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(b)(3;£-ey .P-onznts
I 3 n US-fled Coailxiision aflacilzeri liraq, ‘the chances for a coup to topple Saddam 

Hussein wmzid incvreaswe as"Coa%li1fi~on ground ‘forces closed in on Baghdad and as Sad- - 

,. 

~dam‘s sysmem of eommamfl cum:-o'| ‘brake dawn. An air campaign alone probably 
would be .i\nsui‘fi~ciem=t ‘to "provuke a- coup.

_ 

'0 The hugely ‘Swanfi m=i'Ji\1my -imfiiccr C01'pS "most likely 'we'ul<5l provide The coup lead» 
ers. Smmmi;u2Ffieez*s_conu=o.1’for¢es sufficiem to change the regime :1n'd-&psI:ab"lish a 
sme:=eseon'- gm*emme'm..

_ 

'4 inftense Tegfime oversigm -of the milimry ihemnpers the aibiflizy of semi-or conummders _i 

- to move units imam against the regime. and emmpmem and collective punishmem
i 

inhiibii puou letfin in the I’I1i1i1-31')’. -
‘ 
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/\ 
CT \/ /\ 

p 
pmspact 1=hnYt-the f(I‘oa1it':i-on wank! imam!‘-l a gcwemmem F 
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? itmruinfimfl by the fshia angynriiy prdbably would <iiisstra'£le sumac offieers frorm
_ 

rattampuing =21 it-"0l;1,p. ‘Qaflams nmighx klunth ra izmnp no m rfimin levuage in £1 post- L 

aflthm rznv1r<1mnen1. E M@ 
Ilrraqi oppasifion groups. both extennail -and iimemal, -are fmgm-emepd and lack | 

‘me _r1ni@l'i*1my fume required for -a suceesefufl coup. The external opposition aisp lirtle i 

eredibflfigy iinsific Iraq“ The pppositien elleme-‘nus probzibiy have -1;-nnr.-wts within the ‘L 

3T1i1iUif_Y_. laarwewr. rmuizll ~“sup_pr=m 1:1 semfimr /offieetr m'resmp.tfm=:g *1-mxmem 4Snd~ih1m. *1 

/\ 
CT \/ /\ 00 

§§'u'rn1’jnrii3i1¢ar37 J6-Efiiinliinibzf uih-0%]-E51 in swat-ve;<:s+?u1 @ou_"p rcpuld brig some
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bifliiy to posl-war iraq but pr0'bi£b1y'w0u1d resist suzmenderiI1g power absent an offer of 
- 21 ‘,pTG¥fl1i1l3Q;I‘1't mie a slmticeswr govermnesni. ' 
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(b)(3) - 

lvlilitary Coup Attempt: Balancing 
Risks and Opportunities 

(b)(3) - -l\ military coup would be more u 

likely to oust Saddam during a Coalition war 
against Iraq than would a civilian revolt. We 
suspect that latent opposition to Saddam Hus- 
sein exist within the military forces; these 
elements have the means to pursue at coup. 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 9 

i 

i_ifg'|Q; 

- tale is low in the armed forces. The level 
of resetttntent is significant but active op- 
'posirion is muted. 

~ Sad.dam*s preferential treatment of his 
Special Republican Guards (SRG) and 
security appurutus as well us poor pay and 
benefits for other troops contributes to 

; 
chronic morale problems. 

i (b)(3) 
Since 1:1 September 2001, Saddam 

increasingly has become concemed about 
coup-plotting and has strengthened the secu- 
rity apparatus in all military units. 

l

J 

,

. 

cou ntermand the orders of commanders‘ 
effectively undercutting their authority 
and further undermining l'l'ltOl7.l|€. ‘ 

<b><8> r 

we judge that olfiicers would move 
atgeuns ztddam only if he were lo-si@ conttol 
of his security apparatus and the ntediu and 
his defeat by Coalition forces was ‘Even 

t' then they might simply lay siege to Baghdad 
and await the arrival of'Coalition forces. 

(b)(3) 
t

- 

Saddam would relatively secure 
‘ from a coup during the initial phases oi‘ ti war. 

As the Wi.l!.' progressed, .ho\.vever, military de- 
feats and widening fissures throughout the 

- Iraqi :11-med forces cottld cteute increasing 
oppo-rtu.ni.t_y for niilitttry-ol’ficers to attempt a 
coup. 

2 A Coalition. air cztmpaign probably would 
not degrade Sacldau"n‘s security apparatus 

(b)(3) 

sufficiently to embolden officers. During 
the month-long Desert Storm bomba-rd- ~ 

ment ol’ Iraq, the military cont.-inued to fol- 
low orders‘ although desertions increased. 

rt» - 

v A Coalition. ground. campaign ptobnbtly 
would lead to widespread breatkdown in - 

discipline. undermining the ability of the 
regime to enforce loyalty by reprisals. 
This climate would he more conducive to 
a military coup, although contmanders 
would have to act while their units t'na.i.n~ 
tuiuedl some cohesion. I 

Q Regular Army officers are poor-ly posi- 
tioned to ‘move against the regime and 
would be tempted. to launch a coup only 
after significant attrition of the Republi- 

Ciua-td-.s (RG1, and-. security forces 

v. A .mo1.'e likely scenario is that command- 
ers would stand down and signal Coal_i~ 
tion forces that they are returning to garri~ 
son, thereby saving themselves and their 
troops for a potential role in a successor

' 

. 
1 These oven. intelligence officers can (b)(3)‘g“me" 

'

_ S Widesprea.dl unrest in the cities could improve the attnoisphere for n coup. [taq‘s 
security forces have extensive trtuning and 
expeticnce in handiing untest, and S-tuldzim. 
can be expected to use the SR6, the HG, and 
Stuldam Eedoyeen units to ntthliessly suppress 
any internal uprisings. Dissident miliuury 
leaders. however. could. exploit n htcukdbwrt 
in discipline to t-oily troops to tliteir side, 
although. runny prolbubly woutl-.d1 desert mthctr

_ 

- 

' 

~thantt1rntomtl1etegime. Refusallby swuirity 
forces to fire on civilians during ti dlisturhance 
would be evidence of such a brmdown. 
Q» Dmcottian by the security Fotces 

against" troops or units could spark an up- 
rising. 

e~ Retrihtttion. and mutiny are possible in the 
military. Most of the troops sue. Shin, 

2 (b)(3)= 
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they could mmfihy egaihsl The senior which these eliles see their fate inextricably 
Sunni rolfioers if they perceive-fil a c'n.1'm- lilflwiil I0 fhfli 0135-Hfllifllll and file regime- 

Li-rnitezl Access Ito l'S’~nziYfimn.. S . we (b)(3) 
. . 

_
. 

~cl&m’s gpreoocupntl-on with s-ecuriry has led 
l 

$35 
him to Slllll‘-I'01l1ll‘l~(‘] himself only with those he 
'C~E1ll'l must, making a rilirecr physical arllaclk on 
him rlliifificiulll. Any coup-plotters also 
woulfl have to overcome ihe intensive over- 
sight of the military and the seclarlfly ‘homes 
that Saddam has irrmpleoleril in each command 
to guarrl against a coop. ' 

6 Rfiglllfilfl‘ Army eomhel writs ere slaeloneril 
away from Baghdad and deployed -on the 

of frhe eo|mh'y.' Even Repulalllcan 
are liepl largely outside 

Baghdad. ' 

~- A series of lmemml sre-eerily -forms with 
loverwlaplpizhg mespensilaillilles monitors dis- 
sem among the populace ramp‘! within lihe 
government and pnl"ry~#-incl'udlng the 

_ 

armed? fore-es and securrity senflces. 

0 S-ecnriily elements closes‘: lo Saddam are 
emrefully vetlerzil and tenld to be drawn 
from Sndzlahfs and other co-opaed tribes. 

-'0 The Special Security Organization (SSO). 
arm-"cl lhe SlR‘G probably would be loyal to 
Saddam to ‘the -end. Dominated by the 
Tilnrlel and Duhi lmlhes, lboth groups are 
closely i-file-mtlhled with theregime. Tlaejy 
womulhl become targets for zrelzrlhulhlon and 
marginalized in -any new goveimmem. 
Cehweqhenlily. whey wormlnl have llllle rear 

. 
. son lo lpmhielpzrle in :1-eomyp. 3 ms-'r'r’ier cm? Al'llho"~mg7h unlikely. 

we -c-nvrrh-or rule 'o1r~rlhel someone in Sad|filmrn*s 
firmer air-rile Ilil‘i_:gIhtflitIel1ll§2l to overrlhrow hlrn. 

- The l‘eml'ly, pawl)», arrml seem-ll’? inmerr circles 
have the access to -Saddam -‘r'hm1he military 
does not. We do nor lmew mhe degree to 

‘ - The Iraqi Intelligence Service (IIS), Iraq‘ 

~ ~- 
r 

.- 
l 

.. - b‘ 3 ~ 

‘ 

(b)(3) 
blmgofregrune defenses. ( )l( 

. 1 . . . 

,V.lC6'S ave‘ a Z0-year record ofdetening and 
_. 

destroying ’0Igl§!1iZed_ opposilion to his regime. 
Saddam and his. younger son Qusay dominme 
(the elaborate system used to rnainlain _his_ hold 
onthenation. _ 

-' -' 
» 

.

' 

I. The Special Security Urgmlizafion (SSO) is 
i 

-Iraq's premier security organization. The SSO 
1 is primarily responsible for Szrtld-mn‘s‘_pe"n=onnl 
I 
security and actively mohitors the rest of Iraq's 

r fmlelligence and security services. 

The Special Republican :Gmrrd (SPG) is an 
e1it’e security force primarily responsible for 
plomcring presidential resizlenoes: it also works 
to suppress civil unrest and to conceal weapons 
of "mass destruction. " 

l 'pri£n1u'_y collector of foreign intelligence, also 
plays -an important role in internal security. 

' The Directorate Gen era] of Security survells 
-rm-cl penetrates suspect elemenls of Iraq's popu- 
1-ntion and operates prrranrlliiaqr “emergency 
battalions” that are Saddam's first line ofde- 
fense in the streets. V 

The General Directorate of lviilita ry Intelli- 
!" gence monitors the loyalty of military units. 
% 
provides security at -defense facilities. and gath- 

; 

-ers rfioreign inlelligence. 

1 
The Shad-mu I-‘edayeen. nominally "under the 

_ ‘control ofSaddam's -eldest son. Utlny. is a mili- 
I 
tin tasked whh eonibaling internal "unrest. 
B:1"’th Party lvllhtia. Everyhrernher of the 
Bzflh Perry is :1 member ofthe militia and can 
be mobilized during a crisis. 

l Sa'ddam’s Security -Apparatus ' 

i _ 

‘ <lum's security and intelligence 

l 

1

I

1
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b3‘ , 3 <><> 

-W » __.._ . __i_i.._______ __A. ._ ,_ ,_ _. _ __ 
' ._i_ ,_ __ _ 

U

5
x 

7'1

l

I

1

\

|

I

l

l

l

l 

Approved for Release: 2018/05/17 C06746044



Approved for Release: 2018/05/17 C06746044 

0 Although-Sail-dmn‘s inner ring alone has 
access necessary to target. the President, 
only a few -"cf-L"tstet:l ~ai-(lees know Sat?ldam‘s 
lucati-on at all times; Even if they wtmted 
to, these im$§i"tI°te?rs Wtdl.-111111 have dilfficultfy 
-enlisting the support the tttttilitary and se-'

' 

et1t=ri"'t"_v services because meet taili- 
eers» tnis=u-ust anti tesent the regime elite. 

6 1'Satfltlam's sun Qnsay ctttmmls the security» 
‘find tuillttetry we-wt?-ees and is one of his fir 
'tIhe:r"=:< ttee elet>ut"ies fifn the JBtt’-tlh l‘Penrty’s- 
:r'nlll‘il‘t1't'y ‘butemtugivihg hirm the ‘tine-ants 
and the »2tcce'sS 1tu‘ttupple lltiis t=a"tlYer.. Utltay. 

b)(3) 

cmimes against humartity. An anmesty 
could enco;.mtge’the1f-n to .aba=nd0n Saddam 
and even to try t0 topple him. 

Similnrily, sepi-or military leaders probably 
would 2*-espond to assurmc-es that the mi]"i~ 
titty and tits leadership wete considered -an 
"im‘po"rtaut insti"tut:io'n for the post“Sttt§lc1am 

and that Coalition ftatcesz .-hml no ltitem 
titans of dlsrmenfling it. Alth-ottgh sueh 
gu-tmtntees 'pr0bab.ly wnuld not ptevoke 
camp-;plt>tti"iag. thew 'ntri_;"=tht encourage mili- 

(b)(3*)a1ty -e?l‘iee"ts.a to e1e"l‘eet. 
y

' 

the elder son. tioes net have a power base 
but is unpredicwb'le. Although we assess 
\bOth sens will irtimuin loyal, we camtot 
dismiss the possibility that -one ot-"built, as 
mthless as Saddfitm. would n;to"\='@ against 
their father-. -

' 

iPotentia] C0'up=PIOtrers-=-“Personal 
.lInt'er'ests lDomimafte 

_
_ 

111 cal-cutlatzing the risks of :1 cofup. the 
- largely Sunni nfficer t:t:>'r,p»s would be guided 
were by imtdivitfltrtal se;tT~imttere§t by any 
t3es‘ire toéztfegtmrd mops -or to zretlttee the 
sitmlfet-leg the lpopulhtee. 

The tptespeet ef at 'C(3";il5’tfii§i1~imfpOS'ed 
tlemet:rae;y_, zgtemer power fast 
mntte-ri"cal.l'y t1om’i namt ’Sh’iu. zm-igght discourage 
statue dff'|¢t:rs ffrotn;pur;<uing1a '€'0up at jeihling 
‘C3o1ih"tIi"on 'iTGI*ce-'§t -

' 

-~ ~A1ttenm"tiveTy,.-S:unh'i t»t*fiTl€trt;ters m1i.'ghtt~"e2: ta 
rcettp us <on":ly way fto "stmwe 
te'F£n1=ts ‘to -give p0 wer to the iS-h‘iIa etntii tre- 

. 

"'ta'i/n leverage in po"s't~w:1r 

‘M'ihta'r;y tniigght ‘Ibe me's;pten'sit/te 
tr» fineetjfi -VES ml!-vertisei1'hy ifttmees. 

I Some within ll_I:nq's mn’litat‘y'leade1sl1i]p - 

have exet:u'ted orders treqtuitri-mg "them to 
repress fine populace, and many melbalbly 
could ‘be pres-emailed war crimes or 

Sentior officers cmtsidet-mg a coup 
-also would gauge the support they are likely 
to reee"-Eve fro"m reglotwl governments. 

'0 S-otne could solicit snppm fiom 
neighbom in Jordan tn" T‘tu1-key prior ‘to 
'mak:1'ng the decision to try to oust Sad- 
clam. g The Opposition: Not -ta Credible hreiit ' 3 Iraqi opposition elemetats, both in- 

ternal ex/temal, have little capability te- 
depese t=a"tt-ti unlikely to "form the 
time pf any V-‘ettup -1a't=tt’;'»n1jp't. Meet opp'c>s%i"ti<;tn 
patties _pr<:{b':t‘bly laitve ties to elements of the 
"tt'ti'lritmy ltewe-ve'r_-. Jamil settier -’01’fict:'r eon- 
ten1;p'l1a’ting ta ‘coup "might try to expleit such 
=:t;<s’wot:it1'ri-txtrtsg »espeL-lidlly @1'c-hanfnel fer solic 
ithng iF(=>rei;gt11 support . 

(b)(3)
_ 

-ln‘rei:r1'zr‘I0ppn;¢'ifion. Beth the Kur- 
tDetntoc=retfi'c EP:trt__y "( KDZP3 and the Bam- 

otic I:TJ:n’itm @“fT-Kurdistzm TPUKZ) lhzwe :sm:£l.l 
tfetees, $1.-\:rn’t attnfl ‘ll-tile geoxver ito 
_tprt')jet;’t.

_ 

fa an-:2] PIJFK eztéh -eh-1i;r.~> abut: 
20,000 full-time fighters. figures that 
probably are inflated. 
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(b)(3)
' 

(b)(3) 

E thnic and Religioufi Makeup 
Deep religious divisions (Arab 

Sunni; versus Arab Shirt) and ethnic conflict 
(Arab versus Kurd] weaken Iraqi social 

- Pcoltesiou. 

‘ dam has made ttpriority of maintaining the 
allegiance. of elite Suru1is——particularI.y those 
in. the military. iotelliggence, and security ser- 

r vices--by providing patronage and mau.i.pu- 
; 

Boring Sunni fearéohat US goals ittelttde EI'2].l.’ii- 

_ tloning the courttry. ' 

ll Group 
l l 

“i‘r@lee;»l. l 

13 - 
l '36 

(MiIlwm') Q Despite the Shia allegiance to Iraq during 
the Irar_t—]r§1q War, Sunni Arabs distrust 
the close ties Shia parties have -with Iran. 

_ 
e, I Additionally, the bloody violence that W 

erupted i.n southern Iraq after the Gulf 
V 

" 
r 

r I 

i 

J it 
' War has led many Sunnis to fear that Shia 

from the poor suburbs would and raid 
A - A- f 

' 

t 

. 
Q 

Z _ middle class and wealthy Sunni neighbor- 
Tt¢r7é0ri1a11.s - 

h ' 0.5 ' 

A 
2 hoods. .

'

1 

Shit! Arabs l 

".7. - 

_ 
"Sui-u.u' Arabs 5.3 - 

Kur_c_Is- 4.] 1 7i 

¢ Similarly, Sunni. Arabs question the 
0 I_n contrast, Iraq maintains 1 l. Regular ¢°mml"11¢"'t °f the K‘-"d5 to r"aq‘5 te"it°' 

I 

Amy and [W0 Republican Guard divi, rial integrity and the country as am “Arab 
sions coniprising about 200,000 troops ar- (b)(3)_ 

"@110"-“
_ 

Ktyed afiainst the ntortqh, wlgle sir; Regular The Trams Roughly thmeqlimem rmy < wisiotts an tree epub icart - 

; 
~- 

- 

_ 

l 

-- 

_

” 

Guard with about lr0Q.r,000- troops are sta- °_ rail“ 'td'"-"15? _‘<‘f1'lh 3 '11"'-5% “Pd me"
_ 

b) (3) 
tioued in south and south-central liraqy. Sliilykhjf-h°n;_:\¢PiFlllP{= Ylilfill-‘-Ye-‘¥’1d'»‘1 01° 

men, e 11 xv; m_a1~tn1.ttt1rntu1,~ unretera. y a- 3 The snrr despite their |;urmet*icanll tiemhie wi-Ih= teiee Mm-It mark!“ here 
|2I.:]dQ;d1Ennt1c.e in lruo, si?:1El_ari¥ lrtek the c,ett— bfftitsiz

d ' 

tr iz .orgrtt1iz:ati_or1. mi itary orees. or the e 1 “I__- _' 
‘<1 

_ 
f*-“T - "41 W131 ‘IE P3 fill‘ 

capability to force Saddam ouL tgfgtigtézftgrilg 
Q We estimate the Supreme Council for the "~“|» °“'l3’ i’-'°‘i"°‘Y “Plnmmg Swdam when 

lsl_zun.ic Revoliutio-n in Iraq (scrim has they eomwlvdled that the United. Sees was de~ 
4,g;@Q Ea 1, Q2000 fig;-‘rem’ termrned to o-verthrow lrnm. 

v Biaqr Al-Hztkint, the leader of SCIRL has j_S_k‘ii* mbes ‘Q Fhe 5°“'»th’ may _$°°k K’ 
indicated pubudy he woutd pmjcitme in remain trntrrtvolvecll u-ntrl an outcome XS clear. 
at transitional, gov'e-mment that i|ncorpo-- Mm)’ are wary °f~lg¢?Pm"l‘Fi"~g “heir fm“=a$Y 
mm; mqrs majqmy shin popumiom level of aceorhrltodeuon earth the regime. 
eventually would push. however, for a na~ L""kf"" °'5h-‘m- ‘f may P*"'¢e“'°d a “-"d°~'§ll1“w~dl 
tiottol re-fr"er.eodutu._‘ whitrh he presumably “5*“‘°‘i'“f3 0" km“ Us -§‘7‘1""md E°’~‘5"-'5 we“? “P‘ 
anticipates would secure Srh-la; leadership Pffiflfih-tug, they rgrolombly would jorrt the anti~ 
of the gavemn1'enL ' mg‘-"15 ff'3\'¢¢5~ - 

A 1<u,_~df,$r=,, Qf gym mu}; amanm Q Since the Ciullf war. at number of triballly 
might have the ttegotive effect of mll.yir1=g " ‘3“g“‘“'*7*"3‘-1 md"iP*“dl@Fll'» Shiill $;"1¢Wm¥1 
largely Sunni military heliitrcl Sodd*ztrt1.. Sad- %m"'P$ hm emeleetll we We-l**“et"= -let-<1~ 

S
. W” 
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<b><8> 

Despite some military experience, they do 
not have -the capability to topple the re- 
gime alone but do have extensive tribal 
connections among sympathetic Shirt 
within the Iraqi Army and the Iraqi Na- 

‘ 

tional Congress (INC).
' 

_E.rternal Opposition, The INC and 
other external groups presently have a narrow 
support'be_tse in Iraq from which to launch a 
coup, Sunnis are not well represented. in the 
lNC, and. Iraqi military Officers are unlikely 
to line up with them. 

(b)(3) 

Q Most [raqis====S‘u.nni and Shia alil<e=-have 
. little regard. for opposition elements out= 
side the country. Many exiled. dissidents 
and activists have not been in Iraq for 
years, and their influence and public rec- 
ognition is diminished by that absence. 

(b)(3) Lrnplieations 0|‘? it Coup . 

5 A coup by a strong military offieer ' 

Q; 

in comrnancl of at mechanized or armored. bri- 
._ gade or division would have the most chance 
i of success. If such an individual could rally 

other members of the S-unninzlominated mlli- 
tary and security elite, the odds of success 

’ 

wou.ld."= increztse. Even then, he pmhably 
could. only lay siege to Baglftclntl oi.1.clI not get 
to Saddam. Suclt am probably 

e would be steeped in the brutality and strong» 
b 

arttt methods that charact.erized the Saddam 
1, regime. 

_ _

" 

4.... 

.._-n.<‘- 

Such at person probably would not wont to 
l relinquish power to Coalition forces, al- 

though he might provide a relatively sta- 
rt 

ble. interim goverrtrtiertlt. 
l' 

9
. 

e Somewhat more likely would be general 
on the periphery declaring himsell’ the 
new rul.er-of Iraq and callirt-g for troops 

i across the country to rally to his e<'.u|se.._. 
The chzu1c.e-s of such. u leader 
Bagl1.dad__ however. would be slim. 

1 . 

(b)(3). ' 

' 

Coup. Attempts Wi.dely Repor-te4i(b)l 
.Few.Verified - -~ 

_. 

' 

.. 
'- 

(by 
—<b><§> ~

\ 

the Iraqi opposition press fre- 
quently report’ coup attempts within the Iraqi 
rniliraryi the security service,“-or. Saddanfs - 

family. These reports generally originate 
within the opposition and sire followed by 
amplifying reports that pr0~Vl.d6 corroborating

y 

details, often about how thecoup-plotters 
have been arrested and sumniarily punished. 
The reports tend to be widely circulated but "' 

appear to be rumors spread. to l;1_ighlig_ht S.ad- 
vulnerability as well as his penchant for 

brutality. 
(b)(3) 

_ _ Reports of coup attempts or political . 

_pu.rges use to Saddam‘s inner circle are dif= 
-ficult to verify, but certain indicators can help 

l corroborate specific i ncid.en_ts. 

intelligence reporting of security liorces. . 

i 

reacting to» u-coup attemptlot-.suppressin,g r 

t 
' 

relohzd unrest wou:ld1.pro'vitlest1ton.g evi- 
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‘Sustained and. derailed? reports front a" 
. . wide. variety of'sotu1ce_s..woul_d help con.- 

firfll an. in.cicler1,t—as-they did in: l Q99‘ a-’r7'-. 
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~ tcr opposition press reported that the re.- 
¥. gime executed LL General Karnel Sajedi 

A.l.+.lanab.i and others for trying to organ- 
. ize :1 coup. Such reporting, however, of- 
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ten CQHIES we1l.af.ter. such events have 
l transpi.rcd.. 
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lnlTreq;uei1tl:y?, B‘aghdad- w1;l‘l.pu-blicly 
‘ac ‘mow fedge on assass1".n;1;tio-n attett1pt.ugauinst 
at [€.‘—;glil.1t1e: figure, as it did" with S'ud'tlutu‘s: son. 

~ Udtly or Vice President l.z_zetlbr:1h.i-rn., when it 
occuws in public venue and its clisclosure.-. is 
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