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MEMORANDUM TO RECIPIENTS: 

T h i s  s t a f f  s t u d y  a n a l y z e s  t h e  dynamics of t h e  1968 
s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  P o l i s h  l e a d e r s h i p ,  d e f i n e s  t h e  n a t u r e  of 
t h e  forces t h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  and c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  
t h e  e v e n t s  of 1968 may p r o v e  t o  be a p r e l u d e  t o  f u r t h e r  
i n t e r n a l  s t r i f e .  

I n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t i n g  and a n a l y s i s  d u r i n g  t h e  
e v e n t s  of 1968 emphas ized  an t i -Semi t i sm and a c l a s s i c  
f a c t i o n a l ,  power s t r u g g l e  a s  t h e  main elements i n  t h e  
c o n f l i c t .  Al though b o t h  e l e m e n t s  were p r e s e n t ,  t h i s  
a n a l y s i s  f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  p r imary  f o r c e s  s t i m u l a t i n g  con- 
f l i c t  were a w i d e s p r e a d  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a t u s  
quoism of t h e  Gomulka e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a d e s i r e  f o r  i n t e r n a l  
s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  f a c e  of e v e n t s  i n  Czechos lovak ia ,  and 
t h e  f r u s t r a t e d  a m b i t i o n s  of  younger  p a r t y  and government 
f u n c t i o n a r i e s .  These  p r i m a r y  f o r c e s ,  though e a s e d ,  a r e  
s t i l l  a t  work and c o u l d  l e a d  t o  renewed p a r t y  upheava l .  

The r e s e a r c h  a n a l y s t  was James V .  O g l e ;  t h e  s t u d y  
was c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  ONE and O C I .  

John Kerry King 
C h i e f ,  DD/I S p e c i a l  Research  S t a f f  
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C o n c l u s i o n s  

A p u r g e  OP key  members of t h e  P o l i s h  U n i t e d  Workers 
P a r t y  (PUWP) began  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  Mideas t  War of 1967 and 
g r e a t l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  f o l l o w i n g  s t u d e n t  p r o t e s t s  i n  March 
1968.  L e a d e r s h i p  s t a t e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d a n g e r s  of 
r e v i s i o n i s m  and Zionism,  t h e  mounting h y s t e r i a  of much of 
t h e  P o l i s h  press, and t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a tmosphere  
g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  Czechos lovak  crisis seemd t o  
j u s t i f y  p r e d i c t i o n s  of a major  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of t h e  b a l a n c e  
of power i n  P o l a n d  n o t  e x c l u d i n g  t h e  f a l l  of F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  
WladysLaw Gomulka h i m s e l f .  A PUWP f u n c t i o n a r y  quo ted  i n  
a Borba,  B e l g r a d e ,  d i s p a t c h  from Warsaw, 9 A p r i l  1968,  
s a i d  "The e v e n t s  of March were o n l y  one  s t e p  from b loodshed ,  
and o n l y  h a l f  a s t e p  from smashing  t h e  P a r t y . "  Although 
o r d e r  was r e s t o r e d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  F i f t h  Congres s  of t h e  
PUWP i n  November 1968 and Gomulka and t h e  Gomulka s y s t e m  
s u r v i v e d ,  t h e r e  is a g e n e r a l  c o n s e n s u s  a s  of mid-1969 t h a t  
t h e  f o r c e s  a t  work i n  1968 r e t a i n  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
d r a s t i c  change .  T h e  problem is t o  d e f i n e  t h e  n a t u r e  of 
t h e s e  f o r c e s .  

A n a l y s i s  a t  t h e  t i m e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on e v i d e n c e  of 
a c l a s s i c a l  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  i n v o l v i n g  t h r e e  elements-- 
t h e  Gomulka e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  t h e  " P a r t i s a n "  f a c t i o n  of 
M i n i s t e r  of I n t e r i o r  Mieczyslaw Moczar,  and t h e  "Techno- 
c r a t "  f a c t i o n  of P o l i t b u r o  Member and P r o v i n c i a l  First 
S e c r e t a r y  Edward G i e r e k .  I n  t h e  e v e n t ,  however, t h e s e  
c a t e g o r i e s  seem t o  l o s e  t h e i r  p r e d i c t i v e  v a l u e .  N e i t h e r  
Moczar n o r  G i e r e k  appea r  t o  have p r o f i t e d  from t h e  r o l e s  
t h e y  p l a y e d  i n  1968,  t h e  t v P a r t i s a n s f '  and "Technocra ts"  
p roved  t o  be  l a r g e l y  o v e r l a p p i n g ,  and t h e  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  
Gomulka e s t a b l i s h m e n t  came n o t  s o  much from l e a d e r s h i p  
f a c t i o n s  a s  f rom a v i r t u a l  r e v o l t  of t h e  a p p a r a t ,  a 



t h r u s t  from below by midd le  l eve l  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  f r u s t r a t e d  
by long  y e a r s  of s t a g n a t i o n .  

T h i s  r e v o l t  was made p o s s i b l e  by a temporary  p a r a l y s i s  
of t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  was caused  by a number 
of " ' acc idents" - - - , fear  of s t u d e n t  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s s i d e n c e ,  
p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Czechoslovak crisis, and a s h a r e d  
d e s i r e  f o r  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of t h e  sys t em (Gomulka d e s i r i n g  
t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of a n t i - S o v i e t  e l e m e n t s ,  t h e  P a r t i s a n s  
d e s i r i n g  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of J e w i s h  e l e m e n t s  b l o c k i n g  t h e i r  
own p romot ions ,  and t h e  T e c h n o c r a t s  d e s i r i n g  a n  end  t o  t h e  
s a b o t a g i n g  of economic r e f o r m ) .  The  r e v o l t  t ook  p l a c e  
w i t h i n  l e g a l  P a r t y  frameworks w h i c h  p i t t e d  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
r i g h t s  of b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  appoin tment  
r i g h t s  of h i g h e r  P a r t y  o r g a n s  a s  f o r m u l a t e d  i n  nomenkla tura  
l ists. Al though t h e  r e v o l t  was p r e c i p i t a t e d  by Moczar, 
who made u s e  of h i s  c o n t r o l  of s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  and non- 
P a r t y  mass media ,  i t  s o o n  r a n  o u t  of c o n t r o l  and prompted 
a r e u n i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
and t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  i n  d e f e n s e  of t h e i r  
p r e r o g a t i v e s .  

Viewed i n  t h e  West a s  h a r d - l i n e  and e s s e n t i a l l y  a n t i -  
Semi t ic ,  t h e  1968 p u r g e  w h i c h  was t h e  p u b l i c  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  
of t h i s  r e v o l t  was o f t e n  viewed by i ts  v i c t i m s  a s  a "Red 
Guard'' phenomenon and ,  p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  i t  g e n e r a t e d  con- 
s i d e r a b l e  " l i b e r a l "  s u p p o r t  e The P o l i s h  "Red Guards" 
were n o t ,  a s  i n  C h i n a ,  a n  e x t r a m p a r t y  i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  l e a d e r ;  t h e y  were members of b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  r e v o l t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r ,  B u t ,  a s  
i n  Ch ina ,  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  were be ing  " s t r u g g l e d T P  and 
P a r t y  a u t h o r i t y  was b e i n g  undermined. The v i c t i m s  of t h e  
p u r g e  were n o t  o n l y  Jews b u t  o f t e n  a l s o  l i b e r a l s  i n  t h e  
Western  and r e v i s i o n i s t  s e n s e .  Indeed ,  t h e  l a s t  of t h e  
1956 r e v i s i o n i s t s  f e l l  i n  t h i s  pu rge .  B u t  many men, 
i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  P a r t y ,  w i t h  l i b e r a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  
app lauded  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  changes .  Many of t h e  new men 
who came t o  t h e  f o r e  a r e  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  
t h a n  t h e i r  s l u g g i s h  p r e d e c e s s o r s  and t h e  f i n a l  t es t  of 
t h e i r  " l i b e r a l i s m "  would be what t h e y  d i d  t o  make t h i n g s  
work,  what t h e y  would d o  when t h e y  had t h e  gun. T h i s  
is a t e s t  t h e y  have n o t  y e t  f a c e d .  



The new young men a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and 
S e c r e t a r i a t  a t  t h e  F i f t h  Congress seem t o  r e p r e s e n t  a new 
t y p e  of a p p a r a t c h i k ,  men of t a l e n t  compared t o  t h e  o l d  
g u a r d  b u t  men of  l i t t l e  i m a g i n a t i o n  compared t o  t h e  re- 
v i s i o n i s t s  now s o  f u l l y  e x c l u d e d .  They may r e p r e s e n t  a n  
open ing  wedge f o r  t h e  f o r c e s  g a l v a n i z e d  by t h e  " a p p a r a t  
r e v o l t . "  D e s p i t e  Some movement i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of 1969 
on f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  and economic i s s u e s  i t  a p p e a r s  on b a l a n c e  
t h a t  the a d j u s t m e n t s  i n  t h e  Gomulka s y s t e m  have  n o t  s a t i s -  
f i e d  these f o r c e s ,  t h e  s y s t e m  h a s  n o t  y e t  p roven  s t r o n g  
enough t o  d i s c i p l i n e  them, and Po land  f a c e s  problems 
which a r e  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  w i t h i n  t h e  framework of p r e s e n t  
p o l i c i e s .  The over -pro longed  postponement  of r e f o r m  
c o u l d  l e a d  t o  renewed upheava l  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y  and ,  i n  
t h i s  c a s e ,  t h e  e v e n t s  of 1968 may p rove  t o  have been a 
p r e l u d e  t o  f u r t h e r  and more tho roughgo ing  a t t e m p t  by  
lower  l eve l  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  t o  f o r c e  changes  from below. 



BACKGROUND ~ _ _ _  

The P o l i s h  E a u a t i o n  

The p o p u l a r  r e j e c t i o n  of Communism and t h e  p re -  
s e n c e  of S o v i e t  t r o o p s ,  n e v e r  a b s e n t  from Po land  a s  t h e y  
had been  from C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  a r e  t h e  f irst  t w o  con- 
s t a n t s  i n  t h e  P o l i s h  p o l i t i c a l  e q u a t i o n  The Czecho- 
s l o v a k  e v e n t s  of 1968 a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  p roo f  of t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  S o v i e t  p r e s e n c e .  I 

Another  c o n s t a n t ,  s i n c e  t h e  " P o l i s h  October" of 
1956, h a s  been  t h e  p e r s o n  of Wladyslaw Gomulka, F i r s t  
S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  P o l i s h  U n i t e d  Workers '  P a r t y  (PUWP). 
A l m o s t  p a t h o l o g i c a l l y  n e r v o u s  and s t u b b o r n ,  a p p a r e n t l y  
i n c a p a b l e  of t o l e r a t i n g  s p o n t a n e i t y  i n  any  form, Gomulka 
came t o  p e r s o n i f y  b o t h  t h e  P o l i s h n e s s  of Poland  and t h e  
c o n t i n u i t y  of P o l i s h  C o m m u n i s t  power. Such c o n t r a d i c -  
t i o n s  i n  Gomulka's p e r s o n a l i t y  f i n d  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  
"Gomulka sys tem" which h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  f a c t i o n a l  
b a l a n c e  €or  12  y e a r s ,  which h a s  l e d  t o  t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  
of t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  from a l l  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  s o c i e t y ,  



and which h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  s t a g n a t i o n  of  P o l i s h  p o l i t i -  
c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  and economic l i f e ,  A f i n a l  c o n s t a n t  of 
P o l i s h  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  is t a l k  of Gomulka's f a l l .  

Al though a n  e l e c t i o n  w h i c h  would s t a n d  t h e  PUWP 
a g a i n s t  s o c i a l i s t  and o t h e r  p a r t i e s  r e m a i n s  h y p o t h e t i -  
c a l ,  1968 was a y e a r  of i n t e n s e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  
P o l a n d ,  T h i s  a c t i v i t y  i n v o l v e d  t h e  i n t e r p l a y  of a t  
l e a s t  fou r  t y p e s  of f a c t o r s - - t h e  v a r i o u s  s u b - a p p a r a t s  
which make up t h e  A p p a r a t ,  t h e  f a c t i o n s  a t  t h e  t o p ,  t h e  
p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n v o l v e d ,  and t h e  d i s s i d e n t  v o i c e s .  

The A p p a r a t s  and t h e  Nomenklatura  __ - 

In a c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  
August  1967,  a l e a d i n g  o L L G L ~ L  VI 1 . ~ 1 t :  n i g m  1 of 
S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  o f  t h e  PUWP d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f i v e  e l e m e n t s  
of power i n  Po land :  t h e  P a r t y ,  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of I n t e r i o r ,  t h e  i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  t r o o p s ,  and t h e  army. 
I n  t h e  P o l i s h  c o n t e x t  i t  is p r o b a b l y  correct n o t  t o  
d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  s t a t e  or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s  from 
t h e  P a r t y .  The e P f e c t i v e  non-Par ty  b u r e a u c r a c y  t h e n  
f a l l s  v e r y  l a r g e l y  i n t o  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  a p p a r a t - - t h e  
managers  and t h e  t e c h n i c i a n s  who, i f  t h e y  have a se l f  
d e f i n i n g  i d e o l o g y ,  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  ' 'Technocra ts ,  The 
i n t e r m e d i a t e  c a t e g o r y  of i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  t r o o p s  is 
of marg ina l  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a n a l y s i s ,  f o r  
t h e i r  t r a n s f e r  f rom t h e  M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r  t o  t h e  
M i n i s t r y  of Defense  p r e - d a t e s  t h e  p e r i o d  unde r  c o n s i d e r a -  
t i o n ,  Another  c a t e g o r y ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  bu reauc ra -  
t i c  or  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  m i s s i n g  f rom t h e  f i v e  d i v i s i o n s  
above  is t h a t  of t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n s .  Again  t h e  o m i s s i o n  
is v a l i d  €or Poland  i n  1967-1968. The worke r s  r ema in  
t h e  force w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o t e n t i a l  
b u t  t h e  r emnan t s  of t h e  1956 w o r k e r s '  c o u n c i l s ,  s u p -  
p r e s s e d  for t h e i r  s p o n t a n e i t y ,  and t h e  t r a d e  un ion  
a p p a r a t  are  c o m p l e t e l y  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  t h e  P a r t y .  The 
worker  v o i c e  r e m a i n s  one  of  d i s s i d e n c e ,  i f  l a r g e l y  
muted for t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  b u t  t h e r e  is no s e p a r a t e  
"worker" a p p a r a t  engaged  i n  t h e  power s t r u g g l e ,  



An u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of P o l i s h  p o l i t i c s  i n  1968 re- 
q u i r e s  a f u r t h e r  s u b d i v i s i o n  of t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t .  
O r d i n a r i l y ,  a Communist regime w o r k s  a s  a s i m p l e  pyramid ,  
w i t h  a l l  power c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  and f l o w i n g  from t h e  t o p .  
However, b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  " ce l l s , "  e x i s t  
i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  government o f f i c e s  and a t  t h e  c e l l  meet- 
i n g s  e v e n  j u n i o r  o f f i c i a l s  mayI i n  ther>ry,  have d i s c i -  
p l i n a r y  power ( i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  of e x p u l s i o n  from t h e  P a r t y )  
o v e r  t h e  head of t h e  o f f i c e  who a t t e n d s  t h e  m e e t i n g  a s  
a s i m p l e  P a r t y  member, Such power, which i n  any  c a s e  is 
subject  t o  r e v i e w  by P a r t y  C o n t r o l  Commissions,  is a l m o s t  
n e v e r  exercised e x c e p t  i n  r a r e  p e r i o d s  of n e a r  anarchy-- 
s u c h  a s  r e i g n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  P o l i s h  p a r t y  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 
1968. 

The Party-government  r e l a t i o n s h i p  is f u r t h e r  com- 
p l i c a t e d  by  t h e  l i t t l e  n o t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  ''nomen- 
k l a t u r a . " '  The nomenk la tu ra  is a s c h e d u l e  which a s s i g n s  
p e r s o n n e l  a c t i o n  o n  s p e c i f i e d  p o s i t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
government p o s i t i o n s ,  t o  s p e c i f i e d  h i g h e r - e c h e l o n  P a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  The s y s  tem of nomenklatura  lists e x t e n d s  
down t o  t h e  v e r y  lowest p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  Thus ,  
f o r  example ,  a v i l l a g e  P a r t y  committee migh t  have  t h e  
r i g h t  to  a p p o i n t  t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  t r a c t o r  s h e d  on  a co l -  
l e c t i v e  f a rm i n  i t s  g e o g r a p h i c  a r e a .  But  t h e  nomenklatura  
p r i n c i p l e  ( se ldom men t ioned  i n  Communist l i t e r a t u r e )  is 
j e a l o u s l y  gua rded  o n l y  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  and may be 
moribund e l s e w h e r e ,  When t h e  nomenklatura  is r e f e r r e d  
t o  i n  t h i s  p a p e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t h e  term w i l l  r e fe r  t o  t h e  
l ists of p o s t s  f o r  which appo in tmen t  and removal powers 
a r e  r e s e r v e d  t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  and 
t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  

As i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union,  t h e  key r o l e  r e g a r d i n g  cen- 
t r a l  nomenk la tu ra  a p p o i n t m e n t s  is p l a y e d  i n  Po land  b y  t h e  
Cadre  A f f a i r s  Department  of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e .  When 
t h e  nomenk la tu ra  r i g h t s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  a u t h o r i t i e s  
t o  c o n t r o l  key a p p o i n t m e n t s a r e v i o l a t e d ,  i t  is t h e  Cadre  
A f f a i r s  Department which i n t e r v e n e s ,  The member of t h e  
S e c r e t a r i a t  w i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for c a d r e  a f f a i r s  ( i * e . ,  
Roman Zambrowski p r i o r  t o  1963 and Rysza rd  S t r z e l e c k i  
a f t e r  1964) is g e n e r a l l y  c r e d i t e d  by P o l i s h  s o u r c e s  
w i t h  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  'v thousands 'Y of j o b s ,  which he 
c o n t r o l s  t h r o u g h  t h e  Cadre  A f f a i r s  Department--sometimes,  
a p p a r e n t l y ,  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  nomenk la tu ra  r i g h t s  of 



lower  p a r t y  o r g a n s .  T h i s  means t h a t  Zambrowski a n d ,  
l a t e r ,  S t r z e l e c k i  seem t o  have p l a y e d  a r a t h e r  ambig- 
u o u s  r o l e  i n  t h a t  m a n i p u l a t i o n  of c a d r e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  
w h i c h  is one  of t h e  keys  t o  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e ,  
Appoin tments  o n  t h e  nomenk la tu ra  lists of t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  
C e n t r a l  Commit tee ,  and C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  d e p a r t m e n t s  
p re sumab ly  s e r v e d  t h e  Gomulka e s t a b l i s h m e n t  b u t  o t h e r ,  
less r e s p o n s i b l e ,  p o s t s  were f i l l e d  i n i t i a l l y  by Zam- 
b r o w s k i  f a v o r i t e s  ( o f t e n  J e w i s h  i n t e l l e c t u a l s )  who 
became t h e  c h i e f  t a r g e t s  of S t r z e l e c k i  d u r i n g  t h e  
s u b s e q u e n t  P a r t i s a n  b i d  for power. 

A f i n a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  is t h a t  be tween t h e  c e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s h i p  and t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  ( v o i v o d s h i p )  first secre- 
t a r i e s ,  A s  e a r l y  a s  1963, t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  first secre- 
t a r i e s  won i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  commission p r e p a r i n g  for t h e  
F o u r t h  C o n g r e s s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  were C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  
members or n o t .  s p e c u l a t i n g  on 

d e f a u l t  of any  e f f e c t i v e  c e n t r a l  p o l i c y ,  Po land  had 
become a " f e d e r a t i o n  of p r o v i n c e s ,  I '  w i t h  p o l i c y  making 
l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  hands  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  P a r t y  secre ta r ies .  
T h i s  p resumably  a p p l i e s ,  however,  o n l y  t o  t h e  s t r o n g e r  
p r o v i n c i a l  f i r s t  secre ta r ies ,  s u c h  men a s  Edward G i e r e k  
i n  Katowice Voivodship  and J a n  Szyd lak  f o r m e r l y  i n  Pozan  
Voivodship ,  w h o s e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  a r e a s  and 
large p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o u l d  be p r o f i t a b l y  m a n i p u l a t e d  
on  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  g e n e r a l i z e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  
c e n t e r .  While  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e s  won by s u c h  men sometimes 
a p p l i e d  t o  a l l  p r o v i n c i a l  first s e c r e t a r i e s  ( such  a s  i n -  
c l u s i o n ,  by r i g h t  of o f f i c e ,  i n  c e n t r a l  c o u n s e l s )  t h e  
weaker  f irst  secretar ies  s u f f e r e d  f rom t h e  i n r o a d s  of 
Zambrowski and S t rze lecki  i n  t h e  appo in tmen t  of l o c a l  
cadres .  The i n d e p e n d e n t  ro l e  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  first 
s e c r e t a r i e s ,  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  c o n t r o l ,  i n  some i n s t a n c e s ,  
t h e  a p p a r a t c h i k s  below them, and t h e i r  e v e n t u a l ,  a l m o s t  
u n i v e r s a l ,  a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  a r e  p a r t  
of t h e  s t o r y  of what  happened i n  1968.  

t h e  Gomulka s u c c  A l l  1uny L D U l  , u s e r v e d  t h a t  i n  

The F a c t i o n s  

The P a r t y  a p p a r a t ,  b o t h  c e n t r a l  and p r o v i n c i a l ,  
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t h e  M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r ,  t h e  army, and t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
b u r e a u c r a c y  a r e  t h e  c e n t e r s  of power i n  t h e  P o l i s h  
a p p a r a t  s ta te .  The power h o l d e r s  i n  a l l  these a p p a r a t s  
a r e ,  of c o u r s e ,  a l s o  P a r t y  members. The h i s t o r y  of t h e  
P o l i s h  P a r t y  is one  of b i t te r  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e s  so 
i n t e n s e  t h a t ,  i n  1938 f o r  example, t h e y  l e d  t o  t h e  dis- 
s o l u t i o n  of t h e  P a r t y  by S t a l i n ,  More i m p o r t a n t  is t h e  
d i v i s i o n  c r e a t e d  by t h e  war and t h e  post-war s e t t l e m e n t  
w h i c h ,  i n  Po land  as  th roughou t  E a s t e r n  Europe,  opposed 
t h e  r e t u r n i n g  Muscovi te  l e a d e r s ,  many of them of Jewish  
o r i g i n ,  t o  t h e  " n a t i v e "  l e a d e r s  who had l e d  t h e  r o s i s -  
t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  German o c c u p a t i o n .  The Muscovi te  
s u r v i v o r s  of t h e  S t a l i n  p u r g e s  were p l a c e d  i n  and main- 
t a i n e d  i n  power by t h e  S o v i e t s  and w i t h i n  a few y e a r s  
of t h e  end  of t h e  war t h e  n a t i v e  l e a d e r s  were purged 
from t h e  post-war  c o a l i t i o n  for " n a t i o n a l i s t  d e v i a t i o n , "  
Gomulka was one  of t h e  more prominent  f i g u r e s  t o  f a l l  
i n  t h i s  purge .  Un l ike  h i s  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  o ther  
E a s t e r n  European c o u n t r i e s ,  however, he s u r v i v e d .  

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  changes  f o l l o w i n g  
S t a l i n ' s  d e a t h ,  t h e  P o l i s h  Muscovi tes  s p l i t  i n t o  a 
h a r d - l i n e  N a t d l i n i s t  f a c t i o n  and a l i b e r a l i z i n g  Pula-  
wian  f a c t i o n  (bo th  f a c t i o n s  t a k i n g  t h e i r  name from t h e  
Warsaw s u b u r b s  i n  which t h e y  m e t ) .  The s t r u g g l e  be- 
tween these f a c t i o n s  became deadlocked  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  
d e a t h  of P a r t y  leader Boleslaw B i e r u t  when S o v i e t  i n t e r -  
v e n t i o n ,  i n s p i r e d  by Khrushchev ' s  an t i -Semi t i sm,  p r e v e n t e d  
t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  of h e i r - a p p a r e n t  Roman Zambrowski, 
Racked by a p o p u l a r  wave of n a t i o n a l i s m  and  l i b e r a l  
a s p i r a t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  from d e - S t a l i n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  Pula-  
wian  f a c t i o n  s i d e d  w i t h  GomuLka and he came t o  power 
even  i n  t h e  face of S o v i e t  o p p o s i t i o n ,  b r i n g i n g  w i t h  him 
t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  s u p p r e s s e d  n a t i v e  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  P a r t y .  
Comulka's s u p p r e s s i o n  of t h e  l i b e r a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  of 1956, 
i n  d e f e n s e  of P a r t y  hegemony and t h e  S o v i e t  a l l i a n c e ,  
won him S o v i e t  s u p p o r t  b u t  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  spon taneous  
p o p u l a r  b a s e  which had he lped  b r i n g  h im t o  power and 
p r e c i p i t a t e d  a many-f rac tured  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e .  

R e l i e v e d  of t h e  burden  of S t a l i n i s t  terror  and 
d e p r i v e d  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f d r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
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po l . : i t : i c s  wh:ich 1956 had promised ,  t h e  P o l i s h  p e o p l e  
s o u g h t  a " l i t t l e  s t a b i l i t y "  i n  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  l i v e s  and 
t h e  Gomulka e r a  became t h e  era of t h e  "Small  S t a b i l i -  
z a t l o n .  The i n n e r  c i rc le  of Gomulka's P o l i t b u r o  
c r o n i e s ,  t h e  l v L i t t l . e  d o n s i s d e d  of Zenon 
K l . i s z k o ,  Marian S p y c h a l s k i ,  prnd Tgnacy Loga-Sowinski. 
T h e s e  men remained  above t h e  f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e ,  r e l y i n g  
en.t ire!l .y on t h e i r  r e l . a t f o n s h i p  .to Gomulka, and  conse-  
q u e n t l y  f a i l e d  t o  d e v e l o p  s i g n i f i c a n t  personal .  f o l -  
l o w i n g s  or p e r s o n a l  p o p u l a r i t y ,  The  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  
e x c e p t i o n  w a s  K l i s z k o ,  Gomulkass g r a y  emminence, who may 
have  a smal.1 g r o u p  of followers on h i s  own. E v a l u a t i n g  
. the s t r e n g t h  of t h e  other l e a d i n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  h a s  
b e e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  problem for a n a l y s t s  o f  P o l i s h  p o l i t i c s .  
The probl.em was compl. icated by t h e  sudden  c o n v e r s i o n  of 
so  many Jewish  Muscov i t e s  from S t a l i n i s t s  t o  r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  
by , t he  e m o t i o n a l  i n h e r i t a n c e  of t h e  P o l i s h  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  
World War II ( f o r  which . t h e  t r a g i c  Warsaw U p r i s i n g  be- 
came t h e  symbol) ,  and by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  f a c t i o n a l  
g r o u p i n g s  of a t r a n s i t i o n a l  or h y p o t h e t i c a l  n a t u r e ,  
r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  West by o f t e n  we l l -p l aced  i n f o r m a n t s ,  
t e n d e d  t o  become se t  i n  t h e  i n t i m a t e  f e e d b a c k  between 
t h e s e  i n f o r m a n t s  and s u c h  Western o r g a n s  a s  Rad io  
F r e e  Europe ., 

Moczar and t h e  P a r t i s a n s  ____ _ _ ~  _..-.- 

The f a c t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  kook on new s e r i o u s n e s s  w i t h  
t h e  emergence of t h e  P a r t i s a n s  and Mieczyslaw Moczar. 
The P i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  " P a r t i s a n s "  as  a f a c t i o n '  
appea red  i n  a J u n e  1962 a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  N e w  York Times. 
By t h e  end  of t h e  y e a r ,  a l l  d i s c u s s i o n s  of P o l i s h  
p o l i t i c s  i n c l u d e d  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  them. A n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l  
and a n t i - S e m i t i c ,  t h e y  were t h e  qsboors" i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  
t h e  "Jews." The l e a d e r s  were s a i d  t o  b e  t h e  former 
p a r t i s a n  l e a d e r s ,  g e n e r a l s  Moczar and Grzegorz Korcz- 
y n s k i  , somet imes , the  fo rmer  N a t o l i n i s t  Ryszard  Strze- 
l e c k i ,  and i n  r a r e  a n d i e a r l y  cases even  Zenon K l i s k o ,  
From 1963 on,  however, t h e  P a r t i s a n  f a c t i o n  became v i r -  
t u a l l y  synonymous w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  f o l l o w i n g  of Moczas. 
Born i n  Poland  i n  1913,  p o s s i b l y  of R u s s i a n  or Ukra in i an  



p a r e n t s  ( h i s  r e a l  name h a s  been  r e p o r t e d  a s  N i k o l a i  
Demkov or Miko la j  Demko), Moczar commanded p a r t i s a n  
u n i t s  i n  L u b l i n ,  Lodz, and Kielce d u r i n g  t h e  war. I n  
t h e  f a l l  of 1944, S o v i e t  a g e n t s  i n  P o l i s h  un i fo rms  
r e l i e v e d  h i m  of h i s  command and engaged h i s  u n i t  i n  a 
disastrous campaign i n  w h i c h  i t  was a n n i h i l a t e d .  When 
Moczar a r r i v e d  i n  L u b l i n ,  a t  t h e  end of t h e  war, a l l  
key jobs had been  t a k e n  o v e r  by S o v i e t - t r a i n e d  o f f i c e r s ,  
many of w h o m  were J e w s ;  and a commission of i n q u i r y  
headed by a S o v i e t - t r a i n e d  Jew blamed Moczar f o r  t h e  
K i e l c e  defeat .  I n  making common c a u s e  w i t h  t h e  v e t e r a n s  
of t h e  non-Communist H o m e  Army a f t e r  1956 Moczar made 
P o l i s h  p a t r i o t i s m  a n  o u t l e t  for h i s  p e r s o n a l  g r i e v a n c e s .  

I n  t h e  immediate post-war y e a r s ,  however Moczar 
had become n o t o r i o u s  for h i s  b r u t a l  and t y r a n n i c a l  
c o n t r o l  of Lodz, where he headed t h e  secret  p o l i c e  (UB). 
A t  t h e  t h i r d  Plenum of t h e  PUWP i n  November 1949,  Moczar 
denounced iies p a r t i s a n  commander, Gomulka, and was re- 
warded w i t h  a number of minor  p o s t s ,  emerging  from 
o b s c u r i t y  i n  August 1956 t o  become M i n i s t e r  of S t a t e  
Farms.  D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  i n  December 1956, Gomulka make 
h i m  v i c e  m i n i s t e r  of i n t e r i o r .  

By mid-1963, Vice M i n i s t e r  Moczar had t a k e n  o v e r  
e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r  from t h e  
i n e f f e c t u a l  M i n i s t e r  Wladyslaw Wicha  and t h e  P a r t i s a n  
f a c t i o n  was rumored t o  have been  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a gen- 
e r a l  'sclean-up" of p e r s o n n e l  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  
o f f i c e s  of Gomulka. P a r t i s a n  power i n c r e a s e d  from mid-1963 
t o  mild.-1965. ! A t  the tCarl,tr;pdl C o m m i t t e e  Plenum of J u l y  1963, 
Roman Zambrowski, a P a r t i s a n  target  s i n c e  t h e  f a l l  of 
1962,  r e s i g n e d  from t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and S e c r e t a r i a t  where 
h e  had  been  i n  charge of P a r t y  c a d r e s .  By t h e  s p r i n g  
of 1964, as p r e p a r a t i o n s  were b e i n g  made for t h e  a l r e a d y  
d e l a y e d  F o u r t h  Congress  of t h e  PUWP, t h e  P a r t i s a n s  were 
g e n e r a l l y  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  of p a r t s  
of t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Defense.  P a r t i s a n s  t h e n  s t i l l  h e l d  
o n l y  s e c o n d a r y  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and t h e y  
were weak i n  r e g a r d  t o  c o n t r o l l i n g  economic p l a n n i n g  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  A t  t h e  F o u r t h  Congres s ,  i n  
J u n e  1964,  Ryszard  S t r z e l e c k i ,  a member of t h e  Secre-  
t a r i a t  s i n c e  1960 and l o n g  rumored t o  have t i e s  w i t h  t h e  
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, s h <  , 
P a r t i s a n s ,  was a p p o i n t e d  a c a n d i d a t e  member of t h e  P o l i t -  
b u r o  (a newly c r e a t e d  post  f rom which he  s t e p p e d  t o  f u l l  
membership i n  November 1964) .  The ho ld  of t h e  P a r t i s a n s  
on Gomulka seemed to be increas ing .  In December 1964, 
Moczar became M i n i s t e r  of I n t e r i o r ,  former M i n i s t e r  of 
ZnLerior WYadyslaw Wicha e n t e r e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  w i t h  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s e c u r i t y  a f f a i r s ,  and R y s z a r d  Strze- 
l e e k i . ,  who had been i n  c h a r g e  of s e c u r i t y  a f f a i r s ,  be- 
came r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  cadbe  a f f a i r s .  

After  t h i s  Lhsre was a s e t b a c k  for Moczar. I n  
early 1965, a m i d s t  r u m o r s  of S o v i e t  d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  
n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  P o l i s h  army, t h e r e  was a s h u f f l e  of 
senior p e r s o n n e l  i n  She M i n i s t r y  of Defense .  On 1 J u l y  
1965,  Po1andP:s uni formed i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  troops were 
t r a n s f p r r e d  from the M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of D e f e n s e ,  a move rumored t o  be  l i n k e d  w i t h  fears  
a r o u s e d  by tho a t t e m p t e d  coup i n  B u l g a r i a .  The d i s m i s s a l  
of Yugoslav Vice P r e s i d e n t  Rankovic  (for hav ing  "buggeds' 
T i t o e s  r e s i d e n c e ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s )  and t h e  p u r g e  of 
t h e  Yugoslav s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  mid-1966 b r o u g h t  a 
p a i n f u l  p a r a l l e l  t o  mind. Warsaw w i t s  saw t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
between Po land  and Yugos lav ia  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Gomulka 
had no t  y e t  found  t h e  mic rophones  u n d e r  h i s  bed. 

I I a t  l eas t  up  
to May 1965 M oczar had been  e n h a n c i n g  h i s  own p o s i t i o n  
by p u t t i n g  his a d h e r e n t s  i n t o  v a r i o u s  government jobs.  
P e r s o n n e l  had been  f r e e l y  exchanged between t h e  C e n t r a l  
C o m m i t t e e  a p p a r a t u s  and t h e  S e c u r i t y  S e r v i c e  (UB). 

s t a t e d  t h a t  UB p e r s o n n e l  or a g e n t s  were t a k -  m F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y ' s  d e p a r t m e n t s  a t  t h e  working  
l e v e l ,  one!bg ,oneC I n  a more s i n i s t e r  v e i n ,  he r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  Moczar had i n t r o d u c e d  a u d i o  s u r v e i l l a n c e  of t h e  
o f f i c e s  and homes of impor tan t  p e o p l e  and t h a t  t h e i r  
secretaries were p a s s i n g  on " p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  samplings ' '  

, t o  Moczar. 

The a p p a r e n t  t empora ry  h a l t  i n  t h e  r i s e  of Moczar's 
p a r t y  f o r t u n e s  i n  1965-1966 may have p a r t l y  r e f l e c t e d  a 
change  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t a k e n  by P a r t y  S e c r e t a r y  and P o l i t -  
buro m e m b e r  Rysza rd  S t r z e l e c k i .  Var ious  contemporary  

I I 



s o u r c e s  c l a imed  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  removal  of Zambrowski, 
J e w i s h  Muscovi te  t u r n e d  l i b e r a l ,  and t h e  promot ion  of 
S t r z e l e c k i ,  a commander of t h e  Warsaw U p r i s i n g  and a 
h a r d - l i n e r  e v e r  s i n c e ,  i n  1963-1964, t h e  P a r t i s a n s  
" t u r n e d  t o  t h e  peop le"  and t e m p o r a r i l y  abandoned t h e i r  
attempts to advance w i t h i n  :the P a r t y  s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f .  
The subsequen t  i n t e n s e  P a r t i s a n  a c t i v i t y  i n  mass organ- 
i z a t i o n s  and on  a b road  propaganda f r o n t  sugges ts  t h a t  
t h i s  may have happened b u t  d o e s  not  e x p l a i n  i t .  A c -  
c o r d i n g  t o  some r e p o r t s ,  S t r z e l e c k i  t u r n e d  h i s  back  on 
t h e  P a r t i s a n s  when he was co-opted i n t o  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
i n  1964 and threw i n  h i s  l o t  w i t h  t h a t  of t h e  Gomulka 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  D e s p i t e  h i s  l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  anti-Gomulka 
N a t o l i n i s t  f a c t i o n ,  S t r z e l e c k i  had been h o s t  t o  Gomulka 
and  h i s  f a m i l y  d u r i n g  t h e  war and t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  t i e s  
were s t r o n g .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s imi la r  bonds t i e d  Strze- 
l e c k i  and Moczar and i t  had p r e v i o u s l y  been  g e n e r a l l y  
assumed t h a t  Moczar c o u l d  c o u n t  on S t r z e l e c k i ' s  vote  
i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  i f  t h e  issue were Moczar's promotion.  
I t  is u n c l e a r ,  however, t o  what e x t e n t  P a r t y  S e c r e t a r y  
S t c z e l e c k i  c o o p e r a t e d  w i t h  Moczar i n  p l a c i n g  c a d r e s  i n  
t h e  lower-level p o s i t i o n s  of t h e  a p p a r a t .  

R e p o r t s  f r o m  mid-1965 on  no ted  t h e  P a r t i s a n -  
i n s p i r e d  pu rge  of t h e  S p o r t  and Tourism o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
a s t e p  d i r e c t e d  a t  propaganda  m a n i p u l a t i o n  of P o l i s h  
emigree  c e n t e r s .  R e p o r t s  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1965 spoke  
of t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  of "Mr. Mieczyslaw" 
(Moczar) and of h i s  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  F r o n t  of 
N a t i o n a l  Un i ty  t h r o u g h  whose p r o v i n c i a J  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
Moczar was i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  loca l  u n i t s  of t h e  Uni ted  
P e a s a n t  P a r t y  and Democratic P a r t y .  

I n  J a n u a r y  1966,  Moczar was b e i n g  descr ibed a s  a 
" P o l i s h  T i t o . "  An American j o u r n a l i s t  , s u r v e y i n g  t h e  
P o l i s h  s c e n e  i n  F e b r u a r y  1966,  was s t r u c k  by t h e  color- 
f u l  and v i t a l  f i g u r e  of Moczar a g a i n s t  a g r a y  and s t a t i c  
background--at  t h e  T e l e v i s i o n  ActorOs B a l l ,  a t  t h e  p r e m i e r e  
of a major P o l i s h  f i l m ,  w r i t i n g  h i s  own book on h i s  war- 
time e x p e r i e n c e s ,  p r e a c h i n g  t o  v e t e r a n s  g r o u p s ,  making 
direct  c o n t a c t  w i t h  wri ters  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  go ing  t o  
see t h e  p l a y  "Tango" by t h e  a v a n t  g a r d e  Slawomir Mrozek. 
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dn May 1966,  f o l l o w i n g  m a l a d r o i t  measures by Gomulka 
a g a i n s t  t h e  Church i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P o l i s h  
m i l  l en ium c e l e b r a t , i o n s ,  o n e  i n f o r m a n t  even  no ted  t h a t  
many C a t h o l i c s  p u t  t h e i r  hopes  i n  Moczar, a d d i n g :  TvIt  
is e a s y  t o  e x p e c t  someth ing  of Moczar because, a c t u a l l y ,  
noboklp knows what he r e a l l y  p l a n s  and t h i n k s m f V  C e r -  
t a i n l y ,  by t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  r e n e g a d e  C a t h o l i c  PAX g r o u p ,  
unde r  t h e  former f a s c i s t  Bo les l aw P i a s e c k i .  w a s  r i d i n p  
t h e  P a r t i s a n  c o a t t a i l s .  I n  November 1966,  t h e  

lwho c l a imed  
' P a r t i s a n  (IC was n o t  a f a c t i o n ,  h e ' c l a i m e d ,  b u t  pva 
s t a t e  of mindv') and a f r i e n d  of Moczar, a t t e m p t e d  t o  
c o n v i n c e  a n  American o f f i c i a l  t h a t  Moczar and t h e  Par t -  
i s a n s  were a s i g n i f i c a n t  force among t h e  l i b e r a l s ,  a l -  
though he a d m i t t e d  t h a t  b e i n g  M i n i s t e r  of I n t e r i o r  was 
a d l s a d v a n t a g e o u s  spot  for a l i b e r a l  t o  be i n ,  Never- 
t h e l e s s ,  ht? s a i d ,  Moczar wanted t o  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h i s  
p o s i t i o n  "lest t h e  M i n i s t r y  f a l l  i n t o  more conse rva -  
t i v e  hands.  '' 

One of t h e  s t r o n g e s t  c a r d s  i n  Moczar's hand, 
i n t r o d u c i n g  a Tammany H a l l  e l emen t  i n t o  h i s  b i d  for 
power, was h i s  c o n t r o l ,  s i n c e  1956, of t h e  Union of 
F i g h t e r s  for Freedom and Democracy (Zwiazek Bojownikow 
o Wolnosc i Demokracje,  ZBOWZD). With a q u a r t e r  m i l -  
l i o n  members, i n c l u d i n g  v e t e r a n s  of t h e  non-Communist 
H o m e  Army, ZBOWID c o n t r o l l e d  m i l i t a r y  d e c o r a t i o n s ,  had 
large f u n d s  a t  i ts  d i s p o s a l ,  and e n s u r e d  v a r i o u s  p r i v i -  
leges f o r  its members. I n  t h e  10 y e a r s  p r e c e d i n g  mid- 
1967, d e c o r a t i o n s  for wart ime s e r v i c e  (which e n t i t l e d  
t h e  bearers t o  25 p e r c e n t  h i g h e r  p e n s i o n s  when t h e y  re- 
t i r e d )  had been  awarded t o  220,000 p e r s o n s .  I n  t h e  y e a r s  1960 
t o  1965,  ZROWID had d i s b u r s e d  50 m i l l i o n  z l o t y s  i n  
re l ief  payments  to members who needed h e l p .  

By mid-1967, t h e  P a r t . i s a n s  were c r e d i t e d  w i t h  
s t r o n g  i n f i l t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  organs and m i l i t i a  
and w i t h  hav ing  p e o p l e  i n  l e a d i n g  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  armed 
forces,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  among f i e l d  o f f i ce r s ,  and i n  t h e  
Main P o l i t i c a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t h e  p r e s s  depa r tmen t  
of t h e  Defense M i n i s t r y .  P a r t i s a n  v iews  were r e p r e s e n t e d  
i n  t h e  Warsaw w e e k l i e s  K u l t u r a ,  Z o l n i e r z  Wolnosci ,  and  
S t o l i c a .  P a r t i s a n  i n f l u e n c e  over t h e  mass media ex tended  



i n t o  P o l i s h  r a d i o  and e s p e c i a l l y  P o l i s h  t e l e v i s i o n .  
And t h e  P a r t i s a n s  were c r e d i t e d  w i t h  c o n t r o l  of 15 t o  
20 percent of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e .  T h e i r  sole  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e ,  i f  s u c h  he was,  i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  w a s  Ryszard  
S t r z e l e c k i .  

C i e r e k  and t h e  T e c h n o c r a t s  
__I--Ic- 

T h e  " t h i r d  man" ( w i t h  Gomulka and Moczar) i n  
e v e r y  s t o r y  of s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  P o l i s h  l e a d e r s h i p  was 
Edward Gie rek .  An i n f o r m a n t  who o b s e r v e d ,  i n  August 
1967,  t h a t  Moczarss p o s i t i o n  was o v e r e s t i m a t e d  abroad  
and t h a t  he "had no i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  o rgan iza t iona l  
s e c t i o n  [ t h a t  is ,  t h e  C a d r e s  A f f a i r s  Depar tment ]  of t h e  
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e , "  added t h a t  G i e r e k  was i n  v e r y  
s o l i d  p o s i t i o n , "  a man "everybody had t o  t a k e  i n t o  ac- 
c o u n t , "  a man w i t h o u t  whom "it would be i m p o s s i b l e  t o  
s e t t l e  Gomulka's s u c c e s s i o n . ' y  Born i n  Poland  i n  1913,  
G i e r e k  e m i g r a t e d  t o  F r a n c e  when h e  was 13 y e a r s  o l d .  
H e  j o i n e d  t h e  F rench  Communist P a r t y  i n  1931 and t h e  
B e l g i a n  Communist P a r t y  i n  1935,  A f t e r  f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  
res i s tance  t h e r e ,  G i e r e k  became cha i rman of t h e  N a t i o n a l  
C o u n c i l  of P o l e s  i n  Belgium a f t e r  t h e  war, r e t u r n i n g  t o  
Poland  i n  1948. H e  was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  
i n  1954,  t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  i n  March 1956,  and t o  t h e  
P o l i t b u r o  i n  J u l y  1956. Tn Oc tobe r  1956,  G i e r e k  
a c q u i r e d  prominence  by c a l l i n g  f o r  a recess of a Sejm 
(ParLiament )  s e s s i o n  (a t  which PUWP members were v o t i n g  
on b o t h  s i d e s  of t h e  same i s s u e )  and t a k i n g  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  
i n  conven ing  a P o l i t b u r o  s e s s i o n  t o  r e impbse  d i s c i p l i n e .  
H e  w a s  dropped from t h e  P o l i t b u r o  a f t e r  Gomulka's re- 
sumpt ion  of power and r e i n s t a t e d  a s  a member a t  t h e  
T h i r d  PUWP Congress i n  March 1959. H e  l e f t  t h e  Secre-  
t a r i a t  a t  t h e  F o u r t h  Congres s  i n  J u n e  1964. G i e r e k  h a s  
been  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  Katowice VBivodship pro-  
v i n c i a l  a p p a r a t u s  s i n c e  March 1957,  (A r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  f0270,000 s t rongcq  Katowice p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n - - o u t  of 
a t o t a l  P a r t y  membership of a l i t t l e  o v e r  t w o  m i l l i o n - -  
a p p e a r s  i n  e v e r y  G i e r e k  speech . )  Because of h i s  t i e s  t o  
t h e  P o l i s h  Communists who had e m i g r a t e d  t o  F r a n c e  and t o  
t h e  m i n e r s ,  t h e  " P r a e t o r i a n  Guard" of t h e  PUWP, and be- 



, S E k '  , 

c a u s e  of h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s k i l l  and f o r  
r e l y i n g  on  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  i n  h i s  a r e a ,  
G i e r e k  c a n  c o u n t  on c o n s i d e r a b l e  popu la r  b a c k i n g  d e s p i t e  
h i s  sometimes d o c t r i n a i r e  approach  t o  p o l i t i c s  and ideo-  
l o g y .  Katowice is t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  economic a r e a  i n  
P o l a n d .  G i e r e k  h a s  q u i e t l y  used  h i s  s t r e n g t h  t o  p l a c e  
c lose c o l l a b o r a t o r s  i n  o t h e r  p r o v i n c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  (e.g. 
S z c z e c i n  and Poznan) and i n  c e n t r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( e . g .  ~ 

t h e  S o c i a l i s t  Youth Union) .  G ie rek  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  
PUWP i n  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  Western European p a r t i e s ,  h a s  f i g -  
u r e d  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  Plenum m e e t i n g s  and Congress  p r e p a r a -  
t i o n s ,  and h a s  t r a v e l l e d  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Union on a number 
of o c c a s i o n s ,  e , g . ,  a s  a member of t h e  five-man d e l e g a t i o n  
t o  tlie T w e n t y t h i r d  CPSU Congres s  i n  1966, 

When Katowice was p r e s e n t e d  a s  a model f o r  economic 
r e f o r m  a t  t h e  November 1964 plenum, Gie rek  came t o  be re- 
ga rded  as GomulkaP s 'vCrown P r i n c e  @ " Technocra t  s u p p o r t e r s  
of Moczar i n  J a n u a r y  1965 were numbering G i e r e k  among t h e  
P a r t i s a n s ,  p o i n t i n g  to G i e r e k ' s  e l i m i n a t i o n  of J e w s  from 
t h e  Katowice p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  and h i s  a l l e g e d  d e f i a n c e  of 
Gomulka. I n  t h i s  r e g a r d  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  G i e r e k  d i d  re- 
f u s e  t h e  c h a i r m a n s h i p  of t h e  P l a n n i n g  commission of t h e  
C o u n c i l  of M i n i s t e r s  i n  1964 on t h e  g e n e r a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
t h a t  he would come t o  Warsaw o n l y  a s  P a r t y  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y .  
Despi te  t h e  s t i l l  r e c u r r i n g  rumors  of a Gierek-Moczar 
c o a l i t i o n ,  i t  is f a i r l y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  G ie rek  k e p t  t h e  P a r t -  
i s a n s  o u t  of Katowice. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, r e p o r t s  of 
i m p l a c a b l e  o p p o s i t i o n  between G i e r e k  and Moczar a l s o  l a c k  
c o n f i r m a t i o n .  I n d e e d ,  t h e i r  two " f a c t i o n s "  are t o  a g r e a t  
e x t e n t  o v e r l a p p i n g ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  d e r i v i n g  from G i e r e k ' s  
a c c e s s  t o  a h i g h e r  e c h e l o n  of t h e  P a r t y  and t o  Moczar ' s  
dependence  on t h e  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s  and t h e  low- leve l  
a p p a r a t c h i k s .  The r e p o r t s  of d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  based v e r y  
l a r g e l y  on  d o c t r i n a l  d i s p u t e s  between what may be se l f -  
a p p o i n t e d  spokesmen f o r  t h e  T e c h n o c r a t s  and t h e  P a r t i s a n s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  P o l i t y k a  on t h e  one hand and --- K u l t u r a  nn  t h e  
o t h e r .  

D i s s i d e n c e  

B e f o r e  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  p l a y  of forces  i n  1968,  i t  is 
n e c e s s a r y  a l s o  t o  d e s c r i b e  P o l i s h  d i s s i d e n c e  a s  d i s t i n -  



g u i s h e d  from t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  of a p p a r a t s ,  f a c t i o n s ,  and 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  D i s s i d e n c e ,  w h i l e  i t  may sway t h o s e  who 
have power and mayt i n  r a r e  i n s t a n c e s ,  provoke r e b e l l i o n ,  
is t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of oppos ing  v a l u e s  by t h o s e  who are 
themse lves  w i t h o u t  power. I n  Poland  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  
C h u r c h ,  t h e  wr i te rs  (including many who a r e  P a r t y  m e m b e r s ) ,  
and t h e  s t u d e n t s  (most of whom are n o t  P a r t y  members). 
Another  approach  would be t o  d e f i n e  d i s s i d e n c e  i n  terms '  
of t h e  v a l u e s  e x p r e s s e d ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  
terms of t h o s e  who e x p r e s s  t h e s e  v a l u e s ,  Such v a l u e s ,  
a g a i n s t  t h e  background of a Communist a p p a r a t  s t a t e ,  
are most o f t e n  freedom of s p e e c h  and assembly ,  i n d i v i -  
d u a l  l i b e r t y ,  and p o l i t i c a l  democracy. O t h e r  f o r m s  of 
d i s s i d e n c e  c a n  be found i n  Poland-- the anarcho-syn- 
d i c a l i s m  of s t u d e n t s  Kuron and Modzelewski and t h e  
S t a l i n i s m  of Albanian-based Kazimierz Mijal  , f o r  example-- 
b u t  t h e s e  are  of l i t t l e  r e l e v a n c e .  With t h e  o u t r i g h t  
r e j e c t i o n  of Marxism-Leninism or soc ia l i sm r u l e d  o u t  by 
t h e  imposed S o v i e t  and P a r t y  hegemony, t h e  most meaning- 
f u l  d i s s i d e n c e  is r e v i s i o n i s m .  

I t  is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of Gomulkaism, w h i c h  i n -  
c l u d e s  t h e  a u t o c r a t i c  s u p p r e s s i o n  of any  d e b a t e  of t h e  
i s s u e s ,  t h a t  w h i l e  Po land  h a s  produced some of t h e  m o s t  
i n s i g h t f u l  r e v i s i o n i s t  t h inke r s - - such  a s  Leszek  Kolako- 
wski-- the r e v i s i o n i s t s  have  n o t  been  p e r m i t t e d  t o  r e t a i n  
a f a c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y ,  The Pulawian  r e v i s i o n i s t s  
i n  t h e  March 1959 ( T h i r d  Congress )  P o l i t b u r o  and Secre- 
t a r i a t  had a l l  been  removed by 1963--Jerzy Morawski from 
the P o l i t b u r o  i n  November 1959 and from t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  
i n  J a n u a r y  1960,  J e r z y  A l b r e c h t  from t h e  Secretar ia t  i n  
J a n u a r y  1961, and Wladyslaw Matwin from t h e , ' B e c r e t a r i a t  
i n  November 1963, The removal of S t a l i n i s t - t u r n e d - r e -  
v i s  i o n  is t Zambr owsk i from bo th  Po 1 i t  bur  o and Secret ar i a  t 
i n  J u l y  1963 h a s  been  n o t e d  above. Kolakowski was 
e x p e l l e d  from t h e  P a r t y  i n  1966. And t h e  l a s t  of t h e  
r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  Adam S c h a f f ,  Wilhelm B i l l i g ,  and S t e f a n  
Z i o l k i e w s k i  were t o  be removed from t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  
i n  1968. These  l a s t  s u r v i v o r s  had n o t  formed a P a r t y  
f a c t i o n  b u t  t h e y  were cha rged  w i t h  hav ing  encouraged ,  
from w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y ,  t h e  d i s s i d e n c e  of t h e  writers and 
s t u d e n t s .  I t  was t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of t h i s  d i s s i d e n c e  
w h i c h  was t o  s p a r k  t h e  e v e n t s  of 1968, 



"THE STIGMA OF REVOLUTION" 

- From t h e  Mideas t  War, 1967 ,  t o  t h e  March "Coup," 1968 

One of t h e  t a b o o s  on which t h e  Gomulka sys t em de- 
pended concerned  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  J e w i s h  
P a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  who c o n t i n u e d  t o  occupy a number of key  
p o s i t i o n s  below t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and S e c r e t a r i a t  l e v e l  u n t i l  
1967.  When p o p u l a r  sympathy f o r  t h e  I s r a e l i s  a t  t h e  t i m e  
of the Mideas t  War i n  1967 c l a s h e d  w i t h  Gomulka 's  l o y a l  
a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  pro-Arab l i n e  of  t h e  S o v i e t  B l o c ,  Gomulka 
h i m s e l f  broke  t h i s  t a b o o .  T h i s  b reak  p rov ided  t h e  open- 
i n g  f o r  which  the  l o n g - f r u s t r a t e d  P a r t i s a n s  had been  
w a i t i n g ;  b u t  more t h a n  t h i s  seems t o  have been i n v o l v e d .  
T h e r e  is e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  Mideas t  War, even  p r i o r  t o  
any  p o p u l a r  r e a c t i o n  t o  i t ,  b rough t  r e a l  shock and r e a l  
f e a r  i n t o  P o l i s h  p o l i t i c s .  One m i n i s t e r  of t h e  govern-  
ment s a i d  on t h e  day h o s t i l i t i e s  began t h a t  " w e  c o u l d  
become b e l l i g e r e n t  a t  any t i m e . "  H e  f o r e s a w  P o l i s h  p a r t i -  
c i p a t i o n  i n  a g e n e r a l  war i n  Europe a n d ' t h i s ,  h e  a d m i t t e d ,  
would be d i s a s t r o u s .  O f f i c i a l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a b r o a d  were 
i n s t r u c t e d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of c l a s s i f i e d  m a t e r i a l  
and c o n c e r n i n g  n o t i f i c a t i o n s  t o  be g i v e n  t o  P o l i s h  n a t i o n a l s  
i n  t h e  a r e a .  The s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  one o f f i c i a l  s t a t e d ,  
were " p r e p a r i n g  for war ."  T h i s  o f f i c i a l  war scare a p p a r -  
e n t l y  l a s t e d  o n l y  a few h o u r s ,  b u t  i t  seems c r e d i b l e  t o  
suppose  t h a t  i t  e n e r g i z e d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  o v e r r e a c t i o n  t o  
c e l e b r a t i o n s  of t h e  I s r a e l i  v i c t o r y .  

A P o l i s h  P a r t y  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  i n t e r v i e w e d  i n  August 
1967, r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  I s r a e l i  
v i c t o r y  had been a wave of n a t i o n a l i s t  and  a n t i - S o v i e t  
f e e l i n g  among m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  and i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of 
I n t e r i o r .  These e l e m e n t s  drew t h e  l e s s o n  t h a t  P o l i s h  
dependence on t h e  S o v i e t  Union m u s t  be r e d u c e d .  On 19 
J u n e  1967 ,  Gomulka d e l i v e r e d  h i s  f a t e f u l  s p e e c h  abou t  t h e  
Bloc  i n t e n t i o n  t o  make a " s t r o n g  and f i r m  r e p l y  t o  I s r a e l i  
a g g r e s s i o n .  I t  A l l u d i n g  t o  " v i c t o r y  c e l e b r a t i o n s "  and " f i f t h  
c o l u f n n i s t s , "  h e  warned a g a i n s t  p r o - I s r a e l i  s e n t i m e n t  i n  
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P o l a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  P a r t y .  One s u c h  c e l e b r a t i o n ,  
a l l e g e d l y  c i t e d  i n  a M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r  r e p o r t  t o  
Gomulka, was h e l d  a t  a b i r t h d a y  p a r t y  f o r  Major G e n e r a l  
Czeslaw Mankiewicz.  The 28 August i s s u e  of  Trybuna Ludu 
conf i rmed  t h a t  Mankiewicz had been removed from h i s  post  
a s  commander of t h e  a i r  d e f e n s e  f o r c e s .  A commit tee  headed 
by M i n i s t e r  of  I n t e r i o r  Moczar was r e p o r t e d l y  i n v e s t i g a t -  
i n g  a l m o s t  50 g e n e r a l s  and s e n i o r  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of Defense  and a n  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  18 August issue of  t h e  
m i n i s t r y ' s  d a i l y  Z o l n i e r z  Wolnosci c a l l e d  f o r  i d e o l o g i c a l  
v i g i l a n c e  i n  t h e  armed f o r c e s .  By August t h e  purge  had 
s p r e a d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  media and t h e  M i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  
A f f a i r s .  Jews and d e f e n d e r s  o f  I s r a e l ' s  r i g h t  t o  e x i s t  
who were removed i n  December 1967 i n c l u d e d  Leon Kasman, 
e d i t o r - i n - c h i e f  o f  t h e  P a r t y  d a i l y  Trybuna Ludu, J a n u s z  
Z a r z y c k i ,  Chairman of t h e  Warsaw N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l ,  and 
S t a n i s l a w  Kociolek,  who was r e p l a c e d  a s  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  
of t h e  Warsaw C i t y  P a r t y  C o m m i t t e e  by J o z e f  Kepa. Also 
i n  December, a known Moczar s u p p o r t e r ,  J a n  P t a s i n s k i ,  was 
p o s t e d  a s  P o l i s h  ambassador  t o  Moscow. T h e  P a r t y  s c h o o l  
o f f i c i a l  who p r o v i d e d  t h e  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  of a p p a r a t s  u s e d  
above s t a t e d  t h a t ,  even  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Mideas t  War, Gomulka 
had promised  Moczar a s e a t  i n  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  and had 
c h a r g e d  S t r z e l e c k i  w i t h  a g e n e r a l  " c l e a n s i n g "  of t h e  P a r t y .  
Some P o l i s h  i n f o r m a n t s  h y p o t h e s i z e d  t h a t  Gomulka was 
c y n i c a l l y  e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  " Z i o n i s t "  i s s u e  t o  g e n e r a t e  
p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  for a pu rge  of a n t i - S o v i e t  e l e m e n t s .  

The l o s s  of' such  s u p p o r t e r s  a s  Kasman and Koc io lek  
c o u l d  n o t  b u t  weaken Gomulka ' s  own p o s i t i o n ,  however ,  
and b y  t h e  end of 1967 younger  P a r t y  members were r e p o r t -  
e d l y  p u s h i n g  € o r  a n  e a r l y  C o n g r e s s ,  p r e f e r a b l y  i n  March 
1 9 6 8 ,  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  d i s a r r a y  caused  by t h e  
Mideas t  War, t o  remove head o f  s t a t e  Edward Ochab and 
r e p l a c e  him w i t h  Gomulka o r  Cyrank iewicz ,  and t o  g a i n  
f u l l  P o l i t b u r o  membership f o r  Moczar.  As e a r l y  a s  J anu-  
a r y  1967 ,  Moczar s u p p o r t e r s  had been c o n f i d e n t l y  p r e d i c t -  
i n g  t h a t  Defense  M i n i s t e r  S p y c h a l s k i  w o u l d  r e p l a c e  Ochab,  
a move which w o u l d  r i d  them of  a long- t ime f a c t i o n a l  
r i v a l ,  Ochab, and s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  b r e a k  Gromuka's p e r s o n a l  
ho ld  on t h e  m i l i t a r y .  When t h i s  s t e p  f i n a l l y  was t a k e n ,  
i n  A p r i l  1968 ,  known UB a g e n t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  younger P a r t y  
l e a d e r s  had been a g i t a t i n g  f o r  S p y c h a l s k i ' s  removal  f o r  
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some t i m e ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  S p y c h a l s k i  had "we11 c o n c e a l e d  his 
J e w i s h  o r i g i n , "  b u t  "new e v i d e n c e  had been uncovered  and 
made  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  a u t h o r i t i e s . "  I f  Gomulka 
had promised  s u c h  a move, he had a l s o  t a k e n  a c t i o n  t o  
m i t i g a t e  i ts  e f f e c t s .  On 2 1  November 1967 ,  Edward G i e r e k ,  
a s  cha i rman  of t h e  Sejm N a t i o n a l  Defense  Commission, 
proposed  a new dePense  law c r e a t i n g  a N a t i o n a l  Defense  
C o m m i t t e e  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  C o u n c i l  of  M i n i s t e r s .  T h i s  law 
s u b o r d i n a t e d  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of D e f e n s e ,  a s  d e p u t y  cha i rman 
of t h e  committee,  t o  t h e  Chairman of  t h e  Counc i l  of M i n i s t e r s ,  
a s  cha i rman of t h e  committee, s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  
power o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of Defense .  

A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  p u r p o r t  of  t h e  maneuvering i n  Po land  
was a l m o s t  a s  o b s c u r e  t o  t h e  S o v i e t s  a s  t o  Western a n a l y s t s .  
A P o l i s h  ambassador  r e p o r t e d  i n  J a n u a r y  1968 from a p o s t  
a b r o a d  t h a t  he  had been " v i r t u a l l y  i n t e r r o g a t e d "  by 
S o v i e t  o f f i c i a l s  there  c o n c e r n i n g  " t h i s  P o l i s l i  a f f a i r "  
and t h e  f a t e  of Gomulka. I n  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  Dubcek had 
r e p l a c e d  Novotny and t h e  S o v i e t  leaders  were i n  no mood 
f o r  f u r t h e r  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  Bloc. Brezhnev ,  Kosygin ,  and  
Podgornyy made a n  " u n o f f i c i a l "  v i s i t  t o  Poland  on 12-14 
J a n u a r y  1968 and t a l k e d  w i t h  Gomulka, Ochab, Cyrank iewicz ,  
and  Kl i szko .  The v i s i t  had a l l  t h e  ea rmarks  of  an  u r g e n t  
S o v i e t  i n t e r v e n t  i o n  i n  Pol  i s h  i n t e r n a  1 a f f a i r s .  The ex-  
p e c t e d  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  P o l i s h  P o l i t b u r o  and government d i d  
n o t  t a k e  p l a c e .  

A s  a c o r o l l a r y  t o  t h e  purges i n  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  
t h e  s t a t e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  t h e r e  was a 
f u r t h e r  t i g h t e n i n g  of  t h e  s c r e w s  on t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  
I n  t h e  f a l l  of  1967 ,  h a r s h  s e n t e n c e s  were meted o u t  t o  
Nina Karsow, for k e e p i n g  a f i l e  o f  t h e  P a r i s  emigre j o u r -  
n a l  K u l t u r a ,  and t o  J a n u s z  S z p o t a n s k i ,  f o r  p e r f o r m i n g  a n  
u n p u b l i s h e d  s k i t  p r i v a t e l y  a t  home. I n  J a n u a r y  1968 ,  
pe r fo rmance  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  drama Dziady ( F o r e f a t h e r s )  
was banned because  of t h e  a n t i - S o v i e t  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  a u d i -  
e n c e .  A P t e r  t h e  l a s t  pe r fo rmance ,  300 s t u d e n t s  marched 
i n  p r o t e s t ,  50 were a r r e s t e d ,  and two of t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  
o f  t h e  march were e x p e l l e d  from Warsaw U n i v e r s i t y .  Over 
200 members of t h e  Warsaw b ranch  of  t h e  P o l i s h  Writers 
Union p e t i t i o n e d  for a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  mee t ing  t o  d i s c u s s  
t h e  Dziady ban.  A t  t h e  t w o  day  m e e t i n g  which opened on 
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29 F e b r u a r y ,  a t t e n d e d  by 500 wri ters  and c h a i r e d  by J e r z y  
P u t r a m e n t ,  a p a r t y  i n s p i r e d  "compromise" r e s o l u t i o n  was 
r e , j e c t e d  by 100  v o t e s  and a second  r e s o l u t i o n ,  d r a f t e d  
by t h e  wr i te rs  and demanding r e s u m p t i o n  of pe r fo rmances  
of Dz iady ,  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  c e n s o r s h i p ,  and wr i te r  p a r t i -  
c i p a t i o n  i n  d r a f t i n g  c u l t u r a l  p o l i c y ,  was p a s s e d  i n  
s e c r e t  b a l l o t  even  though  t h e  writ ,ers were warned t h a t  
Gomullta w o u l d  t a k e  it a s  a p e r s o n a l  a f f r o n t .  Encouraged 
by t h e  wri ters '  s u p p o r t ,  a s t u d e n t  mee t ing  t o  p r o t e s t  
t h e  e x p u l s i o n  of t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  of t h e  s t u d e n t  march was 
c a l l e d  €o r  8 March. 

On 28  F e b r u a r y  t h e  E l e v e n t h  Plenum of t h e  C e n t r a l  
C o m m i t t e e  had ended w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  of  a r e s o l u t i o n  
conven ing  t h e  F i f t h  P a r t y  Congres s  f o r  t h e  f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  
of 1968.  On 6 March, Gomulka, Cyrank iewicz ,  R a p a c k i ,  
S p y c h a l s k i ,  and Wojciech J a r u z e l s k i  (Chief  o f  S t a f f  and 
f u t u r e  M i n i s t e r  of Defense )  d e p a r t e d  for a Warsaw P a c t  
mee t ing  i n  S o f i a ,  where  t h e y  were j o i n e d  by K l i s z k o ,  
coming f rom a n o t h e r  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  Budapes t .  T h i s  d e l e -  
g a t i o n  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  u n t i l  8 March. 

The m a t t e r  of t h e  6 March "coup" s h o u l d  be d e a l t  
w i t h  b e f o r e  t r a c i n g  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t  d i s s i d -  
e n c e  i n t o  a p p a r a t  r e v o l t .  Al though r u m o r s  of  a coup a t -  
t empt  a r e  t e n u o u s  and have  n e v e r  been s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  it 
is t rue  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  r e g i o n a l  t r o o p  commanders were re- 
a s s i g n e d  i n  l i t t l e  o v e r  a month a f t e r  t h e  rumored coup.  
I t  is t h u s  l i k e l y  t h a t  some.one, p o s s i b l y  Gomulka, d i d  
b e l i e v e  t h e  rumors ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  found them too c r e d i b l e  
t o  i g n o r e .  

A 15 March a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Mocza r -o r i en ted  -- Prawo i 
Z y c i e  made p u b l i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a p u t a t i v e  coup d ' e t a t .  
Al though t h i s  was l a t e r  d i s m i s s e d  a s  e d i t o r i a l  h y p e r b o l e ,  
t h e  rumors  p e r s i s t e d .  On 25 March, t h e  e d i t o r  of  

L E A  c i had moved toward  a coup w h i l e  \'Gomulka was i n  
S o f i a ,  b u t  had been  p r e v e n t e d  by t h e  army. O t h e r  rumors 
spoke  of a n  army a l e r t  i n  t h e  Warsaw a r e a  c a l l e d  t o  p r e -  
v e n t  a coup on 6 March. The re  were r e c u r r e n t  r u m o r s  t h a t  
Moczar had been i n  Moscow i n  t h e  second week of March when 
t h e  s t u d e n t  d i s t u r b a n c e s  began.  Another  rumor was t h a t  

I s t a t e d  p r i v a t e l y  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  Moczar a n  
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Moczar had g o t t e n  i n  t r o u b l e  a f t e r  p o l i c e  moves t a k e n  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  s t u d e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and  t h a t  c e r t a i n  
g e n e r a l s  ( o n l y  Jozef K u r o p i e s k a ,  Commandant of t h e  G e n e r a l  
S t a f P  Academy, was named i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n )  had saved  
him. Another  s t o r y  was t h a t  t r o o p s  of t h e  6 t h  A i r b o r n e  
D i v i s i o n ,  under  B r i g a d i e r  Genera l  Edwin R o z l u b i r s k i ,  s e n t  
i n t o  Krakow t o  s u p p r e s s  s t u d e n t s ,  had j o i n e d  them--a 
c o r o l l a r y  rumor\ be ing  t h a t  R o z l u b i r s k i  h i m s e l f  had d e t e r -  
mined t o  suppor ' t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i f  e x c e s s i v e  measures were 
t a k e n  a g a i n s t  t hem.  F i n a l l y , A z ]  w i t h  bo th  P a r t y  
a n d  m i l i t a r y  c o n t a c t s  r e p o r t e  e end of J u l y ,  i n  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a n  a l l e g e d l y  s tormy P o l i t b u r o  mee t ing  
convened on 22  J u l y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  Czechoslovak q u e s t i o n ,  
t h a t  s e n i o r  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  were d i v i d e d  on t h e  Czech 
i s s u e  a l s o ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  wanted t o  a v o i d  e x p r e s -  
s i n g  an  o p i n i o n ,  " f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f  had com- 
promised  i t s e l P  by backing  Moczar d u r i n g  t h e  March e v e n t s .  I '  

G e n e r a l  S t a f f  back ing  f o r  Moczar would be a s s u r e d ,  
, o n l y  if t h e  Czechos lovak  expe r imen t  w 

t o  succeed .  w i t h  a c c e s s  t o  
S o v i e t  C e n t r a l  CommiLtee o f f i c i a l s  r e s i o n s i b l e  for Poland  
s t a t e d  i n  1969 t h a t  Gomulka 's  f e a r  of a Mocza r - in sp i r ed  
coup was a major  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  d e c i s i o n  t o  i n t e r -  
vene  i n  Czechos lovak ia .  

On 3 A p r i l - - p r i o r  t o  t h e  r ep lacemen t  of  Ochab by 
Spychalsk i - -Major  G e n e r a l  Czeslaw Waryszak w a s  removed 
f rom command of t h e  Warsaw M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t ,  which c o v e r s  
a l l  o f  E a s t e r n  P o l a n d ,  and named t o  t h e  minor  j o b  of 
i n s p e c t o r  of b a s e s  and  equipment s t o r e s .  B r i g a d i e r  Genera l  
J o z e f  S t a b e l s k i ,  Commander of t h e  Pomeranian D i s t r i c t ,  
Nor thwes t  P o l a n d ,  was r e a s s i g n e d .  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  Edwin 
R o z l u b i r s k i  was removed f rom command of t h e  6 t h  A i r b o r n e  
D i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  S i l e s i a n  D i s t r i c t ,  c o v e r i n g  Southwes t  
P o l a n d ,  and  made depu ty  c h i e f  of t r a i n i n g  i n  c h a r g e  of 
a s s a u l t  t r o o p s .  On 12 A p r i l ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r ep lacemen t  
o f  S p y c h a l s k i  by  J a r u z e l s k i  a s  M i n i s t e r  of D e f e n s e ,  Major 
G e n e r a l  Eugeniusz  Molczyk went i n t o  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f ,  
t h u s  l o s i n g  command of t h e  S i l e s i a n  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t ,  
and  Major G e n e r a l  Adam Czaplewski  went from t h e  G e n e r a l  
S t a f f  t o  r e p l a c e  Major General  Jozef Kurop ieska ,  who 
r e t i r e d ,  a s  Commandant of t h e  G e n e r a l  S t a f f  Academy. 
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From S t u d e n t  D i s s i d e n c e  t o  Atmara t  R e v o l t  

Major s t u d e n t  d i s t u r b a n c e s  began on  8 March. No th ing  
l i k e  t h e m  had happened i n  Poland  s i n c e  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  
accompanying t h e  c l o s i n g  of Po P r o s t u  i n  1957 an&, i n  
r e g a r d  t o  magn i tude ,  t h e y  w e r e  u n p a r a l l e l e d  by q n y t h i n g  
w h i c h  had t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  E a s t e r n  Europe i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  
of  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n .  B u t ,  a s  Western a n a l y s t s  
stressed a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n  d i d  n o t  
e x i s t .  The i n i t i a l  s t u d e n t  demands d i d  n o t  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  
P a r t y  hegemony i n  any of i ts  e s s e n t i a l s ;  t h e  s t u d e n t s  d i d  
n o t  s u p p o r t  o r  have t h e  s u p p o r t  of any P a r t y  f a c t i o n ;  and 
t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e ,  though some s o u g h t ,  t h e  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  
of t h e  w o r k e r s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  were 
a n  i m p r e s s i v e  d i s p l a y  of s t u d e n t  d i s c o n t e n t ,  of l i b e r a l  
d i s s i d e n c e .  The p e a c e f u l  p r o t e s t  of 5,000 s t u d e n t s  on 
8 March t u r n e d  v i o l e n t  a f t e r  p r o v o c a t i v e  p o l i c e  i n t e r v e n -  
t i o n .  The n e x t  d a y ,  3 ,000 s t u d e n t s  c l a s h e d  w i t h  p o l i c e  
on Warsaw s t ree ts .  And on 11 March, 10,000 young p e o p l e  
c l a s h e d  w i t h  r i o t  p o l i c e  i n  f r o n t  of Communist P a r t y  head-  
q u a r t e r s  and  a movie t hea t e r  be long ing  t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of 
C u l t u r e  was sacked .  S i m i l a r  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  
L u b l i n ,  Poznan ,  and Krakow on 13 March. 

I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  S o f i a  d e l e -  
g a t i o n  on 8 March, t h e  P o l i t b u r o  went i n t o  s e s s i o n  and 
remained  i n  s e s s i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  cr is is  p e r i o d .  The 
Czech  p a r a l l e l  and t h e  o u s t e r  of Novotny m u s t  have been 
v e r y  much on t h e i r  minds.  The s u s p i c i o n  was widesp read  
t h a t  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  had g o t t e n  o u t  of hand because  
someone wanted them t o ,  t h e  u s u a l  v e r s i o n  b e i n g  t h a t  d i e  
o r d e r  s e r v e d  Moczar and t h e  P a r t i s a n s .  An a l t e r n a t i v e  
and less c r e d i b l e  v e r s i o n  is t h a t  Moczar i n i t i a l l y  re- 
s i s t e d  a P o l i t b u r o  o r d e r  t o  u s e  h i s  p o l i c e ,  knowing t h a t  
p o p u l a r  f e e l i n g  w o u l d  t h e n  g o  a g a i n s t  him. Whatever t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h e i r  " i n i t i a l  a l a r m , "  i t  is r e p o r t e d  
t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  soon  dec ided  t h a t  t e re  w r e a l l y  
no widesp read  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  d e f i a n c e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o r d e r i n g  t h e  u s e  of whatever  f o r c e  
was n e c e s s a r y  t o  p u t  down the  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  t h e  t o p  l e a d -  
e r s h i p  was c a n v a s s i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
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a s s e s s  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  crisis. For  example ,  on 
1 6  March i n  a s p e e c h  i n  Gdansk, S t a n i s l a w  Koc io lek  ob- 
s e r v e d :  "Comrades, when w e  r e p o r t e d  y e s t e r d a y  t o  Comrade 
W i e s l a w  (Gomulka) on  our work i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  
Comrade Wieslaw was much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  our f e a r s  and i n  
our a c t i o n s .  " Meanwhile ,  t h e  p r e s s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  
P a r t i s a n  c a u s e  was , s e i z i n g  upon t h e  s t u d e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  
t o  fu r the r  t h e  a n t i - J e w i s h  p u r g e .  The J e w i s h  i s s u e  was 
r a i s e d , f i r s t  by t h e  PAX d a i l y  Slow0 Powszechne on 11 March, 
and  on t h e  same d a t e  Trybuna Ludu began n o t i n g  t h e  p a r t i -  
c i p a t i o n  of c h i l d r e n  of o f f i c i a l s  i n  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s .  
The 12 March i s s u e  of K u r i e r  P o l s k i ,  a n  o r g a n  of t h e  puppet  
Democra t ic  P a r t y ,  reemphas ized  t h e  " Z i o n i s t "  i s s u e .  T h i s  
d i s t o r t e d  p r e s s  t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  c r e a t e d  
a c r e d i b i l i t y  g a p  which i n c r e a s e d  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  RFE 
a u d i e n c e  and f e d  t h e  f i r e s  of s t u d e n t  p r o t e s t .  The i m -  
m e d i a t e  i n j e c t i o n  of t h e  Jewish  i s s u e  was i n t e r p r e t e d  
a s  a n  e f f o r t  t o  d i v i d e  t h e  workers from t h e  s t u d e n t s  and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  b u t  i t  is g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e d  t h a t  the worke r s  
r e c e i v e d  t h e  a n t i - J e w i s h  t i r a d e s  w i t h  a p a t h y .  Some J e w i s h  
r e P u g e e s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  e x p r e s s i o n s  of  sympathy 
f rom o r d i n a r i l y  a n t i - J e w i s h  t o u g h s  once  t h e y  saw t h e  P a r t y  
t a k i n g  an  a n t i - J e w i s h  l i n e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  a n t i -  
Jewish campaign c o n t i n u e d  t o  mount w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
on 13 March of a ZBOWID "Appeal t o  t h e  Youth" l i n k i n g  t h e  
"campaign of i d e o l o g i c a l - p o l i t i c a l  d i v e r s i o n "  t o  " i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  Zionism,"  and  c o n c l u d i n g :  "We know t h e  i n c i t e r s  
of these p a i n f u l  e v e n t s  . . . .  We a r e  convinced  t h a t  t h e y  
w i l l  be pun i shed  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  p o s t s  t h e y  h o l d . "  

The 13 March t e l e v i s i o n  c o v e r a g e  of  w o r k e r s '  m e e t -  
i n g s  r e v e a l e d  s u c h  s l o g a n s  p u t  up by l o c a l  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  a s  "Out of t h e  P a r t y  w i t h  them" and "Cleanse  t h e  
P a r t y  of Z i o n i s t s . "  Everywhere t h e  p o s t e r s  were t h e  same. 
I n  Katowice t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  p l e d g e  of c o n t i n u e d  l o y a l t y  
t o  "Comrade Wieslaw," (Gomulka) was most p rominen t .  On 
14 March, Edward G i e r e k ,  t h e  first P o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r  t o  
s p e a k  o u t  s i n c e  t h e  beg inn ing  of  the c r i s i s ,  a d d r e s s e d  a 
r a l l y  of o v e r  100,000 worke r s  i n  Katowice. H e  o f f i c i a l l y  
a s s u r e d  Gomulka of t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  l a r g e s t  P a r t y  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  i n  Po land  and  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  h i s  worke r s  were r e a d y  
t o  u s e  a c t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  words.  Two days  l a t e r ,  Poznan 
first s e c r e t a r y  J a n  Szyd lak  p l edged  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
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second  l a r g e s t  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The c o n t e n t  of 
G i e r e k ' s  s p e e c h ,  i n  compar ison  w i t h  t h a t  of Gomulka f i v e  
d a y s  l a t e r ,  w i l l  be a n a l y z e d  below.  

By 15 March, i t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  lower l e v e l  P a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were h o l d i n g  a f e v e r i s h  round of m e e t i n g s .  
One a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  had l a s t e d  u n t i l  
e l e v e n  a t  n i g h t  on t h e  1 4 t h .  On 1 6  March, s t o r i e s  r e a c h e d  
t h e  American Embassy t h a t  "someth ing  is happen ing  a t  
P o l i t y k a , "  where a l l  b u t  two members of t h e  e d i t o r i a l  
board  had a l l e g e d l y  s u b m i t t e d  t h e i r  r e s i g n a t i o n s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  go  a l o n g  w i t h  a K l i s z k o  o r d e r  t o  condemn t h e  s t u d e n t  
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and  t h e  wr i te rs '  mee t ing  of  29 F e b r u a r y .  
By 16 March, "We s u p p o r t  Comrade Wieslaw c o m p l e t e l y  and 
look fo rward  t o  h i s  r e m a i n i n g  head of  t h e  P a r t y ' '  was n o t e d  
a s  "a g e n e r a l  w o r k e r  demand." By t h i s  t i m e ,  a l s o ,  t h e  
army had  come o u t  w i t h  s t a t e m e n t s  s u p p o r t i n g  Gomulka and 
g r e a t  emphas i s  was b e i n g  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  Warsaw p r e s s  on  
" t h e  v o i c e  of mining S i l e s i a "  ( i . e . ,  Katowice)  and t h e  
G i e r e k  s p e e c h  s u p p o r t i n g  Gomulka. A r a s h  of v o i v o d s h i p  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  s t a t e m e n t s  came on 16 March a l s o ,  possi- 
b l y  f o l l o w i n g  P o l i t b u r o  o r d e r s .  S z y d l a l i ' s  s t a t e m e n t  sup-  
p o r t i n g  Gomullra is n o t e d  above .  

The p u r g e s  had begun a l r e a d y .  I t  was announced 
on  12 March t h a t  t h e  P remie r  had d i s m i s s e d  a m i n i s t r y  
u n d e r s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e ,  a m i n i s t r y  d i r e c t o r  g e n e r a l ,  
and a Warsaw government p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  be- 
c a u s e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  demonstra-  
t i o n s .  On 18 March it  was announced t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  p a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Supreme Chamber of C o n t r o l  had v o t e d ,  
236 t o  t w o  t o  e x p e l  Roman Zambrowski from t h e  P a r t y  and  
t h a t  the C o u n c i l  of S t a t e  had r e c a l l e d  him f rom h i s  p o s t  
a s  V i c e  Chairman of t h e  Chamber. On 19  March, Gomulka 
a d d r e s s e d  t h e  Warsaw P a r t y  a k t i v ,  i n  t h e  name of t h e  
P o l i t b u r o .  

I t  is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  compare t h e  G i e r e k  and t h e  
Gomulka s p e e c h e s .  Both spoke  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  up- 
coming P a r t y  C o n g r e s s ,  b o t h  condemned Zionism and a n t i -  
S e m i t i s m ,  and b o t h  spoke  f o r  u n i t y .  B u t  Gomulka s t r e s s e d  
u n i t y  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  Union; G i e r e k  s t ressed P o l i s h ,  
worker  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  u n i t y .  
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C i c r e k  s a i d :  "What m a t t e r s  is t h i s :  a v o i d  pompous 
words ;  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  number of w i s e  h e a d s  and t h e  
g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  number of working  hands  m u s t  h e l p  t o  
r a i s e  t h e  c o u n t r y  r a p i d l y  t o  a h i g h e r  r u n g  of t e c h n i c a l  
and economic deve lopmen t . "  And i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  " s t r e n g t h  
i n  u n i t y , "  he c i t e d  t h e  dreams a c e n t u r y  e a r l i e r  of Adam 
Mick iewicz ,  a u t h o r  of Dziady.  G i e r e k  conc luded :  "We 
s h a l l  demand t h e  s a f e g u a r d i n g ,  once and f o r  a l l ,  of 
o r d e r ,  which is i m p e r a t i v e  i n  o u r  p e a c e f u l  work! . . .  W e  
a r e  f i r m l y  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e  P a r t y  and its l e a d -  
e r s h i p !  The 270,000 s t r o n g  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of Katowice 
Vo ivodsh ip  s e n d s  you g r e e t i n g s ,  Comrade Wieslaw!" 

Gomulka s a i d :  " I n  t h e  e v e n t s  which t o o k  p l a c e  
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h e  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  r u n s  between s o c i a l i s m  
and  r e a c t i o n  of a l l  k i n d s ,  between t h e  p o l i c y  of P o l i s h -  
S o v i e t  f r i e n d s h i p  and a l l i a n c e  and t h e  a n t i - S o v i e t  p o l i c y  
01 r e a c t i o n a r y  b a n k r u p t s  and  f l o t s a m ,  between a p o l i c y  
which g u a r a n t e e s  t o  Po land  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of i ts  f r o n t i e r s  
and  a l l - r o u n d  development  and  t h e  a t tempts  t o  push Po land  
o n t o  t h e  road o f  d i s a s t e r . "  I n  t h e  f i n a l  p o r t i o n  of h i s  
s p e e c h  Gomulka made h i s  famous d i s t i n c t i o n  between J e w s  
l o y a l  t o  Israel  (who s h o u l d  g e t  o u t  of t h e  c o u n t r y ) ,  Jews 
w i t h o u t  n a t i o n a l i t y  (who s h o u l d  g e t  o u t  of r e s p o n s i b l e  
p o s i t i o n s ) ,  and Jews l o y a l  t o  Poland  (who s h o u l d  n o t  be 
made t o  s u f f e r ) .  H e  a l s o  thanked  t h e  f a c t o r y  w o r k e r s  
whose a t t i t u d e  "was t h e  main f o r c e  which b a r r e d  t h e  r o a d  
t o  d i s r u p t e r s  of o r d e r . "  

Much h a s  been made of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Gomulka spoke  
i n  t h e  name of t h e  P o l i t b u r o ,  and t h a t  P a r t i s a n  organs 
l a t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  h i s  s p e e c h  a s  " t h e  P o l i t b u r o  s t a t e m e n t  
r e a d  by  Comrade Gomulka." T h i s  was s e e n  a s  a c o n f e s s i o n  
of Gomulka 's  weakness ,  t h e  end o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  r u l e .  B u t  
i t  c o u l d  a l s o  be s e e n  a s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  had 
u n i t e d  beh ind  Gomulka i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of d i s c i p l i n e ,  
s i g n a l l i n g  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  of  s t i l l  p e r s i s t i n g  f a c t i o n a l  
d i f € e r e n c e s .  When t h e  s t a t e m e n t  was d e l i v e r e d ,  t h e  P o l i t -  
buro s a t  behind  Gomulka i n  solemn a r r a y  i n  c l e a r  c o n t r a s t  
t o  t h e  u n r u l y  b e h a v i o r  of t h e  Warsaw a k t i v  and t h e  g a l l e r y .  

A f t e r  Gomulka c h i d e d  them f o r  t h e i r  mood, demanding 
t h a t  t h e y  pay a t t e n t i o n  t o  what h e  had t o  s a y ,  t h e y  l i s t e n e d  
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i,n s i l e n c e  t o  h i s  hour- long  d e f e n s e  of t h e  S o v i e t  a l l i a n c e .  
B u t  when Gomulka launched  i n t o  h i s  a t t a c k  on t h e  Z i o n i s t s  
he  was g r e e t e d  w i t h  l o u d  a p p l a u s e .  O b s e r v e r s  d i f f e r  on 
t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  s equence  of e v e n t s ;  t h e  b r o a d c a s t  t r a n s c r i p t s  
a r e  u n i n t e l l i g i b l e .  B u t  a p p a r e n t l y  someone s t a r t e d  s h o u t -  
i n g  "Down" ( p o s s i b l y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n c r e d i b l y ,  "Down w i t h  
Gomulka"). T h i s  was ' fol lowed by "Long l i v e : "  And t h e n  
camc t h c  c h a n t i n g  of  t h e  name "Gie rek . "  The c h a n t  was 
p i c k e d  up by others  and t h e n  t h e r e  was a l t e r n a t e  c h a n t i n g  
OP "Gierek"  and "Wieslaw. 'I Gomulka was v i s i b l y  f r i g h t e n e d  
and momentar i ly  f r o z e .  

A l l  p o s s i b l e  v a r i a t i o n s  were s u b s e q u e n t l y  o f f e r e d  
t o  e x p l a i n  t h i s  e v e n t .  The Warsaw a k t i v ,  or t h e  P a r t i -  
s a n s ,  were a t t e m p t i n g  t o  embaras s  G i e r e k ,  o r  show t h e i r  
s u p p o r t  of h i m  a g a i n s t  Gomulka, or l i n k  h i s  name t o  t h a t  
of GOmulka. B u t  wha teve r  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  i t  was m a n i f e s t  
e v i d e n c e  of a breakdown i n  P a r t y  d i s c i p l i n e ,  a breakdown 
which came t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  p u r g e s  i n  t h e  s u c c e e d i n g  
mon t 11. 

Gomulka h i m s e l f  spoke  w i t h  s c o r n  of t h e  w r i t e r s  
and t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r s  who had d e f i e d  h i m .  They were ob- 
v i o u s l y  f a i r  game and  t h e  purge  of  t h e m  p icked  up momentum. 
On 25 March ,  p r o f e s s o r s  Bron i s l aw Baczko, Leszek Kolakow- 
s k i ,  S t e f a n  Morawski , and Wlodzimierz  B r u s  and lec turers  
Zygmunl; Bauman and Maria Hi r szowicz  were d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  
Warsaw u n i v e r s i t y ,  " f o r  c h o o s i n g  t h e  r o a d  of s t r u g g l e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  p o l i c y  of o u r  s t a t e  and P a r t y  f rom a p o s i t i o n  
o f  r e v i s i o n i s m .  

O n  23 March, t h e  Warsaw P a c t  m e t  i n  Dresden t o  c a l l  
t h e  Czechos lovak  l e a d e r s  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  pace  of 
l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  and t o  g i v e  U l b r i c h t ,  
and p o s s i b l y  Gomulka, a chance  t o  v o i c e  t h e i r  f e a r s  i n  
t h i s  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  l e a d e r s .  G i e r e k  accompanied 
Gomulka t o  Dresden ,  w h i l e  K l i s z k o  remained i n  Warsaw. 
On 26 March, a f t e r  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n ' s  r e t u r n ,  t h e r e  was a 
mce t ing  of p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  first s e c r e t a r i e s .  The of- 
f i c i a l  press r e l e a s e  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  mee t ing  d i s c u s s e d  
c u r r e n t  t a s k s  of  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and hea rd  a r e p o r t  
from Gomulka on t h e  Dresden m e e t i n g .  R u t  t h e  " i n s i d e  
s t o r y "  was t h a t  t h e  mee t ing  was a s tormy o n e ,  and t h a t  
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Gomulka had had t o  resist s t r o n g  p r e s s u r e  t o  convene a 
C e n t r a l  Committee plenum soon .  

I n  t h e  l i g h t  of s u b s e q u e n t  e v e n t s ,  i t  seems l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h e  message p a s s e d  a t  t h i s  mee t ing  was t h a t  some of 
t h e  changes  s o  long  e x p e c t e d ,  p e r h a p s  p romised ,  p e r h a p s  
v e t o e d  by  S o v i e t  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  would t a k e  p l a c e  a t  t h e  
Sejm s e s s i o n  a l i t t l e  o v e r  a week away. I n  r e t u r n ,  a 
h a l t  had t o  be c a l l e d  t o  pu rge  e x c e s s e s ;  and a plenum 
would n o t  be convened i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  a tmosphe re .  G i e r e k ,  
a t  any r a t e ,  i n  a s p e e c h  on 30 March, d i s s o c i a t e d  h i m s e l f  
f rom t h e  t e r r o r i s t i c  a s p e c t s  of t h e  purge  and c a u t i o u s l y  
o u t l i n e d  r e f o r m s .  I n  s p e e c h e s  t o  t h e  Sejm on 10 A p r i l ,  
K l i s z k o  and Cyrankiewicz  warned a g a i n s t  a n  e x a g g e r a t e d  
" a n t i - Z i o n i s t "  w i t c h  h u n t .  Warsaw C i t y  P a r t y  Chief Kepa, 
who had been among t h e  f i r s t  t o  jump on t h e  a n t i - Z i o n i s t  
bandwagon, c a u t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  e x c e s s e s  and i s s u e d  a l e t t e r  
i n t e n d e d  t o  r e impose  d i s c i p l i n e  on t h e  Warsaw P a r t y  o r -  
g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  mid-Apr i l .  P o l i s h  Radio  on 8 and 9 A p r i l  
f e a t u r e d  Mocza r ' s  mee t ing  w i t h  Warsaw s t u d e n t  a c t i v i s t s ,  
d r a m a t i z i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Moczar had s p e n t  h o u r s  r e p l y i n g  
t o  s t u d e n t s '  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  March e v e n t s  and t h a t  
t h e  mee t ing  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  "an u n u s u a l l y  f r i e n d l y  atmo- 
s p h e r e .  'I 

On 8 A p r i l ,  i t  was p u b l i c l y  announced t h a t  Edward 
Ochab had a sked  t o  be r e l i e v e d  of h i s  p o s t  a s  Head of 
S t a t e .  The government changes  f o r m a l i z e d  a t  t h e  Sejm 
s e s s i o n  on 11 A p r i l ,  however ,  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  s a t i s f y  P a r t i -  
s a n  a m b i t i o n s .  S p y c h a l s k i  t o o k  Ochab ' s  p l a c e ,  bu t  he i n  
t u r n  was r e p l a c e d  by Chief  of S t a f f  Wojciech J a r u z e l s k i ,  
not t h e  P a r t i s a n  c a n d i d a t e ,  depu ty  m i n i s t e r  Grzegorz  
Korczynsk i .  A P e a s a n t  P a r t y  s p e a k e r  a t  t h e  10 A p r i l  ses- 
s i o n  c a l l e d  on t h e  P remie r  t o  c l e a n s e  government min i s -  
t r i e s  from t o p  t o  bot tom:  " W e  want men whose v e r y  bones 
and blood were born and r a i sed  i n  P o l a n d . "  H i s  c a l l  was 
answered by m i n u t e s  of  a p p l a u s e .  

The P a r t i s a n - a s s o c i a t e d  p r e s s  had been s t e p p i n g  
up i t s  c a l l  f o r  a - p u r g e .  The 24 March issue of  -- Prawo i 
Z y c i e  r eminded  r e a d e r s  t h a t  Gomulka's s p e e c h  of 19 March 
had promised f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  March e v e n t s ,  and 
e d i t o r  Kazimierz  Kakol added t h a t  t h e r e  would be "ominous 
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r e s u l t s "  i f  u r g e n t  and n e c e s s a r y  d e c i s i o n s  were n o t  t a k e n .  
I n  t h e  7 A p r i l  i s s u e ,  Kakol p r a i s e d  t h e  " d e c i s i o n s  t a k e n  
s p o n t a n e o u s l y  by b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  f o r  hav ing  
"outpaced  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s .  I t  The 1 A p r i l  issue 
of t h e  PAX d a i l y  Slow0 Powszechne reminded Gomulka: " W e  
a r e  s t i l l  w a i t i n g  f o r  r e v e l a t i o n  of  a l l  d e t a i l s  and draw- 
i n g  r i g o r o u s  consequences  a g a i n s t  p e o p l e .  '' And i t  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  " m i s l e a d i n g  calm of ' s m a l l  s t a b i l i z a t i o n " '  m u s t  
be e l i m i n a t e d .  Another  PAX o r g a n ,  K i e r u n k i ,  had warned 
a g a i n s t  t h e  r e c e n t  " s m a l l  s t a b i l i z a t i o n "  on 31 March. 
O n  10 A p r i l ,  t h e  P o l i s h  r a d i o  spoke  of t h e  "ve ry  f r u i t f u l  
work b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  by P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  p u r g i n g  
t h e i r  r a n k s .  I t  

The Magnitude of t h e  P u r g e s  

The t o p  m i l i t a r y  t r a n s f e r s  and t h e  t o p  government 
c h a n g e s ,  which may have been r e l a t e d  to  t h e  p u r g e s  t a n g e n t i -  
a l l y  b u t  were n o t  produced by them, t o o k  p l a c e  i n  o r d e r l y  
f a s h i o n .  I t  was f a r  more d i f f i c u l t  to  f o l l o w  t h e  c o u r s e  
of  t h e  lower  l e v e l  p u r g e s  or even  a c c u r a t e l y  e s t i m a t e  
t h e i r  magni tude .  Some peop le  were e x p e l l e d  from t h e  P a r t y  
bu t  k e p t  t h e i r  j o b s .  Some l o s t  t h e i r  j o b s  b u t  remained 
i n  t h e  P a r t y .  O t h e r s  l o s t  b o t h  job and membership. The 
b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  v o t i n g  t o  e x p e l  a member would 
f r e q u e n t l y  c a l l  on t h e  a p p o i n t i n g  a u t h o r i t y  t o  d i s m i s s  
t h e  p e r s o n  pu rged ,  a n  a c t i o n  which i g n o r e d  t h e  nomenkla tura  
p r e r o g a t i v e s  of h i g h e r  p a r t y  o r g a n s .  On 30 March, Trybuna 
Ludu announced t h a t  Ignacy  D r u s k i ,  P o l a n d ' s  P u b l i c  P r o s e c u t o r  
and a J e w ,  had been e x p e l l e d  f rom t h e  P a r t y  by t h e  unanimous 
v o t e  of h i s  b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  on 19 March. I t  d i d  
no t  s a y  whe the r  he  had been f i r e d  from h i s  p o s t .  Un i t ed  
P r e s s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  l i s t e d  h i m  a s  t h e  1 3 t h  p e r s o n  and t h e  
s e v e n t h  known J e w  t o  f a l l . i n  t h e  p u r g e .  On 3 A p r i l ,  t h e  
b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  Trade  
e x p e l l e d  Deputy M i n i s t e r  J o z e f  K u t i n  and t h e  P remie r  re- 
c a l l e d  him from h i s  p o s t .  R e u t e r s  l i s t e d  K u t i n  a s  t h e  
2 0 t h  v i c t i m .  On 2 A p r i l ,  t h e  b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of t h e  Warsaw Branch of t h e  P o l i s h  Writers Union c a l l e d  
on t h e  c e n t r a l  board  of t h e  Union t o  e x p e l  t h r e e  wr i te rs .  
A 4 A p r i l  b r o a d c a s t  of Warsaw r a d i o  gave  t h e  names of 
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p r o f e s s o r s  and d i r e c t o r s  o f  d e p a r t m e n t s  e x p e l l e d  by P a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a t  Warsaw U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of C u l t u r e ,  
t h e  M i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  t h e  Sejm Bureau ,  and t h e  
S t a t e  C o u n c i l  O f f i c e .  A l so  on 4 A p r i l ,  i t  was announced 
t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d i u m  and E x e c u t i v e  Committee of t h e  C e n t r a l  
C o u n c i l  o f  T rade  Unions had a c c e p t e d  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  of 
a P r e s i d i u m  member and had c a l l e d  on t h e  Plenum of t h e  
C o u n c i l  t o  remove one of i ts members. A 9 A p r i l  b road-  
c a s t  announced a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  of Professor 
Adam S c h a f f  from h i s  p o s t  a s  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  
of P h i l o s o p h y  and S o c i o l o g y  of t h e  P o l i s h  Academy of 
S c i e n c e s .  By 1 0  A p r i l ,  Warsaw P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c l a imed  
the p u r g i n g  of a t  l e a s t  50 p e r s o n s .  

A s  o f  10 A p r i l ,  i t  was n o t e d  t h a t  d a i l y  t e l e v i s i o n  
b r o a d c a s t s  were b e i n g  used t o  r e a d  in f l ammato ry  a r t i c l e s  
which a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  same d a y ' s  p r e s s  or were s c h e d u l e d  
t o  a p p e a r  t h e  n e x t  day .  The a r t i c l e s  c e n t e r e d  a round 
c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  work ings  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  m i n i s t r i e s  and 
o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  N o  names were u s e d ,  b u t  i t  was 
c l e a r  t h a t  someone would be h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e .  On 13 
A p r i l  t h e  pro-Moczar o r g a n  Z y c i e  Warszawy c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  
Supreme Chamber of C o n t r o l  for hav ing  made no a s s e s s -  
ment for many y e a r s  of t h e  S t a t e  P l a n n i n g  Commission, t h e  
M i n i s t r y  of F i n a n c e ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  S t a t i s t i c s  O f f i c e ,  or 
t h e  Committee for S c i e n c e  and Technology.  T h i s  was t r e a d -  
i n g  on dange rous  g r o u n d - - P o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r  S t e f a n  J e d r y -  
chowski  headed  t h e  P l a n n i n g  Commission and P o l i t b u r o  
member Eugen iusz  Szyr  was d i r e c t o r  of  t h e  S c i e n c e  and 
Technology Committee.  ( I t  might  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  a t t a c k  
a g a i n s t  J ed rychowsk i  and Szyr  c o n t i n u e d  o n t o  t h e  f l o o r  
of t h e  F i f t h  P a r t y  Congres s  i t s e l f .  S z g r  was e v e n t u a l l y  
dropped f rom t h e  P o l i t b u r o  w h i l e  J ed rychowsk i  r e t a i n e d  
h i s  s e a t ,  w h i l e  t r a n s f e r r i n g  from t h e  P l a n n i n g  Commission 
t o  become Gomulka 's  new F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r . )  

On 13 A p r i l ,  t h e  p r e s s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  Chairman 
of t'he C o u n c i l  of Min i s t e r s  had d i s m i s s e d  t h e  Vice  M i n i s t e r  
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a t  h i s  own r e q u e s t .  R e u t e r s  r e p o r t e d  on 
1 6  A p r i l  t h a t  two a d d i t i o n a l  r e s i g n a t i o n s  and two a d d i -  
t i o n a l  d i s m i s s a l s  had b r o u g h t  t o  n e a r l y  60 t h e  known number 
O P  prominen t  v i c t i m s  of t h e  pu rge .  I n  h i s  s p e e c h  p u b l i s h e d  
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i n  t h e  1 9  A p r i l  i s s u e  of Trybuna Ludu, Warsaw C i t y  F i r s t  
S e c r e t a r y  Kepa s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  March and A p r i l ,  164 p e r s o n s  
i n  Warsaw had l o s t  t h e i r  j o b s ,  t h e i r  P a r t y  membership,  
o r  b o t h .  Of t h e  80 p e r s o n s  d i s m i s s e d ,  he  s a i d ,  14 had 
been a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  and v i c e  m i n i s t e r i a l  l e v e l ,  12 
had been depar tment  d i r e c t o r s  o r  h e a d s  of i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
and 30 had been worke r s  on  t h e  " i d e o l o g i c a l  f r o n t "  ( p r e -  
sumably t e a c h e r s  or  j o u r n a l i s t s ) .  Kepa s a i d  t h a t  97 p e r -  
s o n s  had been e x p e l l e d  from t h e  P a r t y .  A 22 A p r i l  p r e s s  
r e p o r t  on P a r t y  membership deve lopments  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
q u a r t e r  of 1968 s t a t e d  t h a t  4 5 , 2 7 1  had j o i n e d  t h e  P a r t y ,  
1 , 4 0 1  had been e x p e l l e d ,  and 6 , 9 5 1  " p a s s i v e "  members had 
been  dropped .  On 22 A p r i l ,  I w i t h  
h igh  P a r t y  c o n t a c t s ,  h i m s e l f  a v i c t i m  of th e p u r & ,  s t a t e d  
t h a t  30  o f f i c i a l s  had been  d i s m i s s e d  from t h e  M i n i s t r y  

i t h  a c c e s s  t o  midd le  l e v e l  
s t a t e d  i n  J a n u a r y  1969 

of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .  
P a r t y  and  government 
t h a t  a l i s t  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  P a r t y  c i rc les  i n  November 1968 
named 180 h i g h  r a n k i n g  o f f i c e r s  and 600 c i v i l i a n s  d i s -  
m i s s e d  from t h e  armed f o r c e s  because  of t h e i r  J e w i s h  back- 
g round .  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  week of May 1968 ,  t h e  f i l e s  of t h e  
American Embassy l i s t e d  126 names of  pu rge  v i c t i m s ,  a 
number c o n s i d e r e d  o n l y  a f r a c t i o n  of t h e  t o t a l .  Begin- 
n i n g  w i t h  Edward Ochab, t h e  American Embassy list i n c l u d e d  
t h e  p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y  f o r  n u c l e a r  e n e r g y ,  t h e  f i r s t  depu ty  
cha i rman of t h e  Committee on S c i e n c e  and Technology,  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  of L i g h t  I n d u s t r y ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  S t a t e  
Rese rve  Board ,  v i c e  m i n i s t e r s  f o r  f o r e i g n  t r a d e ,  a g r i c u l -  
t u r e ,  h e a l t h  and s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ,  and f o r e s t r y ,  t h e  v i c e  
chairman of t h e  Supreme Chamber of C o n t r o l  ( i . e . ,  Roman 
Zambrowski),  t h e  v i c e  cha i rman  of  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  on  Wages 
and Labor ,  some 30 o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  a t  t h e  depa r tmen t  
d i r e c t o r  l e v e l  o r  below i n  m i n i s t r i e s  and  o t h e r  c e n t r a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  many l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  d i r e c t o r s  and o t h e r  
employees 01 f a c t o r i e s ,  c o o p e r a t i v e s  and  o t h e r  economic 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  and some 30 p r o f e s s o r s  o r  
academic p e r s o n n e l .  

u n t i l  19 J u n e  1969 when t h e  P a r t y  d a i l y  Trybuna Ludu 
r e p o r t e d  i n a  r e l a t i v e l y  brief a r t i c l e  on t h e  18 June 

The f i n a l  o f f i c i a l  coun t  f o r  1968 was n o t  p u b l i s h e d  
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p l e n a r y  s e s s i o n  of t h e  C e n t r a l  P a r t y  C o n t r o l  Commission. 
R e p o r t i n g  on t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  commission f o r  1968 
Chairman Zenon Nowak s t a t e d  t h a t  6 , 4 7 9  P a r t y  members and 
c a n d i d a t e s  "were removed from t h e  p a r t y "  w h i l e  2 7 , 7 0 8  
"were s t r u c k  o f f  p a r t y  r o l l s "  i n  1968.  I n  a t h o u g h t -  
p rovok ing  bu t  u n a m p l i f i e d  p a s s a g e  t h e  a r t i c l e  n o t e d :  
"The r e p o r t  of t h e  C e n t r a l  P a r t y  C o n t r o l  Commission and 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  a s s e s s e d  t h e  P a r t y  j u d i c i a l  
powers  of t h e  commission,  l o c a l  commiss ions ,  and b a s i c  
P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  A 24 J u n e  r e p o r t  on t h i s  mee t ing  
s t a t e d  t h a t  o n l y  664 of t h o s e  removed were removed f o r  
" a n t i s o c i a l i s t  and n a t i o n a l i s t  a c t i o n s  and f o r  r e v i s i o n -  
ist a c t i v i t i e s , "  a d d i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was 8 p e r c e n t  m o r e  t h a n  
were removed i n  1 9 6 6 . f o r  s i m i l a r  o f f e n s e s .  The b u l k  of 
t h i s  a r t i c l e  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  more common "economic abuses ' '  
and t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  was i l l u s t r a t e d  by examples  from t h e  
r e p o r t s  of t h e  v o i v o d s h i p  p a r t y  c o n t r o l  commissions.  
Noth ing  f u r t h e r  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  1968 a c t i v i t i e s  h a s  been 
p u b l i s h e d  a s  of t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  b u t  t h e  s i x  month d e l a y  
i n  convening  t h e  mee t ing  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  major  problems 
of  j u r s i d i c t i o n  may have been  i n v o l v e d .  

The pu rge  of March and A p r i l  1968 was n o t  a "Grea t  
Purge" of  t h e  P a r t y  r a n k  and f i l e  and neve r  approached  
i n  magni tude  t h e  " v e r i f i c a t i o n "  campaigns of e a r l i e r  y e a r s .  
On t h e  e v e  of t h e  F i f t h  C o n g r e s s ,  a P a r t y  o r g a n  n o t e d  
t h a t  between 1964 and mid-1968, o n l y  34,000 members had 
been e x p e l l e d  w h i l e  200,000 had been  removed from t h e  
r o l l s ,  p r i m a r i , l y  for p a s s i v e  membership.  By way of 
compar i son ,  t h e  p u r g e s  of 195.7-1958 had i n v o l v e d  o v e r  
3 8 0 , 0 0 0 . p e r s o n s .  What d i s t i n g u i s h e d  t h e  1968 p u r g e  was 
t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  v i c t i m s  and t h e  methods used .  

"What Is Going On?" 

The Warsaw Domestic S e r v i c e ,  i n  a b r o a d c a s t  o n  22 
A p r i l  1968 ,  n o t e d  t h a t  many le t ters  t o  t h e  Radio  and t e l e -  
phone c a l l s  t o  t h e  T e l e v i s i o n  S e r v i c e  w,mb a s k i n g  "What 
is this a l l  abou t?"  An a r t i c l e  by e d i t o r  Rakowski i n  t h e  
13 A p r i l  e d i t i o n , o f  P o l i t y k a  was t i t l e d  "What I s  Going On?" 
The answer ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Warsaw Rad io ,  was t h a t  i t  was 
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a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  1956.  The P a r t y  had t h e n  shown t o o  
m u c h  t o l e r a n c e  for t h o s e  who "decided,  t o  r e o r i e n t  them- 
s e l v e s  f rom f i e r ce  S t a l i n i s t s  t o  e q u a l l y  f i e r c e  l e a d e r s  
of a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  l i n e s , "  b u t  "a new s t a g e  i n  t h e  deve lop-  
ment of these phenomena began a t  t h e  t i m e  of t h e  I s r a e l i  
a g g r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  Middle  E a s t . "  

The e d i t o r  of Poland  magazine e x p l a i n e d  t o  American 
o f f i c i a l s  on 17 A p r i l - t h a t  t h e  c o n f l i c t  was p a r t l y  a 
s e t t l i n g  of a c c o u n t s  w i t h  fo rmer  S t a l i n i s t s ,  p a r t l y  a 
c o n r l i c t  between g e n e r a t i o n s ,  and p a r t l y  a s q u a b b l e  for 
power and p o s i t i o n s .  It  was a r e a c t i o n  t r i g g e r e d  by s u c h  
a c c i d e n t s  a s  t h e  Arab-Israeli  war ,  t h e  deve lopments  i n  
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  t h e  bad s t a t e  of  t h e  P o l i s h  economy, and 
the upcoming Congres s .  T h i s  s o u r c e  c l a i m e d  t h a t  Gomulka 
had c a l l e d  t h e  s h o t s  i n  t h e  beginning--but  he w a s  no 
l o n g e r  i n  c o n t r o l .  I n  May, a member of t he  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  
Committee c o n f i d e d  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  of Moczar 
had touched  o f f  t h e  a n t i - Z i o n i s t  campaim Moczar no 
l o n g e r ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  c o n t r o l l e d  i t .  The a n t i - J e w i s h  
f e r v o r ,  he s a i d ,  had u n i t e d  t h e  t h r e e  major  power f a c t i o n s  
i n  the coun t ry - - the  army,  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  and t h e  
M i n i s t r y  OP I n t e r i o r .  

The " t h r u s t  f rom below,"  a g e n e r a l  a t t a c k  on t h e  
exposed midd le  l e v e l  l eade r s  of t h e  Gomulka sys t em,  had 
t u r n e d  i n t o  a r e v o l t  of t h e  a p p a r a t ,  and t h e  b a s i c  P a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  key  of f ices  were a c t i n g  independen t  of 
and even  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  o r d e r s  f rom above .  The f a i l u r e  
of the  P o l i t b u r o  t o  check  t h i s  r e v o l t  immedia t e ly ,  t o  
p u r g e  t h e  p u r g e r s ,  m u s t  be  e x p l a i n e d .  I t  might  be a rgued  
t h a t  t h e  oppos ing  f a c t i o n s ,  t h e  p u t a t i v e  s u p p o r t e r s  of 
Mocza r ' s  b i d  f o r  power and t h e  d e f e n d e r s  of t h e  Gomulka 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  were s o  e v e n l y  matched a s  t o  p a r a l y z e  t h e  
t o p  l e a d e r s h i p .  I t  seems more l i k e l y ,  however,  t h a t  i n  
t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  t h e  pu rge  was p e r c e i v e d  by a l l  t h e  t o p  
l e a d e r s  a s  b e i n g  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e i r  own d e s i g n s .  Gomulka 
a p p a r c n t l y  had o r d e r e d ,  n e a r l y  a y e a r  p r e v i o u s l y ,  a pu rge  
01 a n t i - S o v i e t  e l e m e n t s  and had d e c i d e d  on a f i n a l  b reak  
w i t h  the remnan t s  of 1956 r e v i s i o n i s m .  H e  had h imse l f  
d e c i d e d  on a r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of h i s  " s y s t e m . "  G i e r e k ,  and 
t o  a lesser e x t e n t  t h e  o t h e r  l e a d i n g  v o i v o d s h i p  first 
s e c r e t a r i e s  s t i l l  o u t s i d e  t h e  h i g h e r  P a r t y  c o u n s e l s ,  
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p r o b a b l y  welcomed t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of a l t e r n a t e  p o l i t i c a l  
f o r c e s .  Moczar;:witln h i s  s t r e n g t h  still  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  
l o w e r  l e v e l s  of t he  P a r t y  a p p a r a t ,  welcomed any  change 
t h a t  w o u l d  p e r m i t  these f o r c e s  t o  move upward. 

T h i s  c o i n c i d e n c e  o f  p e r c e p t i o n s  c o u l d  have encour -  
aged a new " l i t t l e  s t a b i l i z a t i o n . "  B u t  i n  A p r i l  t h e  
P a r t i s a n  p r e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  non-Par ty  o r g a n s ,  were 
a l r e a d y  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  new " l i t t l e  s t a b i l i z a t i o n "  and 
were c a l l i n g  for a " c r i t i c a l  c o n t i n u a t i o n "  i n  i ts  s t e a d .  
The pu rge  had a c q u i r e d  a momentum of i ts  own. A f e w  
examples  w i l l  show t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  h a l f  pogrom and h a l f  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  p r e v a i l i n g  a t  t he  b a s i c  P a r t y  or -  
g a n i z a t i o n  m e e t i n g s  s t i l l  t a k i n g  p l a c e  t h r o u g h o u t . - t h e  
c o u n t r y  and i n  P o l i s h  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a b r o a d .  

T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c o n s u l  i n  Poznan r e p o r t e d  on 
22 A p r i l  t h a t  he had been a t  t h e  home of f i l m  d i r e c t o r  
A lexande r  Ford when Ford r e t u r n e d  home from a day long  
m e e t i n g  of t h e  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which had been c a l l e d  
t o  a t t a c k  him. Ford  had been e x p e l l e d  from the  P a r t y  and 
e x p e c t e d  t o  l o s e  a l l  h i s  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i l m  i n d u s t r y .  
The c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  him had been h i s  c o o p e r a t i v e  f i l m  
v e n t u r e s  w i t h  a West German p r o d u c e r ,  h i s  Western s t y l e  
of l i f e ,  and h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  engage  i n  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  when 
c o n f r o n t e d  with t h e  c h a r g e s .  Another  d i r e c t o r  a t t a c k e d  
a t  t h e  mee t ing  had engaged i n  a d e g r a d i n g  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  
which h e  had had t o  r e p e a t  a t  g r e a t  l e n g t h  three t i m e s  
i n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e g r a d i n g  manner. F o r d ,  a p a r t y  mem- 
b e r  s i n c e  1932 ,  c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  he  d i d  n o t  know who was 
c a l l i n g  t h e  s h o t s  o r  wha t ,  e x a c t l y ,  was g o i n g  on. 

A number o f  v e r s i o n s  of what happened a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  g a i n e d  g e n e r a l  c u r r e n c y .  Re fe rence  
t o  a p ro longed  mee t ing  on 14 March was made above .  I t  
a p p e a r s  t h a t  by 3 A p r i l  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  Adam Rapacki  
had s u b m i t t e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  and gone i n t o  r e t i r e m e n t ,  
a f t e r  r e f u s i n g  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a n  " o r d e r "  from h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  
t o  f i r e  h i s  depu ty  Marian Naszkowski.  
d a t e d  17 May and a t t r i b u t e d  t o  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  o f f i c i a l s  
p r o v i d e s  a t y p i c a l  example of these g e n e r a l l y  s i m i l a r  
v e r s i o n s .  The 17  May r e p o r t  s t a t e s  t h a t  a 36-hour open 
P a r t y  mee t ing  had t a k e n  p l a c e  " t h r e e  weeks p r e v i o u s l y , "  

A t h i r d - h a n d  r e p o r t  
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p r o b a b l y  p r i o r  t o  3 A p r i l .  The s e s s i o n  a l l e g e d l y  began 
w i t h  a r a t i o n a l  d i a l o g u e  on changes  r e q u i r e d  i n  P o l i s h  
f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  p o s t u r e ,  b u t  i t  r a p i d l y  d e g e n e r a t e d  i n t o  
a s u s t a i n e d  v i t u p e r a t i v e  a t t a c k  on M i n i s t e r  R a p a c k i ,  who 
was a c c u s e d  of s p o n s o r i n g  and  n u t u r i n g  t h e  careers of  
a l l e g e d  p r o - Z i o n i s t s  s t i l l  h o l d i n g  p o s i t i o n s  of g r e a t  
i n r l u c n c e .  When Rapack i  a t t e m p t e d  t o  de fend  h i m s e l f ,  
he  was s h o u t e d  down by s u b o r d i n a t e s  who concluded  t h e  
mee t ing  w i t h  p e j o r a t i v e  c h a r g e s  and t h e  unanimous demand 
t h a t  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  t e n d e r  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n .  I t  is 
no tewor thy  t h a t  t h i s  mee t ing  (or t h e s e  m e e t i n g s )  d i d  n o t  
e x p e l  Rapack i  from t h e  P a r t y  ' a l t h o u g h  he  was subsequ-  
e n t l y  dropped  from t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee) n o r  e x p e l  t h e  
s u b o r d i n a t e ,  Naszkowski , for whom he  a p p a r e n t l y  p l a c e d  
h i s  p r e s t i g e  on t h e  l i ne - - and  l o s t .  A s  f o r  Naszkowski ,  
i t  was r e p o r t e d  on 22 A p r i l  t h a t  he had been l i t e r a l l y  
hounded out of  h i s  o f f i c e .  F i r s t  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  s t o p p e d  
r e p o r t i n g  f o r  work ,  t h e n  h i s  t e l e p h o n e  was c u t  o f f ,  and 
f i n a l l y  he gave  u p  and s t a y e d  away from t h e  m i n i s t r y .  
H e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  r e f e r r e d  t o  by h i s  t i t l e  f o r  a n o t h e r  
month,  however ,  and o n l y  months a f t e r  b e i n g  "d ismissed"  
by h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  was h i s  t r a n s f e r  t o  a P a r t y  j o u r n a l  
announced.  

J e r z y  Morawski,  f o r m e r  P o l i t b u r o  m e m b e r  and a con- 
f i r m e d  l i b e r a l ,  was e x p e l l e d  from t h e  P a r t y  by a s i m i l a r  
mee t ing  of  t h e  b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  t h e  P o l i s h  
embassy i n  London. A P o l i s h  j o u r n a l i s t ,  h i m s e l f  r e c a l l e d  
from a b r o a d  b e c a u s e  of  h i s  a t t i t u d e  toward I s r a e l ,  t o l d  
an  American o f f i c i a l  i n  May t h a t  Morawski f l e w  t o  Warsaw 
and s o u g h t  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Gomulka immedia t e ly  a f t e r  
h i s  e x p u l s i o n .  For  48 h o u r s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  
he  s o u g h t  a n  i n t e r v i e w  i n  v a i n ,  p a r t l y  because  Gomulka 's  
p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y  d i s m i s s e d ,  was c o o p e r a t -  
i n g  w i t h  e l e m e n t s  t r y i n g  t o  keep  Gomulka i n  t h e  d a r k .  
When Morawski d i d  r e a c h  Gomulka, " th rough  t h e  back d o o r , "  
Gomulka was v i s i b l y  shocked  a t  Morawsk i ' s  s t o r y  and ex-ll 
c l a i m e d :  " T h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  r i d  of  my ambassadors!  

The "my" i n  t h i s  s e n t e n c e  is wor thy  of r e f l e c t i o n .  
I t  c o u l d  re fe r  t o  a l i n g e r i n g  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p  between 
Morawski and Gomulka, or t o  P a r t y  l o y a l t y  t o  a former  
P o l i t b u r o  member. B u t  i t  seems most l i k e l y  t h a t  Gomulka 
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w a s  s p e a k i n g  a s  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ,  and  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  was 
to t h e  nomenk la tu ra .  I t  was t h i s  i n c i d e n t  of t h e  London 
ambassador ,  more t h a n  any o t h e r ,  which r o u s e d  t h e  P o l i t -  
b u r o  t o  a d e f e n s e  of i ts  p r e r o g a t i v e s .  I n d e e d ,  i n  r e l a t e d  
c a s e s  there were r e p o r t s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f rom t h e  
Cadre Depar tment  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee were d i s p a t c h e d  
w i t h  the message t h a t  l o c a l  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were n o t  
t o  Lake a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  p e o p l e ,  s u c h  a s  ' ambassadors ,  whose 
appo in tmen t  was t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  of  t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  I n  t h e  
c a s e  of Morawski,  h i s  P a r t y  membership was r e i n s t a t e d  
a f t e r  some s u c h  o f f i c i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  And/or t h e  p e r s o n a l  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  of Gomulka. H e  was r'emoved from h i s  ambas- 
s a d o r ' s  p o s t  a l m o s t  e x a c t l y  one y e a r  l a t e r .  

From t h e  Western p o i n t  of  view s u c h  a c t i o n s  r e c a l l e d  
t h e  w o r s t  of S t a l i n i s m ,  t h e  "Doc to r s '  P l o t , "  or r a i s e d  
the s p e c t r e  o f  Nazi  a n t i - S e m i t i s m .  There is no doubt  t h a t  
many P o l e s  of J e w i s h  o r i g i n  s u f f e r e d ' s i m p l y  because  of 
t h e i r  o r i g i n .  The J e w i s h  C h r o n i c l e  of London e s t i m a t e d  
on 19  J u l y  1968 t h a t  o u t  o f a  t o t a l  J e w i s h - P o l i s h  popula-  
t i o n  of  35,000 ( a s  compared t o  t h r e e  m i l l i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  
w a r ) ,  6 ,000 had a l r e a d y  e n t e r e d  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  p i p e l i n e  
for e m i g r a t i o n  and t h a t  a n o t h e r  1 0 , 0 0 0  would e n t e r  i n t o  
p r o c e s s i n g  when t h e  p i p e l i n e  became unclogged .  A P o l i s h  
p r e s s  s e r v i c e  s t a t e m e n t  i s s u e d  on  10 June  1969 ,  announcing  
t h e  end of  e a s e d  e m i g r a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  e f f e c t i v e  1 Septem- 
b e r  1969 ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  5 ,264  P o l i s h  c i t i z e n s  o f  J e w i s h  
a n c e s t r y  had l e f t  Poland  between 1 J u l y  1967 and 30 May 
1969.  The d e s t r o y e d  c a r e e r s  and l o s t  p r o p e r t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  
a g e n u i n e  human t r a g e d y .  B u t  t h e  v i c t i m s  themse lves  saw 
t h e i r  p e r s e c u t o r s  a s  "Red Guards , "  n o t  a s  Naz i s ,  and some 
P o l e s ,  w h i l e  d e p l o r i n g  t h e  ad hominem and s u p e r f i c i a l l y  
a n t i - J e w i s h  n a t u r e  of t h e  p'urge, c o n t i n u e d  t o  c l a i m  t h a t  
it was a n  e s s e n t i a l l y  l i b e r a l i z i n g  f o r c e .  

A P a r t y  a c t i v i s t  working a s  a n  a d v i s e r  t o  a govern-  
ment m i n i s t e r  p o r t r a y e d  t h e  p u r g e  a s  a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  c l e a n  o u t  dead wood a t  t h e  t o p .  Speaking  t o  an American 
o f f i c i a l  i n  A p r i l ,  he  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  exposed p o s i t i o n  of 
Poland  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h i s  be ing  done by a t t a c k i n g  men 
r a t h e r  t h a n  i d e a s ,  t o  a v o i d  o f f e n d i n g  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. 
The Jews were t h e  most v u l n e r a b l e  t a r g e t s  and t h e y  would 
be r o o t e d  o u t  r e g a r d l e s s  of  how i t  looked t o  t h e  West. 
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When c h a l l e n g e d  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  u s e  of such  u n l i b e r a l  
t a c t i c s  t o  a c h i e v e  s u p p o s e d l y  l i b e r a l  e n d s ,  t h e  s o u r c e  
r e p l i e d :  "Don ' t  a s k  m e  how a h a r d - l i n e r  becomes a 
l i b e r a l - - a s k  Zambrowski, S t a s z e w s k i ,  and B r u s ! "  H e  
enumera ted  some of  t h e  S t a l i n i s t  crimes of t h e s e  Jews 
i n  times p a s t .  

1 3 L  t o l d  a n  
rom below" was aimed a t  

e l i m i n a t i n g  p e o p l e  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  way of " p r o g r e s s .  'I  

Not ing  t h a t  economic p o l i c y  was n o t  a s u b j e c t  f o r  d e b a t e  
i n  t h e  pu rge  (and t h i s  d e s p i t e  t h e  p u r g i n g  of Wlodzimierz  
B r u s  who had p i o n e e r e d  economic r e f o r m  i n  1957), he s a i d  
t h a t  young o f f i c i a l s  would be moving up w i t h  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  d i r e c t i n g  a g r a d u a l  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  a new, more l i b e r a l  
economic model.  The young t e c h n o c r a t s ,  some of  t h e i r  
spokesmen s a i d ,  were a iming  a t  e l m i n a t i o n  of bo th  t h e  
"dogmatic"  and " r e v i s i o n i s t "  wings  of the P a r t y .  

A P a r t y  member and l i b e r a l  economis t  

d e s c r i b e d  a s  non-Par ty  and v e r y  n a t i o n a l -  
i s t i c  e r i c a n  o f f i c i a l  i n  A p r i l  t h a t  he had 
hea rd  r e p o r t s  of a d e a l  between Moczar and G i e r e k  t o  
assume power by t h e  e n d  of  1968. H e  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  f o r  
three y e a r s  t h e  " s o - c a l l e d  P a r t i s a n s "  had been u s i n g  a l l  
t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  t o  move a s t e a d y  stream of younger  managers  
and t e c h n i c i a n s  i n t o  k e y  p o s i t i o n s  a l l  ove r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
B u t  they  had r u n  i n t o  o p p o s i t i o n  from "Zambrowski ' s  g r o u p , "  
t h e  t housands  of men, many of them Jews, who had been 
p u t  i n t o  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s  when Zambrowski had been LzzzIl s i a n  domina t ion ,  
c h i e f  of t h e  P a r t y  c a d r e s .  
t o  s e e  a n  end t o  Communist 
s a i d  t h a t  h e  and t h o s e  l i k e  h im would s e t t l e  f o r  a 
Moczar-Gierek t a k e o v e r  wh ich ,  w i t h  i ts  more p ragmat i c  
a p p r o a c h ,  would l e a d  t o  a more r a t i o n a l ,  less dogmatic  
and u l t i m a t e l y  freer and more l i b e r a l  a tmosphe re .  

who r e a l l y  wanted 

I n  e a r l y  May 1968, P o l i t y k a  e d i t o r  Rakowski gave  
t h e  i m p r e s s i o n ,  i n  a p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  Western 
e x p e r t s  on Communist a f f a i r s ,  t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  would 
e v e n t u a l l y  f a v o r  " h i s  young t e c h n o c r a t s .  If Rakowski,  
whose j o u r n a l  had been under  heavy a t t a c k  even  by Moczar 
p e r s o n a l l y  and whose f a l l  had been momentar i ly  expec ted  
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a month e a r l i e r ,  c r e d i t e d  t h e  P a r t i s a n s  w i t h  r a i s i n g  new 
i s s u e s  and  a t t a c k i n g  m e m b e r s  of t h e  o l d e r  g e n e r a t i o n  who 
s h o u l d  be removed. H e  gave  them a good chance  of s u c c e s s ,  
b u t  o n l y  on  t h e  b a s i s  of a compromise w i t h  Gomulka. If 
t h e y  t o o k  o v e r ,  he s a i d ,  t h e y  would q u i c k l y ,  have t o  r e a c h  
for e d u c a t e d  c a d r e s  and these c a d r e s  would g i v e  a new 
t r e n d  t o  t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  G i e r e k ,  he  s a i d ,  
was ,  " fo r  t h e  moment," o u t s i d e  t h e  s t r u g g l e .  

By t h e  end of May t h e  pace  of  t h e  s t r u g g l e  had 
s lowed .  E x p l a n a t i o n s  which  s u g g e s t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  were 
f e a r  of loss  of c o n t r o l  o v e r  zealous P a r t y  a c t i v i s t s ,  
n e r v o u s n e s s  o v e r  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  or p o s s i b l e  S o v i e t  
p r e s s u r e  ( s t r o n g  S o v i e t  s t a t e m e n t s  of suppor t  for Gomulka 
had been made i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  of  A p r i l  . A r e c e n t l y  
r e t i r e d  I saw i t  m e r e l y  
a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  or a s econd  round.  Moczar c o u l d  have 
t a k e n  "comple te  command" i n  t h e  first round ,  he s a i d ,  
b u t  had d e c i d e d  a g a i n s t  i t  because  of t h e  "s t igma of 
r e v o l u t i o n .  If 
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PLENUM AND CONGRESS 

The E s t a b l i s h m e n t  Speaks  O u t  

The 1 2 t h  Plenum of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee,  which 
opened on 8 J u l y  a f t e r  a t  l e a s t  a month 's  d e l a y ,  was 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  two a s p e c t s  of t h e  new balance--  
a P o l i t b u r o  check  on t h e  " t h r u s t  f rom below" and a new 
s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  and a s s e r t i v e n e s s  on t h e  p a r t  of v o i v o d s h i p  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  A minor theme was t h e  swan song  o f  
t h e  r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  

K l i s z k o ' s  s p e e c h  o f f i c i a l l y  removed t h e  a n t i -  
Z i o n i s t  campaign from t h e  agenda b u t ,  i n  a s e l f - c r i t i c a l  
v e i n ,  h e  blamed h i s  own i d e o l o g i c a l  commission, among 
o t h e r s ,  f o r  l a c k  of c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  r e v i s i o n i s m  and  f o r  t o l e r a t i n g  d e v i a t i o n s  
among t h e  Warsaw i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  I n  a l i t t l e - n o t e d  p a s s a g e ,  
K l i s z k o  c a l l e d  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a n  
e q u a l  and  more immediate  d a n g e r ,  t h e  i n f r i n g e m e n t  by 
t h e  t h r u s t  f rom below on t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e s  s p e c i f i e d  by 
t h e  c e n t r a l  nomenkla tura .  H i s  r a r e  p u b l i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  appea red  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e :  
" O v e r  t h e  p a s t  f e w  months numerous c a d r e  changes  have  
t a k e n  p l a c e .  These  changes  p e r t a i n  t o  v a r i o u s  s p h e r e s  
of l i f e ,  c e n t r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  s c i e n t i f i c  
c e n t e r s ,  and  some f i e l d s  of economy, a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e  
p r e s s  and  o t h e r  propaganda l i n k s ,  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  
Warsaw, 111 p e r s o n s  have been r e c a l l e d  from p o s t s  w i t h i n  
t h e  competence of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee o r  c u s t o m a r i l y  
a g r e e d  upon. w i th ,  C e n ' t r a l  Committee d e p a r t m e n t s .  (Emphasis 
a d d e d , )  A c e r t a i ' n  number of p e r s o n s  have a l s o  been 
r e c a l l e d  from v a r i o u s  p o s t s  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o v i n c e s  and 
a t  l k e r  e c h e l o n s .  The g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  c a d r e  
changes  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  meaning b o t h  t h e  r e c a l l  and t h e  
new a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  have  been j u s t i f i e d ,  c o r r e c t ,  and 
u s e f u l  . . , "  K l i s z k o  added ,  however,  t h a t  c a d r e  p o l i c y  
demanded t h a t  t h e  new c a d r e s  be better. t h a n  t h o s e  t h e y  
r e p l a c e d  and  h e  urged t h e  t r a i n i n g  of new c a d r e s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a g e n u i n e  c a d r e  reserve.  
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With  h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  d o u b l e  r o l e  a s  a c o - f o r m u l a t o r  
of P o l i t b u r o  p r e c e p t s  and a s  s o l e  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  c a r r y i n g  
these  p r e c e p t s  o u t  i n  h i s  own v o i v o d s h i p ,  G i e r e k  was even  
more e m p h a t i c  i n  h i s  condemnat ion  of  p u r g e  e x c e s s e s .  
He s a i d :  " A s  a r u l e ,  u n j u s t  c a d r e  d e c i s i o n s ,  t h a t  harm 
t h e  p e o p l e  whom t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s  a f f e c t ,  a r e  u s u a l l y  t a k e n  
by i n d i v i d u a l s  who have l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  i n  common w i t h  
t h e  P a r t y  and o u r  i d e o l o g y  . . . They s t a r t  t a l k i n g  a l o t  
a b o u t  r e v i s i o n i s m ,  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  m o r a l s ,  and s o c i a l  j u s t i c e ,  
and  t h e n  f o l l o w  t h i s  by t a k i n g  c a d r e  d e c i s i o n s  which a r e  
w i t h o u t  c a u s e  and a r e  h a r m f u l .  T h i s  happened s e v e r a l  
times i n  ou r  p r o v i n c e ,  and I do n o t  have  t o  c o n v i n c e  you,  
comrades ,  t h a t  i n  e v e r y  c a s e  P a r t y  e c h e l o n s  /Y.e., f rom 
above7  have  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  c u l p r i t s  q u i c k l y  a n d  s t e r n l y . s t  
Al though t h e r e  is no  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of s u c h  s t e r n  t r e a t m e n t  
of  t h e  " t h r u s t  f rom below" i n  Katowice i t  would be i n  
k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  t i g h t  c o n t r o l  G i e r e k  h a s  a lways  m a i n t a i n e d  
t h e r e "  

C e n t r a l  Committee members o r  c a n d i d a t e  members 
Adam S c h a f f ,  W i l h e l m  B i l l i g ,  and S t e f a n  Z i o l k i e w s k i  were 
s h a r p l y  a t t a c k e d  a t  t h e  Plenum for r e v i s i o n i s m ,  b u t  t h e y  
w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  s p e a k  i n  t h e i r  own d e f e n s e .  Speak ing  a t  
t h e  open ing  s e s s i o n  on 8 J u l y ,  fo rmer  Chairman of t h e  
Atomic Energy Commission Wilhelm B i l l i g  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  
p e r s o n n e l  changes  a t  t h e  P o l i s h  I n s t i t u t e  of Nuc lea r  Energy 
a s  " n o t h i n g  e l se  b u t  a p u r g e ,  which is a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of 
a wrongly  c o n c e i v e d  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  Zionism."  T h e s e  
u n j u s t  c h a n g e s ,  he s a i d ,  t o o k  p l a c e  on t h e  b a s i s  of c r i -  
t e r i a  which had n o t h i n g  i n  common w i t h  s c i e n t i f i c  work 
o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  o r  p o l i t i c a l - m o r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  
Warsaw C i t y  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  Kepa, and v o i v o d s h i p  f i r s t  
secre ta r ies  S t a n i s l a w  K o c i o l e k  and Wladyslaw Kruczek 
answered B i l l i g  i n  d e t a i l ,  t h e  f i r s t  two on t h e  g rounds  
t h a t  B i l l i g  was a s k i n g  f o r  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  for s c i e n t i s t s ,  
t h e  t h i r d  i n  t h e  most ou t spoken  d e f e n s e  of  t h e  t h r u s t  
f rom be 1 ow. 

"Comrade B i l l i g , ' '  Kruczek s a i d ,  "made t h e  g r e a t  
c h a r g e  t h a t  Red Guards had f o r c e d  t h e i r  way i n t o  t h e  
o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  problems of n u c l e a r  e n e r g y  and t h a t  t h e y  
were l i q u i d a t i n g  s c i e n t i s t s ,  members of t h e  P o l i s h  
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Communist P a r t y ,  and s c i e n c e  i n  a g r e a t  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t i -  
t u t e  u n d e r  t h e  s l o g a n  of an t i -Semi t i sm."  The p u b l i s h e d  
a c c o u n t s  of B i l l i g ' s  s p e e c h  d i d  n o t  ment ion  t h e  "Red 
Guard" c h a r g e .  Kruczek went on t o  a s k  what d i d  i t  m a t t e r  
i f ,  f o r  example,  t h e  Warsaw o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had made a few 
m i s t a k e s  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  p u r g e ,  and he added ambiguously 
and a p p a r e n t l y  ou t  of c o n t e x t :  t ' I  d o  n o t  want t o  r e c a l l  
t h e  r o l e  of Zambrowski, who had ' h i s  own' v o i v o d s h i p  com- 
mittees and k e p t  s e n d i n g  h i s  p e o p l e  t o  t h e s e  commi t t ees . "  
T h e  s u g g e s t i o n  seemed to be that t h e  v o i v o d s h i p s  had t h e  
r i g h t  t o  pu rge  t h e  o l d  Zambrowski a p p o i n t e e s ,  w i t h o u t  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  P o l i t b u r o  o r  C e n t r a l  Committee p r e r o g a t i v e s ,  
b u t ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  d e s i g n s  of Zam- 
b r o w s k i ' s  r e p l a c e m e n t  Strzelecki  and ,  more d i s t a n t l y ,  
Moczar. I t  m i g h t  be r e c a l l e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  
Warsaw p u r g e e s  c o u l d  a p p e a l  membership d e c i s i o n s  up t h e  
P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  h i e r a r c h y  t h r o u g h  t h e  P a r t y  c o n t r o l  
commiss ions .  But many of t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  came under  t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee d i r e c t l y  s i n c e  t h e y  w e r e  on , the  nomen- 
k l a t u r a  lists. 

Hal f  of  t h e  36 s p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  Plenum were voivod- 
s h i p  f i rs t  s e c r e t a r i e s  and h a l f  of t h e s e  e x p l i c i t l y  
s u p p o r t e d  Gomulka. Even t h o s e  who defended  t h e  P a r t i s a n  
i s s u e s  of p u r g e  and n a t i o n a l i s m  d i d  s o  i n  a d e f e n s i v e  and 
m i l d  manner. N e i t h e r  S t r z e l e c k i  nor Moczar a d d r e s s e d  t h e  
plenum. T h e  m o d e r a t e l y  h a r d - l i n e  economis t  Boles law 
J a s z c z u k  r e p l a c e d  Ochab on t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  Moczar e n t e r e d  
t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  r e p l a c i n g  Wladyslaw Wicha i n  assuming 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  s e c u r i t y  and m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s ,  and won 
non-vot ing  c a n d i d a t e  membership on t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  As a 
member of t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  he c o u l d  no  l o n g e r  serve a s  a 
m i n i s t e r  and Moczar was r e p l a c e d  a s  M i n i s t e r  of I n t e r i o r  
by Kaz imie rz  S w i t a l a ,  a man Moczar a p p a r e n t l y  c o u l d  n o t  
c o n t r o l  and one who was rumored t o  have  p e r s o n a l  l i n k s  
Lo G i e r e k .  Four  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  c l o s i n g  of t h e  plenum, 
t h e  heads  of t h e  Warsaw P a c t  " f i v e "  convened i n  Warsaw 
t o  d e l i v e r  t h e i r  f i r s t  u l t ima tum t o  P rague .  

I f  Moczar ' s  aim had been  m e r e l y  t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  
Gomulka, t o  e n t e r  t h e  " e s t a b l i s h m e n t , "  t h e n  he  had s u c -  
c e e d e d ,  though on a s c a l e  more modest t h a n  h i s  a m b i t i o n s .  
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Some o b s e r v e r s  d i d  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  new a r rangemen t  a s  t h e  
r e s u l t  of a d e a l  between Gomulka and  Moczar,  w i t h  t h e  
"Technocra t s "  s t i l l  t o o  weak t o  make a b i d .  B u t  t h e  
o t h e r  and  more c r e d i b l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was t h a t  Moczar 
had  been  "k icked  u p s t a i r s , "  t h a t  h e  was b e i n g  " c o n t a i n e d "  
a n d  s e p a r a t e d  from h i s  power b a s e .  I n  a s e n s e  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  l a t t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  f o r m e r  h y p o t h e s i s  were t h e  
s t o r i e s  a p p a r e n t l y  d e l i b e r a t e l y  l e a k e d  t o  RFE t h a t  Moczar 
c o u l d  n o t  be  s t o p p e d ,  t h a t  he  had s u c c e e d e d  i n  compromising 
Gomulka and i n  winn ing  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  of 
v o i v o d s h i p  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  t h a t  he was a l l i e d  w i t h  
G i e r c k ,  and t h a t  h e ,  Moczar,  was t h e  " P o l i s h  Dubcek." 
The s t o r i e s  a r e  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n  m a t t e r s  of d e t a i l  b u t  
c o n v i n c i n g  i n  t h e i r  g e n e r a l  t endency  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  
Moczar s u p p o r t e r s ,  a t  l e a s t ,  d i d  n o t  a c c e p t  t h e  " d e a l "  
of t h e  1 2 t h  Plenum b u t  c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  on Gomulka 
i n t i m a t e s  r i g h t  up t o  t h e  e v e  of  t h e  Congres s .  Some of 
t h e  rumored maneuvers smack o f , d e s p e r a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
when one  adds  t h e  rumors of S o v i e t  d i s a p p r o v a l  of Moczar ' s  
n a t i o n a l i s m ,  rumors  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  m a n i f e s t  S o v i e t  r e t u r n  
t o  naked  power i n  d e f e n s e  of t h e  s t a t u s  quo.  Indeed ,  t h e  
S o v i e t  d i v i s i o n s  w h i c h  e v e n t u a l l y  moved a g a i n s t  Czechos lo-  
v a k i a  were a t  one t i m e  s a i d  t o  be  r e a d y  i n  Po land  t o  
p r e v e n t  a coup a g a i n s t  Gomulka. 

The Czechos lovak  I n t e r v e n t i o n  

A r e p o r t  of P o l i t b u r o  d i v i s i o n  on i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  
Czechos lovak ia  was n o t e d  above i n  r e g a r d  t o  an  a l l e g e d  
mee t ing  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  on 22 J u l y .  The re  is a t  l e a s t  
one  repor t  t h a t  t h i s  d i v i s i o n  c o n t i n u e d  up t o  t h e  e v e  of 
t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  I t  is r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  Com- 
mittee was c a l l e d  t o  a sudden  and br ie f  mee t ing  a t  2100 
h o u r s  on 20 A u g u s t ,  w i t h  o n l y  h a l f  of t h e  commit tee  members 
a b l e  t o  a t t e n d .  Gomulka announced t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  Union 
had p r e p a r e d  a p l a n  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  Czechos lovak ia  
t o  p r e v e n t  German o c c u p a t i o n  and it  was i n  P o l a n d ' s  i n t e r -  
est t o  t a k e  p a r t .  A l l e g e d l y  b o t h  Moczar and G i e r e k  
s t r o n g l y  opposed i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  w h i l e  K l i s z k o  s u p p o r t e d  
Gomulka. A f t e r  t h e  mee t ing  was a d j o u r n e d ,  w i t h o u t  any 
v o t e  b e i n g  t a k e n ,  S y p c h a l s k i ,  Moczar, and Gie rek  l e f t  a s  
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a g r o u p  t o g e t h e r .  Although t h e r e  were n o  r e p o r t s  of o v e r t  
r e s i s t a n c e ,  a t h i r d  wave of r e a s s i g n m e n t s  of t o p  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  Pol lowed t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  

Whatever  t h e  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n s  or p r i v a t e  f e e l i n g s ,  
Gomulka, Moczar and G i e r e k  had p u b l i c l y  de fended  t h e  
Czechos lovak  i n t e r v e n t i o n  by mid-September.  Gomulka, i n  
h i s  H a r v e s t  F e s t i v a l  s p e e c h  of 8 Sep tember ,  r a i s e d  t h e  bogy 
of Bonn's d e s i g n s  on P o l a n d ' s  f r o n t i e r s  and West German 
hopes f o r  a r e a l i g n m e n t  of forces. R e  c o n t i n u e d :  "There 
a p p e a r e d  a c o n c r e t e  t h r e a t  of d e t a c h i n g  Czechos lovak ia  
from t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  Warsaw P a c t  c o u n t r i e s .  I n  o r d e r  n o t  
t o  a l l o w  t h i s  i t  became n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e n d  S o v i e t ,  P o l i s h ,  
Hungar i an ,  and B u l g a r i a n  t r o o p s  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  of a l l i e d  
C z e c h o s l o v a k i a .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  was made by t h e  f i v e  m e m b e r  
s t a t e s  of t h e  Warsaw P a c t  a f t e r  hav ing  e x h a u s t e d  a l l  
o t h e r  means and a f t e r  t ho rough  t h i n k i n g .  The re  was no 
o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e . "  The s e c u r i t y  of Po land  a g a i n s t  a l l e g e d  
West German d e s i g n s  was once a g a i n  t h e  pr ime d e t e r m i n e r  of  
Gomulka's p o l i c y .  

Moczar,  i n  h i s  15 September  s p e e c h  commemorating 
t h e  f e a t s  of P o l i s h  arms i n  World War 11,  t r i e d  t o  t a r  
Czechos lovak ia  w i t h  t h e  Z i o n i s t  b r u s h ,  p o s s i b l y  i n  a 
b e l a t e d  and d e s p e r a t e  awareness  of t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t ,  and 
a n t i - P a r t y ,  crimes w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  " P o l i s h  Dubcek" ( f o r m e r l y  
t h e  " P o l i s h  T i t o " )  c o u l d  be c h a r g e d .  A f t e r  i n t r o d u c i n g  
t h e  spectre of p s y c h o l o g i c a l  w a r f a r e ,  Moczar added:  "The 
i m p e r i a l i s t  r e v i s i o n i s t ,  Z i o n i s t ,  p e r f i d i o u s  c a l l s  f o r  
human iza t ion  and d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  
s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  are  aimed a t  s o c i a l i s m .  T h e  s i t u a t i o n  
w h i c h  h a s  a r i s e n  i n  f r a t e r n a l  Czechos lovak ia  c l e a r l y  shows 
t h e i r  p e r f i d i o u s  i n t e n t i o n s . "  

G i e r e k ' s  d e f e n s e  of t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  was more 
modera t e .  I n  May 1969, a t  t h e  s i g n i n g  of a p r o t o c o l  on 
mutua l  c o o p e r a t i o n  and f r i e n d s h i p  between t h e  n o r t h  
Moravian r e g i o n  of Czechos lovak ia  and t h e  Katowice voivod-  
s h i p  of P o l a n d ,  h e  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  w i s h  t h a t  a l l  u n p l e a s a n t  
t h i n g s  d i v i d i n g  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  be f o r g o t t e n .  

-39- 



A t  t h e  t i m e ,  o n l y  one P o l i s h  v o i c e  p r o t e s t e d  t h e  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  f rom w i t h i n  P o l a n d  i t s e l f .  J e r z y  Andrze jewsk i ,  
t h e  long  s i l e n c e d  a u t h o r  of "Ashes  and Diamonds," s e n t  
h i s  Czechos lovak  c o l l e a g u e s  a l e t t e r  e x p r e s s i n g  shame a t  
P o l a n d ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n v a s i o n .  The l e t t e r  was 
p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Yugoslav d a i l y  Borba on 26 September  and 
was beamed t o  P o l a n d  by Western b r o a d c a s t s .  On 1 0  Oc tobe r  
i t  was p u b l i s h e d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a m i l d l y  worded r e b u k e ,  
by K u l t u r a ,  whose e d i t o r  J a n u s 2  W i l h e l m i  had been engaged 
i n  an  e s o t e r i c  d e b a t e  w i t h  P p l i t y k a ' s  Mieczyslaw Rakowski 
o v e r  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s s u e  s i n c e  7 Sep tember .  B r i e f l y ,  
Rakowski had de fended  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  terms of P o l a n d ' s  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  European s t a t u s  quo .  Wi lhe lmi  had de fended  
i t  i n  terms of P o l a n d ' s  mere s u r v i v a l ,  a d e f e n s e  which 
Wi lhe lmi  ended  i n  t h e  6 O c t o b e r  i s s u e  of K u l t u r a  w i t h  t h e  
c r y :  "Awake! Awake, and look  a t  t h e  con tempora ry  world!" 

f rom a new p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e a l i t i e s ,  
Moczar began t o  mend h i s  f e n c e s  w i t h  t h e  USSR. On 15 
O c t o b e r ,  i n  a s p e e c h  a t  L e n i n o ,  B e l o r u s s i a ,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  
of Warsaw P a c t  Commander Yakubovskiy and o t h e r  S o v i e t  d i g -  
n i t a r i e s ,  Moczar e f f u s e d  on t h e  e t e r n a l  h e r i t a g e  of PoPish-  
S o v i e t  f r i e n d s h i p  and condemned t h e  " c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n "  
w h i c h  had been i n s p i r e d  i n  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  by t h e  "Bonn 
m i l i t a r i s t s  and r e v a n c h i s t s . "  On 31 October, Moczar 
g a v e  a s p e e c h  t o  t h e  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of Defense ,  v o i c i n g  h i s  u n q u a l i f i e d  s u p p o r t  for Gomulka. 
The 51st a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  G r e a t  October R e v o l u t i o n  
was marked i n  Warsaw on 6 November 1968 w i t h  a c o n c e r t  
a t  t h e  ope ra  house  p r e c e d e d  by a s p e e c h  by Moczar- 
s t r e s s i n g  t h e  impor t ance  of close t i es  between Poland  
and t h e  S o v i e t  Union.  The F i f t h  Congres s  of t h e  PUWP 
opened on 11 November. 

P o s s i b l y  unde r  p r e s s u r e  f rom Gomulka b u t  c e r t a i n l y  

E l e c t i o n s  and L e a f l e t s  

Moczak's "machine,"  however,  r a n  on w i t h  or w i t h o u t  
him. When, on 8 O c t o b e r ,  Gomulka gave  an  a g i t a t e d  and 
s t u m b l i n g  s p e e c h  i n  Katowice ,  a p p a r e n t l y  a s  a r e s u l t  of 
unexpec ted  c r i t i c i sm and c o m p l a i n t s  f rom P a r t y  worke r s ,  
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t h e  s p e e c h  was b r o a d c a s t  by Warsaw t e l e v i s i o n ,  a n  o l d  
Moczar s t r o n g h o l d ,  i n  a n  a p p a r e n t l y  u n a u t h o r i z e d  and 
u n e d i t e d  v e r s i o n ,  f o r c i n g  Trybuna L.udu t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  
f u l l  t e x t  a f t e r  f i r s t  p u b l i s h i n g  o n l y  an a b b r e v i a t e d  
v e r s i o n .  The e l e c t i o n  of Congres s  d e l e g a t e s  i n  t h e  
p r o v i n c e s  was somet imes  used  t o  whip up an t i -Semi t i sm 
c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l i n e  now p r e v a i l i n g .  Rapack i ,  
who had been a b s e n t  f rom h i s  p o s t  i n  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  
s i n c e  A p r i l  and who was g e n u i n e l y  ill, was t h e  o n l y  S e c r e -  
t a r i a t  or P o l i t b u r o  member n o t  e l e c t e d  a s  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  
C o n g r e s s ,  b u t  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  was a l r e a d y  a n  a c c e p t e d  f a c t .  
More s e r i o u s  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Gomulka i n t i m a t e s  K l i s z k o  
and S t a r e w i c z  were e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s  o n l y  a f t e r  s w i t c h i n g  
from t h e i r  accustomed c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of 
S t a r e w i c z  and t h e  Z i e l o n a  Gora Voivodship ,  t h i s  was t h e  
d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of a n  a p p a r a t c h i k  r e f u s a l  t o  abandon t h e  
a n t i - S e m i t i c  pu rge  and t h e i r  open r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  voivod- 
s h i p  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  Tadeusz  Wieczorek.  Always c o n s i d e r e d  
c l o s e  t o  Gomulka, Wieczorek began hav ing  t r o u b l e  a f t e r  
t h e  March e v e n t s  when he r e f u s e d  t o  accede  t o  t h e  growing 
a n t i - S e m i t i c  p r e s s u r e  f rom below,  which t h e n  i n c r e a s e d  
u n t i l  t h e  v o i v o d s h i p  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e f u s e d  t o  e lec t  t h e  
J e w i s h  S t a r e w i c z .  (Wieczorek w a s  one of s i x  v o i v o d s h i p  
f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  r e p l a c e d  w i t h i n  two months of t h e  
Congres s .  ) 

I n  e a r l y  November, p r i o r  t o  t h e  open ing  of t h e  
C o n g r e s s ,  t h e r e  were rumors  c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  Warsaw t h a t  
K l i s z k o  had been a t t a c k e d  by l e a f l e t s  p r i n t e d  and d i s -  
t r i b u t e d  by employees of  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  of f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  
and f o r e i g n  t r a d e .  A more c o h e r e n t  v e r s i o n  of t h i s  s t o r y  
w a s  r e p o r t e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1969. Accord ing  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  
v e r s i o n  a g roup  of young a c t i v i s t s  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  of 
f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  f o r e i g n  t r a d e ,  and i n t e r i o r ,  a l l  s u p p o r t -  
e r s  of t h e  P a r t i s a n s ,  became conce rned  t h a t  no changes  
would t a k e  p l a c e  a t  t h e  Congres s .  They banded t o g e t h e r  
and drew up a l ist of c h a r g e s ,  p r i m a r i l y  a g a i n s t  K l i s z k o  
b u t  a l s o  a g a i n s t  Gomulka, Loga-Sowinski,  and S p y c h a l s k i .  
T h e  c h a r g e s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  were n o t  mee t ing  t h e  
c o u n t r y ' s  n e e d s ,  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  be removed from power, 
and t h a t  new b lood  was needed  i n  b o t h  P a r t y  and government .  
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The c h a r g e s  were p r i n t e d  a s  l e a f l e t s  and d i s t r i b u t e d  
by hand t o  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  When K l i s z k o  found  o u t  a b o u t  
t h e  l e a f l e t s  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was l aunched  by M i n i s t e r  
of I n t e r i o r  S w i t a l a .  Those who c o n f e s s e d  c o m p l i c i t y  
w e r e  j a i l e d  and d i s m i s s e d  from t h e i r  government j o b s  and 
p e o p l e  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  l e a f l e t s  d e s t r o y e d  t h e m  i m m e -  
d i a t e l y  t o  a v o i d  a r r e s t .  Y e t  a t h i r d  v e r s i o n  of t h e  s t o r y  
s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  a number of p e r s o n s  were a r r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
m i n i s t r i e s  of f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  f o r e i g n  t r a d e ,  and i n t e r i o r  
and a d d s  t h a t  t h e  l e a f l e t s  w e r e  w i d e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  
M i n i s t r y  of Defense  a s  w e l l .  Those a t t a c k e d  by t h e  l e a f -  
l e t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o t h e  t h i r d  v e r s i o n ,  were Gomulka, K l i s z k o  
and Cyrank iewicz .  

T h e r e  c a n  h a r d l y  be  any  doub t  t h a t  some s u c h  
" l e a f l e t  i n c i d e n t "  d i d  t a k e  p l a c e ,  and t h a t  i t  was t h e  
work o P  Moczar s u p p o r t e r s .  T h e r e  were no  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
Moczar h i m s e l f  was p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d .  L e s s  c e r t a i n t y  
c a n  be a s c r i b e d  t o  a s eque l  r e p o r t e d  t o  RFE i n  t h e  con- 
t e x t  of t h e  a l l e g e d  p u r g e  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r  
b e g i n n i n g  i n  December 1968 o r  J a n u a r y  1969. Accord ing  t o  
t h i s  r e p o r t  r e l a t i o n s  between Moczar and Gomulka became 
a g g r a v a t e d  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c o n g r e s s  when S w i t a l a  a sked  
Moczar,  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  Gomulka, what he  would t a l k  
a b o u t  a t  t h e  Congres s ,  s u p p o s i n g  t h a t  Moczar would ment ion  
t h e  rumored l e a f l e t s .  Moczar is supposed  t o  have s a i d  
t h a t  h e  had more i m p o r t a n t  t h i n g s  t o  t a l k  a b o u t ,  and 
Gomulka, i n  a f i t  of t emper ,  r e f u s e d  t o  l e t  Moczar a d d r e s s  
t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  Whatever t h e  r e a s o n ,  Moczar d i d  n o t  a d d r e s s  
t h e  Congres s .  

A more b i z a r r e  and a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  d i s t o r t e d  
v e r s i o n  oP Moczar 's  " e l e v e n t h  hour" f a l l  from g r a c e  is 
p r o p v i d e d  by a P o l i s h  

p r o t e s t s  aga i n s  t t h e  a n t i - S e m i t i c  campaign . 
r e p o r t e d  on s t o r i e s  c u r r e n t  up 
mid-JanuAry l Y b Y  i n c i u a i n g  a g t o r y  t h a t  a few weeks 
b e f o r e  t h e  Congres s  t h e  R u s s i a n s ,  f e a r i n g  Moczar 's  
n a t i o n a l i s t  l e a n i n g s ,  s u p p l i e d  Gomulka w i t h  some t a p e s ,  
r e c o r d i n g  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  h e l d  by Gomulka w i t h  t h e  p e o p l e  
f rom h i s  c l o s e s t  e n t o u r a g e  d u r i n g  p r e p a r a t o r y  d i s c u s s i o n s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Congres s .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  t a p e s  t h e  

, e x p e l l e d  from t h e  P a r t y  
is p o s i t i o n  because  of i n  A p r i l  1968 and 

This 1_1 
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R u s s i a n s  e n c l o s e d  documents which c l e a r l y  proved  t h a t  t h e  
c l a n d e s t i n e  r e c o r d i n g s  were t h e  work of t h e  P o l i s h  M i n i s t r y  
of I n t e r i o r .  Gomulka p l a y e d  t h e  t a p e s  t o  abou t  100 
s p e c i a l l y  i n v i t e d  members of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee,  t h u s  
s e a l i n g  Moczar ' s  f a t e .  Once a g a i n ,  t h i s  s t o r y  i l l u s t r a t e s  
t h e  c l o s e  f e e d b a c k  between P o l i s h  p o l i t i c s  and Western 
propaganda a c t i v i t i e s ,  f o r  t h e  "secret t a p e s "  s t o r y ,  s o  
r e m i n i s c e n t  of t h e  f a l l  of Rankovic  i n  Yugos lav ia  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  h a s  become, s i n c e  i ts  b r o a d c a s t  by RFE, a 
s t a n d a r d  component of  r e p o r t s  of p u r g e s  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of 
I n t e r i o r  and a p p a r e n t l y  provoked Gomulka i n t o  a p u b l i c  
d e c l a r a t i o n  of s u p p o r t  f o r  Moczar f o l l o w i n g  h i s  e c l i p s e  
a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 1969.  T h i s  "purge" oP t h e  p u r g e r s  
and t h i s  ecl ipse o r  c a p i t u l a t i o n  of Moczar w i l l  be d e a l t  
w i t h  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  p a p e r .  

I n s t i t u t ~ i o n a l i z i n g  t h e  New O r d e r  
. -  

Brezhnev ' s  p e r s o n a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  Gomulka s e t  t h e  
t o n e  f o r  a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  s p e e c h e s  a t  t h e  Congres s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
t h o s e  from v o i v o d s h i p  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  s e v e r a l  of whom 
had been t h o u g h t  t o  be i n  t h e  Moczar camp. The re  was a 
g e n e r a l  a t t a c k  on r e v i s i o n i s m  b u t  " r e v i s i o n i s t s "  Adam 
S c h a f f  and S t e f a n  Z i o l k i e w s k i ,  who had been e x p e l l e d  from 
t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee a t  a s p e c i a l  plenum on 9 November, 
were n o t  p e r s o n a l l y  a t t a c k e d  a t  t h e  C o n g r e s s .  The 
m a j o r i t y  oP t h e  v o i v o d s h i p  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  i n c l u d e d  
a t t a c k s  on c a d r e  p o l i c y  and on t h e  l a c k  of a d e q u a t e  i n f o r -  
ma t ion  from C e n t r a l  Committee o r g a n s ,  c r i t i c i sm s u b s e q u e n t l y  
e n d o r s e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n c l u d i n g  Gomulka, 
w i t h  t h e  added admoni t ion  t h a t  c a d r e  p o l i c y  be based  on 
s e l e c t i o n  for h i g h e r  q u a l i t y  and t h a t  t h e  lower  o r g a n s  
p u t  t h e i r  own houses  i n  o r d e r .  

The a d d r e s s  by Edward G i e r e k ,  t h e  f i r s t  f o l l o w i n g  
Gomulka's r e p o r t  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  p r e s e n t e d  a moderate  
and "Technocra t"  p o l i c y  l i n e ,  w i t h  an  emphas is  on q u a l i t y  
and r e f o r m .  A f t e r  a p r e l i m i n a r y  nod t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  
r o l e  of the  working  c l a s s ,  G i e r e k  n o t e d  t h e  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
bonds between t h e  working  c l a s s  and t h e  working 
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i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  and c a l l e d  f o r  a p o l i c y  which would 
" d u l y  a p p r a i s e  b o t h  t h e  magni tude  of t h e  e f f o r t  and 
t h e  l eve l  of  s k i l l ,  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  and t h e  q u a l i t y  of 
work and d e g r e e  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  work."  
Gierek c a l l e d  on e v e r y  e c h e l o n  t o  a n a l y z e  its work from 
t h e  v i e w p o i n t  of  e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  an a n a l y s i s  which s h o u l d  
b e g i n  " i n  o n e ' s  own backya rd . "  Although he a t t a c k e d  t h e  
r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  G i e r e k  added:  ''1 am a l s o  c o n c e r n e d ,  comrades ,  
w i t h  n o t  l e t t i n g  t h i s  n e c e s s a r y  and i n t r i n s i c a l l y  j u s t  
s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  r e v i s i o n i s m  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y  h o l d  back 
t h e  c r e a t i v e  M a r x i s t  p r o g r e s s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  P a r t y ' s  
f u r t h e r  deve lopment  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  
of b u i l d i n g  s o c i a l i s m . "  H e  advoca ted  a modera te  economic 
r e f o r m  t o  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  and modern i ty  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u s e  of f o r e i g n  l i c e n s e s  and improving  t h e  
methods of p l a n n i n g .  

A f i n a l  e c h o  of t h e  pu rge ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
t h r u s t  f rom below had i n v o l v e d  n o t  o n l y  a v i o l a t i o n  of  
b u t  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  change  t h e  r u l e s ,  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  
r e p o r t  of Ryszard  S t r z e l e c k i ,  s p e a k i n g  a s  cha i rman  of 
t h e  P a r t y  S t a t u t e s  Commission. The key  p a s s a g e  is: 
" W e  p r o p o s e  t o  make t h e  d e c i s i o n  of b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  on a c c e p t i n g  o r  e x p e l l i n g  P a r t y  c a n d i d a t e s  
- / Y . e . ,  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  P a r t y  membershis7 f i n a l  and n o t  
s u b j e c t  t o  a p p r o v a l  by h i g h e r  b ranches  . . . On t h e  
o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of a p p r o v i n g  by p r o p e r  P a r t y  
b r a n c h e s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of b a s i c  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  con- 
c e r n i n g  t h e  e n r o l l m e n t  of c a n d i d a t e s  a s  members r ema ins  
i n  f o r c e . "  (Emphasis  added . )  H e  s t o p p e d  s h o r t  of p u b l i c l y  
r e b u k i n g  t h e  b a s i c  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  of e x p e l l i n g  
f u l l  P a r t y  members w i t h o u t  h i g h e r  c l e a r a n c e  b u t  i t  seems 
f a i r  t o  presume t h a t  t h i s  was what some a p p a r a t c h i k s  had 
r eques t ed - -a  request i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  c a d r e  d i s c i p l i n e ,  
f rom t h e  v i e w p o i n t  of  t h e  g u a r d i a n s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  nomen- 
k l a t u r a ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  Cadre  A f f a i r s  Depa r tmen t ,  

Even i n  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  s o b e r  r e a f f i r m a t i o n  of 
u n i t y  beh ind  Gomulka, however ,  d i e - h a r d  Moczar s u p p o r t e r s  
c a r r i e d  t h e  f i g h t  ontD t h e  f l o o r  of t h e  Congress  i t s e l f ,  
and made a c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  t o  p e r s u a d e  d e l e g a t e s  t o  
c r o s s  o u t  t h r e e  names i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee membership 
b a l l o t - - A r t u r  S t a r e w i c z ,  Eugeniusz  S z y r ,  and S t e f a n  
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Jed rychowsk i .  According t o  a member o f  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Commit tee ,  t h e i r  names were c r o s s e d  ou t  by o v e r  600 of 
t h e  1,693 d e l e g a t e s .  S p y c h a l s k i ' s  name was c r o s s e d  o u t  
by 300 d e l e g a t e s ,  K l i s z k o ' s  by  250, and S t r z e l e c k i ' s  by 
150.  A l l  of Gomulka's a s s o c i a t e s  found t h e m s e l v e s  a t  
t h e  v e r y  bo t tom of t h e  l i s t .  Gomulka's name was c r o s s e d  
o u t  by s e v e n  d e l e g a t e s  (and Moczar ' s  by a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  
same number) .  When t h e  l ist  of e l e c t e d  members of t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee was r e a d ,  p r o l o n g e d  a p p l a u s e  and s h o u t s  
of "Long l i v e "  f o l l o w e d  t h e  r e a d i n g  of Moczar ' s  name. 
Gomulka looked  d e e p l y  s h o c k e d ,  and looked  a t  h i s  p r e s i d i u m  
c o l l e a g u e s  a s  i f  t o  a s k  them what i t  a l l  meant .  Even 
Brezhnev ,  it is s a i d ,  c o u l d  see t h a t  t h e  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  
d i d  n o t  seem t o  know what was g o i n g  on i n  t h e  P a r t y .  

I n  h i s  c l o s i n g  a d d r e s s ,  Gomulka n o t e d :  "The com- 
p o s i t i o n  of the p r e s e n t  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  Committee d i f f e r s  
f rom t h e  p r e v i o u s  one i n  many r e s p e c t s .  The re  a r e  many 
new members i n  i t .  Apar t  f rom t r i e d  and t e s t e d  P a r t y  
a c t i v i s t s  on a n a t i o n a l  s c a l e ,  i t  i n c l u d e s  a c t i v i s t s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  a l l  t h e  v o i v o d s h i p  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a l l  
s o c i a l  m i l i e u s . "  Who were t h e  new members, andswhom d i d  
t h e y  r e p r e s e n t ?  C e n t r a l  Committee membership i n c r e a s e d  
from 85 t o  9 2  of whom 14 were promoted from c a n d i d a t e  
membership and 26 were newcomers. Of t h e  o l d  C e n t r a l  Com- 
mi t t ee ,  24 were n o t  even  e l e c t e d  d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  Congres s  
and s e v e n  more were d r o p p e d .  C a n d i d a t e  membership i n c r e a s e d  
fr,om 75 t o  91 ,  of whom 58 w e r e  newcomers and  33 were h e l d  
o v e r .  I n t e l l e c t u a l  r a n k s  were reduced  and t h e  s e a l  of 
d e f e a t  was p u t  on t h e  l i b e r a l s  w i t h  t h e  removal  of 27 of 
t h e i r  a d h e r e n t s .  The new C e n t r a l  Committee i n c l u d e d  18 
c e n t r a l  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  18 o u t  of t h e  19 v o i v o d s h i p  
f i r s t  s ec re t a r i e s ,  s i x  v o i v o d s h i p  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  t h r e e  
l o c a l  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  1 9  c e n t r a l  government o f f i c i a l s ,  
one p r o v i n c i a l  government  o f f i c i a l ,  and 17 worker-farmer-  
f a c t o r y  a c t i v i s t s  a s  f u l l  members and a n o t h e r  17 a s  
c a n d i d a t e  members, a s  compared t o  s i x  s u c h  a c t i v i s t s  
e l e c t e d  c a n d i d a t e  members a t  t h e  F o u r t h  Congres s .  The 
new C e n t r a l  Committee h a s  no l i b e r a l s  o r  P u l a w i a n s ,  o n l y  
t h r e e  e x - S o c i a l i s t s ,  and o n l y  two members i d e n t i f i a b l e  
a s  of J e w i s h  o r i g i n .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a few n o t o r i o u s  
S t a l i n i s t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  G e n e r a l  K a z i m i e r z  "Gaspipe" Witas-  
z e w s k i ,  w e r e  d ropped .  T h e r e  was a s h a r p  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  a p p a r a t  and t h e  m i l i t a r y .  
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The F o u r t h  Congres s  i n  1964 had e l e c t e d  s i x  m i l i t a r y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  full membership i n  t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit- 
t ee ;  t h e  F i f t h  Congres s  r e - e l e c t e d  o n l y  two--generals  
Wojciech J a r u z e l s k i  (who, a s  M i n i s t e r  OP Defense ,  d i d  
n o t  become a member of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  a s  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  
S p y c h a l s k i  had been)  and Grzegorz  Korczynsk i .  On t h e  o t h e r  
hand,  m i l i t a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  among c a n d i d a t e  members i n  
t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee inc rea , sed  from t h r e e  t o  e i g h t  w i t h  
s i x  of t h e  e i g h t  b e i n g  e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  F i f t h  Congres s ,  Gomulka, Cyrank iewicz ,  
G i e r e k ,  J a s z c z u k ,  J ed rychowsk i ,  K l i s z k o ,  K o c i o l e k ,  Kruczek ,  
Loga-Sowinski,  S p y c h a l s k i ,  S t r z e l e c k i ,  and Tejchma were 
e l e c t e d  t o  f u l l  membership i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  Rapacki ,  
S z y r ,  and  Waniolka were dropped .  J a g i e l s k i ,  J a r o s z e w i c z ,  
Moczar, and S z y d l a k  were e l e c t e d  t o  c a n d i d a t e  membership 
i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o .  Gomulka, J a s z c z u k ,  K l i s z k o ,  Moczar, 
O l szowsk i ,  S t a r e w i c z  ( t h e  o n l y  J e w  r ema in ing  i n  t h e  t o p  
l e a d e r s h i p ) ,  S t r z e l e c k i ,  S z y d l a k ,  and Tejchma were e l e c t e d  
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t .  J a r o s i n s k i  was dDopped. Except  f o r  
58-year -o ld  f o r m e r  N a t o l i n i s t  Wladyslaw Kruczek,  t h e  
newcomers a r e  younger  men, Koc io lek  and Olszowski  b e i n g  
unde r  40 .  K o c i o l e k ,  Kruczek,  and Szyd lak  e n t e r e d  t h e  
P o l i t b u r o  a s  v o i v o d s h i p  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  t h u s  b r e a k i n g  
G i e r e k ' s  monopoly i n  ' t h r i s  r e g a r d .  An e v a l u a t i o n  of 
t h e  new young men i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and S e c r e t a r i a t  a p p e a r s  
i n  t h e  "P rognos i s "  s e c t i o n  below, b u t  i t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  
h e r e  t h a t  none of t h e m  c a n  be c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  any 
"anti-Gomulka" f a c t i o n ,  w h i l e  two of t h e m  a r e  c l e a r l y  
Gomulka p r o t e g e s .  
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AFTERMATH AND PROGNOSIS 

"Base  F a b r i c a t i o n s  - and P r o v o c a t i v e  L i e s "  
---. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  and u n d i s c i p l i n e d  s u p p o r t  
of many a p p a r a t c h i k s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o v e r  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e  
d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  F i f t h  Congres s ,  Moczar and t h e  P a r t i s a n s  
d i d  n o t  g a i n  t h e  l ong-awa i t ed  promot ions  a t  t h e  Congres s ,  
and Moczar emerged unde r  a c l o u d .  By mid-January 1969 i t  
was rumored t h a t  Moczar was under  house  a r r e s t ,  t h a t  t h e  
M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r  was b e i n g  purged  of h i s  s u p p o r t e r s ,  
t h a t  he  had l o s t  h i s  S e c r e t a r i a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for 
m i l i t a r y  and s e c u r i t y  a f f a i r s ,  and t h a t  he was abou t  t o  
l o s e  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as head of t h e  v e t e r a n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
ZBOWID. On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  h e  .was n e v e r  o u t .  of s i g h t  
f o r  more t h a n  two weeks and he c o n t i n u e d  t o  a d d r e s s  
ZBOWID m e e t i n g s  i n  h i s  accustomed manner, w i t h  n a t i o n -  
a l i s t i c  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  h e r o i c  t r a d i t i o n  of t h e  r e s i s t a n c e .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  of many p f  t h e  rumors, 
t h e  w e i g h t  of t h e  e v i d e n c e  does  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  new 
C e n t r a l  Committee u n d e r t o o k  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  
M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r ,  p o s s i b l y  a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  pre-  
Congres s  l e a f l e t  i n c i d e n t  n o t e d  above.  S e v e r a l  s o u r c e s  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a few weeks a f t e r  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  
C o m m i t t e e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a P a r t y  P o l i t i c a l  Commission w i t h  
t h e  o s t e n s i b l e  p u r p o s e  of c o m b a t t i n g  r e v i s i o n i s m  b u t  
w i t h  the r e a l  purpose of s t a g i n g  a showdown w i t h  Moczar. 
Its f i r s t  t a s k  was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e A t h e  M i n i s t r y  of I n t e r i o r .  
T h i s  P o l i t i c a l  Commission, whose a c t i v e  members a r e  s a i d  
t o  i n c l u d e  K l i s z k o ,  K o c i o l e k ,  S t a r e w i c z  and S z y d l a k ,  
s h o u l d  n o t  be  c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  new C e n t k a l  Committee 
I d e o l o g i c a l  Commission headed by S z y d l a k  ( r e p l a c i n g  
K l i s z k o )  which h e l d  its f i r s t  p u b l i c i z e d  mee t ing  i n  
A p r i l  1969. The r u m o r s  OP a ?'purgeg'  of t h e . M i n i s t r y  of 
I n t e r i o r  have  n e v e r  been  conf i rmed ,  b u t  t h e  rumors  s t a t e  
t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  commission had ' t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of 
M i n i s t e r  of I n t e r i o r  S w i t a l a  and p o s s i b l y  of Moczar 
h i m s e l f ,  who was p i c t u r e d  a s  " throwing  h i s  former s u b -  
o r d i n a t e s  t o  t h e  wo lves . "  Another  v e r s i o n  * o f  t h e  s t o r y  
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is t h a t  S w i t a l a  h imse l f  i n i t i a t e d  a p u r g e  of t h e  P a r t y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  and of t h e  m i n i s t r y * s  
" N a t i o n a l i t i e s  Department"  ( i n  c h a r g e  of a n t i - Z i o n i s t  
r e s e a r c h )  a f t e r  a meeting a t  which m i n i s t r y  j o u r n a l i s t s  
took  a n  excessively a n t i - S e m i t i c  tone  and a t t a c k e d  K l i s z k o  
and ,  by i m p l i c a t i o n ,  Gomulka. Western  p r e s s  r e p o r t s  i n  . 
mid-January named j o u r n a l i s t  Ryszard  G o n t a r z  and a n t i -  
Z i o n i s t  a u t h o r  Tadeusz  Walichnowski  a s  key  p u r g e e s  i n  t h e s e  
two o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

The rumors  of  Moczar ' s  t r o u b l e s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  s u p p o r t e d  
by t h e  l i g h t  s e n t e n c e s  b e i n g  g i v e n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h e n  coming 
t o  t r i a l  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  March 1968 e v e n t s  
and  by t h e  removal  of p r o v i n c i a l  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r i e s  known 
t o  be P a r t i s a n  s u p p o r t e r s  ( F r a n c i s z e k  Wachowicz from 
Kie l ce  Vo ivodsh ip  and S t e f a n  J e d r y s z c z a k  from Lodz Voivod- 
s h i p ) ,  were t h e  s u b j e c t s  of RFE b r o a d c a s t s  and ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  one. sou rce ,  Moczar ' s  f o l l o w e r s  began t o  d e s e r t  h i s  
camp e n  masse.  Then, s p e a k i n g  t o  t h e  Warsaw P a r t y  orga-  
n i z a t i o n  on 8 F e b r u a r y  1969, Gomulka and Warsaw P a r t y  
c h i e f  Kepa d e n i e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of f a c t i o n a l i s m  w i t h i n  
t h e  P a r t y  and  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  rumored e x i s t e n c e  of " P a r t i s a n s ,  
T e c h n o c r a t s ,  Young T u r k s ,  and s o  on" t o  RFE. Gomulka 
s i n g l e d  o u t  RFE programs c o n c e r n i n g  "Comrade Moczar,  It 
c a l l i n g  t h e m  " t r a s h ,  b a s e  f a b r i c a t i o n s ,  and p r o v o c a t i v e  
l i e s . "  T h i s ,  i t  is s a i d ,  ended  t h e  d e s e r t i o n s  from t h e  
Moczar camp. Moczar h i m s e l f  s u b s e q u e n t l y  s p o k e  o u t  
a g a i n s t  RFE's " d e c e i t f u l  i n f o r m a t i o n  meant t o  s p l i t  t h e  
u n i t y  and c o h e s i o n  of o u r  s o c i e t y . "  On 27 June  1969,  t h e  
f i r s t  s e s s i o n  of the new Sejm elected Moczar t o  membership 
i n  t h e  powerless C o u n c i l  of S t a t e .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h i s  
h a s  s i g n i f i e d  t h e  end  of o n e ' s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r - - u n i t y  
t h r o u g h  f o s s i l i z a t i o n .  

P o l i c i e s  and M a n i f e s t o e s  

D e s p i t e  a n e a r  c o m p l e t e  t u r n o v e r  i n  t h e  t o p  economic 
l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e r e  are few i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  mean ingfu l  
economic r e f o r m  is i n  t h e  o f f i n g .  A P o l i s h  economis t  
s p e a k i n g  i n  p r i v a t e  a t  t h e  end  of F e b r u a r y  1969 s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  hoped f o r  major  r e v i s i o n  i n  economic p o l i c y  had 
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n o t  come and t h a t  c o n f u s i o n  seemed t o  have  deepened w i t h  
t h e  new stress on inves tmen t  p o l i c y .  T h i s  s o u r c e  s a i d  
t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  new l e a d e r s  were competent  men mean ingfu l  
changes  would have t o  f o l l o w  p o l i t i c a l  changes ,  n o t i n g  i n  
t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  t h a t  J e d r y c h o w s k i ' s  r ep lacemen t  a s  head 
of t h e  P l a n n i n g  Commission seemed t o  be c h a r g e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  
more t h a n  l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h e  t o p  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s .  

The T e c h n o c r a t  p o l i c y  c l a i m s  a r e  be ing  pushed  i n  
t h e  p r e s s ,  however,  and w i t h  a renewed a s s e r t i v e n e s s  and 
c o n f i d e n c e .  Some r e p o r t s  t i e  t h i s  t o  Gomulka's f i n a l  
d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  economic d o g m a t i s t s  who have 
opposed and s a b o t a g e d  economic r e f o r m  s i n c e  1957.  O t h e r  
r e p o r t s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  new a s s e r t i v e n e s s  r e s u l t s  f rom a 
"dea l "  Gomulka made w i t h  t h e  T e c h n o c r a t s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  i n  1968.  T h e r e  is no e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e s e  h y p o t h e s e s ,  however,  and i t  seems much more l i k e l y  
t h a t  t h e  renewed d e b a t e  of economic p o l i c y  is a c o r o l l a r y  
of the mut ing  of t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  s t r e s s e d  
by  t h e  Moczar -or ien ted  p r e s s  i n  1968. W i t h  t h e  b a s i c  
P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  pr imed t o  denounce any d e v i a t i o n  f rom 
a n  i l l - d e f i n e d  o r thodoxy ,  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of c e n t r a l  gu idance ,  
and w i t h  t h e  outcome of t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  s t r u g g l e  i n  doubt  
there  were severe i n h i b i t i o n s  on any  d e b a t e ,  even i n  r e g a r d  
t o  a modera t e  economic r e f o r m .  W i t h  t h e  removal  of  t h e s e  
i n h i b i t i o n s  o l d  d e b a t e s  have been r e s u m e d .  

I n  December 1968 and J a n u a r y  1969,  t h e  Katowice 
d a i l y  Trvbuna Robo tn icza  p u b l i s h e d  a series of a r t i c l e s  
on t h e  Hungar ian  economic r e f o r m ,  c o n c l u d i n g  t h a t  i t  d i d  
n o t  i n v o l v e  i n f l a t i o n a r y  d a n g e r s  and t h a t  i t  had r e s u l t e d  
i n  an  improvement i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g .  M o s t  s t r i k i n g  
h a s  been t h e  r e s u r g e n c e  of P o l i t y k a ,  which had been s o  
l o n g  on t h e  d e f e n s i v e  a f t e r  . the:ie:vents, :ofc 'Ma~ch '19682 On 
22 F e b r u a r y  1969,  P o l i t y k a  p u b l i s h e d  a c o m p i l a t i o n  of 
p u b l i c  pronouncements  by P a r t y  l e a d e r s  a t  r e c e n t l y  con- 
c l u d e d  P a r t y  c o n f e r e n c e s .  T h i s  c o m p i l a t i o n  d e s e r v e s  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a s  a t o u r  d ' h o r i z o n ,  f rom t h e  T e c h n o c r a t  
v i e w p o i n t ,  of t h e  "post-Moczar" e r a .  No t ing  t h a t  economic 
problems had come i n t o  t h e  f o r e  w h i l e  i d e o l o g i c a l  ones  
had r e c e d e d ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  e q u a t e d  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
r e v i s i o n i s m  w i t h  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  



a t t i t u d e s ,  " a t t i t u d e s  which provoked t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  
of p o l i t i c a l  a n a r c h y  or t h e  t e n d e n c i e s  t o  s o c i a l  demagogy." 
On 1 March 1969,  P-ka p u b l i s h e d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  a c c o u n t  
of  a d e b a t e  on t h e  "dangers"  of  Technocracy ,  g i v i n g  t h e  
m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  public exposure since March 1968 to the 
modera t e  p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  s e e k s  t o  p u t  t o  rest  " e x a g g e r a t e d  
f e a r s "  c o n c e r n i n g  T e c h n o c r a t s - - t h a t  t h e  T e c h n o c r a t s  a d v o c a t e  
a "h idden  form of t h e  p e t i t - b o u r g e o i s  ideo1ogy"and t h e  
c r e a t i o n  of a n  e l i t e  opposed t o  t h e  " l e a d i n g  r o l e  of t h e  
w o r k e r  c l a s s , "  

B u t  t h e  P a r t i s a n  v o i c e s  have  n o t  been s i l e n c e d .  
Each new s t u d e n t  t r i a l  b r i n g s  f o r t h  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  of 
t h e  1968 p u r g e s ,  t h e  h e r o i c  war t ime  l e a d e r s h i p  of "Mietek" 
(Moczar) is p r a i s e d  on e a c h  s u i t a b l e  o c c a s i o n  by s u c h  
s p e a k e r s  a s  Grzegorz  Korczynsk i ,  and i n d i v i d u a l  P a r t i s a n  
spokesmen a r e  f a r  f rom a d m i t t i n g ,  p u b l i c l y  o r  p r i v a t e l y ,  
t h a t  t h e y  a re  i n  any t r o u b l e  a t  a l l .  On 5 and 7 A p r i l  1969, 
Z y c i e  Warszawy p u b l i s h e d  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  C o l o n e l  Zbigniew 
Z a l u s k i ,  whose "The Seven P o l i s h  Deadly S i n s , "  p u b l i s h e d  
neatr ly  a decade  a g o ,  c o u l d  be  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
l i t e r a r y  f o u n d a t i o n  of t h e  P a r t i s a n  movement. C o l o n e l  
Z a l u s k i  r e a f f i r m e d  h i s  f a i t h  i n  t h e  r o m a n t i c  n a t i o n a l  
t r a d i t i o n  i n  what c o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  a P a r t i s a n  m a n i f e s t o ,  
a program f o r  p o p u l a r  m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  one which is i n t r i n s i -  
c a l l y  much more a p p e a l i n g  t h a n  t h e  f o r m e r  a n t i - Z i o n i s t  
h a r a n g u e s  or Moczar ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  maudl in  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  
h e r o i c  p a s t .  Z a l u s k i  c h i d e d  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  f o r  d a r i n g  
t o o  l i t t l e .  T h e  younger  g e n e r a t i o n ,  he s a i d ,  was l o o k i n g  
f o r  a g r e a t  v i s i o n  and h e  p roposed  o f f e r i n g  them a " s o c i a l  
dream" w h i c h  might  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  P o l i s h  n a t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r  
on t h e  b a s i s  of a I f g r e a t ,  r o m a n t i c  c i v i l i z a t i o n a l  
upheava 1. " 

Problems and P e r s o n a l i t i e s  

Po land  f a c e s  problems which w g u l d  be f o r m i d a b l e  
f o r  any  reg ime and may be i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  
o n e .  The most t a n g i b l e  of t h e s e  problems a r e  demographic  
and economic.  P o l a n d  is t h e  younges t  n a t i o n  i n  Europe.  
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W i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  of 3 2  m i l l i o n  and a b i r t h  r a t e  of o v e r  
16  p e r  1 , 0 0 0 ,  Po land  h a s  o v e r  s i x  m i l l i o n  p re - schoo l  o r  
e l e m e n t a r y  o r  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n .  N e a r l y  two 
m i l l i o n  young p e o p l e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  
f irst  time i n  J u n e  1969.  O f  t h e  2,030,000 P a r t y  members 
and a p p l i c a n t s  r e c o r d e d  i n  June  1968 (10 p e r c e n t  of t h e  
t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o v e r  18 y e a r s  of  a g e ) ,  39 p e r c e n t  j o i n e d  
less t h a n  f i v e  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y ,  57.6 p e r c e n t  were unde r  
40 y e a r s  of a g e ,  and 9 . 5  percent were between 18 and 24. 
D e s p i t e  a r e s p e c t a b l e  r a t e  of  economic g rowth ,  t h e  demo- 
g r a p h i c  p r e s s u r e s  a r e  o u t p a c i n g  t h e  economy. I n  h i s  
c l o s i n g  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  Second Plenum on 4 A p r i l  1969, 
Gomiilk,? f o r e s a w  a c u t e  s h o r t a g e s  i n  many raw m a t e r i a l s  
H e  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  i n v e s t m e n t s  were needed everywhere  b u t  
added  t h a t  t h e  p l anned  i n v e s t m e n t  reserve had been swal -  
lowed up by excesses i n  t h e  f i s c a l  p l a n s  and by o v e r s p e n d i n g  
on p r o j  ec t c o n s t r u c t  i o n  

The demographic  and economic problems w i l l  r e a c h  
c r i t i c a l  p r o p o r t i o n s  u n l e s s  two c o n t r a d i c t o r y  problems 
a r e  s o l v e d - - t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of r a t i o n a l  and p r a g m a t i c  
p l a n n i n g ,  which i n v o l v e s  economic r e f o r m  p o t e n t i a l l y  
i n i m i c a l  t o  t h e  immediate  needs of t h e  p o p u l a c e ,  and 
m o b i l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  p o p u l a c e  t o  s o l v e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  problems 
w i t h  less r e g a r d  t o  immedia te  i n d i v i d u a l  w e l l  b e i n g ,  which 
is now s e r v e d  v e r y  l a r g e l y  by l a x i t y  and t h e f t .  The Tech- 
n o c r a t s  o f f e r  t h e  f o r m e r ,  r a t i o n a l  p l a n n i n g ,  w h i l e  t h e  
P a r t i s a n s  c l a i m  t o  o f f e r  t h e  l a t t e r ,  p o p u l a r  m o b i l i z a t i o n .  
S u c c e s s f u l l y  combining  t h e  two is e s p e c i a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  
w i t h  t h e  s i l e n c i n g  of t h e  l i b e r a l  d i s s i d e n t  v o i c e s  and i n  
t h e  a b s e n c e  of p a r t i c i p a t o r y  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  democracy 
which might  encourage  a g e n u i n e  u n i t i n g  of t h e  n a t i o n  
w i t h o u t  s e l f - d e f e a t i n g  c o e r c i o n  e 

A t  t h e  moment,,duguaD 1969,  t h e  Gomulka s y s t e m  SUP- 
v i v e s  b u t  t h e  e v e n t s  of 1968 b rough t  r a d i c a l  changes .  
T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  now r e l i e s  on a l a r g e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  
Prom t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  b u t  i t  has  r e c e i v e d  what 
amounts t o  a v o t e  of no  c o n f i d e n c e  from t h e  n e x t  lower  
e c h e l o n  of t h e  a p p a r a t ,  t h e  Congress  d e l e g a t e s .  The P a r t y  
r a n k  and f i l e  have  been n e i t h e r  e f f e c t i v e l y  d i s c i p l i n e d  
n o r  s a t i s f i e d  i n  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s .  Al though Moczar 's  
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l i n k  w i t h  t h e  s e c u r i t y  f o r c e s  may have been c u t ,  t h e  
r e a s s e r t i o n  of C e n t r a l  Committee c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e s e  
f o r c e s  h a s  y e t  t o  be  p roved .  The army, s u b j e c t e d  t o  
three waves of p u n i t i v e  or p r e e m p t i v e  p u r g e s  i n  1967-1968 
and excluded f rom t h e  top  P a r t y  c o u n s e l s ,  is p r o b a b l y  l o y a l  
t o  t h e  P a r t y  i n  t h e  a b s t r a c t  b u t  n o t  t o  any  f a c t i o n ,  i n -  
c l u d i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  and t h u s  might  n o t  a c t  t o  p r e v e n t  
changes  r e s u l t i n g  from o t h e r  c o m b i n a t i o n s  of f o r c e s ,  I f  
the i n d u s t r i a l  b u r e a u c r a c y  is not s o o n  s a t i s f i e d  i n  r e g a r d  
t o  r c f o r m ,  i t  c o u l d  throw its w e i g h t  more d e c i s i v e l y  beh ind  
any f o r c e  which promised  change .  

Al though G i e r e k  and Moczar remain  p o t e n t i a l  a l t e r n a -  
t i v e s  t o  Gomulka, n e i t h e r  of them seems t o  have enhanced  
h i s  p o s i t i o n  by t h e  r o l e  h e  p l a y e d  i n  1968.  G i e r e k  p roved  
a g a i n  h i s  p r e f e r e n c e  for o r d e r  o v e r  change  w h i l e  Moczar 
came c l o s e  t o  p r o v o k i n g  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n ,  o n l y  
t o  r e c o i l  f rom t h e  s t i g m a  of i t - - p r o b a b l y  because  h e  saw 
i t  c o u l d  n o t  s u c c e e d ,  a t  l e a s t  p a r t l y  due  t o  e v e n t s  o u t s i d e  
of P o l a n d .  Change t h r o u g h  an  o r d e r l y  s u c c e s s i o n ,  i f  i t  
is p o s s i b l e ,  would seem t o  d e v o l v e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  on t h e  
new young men i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  and t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t .  I t  
seems i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  Gomulka's f a l l  would i n v o l v e  t h e  
f a l l  of h i s  e n t i r e  " L i t t l e  P o l i t b u r o . "  Zenon K l i s z k o  
( b o r n  i n  1908)  might  s u r v i v e  b r i e f l y  a s  a n  i n t e r r e g n u m  
f i g u r e h e a d  and h e  may have  h i s  own "group" of young men, 
b u t  t h i s  ' 'gray emminence" is g r a y e r  w i t h  e a c h  p a s s i n g  
y e a r .  The same i n t e r i m  r o l e  might  be  p l a y e d  by Boles law 
Jaszczuk  ( b o r n  i n  1 9 1 3 ) ,  who was spoken  of a s  a p o s s i b l e  
s u c c e s s o r  t o  Gomulka from 1963 t o  1966 and who a t t a i n e d  
f u l l  P o l i t b u r o  membership o n l y  i n  J u l y  1968.  B u t  J a s z c z u k ,  
who e n t e r e d  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  i n  1963, a f t e r  f o u r  y e a r s  a s  
ambassador  t o  MOSCOW, is most unconv inc ing  i n  h i s  r e c e n t  
d e f e n s e  of  a more l i b e r a l  economic p o l i c y ,  he  may have 
d a l l i e d  w i t h  t h e  P a r t i s a n s  i n  1965 b u t  w i t h o u t  mutua l  
p r o f i t ,  and t h e  June  1969 e l e c t i o n s ,  i n  which h e  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  l o w e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  of  any e l e c t e d  c a n d i d a t e ,  s u g g e s t  
t h a t  he is one of t h e  most unpopu la r  men i n  Po land .  

The s t r o n g e s t  of t h e  new young men would seem t o  
be S t a n i s l a w  K o c i o l e k .  Born i n  Warsaw i n  1933,  he  moved 
from a l e a d i n g  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Communist youth  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  t o  become f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of a Warsaw d i s t r i c t  P a r t y  
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commit tee  i n  1963 and t o  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Warsaw 
P a r t y  Committee i n  1964. H e  was made a c a n d i d a t e  member 
of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee a t  t h e  F o u r t h  Congress  i n  J u n e  
1964 and a f u l l  member a t  t h e  F o u r t h  Plenum i n  1966. 
K o c i o l e k  a p p a r e n t l y  r e b u f f e d  a Moczar approach  i n  1965 
and P a r t i s a n  h o s t i l i t y  may p a r t i a l l y  e x p l a i n  h i s  t r a n s f e r  
t o  Gdansk Voivodship  i n  l a t e  1967 f o l l o w i n g  h l s  d e f e n s e  of 
I s r a e l ' s  r i g h t  t o  e x i s t  and h i s  condemnation of " r e a c t i o n a r y  
Arab n a t i o n a l i s m "  i n  September  1967. Koc io lek  has  a d o c t o r ' s  
d e g r e e  Prom t h e  Department  of Ph i losophy  of Warsaw Univer -  
s i t y ,  where h e  s t u d i e d  under  Leszek Kolakowski ,  and h e  is 
s a i d  t o  be i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  g i f t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  a " f a n a t i c "  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  Marxism-Leninism. He took  t h e  l e a d ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  Zenon K l i s z k o  (Kocio lek  is s a i d  t o  be m a r r i e d  t o  
K l i s z k o ' s  d a u g h t e r ) ,  i n  o u s t i n g  Kolakowski from t h e  P a r t y  
i n  1966 and Koc io lek  has  a r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a n  a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l  
and  a hard-f i s t e d  a p p a r a t c h i k .  Taking  over* ' - the  Warsaw 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  a n  economic s c a n d a l ,  he used  
"S t a 1 i n i s  t" m e t  hods &o e l  imina t e  c o r r u p t  i o n .  Most i m p o r t a n t ,  
he  is devo ted  t o  Gomulka and i n  1965 h e  w a s  be ing  c a l l e d  
one of GomulkaPs two " P a r t y  sons" ( t h e  o t h e r  was Jozef  
Tejchma) Koc io lek  r e t a i n s  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  f i r s t '  s e c r e t a r y  
of the Gdansk Voivodship  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a f t e r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  
P o l i t b u r o  a t  t h e  F i f t h  Congress  i n  November 1968. I n  J u n e  
1969,  Koc io lek  accompanied Gomulka, Cyrank iewicz ,  K l i s z k o ,  

, and S t a r e w i c z  (and  C e n t r a l  Committee depa r tmen t  heads  
J o z e f  Czesak and  Andrzej  Weblan) t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Communist Confe rence  i n  M O S C O W ,  t h u s  f i l l i n g  t h e  s l o t  one 
might h a v e  e x p e c t e d  Gie rek  t o  f i l l .  

I n  h i s  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  F i f t h  Congres s ,  Koc io lek  
d e l i v e r e d  one of t h e  f e w  s p e c i f i c  r e b u f f s  t o  t h e  " a p p a r a t  
r e v o l t "  when h e  no ted :  "It is e s s e n t i a l  t o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
a p p l y  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  p r i n c i p l e s  i n  j u d g i n g  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  
of comrades and  i n  c a d r e  p o l i c y  . e . I n  t h e  pre-Congress  
d i s c u s s i o n  t h e r e  w a s  l e g i t i m a t e  c r i t i c i sm . . of t h e  
f a i l u r e  of a number of P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  keep  check  
on t h e i r  members, bo th  t h o s e  i n  p o s i t i o n s  of l e a d e r s h i p  
and t h o s e  i n  t h e  r a n k s . "  Groomed by Gomulka and K l i s z k o ,  
but: n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a g n a n t  " e s t a b l i s h m e n t , "  a 
b c l i e v c r  i n  t h e  " d i c t a t o r s h i p  of t h e  a p p a r a t c h i k s "  b u t  
n o t  g u i l t y  of a p p a r a t  r e v o l t ,  and owing n o t h i n g  t o  e i t h e r  
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Moczar o r  G i e r e k ,  K o c i o l e k  may o f f e r  t h e  b e s t  hope of a n  
o r d e r l y  s u c c e s s i o n ,  and  might  be r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  new 
"Crown P r i n c e . "  B u t  he  l a c k s  one e s s e n t i a l - - a  s e c u r e  
power b a s e .  K o c i o l e k  made more enemies t h a n  f r i e n d s  
during h i s  W a r s a w  tenure, he i s  new i n  Gdansk, and h e  has  
e n t e r e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  a s  an  a p p a r e n t l y  unwelcome 
o u t s i d e r ,  Only s t r o n g  S o v i e t  s u p p o r t  c o u l d  overcome t h i s  
s h o r t c o m i n g  

J o z e f  Tejchma, t h e  o t h e r  " P a r t y  son" of Gomulka a s  
n o t e d  above ,  is s a i d  t o  be c o - r e s p o n s i b l e  ( w i t h  J a n  S z y d l a k  
and S t e f a n  Olszowski) ,  f o r  r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  i n  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  
sector.  These  t h r e e  young men a r e  s a i d  t o  have r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t y  f o r  k e e p i n g  s t u d e n t s  and j o u r n a l i s t s  u n d e r  c o n t r o l ,  
w h i l e  Gomulka and Kliszko r e t a i n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  make a l l  
b a s i c  d e c i s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  i d e o l o g y .  Born i n  1927 and a 
P a r t y  member s i n c e  1952, Tejchma worked i n  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  
Department  of t h e  Union of P o l i s h  Youth p r i o r  t o  i ts d i s -  
s o l u t i o r i  i n  1956, From 1957,  he headed t h e  new r u r a l  
y o u t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  u n t i l  he  became d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee A g r i c u l t u r a l  Department  i n  1963. H e  
s e r v e d  on t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  commissions f o r  t h e  T h i r d ,  
F o u r t h  and F i f t h  C o n g r e s s e s ,  was e l e c t e d  a d e p u t y  member 
of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee a t  t h e  T h i r d  Congres s  and a f u l l  
member a t  t h e  F o u r t h  C o n g r e s s ,  when he a l s o  e n t e r e d  t h e  
S e c r e t a r i a t  r e p o r t e d l y  unde r  t h e  s p o n s o r s h i p  of Ochab. 
H e  h a s  been spoken  of a s  a p o s s i b l e  s u c c e s s o r  t o  Gomulka 
s i n c e  1967. H e  e n t e r e d  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  a t  t h e  F i f t h  Con- 
g r e s s  ~ Tejchma is d e s c r i b e d  a s  i n t e l l i g e n t  and r e s o l u t e ,  
a "Gomulka many' b u t  h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  by a l l .  H i s  F i f t h  
Congres s  s p e e c h  was d e v o t e d  l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  
s h o r t c o m i n g s  of the  y o u t h .  

J a n  S z y d l a k ,  who won t h e  d o u b l e  promot ion  t o  t h e  
S e c r e t a r i a t  and t o  c a n d i d a t e  membership i n  t h e  P o l i t b u r o  
a t  t h e  F i f t h  C o n g r e s s p  w h i l e  n o t  a n  immediate  c a n d i d a t e  
f o r  t h e  j o b  of F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ,  m u s t  be c o n s i d e r e d  a 
ma jo r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  new b a l a n c e  of power,  Born i n  1925,  
S z y d l a k  s p e n t  t h e  war  y e a r s  a t  f o r c e d  l a b o r  i n  Germany 
and j o i n e d  t h e  P a r t y  immedia t e ly  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  
P o l a n d  i n  1945, A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee 
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P a r t y  S c h o o l  i n  1951,  Szyd lak  s e r v e d  i n  s e v e r a l  you th  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  p o s i t i o n s  u n t i l  j o i n i n g  Gierek i n  Katowice  
w h e r e  he s e r v e d  a s  s e c r e t a r y  f o r  propaganda from 1957 
t o  1960,  when h e  was made f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Poznan 
Vo ivodsh ip  P a r t y  Commit tee ,  H e  was  made a c a n d i d a t e  
member of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee a t  t h e  T h i r d  Congres s  and 
n f u l l  member a t  t h e  F o u r t h  Congres s .  H e  gave  u p  h i s  
Poznan p o s t  i n  November 1968 f o l l o w i n g  h i s  appo in tmen t  t o  
t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t .  D e s c r i b e d  a s  a r r o g a n t  and o v e r b e a r i n g ,  
nicknamed t h e  "Ox9" S z y d l a k  r u l e d  Poznan a s  a demandihg 
a u t o c r a t  and a p p a r e n t l y  o f f e n d e d  enough p e o p l e  t o  provoke  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  f rom Warsaw i n  1961  and 1963.  The c a u s e  
of h i s  p r e s e n t  success r ema ins  somewhat of a mys te ry .  
Accord ing  t o  one  h a r d l y  c r e d i b l e  s t o r y ,  t h e  outcome of 
t h e  F i f t h  Congres s  remained  i n  doubt  u n t i l  S z y d l a k ,  a t  
G i e r e k ' s  u r g i n g ,  swung Poznan f o r m a l l y  behind  Gomulka, 
this c r e a t i n g  a s t r o n g  Gierek-Szydlak  f a c t i o n  on which 
Gomulka w a s  f o r c e d  t o  depend.  An oppos ing  and o n l y  
s l i g h t l y  more c r e d i b l e  s t o r y  is t h a t  Szyd lak  was one of 
a g r o u p  b a c k i n g  G i e r e k  i n  March 1968,  a g roup  which now 
c o n s i d e r s  G i e r e k  a "broken  r e e d "  a f t e r  h i s  I fdea l"  w i t h  
Gomulka, The p u b l i c  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  by a member of t h e  
P a r t y  A u d i t i n g  Commission i n t e r v i e w e d  a f t e r  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  
seems adequa te - -Szyd lak ' s  p romot ion  was a r e c o g n i t i o n  of 
P o z n a n ' s  impor t ance  a s  t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
and a p r o v i n c e  w i t h  o u t s t a n d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  
accompl i shmen t s ,  and a r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  " c o r r e c t  a c t i o n  
t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  March d i s t u r b a n c e s  * I r  ( S z y d l a k ' s  pledge 
of suppor t  t o  Gomulka f o l l o w e d  G i e r e k ' s  by o n l y  two d a y s ,  
and h e  showed i n c r e a s i n g  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
Warsaw a u t h o r i t i e s  t h e r e a f t e r .  ) It  is d o u b t f u l  i f  
G i e r e k  r e t a i n s  any r e a l  i n f l u e n c e  o v e r  Szyd lak  o r  t h a t  
S z y d l a k  owes h i s  p romot ion  t o  G i e r e k .  Even i f  t h e  above  
"brolcen r e e d "  s t o r y  is d i s c o u n t e d ,  i t  rema ins  t r u e  t h a t  
r e p o r t s  of S z y d l a k ' s  i n c r e a s i n g  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  were 
somet imes  accompanied by r e p o r t s  of G i e r e k ' s  i n c r e a s i n g  
i s o l a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Congress  ~ 

New S e c r e t a r i a t  member S t e f a n  Olszowski  I s  t h e  
l e a s t  of t h e  new l e a d e r s  b u t  p e r h a p s  most t y p i c a l  of t h e  
coming g e n e r a t i o n .  Born i n  1933,  Olszowski  h e l d  v a r i o u s  
you th  o r g a n i z a t i o n  p o s t s  p r i o r  t o  1956. I n  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
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y e a r  p r e c e d i n g  October 1956 ,  h e  was i n  P rague  and s o  
r e t u r n e d  a s  a r e l a t i v e  unknown t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  P o l i s h  
S t u d e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n  from which h e  r o o t e d  o u t  t h e  "October  
menqf between 1957 and 1960.  R e p o r t e d l y  w i t h  K l i s z k o ' s  
s p o n s o r s h i p ,  O l szowsk i  o b t a i n e d  a P a r t y  s e c r e t a r y  p o s t  i n  
Poznan i n  1960 and  t h e n  p romot ion  t o  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee P r e s s  O f f i c e  i n  1963.  H e  was made a 
member of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee a t  t h e  F o u r t h  Congress  i n  
1964.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a member of 
" K 1 i s z k o " s  g roup , "  O l szowsk i  has  been  v a r i o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d  
a s  a Moczar s u p p o r t e r  and a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  "Gierek-  
Szyd lak"  f a c t  i o n .  P o l i t v k a  e d i t o r  Mieczyslaw Rakowski, 
s p e a k i n g  p r i v a t e l y  i n  March 1969,  n o t e d  t h a t  " i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  
of t o p - l e v e l  a t t e n t i o n  and g u i d a n c e ,  t h e  P o l i s h  scene is 
more and more dominated  by a m b i t i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  a t  a 
lower  l e v e l , "  p e o p l e  who have a " lower  midd le  c l a s s  
m e n t a l i t y . v '  S t e f a n  Ol szowsk i ,  Rakowski added ,  is t h e  
p r o t o t y p e  of t h e s e  new men. 

P r o g n o s i s  - 

A s  c o n f o r m i s t  a s  G i e r e k  is and a s  l a c k i n g  i n  any 
c o n c r e t e  program a s  Moczar h a s  seemed t o  b e ,  t h e  men 
named above seem even  less l i k e l y  t o  i n t r o d u c e  i m a g i n a t i v e  
r e f o r m s .  What movement t h e r e  h a s  been i n  1969 h a s  been 
l i m i t e d  t o  r a t h e r  f a l t e r i n g  o v e r t u r e s  i n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  
and t r a d e ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  Bonn, and t o  t a l k  of 
d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i n  economic d e c i s i o n  making. S o v i e t  
h o s t i l i t y  t o  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m  o r  even  t o  economic r e f o r m  
which seems t o  p r e s a g e  p o l i t i c a l  r e f o r m  l i m i t s  any i n i -  
t i a t i v e  e v e n  f u r t h e r .  Looking toward  t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  
f i r s t  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  is t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  n o t h i n g  w i l l  change .  
Gomulka's s t y l e ,  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  s y s t e m ,  and S o v i e t  
h o s t i l i t y  t o  change  a l l  m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  mean ingfu l  
r e f o r m .  No one p e r s o n a l i t y  and no  combina t ion  a t  t h e  
t o p  have emerged t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .  The masses ,  
t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  and t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a r e  a l l  p r e s e n t l y  
q u i e s c e n t .  But t h e i r  a p a t h y  masks a pro found  d i s c o n t e n t  
and i t  is g e n e r a l l y  a d m i t t e d ,  by P o l i s h  s o u r c e s  and 
Western  a n a l y s t s ,  t h a t  t h i n g s  c a n n o t  g o  on a s  t h e y  a r e ,  
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C e r t a i n l y  Warsaw and t h e  Kreml in  m u s t  be conce rned  
a l r e a d y  w i t h  one i n e s c a p a b l e  change-- the c h o i c e  of Gomul- ' 
k a ' s  s u c c e s s o r .  The c h o i c e  c a n  h a r d l y  be an  e a s y  one .  
G i e r c k ' s  Western  e x p e r i e n c e  and Moczar ' s  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  
o v e r  and above  t h e i r  p o s s i b l e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Czechos lo-  
vak i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  would be enough t o  evoke  a S o v i e t  v e t o  
i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a tmosphe re .  And i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
a tmosphe re  a S o v i e t  v e t o  s h o u l d  be d e c i s i v e .  C o n t r o l ,  n o t  
competence ,  is t h e  c r u c i a l  S o v i e t  c r i t e r i o n ,  and i t  is 
control w h i c h  t h e  e v e n t s  of  1968 b r i n g  m o s t  i n t o  q u e s t i o n .  

These  m u l t i p l e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  t h e  t e n s i o n  between 
t h e  need  f o r  change  and t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  of i t ,  t h e  
impending s e l e c t i o n  of a s u c c e s s o r  and t h e  absence  of 
q u a l i f i e d  c a n d i d a t e s ,  would seem t o  r a i s e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of a n o t h e r  v i o l e n t  upheava l  w i t h i n  t h e  P a r t y .  I n  Poland  
and Hungary i n  1956 and i n  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  i n  1968, t h e  
P a r t y  m o n o l i t h  h a s  t u r n e d  r a t h e r  u n e x p e c t e d l y  t o  s a n d .  
I n  P o l a n d  t o d a y ,  t h e  u s u a l  image of a t i g h t l y  d i s c i p l i n e d  
P a r t y  is now r i g h t l y  s u s p e c t  and there  h a s  a l r e a d y  been 
a n  example of t h e  P a r t y  f r a c t u r i n g  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  of 
i t s  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The  P o l i s h  a p p a r a t  r e v o l t  of 
1968 may p rove  a p r e l u d e  t o  a f u r t h e r  and more thorough-  
g o i n g  a t t e m p t  by l o w e r - l e v e l  f u n c t i o n a r i e s  t o  f o r c e  
change  from below upon an  immobile regime. 
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