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MEMORANDUM FOR: Brigadier General Brent Scowcroft 
» Deputy Assistant to the President 

for National Security Affairs 

SUBJECT : Foreign Reaction to the Watergate 
Developments - 

l. The official reaction abroad to these developments
V 

has, not surprisingly, been scarce. Most foreign leaders 
have declined to comment and are keeping their thoughts'on 
it very much to themselves. They are undoubtedly following V 

it carefully but withholding decisions until they are more 
confident of its implications. _ 

2. In contrast to the guarded official reaction, media- 
coverage, especially in Europe, has been extensive.- The 
attached paper, prepared by the Foreign Broadcast_Information f 

Service, reviews this coverage. 
i

V 

3. No other distribution is being made of this paper. 

EDWARD wt PROCTOR 
Deputy Director for Intelligence 

Attachment: . 
- ~ 

As stated 

'
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FOREIGN RADIO AND PRESS REACTICN TO WA" [U 33 uh) >1 “1 [.17 tjQ ELOPMENTS 
S U M M A R Y 

l. While West European official spokesmen have been circumspect, 
the successive public disclosures of developments in the Watergate 
case have sparked increasingly heavy West European radio and press 
reportage and comment, with British and French --ction the most 
extensive. The reaction has been generally 

' " l of the 
President's handling of the affair, scathing in criticism of 
White House aides, and apprehensive about the impact of the case 
on U toreign policy. There have been widespread expressions 
of concern that the President's effectiveness in foreign affairs 
may have been impaired at least temporarily, as well as some - 

speculation that he may be tempted to take some * itate foreign 
'policy action as a means of recouping his prestise home. Their 
unsparing criticism aside, a number of European commentators have 
viewed the public disclosures as a vindication of the American 
political process and confirmation of the vitality of democratic 
institutions. _ I 
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2. In the Far East, reportage and comment has been especially 
extensive from Japan, '-' newspapers broke with the normal 
practice of carrying - 

" i _ news on inside pages to give front—page 
prominence to developments since 28 April. Admonitions against 
concentrating too much power in the hands of White House aides and 
praise for the role played by the U.S. press predominated in Tokyo 
press editorials; "Both in harshly critical and in sympathetic 
editorials, there was a pervasive concern about possible =' 

repercussions in the international arena.
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3. Saigon, Seoul, and Taipei reaction has been ‘ bly circumspect. 
‘No mention of Watergate has been heard in any ;-"_ l South 
Vietnamese broadcast since at least mid~April, anc press comment 
has been noted in only three Saigon papers. Seoul radio has 
relegated most of its ‘ts on the subject to the end of its 

news agency has limited its coverage 
to reporting headlines in eoul newspapers. Taipei radio has 
reported Watergate developments in its newscasts, but the CHIP 
NEWS AGENCY has maintained a blackout on the subject. A single 
available press commentary said "we do not like to attach too

' 

. 
'much importance to this incident“ but went on to deplore the 
“scandal."‘ Other Asian reaction has been scattered, including 
Delhi press comment focused on doubt as to the credibility of the
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President’s statements and on the potential weakening of his 
ability to govern. -Two Thai papers editorially praised the 
President for refusing to cover up the issue.

A 

5. Comment has been monitored only from Cairo in the Arab 
world. Egyptian papers argued that the methods used by the 
Administration in domestic matters extend to U,S. relations 
with other countries and commented that the Watergate disclosures 
do not promote confidence in U.S. promises, plans, or statements.» 
Limited Israeli press comment sew the President's opponents as 
unduly inflating en affair that would not have raised such a 

furor in Israel. 
’" A 

0\ . F-L D4 
»< ere has been little :eportege or comment from Africa. 

Nieerian reaction was especially critical. Limited Latin American 
o _ 

L .1 

comment has been critical from Panama, Chile, and Argentina, mixed 
from Colombia and laudator* of the President from Brazil. 

'
9 

7. Washington's two partners in summit diplomacy have carefully 
stayed aloof from the Watergate situation. Peking is still 
ignoring it entirely. Moscow has never mentioned the President‘s 
30'April'addressr lts first news ster since 29 April, when

l 

PRAVDA reported FBI Director Gray‘s r nation,'was a report 
on 5 that Richardson was to replace Kleindienst; By contrast, 
most Moscow's East European allies have reported the Watergatei 
developments promptly and commented on them, though not at the_’ 
authoritative level of -~‘ editorials, East Germany and 
Czechoslovakia have continued to air the harshest comment, while 
much more limited Polish and Romanian coverage has been notably

' 

sympathetic to the President’s handling of the affair.“ Yugoslav 
reaction has been restrained and marked by a focus on the possible 
international implicati0ns~—an aspect muted or ignored in the 
Soviet bloc comment, - 
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8. Hanoi and Liberation Radio have carried an increasing 
flow of reports on Watergate since 24 April. Hanoi otfered 
first extensive analysis in a two-part radio commentary in 
Vietnamese on 7 and 8 April,-judging Watergate a "great political 
loss” for the President that threatens not only his prestige but 
also "his leadership of the nation." V

c 

9. Havana has continued to follow the Watergate developments 
closely and‘to comment in e caustic vein. It has not, however, 
developed a major anti—U.S. propaganda campaign around the subject. 
One broadcast on l0 May found the involvement of "Cuban 
counterrevolutionaries" not surprising in light of the President's 
alleged relations with such oops and his "important role? as Vice 
President-in planning the ' of Pigs invasion. I321 B \<‘=» 
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the official level. The media have reported ofticini reactions 
limited lat 
United Stat 
backlash on 

gely to public expressions of confidence in the 
es or private assurances discounting a Watergate 
U.S. foreign policy. Eews resorts and editorial 

comment, however, have increased as the disclosures relating 
. - , , . 

to Watergate have mounted, witn tne nenviest coverage monitored 
1 _k 

from the British one trench press.
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Fr O t ~rgate has become the major, continuing story 
- the British radio, television, and press. It 

was making trontpnge headlines in the London press before the 
President‘s 30 April speech and has since become an even bigger 
story. British correspondents in Washington have provided daily 
reports on each new revelation, including developments relating 
to the Ellsberg trial, the Vesco contribution, and tne charges 
of CIA invo 
letters—to~ 

lvement. The subject-has figured prominently in
“ 

the—editor columns. ‘ 
‘ 

1
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U’:_‘D The oress in general hes conveyed Feelings of 
‘ ' 
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{"11 States and tbraughont the world. The DAILY TEL
Q a staunch snpoottcr of the President dutir- the Vietnam war, 

a 30 Aptil'editotial that the “resiéent’s "behavior daimtdin 
as this crisis mounted has been such as increasingly to undermine 

'- 
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faith not only in his own competence but also, nowever 
hesitetingly, in his own integtit; “ Reacting several days 
latter to the President's new guidelines on executive privilege, 
the =‘ er-cautioned that "no one should claim that any convers 
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tion Watergate is confidential." It added that the 
.1 rnY'\o l‘* "C ' ”- ° " ' ‘ * " 

Presioe"; ¢.n o we W15‘ to foiswcer any right to execu_ive 
privilege in nn7*of the Watergate hearings." 

An editorial in the 6 Hey SUNDAY P3 Fl t_. £4 
J

“ 

Fl: % V CG likewise criticized 
the President‘s use of executive privilege saying that ' 

"Chsopaouiddick pales into insignificance in comparison with 
n /~

' 

. H “ ‘ Watergate .£te; derining the President‘s television speech 
as "the pathetic nnttet ot n thitderate csr salesmen," the 
editorial Warned that relience.on executive privilege would 
"further and perhaps fatally erode the fest-diminishing 
confidence of the American people in the competence and integrity 
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of their Presinent. inst is Loo_nign n price to pay ior the 
safety from legal impeachment which an imposed silence 
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P@regr4q@ WQfgfhQTnP the orominent rightwing journalist who has '. .1..\ - < ~'a "'.~*~ “‘ " 
beenohighly laudatory of President fiixon in the'past, also had 
harsh words for him lengthy arfiiclg, @130 9“ th3"ed1?°r}al1 
page of the 6 May SUNDAY ~RAPH, Worsthorne wrote: If it EQOm 
a pecularily insensitive =. arrogant king to shock Amsrlfififl 
opinion into doing something about the excessive power oi the ‘ ‘ 

nonsrch so it may be that there had to be e pecularily insensitive """ ' 

f“' 'T‘V\ -¢ 

and artossnt President to do the same for the modern POWELS Oi “ U 
. 4 k - - _ . . < ~ #1 

the White House.“ What Watergate displays so eloquently, Noistnorn 
Qgntinued, "‘ the seamy side of power, its squalor and poverty 
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.--w 1- ._,.7,__.1 F"--'-\.='"r= ' ins LOUuuu LLmLQ§ in s 2 sy editorial on the Fresident‘s speech, 
wrote that Watergate "is indeed a bed business and a dirty‘i 
business, but it is not unique." It is not unique? but it is 
very dangerous." Sharply attacking the~Presieent‘s White house » 

associates, the editorial “These young men with their_ 
Pepsodent smiles and their ethics—-their ‘name of the 

.- _ r-_ " ‘ kl Game i winning‘ beliers~—were not I. pflflple 10 59 alaund tea 
fihitm use, not because they were wicked men, but because they ' ' — 1 - . 

_ t -, N , -1 M, r . ; ~'u’ “ r‘ in the were only heli men. They are not a £PEC1°S OfilY1lDufiU - 
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Hpartlyg one wguld suppose, bgggusé the secosd~rate "ts; in the 
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short term an unqualified loyalty tnat oetter men do not give, 
It is characteristic of "an insecure or selfecentered men," the 
TIHES added, "to demand such.loyalty, and characteristic oi such 
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lovalty to bgtrfly the master true interests in support or
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big §uUpQ$€d wishes. It is _- loyalty or the men who muieeree 
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I-l_'. An erticle in the 6 Hey »3V53p 5? ~¢h3@l Davie; 5139 
imeugued the competence I the President‘s advisers. Eetergete, 
he wrote, “shows how the ricen system throws amateurs up into 
Dositieus of power," Davie vent on to ssy that Watergate had 
exposed a major flaw in the American politica' "' tem~~the 
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absence of any “rapid may of removing, *’thout e massiye coevulsion, 
a Pffisidgut who has lost the confidence oi the people.f This 
thoflu hes beén Ygitorgtnu gn most of the British papers, ..7/U '\.¢ M-~ "~ '-~ " “ “’ ”' "'~ 
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The British papers all expressed concern over the possible impact 
of the case on U,S. foreign policy, The 2 Nay GUARDIAE, in an 
editorial entitled “The Stench.of Hatergete," wrote: "This is not 
the most auspicious time to pursue Br; Kissinger‘s fruitfiul

o 
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suggestion for a new Atlantic charter. Mr. Nixon would be wise 
to let the duet settle a bit, assuming that he believes it will

' 

eventually settle. This is a sad consequence of Watergate: Hr. 
Nixon‘s policies have had much success, notabl 

' China and 
Russia, but a pause is now inevitable,“ The nl * l n " 

declared on 2 May that the ability of the Nixon Aoministration- 
to take a firm and consistent line on international issues "will" 
inevitably be weakened until the Watergate affair is satisfactorily 
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An article by Gordon Brook~Shepherd in the 6 hey SUEDAY TELEGRAPH 
typified British comment on Uatergate‘s impact on foreign policy: 
"What it amounts to for us is this: “In America they are reviving 
the old jibe shout fir. Nixon not being the sort of man you ' 

would buy a secondhand car from, hut we in West Europe may soon 
he buying somethin§ far more important than that from himw~our 
life insurance policy in the literal meaning of those words. 
The President cannot~complain if now, more than ever before,-we 
resist any attempts of his to draw up that policy too quickly_or 
insert too much fine print at the bottom." The article went on 
to say that what will.worry the Kremlin most is "the uncertainty, 
not only about Nixon's own future, but ’ l‘ the future of his 
policymaking style and methods." .1 

'
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Tl communist MOREING STAR published material on Watergate almost 
daily and, like the major papers, mostly in front—page stories. 
General Haig's appointment produced a banner headline entitled 
“Bombing General Moves Into Ehite House." The HORNIEG STAR 

_ _ 

also seized upon Watergate as an opportunity to demand Ambassador 
Annenberg‘s recall on.grounds that he had given too much financial 
support to the President and to "a system which is rotten to the 
core.“ ' 
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Qmw Bernard Levin in the 8 May TlfiF came to the President‘s gense 
and reproved Eritish critics for display;-Q "gleeful hysteria“ over 
Watergate. Levin praised the ?resident’s achievement in foreign - 

and domestic policy as greatly overshadowing anything_he might he 
- - 1 '- 1 A. . 

* ‘~_,__..-_ 42"‘ ~ ._' .. -.* i 4 ,_ criticized tor in the wateigate airairi Levin's article drew 
a response from Labor HP e Foot who owovested in e letter to M . ., .- iruovk -. ‘H _.ui . 

the editor in the next day s ‘.338 that Levin’ credentials as a 
political analyst were i sod that his rts to assist 
“a United States President _ le“ would prohahf" add 
considerably to the lntter‘s anxieties. ' 
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FRANCE Watergate emerged as a major issue in the French press 
f‘-3 3 .-s following Presid.l: fiixon's 30 April speech, with the 

main emphasis placed on the view that the President had lost 
credibility in the eyes of the American public. LE HDEDE was 
particularly critical of What it described as the President's role 
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in "the amateurism, incompet€n¢@, and iRQPtl Yhich hfve 
~~ ., - ’ r‘ 

' "F" J1 5.flE'3i1: turned a sorcid story Q5 seeay e°plO ml LO i v- : ogof - : ’ 
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which is shski; the pillars of Ju8tlC¢, On t AZ] tc_ pens 
commented that whether one believed the President Or H@f>A He ~ 

- rt , 
- ’ 'v 0- “

_ will have to confess to s series or errors Ot 3uQsm—1P 1?, 
order to exculpete himself." CorreSP0fi5&»' Jfl¢qu@5 Amalrlc

E 
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asserted in the 8 May LE NONDE that the Presideot -1- 
to be “less conceroed with justice and truth" the U

V 

"using all his powers to further limit toe inquiry. H 

An 
editorial in the 6~7 May issue oi the same paper comhented 
that-the President had shown in his Hhite Hous@ @P??1n?EEnt5 
"mental blindness which tomorrow may he celled crielnai 
weakness, and this will weigh heavily on what remains of 
his future as PteSid@Ht~” 
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LE FIGARQ was somewhat less harsh in itS iY@&?E@nt 95 the 
President. In the only monitored direct French press referfinCe 
to the international imtsct of Wet@T25te@ E 7 MR? ¢@@m@ntarY 

""by correspondent Leo Ssuvsge stressed the tremendous politl¢a$ 
diffiiculties confronting the ?resident and observed that he Wlil "' 

. - - n ~ 1- 
. - l = - ~ -s, ~c1 the osll-'nd likely b3 handicapted lfl his £O%eLD1_pGit f 

chain tied to his ankle marked Watergate. 
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On the 7th L‘AHRORE summed the disclosures on Watergate with 
_ A_ ,- tilt fhm Hqqsssveqs plpgg" involved in the the ohsetvation c:s- ~ W ~"*t“““"" Tflfit @1 1-“ Hw_»4 0 
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to protect themselves and to lQoSeU Kualr f@=P@# ~ — 5"“ 
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of them are even trying to 811856 this PIQSLJQRE1 ocTis ' -1 H - M: _ -‘ »< ~"-- ' r~ ““"
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. - -; »_- <, xolotino tie icp_i-1tlocs_ lies U» be dwtfi-Y Ewe so.-_1‘i 
of the djgQlg5ureS, LE FISARO on the 8th questioned wnctrer ’ *“ ' 

- _ ‘11 ', 1r~- gqri . soecicl events would "inexorably lead to tL3 1KP*@§9“ ;—f@Q L H1fn 
impeachment procedures," it predicted an ‘ebb in U _ .Pic:€c 
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.~t s ;1"i#c opinion and declared that the vet; p@Opl3 EODL i9 ?¢1eJ{
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feel angry at them and blame the c'itics tor caving 3eQ?aLQLa~Q 

¢ - _' H national unity, 
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The communist L‘HUHhHlTE res ricted itself meinll 50 I§P@?t&$9 
on the Preside¢t*s speechmewhich cctrespondcnt Cieede hfirfifi 
described on 2 Hey as "uncouvihcing“~~soo Genersi heig s 

:A: _ 

%1¥.>{>@'3~Y*7U1"=@T*t" Papar al” ?1"}§'aSi?9‘u ‘lhe 

polls recording the President's oecline in pchiic :dVQL:n"thuflt: 
scoffed at other newspapers for caring to orsise u,S. scmofifsflf 
under the pretext that it has not been possioie to smother the 

Watergate case." 
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WEST GERMANY Prior to the President's 30 April address, 
Covnraop of Warsrgate in West German media m O. . "._-.,. 

was confined largely to brief, factual reports. in an 
_ . - A _ 1 . ,.-.__- exception, an article by publisher Ruoolpo AUgSLClH, of

_ F 
. 4 _ . A - *1 _w2W' i‘ ch D";r"en* Hampurg's weekly uens.magezine DER SPIQLHL, said that ireeioc c 

Nixon “will Probably $0 down in his countrY1$ h15t9rY not only 
as the audacious China politician but also as the Watergate 
President, whose personal regime produced the most shamerul 
COHqefluen"eQ of cvnical use oi DOW€T»" . ,1 i l _ - ._ _ 

_ _ __,_ H, 1_ ,_,..,r -_ ». ,__---=~'-~ -.-_\ +1 T',"'~i--'1-cr*:=”':-'-\ rlgnr‘-'-3lO"‘"" The West German Hxdvs veuoe #0 fl9R¢3*~»»-~ @~ “e~*lee*~ “~~‘< P 
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'\‘ ”'f, which declared on _ Hay that 
. . » n » .r- 5 is sensational case, fiixon s 

PQ3l;iOfi has been weekened¢' The Cologne radio yrefaeed its 
7 may press review with the statement: “After the new ‘A . 

escalation of the Watergate scandal, commentators are beginning 
to ask themselves whether the position of President Nixon 
himself is now threatened.“ The commentary went on to assert 
that the newly issued guidelines on executive privilege were 1c 
widely regarded es an attempt to silence White mouse aides and 
as an admission of Presidential weakness." ‘ 
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are routine in communist and other ctators make head- 
lines in 3 living democracy. Independent critlcal journellsts 

_ . '_ _~‘-~ bk‘ 1 _~ 1, G ff "., are not afraid to expose bad thlngs even lt toe nlgooet oLf1-es 
and p€YSORS are involved." ~ 
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the urgency of a quick settlement of the affair in view of
A 

the President's forthcoming talks with Brezhnev and connS8l@d 
restraint on the part of the Democrats. Observir that “not - 

only Nixon but America and its institutions are currently- 
being put :0 a hard test,“ the Paeer d@¢l@r@d= »‘AeY fefilnes 
of revenge for the election defeat are suicidal under tnese 
circumstances." "'
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grounle that they would only nousiflh 9fl§Pi@i@9§ t?3t_tfie 
Presiient had something to hide. z the next eey'e issue 
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the Preeident‘s television address and the resignations of tne 

-r1 -;_ ' '¢-.~ ..’§', 1," ' 

_ 4 11'“ "' 
- ‘Q " ‘-"‘lZ€~ 11° top finite House aidee, Helsiaii Iflulq also 1 P?~.q? t~~T . 

_'__ ___ _ 
- 7' 4 --.,_ -__-€-*—,_ . 1 <.-:2 security measures undertaken by FEL -.te in Lie w1+»Q.¥0f~; 

. _, __ :. -, ‘,~.» _, ..C T-""'—-"-Y:-J-»r——.'.\1'". ’3"‘d -!FL.":.fI>E\‘»3I1» \'€:Lt;_1.':3r following the l@$lgndtluQS oi intilcniin en ___cc-n 
~ ' ~-1 - -.._" A?-~' '— "1-—. H‘-1"-. T 

radio, in monitored ut0ai:n~ - Leo commented dl~9~vif- in 
Denmark and the fiethe_lende, he communist gress ridiculefi.th@_ 

- -- --w‘ ." -M -.- T-a‘-:~-.»~= “-~f - -'. 1.» <3‘ '7“? "' 
. 

'"’ -_l"I Preeident‘s speech in pniLitulaii;_iitii0lic terns, cnntéing tnel 

it had failed to resolve the growing domestic iiticel crisis. 
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’L Foreign news is usually publisnel on the inside oeges Q? the 
J3panes@~languflgE preee, but on April ASHAI9 NAlfllChi, 
YOHIURI, and SAHKEI gave front~pag€ ?lflY to di9P§t§§@3 I?Q3
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their Qorreepondents on Gtey‘s resignation, and TOKXO HLMBUN 
and fiTON KElZAI~»the " primarily e journal of economic 
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coverage continued - ASAHI and YOM_ reports on General 
Haig‘s White House appointment; ASHAI, ’ HIURI, MAINICHE, TOKYO 
SHiH5UN, SANKEI; and HIHON KEIZAI coverage of the President's 
remarks on testimony by White House officials; and various 
reports in the papers of John Dean‘s accusations, disclosures 
by TIME magazine, and the proposal for a special Watergate 
prosecutor. ' ‘W 

/J ‘~( }-'- (‘T v Q -cit
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H 

Admcnitions against concentrating power in the hands of 
"politically inexperienced" aides and praise for the role played 
by the HUS! press pred'ninated in Tokyo newspaper editorials on 
the nnhjcct. in editorial in Lhe 2 Hay ASHAI termed Watergate 
a “grew: scandal“ and argued that Pres =- - dixon "waited too 
long“ to deny White House involvement. ting that the President 
had achieved great diplomatic successes in the past, the editorial 
asserted that it "dill not be easy for him to restore the A 

credibility and prestige that have been drastically damaged both 
at home nd abroad." ASHAI lauded U.S. newsmen for overcoming 
"strong Ihite House pressure" and continuing their "persistent 
probing“ of the Watergate affair. “Asserting that “all the 
details of this unprecedented, dismal scandal have not been

“ 

uncovered," en editorial in the English—languege DAILY YOHIURI 
on 2 Hay concluded that the Watergate affair cannot diminish the 
Nixon ndministration’s achievements in 

' ernational affairs but 
that "the stein on the moral integrity " the Administration may 
take e long time to fade." _ 
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A more posi:ive View was expressed in a 2 flay editorial in the 
Englishelenguege JAPAN TIHES, which claimed that the President, 
by going directly to the people in his 30 April speech and 
emphasizing that he had no prior knowledge of the bugging ettem

' 

or of the snhscquent moves to cover up the matter, had displsye 
the same "greet courage“ he had shown in 1952 "when he was _ 

accused, as the vice presidential candidate, of having a plush, 
secret ccmneisnifund.“ Javanese interest in the Watergate case 
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- r" undoing or the American “~=fdent‘s influence and prestige in 

these critical times woul: L» most unfortunate not onlv for the 
United Stn"c" ”"" alsv t " .. world at large." The editorial 
concluded ' a1 .JuOu " _l£, ‘.1 American neoolc will accept 
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President ;inon s statement nis noninvoivement, ror they no 
prefer to\keep the office at Lhe president sacrosanct and beyond 
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to r \- scendal," ‘"KYO SHIHBUH the same day editorialized that HetervateD 
might provide Congress "with e favorable opportunity to apply the 
brakes to an excessive concentretion.o£ power in the White_House 
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The Japan Communist Party organ AKAHATA charged on 2 May 
that Watergate developments had exposed the “Nixon regime as

‘ 

willing to do anything to achieve its_objectives,“ The 
President, characterized as “stubborn and crafty," was charged’ 
with nttemotins to "evade criticism end the attacks seainst _¢._’_ D .... __ V..- ¢\\a _ L) _ 

1 . - v 1 » 

_. 2, <1 111111 secrificino his aides." AKAHATA on Hey celled the O‘\ 

J D _ 

White House a "headquarters for‘professional spies“ and 
charged that "the U.S. political world is just like a 
mafiawcontrolled _anesterdom.“ On the Sth, AKAHATA said 
continuing disclosures 

8 O
G H1 Watersete misconduct had revealed “Lt, - --u _ e V .,\..-. 

that even e former deputy director of the CIA was "entangled 
in the Nixon Administration‘s corruotinv SD’lHE oterstions L (D L 44' 

It is inevitable, therefore, that Einon’s responsibility es 
. 

_ 
. " . President will be further prohed.“ 

SOUTH VlETNM% South Vietnamese official broadcast medi 
have avoided any reference to the Watergate 

case since at least two weeks prior to the President‘s 30 April 
address. The VIETNAM PRESS-bulletin, disseminated by the RVN 
ministry of information, has carried only sporadic foreign news 
agency reports on Watergate developments. from 30 April to 
9 May, VIETNAM PRESS in English carried four press reports 
attributed to foreign news agencies, but the Vietnamese—language 
edition carried only one such renort+—a brief UPI summary ofL 

the President's 30 April speech~—on 2 Hey,

a 
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Aveilable comment in the local Saigon press has‘been confined to 
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.\. . r .., U.S. election history." And new SO£u, 
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-,. ’_ -A-,4-."( ,3 rot cisnpie, argued 
otorious scandal unprecedented in 

1 - " - » ~ " g Q ~~ 11 - 1 1 local south Vietnnmese political scene:' In iietnce police cnecns 
on household members have been conducted daily, frightening elderrv 
parents whose loved ones have reached draft age," but nothing 
has come to light as it did with Watergate. 

The progovernmentt G 7-1 -a 

LL =1 EH LUAK asserted-on 9 Eny that even if 
affair does not result in the President's resignation, he 
still be in e "week position," since it will be difficult 
R"trb'ican iarty t- hold ire 

. ‘

' 

e~u I D _ o t “n in next yeer‘s congressions 
elections. “CHIH LUAN specnl that this situation mieh 
encourage the communists “to 
military adventure." 
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2; 2 5OUTH Monitored Seoul radio coverage has been 
' limited to Western news agency dispatches and 

cabled reports by the Neshingtonwbased correspondents of Seoul 
newepapers. Apart ftom the Pr» -t’s 30 April address, 
Watergate developments - .* been relegated to the 
end of newscasts. Brief, . ~ l have Covered 
all major aspects of the L ition~—inc1uding speculation 
about impeachment " I alleged CIA involvement and 
A p@SSib1€ tigwin W1_ _fle entegoo lagers cese.- Jhite use 
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making great etfozts to get to the bottom of the ' 
- have 

also been reoorted. _ . 
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The ofificial news egency, HAPTONG, however, ; avoided-any 
detailed reportage on the case,.carryiug only neadlines and 
editorial titles from Seoul‘s morning and afternoon newspapers, 
Reoresentative editorial titles ‘ _ in HAPIONG’s 2 Hey press _ 

reoiew were "Nixon and Watergate ocandal“ .e~:ie in T9§GA 
ILBO and "Ametica‘s Good Political Coneciez - A .ient on ~
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Watergate," published in (Jim-z<., . 
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OTHER ' l; Delhi radio has broadcast reviews of several ('7 C) £1 .41 
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SUB—SAHARAN AFRICA Monitored Sub—Saharan African coverage 
has been limited in volume ané generally 

relegated to the end of newscasts, but critical in tone. 
Comment is available only from Nigerian and Ghanaian medi 
In e talk broadcast over Lagos radio on 2 and ~ J " PYES » 

Nixon was judged to be "at the center of he wnole Watergate 
mess " ch was viewed as "just one of "" usual occurrences 
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in a 2 May editorial that even the resignations ot " lent 
Nixon's advisers "een do little to erase the j‘ .- t€VfiI@fl8 
which the affair imposes on the future of free elections everywhere 
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Watergate because it would have been “completely foreign" 
to his nature. In a similar vein, an editorial in Rio de 
Janeiro’s O GLOBO on 4 May said Watergate had placed the 
President's personal position in jeopardy but his dignified 
behavior had enhanced his personal stature and ennobled the 
democratic system. 
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THE USSR Having reported the'Presideut‘s l7 April statement 
about "major developments" ' the case on the 7 “ 

and then ‘s red Watergate until the 28th, when tersely 
resorted I.i Dirac" ' GraY’o resignation and the appointment 2‘ 
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!—~ of Ruekelshaas to replace him, _o¢cow again ; silent until 
5 Hay. A single»sentence dispa on _ 

' ‘s replacing 
Kleindienst appeared in central ewspapers -- day and the next, 
with no indicationlthat the shi‘ related to Watergate. Soviet 
media have yet to mention the resignations of any of the White 
House staff aides or the President's 39 April address,
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K‘ The sole commentary on Watergate to *ppear_in any monitored 
Soviet media came at about the same ~ >PRAVDA reported the" 
President's l7 April statement. A commentary in the Quechua ’ 

dialect, in a radio service tailored for Indian audiences in 
Bolivia and Peru, used the Watergate case to press the basic,r

' 

simplistic ‘ii of the Quechua broadeasts—~that the “imperialist” 
system is decadent and zorruptz No mention of the case has been" 
heard in any other Moscow broadcast to any audience. 
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THE EAST EUROPEAN BLOC Most East European media, having given 
_ 

Watergate developments low~level coverage 
from the outset, have stepped up their comment since the events of 
30 April. There is no comment to date, however, at the authoritative 
level of a press editorial. A _ 
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v Czechoslovak particularly, East German media have continued 

to provide the most extensive reportorial coverage and the harshest 
comment. Several East German commentaries were especially ctr 
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By contrast3 Romanian and Polish coverage, marked by very limited" 
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D“ P-2 L11 fl~= I"-‘ H. the President's ' ng of the affair. The Polish Government 

pgpgf ZYCIE ANY on 3 May, for example, emphasized that 
Watergate was a crisis " the U.S. olitlcal structure but not 
for the President personal since ‘ was "emerging from these 
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- -,- -.~ A "_T-- » ' r3 '3 ;raite unscathed,“ rne Romanian Pl€:b on 4 mey CaII1Q¢ en 

RPHES dispatch which led off by saying the Presiée ‘ had 
~- ,- ~ 1- .“. .; . 1-, A ven assurances that “justice wll be pursued iully &fiu 

1partially in the ergate affair, no matter who is involved." Pwm 
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Since the 24th there has been an increasing daily flow of 
Hanoi end Liberation Radio ettentiot to Watergate. Typifying, 
Henoils relative circumspection, however,-Hanoi’s first lengthy 
report, broad. _‘ in Vietnamese on the 28th, cited Western 

‘

. 

news agencies - the allegations that “Nixon has become _ _ 

furious as his role in the Watergate case is being J~QR€d down" 
end that "the activities of the“White House are virtually 
perelyzed.“ -noi‘s reports on the President‘s 30 April speechv 
included a 3 lay broadcast which claimed he had H&dEitt€p 
part of the guilt" and cited U,S» sources speculation ' 

the President had participated in s coverup and might resig: 
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A Liberation Radio commentary on 3 May claimefi "hat the "entire 
ruling apoarstus” of the Unitei Ptites fies involved in efforts 
to “rig” the election. The Y:"<‘ est also cited AF? for i 
reoort that South Vietnamese President Thieu is worried ‘l 

the poss1‘ility that the Watergst- sffi- may adversely ' 

South Vietnam. _ 
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,. ./I -- ,_.,. oriete fleeoi‘s tirst extensive anal is or L Qt 

Reviewing events over the past year, -‘ commenterv ' ~ 
- ~'. » 

_ .'_"_ .. - .- Watergete to be a "great political _ -5 for the -i i end 
\ 

‘- -1 - L. - _. . his gdh i$tratiOH which "not only i'~etens the si — 
H

s 
prestige hut_als0 threatens h leadership of the nation. 

A, An article in the Albanian pett“" €Rl I PGPULLIT 
,.“ KOREA on 8 Nev srl lit.te£ domestic radio comment since 

' the 4th, while belated, has been tvoicslly 
vituoeretive. The basic themes were that Watergate i one of many 
svmptoms of the corruption of the American political system and 
that the President has been "maneuvering" to cover up the facts 
and forestall further revelations. 
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Pyongyang’s reaction was also vituperstive, though it too F 

belated and low in volume, A limited amount of press and __ . 

comment since 3 Hey has focus“ critically on the Presifien s 
handling of the cese and couclueed that ¥atergete rests to the 
"rottenness" of America socie ‘ and of the U leadership, {J
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CUBA Havens hfifi continuefi to report extensively on the_Hetergsto 
develnowents and has-sustained _e caustic tone of its l .,i M . 

comment. Commen" . on ti President‘s Aoril speech, the domestic
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radio and PRF“” L HA emphe;' xi thet le affair had by no means 
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reached culmination “T that further evidence linking the 
President himself to the would likely emerge, A Havana
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1 1dq-@t ts ha AmaIiCaS on 10 May focused . the "Cuban
D JIO‘ '“° 

. . fin iqvolvofl, It found their partlclpatlon ”OURtEII€VOlUClOfl&Tl€o » »— 
7 H1 . 4 1 , ~ 

. , L ¢ w» Q4 _ Q en —stand1ng c OQQ rot eurorisinv 1“ 1#gh> O1 the i*e“*dent “ L g 7 
1. \ §. O ‘ ’ 

1 , H , 1- '1 ' lam-nincr 
. ‘L \. q 1 eoortan roie 1D P relatlcnsu wlbh gbch grotps aaa 2%S lpian H—L~a~ Vice Pr€cid€;t 0 ,' A ~:'fi '“ L V . 
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Havana has not developed a ma30r Pf@P3Q““~“ 
Watergate, however. » 
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