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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WassingTond, D.C. 20505
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Brigadier General Brent Scowcroft
» Deputy Assistant to the President
for National Security Affairs

SUBJECT : Foreign Reaction to the Watergate
Developments :

1. The official reaction abroad to these developments
has, not surprisingly, been scarce. Most Fforeign leaders
have declined to comment and are keeping their thoughts ‘on
it very much to themselves. They are undoubtedly following
it carefully but withholding decisions until they are more
confident of its implications.

2. 1In contrast to the guarded official reaction, media
coverage, especially in Europe, has been extensive. The
attached paper, prepared by the Foreign Broadcast Information
service, reviews this coverage. ’ :

3. ©No other distribution is being made of this paper.

EDWARD W. DPROCTOR
Deputy Director for Intelligence

Attachmeht:
As stated
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FOREIGN RADIO AMD FRESS REACTICN TO ”ATERGAf[ DEVELOPMENTS

SUMMARY

1. While West Fuwropean icial gpokesmen have been circumspact,
the successive public d; OSUTES of dev01opac 1ts in the Uﬂtergate
case have qparkc& dncrea gly heavy West European ;dlo and press
reportage and commant, vi Pritish

extensive., The reaction has been

President's handling of e affair

white House aldes, and apprehonsily

on U.S. foreign policy. There hav
of concern that the President's ef:
may have been 1mbalred at least temrp 5
speculation that hé may be tempted to ipi

" policy action as a means of recouping t hom Thed
unsparing criticism aside, a number of European commentators have
viewed the public disclosures as a vindication of the American
political process and confil rmation of. the vitality o£ democratic

institutions.

9. 1In the Far East, reports ge and comment has been e
extensive from Japan, whare newspapers broke with the
practice of carrying foreign news on inside pages to give £
prominence to ueve1opmeLts since Zq April. Admonitions aga
concentrating too much power in the hands ¢ i
praise for the role piaVOd by the U.S. pr

press editorials. " Both in harshly critica
editorials, there was a pervasive concern oDJUt pos
repercussions in the international arena.

Secul, and Taipei reaction has been

3. Saigon n
No mention of Watergate has been heard in any or £fizial South
Vietnamese broadcast since at least mid-April, ass ne
has been noted in only three Saigon papers. a
relegated most of its reports on the subject to the end of its
newscasts, and the official news agency has limited its coverage
to reporting headlines in Seoul newspapers. Taiped radio has
reported Watergzate dcvolonnﬁan in its newecasts, but . the CHINA
NEWS AGEHCY has maintained a blackout on the subject. A single
uvallable precs commentary said “we do not like to attach too

(DO

'mLch imp oxrance to this incident’ but went on to deplore th
fgeandal.'” Other Asian reaction has been scattered, including
Delhi press comment focused on doubt as to the credibility of the

Approved for Release: 2017/01/18 C01482435




-

'develupmunta promptly ‘and commzen

Approved for R(&Jegie: 2017/01/18 C01482435

President's statements and on the potential weakening of his
ability to govern., - Two Thai papers editorially praised the
Pregident for refusing to cover up the sue, '

5. Comment has been monitored only from Cairo in the Arab
worid. [Egyptian papers argued that the methoa sed by the
Ldministration in domestic matters extend to U.S. relations

with other countries and commented that the Watergate disclosures
do not promote confidence in U.S. promnises, pTan\, or statements.-
Limited Isrvaeli press comment saw the Pres sident's opponents as

unduly inflating an affair that would not have raised such a
furor in ILsrael. -

6. There has been litt!
Nigerian reaction was

comnent has bszen cr ird
from Colombia, and laudat

i American
1ama , hlle, and Argentina, mixad
s President from Brazil.

on's two partners in summit dipl cy have carefully
rom the Watergate situation. P llng is still
tirely. Moscow has never mentionad the President's
ss. 1ts first news stery since 29 April, when

red FBI Director Gray's resignation, was a report

lace Kleindienst. By contrast,
s have reported tha Waterga ta
on them, though not at the

ja ]

u—-'

most of Moscow's Fast .European al
t

authoritative level of press editorials. East Germany and
Czechoslovalkia have continued to aiyr the harshest commeni, while
much more limited Polish and Rowanian coverage has been notably
sympathetic to the President's handling of the affair. Yugoslav
reaction has been restrainad and marked by a focus on the possible

international implications-—an aspect muted or ignored in the
Soviet bloc comment. '

8. Hanoi and Libnrﬂfj01 Radio have ¢

flow of xeports on Watergate since 24

firgt extensive analysis in a two-pal

Vietnamese -on 7 and 8§ April, -judging

loss' For the Pmo51ﬂpnr that threate
i

also "his leadership of the nation.”
9. Havana has continued to follow the Watergate developments
closaly and “te covnant in a caustic wvein. 1t has mnot, ho7ever,

tic
developed a major anti-U.5. propagan vda campaign around the subject.
FS .
One broadcast on 10 May found the involvement of "'Cuban

counterrevolutionaries' mnot surpr: in light of the President’s
alleped relations with such groups an s "important vole” as Vice
President in planning the Bay of Pdigs invasion.

P & gs

D

Approved for Release: 2017/01/18 C01482435




”

‘Approved for Release: 2017/01/18 C01482435

-1 -

VEST EURO E

West Europsa smen have remained largely non at
ghe official lQVal Tne media have reported official reactions
limited largely to public expressions of confidence in the
United States or private assurances discounting a Watergate
backlansh on U.S. foreign policy. News reports and editorial
comment, however, have incroasc ag the disclosures relating

to Watergate hnve motunted, heaviest coverage monitorad
from the by i

ERITAIN Vatergate has become the major, continuing story

for the British radio, television, and press. It

was making frontpaéé teadlines in the Loadon press before the
President's 30 april speech and has since become an even bigger
_story. DBritish corresponden s in Washington have provided daily
reports on each new rﬂvelation, iWCLUuzdv developments relating

to the Ellsberg trial, the Vesco contribution, and the charges
of CIA involvemesnt. The subject has Llrured prominently in
letters-to-the-editor columns. : '

The press in genaral has convcjei £
and has expressed concern over the
the United States and theoughout
a staunch supporter cof
declared in a 30 Artll'ed;c
as this crisis mounted has

faith not only in his own compelen
hesitatingly, in his ovu in

i
1
]
(®
fot]
0
[
{7
o
3

]
]

P

Ave:ﬁL days

g LLY
latter to the Preside new guidelines on executive privilege,
t‘e ; aper cauticned that ”nb ons chould claim that any conversa-
tion about Watergate 1is confidential.” 1t added that the
Prosident "would be wise to forswear any right to executive
privilege in any'of the Watergate hearings.'

An editorial in the & lay SUNDAY TELVGR_D” likewise criticized
the President’s use of execufive ivilege sayi

“Chayp lick pales into i . lfic inn ¢ weith
Watergate." After deriding ! vgident's tel n speech
as ''the pathetic pabter OE " the
edirorial varned that reli: ¢ 1“.' 2oe would

"gurther and perheps fata
c01f1dwﬂce of the American

£ sl
of ihe [

- T 1 - - g . m T
tco. nigh a price Lo Pay 10T tae

which an imposed silence may

»ir President
safety from legal

=&
-~ -y 1
SECUIIC.
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Porecz;nu Vorsthorne, the prominent rightwing journalist who has
an highly laudatory of President Mixon in the past, also had

Warsh words for him. In a lengthy article, also on the editorial
page of the 6 May SUNDAY TELEGRAPH, Worsthorne wrote: "If it took
a pecularily insensitive and arrogant king to shock American
opinion into doing something about the excessive power of the
monarch, so it may be that there had to be a pt scularily insensitive
aad arvogant President to do the same fo the modern powers of
1la

the White Wouse.” What Watergate displays so eloquently, Yorsthorn
cgntlnued, is the seamy side of power, its squalor and poverty
of spirit, its woral corruption and sheer ugliness.”
TIMES, in a 2 May editorial on the President's speech,
’th watEEgate ig indeed a bad business and a dirty
i , but it is not unique. It is mot unique, but it is
very dangerous.' Sharply artacking the Prasident’s White House
asscclate

= il -
5, the editorial sai "These young men with their
Pepsodent smiles and their fo all cs—~their 'name of the
came is winning' beliefs——were not f£it people to be around the
te House, not because they were wicksd men, but because they
were only half men. They are not a gspecies only found in th
ted States-—there are plenty in London—

unsuited to politics and avre usually lacking iu 3

or conpassion. - Foxr a great political psit“ to

he so near the top is a sign, oddly enough, that

old Joe Kemnzdy has prevailed.” Ths TIHES went :

ehe President felt more secure with second-ratessubordinates,
"nartly, one would suppose, becaus2 the second-rate offer in the
short term an uﬁquallfleﬂ loyalty that better men do not giva."
Tt is characteristic of "an insecure or self-centered man, '’ ths
TIMES added, "to demand such loyalty, and charac cteristic of such
lovalty to betray the paster's true interests in support of

his supposed wishes. I is the lovalty of the men who murdered

Becket."

E

An article in tha 6 ¥May SUNDAY

inpugosd the
‘he vrots,
positiocns )
a major flaw in thea

£

of aay "rapid way of
2

a President who has lost th
theme has been reiteratad in

The British papers all expressed concern cver the possible ijmpact
of the case on U.S. 2 JARDIAN, in an
gditorial entitled “The : “Thi

is not
the most auspicious time
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suggestion for a nmew Atlantic charter. Mr. Hixon would be wise
to let the dust settle a bit, assuming that he believes it will
ventually settle, This is a sad consequence of Watergate: Iir.
Nixon's policies have had much success : notably with China

and
Russia, but a pause 1s now inevitable.,” The FTNi JCTAL TIMES
declared on 2 May that the ability of the Hixzon Administration
to teke a firm and consistent line on international issues Yrdll
i{nevitably ba weakeped until the VWatergate affair is satisfactorily
(M

wound up. .

An article by Cs don Brook~Shepherd

Lﬂtﬁ to for us is thi

be about Mr. HNixon not in
wou;d buy a secondhand car from, ut

r~ o all e} 5
10 ik

be buying something far more lmpor
life insurance policy in tna literal
he President cannot complain if now, h
resist eny attempts of his to draw up that po
ssert too much fine print at the bottom." T
to say that what will worry the Kremlin most is Yih

aver baLoh,,-we
licy too guickly
[ icle went on

not only about Nixon's own future, but about the future of his
policymaking style and methods." .
1,

comrunist HMORNING STAR pub
daily and, lik@ hu magur pape

iasg
anner hc, enticlad

U J.“r—D HORWING Si‘m

Annenbexg s Lecall on grounds tha
support to the Fresident and to
core."

vt do1
he h'd given patele) muuh LLnarciul
em which is rotten to th

0o
oW
~
w
(5}
;

"Bernard Levin in th° S came to the President's defense
and reproved Erit r displaying "'gleaful hysteria' over
Watergate. Levin p*“i resident's achievements in foraigu
and domestic policy as overshadowing anyihing he might be
criticized for in the affair. Levin's article dres
a vesponse from Labor 1 Foot T let to
the editor in t S s as a
political analy ist

'a United Etates
congiderably to the la

FRANCE Waterzate emarged as a major issue in ‘the French press
foll g President Mizon's 30 April speech, with the
main ewmphasis placed on the view that the President had lost
credibility in the eyes of the Awmerican public. LE HONDE was
particularly critical of whan it dﬁ*“*‘bﬁd as the President's role

[
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by correspondent Leo Sauvage stre
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in Ythe amate

urism, incompetence, and ineptitud
turned a sordid story of seedy esplonace into &
which is shaking the pillars of justice Oa 2
commented that whethsr one leleVLé the Preside
will have to confess to a uprlaa of errors of j
order to exculpate himself.' CoLrbSOOHV ent Jac

asserted in tha 8 May LE MONDE fhat the President
to be "“less concermed with justice and truth”
"using all his powers to further limit the %

pditorial in tha 6~ 7 May issue of the sama pa
that - the Presgiden ad shown in his White Ho

"meantal blindness w11nb tomorrow may be called

his future as President.”

LE FTIGARO was somewhat less harsh in its treatment of the
President. In the only monitored direct French press reference
7 May

to the international impact ox

[SR2X:
difficulties confronting the Pres idant
likely be handlcaoped in his foreign po.
chain tied to his ankle marked 'Waterg

On the 7th LTAURORE summed up the
the ohservation that the '
affeir vere selfishly tryinz to ertri
to protect themsslves and to lessen
of them ave even trying to allege that Presi
likely to be directly respon 1sible.t  Exploxrin
of tha disclosures, LE FIGARD on the 8th guestd
events would “inexorably lead to the imp lemeni
impeachment proc edures." It predicted an eb
opinion and declared that ehe v
the campaign on the newspapers ce
feel angry at them and blaume the
national unity.,"

y peopls most responsiv
o L 18l

[ ]
3 ?“

itself ma

=7
on "hﬂ DIQSLduﬂu‘“ ich ¢ rrespondant Claud
desccibad on 2 ¥ay as "unconvincing'--and General Haig's
appolniment. The paper also emphasized the variosua U,8. opinion
polls recording the President’s decline in public Zavor. And it
ccoffed at other newspapers for "daring to praises U.S. democracy
under the preter t that it has not baen possible to smother the

Vatergate case.’
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WEST GERMANY Prior to the President’s 30 April address,
coverage E ﬂate gate in West German media
was confined largely to brief, factual reports. In an
exception, an article by publisher Rudolph Augstedn, of
urg' 1878 aid that P i

u
rg's meem1/ news magazine DER SPILEGEL, sa
n "will probably go down in his country s 8
as the audacious China politiciar but 1lso 25 the W
Pr ] 2

"ESiZE“L whose personal regime produced th
t1

consenuances of cynical use of pover,

“ A
tyvpifiad by Hamburg' c
"mo matter how you 100& at this sensat Tixon
position has been weakenad.'" The Colog al afaczd its
7 lay press review with the statcment: ter the new
escaLaLion of the Watergate scandal, commentalbors are beginning
to ask themselves whether the position of President Nixon
himself is now threatensd." Tha commentary went on to assert
that tha newly issued guidelines on executive privilege were
widely regarded as an attempt to silence White Housa aides and
as an admission of Presidential weakness."

STUTTCARTER ZEITUNG, noting the possibility of international.
percussions, said in an editorial on the 7th: HTHTLlchV h?:
cast not ouly on gor of W s S
£ s> qs well., Viewed from this aug
rightening dimensions for the entire
Richard Wixon is not some unimporiant
nost powerful man of the Westsrn alliance
that seemed to take good care of the
valuea." The editorial added: "It is to )
Watergate affair will be cleared up comple £
should turn out to be most painful for the present holder of the
offica,” . '
Oberndoxf's SCH la
national fa
fronm now, Wixor
negotictions of a?
And what would hapren
tempted to'seek
cauz2 his lnvolvnm,nt in
S at
. 1t

;ocracy and its
=

I ()‘(/’

e
|
[t
=
C
O
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partly because it had been portruylnv tha P
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the urgency of a quick ssttlement of the affair in view of
the President's forthcoming talks with Brezhnev and COthQlEu
restraint on the part of na Democrats. Observing that "not
only Nixon but America and its institutions are currently
bainw put to a hard test," the paper dec lared: “Any feelings

1

el
Br

b ¢

-of revenge for Lhe election defeat are suicidal under these

ircunstances.” -
In Switzeriand, the NEUE ZUERCHER ZET May was critical
of tha new White House guidelines
would enly nourd
Gega hd_d. wathing to hide,

[}
]

oy
’.E:”

Presid

papatr took up the question of Moscow
Soviet Uniocn had chosen to remain sil
. s arig

- B
importance it attached to Kissinger
that the Kremlin prcbably regretted the

altogether bad strong man ok America.’

The Swedic
the Presi
top

.

Aact ‘fl”' p, acl

has bean Lir

3 n the inside pages of the
Japansse-languoge pregs, but on 28 April ASHATL, ﬁthIbli
YO ay to GLJD“tLQ g from
HIMBUN

T m ] e TV OTTE YR .oy 11 ot dahal "
rorerish naws 15 usually ,’:.L'_L:_..Lun:-\,'. O

MIURT, and SANKEL gave ‘tOuf”pl"
their corrbbnondhqfc on Gray's res

e pl
igna

and NIHON KEIZAT--the latter prim: nemic
newa—-reported the resignation on front»wuga
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coverage continued with ASAHT and YOMIURL reports on General
Haig's White House appointment; ASHAT, YOMIURI, MATHICHI, TOKYO
SHIMEUN, SANEEI, and NIION KEIZAL coverage of the President's
remarks on testimony by White House officials; and various
reports in the papers of John Dean's accusations, disclosures
by TIME magazine, and the propos zal for a special Watergate
pros&cutor. ES

Admonitions st power in the hands of
Der and praise for the role played
DY newvspaper editorials on
adil ASHATL termed WVatergata
ary lent Wixon "waited too
deny White Hou Noting that the President
had ﬁc“lﬂved greatb d in the past, the editorial

58 L him to restore the
credibility and prestige- i ¢ drastically damaged both
at home and abroad.” d U.S. newsmen for overcoming
strong White House p*assa:w“ and continuing their ''persistent
17" of the Watergate affair. Asserting that "ail the
etails of this unprecedented, dismal scandal have not been
uncoverad,” an editorial in Lh English-language DAILY YOMIURI
on 2 lay concluded that tha Watergate affair cannot diminish the

Nison Administration's achievements in international affairs but
that ’tle stain on the moral integrity of the Administration may
taike to fade." :

4 .
A more positive view was expres sed in a 2 May editorial in the
English-language JAPAN TINES, whlca claimed that the President,
by going directly to the pﬁoplﬂ in his 30 April speech and
enphasizing that he had no prior lknowledge of the t i

E ugging
or of the subsequsnt moves to cover up the D;LLVL, had displayed
the saume ''great cou tﬁwu" ha had shown in 1952 'when he was
<CJJQAQ s the vice presidential candidate, of having a plush,
tha Watergate case

1itorialized that Watergate
unity to apply the
in the White House.'"

T
14
rtu
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The Japan Communist Party organ AKAHATA charged on 2 Hay
that Watergate developmznts bad exposed the 'Nixon regime as
willing to do anything to achieve its objectives." The '

President, characterized as "stubborn and crafty,"” was charged
[=

with attempting to "evade criticism and the attacks against
. AXAHATA on & May called the
a "headquarters for'professional spies' and
U.S8. political world is just like a
te Sth, AKAHATA said
onduct had revealed
TA was 'ent 1

charzed th
mafia-contr
continuing dis

&

G
At

- =

o+

joy

W

(a0
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SOUTH VIETNAM South Vietnamese offic

have avoided any reference

case since at least two waeks prior to the Presi

address. The VIETNAM PRESS bulletin, disseminated

ninistry of information, has carried only sporad
¥

agency reports on Watergate develo

9 May, VIETNAM PRESS in English carrie

attributed to foreign news agencies, but the Vietna
edition carried only one such report-—a brief UPL s
the President's 30 April speech--on 2 Hay

Available comment in tha lecal Saigon
three papers, cf them opposad to

opposition DIEMW TIN on 3 Hay, for exampls
Watergate case had become a ''motorious
U.S. election history." And DAN SONG

Cr
-t
-4
Q

on household members have been conducted
parents whose loved ones have reached

- K -
draf " but nothing
has come to light as it did with zate.
The progovernmeat CHINE on 9 May that even 1if ¢
affair does not result at's resignation, he wil
still be in a "wsak pos it will be difficult for
Republican Party to hol next vear's coungressional
elections. CUIN LUAN this situation might
encourage the communis to embark cnce again on a

militcary adventure."
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s a guideline for other states in determining their
ions with Washington, because it is unlikely that a pex

who plote against his fellow citizens would not plot against
<

others as well,
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and YEDI'OT onents ware
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learn a lesson from the case,
Prazident Nixon took responsib
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personally involved and dismisseac rs merely
because they were under suspiciom. There are people in Isracl,
too, who are ‘responsible for omissions,’’ the: paper added, but

they are never dismissed.
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Watergate because it would have been "completely foreign'

to his nature. In a similar vein, an editorial in Rio de

Janeiro's O GLOBO on &4 Uay said Watergate had placed the
ted

behavicr had enhmnved his personal stature and ennobled the

democratic system.

COMAUNIST COUNTRIES

THE USSR Havi ﬂg reported ti
"major devel

atergate unt”'

and then
renorted :
of Ruckelshaus to veplace him,
5 May. A single-sentence digpatch on
Kleindienst appeared in central newspap Y
with no indication that the shift rela<e erg i
edia have yet to mention the res;gnaLLOHS of any of the White
HOer staff aides or the President's 30 April addre

The sole commentary on Watergate to appear in aiy monitored

Soviet media came at about' the same fime PRAVDA rveported the

Pregident's 17 April statement A commentary in the Quechua

dialect, in a radio service tallo?ed for Indian audiences in

Bolivia and Peru, used the Watérgate case to press Lla basic, -

simplistic Lbame of the O;:chuc b tg—~that the ”lmphlialiet“
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heard in any other Moscow uroadcus

THE EAST EUROPEAN BLOC Most East European .edia, having given

_ ~ Watergate developments ow-level coverage
from the outset, have stepped up their comment since the events of
30 April. There is no comment to date, however, at the authoritative
level of a press editorial.

zechoslovak agnd, particules 'A ia. { nan mad e continued
to provide the most & si the ha
comment. S ral East 9£
of the Presi
found the Pr

“incredible,
resigned in connec
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By contrvast, Romanian and Polisch coverage, marked by ver

Ay
<
comment, has t T

been notable for a gvneL;lly sympathetic portrayal of
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Sincz the 24th there has been an increasing daily flow of

Hanoi and Liberation Radio attention to Watergate. Typifying
Hanol's relative ‘ircumsoortion, however, Hanoil's first lengthy
report, broadcast in Vietnamese on the 28th, cited Western
newa agencies for the allegations that 'Nixon has beacome
iurious as hi o1 ase is being tracked down
and that ''the : House are virtually
paralyzed," esident's 30 April speech
included a 3 ed he had Yadmitted

culat

x g

to "rig' the
report that szt"1
the possibility th
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