n g l y  denounced t h e  
l a c k  of c o o r d i n a t i o n  and was te fu lness  among t h e  r eg ime ' s  
economic agencies ,  and asserted t h a t  such  p r a c t i c e s  had 
harmed " the  whole i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i f e  of t he  na t ion . "  

Secondly,  beginning  i n  e a r l y  March 1963 and cont inu-  
i n g  through C a s t r o ' s  April-May v i s i t  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, 
there w a s  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  dampening of Cuban incend ia ry  
propaganda toward L a t i n  America which can on ly  have been 
t h e  r e s u l t  of Sov ie t  i n f l u e n c e .  On 22 February,  i n  h i s  
first p u b l i c  speech. s i n c e  h i s  v i o l e n t  u t t e r a n c e s  of Janu- 
a r y ,  Castro r ev ived  the  c a v e a t  t ha t  r e v o l u t i o n  is n o t  for 
e x p o r t ,  which he had conspicuous ly  omit ted i n  January ;  and 
meanwhile, Havana r a d i o  q u i t e l y  d i scon t inued  its s e v e r a l  
s p e c i a l  radio s e r v i c e s  addressed to i n d i v i d u a l  L a t i n  Ameri- 
can  c o u n t r i e s  deemed prime t a r g e t s  for inflammatory propa- 
ganda. While r o u t i n e  Radio Havana and P rensa  L a t i n a  

I 
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propaganda cont inued  t o  encourage hemisphere-wide r e v o l t ,  
t h e  volume of t h i s  material w a s  decreased .  I t  is l i k e l y  
t h a t  a p r i n c i p a l  i n t e rmed ia ry  between Moscow and Castro 
i n  t h i s  matter w a s  B r a z i l i a n  Communist p a r t y  s e c r e t a r y  
g e n e r a l  Lu i s  Carlos Prestes, who a r r i v e d  from Moscow t o  
v i s i t  Havana for t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  on 25 February and remained 
u n t i l  6 March, when he  r e t u r n e d  t o  Moscow. While it is 
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a main concern of Prestes w a s  t o  secure Cuban 
agreement t o  cease suppor t  f o r  h i s  d i s s i d e n t  Communist 
r i v a l s  i n  B r a z i l ,  it is also p robab le  t h a t  he urged on Mos- 
cow's behalf some moderat ion i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  Cuban p u b l i c  
p o s t u r e  toward L a t i n  America. When economic concess ions  
were secu red  from t h e  S o v i e t  Union, C a s t r o  complied f o r  
t h e  t i m e  be ing .  

USSR i n  February and March i n c l u d e  h i s  a c t i o n  i n  denying 
i n  March what he had said t o  J u l i e n  about  Khrushchev i n  
January ,  as w e l l  as t h e  r e l a x a t i o n  of t h r e a t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
PSP. A medium-level PSP o f f i c i a l  is r e p o r t e d  t o  haMe stated 
i n  l a t e  February t h a t  some so r t  of " t r u c e "  o r  unwr i t t en  
agreement had been reached between Castro and t h e  PSP lead- 
e r s h i p  whereby t h e  Communists would n o t  become involved i n  
d i s p u t e s  w i t h  members of t h e  2 6 t h  of J u l y  movement, e v e n  
i f  t h i s  meant serious concess ions  by t h e  Communists. It 
was added t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was a f a r  c r y  
from t h e  t e n s i o n  between t h e  Castroites and t h e  PSP t h a t  
had p r e v a i l e d  a t  t h e  peak of t h e  crisis between Castro and 
t h e  S o v i e t s .  I n  l a t e  May, fo l lowing  Castro 's  v i s i t  t o  the  
USSR, t h e  newspaper Hoy and t h e  PSP were given  l a v i s h  t r i b u t e  
by regime spokesmen =celebrations honoring Hoy's twenty- 
f i f t h  ann ive r sa ry ;  and bo th  R a u l  Castro and G G a r a  h i n t e d  
t h a t  - Hoy might become t h e  o f f i c i a l  o rgan  of t h e  new p a r t y  
F i d e l  Castro was forming, t h e  PURS. A t  about t h e  same timy, 
Carlos Franqui ,  t h e  e d i t o r  of Castro's o ld  organ Revolucion, 
who had long  been a t  odds w i t h  t h e  PSP, t o l d  f r i e n d s  i n  
France t h a t  he f e l t  Cuba had f a l l e n  i n t o  S o v i e t  hands " in  
t h e  most s e r v i l e  way, and g e n e r a l l y  i n d i c a t e d  despondency 
over  t h e  t r e n d  of e v e n t s  i n  Cuba.  

Other  g e s t u r e s  by Castro t o  ease r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  

In  t h e  f a c e  of t h i s  ev idence  of another  rapproche- 
ment between Castro and t h e  S o v i e t s ,  t h e  Chinese Communists 
i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1963 g r e a t l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  
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win C a s t r o  t o  t h e i r  s i d e .  Throughout t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  Chi- 
nese  p r e s s  p r i n t e d  almost d a i l y  r e p o r t s  on Cuba  p r a i s i n g  
C a s t r o ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e  and f l a t t e r i n g  him g r o s s l y .  
C h i n e s e  c o n s u l a t e  o f f i c i a l s  i n  Geneva and NCNA o f f i c i a l s  
i n  P a r i s  i n  February v i s i t e d  t h e  l o c a l  Cuban embass ies  t o  
p r a i s e  Castro and denounce t h e  S o v i e t s .  I 

-. A L'uDan m i l i t a r y  dele- 
g a t i o n  v i s i t e d  Ch i n a  without p u b l l b i t y  from e a r l y  March un- 
til mid- Ju ly ,  and may w e l l  have made arrangements  for  f u r t h e r  
a s s i s t a n c e  o r  t r a i n i n g ;  t h i s  v i s i t  is l i k e l y  t o  have been 
related t o  t h e  subsequent  p u b l i c  v i s i t  of t h e  head of t h e  
Chinese a i r  f o r c e ,  L i u  Ya-lou, t o  Cuba f o r  t he  Cuban anni -  
v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  l a te  J u l y .  In  l a t e  A p r i l ,  t h e  
Chinese b r i e f e d  t h e  Cuban ambassador i n  P e i p i n g  on t h e  re- 
c e n t  congress  of t h e  pro-Chinese New Zealaiid Communist 
p a s t y ,  and p o i n t e d l y  p r a i s e d  t h e  New Zealand leaders t o  t h e  
Cubans as men who "had t h e  courage t o  adopt an independent 
a t t i t u d e  and t o  d i s r e g a r d  set  o r d e r s . "  In  mid-May, t h e  
Cuban o f f i c i a l  J o s e  Matar r e t u r n e d  from a v i s i t  f r o m  t h e  
CPS and t o l d  a Havana p r e s s  conference  t h a t  Mao had person- 
a l l y  t o l d  him tha t  he  cons idered  F i d e l  C a s t r o  one of t h e  
m o s t  o u t s t a n d i n g  Marx i s t -Len in i s t s  of t h e  p r e s e n t  p e r i o d . ' q  
I n  e a r l y  June,I  

o solici1; L'uDan s u p p o r t '  for t h e  adamant Chinese o p p o s i t i o n  
to Sov ie t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  West r e g a r d i n g  p r o l i f e r a -  
t i o n  of n u c l e a r  weapons. 

t n e  c n i n e s e  were aga in  a t t e m p t i n g  

Meanwhile, i n  its propaganda coverage of t h e  Th i rd  
Afro-Asian People ' s  S o l i d a r i t y  Conference i n  Tanganyika i n  
February 1963, P e i p i n g  gave e n t h u s i a s t i c  and e x t e n s i v e  
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a t t e n t i o n  to t h e  speech  of t h e  Cuban delegate there--and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  h i s  r e p o r t e d  proposa l  t h a t  a three-cont  i.- 
nen t  meeting of Asians,  Af r i cans ,  and L a t i n  Americans be 
convened i n  Havana. I n  MOSCOW'S v e r y  b r i e f  account of t he  
C u b a n ' s  speech,  t h i s  Castro proposa l  w a s  ignored ,  and o n l y  
a month l a t e r  d i d  Sov ie t  propaganda even p u b l i c l y  a d m i t  
t h a t  a r e s o l u t i o n  t o  hold s u c h  a conference  was adopted 
by t h e  Tanganyika meeting. Th i s  was i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
C h i n e s e  t r e a t m e n t ,  which no t  o n l y  hai led t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  
immediately b u t  stressed t h a t  t he  r e s o l u t i o n  expressed  
" w a r m e s t  g r a t i t u d e "  t o  Castro for h i s  i n v i t a t i o n .  The CPSU 
has become i n c r e a s i n g l y  wary of t h e  long-discussed three- 
c o n t i n e n t  p r o j e c t  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  as a dev ice  which t h e  
Chinese have a t tempted  t o  seize t o  promote Chinese i n f l u -  
ence i n  t h e  underdeveloped a r e a s  and reduce t h a t  of t h e  
USSR.* While a t t empt ing  t o  d e l a y  t h e  ho ld ing  of t h e  t h r e e -  
c o n t i n e n t  conference ,  t h e  CPSU has  sought  t o  in t roduce  i n t o  
t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  conPerence ' such  CPSU-dominated in-  
t e r n a t  i o n a l  f r o n t  s r g a n i z a t  i ons  as t h e  World Peace Counci l ,  
i n  an  e f f o r t  t o  o f fse t  expected C h i n e s e  i n f l u e n c e  among 
t h e  conference  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  It  is a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  
Sov ie t  p a r t y  has  been most d i s t r u s t f u l  of t h e  role  which 
C a s t r o  would p l a y  a t  s u c h  a conference .  I 

Never the l e s s ,  t h e  Cuban response  t o  t h e  various Chi-'  
nese  o v e r t u r e s  w a s  t o  con t inue  t o  i n s i s t  on p u b l i c  n e u t r a l i t y  

*During 1963 t h  e S o v i e t s  became i n c r e a s i n g l y  open i n  
expres s ing  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e i r  f e a r s  about t h i s  Chinese 
e f f o r t .  On 6 August, f o r  example, a j o i n t  a r t ic le  by t h e  
e d i t o r s  of Pravda and I z v e s t i y a  s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  Chinese 
" a l l e g e  t h a t p e o p l e s  of Asia, Africa, and L a t i n  America.. . 
main ta in  closer c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  t a s k s  
of t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e ,  and a l l e g e  t h a t  t h e y  have more 
i n  common t h a n  t h e  peoples  of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  and c o n t i -  
n e n t s .  I' 
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' between Moscow and Pe ip ing .  

From l a t e  Apr i l  u n t i l  l a t e  May, Castro p a i d  h i s  v i s i t  
t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, and t h e  CPSTJ made an extreme e f for t  
t o  p rocure  h i s  coope ra t ion  for  t h e  for thcoming Soviet show- 
down wi th  t h e  Ch inese .  C a s t s s  was welcomed w i t h  enormous 
crowds, f l a t t e r e d ,  feted, g iven  t h e  h i g h e s t  S o v i e t  awards,  
t aken  on tours  through t h e  S o v i e t  Union, taken  t o  Sov ie t  
rocket i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  g iven  m i l i t a r y  b r i e f i n g s ,  and c l o s e t e d  
w i t h  Khrushcheu for  t a l k s  which lasted "many days." Sov ie t  
propaganda a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  v i s i t  f a r  exceeded t h e  welcome 
e v e r  extended t o  any o t h e r  f o r e i g n  v i s i t o r .  In  h i s  p u b l i c  
s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union and immediately a f t e r  h i s  
r e t u r n  t o  C u b a ,  as w e l l  as i n  subsequent  p r i v a t e  conversa-  
t i o n s  w i t h  f o r e i g n  ambassadors, Castro seemed t o  have been 
deeply  impressed both by t h e  S o v i e t  Union and by Khrushchev. 
I n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, he r e p e a t e d l y  p r a i s e d  Khrushchev, and 
for t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  a 23 l a y  s a l l y  speech approved Sov ie t  
a c t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  October crisis. Th i s  s t a t emen t  was of 
great h e l p  t o  t h e  CPSU i n  d e a l i n g  wi th  o t h e r  Communist par- 
t ies  who were still be ing  t o l d  by t h e  Chinese t h a t  Khru- 
shchev had betrayed Cuba. Also u s e f u l  t o  t h e  S o v i e t s  w e r e  
s t a t e m e n t s  conta ined  i n  the  Soviet-Cuban communique conclud- 
i n g  C a s t r o ' s  v i s i t  which endorsed  %he S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n s  on 
peace fu l  coex i s t ence ,  disarmament,  and t h e  n o n - i n e v i t a b i l i t y  
of w a r  i n  g e n e r a l i z e d  language.  I n  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s ,  however, 
t h e  communique appeared t o  r e f l e c t  a con t inu ing  Cuban desire 
t o  avoid  o f f end ing  the  Chinese unnecessarily. N o t  o n l y  d i d  it 
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f a i l  t o  c r i t i c i ze  t h e  Chinese or Albanians,  b u t  it f a i l e d  
t o  mention dogmatism, r e v i s i o n i s m ,  or Yugoslavia;  it d i d  
n o t  r e p e a t  t h e  S o v i e t  t h e s i s  t h a t  war may be exc luded  wh i l e  
c a p i t a l i s m  s t i l l  ex is t s ,  which t h e  Chinese f i n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
o b j e c t i o n a b l e ;  and m o s t  n o t a b l e  of a l l ,  it e n d o r s e d  t h e  
b land  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n ,  accep tab le  t o  both  S o v i e t s  and Chi- 
nese ,  t h a t  each  people  s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  
m u s t  d i s c o v e r  f o r  i t se l f  whether peace fu l  or non-peaceful 
means of r each ing  socialism are more s u i t a b l e .  An e s s e n t i a l  
d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  Chinese and Cuban p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  
q u e s t i o n ,  on t h e  one hand, and t h e  S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
other, has been t h e  c o n t r a s t i n g  a p p r a i s a l s  each has made 
on whether  armed s t r u g g l e  i n  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  L a t i n  Ameri- 
c a n  c o u n t r i e s  is i n  fact  now s u i t a b l e ,  whether it shou ld  
be encouraged, and whether Communist p a r t i e s  should  take 
p a r t .  i n  it. 

On h i s  r e t u r n  home, Castro con 4 June p resen ted  a 
l e n g t h y  p u b l i c  r e p o r t  on h i s  v i s i t  i n  which he  gave g r e a t e r  
ev idence  t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  e f f o r t s  t o  impress h i m  had s u c -  
ceeded. Castro p a i d  r epea ted  and ex t r avagan t  t r i b u t e  t o  
Khrushchev as a " g r e a t  leader and a formidable  adve r sa ry  
of imper ia l i sm;  'I these s t a t e m e n t s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  s t r o n g -  
est assis tance t o  t h e  CPSU i n  its c o n t e s t  w i t h  t h e  CCP t h a t  
C a s t r o  had e v e r  f u r n i s h e d .  H e  a l s o  p a r r o t e d  Khrushchev's 
views on t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of bo th  "warlike" and "sober" per-  
s o n s  i n  t h e  U . S .  l e a d e r s h i p ,  and on t h e  d e c i s i v e  importance 
of economic development f o r  p o l i t i c a l  supremacy. I n  t h e  
l a t t e r  connec t ion ,  C a s t r o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  Cuba would i n  t h e  
f u t u r e  have t o  t a k e  a more rea l i s t ic  view of its economy, 
fo l lowing  t h e  S o v i e t  model more c l o s e l y .  Castro a l s o  stated 
t h a t  "we are going to b u i l d  an economy based on t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  of labor, " foreshadowing t h e  f irst p u b l i c  
announcement, a month la ter ,  of C u b a * s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  as an 
"observer"  i n  a CEMA meet ing,  At t h e  same t i m e ,  Castro 
showed i n  h i s  speech  some s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  h i s  
remarks might have on t h e  Chinese,  and even greater s e n s i -  
t i v i t y  t o  t h e  thought  t h a t  h i s  pro-Soviet  s t a t e m e n t s  might 
have been purchased by S o v i e t  economic h e l p  (such as t h e  
concess ion  on Cuban s u g a r ,  announced i n  the j o i n t  communi- 
que i n  Moscow); 
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The Chinese undoubtedly were offended.  Although t h e  
CCP cont inued  t o  work for Cuban s u p p o r t  and t o  u s e  h e l p f u l  
Cuban s t a t e m e n t s ,  t h e  l a v i s h  p e r s o n a l  t r i b u t e  t o  Castro i n  
t h e  Chinese p r e s s  ceased a b r u p t l y  wi th  t h e  v i s i t  t o  t h e  
Sov ie t  Union, and was n o t  t h e r e a f t e r  resumed. On t h e  2 6 t h  
of J u l y  Cuban ann ive r sa ry ,  Castro w a s  no t  mentioned i n  Chi- 
nese  commemorative e d i t o r i a l s ,  nor  i n  t h e  speeches  by Chi- 
nese l e a d e r s  a t  a Cuban embassy r e c e p t i o n  i n  Pe ip ing ,  nor  
i n  t h e  s a l u t a t i o n  of t h e  g r e e t i n g s  s e n t  t o  Cuba by Mao and 
the Chinese leaders. 

S ince  C a s t r o ' s  r e t u r n  from t h e  S o v i e t  Union, v a r i o u s  
sources have made a number of "claims as t o  what t h e  S o v i e t s  
a t tempted  t o  g e t  from Castro and what t h e y  succeeded i n  
g e t t i n g .  An o f f i c i a l  i n  t h e  Sov ie t  embassy i n  Havana h a s  
s t a t e d  t h a t  Castro was made t o  unders tand  by t h e  S o v i e t s  
t h a t  he  Could n o t  con t inue  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  U.S. i n  view of 
t h e  danger  of provoking t h e  United S t a t e s .  T h i s  S o v i e t  
o f f i c i a l  added t h a t  C a s t r o  w a s  t o l d  t o  t a k e  a moderate 
l i n e  and t o  t r y  to b r i n g  about a rapprochement wi th  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  Implying a b e l i e f  t h a t  Castro would obey 
these i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  he p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  w i t h i n  e i g h t e e n  months 
or t w o  y e a r s  v i r t u a l l y  normal r e l a t i o n s  would be e s t a b l i s h e d  
between Cuba and t h e  United S t a t e s .  
quoted E m i l i o  Aragones, a l e a d i n g  me!mer or Castro's ue e- 
g a t i o n  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union, as conf i rming  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  
t o l d  Castro t h a t  he should  a t t empt  t o  r each  an understand-  
i n g  based on p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t e n c e  w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
and as adding t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  "convinced" Castso t h a t  t h e y  
were r i g h t  and t h e  Chinese w e r e  wrong about t h e  d o c t r i n e  
of peace fu l  coex i s t ence  w i t h  t h e  U . S .  A 1 1 
r e s i d e n t  i n  L a t i n  America 

p r e d i d t e d  th a t  castrovs v i s i t  t o t n e  
foreshadowed " i t e a d i l  y d e c r e a s i n g  t ens ion"  w i t h  t h e  

United S t a t e s ,  as w e l l  as Castroes  , " c a p i t u l a t i o n "  to Moscow 
on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  e x p o r t  of  t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  through- 
o u t  L a t i n  America. Th i s  l a t t e r  claim has a lso been implied 
p u b l i c l y  i n  comment by two of t h e  CPSU's m o s t  f a i t h f u l  
f o r e i g n  adhe ren t s .  On 27 May t h e  French Communist organ 
1'Humanite s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Soviet-Cuban j o i n t  communique 
"sounds t h e  k n e l l  of t h o s e  who s p e c u l a t e d  on t h e  p a r t i c u l -  
a r i t i e s  of t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  n o t  o n l y  to dream of detach-  
i n g  Cuba from t h e  soc ia l i s t  camp, b u t  also t o  a t tempt  to 
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p r e c i p i t a t e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  here and  t h e r e  i n t o  adventure ."  
(Emphasis added.)  I n  J u l y ,  t h e  Spanish Communist leader 
Dolores  Ibar rur i ,  who l i v e s  i n  Moscow, to ld  a Mexican j o u r -  
n a l  . s i m i l a r l y  t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  
on L a t i n  America was " q u i t e  profound, b u t  n o t  because t h e  
Cuban expe r i ence  w i t h  its s p e c i f i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  can  be 
expor t ed  t o  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  hemisphere." Moreover, 
even one of t h e  L a t i n  American Communist leaders sympathe t ic  
t o  C a s t r o ' s  m i l i t a n t  l i n e  and h o s t i l e  to t he  CPSU, t h e  
Ecuadoran Rafael Echever r ia ,  w a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  mid-July as 
p r i v a t e l y  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  as a r e s u l t  of Castro's  
t r i p  t o  t h e  Sov ie t  Union t h e r e  would be a complete  Cuban 
p o l i c y  change, and t h a t  Cuba  w o u l d  hence fo r th  devo te  its 
e f fo r t s  t o  b u i l d i n g  soc ia l i sm a t  b m e  ra ther  t h a n  t o  expor t -  
i n g  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  L a t i n  America. 

I n  e v a l u a t i n g  these s t a t e m e n t s ,  it must be remembered 
t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  Union on s e v e r a l  p rev ious  occas ions  had at- 
tempted t o  promote a r e l a x a t i o n  of t e n s i o n s  between t h e  
United S t a t e s  and Cuba, most no tab ly  a t  t h e  beginning  of 
P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy's a d m i n i s t r a t  ion  and aga in  a f t e r  the  1961 
Bay of P i g s  invas ion ,  b u t  t h a t  on each occas ion  t h e  a t tempt  
had f a i l ed  because of powerful incompat ib le  factors:  t h e  
S o v i e t  desire t o  main ta in  and expand a presence  i n  Cuba as 
a base f o r  o p e r a t i o n s  i n  L a t i n  America; Castro's desire t o  
o b t a i n  Sov ie t  p r o t e c t i o n ,  and h i s  c o n c o m i t a n t  d r i v e  t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  h i s  a l l i a n c e  wi th  t h e  PSP and t o  promote himself  
as a "Marxis t -Leninis t"  l e a d i n g  a " s o c i a l i s t "  r e v o l u t i o n ;  
and t h e  C a s t r o i t e  hatred of t h e  United States and desire 
t o  s t r i k e  a t  t h e  U.S. th rough t h e  b l a t a n t ,  p u b l i c  promotion 
of armed i n s u r r e c t i o n  i n  L a t i n  America. While i n  t h e  case 
of t h e  l a s t  f a c t o r  t h e  S o v i e t s  may have desired t o  modify 
Castro's p u b l i c  p o s t u r e  as a means of inducing  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  t o  accept  Castro's regime (as w e l l  as f o r  o t h e r  
reasons), t h e r e  is no good evidence  t h a t  t h e y  have y e t  s u c -  
ceeded. 

I t  is t r u e  t h a t  C a s t r o  i n  speeches  bo th  b e f o r e  and 
a f t e r  h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  USSR a l l u d e d  t o  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s '  t o  
n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s  w i t h  a view toward restor- 
i n g  d ip lomat i c  r e l a t i o n s .  Moreover, I I 

he s a id  he had been 
'mis tasen  i n  r a i l i n g  t o  ma in ta in  f r i e n d l y  ' r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
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West, p ro fes sed  a desire to improve such r e l a t i o n s ,  and 
expressed  conf idence  t h a t  t h e  United States would u l t i m a t e l y  
come t o  terms wi th  t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n .  However, Castro 
was more f r a n k  i n  an i n t e r v i e w  wi th  t h e  Middle E a s t  News 
Agency on 25 J u l y  when he s ta ted t h a t  h i s  v i s i t  t o  Moscow 
had been a " t u r n i n g  po in t "  i n  t h e  f o s t e r i n g  of c o n t a c t s  
f o r  t h e  improvement of r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Washington ( i .e. ,  
t h a t  Moscow had p res sed  him t o  improve r e l a t i o n s ) ,  b u t  t h a t  
"miserable America" remained h o s t i l e  and " t h u s  h indered  
these c o n t a c t s  .'I Cas t ro  concluded: " W e  are happy about 
America's hos t i le  p o l i c y ,  since it has enabled  u s  to pro- 
ceed on o u r  p a t h  and do whatever w e  wish." He t h u s  implied 
t h a t  t h e  U.S. refusal  t o  d e a l  w i t h  him on h i s  own t e r m s  
would be used  by him as j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  USSR f o r  a 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h a t  inflammatory l i n e  toward L a t i n  America 
which w a s  one of t h e  r easons  for t h e  United S t a t e s  refusal.  
Guevara s i m i l a r l y  s ta ted i n  a 23 J u l y  p r e s s  conference  i n  
Algeria t h a t  he doubted t h a t  C u b a ' s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  U.S. 
could improve much, because " t h e  U.S. knows t h a t  as l o n g  
as t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  e x i s t s ,  t h e  danger e x i s t s  i n  L a t i n  
America because w e  are v e r y  close to them f i . e . ,  t o  t h e  
L a t i n  Americans-/.'' Guevara a p p a r e n t l y  m e a n t  t h a t  he  knew 
t h e  United S t a r e s  could n o t  accep t  t h e  Cuban regime because 
t h a t  regime intended t o  con t inue  t o  promote a "danger" t o  
t h e  U.S. i n  L a t i n  America.* 

Havana on 26 J u l y ,  when he  d e l i v e r e d  h i s  most m i l i t a n t  cal l  
t o  revol t  i n  L a t i n  America s i n c e  January.  Once aga in ,  he  
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  it was t h e  "duty" of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t o  
act wi thout  w a i t i n g  " f o r  a change i n  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  of 
f o r c e s  t o  produce t h e  miracle of s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  He 
l i s t e d  Peru,  Colombia, Argent ina,  Paraguay, Venezuela,  
Ecuador , G u a t e m a l a ,  Nicaragua,  Honduras, E l  Salvador ,  and 
"any o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  I may have f o r g o t t e n "  as n a t i o n s  where 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  should  follow t h e  "path,  t ac t ics ,  and s t r a t e g y "  

Castro confirmed s u c h  an i n t e n t i o n  i n  h i s  speech i n  

*Guevara s t a t e d  t h a t  Cuba had t h e  d u t y  of h e l p i n g  its 
L a t i n  American b r o t h e r s  f r e e  themselves  w i t h  I tall  means a t  
its d i s p o s a l .  
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he had e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Cuba w i t h  h i s  a t t a c k  on t h e  Moncada 
barracks and h i s  subsequent  g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
Ba t i s t a ' s  army. However, Castro now i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  "excep- 
t i o n s "  he  had conceded t o  t h e  " t h e o r e t i c i a n s "  i n  h i s  Janu- 
a r y  polemical  speeches ;  more e x p l i c i t l y  t h a n  e v e r  before, 
he exempted from t h i s  l ist  of n a t i o n s  r i p e  f o r  armed r e v o l t  
t h e  f i v e  L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s  which ma3ntained d i p l o -  
matic r e l a t i o n s  wi th  h i s  regime ( B r a z i l ,  Mexico, Ch i l e ,  
B o l i v i a ,  and Uruguay), t h u s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  h i s  p a s s i o n  
f o r  r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  now s t r o n g l y  modif ied by a desire t o  
i s o l a t e  t h e  United S t a t e s  and promote Cuban s t a t e  i n t e r e s t s  
( s i n c e  social  c o n d i t i o n s  i n ,  s a y ,  B o l i v i a ,  are by no means 
less f a v o r a b l e  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a n  those i n  Argent ina,  f o r  
example).  It  also so happens t h a t  c e r t a i n  of these p r i v i -  
l eged  f i v e  n a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Braz i l ,  are c o u n t r i e s  where 
t h e  CPSU has had t h e  g r e a t e s t  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  Castro's advocacy 
of, v i o l e n c e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e .  As a byproduct t o  se rv -  
i n g  h i s  own i n t e r e s t s  b y  making t h e s e  excep t ions ,  C a s t r o  
had t h u s  gone part-way t o  c o n c i l i a t e  t h e  CPSU, and he  
at tempted i n  h i s  speech t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
i n  a l l  other L a t i n  American c o u n t r i e s  would have S o v i e t  
approval  if t h e y  immediately adopted a f o r c e f u l  l i n e . *  

*Castro said t h  a t  '"no p a r t y  o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  state"--i.e.,  
n e i t h e r  C u b a  no r  t h e  USSR--would be t o  blame i f  any p a r t i -  
c u l a r  group of L a t i n  American r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  f a i l e d  t o  
make a r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e i r  coun t ry ,  b u t  o n l y  t h o s e  revolu-  
t i o n a r i e s .  H e  t h u s  i n t ima ted  t h a t  t h e  CPSU was n o t  f o r b i d -  
d i n g  any radical  or Communist movement i n  L a t i n  America from 
adopt ing  t h e  v i o l e n t  tact ics  he was advocat ing.  Castro 
also s t a t ed  e x p l i c i t l y  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  once any L a t i n  Ameri- 
can coun t ry  had achieved a r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  USSR and t h e  b l o c  
would g i v e  it t h e  aid and p r o t e c t i o n  t h e y  had g iven  Cuba. 
He added, however, t h a t  llwell writ to open t h e  p a t h  t o  L a t i n  
American r e v o l u t i o n ;  and t h i s  Pravda omi t t ed  from its n e a r l y  
complete v e r s i o n  of h i s  speech., 

I t  should  a lso be noted ,  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  apparent  
excep t ion  Castro had made for Braz i l  and o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  
t h a t  CastroPs concess ion  t o  t h e  CPSU on B r a z i l  may have been 
l i m i t e d  o n l y  t o  an agreement to moderate h i s  p u b l i c  language. 
While Castro has  appa ren t ly  ceased  c o v e r t  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  
d i s s i d e n t  Communist p a r t y  of Brazil ,  he  does  n o t  seem t o  
have done so wi th  regard t o  t h e  peasan t  l e a d e r  Jul iao.  
more d e t a i l ,  see t h e  s e c t i o n  of  t h i s  paper  d e a l i n g  w i t h  Brazi l .  

For  
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During Castro's v i s i t  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union he had ap- 
p a r e n t l y  had conve r sa t ions  wi th  t h e  Uruguayan p a r t y  leader 
Rodney Arismendi and c e r t a i n  o t h e r  L a t i n  American Communists, 
e v i d e n t l y  i n  a S o v i e t - i n i t i a t e d  a t tempt  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  p o l i c y .  
It  s e e m s  l i k e l y ,  for  r easons  expressed  elsewhere i n  t h i s  
paper ,  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  had by t h i s  t ime--in response  both 
t o  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  from Castro and t h e  danger t o  CPSU leader- 
s h i p  of t h e  L a t i n  American Communist movement r e p r e s e n t e d  
by t h e  CCP--agreed t o  suppor t  s o m e w h a t  greater m i l i t a n c y  
by L a t i n  American Communists; and Pravda,  a f t e r  some de lay ,  
publ i shed  a l e n g t h y  v e r s i o n  of C a s t r o ' s 2 6  J u l y  speech,  in -  
c l u d i n g  h i s  remarks on t h e  d u t y  of r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and t h e  
i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  b u t  s o f t e n i n g  
s l i g h t l y  h i s  v i o l e n t  a t t a c k s  on Venezuela,  G u a t e m a l a ,  and 
t h e  United States.  It seems u n l i k e l y ,  however, t h a t  t h e  
USSR expected or welcomed t h e  o v e r a l l  t o n e  of Castro 's  speech, 
which d i d  what 1'Humanite i n  its 26 May comment on t h e  Sovie t -  
Cuban communique s a i d  would n o t  be done: "at tempt  t o  pre- 
c i p i t a t e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  here and there i n t o  adventure .  s '  

It s h o u l d  also be noted  t h a t  Castro's  anti-U.S. remarks I 
were p e c u l i a r l y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  a t  a t i m e  when Sov ie t  p o l i c y  I 

w a s  a t t empt ing  t o  promote bo th  U.S. acceptance  of C a s t r o ' s  I 

regime and an atmosphere of Sov ie t  d e t e n t e  w i t h  t h e  United 
States  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  t e s t - b a n  t r e a t y .  

I t  t h u s  seems p o s s i b l e  t h a t  Castro w a s  a t t empt ing  
t o  u t i l i z e  what a r e  l i k e l y  t o  have been ambiguous a s su r -  
ances  g iven  him by t h e  CPSU r e g a r d i n g  S o v i e t  suppor t  for  
a more m i l i t a n t  p o s t u r e  by m o s t  L a t i n  American Communist 
p a r t i e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  p l a c e  p r e s s u r e  upon t h o s e  p a r t i e s  t o  
j o i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  non-Communist radical Castroite groups of 
L a t i n  Aner ica i n  t h e  prompt i n i t i a t i o n  of g u e r r i l l a  war fa re .  
I t  remains t o  be s e e n  whether t h e  CPSU w i l l  i n  f a c t  assist  
C a s t r o  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  case of such  
p a r t i e s  as t h e  Communist p a r t y  of Peru ,  where t h e  m a j o r i t y  
l e a d e r s h i p  has been opposed t o  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  v i o l e n t  
a c t i v i t i e s  a t  p r e s e n t  and' convinced t h a t  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  
by o t h e r s  w a s  no t  h e l p f u l  b u t  harmful t o  its own p r o s p e c t s .  
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Renewed Chinese E f f o r t s  t o  Subver t  t h e  Cubans 

Despi te  P e i p i n g ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  anger a t  Castro f o r  
what it a p p a r e n t l y  r e g a r d s  as h i s  b e t r a y a l  of t h e  CCP i n  
h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union and immediately upon 
r e t u r n  t o  Cuba, t h e  Chinese have not  ceased t h e i r  e f f o r t s  
t o  win  t h e  Cubans away from t h e  CPSU. These e f f o r t s  have 
been aided by s p o r a d i c  Cuban s t a t e m e n t s  and a c t i o n s  which 
suppor ted  o r  could be d e p i c t e d  as s u p p o r t i n g  a s p e c t s  of 
t h e  Chinese l i n e  (such as Castro's  26 J u l y  speech ,  which 
t h e  Chinese promptly p u b l i c i z e d  and e x p l o i t e d  i n  t h i e r  
propaganda). Even wh i l e  Castro w a s  avowing s o l i d a r i t y  . 
w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  t h e  USSR, NCNA on 11 May quoted a v i s i t -  
i ng  Cuban trade union l e a d e r  i n  Nanking as "emphat ica l ly  
p o i n t i n g  o u t "  t h a t  "U.S. imper ia l i sm was no th ing  bu t  a 
paper t i g e r  and t h a t  people  should  n o t  g i v e  i n  t o  imperi-  
al ism." In  late May, Jose  Matar, another  Cuban l e a d e r  
r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  China and an in t e rv i ew w i t h  Mao, 
dec la red  over  Havana r a d i o  t h a t  Mao Tse-tung had " l i v e d  
u p  t o  ou r  hopes and o u r  idea of him as a world leader." 
On 22 June,  NCNA quoted s t i l l  a t h i r d  v i s i t i n g  Cuban, t h e  
Academy of Science p r e s i d e n t  Antonio Nunez Jimenez, as 
s t a t i n g  i n  Kweil in  t h a t  Cuban expe r i ence  "conc lus ive ly  
proves  t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  of Mao Tse-tung 's  t h e s i s  t h a t  imperi-  
alism and a l l  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r i e s  are paper  t i g e r s  and t h e  
c o r r e c t n e s s  of Len in ' s  s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  imper ia l i sm is a 
colossus wi th  fee t  of c l a y . "  (This  Lenin s t a t emen t  had 
been e x t e n s i v e l y  used by t h e  CCP i n  its polemica l  de fense  
of t h e  paper  t i g e r  t h e s i s  a g a i n s t  Sov ie t  a t t a c k s . )  

Democratic Fede ra t ion  i n  Moscow i n  l a t e  June,  t h e  Cuban 
d e l e g a t i o n  appears  t o  have t a k e n  a c t i o n s  which g r e a t l y  
compliehted t h e  CPSU e f f o r t s  t o  isolate  t h e  Chinese.  

Moreover, a t  t h e  Congress of t h e  Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

0 

' i b i s -  
t h e  I t a l i a n  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  congress  

f u r n i s h e d  t h e  I t a l i a n  Communist p a r t y  af t e r w  Gwnlch c oses t h a t , i n  t h e  meet ings of t h e  Bureau  of t h e  women's 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  be fo re  t h e  p u b l i c  congress  s e s s i o n s  were h e l d ,  
a r e p o r t  which Cuba had p repa red  f o r  t h e  congres s  was re- 
j e c t e d  by t h e  B u r e a u  because of its extreme i n v e c t i v e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  United S t a t e s .  The I t a l i a n  d e l e g a t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
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S o v i e t s  thereupon at tempted a ammpromise,, a r ranged  a few 
" i n s u b s t a n t i a l "  changes i n  t h e  Cuban r e p o r t ,  fo rced  t h e  
Bureau  t o  v o t e  a g a i n  t o  approve i t ,  and t h e n  had t h e  Cuban 
r e p o r t  r ead  a t  a p u b l i c  s e s s i o n  of the  congress .*  In pro- 
t e s t ,  t h e  I t a l i a n  d e l e g a t i o n  walked q u t  whi le  t h e  Cuban 
was speak ing- - r e f l ec t ing  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  I t a l i a n  p a r t y ,  
which has  c o n s i s t e n t l y  opposed t h e  adopt ion  of extreme 
language by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f r o n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  because of 
its own a n x i e t y  t o  avoid i s o l a t i o n  at  home. 

I n  an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  CPSU Centra l  committee secre- 
t a r y  Ponomarev afterward, Ponomarev is r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
g iven  t h e  I t a l i a n  d e l e g a t i o n  an e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  Sov ie t  
conduct which is of t h e  g r e a t e s t  s i g n i f i c a n -  fo r  what  it 
discloses of t h e  S o v i e t  a t t i t u d e  toward Cuba.  Ponomarev 

*The Chinese t e l l  t h  is ta le  d i f f e r e n t l y .  Yang Yun-yu, 
t h e  head of t h e  Chinese d e l e g a t i o n ,  subsequen t ly  s t a t e d  
p u b l i c l y  i n  P e i p i n g  t h a t  t h e  Cuban r e p o r t  as o r i g i n a l l y  
g iven  t h e  Bureau (like t h o s e  f u r n i s h e d  by Mali and Japan) 
was a good one, "exposing t h e  crimes of imper ia l i sm and 
p u t t i n g  forward t h e  q u e s t i o n s  of opposing imperial ism;"  
t h a t  it was t h e  S o v i e t s  as w e l l  as c e r t a i n  o t h e r  de lega-  
t i o n s  who d i d  no t  ag ree  w i t h  t h i s ;  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  "made 
a t t e m p t s  t o  delete t h e  c o n t e n t s  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  an t i - imper i -  
a l i s m  from t h e s e  r e p o r t s  and t r i e d  t o  add m a t e r i a l  on 
complete disarmament wi th  t o p  p r i o r i t y ;  " t h a t  when t h e  
Japanese and Cubans r e s i s t e d ,  t h e  S o v i e t s  "would no t  l e t  
t h e  t w o  r e p o r t s  of t h e  Japanese  and Cuban delegates go;"; 
t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  "exerted p r e s s u r e  on t h e  Japanese  and 
Cuban d e l e g a t e s  so t h e y  had t o  c o r r e c t  them..- .according t o  
t h e  opin ions  of t h e  head of t h e  Sov ie t  d e l e g a t i o n  and 
c e r t a i n  WIDF leaders." T h i s  p u b l i c  Chinese account  of 
Sov ie t  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  Cubans is probably  m a l i c i o u s l y  d i s -  
to r ted ,  and t h e  p r i v a t e  I t a l i a n  v e r s i o n  is probably  more 
accurate, The Chinese d i d  n o t  s a y  whether t h e y  thought  
t h e  changes wrought by the  S o v i e t s  i n  t h e  Cuban r e p o r t  were 
important ;  t h e  I t a l i a n s  p r o f e s s e d  to f i n d  them i n s i g n i f i c a n t  
and t h e  amended r e p o r t  still  o b j e c t i o n a b l e .  
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is quoted 'verbat im as having  t o l d  t h e  I t a l i a n s :  

The l e a d e r s  of t h e  Chinese Communist 
p a r t y .  are engaging i n  a c o n t i n u a l  a c t i o n  
of provocat ion  and of d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  w o r l c  
Communist movement. Our p r i n c i p a l  concern 
today  is t o  isolate t h e  Chinese.  . . .We agree  
w i t h  you t h a t  t h e  Japanese  and t h e  Cuban 
r e p o r t s  are extremist and have no respect 
f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  
w e  had both r e p o r t s  read and approved be- 
cause i f  t hey  had been r e j e c t e d  a l s o  w i t h  
t h e  v o t e  of t h e  USSR and the p e o p l e ' s  
democracies , t he  Japanese  and Cubans would 
have l a r g e l y  gone ove r  t o  t h e  Chinese s i d e .  

I n  r e p l y ,  t h e  I t a l i a n s  are sa id  to have contended 
t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  had made a v e r y  s e r i o u s  mis take ,  s i n c e  t h e y  
t h u s  allowed "Chinese ideas" t o  be "propagated i n  t h e  open 
congress  as ideas of t h e  WIDF," harming t h e  p e a c e f u l  c o e x i s t -  
ence  l i n e  and r educ ing  t h e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  of t h i s  women's 
f r o n t  t o  persons  who were n o t  Communists. Ponomarev r e p l i e d  
t h a t  " in  g e n e r a l  it may be t h a t  you are r i g h t , "  b u t  aga in  
i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  CPSU concern was t o  isolate 
t h e  Chinese.  

Many of t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  and v a c i l l a t i o n s  of 
S o v i e t  p o l i c y  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  are probably  traceable t o  
t h i s  i n t e r n a l  Sov ie t  c o n f l i c t  between a desire on t h e  one 
hand t o  pursue  t h e  l i n e  deemed most s u i t a b l e  f o r  Sov ie t  
s ta te  i n t e r e s t s  as w e l l  as t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  CPSU's 
European Communist adherents - - the  peace fu l  coex i s t ence  
l ine--and t h e  Sov ie t  wish on the  other hand t o  m a x i m i z e  
s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  CPSU a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese among Communist 
and rad ica l  f o r c e s  of underdeveloped a r e a s ,  many of whom 
have i n d i c a t e d  sympathy w i t h  a s p e c t s  of Chinese p o l i c y .  
The c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between t h e  p u b l i c i t y  g iven  by t h e  Sov ie t  
Union f o r  Castro's 26 J u l y  speech  advoca t ing  v i o l e n t  a n t i -  
U.S. s t r u g g l e  i n  L a t i n  America and t h e  ve ry  s o f t  l i n e  to-  
ward t h e  United S t a t e s  otherwise be ing  pursued c u r r e n t l y  
by S o v i e t  propaganda is one of  t h e  most r e c e n t  manifesta-  
t i o n s  of t h i s  c o n f l i c t .  
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The I t a l i a n  r e p o r t  c i t e d  above added t h a t  Ponomarev 
confirmed t h a t  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  USSR and Cuba, even 
a f t e r  C a s t r o ' s  v i s i t  t o  Moscow, presen ted  many d i f f i c u l t i e s  
which "could be aggrava ted ."  I n  a p r i v a t e  meeting w i t h  
t h e  Cubans d u r i n g  t h e  congres s ,  t h e  I t a l i a n  Communists are 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have been g r e a t l y  s u r p r i s e d  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  
Cubans d i d  no t  d i s g u i s e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  views were 
c l o s e r  t o  t h o s e  of China t h a n  to t h o s e  of t h e  USSR on many 
problems, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  problem of coex i s t ence  w i t h  
t h e  United S t a t e s .  The Cubans are r e p o r t e d  t o  have reiter-  
a t e d  t o  t h e  I t a l i a n s  t h e  view t h a t  t hey  had been abandoned 
by t h e  USSR i n  October 1962 a t  a t i m e  of danger ,  d e s p i t e  
Castro's p u b l i c  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of Khrushchev's a c t i o n s  on 
t h i s  score dur ing  h i s  v i s i t  to t h e  Sov ie t  Union. 

A month a f te r  t h e s e  e v e n t s  a t  t h e  Women's Congress,  
t h e  Chinese appear  t o  have made another  i n t e n s i v e  effort 
t o  b lacken  t h e  CPSU i n  &he e y e s  of t h e  Cubans.  L a t e  i n  
J u l y  1963, one Chinese ambassador abroad is r e p o r t e d  t o  
have made an a t t empt  to a r r a n g e  a j o i n t  meeting of h i s  
s t a f f  and t h e  e n t i r e  s t a f f  of t h e  l o c a l  Cuban d ip lomat i c  
miss ion .  When t h i s  a t tempt  f a i l e d ,  t h e  Chinese ambassador 
i n  e a r l y  August made a four-hour a t t a c k  on t h e  Sov ie t  Union 
i n  a conve r sa t ion  wi th  h i s  Cuban c o u n t e r p a r t ,  u s ing  a 
m i x t u r e  of t r u t h s ,  h a l f - t r u t h s  and f a l sehoods  r e g a r d i n g  a 
whole spectrum of Chinese g r i evances  a g a i n s t  t h e  Sov ie t  
l e a d e r s  which had e v i d e n t l y  been fu rn i shed  h i m  i n  a b r i e f -  
i n g  by h i s  government no t  l o n g  be fo re .  C e n t r a l  to t h e  ~ 

Chinese harrangue w a s  t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  Govern- 
ment had a l w a y s  been and still  w a s  " a g a i n s t  t r u e  r e v o l u t i o n  
anywhere," whether i n  China i n  She 1920s,  o r  i n  Laos,  t h e  
Congo, Vietnam, or L a t i n  America today .  The Cuban w a s  t o l d  
t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  had fol lowed a p r a c t i c e  of "braking" real  
r e v o l u t i o n s ,  and t h a t  it w a s  t h u s  no t  s t r a n g e  t h a t  t h e  
S o v i e t s  had advised t h e  Cuban Government not t o  go too f a r .  
The Chinese Communist o f f i c i a l  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  Communist 
world m u s t  choose between t h e  S o v i e t  and Chinese l i n e .  When, 
however, t h e  Cubamasse r t ed  t h a t  Cuba m u s t  be n e u t r a l  i n  
t h i s  matter because of  its economic t ies wi th  the S o v i e t  
Union and because of t h e  need for p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
United S t a t e s ,  t h e  Chinese ambassador i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  P e i p i n g ' s  
hopes wi th  r e g a r d  t o  Cuba a t  p r e s e n t  are r a t h e r  modest: 
he implied t h a t  he understood t h a t  it might be necessa ry  
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for Cuba t o  p r o f e s s  n e u t r a l i t y ,  and t h a t  it would be s u f -  
f i c i e n t  i f  t h e  Cubans would p r i v a t e l y  s h a r e  t h e  Chinese 
views. I t  seemed l i k e l y  t h a t  s imi l a r  e f f o r t s  w i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e ' c u b a n s  w e r e  s imu l t aneous ly  be ing  made by Chinese 
d i p l o m a t i c  o f f i c i a l s  i n  other p a r t s  of t h e  world. 

As of e a r l y  August, however, t he  Cuban regime was 
still  a t t empt ing  t o  main ta in  its p o s t u r e  of n e u t r a l i t y .  
Che Guevara i n  a p r e s s  conference  i n  l a t e  J u l y  s t a t ed  t h a t  
C u b a  was t o o  small  t o  p l a y  t h e  ro le  of a rb i te r  between Mos- 
cow and Pe ip ing ,  b u t  t h a t  C u b a  deplored  the s i t u a t i o n  and 
would con t inue  t o  do e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  to promote un i ty .  
Indeed,  on some i s s u e s  Havana was con t inu ing  ts h e l p  sup-  
p o r t  the Sov ie t  p o s i t i o n .  Thus t h e  Cuban p r e s s  welcomed 
t h e  t e s t - b a n  agreement as a v i c t o r y  for  the USSR, i n  con- 
t ras t  t o  the vehement Chinese a t t a c k  upon t h a t  agreement;* 
and NCNA glumly quoted t h e  head of the Cuban d e l e g a t i o n  
a t  a " s t u d e n t s "  seminar  of t h e  underdeveloped world" i n  
B r a z i l  i n  mid-July as s a y i n g  "he b e l b v e d  t h a t  t h e  way of 
t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  peace l a y  i n  disarmament and seduc t ion  
of n u c l e a r  arms." I 

Meanwhile, t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  overt n a t u r e  8 th e 
between t h e  S o v i e t  and Chinese camps began t'o 

*A Cuban f o r e i g n  m i n i s t r y  o f f i c i a l ,  however, is la ter  
r e p o r t e d  t o  have s t a t e d  p r i v a t e l y  t h a t  Cuba--unlike a l l  
t h e  Sov ie t  p a r t i s a n s  i n  t h e  bloc--would n o t  s i g n  t h e  test-  
ban t r e a t y .  
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Such maneuvers ~y D o n  s i a e s  111 tne s i n 0  - 
S o v i e t  conT1dct appear likely to  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  as  
t h e  sch i sm in t h e  b l o c  widens ,  and Castro w i l l  probably 
f i n d  it i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  to  remain on good terms w i t h  
both  sides. 
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V. APPENDIX: OTHER LATIN AMERICAN COMMUNIST PARTIES 
I N  WHICH CHINESE INFLUENCE I S  STRONG 

Venezue 1 a 

In  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  t h e  CCP has  n o t  on ly  gained 
t h e  esteem o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y  of Venezuela,  (PCV), bu t  
h a s  succeeded i n  changing t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h a t  p a r t y ,  f i r s t ,  
f r o m  a s t r o n g  s u p p o r t e r  of CPSU a u t h o r i t y  t o  a lukewarm 
s u p p o r t e r ,  and t h e n  t o  t h e  p o s t u r e  of n e u t r a l i t y  i n  t h e  
Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  which t h e  p a r t y  ho lds  today .  The 
Venezuelan p a r t y  and t h e  Cuban PURS are t h e  on ly  t w o  L a t i n  
American p a r t i e s  which have n e i t h e r  a l igned  themselves  
openly  i n  suppor t  of t h e  CPSU a g a i n s t  t h e  CCP nor  have ye t  
f o r m a l l y  s p l i t  ove r  t h i s  i s s u e  .* The e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  
Venezuelan p a r t y ' s  p o s i t i o n  is b e s t  understood a g a i n s t  t h e  
background of t h e  p a r t y ' s  domest ic  s t r a t e g y  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  

I n  t h e  y e a r s  immediately preceding  t h e  January  1958 
overthrow of t h e  Pe rez  Jimenez d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  and p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  1 3 t h  Plenum of t h e  PCV c e n t r a l  committee 
i n  February 1957, t h e  PCV devocted its e f f o r t s  t o  t h e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  of a u n i t e d  f r o n t  w i t h  an t i -Pe rez  forces of v a r i -  
o u s  p o l i t i c a l  hues,  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t  bo th  of b r i n g i n g  t h e  
d i c t a t o r s h i p  down and of c r e a t i n g  a subsequent  p o l i t i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n  which would f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  r a p i d  growth of Com- 
munist  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  t h e  government. To t h i s  end,  t h e  PCV 
played  an important  p a r t  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of an  an t i -Pe rez  

. s t u d e n t  a l l i a n c e  i n  A p r i l  1957, t h e  P a t r i o t i c  J u n t a . i n  J u l y  
1957, and a u n i t e d  s t r i k e  committee l a t e  i n  t h e  year.  A t  

*As w i l l  b e s e e n ,  t h e  Ecuadoran p a r t y ,  which had been 
a l i g n e d  wi th  t h e  CPSU by its dominant l e a d e r s h i p ,  is now 
i n  t h e  p rocess  of s p l i t t i n g  fo rma l ly ,  i n  p a r t  because of 
t h i s  i s s u e .  The B r a z i l i a n  Communists had earlier d iv ided  
i n t o  a l a r g e  or thodox p a r t y  l o y a l  t o  Moscow and a s m a l l  
s p l i n t e r  p a r t y  which has  been i n c r e a s i n g l y  look ing  t o  
Pe i p  i n g  . 
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t h e  1 5 t h  c e n t r a l  committee plenum i n  A p r i l  1958, a f t e r  t h e  
f a l l  of Perez  Jimenez, t h e  p a r t y  congra tu l a t ed  i t s e l f  on 
what i t  t h e n  regarded  as t h e  success of its t a c t i c s ,  and 
adopted a p o l i c y  of' a t t e m p t i n g  t o  "maintain a climate of 
u n i t y "  w i t h  t h e  an t i -Perez  p a r t i e s  which had been its 
a l l  ies w h i l e  p r e s s i n g  t h e  new p r o v i s i o n a l  government for 
t h e  adopt ion  of a more " a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t "  s t a n c e  and o t h e r  
concess ions  t o  Communist views Although t h e  p a r t y  d u r i n g  
1958 had a l r e a d y  begun t o  recognize  t h a t  bourgeois  and 
"pro- imperial  ist" f o r c e s  were be ing  s t r eng thened  and t h a t  
t h e  s t r o n g e s t  of its erstwhile bourgeois  a l l i e s - - t h e  Demo- 
c r a t i c  Action p a r t y  (AD)--was moving away f r o m  Communist 
i n f l u e n c e ,  y e t  t h e  PCV cont inued  So pursue its r e l a t i v e l y  
c a u t i o u s  l i n e  for a c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e  a f te r  e l e c t i o n s  i n  
t h e  f a l l  of 1958 p laced  the AD leader Rornula Betancourt  i n  
o f f i c e  as P r e s i d e n t  of Venezuela. 

As t i m e  went on ,  however, and as  Betancourt  made it 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  p l a i n  t h a t  he could n o t  be pressed  i n t o  modify- 
i n g  h i s  o r ' i g i n a l  r e f u s a l  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  Communists, t h e  
CPV a t t i t u d e  began t o  s h i f t .  The p a r t y  appa ren t ly  f e l t  
e s p e c i a l l y  aggFieved a t  its f a i l u r e  to win t h e  d i v i d e n d s  
it had expected from its u n i t e d  f r o n t  p o l i c y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
as t h e  PSP i n  Chba--which had been far mare t a r d y  t h a n  t h e  
CPV i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  its own u n i t e d  f r o n t  w i t h  Castro--was 
r e c e i v i n g  j u s t  such d iv idends  i n  s p e c t a c u l a r  f a s h i o n .  Mean- 
w h i l e ,  r e l a t i o n s  between Cas t ro  and Betancourt  (whose gov- 
ernment had been t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  world t o  recognize  t h e  
new Cuban regime) grew s t e a d i l y  worse as C a s t r o ' s  a t t i t u d e  
toward t h e  Communists became appa ren t ,  and t h e  CPV a p p a r e n t l y  
came t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  sympathy f o r  Cuba  and h o s t i l i t y  t o  
t h e  United S t a t e s  were issues  which t h e  p a r t y  could u s e  t o  
t o p p l e  t h e  government. 

The tu rn ing -po in t  appa ren t ly  came i n  t h e  summer of 
1960. I n  June ,  t h e  World Marxist Review publ i shed  an a r t ic le  
by a PCV o f f i c i a l  who claimed, w i t h  some e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  t h a t  
"for a per iod  of t w o  y e a r s  t h e  people  r e f r a i n e d  from making 
claims on t h e  government, be ing  anxious t o  e n s u r e  a broad 
p o l i t i c a l  base for  t h e  government and t o  h e l p  it e l i m i n a t e  
t h e  hangover of t h e  Perez d i c t a t o r s h i p , "  b u t  t h a t  now " t h e  
p r e s e n t  bourgeois government is wavering i n  its a t t i t u d e  
t o  t h e  landowners and t h e  U . S .  i m p e r i a l i s t s , "  r e s u l t i n g  
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i n  t h e  llmasses l o s i n g  conf idence  i n  t h e  government." A t  
t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  PCV s t i l l  spoke i n  terms of us ing  "demo- 
c ra t ic  f o r c e s "  o n l y  t o  "put an end t o  t h i s  v a c i l l a t i o n "  
and t o  " fo rce  t h e  government t o  change its pol icy ."  Two 
months l a t e r ,  ano the r  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  World Marxist Review 
r e p o r t e d  a PCV c e n t r a l  committee s t a t emen t  which took  a 
much h a r s h e r  view of t h e  government, and spoke i n  terms of 
"big changes'' t o  be brought  about through a " s t r u g g l e  o f ' t h e  
masses.'' In  mid-September, F i d e l  Cas t ro  boas ted  t o  an o l d  
f r i e n d  t h a t  if t h e  Betancour t  government was determined t o  
be h o s t i l e  t o  h i m ,  he  could  undermine t h e i r  economy and 
"bring' . them to' theYr- knees.  " Subsequent ly ,  i n  October and 
November the PCV, i n  con junc t ion  w i t h  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Move- 
ment of t h e  Revolu t ionary  L e f t  (M1R)--a s m a l l  l e f t i s t  group 
of Castro sympath izers  which had broken away from Be tancour t ' s  
AD par ty - - ca r r i ed  o u t  v i o l e n t  demonst ra t ions  and acts of 
t e r r o r i s m  i n  Caracas which comple te ly  t i e d  up t h e  c a p i t a l  
and which were p u t  down o n l y  wi th  t h e  u s e  of t r o o p s  and 
t h e  impos i t ion  of martial l a w .  During t h e  November 1960 
Moscow meet ings of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist movement, 
J e s u s  F a r i a ,  t h e  Venezuelan delegate, is r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
boas ted  of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  have p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  Betan- 
court w o u l d  n o t  f i n i s h  h i s  t e r m ,  and t o  have s ta ted t h e  
PCVvs awareness t h a t  t h e  mountains i n  Venezuela are close 
t o  t h e  cities--i.e.,  t h a t  Venezuelan geography enhanced 
t h e  p o l  it ica l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of g u e r r i l l a  warfare. 

By t h e  t i m e  of t h e  Th i rd  Congress of t h e  PCV i n  March 
1961, t h e  p a r t y  had thoroughly  committed i tself  t o  a p o l i c y  
of t e r ror i s t  a t t a c k s  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  upon t h e  Betancour t  gov- 
ernment,  u s i n g  f o r  t h i s  purpose a r e v i t a l i z e d  v e r s i o n  of 
t h e  p a r a m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  it had r e t a i n e d  from t h e  days 
of  its underground s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  Perez  Jimenez. I n  t h e  
f a l l  of 1961 t h e  p a r t y  also began l eng thy  p r e p a r a t i o n s  and 
t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of g u e r r i l l a  war fa re ,  and dur -  
ing 1962 scattered g u e r r i l l a  o p e r a t i o n s  were g r a d u a l l y  begun 
and expanded; e v e n t u a l l y  t h e y  were coord ina ted  under a Com- 
munis t -cont ro l led  c i v i l i a n  u n i t e d  f r o n t  ( t h e  Na t iona l  Lib- 
e r a t i o n  Front--FLN) and an o v e r a l l  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
( t h e  Armed Forces  of Nat iona l  Liberation--FALW) . 

I t  was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  p a r t y ' s  hope t h a t  t h e s e  a c t i -  
v i t i e s  would s t i m u l a t e  a mass movement a g a i n s t  t h e  Betancour t  
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government and d e p r i v e  it of its p o l i t i c a l  a l l i e s  and peas- 
a n t  s u p p o r t e r s ;  t h i s  b e l i e f  was encouraged by t h e  s u c c e s s i v e  
d e f e c t i o n s  from Betancourt  by t h e  MIR, t h e  Radical Democratic 
Union (mD)--which became t h e  l a r g e s t  o p p o s i t i o n  party--and 
t h e  AD-ARS, a sizeable a d d i t i o n a l  group from B e t a n c o u r t ' s  
own AD p a r t y .  The Communists also p r i v a t e l y  p ro fes sed  t o  
be encouraged by two sma l l - sca l e  a b o r t i v e  r e v o l t s  by Com- 
munist  sympath izers  and o t h e r  malcontents  i n  t h e  armed 
f o r c e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of 1962. A w a r e  of t h e % r  own 
l i m i t e d  s t r e n g t h  among Venezuelan v o t e r s ,  t h e  Communists 
w e r e  i n t e n t  upon c r e a t i n g  an atmosphere in %he coun t ry  
which would  make it impossible fo r  new e l e c t i o n s  t o  be held.  
as scheduled i n  November 1963; fo l lowing  p r e c e p t s  l a i d  down 
p r i v a t e l y  and p u b l i c l y  by Castro and Guevara, t h e  PCV ap- 
peaPed t o  be a t t empt ing  t o  provoke a r ight-wing m i l i t a r y  
t akeove r  of t h e  government from Betancour t  which would pre-  
sumably create m a s s  suppor t  f o r  the o p p o s i t i o n  movement 
the  PCV a l r e a d y  headed. 

appear  i n c r e a s i n g l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  Be tancour t ' s  t e r m  would  be 
i n t e r r u p t e d  n e i t h e r  by a m i l i t a r y  coup nor  by a Communist 
v i c t o r y .  The bourgeois  o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t i e s  wi th  which t h e  
PCV had a l l i ed  i t s e l f - - p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  URD and t h e  second 
group of s e c e s s i o n i s t s  from t h e  AD ( t h e  AD-ARS)--began t o  
p repa re  f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ;  t h i s  ra ised 
t h e  danger  of i s o l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Marxist p a r t i e s ,  t h e  PCV 
and t h e  MIR, which had been depr ived  of t h e  r i g h t  t o  par- 
t i c i p a t e  because of t h e i r  terrorist a c t i v i t i e s .  To meet 
t h i s  danger ,  PCV and MIR spokesmen, both a t  home and i n  t h e  
pages of  t h e  World Marxis t  Review, se-emphasized i n  t h e  
s p r i n g  of 1963 t h  e old C ommunist c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  ter- 
rorist a c t i v i t y  was but  "se l f -defense"  a g a i n s t  government- 
i n i t i a t e d  terror and p e r s e c u t i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e  PCV and MIR 
would welcome an end t o  v i o l e n c e  and an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  i f  O Q ~ Y  t h e  government would 
permi t  it, end its p e r s e c u t i o n ,  and g r a n t  an amnesty. Mean- 
wh i l e ,  t h e  PCV P o l i t b u r o  is r e p o r t e d  i n  December 1962 t o  
have approved c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  p o l i c y  of v i o l e n c e  by a 
more overwhelming v o t e  t h a n  e v e r  be fo re ;  and p a r t y  cadres 
were p r i v a t e l y  assured t h a t  t h e  p a r t y g s  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  
were b u t  a t ac t ica l  maneuver, and t h a t  whi le  ' l c iv ic ' l  forms 
of s t r u g g l e  could be used c o n c u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  main p a t h  of 

By l a t e  1962 and e a r l y  1963, however, it began t o  
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r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Venezuela could on ly  be t h a t  of v io l ence .  
The PCV's long-range views are be l i eved  t o  be t h o s e  s t a t ed  
i n  a cap tu red  document prepared  for a p o l i t b u r o  conference  
i n  December 1962: t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  could no t  be deceived 
aga in  i n  a " s tup id  honeymoon" such  as t h e  i n i t i a l  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  wi th  Betancour t ;  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  m u s t  p repa re  f o r  a 
l o n g ,  p r o t r a c t e d  w a r ,  u s ing  g u e r r i l l a  f i g h t i n g  s imultane-  
o u s l y  wi th  "par l iamentary  and l e g a l "  f i g h t i n g ;  t h a t  t h e  
p e a s a n t s  were still  "confused and deceived,"  and d i d  no t  
y e t  s u p p o r t  t h e  p a r t y ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  e v e n t u a l l y  would; t h a t  
a d v e n t u r i s t i c  mis takes  such a s  t h e  uncoordinated r e v o l t s  
i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  g a r r i s o n s  i n  1962 m u s t  n o t  be r epea ted ;  
and t h a t  t h e  "progress  of armed f i g h t i n g "  would "itself 
make t h e  people  more rad ica l , "  as had a l l e g e d l y  happened 
i n  Alge r i a  and Cuba.  

Many of these views seem c l e a r l y  re la ted t o  t h e  ex- 
p res sed  views of both t h e  Cuban and Chinese leaders (al- 
though there are minor d i f f e r e n c e s  w i t h  bo th ) .  The Cuban 
i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  PCV seems c l e a r l y  established; 
it appears  t o  have been f e l t  d i r e c t l y ,  through t h e  numerous 
PCV p r i v a t e  and p u b l i c  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  Cuban leaders and 
through t h e  unending flow of Cuban propaganda, and i n d i r e c t l y ,  
th rough t h e  p r e s s u r e  on p a r t y  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of 
t e r r o r i s m  e x e r t e d  by C a s t r o ' s  enormous i n f l u e n c e  among t h e  
" r a d i c a l  pe t ty-bourgeois"  a l l i e s  of t h e  PCV i n  t h e  MIR, t h e  
s t u d e n t  movement, and elsewhere.  Cuban propaganda s u p p o r t  
has se rved  the  FALN g u e r r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s  a8 t h e i r  m o s t  im-  
p o r t a n t  source of p u b l i c i t y ,  which is important  i n  h e l p i n g  
t o  create t h e  atmosphere of Venezuelan i n s t a b i l i t y  d e s i r e d  
by t h e  PCV. There is a l s o  good ev idence  of a long  h i s t o r y  
of Cuban suppor t  f o r  Venezuelan urban t e r r o r i s t  and r u r a l  
g u e r r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n  t e r m s  of i n d o c t r i n a t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g ,  
and some material a i d  (a l though Castroes p u b l i c  a s s e r t i o n  
t h a t  Venezuelan g u e r r i l l a s  o b t a i n  t he i r  weapons by cap tu r -  
i n g  them appears  t o  be l a r g e l y  t r u e ) .  During t h e  Cuban m i s -  
s i l e  crisis, t h e  PCV appears  t o  have p a r t i a l l y  r e p a i d  t h i s  
d e b t  w i th  FALN sabo tage  e f f o r t s  a g a i n s t  o i l  f a c i l i t i e s ;  
Castro is r e p o r t e d  subsequent ly  t o  have s t a t ed  p r i v a t e l y  
on s e v e r a l  occas ions  t h a t  on ly  t h e  Venezuelan p a r t y  responded 
t o  h i s  ca l l  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  h i s  hour of need. 
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The C h i n e s e  i n f l u e n c e  upon PCV p o l i c y  also seems 
c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  A s  i n t h e  case of many o t h e r  L a t i n  
American p a r t i e s ,  t h e  growth of t h i s  i n f l u e n c e  had o r i g i n -  
a l l y  been f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  CPSU fo l lowing  t h e  20th  CPSU 
Congress;  t h e  PCV, however, appears  t o  have been more a f -  
f e c t e d  by its contacts w i t h  t h e  Chinese t h a n  many o t h e r  
p a r t i e s .  The PCV d e l e g a t i o n  which v i s i t e d  China i n  March 
1959 a f t e r  t h e  2 1 s t  CPSU Congress i n  t h e  company of o t h e r  
L a t i n  American Communists had the s t r o n g e s t  p a r t y  represen-  
t a t i o n .  of any d e l e g a t i o n  i n  t h e  group. Those who had d i s -  
c u s s i o n s  w i th  Mao Tse-tung and o t h e r  Chinese l e a d e r s  on 
t h i s  occas ion  were Pompeyo Marquez--who subsequen t ly  be- 
came t h e  s t r o n g e s t  advocate  of  g u e r r i l l a  war fa re  i n  t h e  
PCV leadersh ip- -as  w e l l  as t h e  p o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r s  Pedro 
Or tega  and Alonso O ' e d a .  The PCV is one of t h e  Communist 

r e p o r t e d  t o  have responded t o  a 
Chinese i n v i t a t i o n  e4 ex e n  ed on t h i s  occas ion  t o  send p a r t y  
p a r t i e s  which &re 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  a course on t h e  expe r i ence  of t h e  Chi- 
nese  r e v o l u t i o n  to be g iven  i n  China la ter  i n  1959. A 
cap tu red  PCV document which c o n s i s t s  of a v i r t u a l l y  complete 
t r a n s l a t i o n  of a l e c t u r e  a p p a r e n t l y  g iven  by an a u t h o r i t a -  
t i v e  Chinese l e a d e r ,  and which from i n t e r n a l  ev idence  seems 
t o  d a t e  from 1959, f u r n i s h e s  d i r e c t  ev idence  of what t h e  
CCP was t e l l i n g  t h e  Venezuelan p a r t y  a t  a t i m e  when it was 
t r y i n g  t o  make up its mind about  t h e  p o l i c y  t o  fo l low 
toward t h e  Betaneoust  government. 

The 1959 Chinese Lec tu re :  In  t h i s  lecture, e n t i t l e d  
"Our  Experiences,  '' Ith e Chinese speake r  t r a c e d  i n  some d e t a i l  
t h e  course of t h e  Chinese Communist r e v o l u t i o n ,  emphasizing 
t h e  r i g h t i s t  errors committed by CCP l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  1920s 
( a t  Sov ie t  d i r e c t i o n ,  a l though t h i s  was no t  s t a t e d ) .  The 
Chinese t o l d  t h e  Venezuelans (and, presumably, o t h e r  L a t i n  
Americans) t h a t  t h o s e  who h e l d  t h i s  r i g h t i s t  p o s i t i o n  

maintained t h e  fo l lowing  theo ry ,  t h a t  s i n c e  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  was a bourgeois  democrat ic  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  bourgeo i s i e  should  be t h e  
l e a d i n g  force, and t h e  Communist p a r t y  shou ld  
n o t  exercise d i r e c t i o n ,  and t h a t  o n l y  when 
t h e  bourgeo i s i e  had triumphed should  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  rise up t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  social-  
ist r e v o l u t i o n  and overthrow t h e  bourgeois 
regime e 
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The Chinese lecturer  went on t o  p o i n t  o u t  how Chiang 
Kai-shek had "be t rayed  a l l  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  agreements ,  *' and 
consequent ly  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  had been enabled  t o  t a k e  away 
t h e  f r u i t  of t h e  v i c t o r i e s  won by t h e  workers  and p e a s a n t s ,  
and "the p a r t y  r e c e i v e d  a r u d e  blow." To PCV ears, these 
s t a t e m e n t s  m u s t  have seemed p e c u l i a r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  t h e  Communists found themselves  i n  i n  Venezuela 
a f t e r  t h e  overthrow of Perez  Jimenez by a c o a l i t i o n  organ- 
ized by t h e  PCV. 

surmounted l e f t - s e c t a r i a n  errors ( i n  n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  
among t h e  forces of t h e  bourgeoisie and n o t  s e e k i n g  t h e  
s u p p o r t  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  bourgeoisie for Communist leader- 
s h i p ) ,  and how under Mao's l e a d e r s h i p  t h e  p a r t y  had worked 
o u t  a correct l i n e  and a t t a i n e d  v i c t o r y .  Repeated p a r a l -  
lels were drawn between c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l i n g  i n  China and 
those e x i s t i n g  i n  L a t i n  America today.  The Chinese speake r  
i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  t h a t  " i f  one wishes t o  advance t h e  
v i c t o r y  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  three Condi t ions  are indispen-  
s ib l e : "  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  workers ,  t h e  p e a s a n t s ,  and t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  army; it w a s  emphasized t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
armed forces under t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  Communist p a r t y  were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  necessary .  

The major p o i n t  on which t h e  Chinese speake r  k e p t  
hammering was t h a t  Communist p a r t i e s  m u s t  n o t  w a i t  for 
bourgeois  reformist p a r t i e s  t o  lead "democratic" revolu-  
t i o n s  a g a i n s t  imper i a l i sm and f e u d a l i s m  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  , 
i n  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  tha t  t h e  Communists would be able t o  
i n c r e a s e  id luence  and win power p a i n l e s s l y  a t  a subsequent  
stage--the S o v i e t  d o c t r i n e  which was subsequen t ly  t o  be 
embodied i n  t h e  November 1960 Moscow Statement  as t h e  t h e o r y  
of t h e  n a t i o n a l  democratic s ta te .  The lec turer  p o i n t e d  o u t  
t h a t  i n  Chinese expe r i ence ,  " i n  order t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n  wi thout  i n t e r r u p t i o n  once t h e  bourgeois democratic 
r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  completed,  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  w a s  necessa ry ,  
t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  of t he  p r o l e t a r i a t  had had hegemony i n  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of She first stage." 

The lecturer went on t o  n o t e  how t h e  CCP had a lso 

Turning d i r e c t l y  to t h e  problems f aced  by t h e  L a t i n  
American p a r t i e s ,  t h e  l ec turer  cr i t ic ized what he  a p p a r e n t l y  
cons ide red  t o  be a tendency by t h o s e  p a r t i e s  t o  unde res t ima te  
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t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e y  w o u l d  face i n  a t t a i n i n g  power i f  
t h e y  f i r s t  helped t h e  n a t i o n a l  bourgeo i s i e  t o  r each  power 
be fo re  them. I n  t h i s  connec t ion ,  t h e  Chinese speaker--who 
was a p p a r e n t l y  a ve ry  high-ranking f i g u r e  i n  t h e  CCP--stated 
t h a t  111 have read a r e p o r t  by t h e  Venezuelan comrades i n  
which it is sa id  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  w i l l  no t  d a r e  t o  
send t r o o p s  t o  Venezuela s i n c e  as soon as t h e y  do it a l l  
L a t i n  America w i l l  rise a g a i n s t  them." H e  commented i r o n i -  
c a l l y ,  "We are happy to  have t h i s  news," and proceeded. t o  
cont rad ic t  t h i s  PCV con ten t  i on .  The CCP spokesman s t a t ed  
t h a t  w h i l e  "at p re sen t "  it w a s  still  U.S. p o l i c y  " to  organ- 
ize r e a c t i o n a r y  p l o t s  and coups d 'e ta t  a g a i n s t  democratic 
governments l e d  by t h e  n a t i o n a l  bourgeoisie," t h i s  U.S. 
p o l i c y  w o u l d  change as soon as a "na t iona l  government 
directed by t h e  Communist pa r ty"  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  L a t i n  
America (as was t h e n ,  i n  f a c t ,  happening i n  Cuba, a l though  
he d i d  no t  s a y  so). Henceforth,  he said,  " the  United States 
w i l l  p a s s  o v e r  to h e l p i n g  t h e  governments led by t h e  n a t i o n a l  
bourgeo i s i e  t o  change t h e i r  p o l i c y , "  i n s t e a d  of s e e k i n g  t o  
overthrow such governments. Consequently,  he t o l d  t h e  
Venezuelans,  "it w i l l  be p r a c t i c a b l e  for t h e  United States.. . 
t o  a r r i v e  w i t h  t h e i r  armed forces i n  t h e  L a t i n  American 
c o u n t r i e s  because of t he  pro-U.S. a t t i t u d e  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  
bourgeo i s i e  which  leads t h e  n a t i o n a l  democrat ic  government .'I 

If t h i s  happened, he i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  local Communist p a r t i e s  
would have g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  i n s i n u a t i n g  themselves  i n t o  
t h e  government (as t h e  S o v i e t s  were advocat ing  t h a t  t h e y  
do). The CCP l e a d e r  concluded as fo l lows:  

I n  e s sence ,  my q u e s t i o n  is t h e  f o l -  
lowing: I f  you suppor t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
bourgeo i s i e ,  once i n  power, w i l l  Yankee 
imper i a l  i s m  n o t  h e l p  t h e  nat i o n a l  bour- 
g e o i s i e  a g a i n s t  'jtcou? 

In t h e  case of China, t h e  s t r o n g e r  
o u r  f o r c e s  made themselves ,  t h e  less t h e  
n a t i o n a l  bourgeo i s i e  dared t o  b e t r a y  us .  
The weaker o u r  f o r c e s  w e r e ,  t h e  more t h e y  
dared  t o  b e t r a y  us. 

The PCV appears  t o  have t aken  much of  t h i s  adv ice  
t o  h e a r t .  The document c o n t a i n i n g  t h i s  Chinese l e c t u r e  
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was found i n  a PCV headquar t e r s  severa l  y e a r s  l a te r  w i t h  
t h e  name of a PCV p o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r  w r i t t e n  a c r o s s  t h e  top ,  
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  it had been c a r e f u l l y  p r e s e r t e d ,  s t u d i e d ,  
and debated .  The p o l i c i e s  t h e  ' PCV h a s  a p p l i e d  ' a g a i n s t  t h e  
B e t a n c b u r t  government s i n c e  t h e  f a l l  of 1960 have been in- 
c r e a s i n g l y  harmonious w i t h  Chinese t h i n k i n g :  
t h e  PCV e f f o r t s  t o  provoke a r e a c t i o n a r y  m i l i t a r y  coup, 
a f t e r  which t h e  PCV could hope t o  g a t h e r  a c o a l i t i o n  behind 
it t o  accomplish a "democratic r e v o l u t i o n "  which t h e  PCV 
would t h i s  t i m e  f i r m l y  c o n t r o l  from t h e  s t a r t ;  t h e  subsequent  
PCV a t tempt  t o  create a permanent g u e r r i l l a  army of its own, 
and t h e  PCV p o l i t b u r o  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  i n  December 1962, t h a t  
t h e  expansion of t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h i s  army i n  r u r a l  areas 
w a s  t h e  most important  t a s k  of  t h e  p a r t y ;  and t h e  p o l i t b u r o  
r e c o g n i t  ion a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  would have 
t o  be "un in te r rup ted  and t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  ach ieve  it 
w o u l d  have t o  be "p ro t r ac t ed . "  On 1 October 1961 P e i p i n g  
publ i shed  g r e e t i n g s  from t h e  PCV f o r  t h e  Chinese r eg ime ' s  
ann ive r sa ry  i n  which t h e  PCV expres sed  its " g r a t i t u d e "  f o r  
t h e  "great c o n t r i b u t i o n s  made by t h e  Chinese r e v o l u t i o n "  
and dec la red  t h a t  " the  Venezuelan Communist p a r t y  had 
r e c e i v e d  inexhaus t ib l e  t e a c h i n g s  from t h e  CCP.'n 

ence  on and a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  Venezuelan Com- 
munis t s .  In  Apr i l  19611 

i n f l u e n c e  i n  Venezuela cont inued  t o  be s t r o n g ,  and t h  a t  
c o n t a c t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by Venezuelans who v i s i t e d  China i n  
1958 and 1959 were still  be ing  maintained.  A t  about t h e  
same t i m e ,  Mao Tse-tung he ld  pe r sona l  t a l k s  i n  China wi th  
t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  PCV's Castroi te  a l l i e s ,  t h e  Movement of 
t h e  Revolut ionary L e f t .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of  1962, s e v e r a l  
m e m b e r s  of t h e  PCV p a r a m i l i t a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  
t o  have r ece ived  g u e r r i l l a  t r a i n i n g  i n  Communist China.  
Chinese propaganda suppor t  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  v i o l e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  PCV and its a l l i e s  has ,  of cour se ,  been vehement 
and e n t h u s i a s t i c  a t  a l l  times. 

i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

There is some a d d i t i o n a l  ev idence  of  Chinese in f  l u -  

The growing p r e s t i g e  of t h e  CCP w i t h i n  t h e  Venezuelan 
p a r t y  appears  t o  have g r a d u a l l y  compelled t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  
of t h e  par ty-- the m a j o r i t y  of which w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  l o y a l  
t o  CPSU au thor i ty - - to  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  modify t h e  s u p p o r t  it 
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gave t h e  CPSU as t h e  Sino-Soviet  c o n f l i c t  worsened. A t  t h e  
1960 Moscow conference ,  PCV g e n e r a l  secretary J e s u s  F a r i a  
is r e p o r t e d  t o  have cri t icized t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Chinese 
and t o  have suppor ted  t h e  a t tempt  f o s t e r e d  by t h e  CPSU t o  
force t h e  Chinese t o  accept  a s t a t emen t  condemning f a c t i o n -  
a l ism i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  movement. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  he  
is said t o  have a l luded  t o  "errors" made by t h e  CPSU, t o  
have declared t h a t  "too much p r a i s e  has been g iven  t o  t h e  
CPSU, 'I and t o  have opposed another  CPSU-prompted e f f a r t  
( l a r g e l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  i n  t h i s  case) t o  have a p r o v i s i o n  in-  
serted i n  t h e  conference  Statement  h a i l i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
of  t h e  20th  and 2 1 s t  B S U  congresses  and s t r e s s i n g  t h e  van- 
guard role of t h e  CPSU. 
f a i r l y  independent p o s i t i o n ,  a l though on ba lance  it was 
still snppor t ing ' . t he  CPSU a g a i n s t  t h e  CCP. A t  t h e  22nd 
CPSU congress  i n  October 1961, F a r i a  aga in  r e p r e s e n t e d  h i s  
p a r t y ,  and t h i s  t i m e  aga in  gave m i l d  suppor t  t o  Moscow by 
c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  Albanians i n  moderate t e r m s .  Unl ike many 
other L a t i n  American p a r t i e s ,  however, t h e  Venezuelans d i d  
n o t  follow t h i s  up w i t h  ant i -Albanian s t a t e m e n t s  d u r i n g  
t h e  CPSU campaign a f t e r  t h e  22nd congress .*  

The Venezuelan p a r t y  t h u s  took  a 

The Cuban crisis of October 1962 appears  to have 
been an important  f a c t o r  i n  pushing t h e  PCV f u r t h e r  toward 
n e u t r a l i t y  between t h e  CPSU and t h e  CCP. During t h i s  pe r iod  
t h e  Venezuelan Communist Youth--the PCV a f f i l i a t e  where 
Cas t ro ' s  i n f l u e n c e  was s t r o n g e s t - - i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  have re- 
acted to Khrushchev's a c t i o n s  i n  ve ry  h o s t i l e  f a s h i o n ,  and 
t h i s  appa ren t ly  aggravated long-s tanding  d i f f e r e n c e s  with- 
i n  t h e  p a r t y  i t s e l f  between leaders sympathe t ic  t o  Pe ip ing  
and those s t i l l  l o y a l  to.Moscow. The c e n t r a l  committee of 
t h e  PCV is said t o  have m e t  w i t h  members of t h e  Communist 
Y o u t h  i n  an unsuccessfu l  a t t empt  t o  e x p l a i n  the S o v i e t  l i n e .  
A t  a subsequent  Communist Youth ce l l  meeting, pro-Castro 
and anti-Khrushchev s l o g a n s  were r e p o r t e d  t o  have been 
shouted .  When t h e  PCV c e n t r a l  committee r e p o r t e d l y  t h r e a t e n e d  

*The Chilean p a r t y ,  f o r  example, n o t  o n l y  p u b l i c l y  at- 
tacked  Albania af ter  the  22nd congress  b u t  cri t icized t h e  
CCP as w e l l .  
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t h e  Communist Youth w i t h  d i s c i p l i n a r y  action, t h e  l e a d e r s  
of t h e  Communist Youth are s a i d  t o  have accused both  Khru- 
shchev and t h e  pro-Soviet  f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee 
of t r e a s o n  t o  t h e  Communist cause. I n  February of t h e  f o l -  
lowing y e a r ,  t h e  Chinese p a r t y  gave a tumultuous p u b l i c  
w e l c o m e  i n  Pe ip ing  t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Venezuelan Com- 
munist  Youth. 

Meanwhile, a t  t h e  E a s t  European and I t a l i a n  p a r t y  
congres ses  i n  November and e a r l y  December 1962 t h e  Vene- 
z u e l a n  d e l e g a t e s ,  l i k e  t h o s e  of Cuba, r e f u s e d  t o  j o i n  i n  
t h e  Soviet-organized denunc ia t ions  of Albania and t h e  CPR. 
A t  t h e  E a s t  German p a r t y  congres s  i n  January  1963, J e s u s  
F a r i a  s i m i l a r l y  r e f u s e d  t o  speak  i n  a i d  of t h e  CPSU against 
Pe ip ing ,  and t h e  PCV w a s  t h e  o n l y  L a t i n  American p a r t y  
( a p a r t  from t h e  Cuban) which r e f u s e d  t o  allow t h e  Chi lean  
p a r t y  t o  speak  for it when t h e  Ch i l eans  addressed t h e  con- 
gress i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  g e n e r a l  S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n .  An Eas t  
German o f f i c i a l  is r e l i a b l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  have s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  Venezuelan party--which he  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as "radical"--  
had r e f u s e d  because t h e  g e n e r a l  p o s i t i o n  adovcated was "not - 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  m i l i t a n t .  ' I  PCV secretariat member Pompeyo 
Marque2 is also r e p o r t e d 1  I t o  
have s t a t e d  s u b s e q u e n t l y ' t h a t  tn e Venezuelan ana ~d de le -  
g a t i o n s  a t  t h e  E a s t  German congress  took  a n e u t r a l  p o s i t i o n  
between t h e  USSR and t h e  CPR whereas t h e  o t h e r  L a t i n  Ameri- 
can p a r t i e s  s t r o n g l y  suppor ted  t h e  USSR. I 

t h e  PCV d e l e g a t i o n  t o  Kast'  
e r l i n  r e t u r n e d  home With a lenLthy  document which c l ea r ly  

d i s c u s s e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  CCP and t h e  CPSU; t h i s  
document was r e p o r t e d l y  l a te r  c i r c u l a t e d  among some members 
of t h e  PCV. Although it w a s  n o t  s t a t e d  whether t h i s  docu- 
ment came from t h e  CPSU o r  t h e  CCP, it seems more l i k e l y ,  
i n  view of t h e  o f f e n s i v e  be ing  pursued by Pe ip ing  a g a i n s t  
Moscow on a world-wide scale a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h a t  t h e  docu- 
ment w a s  Chinese.  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  NCNA agency i n  P a r i s  claimed 
t o  a Chinese sympathizer  i n  e a r l y  March t h a t  t h e  Venezuelan 
p a r t y  was one of f i v e  non-bloc p a r t i e s  which favored  t h e  
Chinese s i d e  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ;  and du r ing  t h e  
congress  of t h e  Women's I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Democratic Fede ra t ion  
i n  Moscow i n  l a t e  June ,  t h e  Venezuelan d e l e g a t i o n  w a s  r e p o r t e d  
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I t o  have almost always 
s i d e d  w i t h  t h e  Chinese.  In  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t s  wi th  t h e  I t a l -  
i a n s ,  t h e  Venezuelans w e r e  s a i d  t o  have r e f u s e d  t o  h i d e  
their  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  Kremlin p o l i c y .  ( I t  is n o t  known, 
however, whether t h e s e  Venezuelans were a c t u a l l y  PCV members 
ra ther  than  members of t h e  MIR or o t h e r  C a s t r o i t e  p a r t y  sym- 
p a t h i z e r s  .) 

evidence  t o  demonst ra te ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  a l l e g e d  Venezuelan 
d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  Sov ie t  policy--and t h e  s t r o n g  s i g n s  
of growing Chinese i n f l u e n c e  ove r  t h e  Venezuelan par ty--  
d e r i v e  from Sov ie t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  the domestic l i n e  which 
t h e  PCV has  fol lowed over t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  As no ted ,  
F a r i a  a t  t h e  November 1960 Moscow conference  is s a i d  t o  
have a l l u d e d  to "errors" made by t h e  CPSU. H e  is also re- 
p o r t e d  t o  have s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  t h e  conference  
would be v a l u a b l e  t o  t h e  coming congress  of h i s  p a r t y ;  t h a t  
h i s  p a r t y  had been s u b j e c t e d  t o  c r i t i c i s m ;  and t h a t  he 
accepted t h i s  " t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it is j u s t i f i e d , ' '  bu t  
t h a t  t h e  forms of c r i t i c i sm s e e d  t o  him t o  be unacceptable .  
The con ten t  of t h e  c r i t i c i s m  t o  which F a r i a  r e f e r r e d  is 
n o t  known, and, i n  t h e  absence of o t h e r  ev idence ,  i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n  of h i s  c r y p t i c  remarks can  on ly  be s p e c u l a t i v e .  On 
ba lance ,  it seems more l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  CPSU ( e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  
or through i n t e r m e d i a r i e s )  had c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  PCV for its 
f a i l u r e  t o  secure g r e a t e r  g a i n s  s i n c e  1958 from t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  f a l l  of Perez than  t h a t  t h e  CPSU 
w a s  o b j e c t i n g  i n  November 1960 t o  t h e  more m i l i t a n t  l i n e  
now be ing  pursued by t h e  PCV a g a i n s t  Betancour t .  Xude and 
heavy-handed CPSU cr i t ic i sm of t h e  PCV's f a i l u r e  t o  achieve  
much would have been consonant w i t h  t h e  CPSU manner of doing  
t h i n g s  (about which L a t i n  American p a r t i e s  had r e p e a t e d l y  
complained p r i v a t e l y  i n  t h e  p a s t ) ,  and would h e l p  t o  e x p l a i n  
F a r i a ' s  a l l u s i o n  t o  l tunacceptab le  forms of cri t icism." It 
would a l s o  have been t y p i c a l  of CPSU conduct t o  reprimand 
t h e  PCV f o r  p o l i c y  f a i l u r e s  lo r  which t h e  CPSU i t s e l f  was 
l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e ;  i f  t h e  CPSU dur ing  t h e  d e t e n t e  p e r i o d  
of 1959, f o r  example, had urged c a u t i o n  upon t h e  PCV, t o  
t h e  de t r iment  of t h e  Venezuelan p a r t y ,  t h i s  would  e x p l a i n  
F a r i ' s  a l l u s i o n  t o  CPSU "errors. 'I 

The CPSU P o s i t i o n  Toward t h e  PCV: There is no good 
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I n  any case, s i n c e  t h e  f a l l  of 1960 Sov ie t  propaganda 
--in t h e  form of p u b l i c  lectures ,  newspaper a r t i c l e s ,  radio 
b r o a d c a s t s  t o  L a t i n  America, and a r t ic les  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  
CPSU-controlled World Marxis t  Review--has g iven  f i r m  suppor t  
t o  t h e  m i l i t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h  e PCV a g a i n s t  t h e  Betancour t  
government. I n  June 1962, f o r  example, one Sov ie t  b roadcas t  
to South America s t a t e d  t h a t  " the armed i n t e r v e n t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  Venezuelan government is a l o g i c a l  phenomenon; 
it is t h e  answer of t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  p a t r i o t s  t o  the  anti-popu- 
l a r  p o l i c y  of t h e  Venezuelan governing forces." I n  November 
1962, a s i m i l a r  broadcast, h a i l i n g  t h e  Venezuelan g u e r r i l l a  
s t r u g g l e ,  s a i d  t h a t  "world op in ion  warmly s u p p o r t s  t h e  j u s t  
s t r u g g l e  of t h e  Venezuelan people ,  and t h e  Sov ie t  c i t i z e n s  
f o l l o w  t h i s  courageous s t r u g g l e  w i t h  a f e e l i n g  of deep 
s o l i d a r i t y . " *  

Th i s  Sov ie t  propaganda s t a n c e  is c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  
p o s i t h n  t aken  by t h e  CPSU a t  t h e  November 1960 Moscow con- 
ference--and afterward enunc ia t ed  p u b l i c l y  by  Khrushchev i n  
January  1961--that t he  S o v i e t  p a r t y  would g ive  wholehearted 
s u p p o r t  t o  n a t i o n a l  u p r i s i n g s  and "na t iona l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g -  
g l e s . "  In  f ac t ,  the  S o v i e t s  had n o t  always g iven  wholehearted 
p u b l i c  suppor t  t o  such s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  the  Chinese 
had v i o l e n t l y  a t t a c k e d  t h e  CPSU i n  1960 on t h i s  v u l n e r a b l e  
p o i n t ,  and t h e  CPSU h a s  s i n c e  been concerned t o  r e f u t e  t h i s  
Chinese charge  by a more m i l i t a n t  p o s t u r e .  The Chinese and 
Albanians have at tempted t o  con t inue  t o  p i n  a p a c i f i s t  l a b e l  
on t h e  CPSU; t h u s  on 28 January  1963 a T i r a n a  b roadcas t  
claimed t h a t  " the  enemies of t h e  Venezuelan people  and of 

*Aside from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  adopt ion of a m i l i t a n t  l i n e  
by t h e  PCV a g a i n s t  t h e  anti-Communist and an t i -Sov ie t  Betan- 
court  government s e e m s  t o  l-iave been q u i t e  acceptable t o  
Moscow f o r  its own s a k e ,  there were also s u b s i d i a r y  b e n e f i t s  
from such  a l i n e  e l sewhere .  Thus t h e  government of Juan 
Bosch i n  t h e  Dominican Republ ic  w a s  r e l u c t a n t  t o  t a k e  a 
har sh  l i n e  towards its own n a t i v e  Communists, p r o f e s s e d l y  
because of a d e s i r e  t o  avoid  provoking armed r e s i s t a n c e  by 
t h e  Communists i n  t h e  way t h a t  Betancour t  is a l l e g e d  t o  
have provoked it i n  Venezuela.  
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a l l  t h e  peoples  of L a t i n  America, inc lud ing  contemporary 
r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  would l i k e  t o  see t h e  Venezuelan people  
abandon t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  overthrow of Romulo Betan- 
c o u r t ' s  i m p e r i a l i s t  regime and w a i t  f o r  U.S. imper ia l i sm 
and Betancourt  t o  g i v e  up t h e i r  arms and t h u s  o f f e r  freedom 
and independence t o  t h e  Venezuelan people  on a p l a t t e r . "  
The Albanians went on t o  s a y  t h a t  " the  Venezuelan Communist 
p a r t y  has rejected t h e  p a t h  of s o - c a l l e d  reform and opposed 
t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t  c a l l  for v i c t o r y  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  on ly  
t h r o u g h  peace fu l  means . I t  The S o v i e t s  have r e p e a t e d l y  pro- 
tested t h a t  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a d i s t o r t i o n  of t h e i r  l i n e ,  
and Khrushchev i n  h i s  15 Janua ry  speech t o  t h e  E a s t  German 
congres s  cha l lenged  t h e  Albanian l e a d e r s  t o  name *'a Com- 
munist  p a r t y  i n  any coun t ry  which  thought  t h a t  a revolu-  
t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n  had a r i s e n  i n  t h e i r  coun t ry  and wanted 
t o  s t a r t  an u p r i s i n g  and found t h a t  t h e  CPSU took  a s t a n d  
a g a i n s t  armed s t r u g g l e .  

The f a c t  remains ,  however, t h a t  Sov ie t  propaganda 
s u p p o r t  fo r  t h e  Venezuelan armed s t rugg le ,  w h i l e  cons ider -  
able, has  i n  t h e  past  been n o t  n e a r l y  as voluminous o r  as 
v i t u p e r a t i v e  as propaganda from Havana or  Pe ip ing .  The 
S o v i e t  Union has a l s o  a p p a r e n t l y  been concerned l e s t  t o o  
o v e r t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  by Castro i n  t h e  Venezuelan s t r u g g l e  
--such as t h e  crude a t t e m p t s  a t  invas ion  launched from 
Cuba a g a i n s t  Caribbean c o u n t r i e s  i n  1960--might involve  
t h e  USSR i n  undes i r ab le  d i f f  i c u l t  ies wi th  t he Un i t ed  S t a t e s .  

C a S t r O  had told th e head of t h  e PCV p a r  a m i 1  1 t a r y  organ iz a- 
t i o n  p r i o r  t o  e a r l y  November 1962 t h a t  he could no t  send 
a r m s  t o  Venezuela because t h e  USSR had demanded t h a t  he no t  
send  arms t o  any Caribbean coun t ry ;  however, Castro added 
t h a t  A l g e r i a  would be t h e  PCV supply  base f o r  war materials. 
F i n a l l y ,  there are some i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  CPSU i n  t h e  
p a s t  yea r  may have t a k e n  a somewhat less sanguine  view of 
t h e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  S U G C ~ S S  o f f e r e d  by t h e  c u r r e n t  PCV stra- 
t e g y  t h a n  t h a t  p ro fes sed  by Pe ip ing ,  Havana, and t h e  m a j o r i t y  
of t h e  PCV l e a d e r s h i p .  For example, on 29 March 1962 a 
m e m b e r  of t h e  French Communist p a r t y  who acts as a d v i s e r  
t o  t h e  Cuban embassy i n  Paris is I r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
t o l d  t h e  Cuban ambassador t h a t  he was no as o p t i m i s t i c  as 
h i s  Cuban f r i e n d s  about L a t i n  America i n  g e n e r a l  and Vene- 
zue la  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ;  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  would  be hard t o  
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ach ieve  and t h a t  words a lone  would n o t  succeed;  t h a t  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  was n o t  as good as t h e  Cubans thought  and t h a t  
it is a ser ious mis take  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  on t h e  basis of a 
s u b j e c t i v e  b e l i e f  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  are p e r f e c t  when t h e y  
are n o t .  It  is reasonab le  t o  believe,  i n  view of other 
g e n e r a l  a l l u s i o n s  i n  French Communist p a r t y  and CPSU state- 
ments t o  t h e  danger  of a d v e n t u r i s t  and premature a c t i o n s ,  
t h a t  t h i s  may r e p r e s e n t  t h e  views of both  t h e  FCP and 
t h e  CPSU.* 

Never the l e s s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of whether or no t  t h e  CPSU 
p r i v a t e l y  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  PW l i n e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
be a p p r o p r i a t e ,  t h e  S o v i e t  p a r t y  has  appa ren t ly  concluded 
t h a t  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of PCV views and t h e  open Chinese cha l -  
l enge  t o  CPSU a u t h o r i t y  the  CPSU h a s  no cho ice  but  t o  go 
on s u p p o r t i n g  t h a t  l i n e ,  and t o  do so  even more a c t i v e l y .  
The s p r i n g  and summer of 1963 has  i n  f a c t  s een  more v igor -  
ous Sov ie t  s t e p s  t o  suppor t  Venezuelan i n s u r r e c t i o n  t h a n  
e v e r  be fo re .  As a l r e a d y  no ted ,  i n  e a r l y  May, d u r i n g  C a s t r o ' s  
v i s i t ,  Khrushchev and Pravda had made a most unusual p u b l i c  
p ledge  t h a t  t h e  CPSU would  r e n d e r  a l l  p o s s i b l e  a i d  t o  Com- 
munist  p a r t i e s  i n  t h e i r  va r ious  s t r u g g l e s .  Meanwhile, i n  
mid-April a PCV o f f i c i a l  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have t o l d  p a r t y  
members t h a t  he had r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  t h e  USSR, where h i s  
main p a r t y  miss ion  was t o  a sk  t h e  CPSU for.money; he claimed 

he e a r l y  s p r i n g  of 1963 an emissary  of t h e  PCV was 
r e p o r t e d  on a t r i p  through L a t i n  America t o  v i s i t  a v a r i o u s  a t i n  American Communist p a r t i e s - - i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

t h e  Chi lean  party--and t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  PCV 
t o  t h o s e  p a r t i e s ,  a l l e g e d l y  "because t h e  PCV has been 
c a l l e d  a p a r t y  w i t h  l e f t i s t  and pro-Chinese d e v i a t i o n s  by 
l e a d e r s  of t h e  Communist  p a r t i e s  i n  South America, a l l  of 
which s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  USSR i n  its d i s p u t e  wi th  Com- 
munist  China." If o t h e r  p a r t i e s  do have such an a t t i t u d e  
toward t h e  PCV, it is l i k e l y  t o  be caused p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  
PCV's f a i l u r e  t o  suppor t  t h e  CPSU a g a i n s t  Pe ip ing ;  it is 
also p o s s i b l e ,  however, t h a t  such  an a t t i t u d e  by L a t i n  
American Communists could r e f l e c t  CPSU i n t i m a t i o n s  t o  them 
a t  some p o i n t  of misgiv ings  about t h e  PCV l i n e .  

I 
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t h a t  a l though  t h e  S o v i e t s  had been cau t ious  i n  responding ,  
t h e y  had agreed t h a t  money would be s e n t  w i t h i n  t h r e e  or 
f o u r  months through t h e  S o v i e t  embassy i n  Mexico C i t y ,  a f t e r  
t h a t  embassy had completed a s t u d y  of t h e  Venezuelan s i t u a -  

I_I t h s  of 
t i o n . *  I n  June', f o u r  PCV members w e r e  
t o  be en rou te  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union for 
advanced g u e r r i l l a  war fa re  t r a i n i n g ,  and a second group of 
four PCV members were p l a n n i n g  t o  follow on 1 J u l y .  And 
i n  e a r l y  J u l y ,  Pravda and I z v e s t i y a  i n  qu ick  s u c c e s s i o n  
pub1 i shed  i n t e r m w i t h  PCV p o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r  Eduardo 
Gallegos and MIR P r e s i d e n t  Antonio Delgado, each  vehemently 
h a i l i n g  t h e  g u e r r i l l a  war b e i n g  waged i n  Venezuela. Im- 
med ia t e ly  t h e r e a f t e r ,  Pravda on 10 J u l y  r e p o r t e d  a meet ing 
i n  Moscow t h e  p r e v i o u s d a y e d i c a t e d  t o  " s o l i d a r i t y  wi th  
t h e  peop le  of Venezuela ,"  and a t t ended  by Gallegos. The 
S o v i e t s  t h u s  seem embarked on a course of v i g o r o u s l y  com- 
p e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  Chinese for t h e  a f f e c t i o n s  of t h e  PCV by 
a i d i n g  t h e  v i o l e n t  PCV e f f o r t s  more a c t i v e l y  t h a n  e v e r  
before, d e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h i s  may e v e n t u a l l y  create 
for t h e  s imul taneous  Sov ie t  e f for t s  t o  promote an atmosphere 
of l i m i t e d  d e t e n t e  w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s .  I f  t h e  views 
of t h e  PCV m a j o r i t y  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n  were e v e r  t o  change, 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  CPSU might p o s s i H y  change as w e l l .  
A t  p r e s e n t ,  however, s u c h  a PCV change of mind is no t  l i k e l y .  

r e p o r t e d  

Ecuador 

The t h i r d  L a t i n  American Communist p a r t y  named by 
Corvalan as one in which Chinese Communist i n f l u e n c e  w a s  
i n c r e a s i n g  was t h a t  of Ecuador ( t h e  PCE). H e r e  a Sino- 

*This PCV o f f i c i a l  a lso s t a t e d  t h a t  du r ing  h i s  S o v i e t  
v i s i t  he  had been g iven  a r e c e p t i o n  a t  t h e  Chinese embassy, 
a t t e n d e d  by Soviet r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  d u r i n g  which great 
t e n s i o n  was e v i d e n t  between t h e  Chinese and S o v i e t s .  I t  
would appear  t h a t  t h e  Chinese and t h e  S o v i e t s  on t h i s  oc- 
c a s i o n  were competing for PCV s u p p o r t ,  and t h e  PCV w a s  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  t a k e  advantage of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  
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Sov ie t  c o n t e s t  f o r  i n f l u e n c e  has  gone on i r i t h i n  t h e  frme- 
work of a long-s tanding  f a c t i o n a l  struggle tolween t h e  
e x e c u t i v e  committee of t h e  p a r t y  c e n t r a l  couiaittee--y;hic : 
happens t o  have its headquar t e r s  i n  t h e  port c i t y  of 
Guayaquil  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  Quito--and t h e  
P ich incha  p r o v i n c i a l  c o m m i t t e e  of t h e  p a s t y ,  r e s i d e n t  i.-, 
Qui to .  The c e n t r a l  a n t a g o n i s t s  i n  t h i s  f a c t i o n a l  b a t  2 i c  
have been Pddro Saad, s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of the PCE, a:iJ 
Rafae l  Echeve r r i a ,  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of the Yichinci t:t c<>ifi- 
m i t t e e .  A s  t i m e  has  gone o n ,  these opposing fact i r .sm ;:ave 
become i n c r e a s i n g l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  and Chinese 
s i d e s ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e ,  i n  it pro- 
cess resembl ing  what has  occur red  i n  t h e  Belgium Communist 
p a r t y  (where t h e  B r u s s e l s  Fede ra t ion  f o r  a t i m e  became t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t rongho ld  of t h e  Chinese sympath izers )  and 
t h e  Indian  Communist p a r t y  (where . the  West Bengal and Punjab 
p r o v i n c i a l  committees u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  were pro-Chinese and 
an t i -Sov ie t  b a s t i o n s ) .  It should  be noted ,  however, t h a t  
CCP s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  Ecuadorean p a r t y  h a s  become far g r e a t e r  
t h a n  t h a t  e v e r  reached i n  e i t h e r  t h e  B e l g i u m  or Indian  
p a r t i e s  . 

Complicating t h e  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  PCE have been t h e  
independent and compe t i t i ve  e f f o r t s  of t h e  Saad and Echever- 
r i a  f a c t i o n s  t o  main ta in  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  t he  Castro regime 
and t o  o b t a i n  Cuban a s s i s t a n c e . '  i n '  t h e  form of money, wea- 
pons,  and t r a i n i n g .  F u r t h e r  compl i ca t ing  t h e  p i c t u r e  has  
been t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  p a r t y  as a whole and t h e  two 
f a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  it t o  radical  groups o u t s i d e  t h e  p a r t y ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  two of t h e s e :  t h e  movement l e d  by Manuel 
A r a u j o ,  former Ecuadorean Min i s t e r  of Government, and t h e  
Revolu t ionary  Union of Ecuadorean Youth (URJE) , an organi -  
z a t i o n  set up wi th  PCE a s s i s t a n c e  t o  a t t empt  t o  t a k e  ad- 
vantage  of t h e  appea l  of t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  t o  Ecuadorean 
youth.  Both Araujo and t h e  URJE have main ta ined  a t  var ious  
t i m e s  independent l i n e s  of communication t o  Castro and t o  
Pe ip ing ,  and have a p p a r e n t l y  ob ta ined  money and t r a i n i n g  
from each .  Although t h e r e  have been i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  t h e  
l i n e s  fol lowed by both  Echeve r r i a  and Saad, t h e  g e n e r a l  
tendency of Lcheve r r i a  has  been t o  push f o r  t h e  adopt ion  
of a g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  on t h e  Cuban model i n  Ecuador as 
soon as  p o s s i b l e ,  and t o  t h a t  end t o  work p r i v a t e l y  ( u s u a l l y  
wi thou t  t h e  knowledge of t h e  o f f i c i a l  PCE l e a d e r s h i p )  w i t h  
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e lemen t s  i n  t h e  URJE and Araujo movements eage r  f o r  guer- 
r i l l a  war fa re ;  whi le  t h e  g e n e r a l  tendency of Saad h a s  been 
t o  oppose e a r l y  a t t empt s  a t  g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  as "adven- 
t u r i s m , "  t o  work a g a i n s t  p a r t y  coope ra t ion  w i t h  Araujo or 
m i l i t a n t  URJE l e a d e r s  i n  such efforts, and, when compelled 
by p a r t y  sen t iment  t o  do so,  t o  ag ree  t o  prepare  f o r  guer- 
r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  whi le  i n  p r a c t i c e  us ing  eve ry  p r e t e x t  t o  
p r o c r a s t i n a t e .  

Thus i n  May. 1961 Echeve r r i a  w a s  arrested momentarily 
by Ecuadorean p o l i c g  whi le  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  i l l e g a l  Communist 
m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a number of l o c a l  URJE lead-  
e r s ,  c h i e f  among them Jo rge  Ribadenei ra ,  a m e m b e r  of Echever- 
r i a ' s  P ich incha  p a r t y  committee. I n  A p r i l  1962, Ribadenei ra  
and some f o r t y - e i g h t  o t h e r  URJE m i l i t a n t s  were cap tu red  by 
Ecuadorean t r o o p s  w h i l e  a t t empt ing  t o  i n i t i a t e  a Cuban- 
f inanced* g u e r r i l l a  o p e r a t i o n  f i f t y  m i l e s  from Q u i t o .  There 
is some evidence  t h a t  Echeve r r i a  had previous  knowledge of 
t h i s  e f f o r t ,  a l though Saad d i d  n o t .  Th i s  event  caused a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  s e t b a c k  t o  t h e  PCE and t o  Ecuadorean revolu-  
t i o n a r y  e f f o r t s  g e n e r a l l y ;  and Saad made u s e  of t h i s  f a c t  
i n  subsequent  a t t empt s  t o  d i s c r e d i t  Echeve r r i a  w i t h i n  t h e  
p a r t y .  Meanwhile, Saad took advantage of t h e  occas ion  t o  
have Ribadenei ra  expe l l ed  from t h e  PCL, and  l a t e  i n  1962 
engineered  a major purge of t h e  URJX i t s e l f  i n  which n o t  
o n l y  Ribadenei ra  but many o t h e r  Castroi te  m i l i t a n t  l e a d e r s  
u n w i l l i n g  t o  obey Saad and f r i e n d l y  t o  Echeve r r i a  were ex- 
p e l l e d ,  much t o  P c h e v e r r i a ' s  anger .  In  t h e  meantime Manuel 
Araujo had r e t u r n e d  i n  midsummer 1962 from a v i s i t  t o  t h e  
CPR and pe r sona l  i n t e rv i ews  w i t h  Mao and other Chinese 
l 'eaders;  he subsequent ly  c la imed t h a t  t h e  Chinese were p r e  
pared  t o  g i v e  unl imi ted  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  t r a i n i n g  and suppor t  
of l e f t i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  groups i n  Ecuador and e l sewhere  
i n  L a t i n  America, and boas ted  i n  exaggera ted  f a s h i o n  t h a t  
h e  was t h e  chosen Chinese agent  i n  Ecuador t o  select  l e a d e r s  

*Much of t h  e money f u r n i s h e d  by C a s t r o  f o r  t h i s  endeavor 
was a p p a r e n t l y  embezzled by R ibadene i r a  and n o t  accounted 
f o r  t o  t h e  Cubans, or so it was claimed by Saad and h i s  al- 
l ies .  
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fo r  t r a i n i n g  by t h e  Chinese.  A f t e r  t h e  purge of t h e  TJRJE 
by Saad, many of t h e  expe l l ed  C a s t r o i t e s  j o i n e d  Araujo's 
new o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  which subsequen t ly  came t o  have inc reas -  
i n g l y  close t i e s  w i t h  t h e  Echeve r r i a  wing of t h e  PCP. 

In t h e  meantime, a PCE-led g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  i n  t h e  f a l l  
of 1961 had played an important  p a r t  i n  s e c u r i n g  t h e  over- 
throw of Ecuadosean P r e s i d e n t  Velasco i n  November and h i s  
replacement  by V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  Arosemena, who had long  been 
f l i r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  PCE. The Communist p o s i t i o n  i n  Ecuador  
improved cons ide rab ly  under Arosemena i n  subsequent  months, 
and t h e  new p r e s i d e n t  demonstrated an equ ivoca l  a t t i t u d e  
toward Castro. The Sovie t 'Union  i n  t h e  f i r s t  months of 
ArosemanaPs r u l e  made c o n s i d e r a b l e  e f for t s  t o  woo h i s  regime, 
and t h e  CPSU g r e e t i n g s  t o  t h e  Seventh congress  of t h e  PCE, 
held i n  March 1962, c o n g r a t u l a t e d  the  PCE warmly f o r  its 
"vic tory"  i n  November 1961, when PCP e f f o r t s  " i n  defense  
of democracy and n a t i o n a l  sove re ign ty"  were s a i d  t o  have 
"'yielded f r u i t "  and "barred t h e  road t o  r e a c t i o n . "  The CPSU 
s t a t emen t  gave no h i n t  of an urgent  need f o r  f u r t h e r  im-  
m e d i a t e  changes.  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  Chinese p a r t y  g r e e t i n g s  
t o  t h e  PCE congress ,  w h i l e  also c o n g r a t u l a t i n g  t h e  PCE for  
its v i c t o r y  i n  p reven t ing  a " m i l i t a r y  coup d O e t a t , "  empha- 
sized t h e  need for t h e  Ecuadorean p a r t y  t o  " i n t e n s i f y  d a i l y "  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  U.S. imper ia l i sm,  " fo r  t h e  format ion  
of a n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  f r o n t ,  f o r  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of 
a. democrat ic  c o a l i t i o n  government, and f o r  a rad ica l  change 
i n  t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  coun t ry . "  (Emphasis added.) S ome 
months la ter ,  Echeve r r i a  i n  a speech  t o  a P ich incha  pro- 
v i n c i a l  p a r t y  conference  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have cr i t ic ized t h e  
p a r t y  leaders fo r  having been in f luenced  by t h e  " in t e rna -  
t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s "  of t h e  Arosemena government--i.e.,  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Sov ie t  Union thought  it cou ld  make u s e  of 
those po l i c i e s - - so  as t o  f a i l  t o  main ta in  t h e  " f u l l  inde- 
pendence" of t h e  PCE toward Arosemena and t o  c a r r y  o u t  a 
" f r o n t a l  a t t a c k "  a g a i n s t  him. I n  June,  Echeve r r i a ' s  pro- 
v i n c i a l  committee--and a f e w  other PCE p r o v i n c i a l  o rganiza-  
t i o n s  under Chinese inf luence- - re fused  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  
Ecuadorean e l e c t i o n s  as ordered by t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  lead-  
ers, on t h e  grounds t h a t  such  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  would g i v e  
t h e  masses i l l u s i o n s  which would d e l a y  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  and 
necessa ry  Communist i n s u r r e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  Arosemena gov- 
ernment.  
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The d e c i s i o n s  of t h e  Seventh PCE congress  i n  March, 
however, had a p p a r e n t l y  r e f l e c t e d  a preponderant  view of 
t h e  p a r t y  membership t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  could  never  come t o  
power through such e l e c t i o n s ,  and t h a t  t h e  PCE s h o u l d  there- 
f o r e  begin  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  armed i n s u r r e c t i o n .  Beginning 
i n  t h e  summer of 1962, t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  under 
Saad f i n a l l y  undertook t o  set up a c l a n d e s t i n e  p a r t y  ap- 
p a r a t u s  t o  work underground, and a l s o  s tar ted t o  p repa re  
e x p l o s i v e s  i n  loca l  workshops. A f t e r  a v i s i t  by Saad t o  
Moscow i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1962, t h e  PCE e x e c u t i v e  committee i n  
January 1963 also decided t o  coope ra t e  i n  p r e p a r i n g  for 
g u e r r i l l a  war fa re ,  and a momentary agreement between t h e  
PCE, t h e  URJE, and Araujo 's  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  
f u t u r e  g u e r r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  March. A t  a 

I c en t ra l -commit tee  meeting t h a t  month, Saad agreed t o  boy- 
co t t  t h e  1964 e l e c t i o n s ,  b u t  aga in  dragged h i s  f e e t  on 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  of when t o  i n i t i a t e  g u e r r i l l a  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  "armed s t r u g g l e  should  crown t h e  s t r u g g l e  
of t h e  masses and armed i n s u r r e c t i o n  would spontaneous ly  
come as a r e s u l t  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  of  t h e  masses." Under 
p r e s s u r e  from a c e n t r a l  committee which by now appears  t o  
have had a pro-CCP and anti-CPSU .major i ty ,  Saad f i n a l l y  
agreed t o  o rgan ize  a g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  fo r  August 1963 and t o  
begin  g u e r r i l l a  o p e r a t i o n s  s imul t aneous ly  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s t r i k e .  Subsequent ly ,  however, Pcheverr ia--as  w e l l  as 
o the r s - - in  p r i v a t e  conve r sa t ions  r e p e a t e d l y  emphasized 
h i s  c o n v i c t i o n  t ha t  Saad had no real  i n t e n t i o n  of c a r r y -  
i n g  o u t  a g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e ,  asserted t h a t  Saad had been 
t r apped  by a c e n t r a l  committee majority i n t o  making a 
paper commitment, i n t ima ted  t h a t  Saad was a t r a i t o r  who 
had be t rayed  E c h e v e r r i a ' s  c l a n d e s t i n e  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  
government i n  the  p a s t ,  and stated t h a t  he had no i n t e n t i o n  
of  t r u s t i n g  Saad but  in tended  t o  go ahead w i t h  gue r r i l l a  
effor ts  on h i s  own. The p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  g u e r r i l l a  war fa re  
undertaken by Saad and Echeve r r i a  were i n  f a c t  a p p a r e n t l y  
carried o u t  s e p a r a t e l y ,  compe t i t i ve ly ,  and i n  s e c r e c y  f r o m  
each other,  w i t h  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  P c h e v e r r i a ' s  ac t i -  
v i t i e s  were f a r  more e f f e c t i v e .  I n  e a r l y  June,  E c h e v e r r i a ' s  

r e p o r t e d  t o  have h i j acked  a cache of arm 

t h e  ass is tance of a PCE m e m b e r  who deserted Saad. By t h i s  
t i m e  , however, other e v e n t s  had occurred which had formal ized  
t h e  s p l i t  i n  t h e  p a r t y .  

group and ammuni ion  1 den by t h e  PCE execu t ive  committee, w i t h  
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Before c o n s i d e r i n g  t h o s e  e v e n t s ,  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  
p a r t y ' s  f o r t u n e s  upon its a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  Sino-Soviet  
d i s p u t e  should be examined. The PCE appears  t o  have been 
one  of t h e  L a t i n  American p a r t i e s  most profoundly a f f e c t e d  
by Chinese i n f l u e n c e  b e f o r e  t h e  p u b l i c  e r u p t i o n  of t h e  
Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  i n  1960, and PCE r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  took 
p a r t  i n  t h e  t a l k s  w i t h  Mao i n  February 1959 and i n  t h e  CCP 
courses g iven  t o  L a t i n  American Communists l a t e r  t h a t  yea r .  
The PCE exeeut  i v e  commit tee under Pedro Saad, however, 
throughout  t h e  subsequent  course of t h e  d i s p u t e  h a s  remained 

In  June 1960 Sadd p r i v a t e l y  commented t o  another  PCE l e a d e r  

t h e  November 1960 Moscow conference  Saad is r e p o r t e d  t o  
have suppor ted  the! S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n  and to have d i r e c t l y  
cri t icized t h e  Chinese,  a l though ano the r  PCE l e a d e r  has  
r e p o r t e d  some i n i t i a l  wavering on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Ecuador- 
ean  d e l e g a t i o n .  By t h e  t i m e  of t h e  22nd CPSU congress  i n  
October 1961 e v e n t s  had weakened t h e  CPSU p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
Ecuadorean p a r t y  cons ide rab ly .  Although Saad i n  h i s  p u b l i c  
speech  i n  Moscow w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  r i s k  a mild cr i t ic ism of 

p a r t y  no t  t o  send and a message o g r e e t i n g s  t o  T i rana ,  t h e  
t h e  Albanians,  

PCE subsequent ly  gave no p u b l i c  suppor t  t o  Khrushchev's 
a n t  i-Albanian. and an t i -Chinese  o f f e n s i v e .  On h i s  r e t u r n  
home, Saad t o l d  a PCE c e n t r a l  committee meeting t h a t  t h e  
p a r t y  had very  good r e l a t i o n s  wi th  both  t h e  CPSU and t h e  
CCP, but  t h a t  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  committee of t h e  p a r t y  had 
decided no t  t o  make a r e p o r t  on t h e  22nd CPSU congress  be- 
cause t h e  problem w a s  a serious one and could  cause o t h e r  
problems. In  t h e  meantime, however, t h e  CPSU had r e p o r t e d l y  
asked L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  p a r t i e s  no t  t o  send any more members 
t o  China f o r  t r a i n i n g ;  and t h i s  problem could  not  be evaded. 
A t  another  c e n t r a l  committee meet ing i n  mid-February 1962, 
Saad succeeded i n  having  t h e  p a r t y  r e f u s e  t o  send any s t u d e n t s  
t o  t h e  next  CCP t r a i n i n g  cour se ;  t h i s  v i c t o r y ,  however, w a s  
won by o n l y  one v o t e  over t h e  pro-CCP f o r c e s  l e d  by Echever- 
r i a ,  and was t r a n s i t o r y .  A t  t h e  Seventh PCE congress  t h e  
fo l lowing  month, E c h e v e r r i a ' s  f o l l o w e r s  brought  t h e  matter 
up aga in ,  and succeeded i n  having t h e  c e n t r a l  committee dec i -  
s i o n  r eve r sed .  Saad h imsel f  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have b a r e l y  

I 

~ 

1 t h e  p r i n c i p a l  source of CPSU s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  Ecuadorean p a r t y .  
I 
j 
I t h a t  he p e r s o n a l l y  favored  S o v i e t  o v e r  Chinese views, b u t  
I t h a t  Some p a r t y  m e m b e r s  d i d  n o t ,  n o t a b l y  Pcheve r r i a .  A t  
I 

I 

r e p o r t e d  to have wired h i s  
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succeeded i n  r e t a i n i n g  h i s  p o s t  as s e c r e t a r y  g e n e r a l ,  and 
a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  t h i s  on ly  by o f f e r i n g  concess ions  t o  t h e  
m i l i t a n t s  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of i n s u r r e c t i o n . *  

is L J r e p o r t e d  t o  have g r e a t l y  inc reased  d i s s a t i s -  
f a c  ion  w i  t h e  Sov ie t  Union i n  t h e  l e f t  f a c t i o n  of t h e  

I n  mid-November, Saad l e f t  Ecuador for Moscow t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  effects  of t h e  crisis w i t h  t h e  CPSU; t h e r e  are also 
i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Saad in tended  t o  complain t o  t h e  CPSU 
about  Echeve r r i a  and t o  ask for h e l p  a g a i n s t  him. Judging,  
however, from s t a t e m e n t s  made by Saad t o  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  about 
t h e  inadequacy of a "soft" l i n e  i n  Ecuador immediately a f t e r  
h i s  r e t u r n  t w o  weeks l a t e r ,  the  CPSU s e e m s  t o  have advised 
h i m  t o  a t tempt  to u n d e r c u t  t h e  appea l  of Echeve r r i a  and t h e  
pro-Chinese f o r c e s  i n  t h e  p a r t y  by adopt ing  a more m i l i t a n t  
p o s t u r e  and by prepa r ing  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  g u e r r i l l a  war fa re  
b e f o r e  Echeve r r i a  and t h e  bu lk  of t h e  p a r t y  d i d  so wi thout  
him. 

The outcome of t h e  Cuban crisis i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1962 

6 p a r t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  P ich incha  p r o v i n c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Meanwhile, i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1962-63 t h e  PCE began 
t o  be g r a v e l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  g r e a t l y  augmented Chinese 
Communist propaganda camsaim a g a i n s t  t h e  CPSU i n  eve rv  
p a r t  of t h e  world.  I 

lR l i n  l a t e  D e c e m b e r ,  Ale jandro  
oman, t h e  PCE member and Echeve r r i a  fo l lower  who w a s  cor- 

respondent  for t h e  NCNA o f f i c e  i n  Ecuador, informed t h e '  

*The cumulat ive e f f e c t  of Chinese a t t a c k s  on S o v i e t  p o l i c y  
seems t o  have made l i f e  more d i f f i c u l t  i n  1961 and 1962 for 
a number of o l d  Communist p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p s  l o y a l  t o  t h e  
CPSU and f a v o r i n g  a c a u t i o u s  domest ic  l i n e .  Thus a t  t h e  
S i x t h  congress  of t h e  Indian  Communist p a r t y .  i n  A p r i l  1961, 
t h e  CPSU, adherent  Ajoy Ghosh--Pike Saad e l even  months later-- 
w a s  f o r c e d  t o  make a number of concess ions  t o  h i s  p a r t y ' s  
l e f t  wing t o  sa fegua rd  his p o s i t i o n  as p a r t y  s e c r e t a r y  
g e n e r a l .  (See ESAU XVI-62, "The Ind ian  Communist P a r t y  and 
' t h e  Sino-Soviet  Dispute ,  7 February 1962, pp 136-153. ) 
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Chinese t h a t  h e  cons idered  it necessa ry  t o  double  t h e  cir- 
c u l a t i o n  of t h e  NCNA d a i l y  b u l l e t i n  i n  Ecuador i n  o r d e r  t o  
win s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  Chinese p o i n t  of view at  a coming m e e t -  
i n g  of t h e  PCE c e n t r a l  committee. Roman r e p o r t e d l y  asked 
t h e  Chinese t o  send  him material d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  Chinese 
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  c o n f l i c t  which he would d i s t r i -  

have t o l d  Roman t h a t  he would no t  h inde r  these e f for t s ,  but  
t h a t  he would urge t h e  Ecuadorean o f f i c e  of TASS t o  i n c r e a s e  
its e f f o r t s  acco rd ing ly .  Meanwhile, also i n  December 1962. 
c e r t a i n  l e a d e r s  of t h e  URJE who were sympathe t ic  t o  t h e  C h i -  
nese  were r e p o r t e d  t o  be working t o  form a Peop le ' s  Fr iend-  
s h i p  Assoc ia t ion  w i t h  a s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  
promotion of Sino-Ecuadorean s o l i d a r i t y .  These e f f o r t s  were 
s a i d  t o  be suppor ted  by Araujo,  who about  t h e  same t i m e  was 
d i s p l a y i n g  a g r e a t  d e a l  of a f f l u e n c e  and w a s  a t t empt ing  t o  
purchase  a p r i n t  shop,  presumably for t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of 
pro-Chinese mater ia ls .  The money fu rn i shed  for t h i s  purpose 

' is l i k e l y  t o  have been ob ta ined  e i t h e r  from P e i p i n g  or from 
C a s t r o ,  who a t  t h e  t i m e ,  as w e  have s e e n ,  w a s  i n  an a c u t e l y  
a n t i - S o v i e t  phase.  The purge of t h e  U R J E  a r ranged  by Saad 
a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  yea r  t h u s  appears  t o  have se rved  n o t  on ly  
Saad ' s  i n t e r e s t s  in*e f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  w i t h i n  t h e  PCE 
b u t  CPSU in te res t s  as w e l l ,  and indeed could have been urged 
upon Saad by t h e  S o v i e t s  i n  November. 

b u t e  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r t y .  Saad is sa id1  t o  

I n  ear ly  January 1 9 6 3 , y  1 
I t n e  bino- 
s o v i e t  d i s p u t e  nad U l V l d O U  t n  e PUS e x e c u t i v e  committee, t h e  
s t rongho ld  of Saad and t h e  CPSU; and Saad w a s  quoted as 
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  a showdown on the Sino-Soviet  i s s u e  would 
come a t  t h e  nex t  c e n t r a l  committee meeting. When t h e  
c e n t r a l  committee convened i n  mid-March, however, t h e  weak- 
n e s s  of Saad's--and t h e  CPSUvs--position i n  t h e  PCE w a s  
aga in  demonstrated.  Saad ' s  e x e c u t i v e  -committee is 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have p resen ted  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee w 1  
document on t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  which accused t h e  CCP 
of be ing  t h e  g u i l t y  p a r t y .  T h i s  document w a s  a t t a c k e d  by 
t h e  pro-Chinese f o r c e s ,  and t h e  cent ra l  committee voted  n o t  
t o  send it t o  t h e  USSR, bu t  t o  send  it t o  t h e  p a r t y  rank-  
and-f i l e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee also dec ided  t o  have prepared  ano the r  document, t h i s  
t i m e  c o n c i l i a t o r y ,  a s k i n g  for t h e  u n i t y  of t h e  S o v i e t  Union 

- 
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and China, and t o  send t h i s  l e t te r  t o  both  Moscow and Pe i -  
p ing  . 

The nex t  s t e p  was t aken  by t h e  pro-Chinese f o r c e s .  
On 10 A p r i l ,  Jose Maria Roura, an Echeve r r i a  follower;;.  
l e f t  Ecuador i n  t he  company of t he  NCNA cor respondent  
Alejandro mman on a t r i p  which was to t a k e  him t o  t h e  
CPR. Echeve r r i a  t ook  s t e p s  t o  dece ive  t h e  PCE l e a d e r s h i p  
a s  t o  t h e  purpose and d e s t i n a t i o n  of Roura 's  journey .  
Afterwards,  Roura informed Echeve r r i a  t h a t  w h i l e  i n  Pei- 
p ing  i n  e a r l y  May he  had m e t  wi th  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  
CCP c e n t r a l  committee; t h a t  he had p resen ted  them w i t h  a 
complete ,  de ta i led  r e p o r t  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Ecuador ,  
i n c l u d i n g  an a p p r o p r i a t e  at tack on Saad; t h a t  this w a s  no 
s u r p r i s e  t o  t h e  Chinese,  and t h a t  af ter  s t u d y i n g  h i s  r e p o r t  
t h e  Chinese in t ima ted  t o  h i m  t h a t  he should  work toward 
s p l i t t i n g  t h e  PCE. The Chinese w e r e  quoted as s a y i n g  t h a t  
d i s c i p l i n e  arid u n i t y  were a l l  w e l l  and good as l o n g  as they  
se rved  t h e  purpose of b r i n g i n g  about  r e v o l u t i o n ,  bu t  t h a t  
i f  t h e y  d i d  no t  s e r v e  t h i s  purpose t h e n  anyth ing  which w a s  
done for r e v o l u t i o n  was good. Th i s  is i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  %aken by t h e  CCP i n  its 1 4  June p u b l i c  l e t t e r  t o  
t h e  CPSU, when Pe ip ing  openly t h r e a t e n e d  t o  s p l i t  Communist 
p a r t i e s  be t rayed  by leaders who had depa r t ed  from Marxism- 
Leninism. Roura  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Chinese gave him money 
w i t h  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  he w a s  t o  set  up a p r i n t i n g  estab- 
l i shmen t  t o  p u b l i s h  a n t i - S o v i e t  pamphlets;  any money which 
w a s  n o t  used f o r  t h i s  purpose w a s  t o  be used  f o r  t h e  revolu-  
t i o n .  A t  about  t h e  same t i m e ,  ano the r  Ecuadorian revolu-  
t i o n a r y  w i t h  close t i e s  w i t h  bo th  t h e  Echeve r r i a  wing of 
t h e  PCE and Manuel Arau jo ,  Capta in  Antonio Flores, appears  1 

t o  have t aken  a jou rney  t o  Cuba--and p o s s i b l y  elsewhere i n  
t h e  bloc--during which t i m e  he read t o  some meeting a 
r e p o r t  a t t a c k i n g  Saad and t h e  S o v i e t s  and o u t l i n i n g  h i s  
p l a n s  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n .  

On 1 9  May, Roura  w a s  arrested when r e t u r n i n g  t o  
Ecuador, and $27,500 g iven  him by t h e  Chinese was c o n f i s -  
cated, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  various f a l s e  documents and a p l a n  
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for t e r r o r i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Ecuador.* On 2 June,  F l o r e s  
w a s  s i m i l a r l y  seized upon h i s  r e t u r n ,  and h i s  d e t a i l e d  p l a n  
f o r  g u e r r i l l a  war fa re  w a s  a l s o  c o n f i s c a t e d .  Bo th  sets of 
documents were publ i shed  by t h e  Ecuadorean government, and 
t h e r e  was widespread c o n s t e r n a t i o n  i n  t h e  PCE and among 
Ecuadorean. r e v o l u t  i o n a r i e s - - e s p e c i a l l y  i n  E c h e v e r r i a ' s '  
c i rc le ,  where it w a s  p r i v a t e l y  acknowledged t h a t  F l o r e s '  
document, , which was p a r t i c u l a r l y  compromising, was genuine.  

Meanwhile, Saad i n  l a t e  May took advantage of t h e  
occas ion  of t h e  disaster t o  Roura t o  move a g a i n s t  h i s  p a r t y  
enemies.  Saad had t h e  c e n t r a l  committee q u i c k l y  convened 
t o  expe l  R o u r a  f r o m  t h e  p a r t y ,  t o  remove Echeve r r i a  as head 
of t h e  P ich incha  p r o v i n c i a l  committee, and t o  d i s s o l v e  t h a t  
committee t o  be r e p l a c e d  by a new one handpicked by Saad. 
Echeve r r i a  and h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  however, r e fused  t o  accept  
h i s  verdict .  Saad i n  Guayaquil  and Echeve r r i a  i n  Q u i t o  
were ' soon  exchanging formal  messages of m u t u a l  condemnation, 
and t h e  t w o  f a c t i o n s  throughout  June were busy send ing  e m i s -  
saries throughout t he  coun t ry  t o  s o l i c i t  s u p p o r t  from every  
psovinc i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

It  w a s  at  t h i s  j u n c t u r e ,  on 11 J u l y ,  t h a t  a m i l i t a r y  
j u n t a  overthrew P r e s i d e n t  Arosemena, and proceeded t o  c rack  
down on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of Communists and r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
of eve ry  hue. The PCE w a s  t aken  completely by s u r p r i s e ,  
was d i so rgan ized  and unable  t o  do anyth ing ,  and most l e a d e r s  
immediately wen t  underground. I n  Q u i t o ,  Communists f r i e n d l y  
t o  Saad are r e p o r t e d  t o  have made o v e r t u r e s  t o  Echeve r r i a  
t o  f o r g e t  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  view of t he  common danger;  
b u t  these o v e r t u r e s  were rejected i n  t h e  belief t h a t  t h e  
underground PCE would now a u t o m a t i c a l l y  come under t h e  t o t a l  
c o n t r o l  of t h e  p a r t y  m i l i t a n t s .  

*Roura's arrest  t o o k  p l a c e  as t h e  r e s u l t  of a t i p  t o  
t h e  government from some unknown source. I n  view of cer- 
t a i n  of Saad 's  p a s t  act ions,  it is by no means inconceiv-  
able t h a t  he had got wind of Roura 's  j ou rney  and w a s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h i s  t i p .  

i 
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This  b e l i e f  seemed p robab ly  t o  be well-grounded. 
On 15 J u l y ,  Saad and o t h e r  PCE c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  were 
a r r e s t e d  wh i l e  h i d i n g ,  and t w o  days  l a t e r  Echeve r r i a  is 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have p res ided  o v e r  a meet ing,  i n  Guayaqui l ,  
of a few s u r v i v i n g  leaders, a l l  sympa the t i c  t o  h i s  view- 
p o i n t .  Echeve r r i a  was no t  o p t i m i s t i c  about  t h e  chances  f o r  
immediate e f f e c t i v e  PCE o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  j u n t a ,  b u t  de- 
c l a r e d  it necessa ry  t o  p r e p a r e  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  
by send ing  gue r r i l l a s  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  a t  once ,  t o  be 
i n  r e a d i n e s s  t o  begin  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  
Echeve r r i a  a lso proposed t h a t  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  meet ing 
shou ld  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  nuc leus  of a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  n a t i o n a l  
e x e c u t i v e  committee" to replace t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  body d i s -  
o rgan ized  by t h e  coup. This p r o p o s a l  w a s  a ccep ted ,  as w a s  
h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  an emis sa ry  be s e n t  t o  Communist China 
t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  n a t i o n a l  
execut ive committee" and s e e k  s u p p o r t .  Subsequent ly ,  i n  
e a r l y  August Echeve r r i a  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  he  had f a i l e d  t o  
o b t a i n  funds  he had expec ted  t o  a r r i v e  from Cuba i n  J u l y ;  
it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h i s  Cuban a c t i o n  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of 
s t r o n g  S o v i e t  p r e s s u r e .  E c h e v e r r i a  now aga in  avowed h i s  
de t e rmina t ion  t o  make c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  Chinese,  and ex- 
p res sed  g r e a t  conf idcnce  t h a t  he cou ld  o b t a i n  f i n a n c i a l  
s u p p o r t  f r o i n  them. Regardless -of what t a c t i c s  t h e  CPSU 
an3 Saad ' s  wing of t h e  PCE may adopt  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  
Ecuadorean p a r t y  is l i k e l y  f o r  some t i m e  t o  be dominated 
by forces which are a l r e a d y  committed t o  h o s t i l i t y  t o  t h e  
CPSU and sympathy f o r  t h e  CCP. / 

Peru 

While i n t e l l i g e n c e  on t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  
c o n f l i c t  on t h e  f o u r t h  p a r t y  named by Corvalan--the Commu- 
n i s t  p a r t y  of Peru (PCP)--is less p l e n t i f u l  t h a n  t h a t  dea l -  
i n g  wi th  some of t h e  o t h e r  L a t i n  American p a r t i e s ,  t h e r e  
is enough ev idence  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  Chinese have made 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n r o a d s  on t h e  S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h i s  p a r t y ,  
too, a long  wi th  even greater g a i n s  among t h e  o t h e r  forces 
of t h e  Peruvian  l e f t .  

- 138 - 

I 



The PCP o p e r a t e s  as a t e c h n i c a l l y  i l l e g a l  p a r t y  i n  
a coun t ry  which-has one of t h e  greatest  extremes of weal th  
and pove r ty  i n  L a t i n  America. Much of t h e  p a r t y ' s  e f f o r t  
i n  r e c e n t  yea r s  has  gone i n t o  a t t e m p t s  t o  secure t h e  alle- 
g i ance  of t h e  l a n d l e s s  peasants-chief  l y  Indians-- in  a 
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  large landowners.  In  r e a l i t y ,  how- 
e v e r ,  t h e  PCP is but  t h e  l a r g e s t  of a number of s m a l l  Marx- 
ist s p l i n t e r  par t ies  which are competing i n  t h i s  e f f o r t :  
among these compe t i to r s  are no less t h a n  three T r o t s k y i t e  
par t ies ,  ano the r  which calls itself the  Peruvian  L e n i n i s t  
Communist p a r t y ,  and, more r e c e n t l y ,  a f i f t h  composed of 
Castroites which  is called t h e  Movement of  t h e  Revolution- 
a r y  L e f t  ( Y I R ) ,  l i k e  t h e  Castroite p a r t i e s  of t h a t  name i n  
Venezuela and elsewhere.  The major force of' t he  Peruvian  
l e f t ,  however, and t h e  chief enemy of t h e  PCP, is Haya de 
l a  T o r r e ' s  APRA p a r t y ,  which f a v o r s  d ras t ic  social reform 
b u t  is s t r o n g l y  anti-Communist and g e n e r a l l y  p r o - h e r  i c a n  . 

The PCP f o r  a number of yea r s  has been governed by 
a s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g  c l i q u e  which has  t a k e n  a rather c a u t i o u s  
l i n e  on t h e  most s u i t a b l e  method of advancing t h e  p a r t y ' s  
f o r t u n e s .  As enuncia ted  by a c t i n g  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  Jo rge  
d e l  Prado i n  h i s  report t o  the Four th  congress  of t h e  PCP 
i n  A u g u s t  1962, t h i s  l i n e  d i d  n o t  reject a r m e d  s t r u g g l e  as 
a method t o  be used by the p a r t y  i n  the  f u t u r e ,  b u t  d i d  re- 
ject  it as a t ac t ic  a t  p r e s e n t .  In direct c o n t r a d i c t i o n  
t o  Guevara's  thes i s ,  de l  Prado main ta ined  t h a t  i f  o n l y  
"ob jec t ive"  f a c t o r s  f a v o r i n g  r e v o l u t i o n  were present ,  b u t  
n o t  t h e  " sub jec t ive"  factors,  t h e  e f fo r t  would be p r e m a t u r e .  
I n s t e a d ,  t h e  p a r t y ' s  e f f o r t s  have been devoted t o  a t t empt s  
t o  expand t h e  p a r t y ' s  s t r e n g t h  among t h e  workers and espe- 
c i a l l y  among t h e  peasan t s ;  a t t empt s  t o  s e c u r e  l e g a l i z a t i o n  
and t h e  r i g h t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  e l e c t i o n s ;  in t h e  meantime, 
a t t empt s  t o  employ a f r o n t  ( t h e  Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  Front-  
FLN) as a v e h i c l e  for e l e c t o r a l  and o t h e r  l e g a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
to a t t r a c t  broad l e f t i s t  s u p p o r t ;  and f i n a l l y ,  a t t e m p t s  t o  
i n f i l t r a t e  v a r i o u s  large bourgeois  p a r t i e s ,  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
c o v e r t  t ac t i ca l  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  prominent bourgeois  leaders, 
and o t h e r  a t t empt s  t o  take advantage of d i f f e r e n c e s  among 
its enemies .  

A golden o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t a k e  such  advantage occurred  
wi th  t h e  Peruvian  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s  of 1962, when t h e  
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Peruvian  armed forces--obsessed w i t h  a h a t r e d  of t h e  APRA 
p a r t y  for  many years--s taged a coup t o  prevent  t h e  appar- 
e n t l y  v i c t o r i o u s  APRA l e a d e r  from coming t o  power. In  t h e  
f i r s t  months a f t e r  t h i s  coup, t h e  m i l i t a r y  j u n t a ,  i n  its 
eage rness  t o  weaken t h e  power of  APRA i n  t h e  labor unions 
and e l sewhere ,  seemed c l e a r l y  t o  be winking a t  a successful 
d r i v e  by t h e  PCP t o  augment its s t r e n g t h  i n  many s p h e r e s  
of n a t i o n a l  l i f e  a t  t h e  expense of t h e  APRA machine. Th i s  
p e r i o d  of u n u s u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  came t o  a temporary end,  how- 
e v e r ,  e a r l y  i n  1963, when the j u n t a  cracked down on PCP 
a c t i v i t i e s  and arrested fo r  a t i m e  much of t h e  t o p  PCP lead- 
e r s h i p .  This  change i n  t h e  j u n t a ' s  a t t i t u d e  w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  
motivated p a r t l y  by t h e  outcome of t h e  Cuban m i s s i l e  crisis, 
which had a f a v o r a b l e  e f f e c t  i n  Peru ,  and p a r t l y  by the  
p r e s s u r e  t h e  United States and a n t  i-Communist Peruvian  
forces w e r e  able t o  p l a c e  on t h e  j u n t a  as t h e  r e s u l t  of 
exaggera ted  p u b l i c z t y  g iven  by t h e  Cubans, t h e  Chinese Com- 
munis t s ,  and t h e  Peruvian  anti-Communists t o  c e r t a i n  l o c a l  
T r o t s k y i t e  and Castroi te  g u e r r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  P e r u .  
I n  p a r t i c u l a r  , Castro had g iven  an enormous propaganda b u i l d -  
up--and p o s s i b l y  material a i d  as wel l - - to  Hugo Blanco, a 
T r o t s k y i t e  leader of some peasant  groups i n  a v a l l e y  n e a r  
Cusco. When t h e  Peruvian  government began s e r i o u s  e f f o r t s  
t o  suppres s  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Blanco s fo l lowing  r a p i d l y  
d i sappea red ,  and he e v e n t u a l l y  su r rende red .  In  t h e  mean- 
t i m e ,  t h e  PCP had s u f f e r e d  cons ide rab ly ;  and i n  t h e  World 
Marxis t  Review of May 1963, the PCP b e l i t t l e d  t h e  s i m d  
va lue  of g u e r r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Peru ,  complaining b i t t e r l y  
t h a t  t h e  "provocat ions"  of t h e  T r o t s k y i t e s  "enable t h e  
r e a c t i o n a r i e s  t o  whip up t h e  atmosphere needed for  t h e i r  

. repress ions"- -spec i f  i c a l l y ,  their  r e p r e s s i o n  of t h e  PCP. 

\ 

The arrested PCP leaders were e v e n t u a l l y  released, 
however; t h e  PCP resumed its e f f o r t s  a long  t h e  same l i n e  
as be fo re ,  and i n  t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  of 1963 a t  t h e  
l a s t  moment p u b l i c l y  threw its suppor t  t o  t h e  successful  
cand ida te  Belaunde, i n  t h e  apparent  e x p e c t a t i o n  of f u t u r e  
f a v o r s .  As befo re ,  however, t h e  PCP m u s t  reckon w i t h  t h e  
f u t u r e  e f f e c t  upon Peruvian  p u b l i c  op in ion  of Castro's e f -  
f o r t s  t o  in t roduce  g u e r r i l l a  war fa re  i n t o  Peru.  ,From J u l y  
1962 through February 1963 Castro had r e p o r t e d l y  provided 
g u e r r i l l a  t r a i n i n g  f o r  some 200 Peruvians  of d i f f e r e n t  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  hues,  i n c l u d i n g  members of t h e  MIR, T r o t s k y i t e s .  
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some members of t h e  Communist Y o u t h ,  and ano the r  Castroi te  
group known a s  t h e  Army of Na t iona l  L i b e r a t i o n  (ELN). In 
t h e  s p r i n g  of 1963 some of these t r a i n e e s  began t o  appear  
c r o s s i n g  i n t o  Peru from B o l i v i a  and were cap tu red  by Peru- 
v i a n  p o l i c e .  

The CPSU p o s i t i o n  i n  a l l  t h i s  s e e m s  somewhat arnbigu- 
o u s  . 

I n  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer of 1962 t h  e Peruvian  Commu- 
[ n l s t  d a r t y  leadership i tself  conceived a desire t o  i n i t i a t e  
g u e r r i l l a  warfare, b u t  Moscow disapproved.  Af te r  s end ing  
a message t o  Moscow i n  Apr i l  o u t l i n i n g  its views, and r e c e i v -  
i n g  no r e p l y ,  t h e  PCP i n  l a t e  May is sa id  t o  have asked t h e  
Bo l iv i an  p a r t y  t o  supp ly  it w i t h  a r m s .  T h i s  request w a s  
r e p o r t e d l y  forwarded t o  t h e  CPSU f o r  guidance;  t h e  S o v i e t  
response  w a s  t o  i n s t r u c t  t h e  B o l i v i a n s  t o  g i v e  t h e  PCP n o  
arms a t  a l l ,  b u t  o n l y  propaganda for t h e  improvement of PCP 
i n d o c t r i n a t i o n .  B o l i v i a n  Communist leaders mere quoted as 
s t a t i n g  p r i v a t e l y  t h a t  i n  October 1961 i n  Moscow t h e y  had 
been t o l d  by t h e  S o v i e t s  t h a t  any PCP- in i t i a t ed  g u e r r i l l a  
w a r  would be bound . to  f a i l ,  and t h a t  it would have a harm- 
f u l  e f fec t  on the electoral  f o r t u n e s  of t h e  Communist p a r t y  
of C h i l e ,  which is P e r u ' s  neighbor  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  The CPSU 
w a s  a l s o  s a id  t o  b e l i e v e  i n  October 1961 t h a t  t h e  PCP s h o u l d  
promote g u e r r i l l a  warfare wi thout  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  openly as 
one of its l e a d i n n  f o r c e s  and t h a t  it shou ld  d e d i c a t e  its 
own e f f o r t s  t o  u n i t i n g  t h e  Peruvian  Communist movement and 
making itself t h e  l e a d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e .  Some y e a r s  be- 
fore,  CPSU o f f i c i a l s  are s i m i l i a r l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  have i n t i -  . 
mated t o  L a t i n  American Communists t h a t  i n  some cases armed 
s t r u g g l e  by forces o u t s i d e  the i r  p a r t i e s  could be u t i l i z e d  
t o  create a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n  fmm which t h e  p a r t y  
proper  could t h e n  ' t ake .  advantage.  

However, i f  t h e  PCP l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  and e a r l y  
summer of 1962 was eage r  t o  a t t empt  g u e r r i l l a  war fa re  it- 
s e l f ,  it a p p a r e n t l y  had abandoned s u c h  views by t h e  t i m e  
d e l  Prado d e l i v e r e d  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p a r t y  congress  i n  l a t e  
August. And if t h e  CPSU looked wi th  f a v o r  upon t h e  Tro t -  
s k y i t e  effor ts  t o  beg in  a g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  f a l l  
of 1962 and Cas t ro ' s  program of t r a i n i n g  f u t u r e  Peruvian  
g u e r r i l l a s  i n  the  same p e r i o d ,  it a p p a r e n t l y  regarded  :* 
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r e v o l u t i o n a r y  armed s t r u g g l e  i n  Peru as less harmful  t o  t h e  
Chi lean  p a r t y  i f  n o t  d i r e c t l y  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  PCP than  
i f  it were so  con t ro l l ed - -a  f i n e  d i s t i n c t i o n  which seems 
implaus ib l e .  Moreover, by g r a n t i n g  t h e  PCP s p a c e  i n  t h e  
World Marxist Review f o r  a vehement a t t a c k  upon t h e  Tro t -  
s k y i t e s ,  Elanco, and g u e r r i l l a  o r  terror is t  e f f o r t s  gener- 
a l l y ,  t h e  CPSU w a s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  a i d i n g  C a s t r o ' s  e f f o r t s  
t o  encourage h i s  Peruvian  t r a i n e e s  (and o t h e r s )  t o  f o l l o w  
BlBnco's example. The en t i r e  sequence of e v e n t s  s u g g e s t s  
i ncons i s t ency  and wavering on t h e  p a r t  of bo th  t h e  PCP 
l e a d e r s h i p  and t h e  CPSU. In  t h e  case of t h e  S o v i e t  p a r t y ,  
such  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  is l i k e l y  t o  have de r ived  less from a 
changing a p p r a i s a l  of t h e  Peruvian  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  
t h a n  from v a c i l l a t i o n  on how best t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  t h r e a t  
t o  CPSU i n f l u e n c e  over  t h e  Peruvian  l e f t  as a r e s u l t  of 
t h e  Chinese cha l l enge .  

The Peruvian  Communist p a r t y  has l o n g  been d iv ided  
by p e r s o n a l  r i v a l r i e s  and r e g i o n a l  resentment  a t  t h e  way 
t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  w a s  running  t h e  p a r t y ;  and a t  
t h e  Four th  PCP congress  i n  August 1962, an unsuccess fu l  
e f f o r t  t o  overthrow t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  was made by d e l e g a t e s  
from t h e  c e n t r a l  and s o u t h e r n  Peruvian  provinces .  I n  one 
such  province- - tha t  of Arequipa--a r e g i o n a l  p a r t y  meet ing 
i n  J u l y  1961 is r e p o r t e d  t o  have decided " to  channel  t h e  
p a r t y  l i n e  t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h a t  of Communist China i n  its 
i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e s t  w i th  t h e  USSR.'l No d e t a i l s  are a v a i l -  
able. I n  1960 and 1961, a good many Peruvian  l e f t i s t s ,  
some of them p a r t y  members, are r e p o r t e d  t o  have v i s i t e d  
t h e  CPR f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  and t h e  Chinese Communist p o s i t i o n  
among t h e  Peruvian l e f t  g e n e r a l l y  is s a i d  t o  have been 
g r e a t l y  s t r eng thened  by t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  
Chinese colony i n  Peru .  There is also some evidence  of 
Chinese s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  PCP. In 
November 1960, Fe l  i x  Bayona Gonzalez, s e c r e t a r y  i n  cha rge  
of f o r e i g n  p a r t y  r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  PCP, w a s  r e p o r t e d  r e c e i v -  
ing  t r a i n i n g  i n  Communist China.  Although R a u l  Acosta, t h e  
p a r t y  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l ,  h a s  been r e p o r t e d  t o  be a f i r m  
s u p p o r t e r  of t h e  CPSU, Jo rge  del Prado,  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  member 
who r e p l a c e d  Acosta wh i l e  t h e  l a t t e r  was imprisoned for 
some t i m e ,  ha s  been quoited as 
admiring t h e  works of Mao incl as Del ieving t h a t  th e 
would e v e n t u a l l y  be a s t r o n g e r  enemy of t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  
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t h a n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union. The s t r o n g e s t  s u p p o r t e r  o f . P e i p i n g  
i n  t h e  PCP l e a d e r s h i p ,  however, is a p p a r e n t l y  Al f r ed0  Abarca, 
t h e  s e c r e t a r y  i n  charge  of p a r t y  propaganda who is concur- 
r e n t l y  an NCNA cor respondent ,  and who has been quoted as 
comparing t h e  S o v i e t s  unfavorably  wi th  t h e  Chinese.  

This f ragmentary ev idence  of Chinese s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  
PCP is g iven  weight by PCP conduct  i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  d i s -  
p u t e .  A t  t h e  November 1960 MQSCOW conference ,  t h e  Peruvian  
d e l e g a t e  a p p a r e n t l y  cr i t ic ized t h e  v i t u p e r a t i v e '  a t t a c k  made 
at t h e  conference  a g a i n s t  Khrushchev by Noxha, y e t  e v i d e n t l y  
took  an e v a s i v e  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e s  i n  d i s p u t e  
between t h e  CPSU and t h e  CCP. Although d e l  Prado b r i e f l y  
condemned t h e  Albanians a t  t h e  22nd CPSU congress  i n  October 
1961, t h e  PCP w a s  one of t h e  p a r t i e s  which s a i d  n o t h i n g  
f u r t h e r  on t h i s  i s s u e .  Neve r the l e s s ,  t h e  PCP is r e p o r t e d  
t o  have responded o b e d i e n t l y  t o  t h e  CPSU demand a t  t h i s  
t i m e  t o  cease s e n d i n g  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  t o  China f o r  t r a i n i n g .  

o t h e r s ,  t h e  Cuban c r i s i s  of October  1962 is b e l i e v e d  t o  
have g iven  a more s h a r p l y  Sino-Soviet  focus  t o  t h e  long- 
s t a n d i n g  f a c t i o n a l  d i s p u t e s  i n  t h e  PCP. Although t h e  cen- 
t r a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  is r e p o r t e d  t o  have s t r o n g l y  sup-  
po r t ed  Khrushchev ' s  act ions ,  t h e  d i s s i d e n t s  are s a i d  t o  
have echoed Chinese charges  t h a t  he had shown weakness i n  
t h e  f a c e  of imper ia l i sm.  I n  l a t e  November, PCP l e a d e r s  
i n  t h e  town of Chimbote were r e p o r t e d  t o  have cab led  con- 
g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  Mao on t h e  l i n e  he had t aken  toward I n d i a  
and added t h a t  t h e y  agreed wi th  t h e  CCP i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  
d i s p u t e .  I n  early D e c e m b e r ,  there were r e p o r t s  of cont inu-  
i n g  f r i c t i o n  among PCP l e a d e r s  on t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  and 
Abarca was quoted as s t a t i n g  t h a t  he  had in fo rma t ion  (pre- 
sumably g iven  him d i r e c t l y  by t h e  Chinese) t h a t  P e i p i n g  
would launch an i n t e n s i v e  campaign t o  g a i n  suppor t  i n  L a t i n  
America i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  wi th  Moscow..During t h e  E a s t  Europ- 
ean p a r t y  congres ses  i n  November and e a r l y  December, t h e  
Peruvian d e l e g a t e  took  an ambiguous p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  Bu lga r i an  
congress ,  t h e n  a t t a c k e d  Albania at t h e  Hungarian p a r t y  con- 
g r e s s ,  but a p p a r e n t l y  e i t h e r  r e f u s e d  or w a s  n o t  g iven  an 
oppor tun i ty  t o  speak  a t  t h e  Czechoslovak congress ,  when 
a chorus  of S o v i e t  s u p p o r t e r s  openly  a t t a c k e d  t h e  Chinese 
as w e l l  as t h e  Albanians.  

As i n  t h e  'case of t h e  Ecuadorean p a r t y  and many 
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In  e a r l y  Janua ry ,  t h e  PCP was r e p o r t e d  t o  have r ece ived  
a communication f r o m  t h e  Chinese p a r t y  e n c l o s i n g  t h e  Chi -  
nese p r o p o s a l s  f o r  an agenda f o r  a meet ing of world Commu- 
n i s t  leaders. The arguments i n  t h i s  message are l i k e l y  t o  
have been s imilar  t o  those con ta ined  i n  t h e  open le t ter  t o  
t h e  CPSU on t h i s  subject publ i shed  by P e i p i n g  on 1 4  June, 
and it is conce ivable  t h a t  t h e  communication r e c e i v e d  by 
t h e  PCP w a s  a c o u n t e r p a r t  of t h e  document r e p o r t e d l y  handed 
t o  t h e  Venezuelan Communist p a r t y  a t  t h e  E a s t  German p a r t y  
congress  i n  mid-January. P r o s e l y t i n g  by Moscow and Pe ip ing  
e v i d e n t l y  cont inued ,  s i n c e  on 1 June Abarca ' t o ld  a group 
of p a r t y  m e m b e r s  t h a t  t h e  PCP had j u s t  made " i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c o n t a c t "  w i t h  both.  A t  this t i m e ,  t h e  S o v i e t s  are r e p o r t e d  
t o  have asked t h e  PCP t o  select its best m e m b e r s  for labor 
and p o l i t i c a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  Moscow. A month la ter ,  a PCP 
ce l l  meet ing w a s  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  had s e n t  t o  Peru 
cop ie s  of a book by Thorez, a t t a c k i n g  t h e  CCP and t h e  Albanian 
p a r t y .  It  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  c i r c u l a t i o n  of t h e  book i n  
PCP cells i n  Lima and i n  s o u t h e r n  Peru--apparent ly ,  t h e  
Chinese stronghold--had brought  some p r o t e s t s ,  and t h a t  
p a r t y  members were say ing  t h a t  t h e y  were r e c e i v i n g  o n l y  
t h e  Sov ie t  s i d e  of t h e  d i s p u t e ,  and were r e q u e s t i n g  p u b l i -  
c a t i o n s  from Peip ing .  In s h o r t ,  i n  mid-summer 1963 d i v i -  
s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  PCP were a p p a r e n t l y  be ing  f u r t h e r  aggravated 
as a r e s u l t  of t h e  Sino-Soviet  c o n f l i c t ,  a l though t h e y  were 
s t i l l  n o t  as g r i evous  as those i n  t h e  Ecuadorean o r  Indian  
p a r t i e s .  The CPSU seemed t o  con t inue  t o  hold a narrow lead 
w i t h i n  t h e  PCP. 

O t h e r  Pro-Chinese D i s s i d e n t s  

In  t h e  remaining or thodox Communist p a r t i e s  of L a t i n  
America--those of Mexico, Colombia, Braz i l ,  C h i l e ,  Argent ina,  
Uruguay, Paraguay, B o l i v i a ,  t h e  Dominican Republ ic ,  and t h e  
s i x  C e n t r a l  American p a r t  i es - - the  pro-CPSU l e a d e r s h i p s  are 
cons ide rab ly  s t r o n g e r .  In  almost a l l  of t h e s e  p a r t i e s ,  how- 
e v e r ,  t h e r e  is evidence  of i n c r e a s i n g  pro-Chinese d iss idence .  
Some comments fo l low.  

Mexico: Here t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  been among 
t h e  most l o y a l  t o  Moscow i n  L a t i n  America d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  
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t h e  world movement t o  a t t a c k  t h e  Chinese.  I 
i 

t h a t  it has  had t o  s h a r e  MOSCQW'S f a v o r  w i t h  a much l a r g e r  
Marxist compet i tor ,  V icen te  Lombard0 ToPedans's Popular  
S o c i a l i s t  p a r t y .  As e a r l y  as August 1960, however, a 
Mexican Communist p a r t y  (PCM) c e n t r a l  committee m e m b e r  from 
t h e  s t h t e  of Nuevo Leon, P r i s c i l i a n o  Gasza, t o l d  Nuevo Leon 
PCM l e a d e r s  t h a t  he had r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  from t h e  USSR 
and China and t h a t  he was d i s t t l rbed  by t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  
r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s ,  which h e  s a i d  w a s  
caused by Sov ie t  adherence t o  a t a c t i c a l  l i n e  d e s c r i b e d  by  
t h e  C h i n e s e  as "weak and non-aggressive." G a r c i a  said 
t h e  PCM m u s t  s t u d y  t h e  con t rove r sy  and d e c i d e  which t o  
s u p p o r t ;  he himself w a s  r e p o r t e d  as p e r s o n a l l y  f a v o r i n g  t h e  
Chinese.  A t  about t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  Chinese p a r t y  is 
r e p o r t e d  t o  have d i spa tched  from Cuba a communication t o  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  commiss'ion of t h e  PCM, o u t l i n i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  
Chinese views on w a r  and r e v o l u t i o n ;  t h i s  l e t t e r  may have 
been g iven  the  Mexicans a t  t h e  Cuban PSP congres s  in Havana 
i n  August by Wu HSiu-chuan. N o t  l ong  af terward,  i n  l a t e  
September 1960, t h e  first shipment of 2,000 c o p i e s  of t h e  
Spanish e d i t i o n  of  t h e  Chinese brochure Long Live  Leninism 
a r r i v e d  i n  Mexico, w i th  a d d i t i o n a l  shipments  to fo l low;  
t h i s  brochure w a s  used by t h e  Chinese f o r  t h e  promotion 
of  t h e i r  an t i -Sov ie t  views among all t h e  l e f t i s t  f o r c e s  of 
Mexico, and may have been d i s t r i b u t e d  e l sewhere  i n  L a t i n  
America from: Mexico. 

- 145 - 



r e p o r t e d  t o  Moscow as evidence  of PCM l o y a l t y  and as r eason  
f o r  t h e  CPSU i t s e l f  t o  g i v e  greater f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
t o  t h e  p a r t y .  The PCM, l i k e  many ano the r  Communist p a r t y ,  
t h u s  seems t o  have t aken  advantage of t h e  Chinese t h r e a t  
by a t t empt ing  e x t o r t i o n  from t h e  CPSU. 

Fol lowing r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  Chinese of fe r ,  d i s s e n s i o n  
w i t h i n  t h e  PCM is r e p o r t e d  t o  have inc reased  g r e a t l y ,  and 
a t  t h e  n i n t h  plenum of t h e  PCM c e n t r a l  committee, h e l d  i n  
February 1963, t h e  pro-CPSU l e a d e r s h i p  l e d  by p a r t y  secre- 
t a r y  Arnold0 Mart inez was ha rd  p u t  t o  f o r c e  th rough  a reso- 
l u t i o n  e x p l i c i t l y  endor s ing  t h e  CPSU and opposing t h e  CCP. 
A f t e r  having  been de fea t ed  by a narrow m a j o r i t y ,  t h e  pro- 
CCP l e a d e r  Maldonado is s a i d  to have r e s i g n e d  from t h e  cen- 
t r a l  committee i n  p r o t e s t .  Another pro-Chinese l e a d e r ,  
Samuel Lopez, is s a i d  t o  have been removed from t h e  p o l i t i -  
c a l  commission. Pro-CPSU l e a d e r s  were promoted t o  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  commission, t h e  S o v i e t  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  t o p  lead-  
e r s h i p  was s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  and t h e  c e n t r a l  committee s e n t  
s p e a k e r s  o u t  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s ta tes  of Mexico t o  t r y  t o  
l i n e  up p r o v i n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  U n t i l  t h i s  w a s  done, a planned 
p a r t y  congress  w a s  postponed.  

Meanwhile, however, t h e  Chinese cont inued  t h e i r  coun- 
t e r - o f f e n s i v e  i n  Mexico. I n  March, t h e  Spanish-language 
e d i t i o n  of Peking Review began t o  appear  i n  Mexico, f e a t u r -  
i n g  t h e  v i t r i o l i c  Chinese a t t a c k s  now be ing  made on t h e  
CPSU. The d i s t r i b u t i o n  of this j o u r n a l  had a p p a r e n t l y  been 
ar ranged  by t h e  Chinese t r a d e  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  January  i n  con- 
t ac t s  w i t h  t h e  Mexican-Chinese F r i e n d s h i p  Socdety.  Subse- 
q u e n t l y ,  t h e  Chinese *ere r e p o r t e d  t o  have i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  
head of t h i s  s o c i e t y  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  number of s ta te  com- 
mittees of t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  assure d i s semina t ion  of 
Chinese views; t h e  newly-formed s t a t e  committees were t o  
compile  names and a d d r e s s e s  of a l l  l o c a l  sympath izers  so 
t h a t  if t h e  Mexican government c l o s e d  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  propa- 
ganda could  be s e n t  t o  s u i t a b l e  r e c i p i e n t s  d i r e c t l y  from 
Pe ip ing .  Verdugo and o t h e r  pro-Soviet  l e a d e r s  i n  June  were 
commenting on t h e  enormous Chinese p u b l i c i t y  e f f o r t s  i n  
Mexico, and on t h e  harm t h i s  w a s  do ing  t o  t h e  p a r t y .  

I 

- 146 - 



The CCP adhe ren t s  i n  t h e  Mexican p a r t y  w e r e  s imul tan-  
e o u s l y  a t t empt ing  t o  t a k e  advantage fo r  t h e i r  purpose of 
t h e  long-ex i s t en t  f a c t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  p a r t y .  I n  l a t e  
March, one important  p a r t y  cell  i n  t h e  Mexican Fede ra l  D i s -  
t r i c t  (Mexico C i t y )  wrote a le t te r  t o  t h e  PCM c e n t r a l  com- 
mittee s t r o n g l y  a t t a c k i n g  what it cons ide red  t o  be t h e  
a rb i t r a ry  s t a n d  t a k e n  by the  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  f a v o r  of t he  
CPSU; one of t h e  s i g n e r s  of t h i s  l e t t e r  was a c e n t r a l  com- 
m i t t e e  m e m b e r .  The l e t te r  called on t h e  c e n t r a l  committee 
to d i s t r i b u t e  the  Chinese documents throughout  t h e  p a r t y  
t o  g i v e  t h e  rank-and-f i le  access t o  t h e  Chinese side of 
t h e  s t o r y .  Meanwhile, t h e  pro-Chinese leader Maldonado 
appears  t o  have s u c c e s s f u l l y  concluded n e g o t i a t i o n s  begun 
earlier w i t h  t h e  f a c t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  still l o y a l  t o  
Dion i s io  Encina,  a S t a l i n i s t  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of t h e  p a r t y  
fo r>many  yea r s  who had been dethroned after t h e  20 th  CPSU 
congress  and w a s  now imprisoned by t h e  government. I n  March 
t h e  Encina f a c t i o n  a l s o  began t o  d i s semina te  pamphlets and 
l e t t e r s - - w i t h i n  t h e  PCM and abroad t o  Moscow and Peiping-- 
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  ant i -Chinese p o s i t i o n  of t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p .  

The pro-CPSU l e a d e r s h i p  responded by c r a c k i n g  down. 
I n  May, c e r t a i n  l e a d e r s  of t h e  Nuevo Leon s t a t e  committee 
a c t i v e  i n  sp read ing  C h i n e s e  views were t e m p o r a r i l y  suspended 
from t h e  p a r t y ;  and i n  mid-July, a f t e r  t h e  f a i lu re  of t h e  
Sino-Soviet  t a l k s  i n  MOSCOW, a c e n t r a l  committee plenum was 
he ld  which suspended from t h e  p a r t y  Maldonado and t w o  other 
pro-Chinese n a t i o n a l  leaders. Immediately a f t e r  t h i s  plenum, 
t h e  PCM issued t h e  first formal  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  by t h e  
p a r t y  d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  CPSU and a t t a c k i n g  t h e  Chinese,  
a s t a t emen t  which w a s  promptly welcomed by S o v i e t  propaganda 
and r e p r i n t e d  i n  Pravda. The pro-CPSU f o r c e s  i n  t h e  PCM 
a t  t h i s  p o i n t  a p p a r e n t l y  f e l t  c o n f i d e n t  enough to p l a n  t o  
convene t h e  long-discussed p a r t y  congress  i n  August, and 
t h e  CPSU seem l i k e l y  t o  r e t a i n  t h e  upper hand i n  t h e  Mexi- 
can  Communist p a r t y  f o r  some t i m e .  

B r a z i l :  I n  t h i s  coun t ry ,  which h a s  n e a r l y  h a l f  t h e  
p o p u l a t m  South America and is t h e  major Communist fa r -  
g e t  i n  t h e  Western Hemisphere, t h e  large and semi-legal 
or thodox B r a z i l i a n  Communist p a r t y  (Pa) l e d  by L u i s  Carlos 
P r e s t e s  has for yea r s  been s t r i v i n g  w i t h  some s u c c e s s  t o  
expand t h e  p a r t y ' s  inil luence i n  B r a z i l i a n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  
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by e x p l o i t i n g  a coinplex network of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  extremely 
d i v e r s e  l e f t i s t  and n a t i o n a l i s t  f o r c e s .  Some of t h e  more 
important  of these f o r c e s  now include: .  P r e s i d e n t  G o u l a r t ,  
an o p p o r t u n i s t  who r o s e  t o  power w i t h  t h e  suppor t  of t h e  
l e f t  and who h a s  s i n c e  a t tempted  t o  i n c r e a s e  h i s  p e r s o n a l  
power by making concess ions  a l t e r n a t e l y  t o  r i g h t  and l e f t ;  
Leone1 Bsizola, G o u l a r t ' s  son-in-law, a former s t a t e  gov- 
e rnon  and now a f e d e r a l  deputy ,  who has  become t h e  l e a d i n g  
anti-American demagogue i n  B r a z i l  w i t h  propaganda l a v i s h l y  
f inanced  by B r a z i l i a n  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s ;  Antonio Garcia, a 
f e d e r a l  deputy who has  a t tempted  t o  u s e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 
B r a z i l i a n  Army Se rgean t s  he  has headed t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  cause  
of t h e  l G f t  and oppose the  United States;  F r a n c i s c o  J u l i a o ,  
a lawyer who heads an o r g a n i z a t i o n  of peasan t  leagues i n  
t h e  s ta te  of Pernambuco and who has had close r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  C a s t r o ;  Miguel Arraes, t h e  new governor ' of Pernambuco 
who is s t r o n g l y  pro-Communist and has  p laced  t h e  PCB i n  a 
powerful p o s i t i o n  i n  Pernambuco, b u t  who is a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  
y e t  subject t o  PCB d i s c i p l i n e ;  a v a r i e t y  of Communists, pro- 
Communists, and waverers  a t  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  i n  G o u l a r t ' s  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (where t h e y  are juxtaposed  t o  anti-Commu- 
n i s t s ) ;  t h e  l e f t i s t  m i n o r i t y  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of the  armed 
f o r c e s ;  and t h e  l e f t i s t  wings which e x i s t  i n  each-of t h e  
s e v e r a l  B r a z i l i a n  bourgeois p a r t i e s .  

B r a z i l i a n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  is t h u s  q u i t e  complicated.  
The PCB under P r e s t e s ,  d e s p i t e  its nominal i l l e g a l i t y ,  has  
been a b l e  t o  p l a y  an impor tan t  ro le  openly,  adopt ing  a 
cour se  of s u p p o r t i n g  G o u l a r t  when he leaned  t o  t h e  l e f t  and 
opposing h i m  w h e n  he l eaned  t h e  o t h e r  way. The PCB's ef-  
f o r t s  have been impeded, however, by its compe t i to r s  on 
the l e f t  who have a t t a c k e d  it f o r  its r e f u s a l  t o  advocate  
v i o l e n c e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e :  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Jul iao,  
whose o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  r e c e i v e d  encouragement and, a t  t i m e s ,  
f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  from Castro f o r  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of 
g u e r r i l l a  warfare ;  and t h e  d i s s i d e n t  Communist p a r t y  of 
Brazil (CPB), a r e l a t i v e l y  small  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which w a s  
formed i n  1962 by rebels who were expe l l ed  from t h e  PCB i n  
1961 f o r  opposing P r e s t e s  and demanding a more m i l i t a n t  
l i n e .  

The Cuban government is r e p o r t e d  i n  december 1962 
to have t empora r i ly  h a l t e d  f i n a n c i a l  a id  t o  Ju l i ao  as t h e  
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r e s u l t  of t h e  c a p t u r e  by t h e  B r a z i l i a n  p o l i c e  of Cuban- 
s u p p l i e d  arms whi le  be ing  t r a n s p o r t e d  by J u l i a o ' s  o rganiza-  
t i o n .  Subsequent ly ,  J u l i a o  and Prestes both  v i s i t e d  Cuba 
i n  February 1963 i n  what w a s  a p p a r e n t l y  a Sov ie t - in sp i r ed  
a t tempt  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  p o l i c y ;  a l though  P r e s t e s  and t h e  CPSU 
appear  t o  have everituzilly s e c u r e d  from Castro a commitment 
t o  t a k e  a more moderate p u b l i c  l i n e  r e g a r d i n g  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  Braz i l ,  J u l i a 0  is l a t e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  have quoted 
Cas t so  as expres s ing  renew ion  of t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
for armed r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Brazil .  J u l i a o  is s a i d  t o  have 
t o l d  h i s  iPollowers t h a t  h i s  meet ing w i t h  Castro had been 
more t h a n  s a t i s f a c t o r y  and t h a t  Castro had promised cont inued 
moral and material  s u p p o r t .  According t o  J u l i a o ,  Cas t ro  
w a s  convinced t h a t  Jul iao 's  armed r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p l a n s ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  un i t ed - f ron t  l i n e  of t h e  PCB, r e p r e s e n t e d  
t h e  most p r a c t i c a l  method of s e c u r i n g  a r e v o l u t i o n  i n  B r a z i l ,  
P r e s t e s ,  meanwhile, t o l d  h i s  p a r t y  t h a t  he had n o t  been 
a b l e  t o  c a r r y  o u t  its i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  p r o t e s t  Cuban a i d  
t o  J u l i a o ,  because Castro r e f u s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  mat te r .  
P r e s t e s  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  as ev idence  t h a t  Castro would con-  
t i n u e  t o  h e l p  Jul iao,  and l a t e r  made a number of c r i t i c a l  
remarks about C u b a  and Castro p r i v a t e l y .  Subsequent ly ,  i n  
August J u l i a o  was r e p o r t e d  t o  be a t t empt ing  t o  a r r a n g e  
t r a v e l  t o  Cuba f o r  f i v e  B r a z i l i a n s  who were t o  o b t a i n  
g u e r r i l l a  t r a i n i n g  t h e r e .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  J u l i a o  w a s  
s a i d  both  t o  be n e g o t i a t i n g  an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  d i s s i d e n t  
CPD and t o  be p repa r ing  a t r i p  to t h e  CPR t o  seek  material 
s u p p o r t ;  t h i s  t r i p  w a s  s a i d  by a u s u a l l y  r e l i a b l e  source 
t o  have been arranged w i t h  t h e  Chinese ambassador i n  Cuba 
wh i l e  Ju l iao  was t h e r e .  

While t h e r e  is no good ev idence  of t h e  c u r r e n t  real 
Sov ie t  a t t i t u d e '  toward Ju l iao ,  and whi le  it is p o s s i b l e  
t h a t  t h e  CPSU could have c o v e r t l y  approved f u r t h e r  assist- 
ance by Castro t o  Jul iao d e s p i t e  Prestes' o b j e c t i o n s ,  it 
seems u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  CPSU i n  f a c t  d i d  so, i f  o n l y  be- 
c a u s e  of Ju l iao ' s  subsequent  a t t e m p t s  t o  a l l y  h imsel f  w i t h  
t h e  CPB, which is openly  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  CPSU, and w i t h  Pei- 
p ing .  

Meanwhile, as 1963 went on t h e  B r a z i l i a n  Communist 
p a r t y  became more and more concerned w i t h  p r o t e s t i n g  t o  I 

t h e  Chinese the r e l a t i o n s  which Pe ip ing  was ma in ta in ing  
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w i t h  t h e  p a r t y ' s  e n e m i e s .  I t  h a s  been r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  
E a s t  German p a r t y  congress  i n  mid-January, t h e  B r a z i l i a n  
d e l e g a t e s  demanded an e x p l a n a t i o n  from t h e  Chinese as t o  
why t h e y  maintained communication w i t h  persons  e x p e l l e d  from 
t h e  PCB (i .e. ,  persons  i n  t h e  CPB), and why they  had a book- 
d i s t r i b u t i n g  company i n  Brazil  directed by non-Communists . 
A t  about  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  PCB is said t o  have r e c e i v e d  informa- 
t i o n  t h a t  Radio Pe ip ing  had been b roadcas t ing  news of B r a z i l  
based on a r t ic les  carr ied i n  Classe Opera r i a ,  t h e  CPB news- 
paper ,  as w e l l  as on documents s e n t  by t h e  CPB t o  China;* 
f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  CPB had r e c e i v e d  f i n a n c i a l  suppor t  from 
China. When P r e s t e s  l e f t  on h i s  journey  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union 
and Cuba i n  e a r l y  February ,  one purpose which he p r i v a t e l y  
avowed for t h e  t r i p  was t o  p r o t e s t  t o  t h e  S o v i e t s  and Cubans 
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  Cuban l i n e  toward B r a z i l + *  and t o  p r o t e s t  t o  
Chinese r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  CCP'S c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  
d i s s i d e n t  CPB. Af t e r  P r e s t e s  r e t u r n e d , .  h i s  p a r t y  s e n t  an 
o f f i c i a l  d e l e g a t i o n  to  make t h i s  p o i n t  i n  Pe ip ing  i n  l a te  
March;. i n  China,  t h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  i n  mid-April was g iven  a 
" f r i end ly"  audience w i t h  Mao Tse-tung. 

*1 I 
I. I s t a r r  or class e upe ra r=a ,  I n  t u r  n ,  i i s r e n e a  to 

roaicasts  of Radio Pe ip ing  and o f t e n  p r i n t e d  items t h e y  
heard 'on s u c h  b r o a d c a s t s .  

**In a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  Cuban a t t i t u d e  toward 
Ju l iao ,  Prestes probably  remons t ra ted  a g a i n s t  Castro 's  
c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  CPB. I n  l a t e  May 1962 CPB leaders are 

r e p o r t e d  t o  have had t a l k s  w i t h  Castro i n  Cuba,  L7 owing which t h e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  Cas t ro  had t o l d  them he 
suppor ted  t h e  CPB l i n e .  Castro is s a i d  t o  have urged t h e  
B r a z i l i a n  d i s s i d e n t s  t o  o rgan ize  g u e r r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s  as 
q u i c k l y  as p o s s i b l e ,  i n  c o o r d i n a t i o n  wi th  m a s s  demonstra- 
t i o n s  i n  t h e  c i t ies-- i .e . ,  t o  follow t h e  Venezuelan model. 
H e  is s a i d  to have s ta ted t h a t  popular  u n r e s t  and i n e v i t -  
able government r e p r i s a l s  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n i s t s  would 
cause such  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement t o  g a i n  s t r e n g t h  u n t i l  
t h e  government would no longe r  be able t o  c o n t a i n  it. 
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I n  t h e  meantime. however. two l e a d e r s  of t h e  d i s s i d e n t  
CPB had a l r e a d y  gone t o  China i n  e a r l y  February.  

I t h e  Chinese rec 
I tnem w e l l  ana n e l a  elaborate discLissions w i t h  them on sev-  
eral  s u b j e c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a l o n g  list of Chinese cha rges  
a g a i n s t  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. The Chinese were s a i d  t o  have 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  suppor t ed  t h e  p o l i c i e s  of t h e  CPB but  t h a t  
t h e y  could no t  y e t  b reak  w i t h  t h e  PCB because such a b reak  
w i t h  t h e  o f f i c i a l l y  recognized  p a r t y  would.only suppor t  t h e  
Sov ie t  charges  t h a t  t h e  Chinese w e r e  promoting d i s u n i t y .  
The Chinese added, however, t h a t  t h e y  thought  it l i k e l y  t h a t  
t h e  PCB would e v e n t u a l l y  break  t ies  w i t h  Pe ip ing ,  a t  which 
t i m e  t h e  Chinese wou ld  be a b l e  t o  suppor t  t h e  CPB openly .  

The Chinese also cau t ioned  t h e  d i s s i d e n t  B r a z i l i a n  
Communists no t  t o  expect an e a s y  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Braz i l ,  and 
t o  bear  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  Chinese r e v o l u t i o n  had t a k e n  t h i r t y  
y e a r s .  The CCP s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Cuba had been 
r a p i d  because t h e  Ba t i s t a  government was c l e a r l y  r e a c t i o n a r y  
and oppres s ive ,  whereas t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  B r a z i l  w a s  more 
d i f f i c u l t  because of G o u l a r t  ' s  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  demagoguery, 
which deceivkd t h e  m a s s e s  i n t o  b e l i e v i n g  he was n o t  obey- 
ing t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s ;  also,  because the  o f f i c i a l  B r a z i l i a n  
Communist p a r t y  w a s  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  G o u l a r t  and t h u s  de- 
l a y i n g  the r e v o l u t i o n .  The Chinese advised  t h e  CPB t o  con- 
c e n t r a t e  its e f f o r t s  on winning over  the bulk  of t h e  B r a z i l -  
i a n  Communists f r o m  t h e  PCB (This  l a t t e r  recommendation 
resembled t h e  adv ice  g iven  t h e  Ecuadorean Communist d i s -  
s i d e n t  Roura i n  P e i p i n g  t w o  months l a t e r . )  

CPB d e l e g a t i o n s  are subsequen t ly  r e p o r t e d  t o  have 
been i n v i t e d  t o  May Day c e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  Albania ,  North 
Korea, and Cuba, whiJe a PCB d e l e g a t i o n  a t t e n d e d  May Day 
i n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union and hea rd  p r i v a t e l y  a number of  b i t t e r  
Sov ie t  compla in ts  a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese.  I n  e a r l y  J u l y ,  t h e  
PCB Na t iona l  Directorate approved a p a r t y  s t a t e m e n t  on the  

, Sino-Soviet  d i s p u t e  which was subsequen t ly  publ i shed  i n  t h e  
p a r t y  organ Novos Rumos and t h e n  r epub l i shed  i n  summary 
form i n  P r a v m  m l y .  As it had numerous t i m e s  b e f o r e  
i n  c l o s e d r n a t i o n a l  meet ings,  Prestes' p a r t y  s t r o n g l y  
suppor ted  t h e  CPSU against t h e  Chinese; t h i s  time, however, 
t h e  PCB p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  of s u p p o r t  added--and Pravda pr in ted- -  
a condemnat ion  of t h e  * " d i v i s i o n i s t  a c t i v i t y  of t h e  a n t  i - p a r t y  

n 
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group which p u b l i s h e s  Classe Opera r i a , "  and a s t a t e m e n t  
t h a t  " the  f a c t  t h a t  t h e c l e s  of Classe Opera r i a  are 
b roadcas t  by Radio Peking . , . cannot  b w  €or f r i e n d l y  
r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  B r a z i l i a n  and Chinese Communists .Iv 

The CPSU had t h u s  endorsed an a t t a c k  on t h e  CPB, perhaps 
as t h e  p r i c e  f o r  s e c u r i n g  continued f i r m  suppor t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Chinese from Prestes. N o t  o n l y  t h e  CPB, however, b u t  
Ju l iao  also has  been s e e k i n g  a s s i s t a n c e  from Pe ip ing ;  and 
i f  P r e s t e s '  p a r t y  should  openly  begin  t o  a t t a c k ' J u l i a o ,  
t h e  CPSU w i l l  be p laced  i n  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n ,  par-  

' t i c u l a r l y  i€ Jul iao  con t inues  t o  o b t a i n  a id  from Castro as 
w e l l .  

In  e a r l y  J u l y ,  s imu l t aneous ly  wi th  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  
p u b l i s h  t h e  PCB s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e  PCB n a t i o n a l  directorate 
is r e p o r t e d  t o  have s e n t  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Chinese 
ce I c o d i t t e e  aga in  r e q u e s t i n g  an e x p l a n a t i o n  of Chinese 
conduct  toward t h e  CPB. According t o  s t a t e m e n t s  by P r e s t e s ,  
t h i s  l e t t e r  asked if t h e  Chinese a c t i o n s  implied recogni -  
t i o n  of t h e  CPB rather t h a n  t h e  PCB as t h e  o f f i c i a l  Commu- 
n i s t  p a r t y ' i n  B r a z i l ,  and requested an immediate r e p l y .  
In  view of past Chinese t ac t ics ,  however, it seems l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h e  Chinese w i l l  con t inue  to w a i t  for  Prestes t o  c u t  
h i s  t ies  w i t h  them, r a t h e r  t h a n  be provoked by h i s  b e l l i g e r -  
e n t  le t ter  i n t o  doing  so themselves .  P r e s t e s  has  postponed 
a scheduled  congress  of h i s  p a r t y  from November 1963 u n t i l  
e a r l y  n e x t  year  because of d i s s e n s i o n  w i t h i n  h i s  own ranks .  
CPB o f f i c i a l s  are r e l i a b l y  r e p o r t e d  t o  have asserted t h a t  
a I t l e f t i s t  c u r r e n t "  has a r i s e n  i n  Prestes' p a r t y ,  and t h a t  
an organized  g r o u p . e x i s t s  even i n  h i s  c e n t r a l  committee. 
O t h e r  r e p o r t i n g  has confirmed t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of s u c h  an op- 
p o s i t i o n  f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  PCB which has been c a l l i n g  f o r  a 
much toughe r  l i n e  toward Gou la r t .  The CPB is r e p o r t e d  t o  
estimate t h a t  i f  P r e s t e s  a t t empt s  t o  hold h i s  p a r t y  con- 
g r e s s ,  t h e  p a r t y  w i l l  p robably  s p l i t .  The Chinese may w e l l  
agree w i t h  t h i s  estimate, may expec t  t h e  CPB t o  b e n e f i t  
t h e r e b y ,  and may be w a i t i n g  for t h i s  event  t o  announce t h e i r  
r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  CPB. 

Colombia: H e r e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  Communist p a r t y ,  whose 
l e a d e r s h i p  has  been c o n s i s t e n t l y  and outspokenly  l o y a l  t o  
t h e  CPSU a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese,  o p e r a t e s  i n  a coun t ry  where 
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r u r a l  v i o l e n c e ,  much 03 it n o t  p o l i t i c a l l y  directed,  h a s  
been widespread f o r  many y e a r s .  Other  l e f t i s t  f orces--not- 
ab1 y t h e  Worker- S tudent  -Pe as  a n t  -Movement (MOEC) and t h e  
United F ron t  for Revolu t ionary  Act ion (FUAR)--have been 
p r e s s i n g  fo r  some t i m e  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a g u e r r i l l a  
w a r  t o  take advantage of t h e  demonstrated government i n a b i l i t y  
t o  e n f o r c e  its w i l l  ' in t h e  coun t rys ide ,  and t o  c a r r y  o u t  
a r e v o l u t i o n .  A m i n o r i t y  f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Colombia Communist 
p a r t y  (PCC)--chiefly based i n  r u r a l  areas--has agreed  wi th  
t h i s  p o s i t i o n  f o r  a number of  years, and h a s  e x e r t e d  unsuc- 
cessf u l  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  m a j o r i t y  p a r t y  f a c t  ion--led by t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  g e n e r a l  G i l b e r t  Vieira--to abandon its announced 
p o l i c y  of keeping t h e  p a r t y  removed f r o m  direct p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  i n  armed s t r u g g l e  and of r e l y i n g  on e f f o r t s  t o  b u i l d  
up a u n i t e d  i ron$  w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  framework. 
There is some evidence  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  Cubans have 
g iven  both  encouragement and f i n a n c i a l  aid t o  t h e  FUAR and 
the  MOEC, and some of Castro's  inflammatory a t t a c k s  on 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  who w a i t  f o r  t h e  c o r p s e s  of t h e i r  enemies 
t o  be carried p a s t  have seemed t o  be directed a t  V i e i r a .  
The PCC l e a d e r s h i p ,  however, has  s t e a d f a s t l y  r e f u s e d  t o  
abandon the  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  it w o u l d  be premature f o r  t h e  
p a r t y  t o  adopt a p o l i c y  of v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e ,  and has con- 
ducted a l o n g  polemic i n  Colombian p u b l i c a t i o n s  and i n  %he 
World Marxist Review a g a i n s t  " a d v e n t u r i s t s l l  and "ex t r emis t s "  
w h o  would f orce the  PCC i n t o  a c t i o n s  n o t  j u s t i f  l ed  by. ob- 
j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s .  The Colombian p a r t y  is also b e l i e v e d  
t o  have p r o t e s t e d  d i r e c t l y  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s  t o  t h e  Cubans 
a g a i n s t  t h e  Cuban a t t i t u d e ,  bo th  i n  Moscow and Havana. 

The Cubans, however, have g iven  no s i g n  of changing 
t h a t  a t t i t u d e ,  and Che G u e v a r a  i n  June 1963 is r e p o r t e d  
t o  have r eques t ed  a comprehensive r e p o r t  on Colombia from 
a t r u s t e d  agen t ,  t o  cover  gue r r i l l a  a c t i v i t i e s  and o t h e r  
matters and to be used i n  Cuba as a b a s i s  for fukure  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  p l a n s  for Colombia .  Colombia w a s  also one of t h e  
c o u n t r i e s  named by Castro i n  h i s  26 J u l y  1963 speech  as 
be ing  r i p e  for armed r e v o l t .  In  a p o l i t i c a l  r e s o l u t i o n  
of t h e  PCC c e n t r a l  committee adopted i n  February  1963 which 
reaff irrned PCC s u p p o r t  for  t h e  CPSU a g a i n s t  t h e  Chinese,  
it w a s  s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  dangers  of dogmatism and s e c t a r i a n -  
i s m  on t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  scale had augmented g r e a t l y ,  and 
t h a t  'for t h e  Colombian p a r t y  t h e s e  t e n d e n c i e s  now rep resen ted  
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t h e  p r i n c i p a l  danger  i n  t h e  p a r t y ' s  f i g h t  f o r  Colombian 
" l i b e r a t i o n . "  I t  is l i k e l y ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e  CPSU 
comes t o  advocate  openly  PCC p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a g u e r r i l l a  
w a r  and a lso persuades  Vieira t o  adopt  t h i s  l i n e ,  t he  com- 
b ined  e f f e c t  of f u r t h e r  Cuban p r e s s u r e  fo r  g u e r r i l l a  war- 
fa re  opposed by a PCC leadership i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  CPSU, 
on t h e  one hand, and t h e  g e n e r a l  Chinese o f f e n s i v e  i n  L a t i n  
America, on t h e  other hand, w i l l  induce t h e  PCC m i n o r i t y  
f a v o r i n g  t h e  tact ics  espoused by t h e  Cubans to give- i nc reas -  
i n g  suppor t  t o  t h e  Chinese p a r t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  CPSU. 
Sov ie t  p a r t y ,  however, seems u n l i k e l y  t o  p r e s s  Vieira t o  
change h i s  l i n e ,  and Vieira seems even more u n l i k e l y  to do 
so. The p r o s p e c t ,  therefore, is for s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  
Chinese i n f l u e n c e  i n  a p a r t y  still  g e n e r a l l y  l o y a l  t o  t h e  
CPSU. 

The 
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