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QUES TION: Mr. Bm Laden could you gzve us your main cnnczsm of Ihe Saudz royal famxly that
_zs rulmg Saudt Ar 1 ' y7

govemmcnt services and so on..

QUES TION Mr. Bm Laden zf the Islanuc movement takes. overArabza, what land of society will

be created and: wdl Saudt Arabza, for axample return to the laws of the Qur an at rhe tzme of the
Propheﬂ - e el , . -

BIN LADEN Wc am conﬁdcnt- "wnth the pcxmnssnon of God, P:mse and Glory be to me that

demand We beheve that the curnent pnces are noi reallstm due to the Saudl xegxme s.association
with the. Amcncan Govemment to mcrcasc productlon and ﬂoodmg thc market that caused a
shmp decrease in oil prices.
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QUESTION: Mr. Bin Laden, you've declared a jinac ayainst the United States. Can you tell us
why? And is the jihad directed againsi the US government or the United States’ troops in
Arabia? What about US civilians in Arabia or the people of the United States?

BIN LADEN: We declared jihad against the US government, because the US government is
unjust, criminal and tyrannical. It has committed acts that are extremely unjust, hideous and
criminal Whether directly or through its support of the Isracli occu "of the Prog het's ‘Night
Travel Land (Palestitie). ‘And we believe the US is directly n:spons1b’l for those who' were killed
in Palestine, Lebarion and Iraq. “The mention of the US reminds us beforcT everythingelse of
those innocent children Who were dismembered, their heads.and arms cut off in the reccnt
explosnou that took pl' C: ':m Qana (m Lebanon) This US govemment abandoned even

not wmlessed before by. any power or any lmpcnahst power: in the world. They should have been
consnderate that the qlbla (Mcoca) of the Muslims upheaves: thc emotion of the entire Muslim.
World. Due to its: subordmat:on to the Jews the arrogance and haughtmess of the US reg:me has
1 250 mxlhon in L the world today For this and other acts of aggmssmn and mjustlce we. have
declared jihad against the US, because in our religion it is our dutyto makc jihad so that God’s
word i is the one: exalted to thc helghts S0 that we dnve the Amencans a_way from all Mushm

BIN LADEN: The causc of the mactnon must be sought and the act that has-tg&ggred th1s
reaction must be chmmated ‘Thi reaction came as a result of the US: ‘aggressive pohcy towards
the entire Muslim world and not ]ust towards the Arabian peninsula. So if the cause that has
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called for this act comes to an end, this act, in turn, will come to an end. So, the &
jihad against the US does not stop with its withdrawal from the Arabian peninsuly, :
must dcsnst from aggrcssxve interyention against. Mushms in the whole world.

that He mat
on for jihad. ;
nvaded a M.
1S in Afghani.
been impos:
ured by tens o°
er, we used
: heavy equipme:
the country of the Two Holy Placcs (Arabia) esumated atfhundreds of tons altogether 1
mcluded bul]dozcrs, loadcrs dump trucks and eqmpmcnt for digging trenches. When -
s, by the grace of God, we dug -

£l bc to Him, on

ft'h_them Of this.
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of this religion is jihad. The nation has had a strong conviction that there is no way to obtain
faithful strength but by returning to this jihad. The influence of the Afghan jihad on the Islamic
world was 50 great and it necessitatcs that pcdplc should n'sc above many of their diffcmnccs and
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and there was a tendency i v thie zovernment that was inclined to reconciliation or surrender.
Then, when they msmcd that i should keep my mouth shut, I decided to look for a land in which
I could breathe a pure, frec air 1o perform my duty in enjoining what is right and forblddmg what
is wrong. I ask God, Praisc and Glory be to Him, for mcrcase m prosperity for this great land, the
lLand of Khurasan (Athan.\ ) in order to c""

Master of thxs world and established what it ¢allsthe new world_orde It wantcd to delude
people that it can do whatever it wants, but it can’t do this.. It leveled against ine and others as
many accusations as it desired and wished.. What you have menti ned were some. of them

Pralse and 'Glory be to Him, decreed foru us
u_nden_qok to kill the American occupiers i
as heroes and describe them as men. They
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the forehead of their nation. We ask Allah, Praise and Glory be to Him, to accept them as
martyrs.

QUESTION: Let’s 8o 10 the bo, mgs of Umted States troops in Rtyadh ar;_d Dhahran Why did
they happen and were you ‘and orer i

peoplcs in which the US'
ushms in lhc whole wor]’

BIN LADEN As for thc prcvxous quesnon, thc cxplosxon of Riyadh and the one in Al-Khobar
(Dhahran) It is no secret. that durmg the two cxplosmns 1 was not in. Saudx Arabla butl havc

Do you know htm’ .

BIN: LADEN Shcxk Omar Abdcl Rahman sj:‘a Muslim scholar well- known all over: the Mushm
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world. He mprcscms i iind of injustice and falsc accusations that is adopted by the U.S.

-against the symbols of tic Islamic World. A baseless case was fabricated against him even

though he is blind old mun. We ask Allah, The Almighty, to relieve him.. The U.S. sentenced
_him to hundreds of years _]US[ to please it caprice and the whims of the Egyptlan regime. He is
_now very badly treated unilin no way fit foran old man hkc him or any Musllm scholar.

_QUES ION Mr. Bm Laden, in'e
Arabs who fought in thc Afghan'

| Somalla Thc goal, of this was to
able to-do whatever it desires. -As:so
thcyf 1 _'nc_l no one but children.. Th :

' thc world as the * greatest powcr m . exil )
becausé Muslims do not believe the that they camc 10 save the Somahs : _A ‘an
with human feelings in his heatt does not’ ”stmgmsh bctwccn a child killed in Palcstmc orin
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Lebanon, in Iraq or in Bosnia. So how can we believe your claims that you came to save our
children in Somalia while you kill our children in all of those places?

With Allah’s gracc Mushms over there. There was a factxon from thg Islarmc alliance that
emcrged and, cooperated with so‘ ! :eﬁArab “Mu_Jah'dce 'm Afghamstan They
_:pamc1pated with their brothers in Somalia against the cupatior tmops klllcd large

Aden, and Somalla, thenv let them go back 10 those who ane awamng its retum

QUES TION Mr. Bm Laden, your famdy is. a nch powelful famdy in Saua't Arabxa. Have they,

e you targeted

arealso in responsc '
sassmatc me. 'I1us has
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been going on for more than seven years. With Allah's grace, none of these attempts succeedec.

This is a proof in itself to Muslims and to the world that the U.S. is incapable and weaker that the
picture it wants to draw in people’s mind. A behev_er must rest assured that life is only in the
hands of Allah, and sustenance is also-in the hands of Allah, the. Alnnghty As for fearing for
q_havc full bchcf

: thh Allah's W1sh
lhc land of the "Israa"
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QUESTION Mr. Bin Laden, to Amencans you are an mterestmg ﬁgure A man who comes from

a background of wealth and. oomfort who ended up ﬁghtmg on'the ﬁ-ont lines.-Many Amerzcans
would thmk thats unusual. S

BIN LADEN Thanks be to Allah. It is hard for one to undemta.nd if the person docs niot
understand Islam. In our religion we believe that Allah created us to worship Him, Allah is the
one who created us and blessed us with this religion, orders us to carry out the holy struggle
“jihad” to raise the word of Allah. above the words of the unbehevcxs We believe this a form of
worship we must follow ___,&cpxtc our. ﬁnancml ablhty “This i is . response to Westcmer and
scculansts in the Arab world that claxm thc reason for: the awakcnmg and the return to Islam is
economic difficulties. This js. untrue, in fact the return of the people toIslamisa blcssmg from
Allah, and their retum is a need for Allah.

This is not a strange issue, during the days of “Jihad” thousands of young men who were well off
financially left the Arabian Peninsula and other areas and ;omed the ﬁghtmg, hundreds of them
were killed in Afghamstan, Bosma' ¢ Chechnya. We pray Allah’ gmnt them martyr’s status.

2§ ; ed .as:the world s miost wanted man.” There is word that
the Amencan govemment _ tends toputa pnce ori your ] head in the mtlllons Jor. your capture
‘Do you thmk that they wdl do tkat? Does it worry you? -

cluldren that havc no weapon and havc not even: reached matunty At the same, tlme they defend
a country with its mrplancs and tanks, the state ofthe Iews, thathas apohcyto destroy the future
of these children. C '
heads of children and k

o }’ : ( N A ::
fate is set, if the whole world decided t6 gét together us before our tmle ‘s ‘come we will
not die, also livelihood is set, ho matter how ‘much pre America places ontheregimein
Riyadh to freeze our-asséts and to prevent people fron?bonmbutmg to this great cause we rely on
Allah and He will be the one to Judge us.

QUESTION: You have sald gf the Amencans are so brave they will come and-arrest me. Do you
think that is somethmg my country will try? -

BIN LADEN Despite if they try or not, we have. seen pamcula.rly durmg the last decade the

decline of the American govemmetit and the weaknéss of the American'soldier who is ready to
wage cold wars and unprepared to fight long wars. This was proven in Beirut when the Marines

001421

FOIA-06125

Approved for Release: 2018/05/01 C06716934



Approved for Release: 2018/05/01 C06716934

AT MTTWS Interview of Usama Bin Laden
I\‘h S25 1998
Page 2

fled afier two explosions, and also after the two explosions in Aden they ran in fess than 24

hours, tius was also repeated in Somalia. So in any given situation we are prepared and we rely
on Allah and He will be the one to judge us.

QUESTION: Mr. Bin Laden you have issued a ﬁztwah callmg on Muslzms to kill Amencans

where they can when they can. Is that directed at all Americans, just American military, just
Americans in Saudx Arabia?

BIN LADEN: Pralse be to Allah As we mentloned bcforc, Allah ordered us m thls rehglon to
uphold the truth to purify Muslim land of all non-believers, and espec1a11y the Ambmn Peninsula
where the Ka'ba is. After World War I the Amencans becamc more: aggressxvc and oppresswe
forcing itself on others cspecm]ly in the Muslim world.

We 2:¢ surprised this question is coming from Americans. Each action will solicit a similar
reaction. Reciprocal punishment is required to keep your evil away from Muslims, Muslim
children and women. American hxstory does not dxstmgmsh betweeri civilians and mxhtary, and
not even women and children. Thcy aré the ones Who used thé bombs against Nagasaki and
Hiroshima. Can these bombs distinguish between infants, children, women and mlhtary?
American does not have & rehgton that will prevent it from doctroymgfal'l people

Your situation Wlth Mushms in PaIcstme is. shameful and dwgt‘aceﬁﬂ Ifﬁlere is any shame leﬁ
in America. Sabra and Shahlla massacre, was a symbol of cooperatio: 'between Zionist and
Christian forces agairist Muslims. Houses were demolishied over thé heads of children also by
testimony of relief workers in Irag, the Americans 1 ctions: that r%ulted in the death of over
one million Iraql chﬂdren for no reason.. All of this'is done in the name of Amencan interests.
The only reason is your mtransxgcnce and your desxre 10 take other- people s money and to stcal
Muslims’ oil under misguided terms, saying that it is part of America’s ‘vital interests. We .
believe that the biggest thieves in the world today is. Amenca, and the blgg&st tcxmnsts are the
Americans. - Thc only ¢ _y?for us, to fend oﬁ' th%e assaults is use sumlar means ‘

We do not dxfferentxate between thosc dresscd in rmhtaty umforms and cmhans, they are all
targets in this fatwah. - Especmlly since American officials have stated after the Khobar bombing
that there was a lack of information and all American ¢ivilians were asked to gather information
on Muslims and observant Muslim youth and to convey to-the security section in the embassy.
The fatwah is general and includes all that share or take part in killing of Muslims, assaulting
holy places, or thosc who help the Jews occupy Mushm land. T

QUESTION: Ramzi Yousef was a follower, a follower of ‘yours. Do you remember him? Did
you know him?

Ramzi Yousef, aﬁcf the World Trade Center bombing became a well known Muslim personality,
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and all Muslims know him. Unfortunately, I did not know him before the incident.

Iremember him as a Muslim who defended Islam from American aggression on Muslim lands. -
He took this effort to let the: Amencans know that their govcmment assaults Mushms to insure
Israeli interests, to insure chs

America will see many youths that will follow Ramzi Yousef.

QUESTION: Is it true that when Ramzt Yousef was captured he was in a guesthoase that you
were paying for? : D : :

BIN LADEN: What was broadcasted in the news and what we lwned is that he was captured
through Amencan mtervcntlon in Paklstan, a big misfortune, from one of the hotels

QUESTION: Wali Khan Amm Shah, he was captured in Manila. Amerwan authormes believed

he was working for you, ﬁmded by you, setting up training camps thetje;and that  part of his  plan

was to plan out the a.ssassmatton or attempted assassination of. Presxden__' Clinton durmg his tnp '

‘to Manila. , _ SR . !

BIN LADEN: Praisc be to Allah “Wali Khanisa Muslim youth,_m Afghamstan he is mcknamed
the Lion. Azmaral in Afghani. He was one of our best Muslim jo

it, but it is not Surprising.

As I said, every action sohcxts a snmlar reacuon What do you expect ﬁvom those whom Chnton '

BIN LADEN: We roused the peoplc, the Mushms and carried fatwahs from ourUhma aﬁer the
Saudi government unpnsoned them to placate the American government, and the miost -
prominent are Sheikh Salman ben Fahd al-Odeh, Safad ben Abdel Rnhman el Hawali, Sheikh -
Ibrahim al-Dubayyan, Sheikh Yehya ‘Yehya and Sheikh Said ben Salr 'I‘hey are all our brothers
and we pray for them. ,

So we carried out these fatwahs and iﬁéited the people to eject this enemy from the Holy Land,
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some of the people listened, from among them, Khaled el- Sa'eed, Abdel Azziz el Me'them,
Hamood aI:H"Jery‘and Misleh'el’ Samray We pray Allah o
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.Wc predict a black day for Ax_nenca and the end of the United Statesas united states; and w111 be
‘separate states, and thcymllxetrwtﬁom‘om 1and andcollect the bodm of its sons back to e

QUES’IYON--Descnbe fhe__ tuatzo "Wh yourmentookon the American for¢e§_i_n_:Soht_élj_¢i'?
Wereyou there? P N S ' SR
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-BIN LADEN Aﬁer Allah honored s w1th vxctory m;@fghamstan and jusuce prevmled and the
kﬂlmgs of: those who laughtered millions of Muslims in the Muslim rcpublxcs At cleared ﬁom

.....

and Bosma.
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government at the time there are millions of Americans living on the strect and those living
below the standard of living, and in stricken poverty, we find the American govemment turning
towards helping Israel in occupymg our land and bulldmg scttlements in the prophet s Holy Land
pme be upon H1m T :

The Amencan governmcnt is throwmg away the lives of Amencans in the land of Al-Haramain
-{Saudi Arabia) and other places for the interests of the Jews. The Jews are a people that Allah
cited in his holy. book the Qura’an as those who attacked their prophets with lies and killings and
attacked Maty may peace be upon her, and accusing her of being a whore. They are a people
who didn’t abstain from Ialhng God'’s prophets. How would they rcfram from lnllmg, raping and
stealing from humans B

They beheve that all humans are animals to be exploited by them, and found that the Americans
are the best created bemgs for that use. The American government is dnvmg America to
destruction and. ratlonal people have no doubt that Amcnca will not bea superpower at the tum
" of the next century : .

So, we. tcll the Amencan people and we tell the mothers of soldlcrs, and American mothers in
genieral, if they value their lives and those of their children to' finda nahonahsuc government that
would look aﬁer thelr mterests and not the interests of Jews '

The conhnuauon of the rcpresswn will bring the fighting to Amenca, hke Ramzi Yousef and
others. This'i is my message to the American people to look for a serious government that looks
out for thexr mtercsts a.nd does not attack others, their lands or: their money

QUESIYON Mr Bin Laden these are most of the questwns we came wzth Is there anything
that I dzd not ask that you would like to add? :

with Muslim masses, praise be
__cause,but[amjusta '

BIN LADEN 1 would hke to strm that we are at a cIose con.'”

and the chs We see thxs thcn in the stmngth of the reactx daat_'évcry day the Amcnca.ns delay
their depaiture for every day they delay they will recelve a n v "‘corpse from Mushm countries to
America N

The Saudi Arabian govemment captured a few months ; ago in Ramadan 4 number of missiles,
which they didn’t reporL The missiles included anti-aircraft mlssﬁcs SAM and Stinger missiles.

Can the Saudi government explain to its people when a SAM mxssxle is lau_nched agamst a
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nations to jom thc hght of Islam Our first duty isnot only to prcach for th1s religion, but also to
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