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M A 0  S CULTURAL REVOLUTION" 

111. THE PURGE OF THE P.L.A. AND THE STARDOM OF MADAME M A 0  

T h i s  s t a f f  s t u d y  is o n e  of  a series g rowing  o u t  
of c o n t i n u i n g  SRS s u r v e i l l a n c e  of t h e  China  scene. The 
f i r s t  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  series , "Ma0 s C u l t u r a l  Revo- 
l u t i o n ' :  Its L e a d e r s h i p ,  Its S t r a t e g y ,  Its I n s t r u m e n t s ,  
and Its C a s u a l t i e s "  ( F e b r u a r y  1 9 6 7 ) ,  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  w a s  p r i m a r i l y  a purge,  c a r r i e d  o u t  
w i t h  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u m e n t s .  The s e c o n d ,  "The P.L.A. and 
t h e  ' C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ' "  (October 1967), c o n c e n t r a t e d  
on Mao's u s e  of  t h e  P.L.A. a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  " r evo-  
l u t i o n "  and o n  h i s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  P.L.A. i t se l f  
t o  make i t  " r e l i a b l e "  i n  t h a t  role .  

The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  traces t h e  s t o r y  t o  J u n e  1968.  
I t  f i n d s  Mao t o  b e  s t i l l  t h e  c e n t r a l  and dominant  f i g u r e ,  
b u t  i t  d e v o t e s  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  way i n  wh ich  
Mao's treatment of  t h e  P.L.A. h a s  seemed t o  work a g a i n s t  
h i s  e n d s  by p rovok ing  r e s e n t m e n t  among t h o s e  upon whom 
h i s  p o s i t i o n  d i r e c t l y  d e p e n d s ,  by  na r rowing  h i s  b a s e  of 
s u p p o r t  t o  f a n a t i c s  and o p p o r t u n i s t s ,  and by p u t t i n g  h i s  
own p o s i t i o n  i n  d a n g e r .  T h e s e  t r e n d s  are  h i g h l i g h t e d  by 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  and s t a t u s  of Madame Mao, whb h a s  become 
o n e  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  and h a s  p l a y e d  t h e  s t a r r i n g  
role i n  p u r g i n g  t h e  P.L.A. 

T h i s  s t u d y ,  l i k e  its p r e d e c e s s d r s  i d  t h e  series,  
is n o t  a c o o r d i n a t e d  p a p e r ;  i t  is a r e s u l t  of t h e  r e s e a r c h  
and a n a l y s i s  of a s i n g l e  s t a f f  a n a l y s t .  Comments a r e  
i n v i t e d .  

John  K e r r y  King  
C h i e f ,  DDI S p e c i a l  R e s e a r c h  S t a f f  
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MAO' S "CULTURAL REVOLUTION" 

111. THE PURGE OF THE P.L.A. AND THE STARDOM OF MADAME M A 0  

Summary and C o n c l u s i o n s  

The P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a t i o n  Army (P.L.A., meaning t h e  
armed forces as a whole)  h a s  been  both  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  and 
a n  object of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  Ch ina .  As a n  
i n s t r u m e n t ,  i t  h a s  been  used  to  protect Mao a g a i n s t  h i s  
enemies ,  t o  protect  and s u p p o r t  t h e  m i l i t a n t  m a s s  f o r c e s  
of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and  to  keep  them w i t h i n  l i m i t s ,  and t o  
g o v e r n  Ch ina  u n t i l  a new p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  c a n  be b u i l t .  
Thus  t h e  PLA h a s  been--and r ema ins - - the  a p p a r a t u s  on w h i c h  
Mae's team p r i m a r i l y  depends .  But  t o  make it ' ' r e l i a b l e "  
i n  t h a t  r o l e ,  it h a s  a l so  been a n  object of t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n - - s u f f e r i n g  a p ro longed  p u r g e  ( i n  i n s t a l l m e n t s )  w h i c h  . 
h a s  r a d i c a l l y  r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  h i g h  command, c l a i m i n g  as 
v i c t i m s  h a l f  of its c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  and many of its r e g i o n -  
a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  leaders, and t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  s t r i k e  down 
more. 

Mae's wife, Chiang  Ching ,  a former b i t  p l a y e r  i n  
t h e  mov ies  and now a b o u t  55, h a s  been  t h e  s c o u r g e  of t h e  
PLA. Whi le  Mao and L i n  have  had t h e  main  ro les  i n  gu id -  
i n g  t h e  PLA as a n  i n s t r u m e n t ,  t h e  Madame too h a s  had an  
i m p o r t a n t  role. Moreover ,  s h e  has b e e n  t h e  main  source 
of m i l i t a n t  e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  and h a s  t h u s  g r e a t l y  c o m p l i c a t e d  t h e  t a s k s  of t h e  
PLA i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  and  g o v e r n i n g .  Of greatest  i m p o r t a n c e ,  
t h e  Madame h a s  p l a y e d  h e r  first s t a r r i n g  ro le  i n  c a r r y i n g  
o u t  t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA on t h e  l i n e s  drawn by Mao and 
L i n - - l i n e s  which have  a p p a r e n t l y  permit ted t h e  Madame to 
e x e r c i s e  a good deal of i n i t i a t i v e ,  p e r h a p s  s u b j e c t  o n l y  
t o  r e v i e w  by Mao and L i n .  The Madame h a s  dominated  t h e  
spec ia l  i n s t r u m e n t s  of t h e  p u r g e  and  has t a k e n  t h e  p u b l i c  
l e a d  i n  almost e v e r y  stage, and  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h i s  
s h e  h a s  r i s e n  s p e c t a c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  P e k i n g  h i e r a r c h y .  



She h a s  been q u i c k  t o  b r e a k  t h o s e  who opposed h e r .  Even 
Mao's t o p  two l i e u t e n a n t s ,  L i n  Pia0 and Chou E n - l a i ,  
r e c o g n i z e  h e r  as dange rous .  And Mao's u s e  of t h e  Madame 
h a s  a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  dange r  t o  h i s  own p o s i t i o n .  

Madame Mao began  h e r  r ise  i n  November 1965, when 
Mao u s e d  h e r  t o  p l a n t  a d e n u n c i a t o r y  ar t ic le  which opened 
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  The PLA's c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  was 
soon purged  as a n  immedia te  t h r e a t ,  b u t ,  before under-  
t a k i n g  any  l a r g e - s c a l e  p u r g e  o f  t h e  PLA, Mao a s s i g n e d  t h e  
Madame t o  l o o k  i n t o  its p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n .  Fo l lowing .  
t h i s  exercise, Mao made clear t h a t  a p u r g e  of t h e  PLA as 
well as of t h e  p a r t y  l a y  a h e a d ,  and s e t  u p  a t  t h a t  time 
a s p e c i a l  i n s t r u m e n t - - t h e  c e n t r a l  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
Group--to c o n d u c t  t h e  purge of t h e  p a r t y ;  Madame Mao was 
named its first d e p u t y  cha i rman ,  and b r o u g h t  s e v e r a l  
p r o t e g e s  w i t h  h e r ,  

I n  August 1966, L i n  P i a 0  announced t h e  c r i t e r i a  
f o r  j u d g i n g  PLA l e a d e r s - - d e m o n s t r a t e d  s u p p o r t  o f  Mao, 
and f i d e l i t y  t o  h i s  t h o u g h t .  A t  first he  gave t h e  re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  p u r g e  t o  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
organs ( t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commission and t h e  General 
Po l i t i ca l  Depar tment )  and t o  PLA o f f i c e r s  (Yang Cheng-wu 
and Hsiao Hua). I n  O c t o b e r ,  however,  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r evo-  
l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  PLA moved i n t o  a h i g h e r  gear, and a n o t h e r  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group was ' formed f o r  t h e  PLA a l o n e ;  
t h e  Madame became a d v i s o r  and d e  facto chief of t h i s  PLA/ 
CRG, and  t h u s  t h e  o n l y  p e r s o n  t o  have  a l e a d i n g  r o l e  i n  
both t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  PLA/CRG. 

The Madame began  a t  o n c e  t o  s u b v e r t  t h e  work of 
t h e  nominal  c h i e f  of t h e  PLA/CRG, and t o  g o  a f te r  b i g g e r  

* game. I n  December s h e  got i t ,  denounc ing  Ho Lung, t h e  
s e c o n d - r a n k i n g  o f f i c e r  of t h e  MAC and t h e  r e p u t e d  cen-  
t r a l  f i g u r e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  g r o u p  of  PLA l e a d e r s  t o  
be purged .  The Madame's d e n u n c i a t i o n  of a key  f i g u r e  f o r  
" r i g h t i s t "  errors and f a c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y ,  f o l l o w e d  by 
t h e  p u r g e  of  t h a t  l e a d e r  and h i s  associates, was t o  b e  
t h e  p a t t e r n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  pu rge  o f  t h e  PLA. 
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I n  J a n u a r y  1967 Madame Mao t o o k  t h e  l e a d  i n  d i r e c t l y  
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  c h i e f  of t h e  PLA/CRG a n d  announced (on Mao's 
a u t h o r i t y )  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h a t  g r o u p ,  p lacing i t  
u n d e r  a n  e l d e r l y  m a r s h a l ,  naming t h e  t w o  o r i g i n a l  s u p e r -  
v i s o r s  of t h e  purge--Yang and  Hsiao--as h i s  d e p u t i e s ,  
and a d d i n g  L i n  P iao ' s  wife.  The Madame and o t h e r  l e a d -  
e r s  s o o n  began  c r i t i c i z i n g  Hsiao, b u t  g a v e  him a n o t h e r  
c h a n c e  

I n  l a t e  J a n u a r y ,  t h e  great disorder  r e s u l t i n g  from 
t h e  c a l l  f o r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" t o  "seize power" made 
i t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  PLA t o  i n t e r v e n e ,  u n d e r  t h e  s l o g a n  
of " S u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t . "  Because  Mao u r g e n t l y  r e q u i r e d  t h e  
PLA's c o o p e r a t i o n  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  he  r e a s s u r e d  t h e  PLA t h a t  
he  d i d  n o t  mean t o  p u r g e  i t  o n  t h e  same scale as t h e  p a r t y .  

However, t h e  PLA t e n d e d  t o  s u p p r e s s  t r o u b l e - m a k e r s  
of a l l  s o r t s - - i n c l u d i n g  "rebel" g r o u p s  f a v o r e d  by Peking-- 
a n d  t h e  PLA i t s e l f  t h u s  became p a r t  of what  was j u d g e d  
by t h e  Maoists t o  be a n  " a d v e r s e  [ r i g h t i s t ]  c u r r e n t "  i n  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a s  a w h o l e .  I n  l a t e  March t h e  PLA was 
p u t  b a c k  o n  t h e  l e a s h ,  res t r ic ted i n  its u s e  of c o e r c i o n ,  
and  d i r e c t e d  n o t  t o  ac t  a t  a l l  w i t h o u t  orders from above .  
The Madame a g a i n  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  head of t h e  PLA/CRG. H i s  
p o s t  was r e p o r t e d l y  d i v i d e d  among Yang and  Hsiao ( h i s  
two d e p u t i e s )  and H s i e h  Fu-chih  ( t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  
c h i e f ) ,  w i t h  t h e  Madame r e m a i n i n g  a s  t h e  r e a l  leader. 
T h e s e  t h r e e  o f f icers  and  Su Yu ( c o o r d i n a t o r  of d e f e n s e  
research) were named t o  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of t h e  
MAC, d i s p l a c i n g  as a c t i v e  leaders of t h e  MAC t h e  f i v e  
m a r s h a l s  below L i n  Piao. 

D u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1967, PLA l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  re- 
g i o n s  a n d  p r o v i n c e s  came u n d e r  i n c r e a s i n g  a t t a c k  by  t h e  
"rebels ,"  and  by  May t h e  leaders i n  P e k i n g  a p p a r e n t l y  
f e l t  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  i s s u e  direct ives  c u r b i n g  t h e  
"rebelsel '  However, t h e  PLA was n o t  g i v e n  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
u s e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  force,  and  great d isorder  c o n t i n u e d .  

Mao's t e a m ' i n  P e k i n g  chose t o  deal w i t h  t h i s  d i s -  
o rder - -and  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l ' r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  PLA--by send-  
i n g  a small d e l e g a t i o n  u n d e r  H s i e h  Fu-chih  t o  t h e  worst 
t r o u b l e - s p o t s  d u r i n g  J u l y .  T h i s  d e l e g a t i o n  f o u n d  t h e  

- ii i- 



Wuhan h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  be i n s u b o r d i n a t e  b o t h  i n  its p a s t  
h a n d l i n g  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and i n  its p r e s e n t  treat- 
ment o f  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n .  T h i s  l a t t e r  a c t i o n  en raged  and  
alarmed t h e  leaders i n  P e k i n g ,  n o t a b l y  t h e  Madame. The 
Wuhan commander was q u i c k l y  r e p l a c e d ,  and  t h e  Madame cal led 
o n  t h e  "rebelsf1 t o  a r m  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  other mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  which-with t h e  possible s u p p o r t  of PLA of- 
ficers--might w i s h  t o  harm them. PLA r e g i o n a l  commanders 
were summoned t o  Pek ing  i n  l a t e  J u l y  fo r  a l e c t u r e  on 
d i s c i p l i n e ,  and  t h e  CRG-control led p a r t y  j o u r n a l  cal led 
f o r  a f u r t h e r  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA. L i n  Piao i n  e a r l y  August 
a g a i n  t o l d  t h e  PLA t h a t  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  mass r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i t  was n o t  t o  act w i t h o u t  orders from 
P e k i n g ,  and  t h e  MAC a t  t h a t  t i m e  $et up  a s p e c i a l  "Sup- 
port  t h e  L e f t "  Group (:under H s i e h  Fu-chih)  t o  g u i d e  t h e  
e f for t s  o f  PLA commanders i n  h a n d l i n g  these o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  L i n  Pia0 and  Madame Mao, n e e d i n g  
a s c a p e g o a t  fo r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  PLA commanders i n  t he  
s p r i n g  and e a r l y  summer t o  r e s p o n d  as Mao wished  t o  t h e  
c o n f u s i n g  and  d i s a b l i n g  orders from P e k i n g ,  now moved 
a g a i n s t  Hsiao Hua. Hsiao was p u r g e d ,  and h i s  G e n e r a l  
Po l i t i ca l  Depar tment  was se t  aside.  S h o r t l y  thereaf te r ,  
t h e  PLA/CRG--of w h i c h  Hsiao had been  o n e  of t h e  d i r e c t o r b -  
was a g a i n  r e o r g a n i z e d .  I t  was now placed unde r  Wu Fa- 
h s i e n ,  commander of t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  r e l i ab le  A i r  F o r c e ,  
w i t h  Madame Mao r e m a i n i n g  a s  " a d v i s o r "  and L i n  Piao's wife 
moving toward t h e  t o p .  

However, t h e  leadership was not y e t  w i l l i n g  to  C a l l  
o f f  t h e  llrebels,ll and  its own criticism of t h e  PLA Bed- 
s w i f t l y  t o  i n t e n s i f i e d  llrebelll a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  local  m i l i -  
t a r y  commanders and t o  i n c r e a s e d  disorder.  Tak ing  a c c o u n t  
of t h i s  and  of PLA r e s e n t m e n t ,  Maols team soon  f e l t  i m -  
pe l l ed  t o  r e p u d i a t e  t h e  l i n e  t a k e n  s i n c e  l a t e  J u l y .  The 
Madame i n  p a r t i c u l a r  d i d  so--presumably on  orders from 
Mao--in a speech of 5 September i n  w h i c h  s h e  r e v e r s e d  her- 
s e l f ,  de fended  t h e  PLA, cr i t ic ized t h e  "rebels," withdrew 
h e r  i n c i t e m e n t  of them t o  seize arms, and  encouraged  t h e  
PLA t o  restore order. On t h e  same date ,  t h e  MAC and  t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  PLA t o  u s e  force t o  r e p e l  a t -  
tempts by mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to  seize weapons from t h e  
PLA . 
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L a t e r  i n  September ,  Mao's team went  f u r t h e r  t o  
placate t h e  PLA. T h r e e  s e c o n d - l e v e l  f i g u r e s  of t h e  cen-  
t r a l  C R G - j u s t  below t h e  Madame--were purged  as " u l t r a -  
l e f t i s t s . "  Madame Mao, a l t h o u g h  o n e  of those  r e s p o n s i -  
b l e  f o r  t h e  h a r s h  and t h r e a t e n i n g  l i n e  of J u l y  and  August 
f o r  which  t h e s e  three were made t h e  scapegoats, was g i v e n  
c r e d i t  by  o t h e r  l e a d e r s  fo r  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  "errors" o f  
t h e  three; a g a i n  s h e  t o o k  t h e  lead i n  a t t a c k i n g  those d i s -  
credited.  

By October, t h e  worst of t h e  disorders  had appar- 
e n t l y  a b a t e d ,  and s p e e c h e s  by t h e  leaders (e.g. ,  L i n  Piao) 
i n d i c a t e d  a n  i n t e n t i o n  t o  g i v e  t h e  PLA a r e s p i t e  from t h e  
p u r g e  w h i l e  i t  restored and ma' intained order t h r o u g h o u t  
China .  The s i t u a t i o n  r e m a i n e d  v o l a t i l e ,  however. Some 
v e r s i o n s  of Mao's own " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  condoned v i o l e n c e  
and  d i s r u p t i o n  i n  u n d e f i n e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  and "rebel" 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  h o s t i l e  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r  r e m a i n e d  i n  exis t -  
e n c e  and  i n  o f f i c i a l  f a v o r .  

The uneasy calm was s h o r t - l i v e d .  On 12 November, 
Madame Mao made s e v e r a l  s t a t e m e n t s  which c o u l d  be and were 
r e a d  by  m i l i t a n t  rebels  as a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for r e s u m i n g  
v i o l e n c e  and a t t a c k i n g  "people i n  a u t h o r i t y  . I 1  Those  "rebel" 
g r o u p s  which d i d  t h i s  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  get away w i t h  
i t - - t h a t  t h e  PLA, r i g h t l y  afraid of Mao's r e a c t i o n ,  would 
n o t  use t h e  n e c e s s a r y  force a g a i n s t  them; and t h e  word 
q u i c k l y  s p r e a d .  After mid-November, v i o l e n c e  s u b s t a n t i -  
a l l y  i n c r e a s e d .  

1967-68. I n  a t  l e a s t  some cases, c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  Septem- 
ber d i r e c t i v e ,  local  PLA commanders were ordered n o t  t o  
u s e  force even t o  p r e v e n t  s e i z u r e s  of arms. And t h e y  
were n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e r i o u s  
f i g h t i n g  among "rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which  t h e  s e i z e d  
arms made possible. Al though t h e  m i l i t a n t  l e a d e r s  of t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - p r i n c i p a l l y  Mao, L i n ,  and t h e  
Madame--made a c o n c i l i a t o r y  g e s t u r e  t o  t h e  PLA by purg-  
i n g  a n o t h e r  of t h e  " u l t r a - l e f  t" s e c o n d - l e v e l  f i g u r e s  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG who had o f f e n d e d  t h e  PLA, these p a r t y  
leaders d i d  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  p o l i c i e s - - t h e  r e a l  source of 
t h e  t rouble- -which  restricted t h e  PLA's a c t i o n s .  

T h i s  d i s o r d e r  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w i n t e r  of 
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A t  a b o u t  t h i s  time, perhaps by d e s i g n  of L i n  P i a 0  
i n  o r d e r  t o  d i l u t e  Madame Mae's power, three new work 
g r o u p s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  PLA t o  c a r r y  on  t h e  tasks  
of p o l i t i c a l  s u r v e i l l a n c e  once  per formed by t h e  d i s c r e d i t e d  
G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment .  The most i m p o r t a n t  of t h e s e  
- - the  po l i t i ca l  work group--was a p p a r e n t l y  e i ther  t o  sup-  
p l emen t  or t o  r e p l a c e  Madame Mae's BLA/CRG. T h e r e  is some 
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Yang Cheng-wu was g i v e n  t h e  j o b  of s u p e r v i s -  
i n g  t h i s  new group.  If s o ,  t h e  Madame may have s e e n  Yang 
as  a threat t o  her  p o s i t i o n  as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p e r s o n  re- 
p o r t i n g  t o  Mao and L i n  on t h e  po l i t i ca l  r e l i a b i l i t y  of 
s e n i o r  PLA of f icers .  

I The n e x t  wave of t h e  p u r g e  was to  h i t  Yang Cheng- 
wu h i m s e l f ,  a l o n g  w i t h  two other h igh - rank ing  o f f icers  
( t h e  first p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of t h e  A i r  F o r c e  and  t h e  
P e k i n g  G a r r i s o n  Commander). A l l  t h a t  is clear a b o u t  t h i s  
case is t h a t  t h e  three r a n  d i r e c t l y  a f o u l  of Madame Mao. 
O f f i c i a l  materials on t h e  case g i v e  t h e  impress ion- -per -  
haps f a l s e l y - - t h a t  Yang and t h e  A i r  Force leader were 
purged  p r i m a r i l y  for  h a v i n g  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  judgment  of 
Mao, L i n  Piao, and  Madame Mao, and  for hav ing  tr ied t o  
do someth ing  a b o u t  i t .  (If so ,  t h i s  c o u l d  have happened 
i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  work o f  t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  work 
g r o u p . )  The two had also come i n t o  c p n f l i c t - - f o r  t h i s  
r e a s o n  or some o the r - -wi th  t w o  other s t r o n g  leaders, 
H s i e h  Fu-chih  and Wu F a - h s i e n ,  w i t h  whom t h e  Madame worked 
c l o s e l y  i n  p u r g i n g  t h e  PLA, and p o s s i b l y  w i t h  some of 
t h e  r e g i o n a l  commanders. Yang and  t h e  g a r r i s o n  commander 
b r o u g h t  matters t o  a head on t h e  n i g h t  of 7-8 March, when 
t h e y  a l l eged ly  tr ied t o  "arrest" some people o n  t h e  pre- 
mises of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. Madame Mao was credi ted w i t h  
"brave ly1 '  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  arrests. The three,  a l o n g  w i t h  
many other m i l i t a r y  leaders, immedia t e ly  d i s a p p e a r e d  from 
t h e  news. 

Mao's t eam- - inc lud ing  Madame Mao--immediately 
l a u n c h e d  a new off e n s  i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  i g h t  is ts . 'I The 
Madame d e f i n e d  t h e  "main danger ) '  t h r o u g h o u t  Ch ina  as t h e  
r i g h t i s t  e f f o r t  to " r e v e r s e  v e r d i c t s , "  and i n  a series 
of m e e t i n g s  s h e  and others warned a u d i e n c e s  i n  P e k i n g  
and  d e l e g a t i o n s  from other  arts of Ch ina  of t h e  d a n g e r  
of a new " a d v e r s e  [ r i g h t i s t 7  c u r r e n t . "  On a t  least one  
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o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  Madame and  o t h e r s  r e b u k e d  some r e g i o n a l  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  f o r  r i g h t i s t  a t t i t u d e s .  

At a $5 March m e e t i n g ,  t h e  PLA w a s  i n fo rmed  of 
t h e  p u r g e  of Yang Cheng-wu and t h e  o t h e r s  and  of t h e  ap- 
p o i n t m e n t  of Huang Yung-sheng ( l i k e  Yang, a long- t ime  
l i e u t e n a n t  of L i n  Piao's)  as t h e  new c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  and 
of Huang ' s  former d e p u t y  as  t h e  new g a r r i s o n  commander. 
A s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  m e e t i n g  was t h e  d e f e r e n c e  
shown Madame Mao by both L i n  P i a o  and Chou E n - l a i ;  L i n ' s  
speech i n c l u d e d  a l o n g  and l a u d a t o r y  d e f e n s e  of t h e  
Madame, and both h e  and Chou p ledged  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  her. 
The Madame and others called f o r  "exposure"  of Yang ' s  
" b l a c k  backers" (L in  e x p r e s s l y  d e n i e d  b e i n g  o n e  of t h e m ) ,  
b u t  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  p r e s s  t h i s  del icate  
matter p u b l i c l y .  A t  a 27 March r a l l y ,  t h e  r e c e n t  c h a l -  
lenge t o  Madame Mao p e r s o n a l l y  was a g a i n  emphas ized ,  and 
extreme d e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Madame was a g a i n  shown by o ther  
l e a d e r s .  

While  P e k i n g ' s  campaign a g a i n s t  f a c t i o n a l i s m  i n  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had led  t o  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  v i o l e n c e  by 
e a r l y  March, now i n  e a r l y  Apr i l  Pek ing  r e d e f i n e d  " f a c t i o n -  
alism" i n  s u c h  a way a s  t o  make " p r o l e t a r i a n "  f a c t i o n a l -  
i s m  a good t h i n g .  T h i s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  campaign  a g a i n s t  
t h e  " r i g h t i s t s , "  e n c o u r a g e d  "rebel" g r o u p s  t o  become m i l i -  
t a n t  and t r o u b l e s o m e  a g a i n .  From s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  t h e r e  
were reports  of  renewed heavy f i g h t i n g  and of f r e s h  poster  
a t tacks  o n  m i l i t a r y  leaders. 

On May Day, Mao's team made a show of b o t h  t he  , 
m i l i t a n t  and  t h e  m o d e r a t e  f e a t u r e s  of its p o l i c i e s ,  w i t h  
t h e  m i l i t a n t  dominant .  T h i s  was t r u e  bo th  of t h e  o f f i -  
c i a l  pronouncements  and of t h e  l i n e - u p  o f  leaders, which 
d i s p l a y e d  s t r i k i n g l y  t h e  m i l i t a n t s - - i n c l u d i n g  Madame Mao-- 
who had r i s e n  i n  and  o n  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n . "  The m i l i t a n t  
leaders were d i s p l a y e d  e v e n  more s t r i k i n g l y  i n  t h e  small 
group--of 13 o r  14 - -p resen ted  on two o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s  i n  
May a s  Mao's f i r s t  team. 

As of l a t e  May 1968 ,  t h e  c a s u a l t i e s  of t h e  p u r g e  
of t h e  PLA had a l r e a d y  been  heavy.  Of t h e  65 t o p  p o s i -  
t i o n s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  
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o f  a t  l e a s t  35 posts  (28 i n d i v i d u a l s )  had a p p a r e n t l y  been  
p u r g e d ;  h a l f  of t h e s e  were m i l i t a r y  commanders, h a l f  p o l i -  
t i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s .  The p u r g e  had c l a i m e d  many v i c t i m s  
a s  w e l l  i n  t h e  r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  commands; compara- 
t i v e l y  few of  t h e s e ,  however ,  were m i l i t a r y  commanders, 
and  many had s u r v i v e d  t h e  k i n d  of  "rebel" a t t a c k s  w h i c h  
had p receded  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e s .  

Mao's c o n v i c t i o n  of t h e  a b s o l u t e  c o r r e c t n e s s  of h i s  
" though t " ,  c e n t r a l  t o  which  is h i s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  power 
of t h e  f a n a t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w i l l ,  and h i s  o b s e s s i v e  
c o n c e r n  w i t h  d e v e l o p i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s "  who 
w i l l  be f a i t h f u l  t o  t h a t  " t h o u g h t . "  The r e v o l u t i o n  has  
a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  t o  h i g h l i g h t  s u c h  f e a t u r e s  of Mao's c h a r -  
acter  a s  h i s  b o u n d l e s s  v a n i t y ,  h i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p a r a n o i d  
s u s p i c i o n ,  and h i s  v i n d i c t i v e n e s s .  The mark of h i s  s t y l e  
is on v i r t u a l l y  e v e r y  c o n c e p t  and  t a c t i c  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u -  
t i o n ' '  ; c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a s p e c t s  of h i s  " though t "  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a s  p o l i c y ;  f a n t a s i e s  a re  h e l d  up a s  r e a l i t i e s ;  losses are  
d e f i n e d  a s  g a i n s ;  e q u i v o c a l  d i r e c t i v e s  c o n f u s e  those who 
must  implement  them and  l e a v e  Mao ''correct" no  matter what  
happens .  The " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  h a s  r e p e a t e d  f e a t u r e s  . 
of p a s t  Maois t  campa igns ,  s u c h  a s  s e t t i n g  t r a p s  and tests 
f o r  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  and p u n i s h i n g  s e v e r e l y  those  who have 
t l f a i l e d " ,  f i n d i n g  s c a p e g o a t s  fo r  h i s  own errors, c r e a t -  
i n g  new o p p o n e n t s  by  h i s  a r b i t r a r y  b e h a v i o r ,  and r e l y i n g  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  on  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f a n a t i c s .  Such i r r a t i o n a l i t y  
h a s  been  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a p p a r e n t  i n  Mads b e h a v i o r  s i n c e  t h e  
"hundred f l o w e r s "  p e r i o d  i n  1957, and h a s  r e a c h e d  a new 
h i g h  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  

T h i s  Mao i s t  s t a m p  o n  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  together w i t h  
t h e  a t t r i b u t i o n  o f  a l l  b a s i c  p o l i c i e s  and c h a n g e s  of 
p o l i c y  t o  Mao h i m s e l f  ( i n  d i r e c t i v e s  and " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  
t h a t  a p p e a r  g e n u i n e ) ,  a r g u e  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  Mao is still  
t h e  c e n t r a l  f igure  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  The i n -  
c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t  ro le  and s t a t u s  a s s t g n e d  t o  Madame 
Mao a l so  a r g u e s  f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  cent ra l  p o s i t i o n  of Mao; 
i t  is most  improbab le  t h a t  any  one  else would  e n t r u s t  
s u c h  i m p o r t a n t  work t o  a p e r s o n  so l i t t l e  q u a l i f i e d ,  and 
so much d i s l i k e d .  

The " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d i s p l a y  
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Mao's " t h o u g h t , "  Mao's c h a r a c t e r ,  and  Mao's p r a c -  
t i ce  g i v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n  i n h e r e n t  i n s t a b i l i t y .  More- 
o v e r ,  Mao is committed t o  c a r r y  t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n  " to  t h e  
end"--meaning n o t  o n l y  t h e  " d e s t r u c t i o n "  of t h e  o l d  order  
b u t  a c o n t i n u i n g  p u r g e  of t h e  new s t r u c t u r e s  he  is b u i l d -  
i n g .  And a s  h e  f u r t h e r  d i s r u p t s  h i s  a l r e a d y  s e v e r e l y  d i s -  
o r d e r e d  s o c i e t y ,  h e  f u r t h e r  r e d u c e s  h i s  a l r e a d y  nar row 
base of s u p p o r t  among those  c a p a b l e  of c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  
t he c o n s  t r uc t i v e  f e a t u r  e s . 

The v a c i l l a t i o n  i n  C h i n e s e  p o l i c i e s  re f lec ts  p r i -  
m a r i l y  Mao's own u n s t e a d i n e s s  a s  a "helmsman." T h e r e  
have b e e n ,  however,  i m p o r t a n t  and growing  d i f f e r e n c e s  of 
d i s p o s i t i o n  and i n c l i n a t i o n  among Mao's l i e u t e n a n t s .  
T h e r e  a r e  those who,  l i k e  Mao h i m s e l f ,  a re  i n c l i n e d  ' l e f t '  
( L i n  Piao,  Madame Mao, t h e  o ther  p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG), and those who are i n c l i n e d  ' r i g h t '  and ex- 
e r t  a m o d e r a t i n g  i n f l u e n c e  when p o s s i b l e  (Chou E n - l a i  and 
o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  most m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ) .  T h e r e  has  b e e n  
growing t e n s i o n  and  c o n f l i c t  between these g r o u p s ,  b u t  
t h e  m i l i t a n t s ,  b e i n g  closer t o  Mao, have p r o b a b l y  been  
i n  t h e  s t r o n g e r  p o s i t i o n  e v e n  i n  p e r i o d s  of r e l a t i v e  mod- 
e r a  t i o n .  

Developments  from September  1967 t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  l a t t e r  p o i n t .  From September  t o  l a t e  March, 
P e k i n g ' s  p o l i c i e s  were mixed b u t  on b a l a n c e  r e l a t i v e l y  
m o d e r a t e ,  a n d  Mao's m i l i t a n t  l i e u t e n a n t s  seemed somewhat 
o n  t h e  d e f e n s i v e .  B u t  i n  e a r l y  March, when a g r o u p  of 
m i l i t a r y  l eade r s  o f f e n d e d  Madame Mao and  other  m i l i t a n t s ,  
t h e  o f f e n d e r s  were q u i c k l y  purged  and a n a t i o n - w i d e  cam- 
p a i g n  a g a i n s t  " r i g h t i s t s "  i n s t i t u t e d .  S i n c e  t h e n  Mao h a s  
gone  o u t  of h i s  way t o  d i s p l a y  h i s  m i l i t a n t  c o l l e a g u e s  
a s  t h e  dominant  f i g u r e s  o n  h i s  team. 

The PLA a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  
s u f f e r e d  from Mao's s t y l e  of work. I t  h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  been  
g i v e n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  g i v e n  e i ther  clear 
d i r e c t i v e s  o r  n e c e s s a r y  a u t h o r i t y ,  and h a s  t h e n  b e e n  
c h a s t i z e d  for  "errors." It h a s  a l s o  had t o  d e f e n d  it- 
self  a g a i n s t  m i l i t a n t  "rebels" i n c i t e d  by  P e k i n g .  A l -  
though t h e  PLA h a s  g a i n e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  power,  its s u r -  
v i v i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  p r o b a b l y  b e e n  l e f t  w i t h  a s e n s e  
of r e s e n t m e n t  and i n s e c u r i t y .  
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D e s p i t e  t h e  heavy c a s u a l t i e s  s u f f e r e d  by t h e  PLA 
and t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of any i n d i v i d u a l  t o  p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f ,  
t h e r e  h a s  a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  no  broad and o r g a n i z e d  resist- 
a n c e  movement w i t h i n  t h e  PLA. T h a t  is, there h a s  been  

or .  t o  s t a g e  a c o u p  i n  Peking .  One r e a s o n  may be t h a t  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  have been  too c o n s c i o u s  of Mao's mass 
f o l l o w i n g  and h i s t o r i c a l  role .  Another  may be t h a t  he 
h a s  n o t  t a k e n  o n  a l a rge  enough g r o u p  of PLA l e a d e r s  a t  
any  one t i m e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  r e s e n t m e n t  of Mao's t r e a t -  
ment of t h e  PLA, combined w i t h  f e a r  of f u r t h e r  p u r g e s ,  
makes t h e  PLA a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of u n c e r t a i n  r e l i a b i l i t y .  
I t  may i n  f a c t  become t h e  inst ; rument  of Mao's o v e r t h r o w .  

Mao's base of s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  
i n  P e k i n g  h a s  narrowed s h a r p l y .  ' T h e  ' f i r s t  team' he 
h a s  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  p r e s e n t i n g  c o n s i s t s  of h i m s e l f  and L i n  
Piao,  two actresses (Madame Mao and Madame L i n ? ,  three 
p r o p a g a n d i s t s ,  t h r e e  pol icemen,  and  o n l y  three or  f o u r  . 
m i l i t a r y  and government  l e a d e r s .  Mao's base of t r u e  sup-  
p o r t e r s  among m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  seems p a r t i c u l a r l y  na r row,  
a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  own p o l i c i e s  and t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of 
Madame Mao. 

n o  known e f f o r t  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  r e s i s t a n c e  o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  .. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  n a r r o w n e s s  of Mao's base among 
c e n t r a l  leaders ,  i t  seems v e r y  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
f igures  who d o m i n a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees through-  
o u t  China  are r e l i a b l e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s .  '' They 
have been  p u t  t h r o u g h  too much. They may be too  awed by 
or f r i g h t e n e d  of Mao t o  d i s o b e y  h i m ,  b u t  t h e y  have  n o t  
become M a o i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  

Mao seems t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i s  " r e v o l u t i o n "  h a s  
been  a s u c c e s s - - i n  p u r g i n g  those whom h e  h a s  wi shed  to  
p u r g e ,  i n  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  'from t h e  r e v i -  
s i o n i s t s ,  i n  c r e a t i n g  a new g o v e r n i n g  a p p a r a t u s ,  and  i n  
making f r e s h  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  d o c t r i n e  and  p r a c t i c e .  - 
But t h e s e  accompl ishments  a r e  i l l u s o r y .  An o u t s i d e  ob- 
s e r v e r  c a n n o t  e s c a p e  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  
h a s  been a d i s a s t e r  f o r  China  of a t  l e a s t  t h e  m a g p i t u d e  
of t h e  " leap  forwardf1 and  t h e  s p l i t  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  camp. 
I n  p r e v i o u s  d i s a s t e r s  Mao h a s  b e e n  ab le  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  
own p o s i t i o n ;  i n  t h i s  case, he may be u n a b l e  to .  
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Whatever  t h e  prospect fo r  Mao p e r s o n a l l y ,  t h e  
prospect fo r  Ch ina  is c o n t i n u e d  i n s t a b i l i t y .  So l o n g  a s  
Mao d o m i n a t e s  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  he  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  work 

* toward  f a n t a s t i c  goa l s  t h r o u g h  i r r a t i o n a l  and o f t e n  con- 
f l i c t i n g  po l ic ies ,  and he  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  purge  those 
who c a n n o t  work t h i s  way. The new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t -  
tees ref lect  Mao h i m s e l f :  t h e y  a r e  i n h e r e n t l y  u n s t a b l e ,  
and c o n f l i c t  among t h e i r  e l e m e n t s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e .  More- 
o v e r ,  i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  new p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  t h e r e  may be 
a d e s t r u c t i v e  c o n f l i c t  w i t h i n  t h e  camp of t h e  m i l i t a n t s :  
t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, i n c l u d i n g  Madame Mao, 
w i l l  p r o b a b l y  seek t o  p u t  t h e i r  own fol lowers  i n  key 
p a r t y  p o s t s ,  w h i l e  L i n  P ia0  may want  t o  i n s t a l l  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  i n  these p a r t y  p o s t s  c o n c u r r e n t l y .  

Mao's i n t e n t i o n  t o  c o n d u c t  f u r t h e r  p u r g e s  p o s e s  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  dange r  t o  h i s  own p o s i t i o n .  H e  may f i n a l l y  
provoke  s u c h  r e s e n t m e n t  and  a n x i e t y - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h r o u g h  
Madame Mao's o p e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  PLA--that a n  e f f e c t i v e  
c o a l i t i o n  w i l l  form a g a i n s t  h i m .  A p a r t  from t h e  possi-  
b i l i t y  of h i s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  by a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  a g r i e v -  
a n c e ,  PLA l e a d e r s  migh t  be p r e c i p i t a t e d  i n t o  a t t e m p t i n g  
a c o u p  a g a i n s t  him (and a g a i n s t  L i n  P i ao  too) ,  e i ther  i n  
P e k i n g  o r  o n  o n e  of h i s  tours .  Mao's t r u e  s u p p o r t e r s  
among PLA l e a d e r s  may be so  few t h a t - - l i k e  Khrushchev-- 
he would n o t  r e c e i v e  warn ing  of s u c h  a coup .  

If Mao d i e s  or becomes d i s a b l e d ,  and L i n  s u c c e e d s ,  
L i n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  have t o  change  Mao's po l ic ies  or face 
a s t r u g g l e ,  p e r h a p s  p r o l o n g e d .  A s t r u g g l e  would p r o b a b l y  
be waged p r i n c i p a l l y  be tween e l e m e n t s  of t h e  PLA and t h e  
po l i ce  and mass o rgan iza t ions - - some  e l e m e n t s  r e s p o n s i v e  
t o  L i n  and  other Maoist m i l i t a n t s ,  o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  r e s p o n -  
s i v e  t o  Chou E n - l a i  and c e r t a i n  m i l i t a r y  leaders .  L in  
would p r o b a b l y  choose i n s t e a d  t o  make t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c h a n g e s ,  
and h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  weaken Mao's d o c t r i n e s  
s t i l l  f u r t h e r .  
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THE BACKGROUND 

The Madame i n  t h e  F i r s t  S t a g e  of t h e  Purge 

Madame Mao became a n  i m p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e  
o n l y  i n  l a t e  1965, when Mao used  h e r  to  p l a n t  a n  a r t i c l e  
i n  t h e  Shangha i  p r e s s  a t t a c k i n g  a p l a y w r i g h t  who was t o  
s e r v e  as  a symbol of a l l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Mao's t h o u g h t  and 
w i l l .  The Madame, a o n e t i m e  b i t  p l a y e r  i n  S h a n g h a i  mov ies ,  
had b e e n  o c c u p i e d  f o r  more t h a n  15 y e a r s  w i t h  a n  e f f o r t  
t o  r e d u c e  al ' l  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  a r t s  t o  p ropaganda .  U n t i l  
1965  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  seem t o  have r e g a r d e d  h e r  a s  a s i m p l e -  
minded n u i s a n c e  n o t  t o  be t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y . .  

The p l a n t e d  a r t i c l e  of November 1965  was followed 
q u i c k l y ,  however,  b y  t h e  s e i z u r e  of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  L i b e r a -  
t i o n  Army (PLA) c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  t h o u g h t  t o  
be a d a n g e r o u s  r i v a l  t o  L i n  Piao. T h i s  was t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  and t h e  Madame was t o  rise 
on t h e  wreckage  of p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s - - i n c l u d i n g  
a l l  o f  those who o n c e  had s c o r n e d  h e r - - u n t i l  t h e  Red Guard 
p r e s s  c o u l d  d e s c r i b e  h e r  a s  t h e  "most o u t s t a n d i n g  command- 
e r  of t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . ' '  

I n  F e b r u a r y  1966 ,  h a v i n g  decided t h a t  a p u r g e  of 
t h e  PLA a s  w e l l  a s  of t h e  p a r t y  was n e c e s s a r y ,  Mao a s s i g n -  
ed t h e  Madame t o  c o n d u c t  a symposium on  " c u l t u r a l "  work 
i n  t h e  PLA. The Madame's r e p o r t  conc luded- -p robab ly  t h e  
c o n c l u s i o n  was f o r e g o n e - - t h a t  there was i n d e e d  " c l a s s  
s t ruggle"  i n  t h e  PLA and t h a t  " r e v o l u t i o n "  was e s s e n t i a l  
t o  p u r i f y  its r a n k s .  H e r  report  was approved  i n  March 
by L i n  P i a 0  and  b y  Chen Po- t a ,  a l o n g  t i m e  writer and 
spokesman f o r  Mao who was t o  head t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
Group which  was formed l a t e r  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  p u r g e  o f  t h e  
p a r t y .  S i n c e  t h a t  time, Madame Mao h a s  had t h e  s t a r r i n g  
ro l e  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  p u r g e  o f  t h e  PLA. 

I n  mid-May 1966, a c e n t r a l  committee c i r c u l a r  con- 
f i r m e d  t h a t  a l a r g e - s c a l e  p u r g e  of t h e  p a r t y  l a y  a h e a d ,  
and s t a t e d  e x p r e s s l y  t h a t  Mao's o p p o n e n t s  were i n  p l a c e  
I n  t h e  PLA a s  well. Mao's team formed a t  t h a t  time t h e  --- 
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C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group t o  t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and to  p u r g e  t h a t  a p p a r a t u s .  Madame Mao, 
who had n e v e r  had a p a r t y  p o s t ,  was named first d e p u t y  
cha i rman  of t h e  CRG u n d e r  Chen Po-ta.* Mao d i d  n o t  y e t  
see a s  n e c e s s a r y  an  a n a l o g o u s  g r o u p  f o r  t h e  p u r g e  o f  t h e  
PLA . 

In J u n e  and J u l y  of 1966, w h i l e  Madame Mao was 
warming t o  h e r  new ro l e ,  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  was 
b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  b y  "work-teams"--small  t eams named by t h e  
u p p e r  l e v e l s  of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and a s s i g n e d  t o  i n v e s -  
t i g a t e  and  pu rge  l o w e r - l e v e l  bodies. The PLA c o n t r i b u t e d  
o f f i c e r s  and  men t o  t h e s e  t e a m s ,  and its own a c a d e m i e s  
and  s c h o o l s  were objects of t h e  a c t i v i t y  of these t eams .  
The work o f  these teams was directed n o t  by t h e  newly- 
e l e v a t e d  m i l i t a n t s  s u c h  as Chen Po-ta  and t h e  Madam,e b u t  
r a t h e r  by t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  u n d e r  L i u  Shao- 
c h i  and Teng Hsiao-p ing .  L i u  and Teng u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  a t -  
t empted  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  p a r t y  w i t h o u t  
d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  was w h a t  
Mao wanted  t o  d o ,  s o  t h e  " f a i l u r e "  of t h e  work-teams ( a s  
d e f i n e d  by  Mao i n  l a t e  J u l y )  was t h e  p r o x i m a t e  c a u s e  of  

, t h e  d o w n f a l l  of Liu  and Teng i n  e a r l y  Augus t .  S e v e r a l  
months l a t e r ,  L i u  Ch ih -ch ien ,  a d e p u t y  director of t h e  
PLA's G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t ,  was made t h e  s c a p e g o a t  
f o r  t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  and d e r i v a t i v e  f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  
of t h e  ' k e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  PLA i n  J u n e  and J u l y .  

*The Madame was t h e  l i n k  be tween s e v e r a l  leaders  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. 
t h e  p a r t y  ( i n  1 9 3 1 ) ,  and t h e  Madame had worked c l o s e l y  
w i t h  him f o r  many y e a r s .  She  had worked c l o s e l y  a l s o  
w i t h  three i m p o r t a n t  younger  members of t h e  new CRG--Chang 
Chun-chiao ( second d e p u t y  c h a i r m a n )  and Yao Wen-yuan of 
S h a n g h a i ,  two t t c u l t u r a l "  career is ts  who had c o o p e r a t e d  
i n  w r i t i n g  and p l a n t i n g  t h e  November a r t i c l e  which  s e t  
o f f .  t h e  r t r e v o l u t i o n , r t  and C h i  Pen-yu, a j o u r n a l i s t  whose 
a r t i c l e  of A p r i l  1967 was t o  commence t h e  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  
a r c  h-enemy , L i u  Shao-chi .  

Kang S h e n g ' h a d  b r o u g h t  Madame Mao i n t o  
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I n  August 1966 L i n  Piao--de f ac to  c h i e f  of t h e  
p a r t y ' s  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commit tee ,  M i n i s t e r  of D e f e n s e ,  
and Mao's newly -des igna ted  s u c c e s s o r - - p r o v i d e d  a g e n e r a l  
d i r e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA, a ro le  he was t o  
c o n t i n u e  t o  p l a y .  He  t o l d  PLA l e a d e r s  t h a t  a l l  of them 
would be j u d g e d  on  t h e  b a s i s  of w h e t h e r  t h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  
t h e i r  s u p p o r t  of Mao, g a v e  p r i o r i t y  t o  p o l i t i c s  ( o v e r  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  t h o u g h t ) ,  and d i s p l a y e d  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  z e a l .  Yang Cheng-wu, who had s u c c e e d e d  Lo J u i - c h i n g  
a s  ch ie f -o f - s t a f f  ( a c t i n g )  and a s  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of 
t h e  MAC, was r e p o r t e d l y  g i v e n  i n  h i s  MAC r o l e  t h e  r e s p o n -  
s i b i l i t y  f o r  s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  work of t h e  P o l i t i c a l  De- 
p a r t m e n t  ( H s i a o  H u a )  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  a p u r g e  of t h e  PLA 
o n  t h e  l i n e s  o f  L i n ' s  s t a t e d  p r i n c i p l e s .  

Guards  were t u r n e d  loose a g a i n s t  t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e  
PLA was t o l d  t o  s t a y  o u t  of i t ;  i n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  PLA 
was n o t  y e t  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  ( a l t h o u g h  
s t a n d i n g  by  a s  a t h r e a t ) .  It  was a l r e a d y  a n  object  of 
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n , "  and Mao's team--now c l e a r l y  i n c l u d i n g  
t h e  Madame--was p r e p a r i n g  for  a s t a g e  of much g r e a t e r  
m i l i t a n c y .  

I n  l a t e  Augus t  1966, when t h e  newly -o rgan ized  Red 

% 

The Madame and t h e  P u r g i n g  I n s t r u m e n t s  

I n  October 1966, a MAC d i r e c t i v e  moved t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  P L A - - s t i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  m i l i -  
t a r y  academies and  s c h o o l s - - i n t o  a h i g h e r  gear .  Mao and 
L in  set  up  a t  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  a C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group 
f o r  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  PLA, a n a l o g o u s  
t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee's C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group set 
u p  f i v e  months e a r l i e r  f o r  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  
a s  a whole .  The f i r s t  nomina l  ch ie f  of t h e  PLA/CRG was 
p r o b a b l y  L i u  Ch ih -ch ien  of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar t -  
men t ,  n b t  y e t  d i s g r a c e d ,  b u t  t h e ' d e  f a c t o  c h i e f  from t h e  
s t a r t  was Madame Mao, its r e p o r t e p ' a d v i s o r  . The Madame 
t h u s  became t h e  o n l y  p a r t y  l eade r  t o  be a l eade r  of both 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  PLA/CRG. 



A t  t h e  same t i m e  (October 1966), t h e  MAC r e p o r t e d l y  
i s s u e d  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r i n g  a l l  p e r s o n n e l  of t h e  
PLA who e n c o u n t e r e d  s t a t e m e n t s  or a c t i o n s  c o n t r a r y  t o  
Mao's t h o u g h t  or t h e  MAC'S p o l i c y  t o  r e p o r t  these t o  
h i g h e r  l e v e l s ;  no matter how h i g h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  of- 
f e n d e r ,  It  was s o o n  c l ea r  t h a t  L i u  Chih-chien  was n o t  
m i l i t a n t  enough f o r  t h e  Madame. The Madame was making 
remarks s u b v e r s i v e  of L i u ' s  work a s  e a r l y  a s  November 
( s h e  was t o  be t h e  first p a r t y  leader  t o  make a p u b l i c  
a t t a c k  on L i u ,  i n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y  1 9 6 7 ) ,  and s h e  a p p a r e n t l y  
began  t o  go a f t e r  t h e  h i g h - r a n k i n g  and p r e s t i g i o u s  Ho 
Lung too a t  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e .  

I n  t h e  same period--between October and  e a r l y  
January--Ma0 and L i n  were d e f i n i n g  a s e c o n d  lltest" t h a t  
l a y  ahead  of p a r t y  leaders o u t s i d e  P e k i n g .  I n  t h e  p a r t y ' s  
work-conference  i n  October, and i n  e d i t o r i a l s  a n d  s p e e c h e s  
(one  by  Madame Mao) l a t e r ,  these p a r t y  l e a d e r s  were t o l d  
t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  keep  from g e t t i n g  purged o n l y  by denounc- 
i n g  L i u  and  Teng and t h e i r  works i n  extreme terms, making 
a p u b l i c  self-cri t icism f o r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  "Liu/Teng l i n e , "  
d e n o u n c i n g  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  who  followed t h a t  l i n e ,  and  
m e e t i n g  t h e  demands of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  of r i g h t  c o n d u c t  was t o  p r o v e  i m p o r t a n t  
f o r  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  p r o c e s s  by which  a few former 
r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  p a r t y  leaders were r e h a b i l i t a t e d  
d u r i n g  1967 and e a r l y  1968 and found q u a l i f i e d  t o  j o i n  
t he  l ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commi t tees . 'I 

The Madame L e a d i n g  At tacks  

I n  mid-December Madame Mao, i n  h e r  r o l e  a s  first 
d e p u t y  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, exhorted t h e  Red 
G u a r d s  t o  rise up and " t a k e  o v e r "  some government  o r g a n s . *  

*The Madame l a u n c h e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  what was t o  be a 
p r o l o n g e d  a t t a c k  on t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  regard- 
e d  a s  s t i l l  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  d i s g r a c e d  Peng * 

Chen and Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  and o n  t h e  r e l a t ed  a p p a r a t u s e s  
of t h e  j u d i c i a r y  and t h e  p r o c u r a t o r a t e .  Mao h i m s e l f ,  
some t i m e  i n  1967 ,  was t o  c a l l  fo r  t h e  e n t i r e  t h r e e - p a r t  
a p p a r a t u s  t o  be "smashed,11 i . e .  r e o r g a n i z e d  c o m p l e t e l y .  
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A t  t h e  same time, i n  h e r  role  a s  " a d v i s o r "  t o  t h e  PLA/CRG, 
s h e  made t h e  first p u b l i c  d e n u n c i a t i o n  of H o  Lung, who  
r a n k e d  s e c o n d  o n l y  t o  L i n  P i a o  among o f f i ce r s  of t h e  MAC. 
( S u c h d e n u n c i a t i o n b  of l e a d i n g  f i g u r e s  by  Madame Mao 
were t o  be r e p e a t e d  i n  almost e v e r y  s t a g e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p u r g e  of t h e  PLA.) B r o u g h t  down w i t h  H o  i n  t h e  nex t  few 
weeks were s e v e r a l  h i g h - r a n k i n g  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
m i  1 i t a r y  l e a d e r s  hip-- i nc l u d  i n g  t h e  commander of t h e  armored 
forces and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  off icer  of t h e  navy--and of t h e  
r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  commands, i n c l u d i n g  P e k i n g ' s .  A l l  seem 
t o  have  b e e n  g u i l t y - - j u s t  p o s s i b l y ,  i n  c o l l u s i o n - - o f  re- 
s i s t i n g  t h e  m i l i t a n t  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e  
PLA. Some were c h a r g e d  w i t h  c o n s p i r i n g  a g a i n s t  m i l i t a r y  
l eade r s  t h e n  i n  favor- -e .g .  Yang Cheng-wu and Yu Li-chin-- 
who were t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be purged  l a t e r ;  b u t  t h i s  l a t e r  
r e v e r s a l  of f o r t u n e  was n o t  t o  e n t a i l  a n y  r e v e r s a l  of 
v e r d i c t s  on t h o s e  purged  ea r l i e r .  

I n  e a r l y  J a n u a r y  1967 t h e r e  was a p p a r e n t l y  i n t e n s e  
q u e s t i o n i n g  of t h e  s t a t u s  of o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  by 
Red Guards s e e k i n g  ta rge ts .  Madame Mao, a c t i n g  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  Chen Po-ta and Chou E n - l a i ,  t o l d  t h e  Guards  t h a t  
o t h e r  off icers  of t h e  MAC--including Y e h  Chien-y ing ,  N i e h  
Jung-chen, and Hsu Hsiang-chien--were n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  be 
t a r g e t s .  But  t h e  Madame a g a i n  t o o k  t h e  l e a d  i n  denounc- 
i n g  a m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  o u t  of f a v o r - - t h e  l u c k l e s s  L i u  Chih- 
c h i e n ,  who was made t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s c a p e g o a t  f o r  a l l  of 
t h e  "mis takes"  of t h e  PLA's P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  i n  1966. 
The Madame a l so  s a i d  t h a t . L i u f s  PLA/CRG was t o  be re- 
o r g a n i z e d  and p u t  u n d e r  Hsu Hsiang-chien ,  o n e  of t h e  MAC 
off icers  s h e  had d e f e n d e d ,  w i t h  Hsiao Hua and  Yang Cheng- 
wu a s  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  d e p u t i e s ,  and w i t h  L i n  P i a o ' s  w i f e  
(Yeh Chun) a s  a new member. The r e o r g a n i z e d  PLA/CRG 
was to work u n d e r  t h e  " d i r e c t  l e a d e r s h i p ' '  of t h e  MAC and 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. ( T h i s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  was announced a s  
a d e c i s i o n  of t h e  MAC a l o n e , w i t h  n o  m e n t i o n  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG, i m p l y i n g  some r i v a l r y  from t h e  s t a r t . )  The Madame 
a t  t h e  same time a d o p t e d  o f f i c i a l l y  t h e  t i t l e  of " a d v i s o r "  
t o  t h e  PLA/CRG. 

C o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  PLA/ 
CRG, t h e  PLA p r e s s  c a l l e d  f o r  a m i l i t a n t  p u r s u i t  of t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n f 1  i n  l e a d i n g  o r g a n s  of t h e  PLA b u t  
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f o r  low-key l t e d u c a t i o n l l  i n  l i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  ( T h i s  was 
t o  be unde r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of p a r t y  commit tees- -not  l i t t l e  
PLA/CR g r o u p s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  m i n i a t u r e  CRG bodies--re- 
s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  PLA/CRG.) T h i s  r ema ined  Mao's p o l i c y :  
t o  a c c e p t  much d i s r u p t i o n  a t  t h e  u p p e r  l e v e l s  of t h e  PLA 
from time t o  time, b u t  n o t  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  w h i c h  
migh t  be c a l l e d  i n t o  a c t i o n .  

C u r i o u s l y ,  w i t h i n  a f e w  d a y s  of  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  
o f  t h e  new PLA/CRG, s e v e r a l  o f  its members ( n o t  HSU, 
Hsiao or Yang) were b e i n g  a t tacked i n  Red Guard p o s t e r s  
and ( r e p o r t e d l y )  by members of, t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, among 
other t h i n g s  f o r  n o t  b e i n g  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  Madame Mao. 
P e r h a p s  t h e  sea l  target  was H s i a o  Hua. W i t h i n  a week 
of t h e  naming o f  Hsiao t o  t h e  p o s t  of d e p u t y  ch ief  of 
t h e  r e o r g a n i z e d  PLA/CRG, Madame Mao and Chen Po- t a  made 
c l e a r  t h a t  H s i a o  was n o t  i n  h i g h  f a v o r .  The Madame now 
c h a r g e d  H s i a o  w i t h  some p a r t  of t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  
t h e  r i g h t i s t  errors of t h e  r e c e n t l y - p u r g e d  L i u  Chih-chien  
(Hsiao had i n  f a c t  been  L i u ' s  s u p e r v i s o r ) ,  and a c c u s e d  
him o f  making d e c i s i o n s  w i t h o u t  c l e a r i n g  them w i t h  L i n  
P i a o  and of b e i n g  u n r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. H s i a o  
was ca l led  on t o  make a s i n c e r e  se l f -cr i t ic ism.  Yang 
Yung, t h e  commander of t h e  s e n s i t i v e  P e k i n g  m i l i t a r y  
r e g i o n ,  was immedia t e ly  purged  for making p u b l i c  a n  ac-  
c o u n t  of t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  b u t  H s i a o  Hua h i m s e l f  was g i v e n  
a n o t h e r  c h a n c e .  

The PLA Unleashed  and Leashed  Again 

. .  

. .  
* . .  
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A t  t h i s  t i m e  ( J a n u a r y  1 9 6 7 ) ,  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  e n t e r e d  t h e  s t a g e  of v i o l e n t  o v e r t h r o w  o f  a l l  those  
i n  p o s i t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  p a r t y  and government  who 
were t h o u g h t  t o  be r e s i s t i n g  Mao's new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  order. 
The c a l l  t o  "seize power" s o o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  great  d i s o r d e r ,  
and i t  was a p p a r e n t - t h a t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  by t h e  PLA was need- 
e d .  On 23 J a n u a r y ,  t h e  MAC, t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  S t a t e  
C o u n c i l  j o i n t l y  ordered t h e  PLA i n t o  a c t i o n .  The d i r e c t i v e  
was p u t  i n  terms o f  g i v i n g  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  '!genuine" l e f t -  
ists among those  c o n t e n d i n g  t o  seize power,  b u t  t h e  d i r e c -  
t i v e  c o u l d  be and was used  t o  restore o rde r  w i t h o u t  making , 
f i n e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  . 
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Soon a f te r  t h e  PLA was ordered i n t o  a c t i o n ,  new 
MAC d i r e c t i v e s  m o d i f i e d  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o -  
l u t i o n t l  i n  t h e  PLA. Most i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e s e  f o r b a d e  t h e  
u s e  of force,  u n a u t h o r i z e d  arrests, and seizures  of power, 
a n d  d i d  n o t  r e p e a t  t h e  e a r l i e r  c a l l  fo r  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  bad  " h a n d f u l . "  These  d i r e c t i v e s  amounted t o  r e a s s u r -  
a n c e s - - a t  a time when Mao's team i n  P e k i n g  u r g e n t l y  re- 
q u i r e d  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  PLA t h r o u g h o u t  Ch ina - - tha t  
t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA would  n o t  have  t h e  s c o p e  or i n t e n s i t y  
of t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  p a r t y .  

By t h e  end  of F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  r i g h t i s t  t r e n d  i n  t h e  
c o n d u c t  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  was so  pronounced  t h a t - - a s  
first d e f i n e d  by Chou E n - l a i  i n  March 1 9 6 7 - - i t  had be- 
come a n  " a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t ' ?  o r  " r e a c t i o n a r y  c a u n t e r - c u r r e n t  . lt 
I n  P e k i n g ,  t h e  pa r ty -mach ine  l e a d e r  Tan Chen- l in  a l l e g e d l y  
t r i e d  t o  r e o p e n  t h e  c a s e s  of  h i s  purged  p r i n c i p a l s ,  L i u  
Shao-ch i  and Teng Hs iao -p ing ,  and of other  purged  l e a d e r s ,  
and t o  d i s c r e d i t  and d e s t r o y  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. I n  t h e  pro-  
v i n c e s ,  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  engaged  i n  r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  were 
n e c e s s a r i l y  a c t i n g  a g g r e s s i v e l y  a g a i n s ; t  some of t h e  most 
m i l i t a n t  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels. It What was happen ing ,  ap-  
p a r e n t l y ,  was t h a t ,  a f t e r  a V e v o l u t i o n a r y "  g r o u p  had 
"seized power" (meaning t h e  s e a l s  of power,  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of i n o p e r a t i v e  p a r t y  and government  o r g a n i z a t i o n s )  and 
had been r e c o g n i z e d  by t h e  local  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
a c o m p e t i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  g r o u p  would t h e n  a t t e m p t  a 
c o u n t e r - s e i z u r e  and would be s u p p r e s s e d  by t h e  PLA a s  
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  Some PLA l e a d e r s  were l a t e r  pun- 
i s h e d  f o r  t h e i r  e f fo r t  t o  p r e v e n t  a n a r c h y ,  and still  
l a t e r ,  o t h e r  PLA l e a d e r s  were b r o u g h t  down i n  p a r t  f o r  
t r y i n g  t o  r e o p e n  t h e  cases of t h e s e  l e a d e r s ,  most of whom, 
p re sumab ly ,  were a c t i n g  on  what  t h e y  t o o k  t o  be t h e  i n -  
t e n t  of t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  of t h e  t i m e . *  

*Madame Mao's u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of Mao, and h e r  t a l e n t  f o r  
misch ie f -mak ing ,  are  i l l u s t r a t e d  by a n  i n c i d e n t  of  t h i s  
p e r i o d  i n  which  t h e  PLA was t r y i n g  h a r d  t o  restore o r d e r .  

Red Guards  i n  Can ton  $ to le  a 
'bus  and d r o v e  i t  t o  Pek ing!  Chou E n - l a i  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  
a n g e r ,  b u t  t h e  Madame s a i d  t h e  a c t i o n  showed t h e  r i g h t  
s p i r i t ;  w i t h i n  h o u r s ,  b u s e s  were b e i n g  s t o l e n  a l l  o v e r  
Can ton .  
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D u r i n g  March, Mao d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  s w i n g  had been 
too f a r  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  a n  imposed o r d e r ,  and t h e  
l ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l s "  were u n l e a s h e d  a g a i n ,  t o  a t t a c k  
first t h e  " r e s t o r a t i o n "  o f  d i s c r e d i t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  p o s t s  
i n  government  o r g a n s .  Chou E n - l a i ,  head of  t h e  govern-  
ment a p p a r a t u s ,  de fended  some o f  t h e  government  l e a d e r s  
a t t a c k e d  f o r  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  b u t  h i m s e l f  warned a g a i n s t  i n -  
d i s c r i m i n a t e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  a n  i s s u e  which  was t o  a r i s e  
a g a i n  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968.  

L a t e r  i n  March, f o l l o w i n g  a n  i n s p e c t ; o n  t o u r  by 
L i n  P i a o ,  t h e  PLA was p u t  back  on  t h e  l e a s h .  On 30 March, 
L i n  t o l d  t h e  PLA t h a t  PLA u n i t s  would be r e s t r i c t e d  i n  
t h e i r  u s e  o f  c o e r c i o n  and t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  
o n  t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e  b u t  were t o  w a i t  f o r  o r d e r s  f rom 
above. T h i s  order - -which  was h i g h l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  h o l d i n g  
t h e  PLA t o  a s t r ic t ,  l e g a l i s t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of its 
m i s s i o n  i n  t h e  months  t o  come--was embodied i n  a 1 0 - p o i n t  
d i r e c t i v e  of 6 A p r i l .  Whereas t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  
had g i v e n  t h e  PLA t h e  uppe r  hand o v e r  d i s o r d e r l y  e l e m e n t s  
t h e  6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  seemed t o  p u t  t h e  PLA a t  t h e  mercy 
of  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s ,  u n l e s s  l o c a l  PLA l e a d e r s  chose t o  d e f y  
Pek ing .  

N e w  L e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  PLA/CRG and t h e  MAC 

On t h e  same d a y  ( 6  A p r i l ) ,  t h e r e  were i n t e n s i v e  
and  a p p a r e n t l y  i n s p i r e d  p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  o n  Hsu Hsiang-  
c h i e n  and Yeh Ch ien -y ing ,  two off icers  of t h e  MAC who had 
p r o b a b l y  had i m p o r t a n t  roles i n  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  c o n d u c t  of 
t h e  PLA d u r i n g  t h e  February-March p e r i o d  of  i ts r e p r e s -  
s i o n  of  m i l i t a n t  "rebels" and who now--with t h e  change  
of  l i ne - -were  e v i d e n t l y  t o  b e  made t h e  s c a p e g o a t s  f o r  t h a t  
p e r i o d .  Bo th  were c h a r g e d  w i t h  a number of r i g h t i s t  of- 
f e n s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Madame Mao. I n  mid-Apr i l  
p o s t e r s  r e p o r t e d  ( p e r h a p s  p r e m a t u r e l y )  t h a t  t h e  Madame, 
s u p p o s e d l y  o n l y  t h e  " a d v i s o r t 1  to  t h e  PLA/CRG, had " d i s -  
missed"  Hsu a s  t h e  cha i rman  of t h a t  body--in p a r t ,  f o r  

H s i a o  Hua (who had e v i d e n t l y  made a s a t i s f a c t o r y  s e l f -  

n o t  b e i n g  s u f f i c i e n t l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  h e r  p e r s o n a l l y - - a n d  . .  
t h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  had been g i v e n  t o  two of HSU'S d e p u t i e s ,  . -  

. .  
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c r i t icism) and Yang Cheng-wu, and t o  H s i e h  Fu-chih ;  L i n  
Piao' s wife  r e m a i n e d .  * 

A t  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Hsiao (director  of t h e  G e n e r a l  
P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment )  Yang ( a c t i n g  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f ) ,  H s i e h  
( M i n i s t e r  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y ) ,  and Su Yu ( o n e t i m e  c h i e f -  
o f - s t a f f ,  t h e n  a d e p u t y  m i n i s t e r  of d e f e n s e  and  most re- 
c e n t l y  c o o r d i n a t o r  of d e f e n s e  r e s e a r c h ) ,  were r e p o r t e d l y  
added  t o  t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee of t h e  MAC. Together w i t h  
L i n  Piao,  these o f f i ce r s  composed t h e  e n t i r e  g r o u p  of t o p  
m i l i t a r y  l eaders  who were s t i l l  c l e a r l y  i n  f a v o r .  And 
t h e y  s o o n  seemed t o  d i s p l a c e  from t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of MAC 
t h e  f i v e  m a r s h a l s - - N i e h  Jung-chen (who had become s e c o n d -  
r a n k i n g  a f t e r  t h e  p u r g e  of Ho Lung b u t  had b e e n  c r i t i c i zed ) ,  
Hsu Hsiang-chien  and Yeh Chien-y ing  ( a l s o  u n d e r  c r i t i c -  
i s m ) ,  t h e  i n a c t i v e  L i u  Po-cheng, a n d  t h e  m u c h - a s s a i l e d  
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  Chen Y i  ( t h e  o n l y  o n e  of t h e  f i v e  r e p o r t -  
ed t o  be a c t u a l l y  removed from t h e  MAC). 

The PLA Under Attack 

D u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1967, w h i l e  t h e  PLA's m i l i t a r y  
c o n t r o l  commiss ions  were i n  effect  o c c u p y i n g  China  u n t i l  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" c o u l d  be set  u p  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  
smashed p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and t h e  p a r a l y z e d  government  
s t r u c t u r e ,  r e g i o n a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  and  m u n i c i p a l  PLA lead-  
e rs  came under  i n c r e a s i n g  a t t a c k  by e l e m e n t s  of t h e  " revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  rebels ."  The i n i t i a t i v e  f o r  t h e s e  a t t a c k s  was 
a p p a r e n t l y  most of t e n  t a k e n  by  "rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s  wh ich  
had b e e n  r u l e d  a g a i n s t  by  t h e  PLA i n  t h e  e a r l y  months of 
1967 and  which  now s o u g h t  a r e v e r s a l  of v e r d i c t s ;  t h e s e  
a t t a c k s  were l a u n c h e d  a g a i n s t  b o t h  t h e  PLA and t h e  "rebel" 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  had f o u n d  f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  PLA. L o c a l  

*The r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  PLA/CRG s h o u l d  p r o p e r l y  
have been  h a n d l e d  by t h e  MAC--of which  t h e  Madame was 
n o t  e v e n  a member--as i t  was a MAC d i r e c t i v e  wh ich  had 
named Hsu: a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  of possible  r i v a l r y .  
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PLA l e a d e r s ,  f o r b i d d e n  s i n c e  l a t e  March t o  t a k e  h a r s h  
a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  "rebel" g r o u p s  w i t h o u t  s p e c i f i c  o r d e r s  
from P e k i n g ,  had perforce t o  p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  by s u p -  
p o r t i n g  t h o s e  f lrebellf  g r o u p s  w h i c h  were f r i e n d l y  t o  them. 
T h e r e  were p r o b a b l y  some cases  too i n  which  PLA l e a d e r s  
knew v e r y  w e l l  w h i c h  g r o u p s  were i n  f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  m i l i -  
t a n t s  (of Madame Mao's t y p e )  i n  Peking., b u t  found those  
g r o u p s  so o b n o x i o u s  t h a t  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  them un- 
t il  d i r e c t l y  ordered t o  do so by P e k i n g . *  Mao h imse l f  
wanted i t  both ways-- that  is, wanted  both t h e  PLA and t h e  
ftrebels'f t o  correct t h e i r  errors t h r o u g h  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  
p r o g r a m s ,  m e e t i n g  t h e n  o n  a midd le  ground.  

of t h e  PLA t o  t h e  f a u l t s  of t h e  "rebels," and a new d i r -  
e c t i v e  of 6 J u n e  ca l led  f o r  a n  e n d  t o  a number of "rebel" 
o f f e n s e s  (e.g. a s s a u l t s ,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  l o o t i n g ,  arrests)  
and  g a v e  t h e  PLA t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e n f o r c i n g  t h e  
o r d e r .  I t  d i d  n o t ,  however,  order t h e  "rebels" ' t o  t u r n  
i n  t h e  weapons t h e y  had seized, and i t  d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  
PLA t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  u s e  force a g a i n s t  "rebel" o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s .  T h e r e  was s i m p l y  no  way fo r  t h e  PLA t o  a c t  ef- 
f e c t i v e l y  a g a i n s t  "anarchy" if i t  was f o r b i d d e n  t o  u s e  
force.  

By mid-May t h e  emphas is  had s h i f t e d  from t h e  f a u l t s  

Disorder  c o n t i n u e d .  H s i e h  Fu-chih  r e v e a l e d  i n  mid- 
J u n e  t h a t  there was d i s a g r e e m e n t  among t h e  leaders i n  
Peking--probably between Madame Mao and t h e  others  of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG o n  o n e  hand and Chou E n - l a i  and  t h e  cen-  
t r a l  m i l i t a r y  l p a d e r s  on t h e  o t h e r - - a s  t o  how t o  p r o c e e d .  
H s i e h  h i m s e l f  was c h o s e n  t o  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  

*There were some known i n s t a n c e s  of t h i s  d u r i n g  t h e  
s p r i n g .  For example ,  Chou E n - l a i  i n  A p r i l  v i s i t e d  Canton  
and i n f o r m e d  Huang Yung-sheng, commander of t h e  Canton  
MR, of P e k i n g ' s  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  "rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  a r e a .  Al though Huang had b e e n  s u p p o r t i n g  some o f  
t h e  wrong o n e s ,  Chou p r a i s e d  him a s  a good comrade of 
L i n  P i a o ' s ,  w h o s e  s u b o r d i n a t e  he had i n  f a c t  l o n g  been .  
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s e n d  a sma l l  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  v a r i o u s  t r o u b l e d  a r e a s  of China  
t o  t r y  t o  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  armed s t r u g g l e s  be tween "rebel" 
groups and between those g r o u p s  and t h e  l oca l  m i l i t a r y  
forces.  H s i e h ' s  l i e u t e n a n t s  i n  t h i s  m i s s i o n  were Wang 
L i ,  a m i l i t a n t  j o u r n a l i s t  who had been  t a k e n  i n t o  t h e  
c e n t r a l , C R G ,  and Yu L i - c h i n ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of t h e  
CCAF. Both  Wang and Yu were t o  become c a s u a l t i e s  i n  l a t e r  
s tages  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n . "  

The Wuhan I n c i d e n t ,  P e k i n g ' s  Anger,  N e w  M i l i t a n c e  

H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  began  its work i n  s o u t h w e s t  
C h i n a ,  where i t  i n d u c e d  compet ing  "rebel" g r o u p s  t o  agree 
t o  s t o p  f i g h t i n g  among t h e m s e l v e s  and t o  form l l a l l i a n c e s , l f  
and t h e n  i n  mid-Ju ly  went  t o  Wuhan i n  c e n t r a l  C h i n a .  T h e r e  

' t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  informed t h e  m i l i t a r y  commander, Chen Tsa i -  
t a o ,  t h a t  h e  had b e e n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  wrong "rebel" g r o u p s ,  
a n d ,  moreover ,  a f t e r  Madame Mao had t o l d  him what  t o  do .  
The g r o u p s  r u l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e n  s t a g e d  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  i n  
which  t h e y  roughed u p  and  d e t a i n e d  members of H s i e h ' s  
d e l e g a t i o n ,  a p p a r e n t l y  unimpeded by t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  
command ( a l t h o u g h  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  CCAF l a t e r  came t o  t h e i r  
r e s c u e ) .  Chou E n - l a i ' s  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  was r e p o r t -  
e d l y  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e c u r e  t h e i r  release.  

T h i s  i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n  enraged and alarmed t h e  lead- 
ers i n  P e k i n g ,  n o t a b l y  Madame Mao. Chen T s a i - t a o  was 
q u i c k l y  summoned t o  P e k i n g  and  purged  for  i t ,  and on 22 
J u l y  t h e  Madame c a l l e d  upon t h e  "rebels t o  arm them- 
s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  e n e m i e s .  ThEre was a t  o n c e  a g r e a t  
i n c r e a s e  i n  seizures of weapons by t h e  ftrebels." 

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i n  l a t e  J u l y ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  com- 
manders  and p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  o f  most of t h e  other r e g i o n -  
a l  commands were c a l l e d  t o  P e k i n g .  W h i l e  t h e y  may have 
b e e n  g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  there t o  s t a t e  t h e  g e n u i n e  d i f -  
f i c u l t i e s  f a c i n g  them i n  t r y i n g  t o  comply w i t h  P e k i n g ' s  
w i l l ,  t h e y  were a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  warned i n  s t r o n g  terms 
a b o u t  d i s o b e d i e n c e  or e v a s i o n .  The p o i n t  was u n d e r l i n e d  
a t  J u l y ' s  end  by  -- Red F l a g  ( c o n t r o l l e d  by o f f i ce r s  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG), which ca l led  f o r  t h e  " o v e r t h r o w '  of t h e  "bad 
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h a n d f u l "  i n  t h e  PLA. T h i s  w i thd rew t h e  r e a s s u r a n c e s  g i v e n  
i n  F e b r u a r y  t h a t  t h e r e  would be no f r e s h  wave of p u r g e s  
of t h e  PLA.* Moreover ,  a t  a b o u t  t h e  same time o r d e r s  wen t  
o u t  t o  l o c a l  PLA commanders t o  g i v e  arms t o  c e r t a i n  "rebel" 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h u s  compounding t h e  problems o f  t h e  com- 
manders .  F u r t h e r ,  i n  a n  e a r l y  August  s p e e c h  L i n  P i a o ,  
who had r e p e a t e d l y  shown t h a t  h i s  a l l e g i a n c e  was p r i m a r i l y  
t o  Mao r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  t h e  PLA, a g a i n  c r i t i c ized  t h e  m i s -  
t a k e s  of t h e  PLA, and a g a i n  (as  i n  l a t e  March) t o l d  BLA 
leaders t h a t  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h e y  were 
n o t  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  of any  k i n d  w i t h o u t  orders f rom P e k i n g ,  
no matter how l o n g  t h e y  had t o  w a i t .  L i n  a l so  t o l d  t h e  
PLA t o  s e e k , g u i d a n c e  i n  h a n d l i n g  t h e  "rebels" f rom t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG. Wal l  posters  and t h e  Red Guard p r e s s  s o o n  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  MAC had e s t a b l i s h e d  a ' S u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t '  
Group i n  t h e  PLA under  H s i e h  Fu-ch ih ,  s e c o n d - r a n k i n g  of 

, t h e  a c t i v e  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  MAC.** The m i s s i o n  of t h i s  
*new g roup- -p robab ly  guided by t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG--was a l m o s t  
c e r t a i n l y  t o  be t h a t  of g u i d i n g  t h e  e f f o r t s  of  PLA com- 
manders  o u t s i d e  P e k i n g  i n  h a n d l i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  S u b o r d i n a t e  ' s u p p o r t  t h e  l e f t '  o f f ices ,  
composed of PLA p e r s o n n e l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  u n d e r  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  of l o c a l  m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s ,  were s o o n  i d e n -  
t i f i e d  i n  many p a r t s  of  Ch ina .  

G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  and o n e  o f  t h e  d i rectors  of 
t h e  more i m p o r t a n t  PLA/CRG, was f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  down. H e  

By mid-August ,  H s i a o  Hua, t h e  d i rector  of t h e  PLA's 

*The term " h a n d f u l f 1  was n o t  r e a s s u r i n g .  Mao's team 
had u s e d  t h e  same euphemism a b o u t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  p a r t y  
before p u r g i n g  a b o u t  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  of t h e  l e a d i n g  f u n c -  
t i o n a r i e s  of t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  

* * P o s t e r s  and t h e  Red Guard p r e s s  agree t h a t  other rnem- 
bers of t h e  new Group were: Hsiao Hua, a s  t h e  d e p u t y  
c h i e f ;  L i  Tien-yu ,  a d e p u t y  C/S and c o n c u r r e n t l y  a d e p u t y  
d i r e c t o r  of Hsiao's P o l i t i c a l  Depa r tmen t ;  and Cheng Wei- 
s h a n ,  t h e n  d e p u t y  commander, l a t e r  commander, o f  t h e  Pek- 
i n g  MR. Hsiao Hua, t h e  new d e p u t y ,  was t o  be purged  w i t h -  
i n  a b o u t  two weeks. 

. .  
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had managed t o  s u r v i v e  t h e  f a l l  of s e v e r a l  of h i s  d e p u t i e s  
and criticism of h im by s e v e r a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
Madame Mao, b u t  t h i s  time h e  was t h r o u g h .  Again Madame 
Mao l e d  t h e  a t t a c k  o n  a d i s c r e d i t e d  f i g u r e ,  a l t h o u g h  L i n  
P i a 0  had p r e p a r e d  t h e  way. H s i a o  was h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  d e f i c i e n t  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of PLA l e a d e r s ,  
a s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  "mistakes"--and c r y s t a l l i z e d  i n  t h e  
Wuhan Inc ident - -which  had j u s t  been c r i t i c i zed  by  L i n .  
T h u s  Hsiao was made t h e  s c a p e g o a t  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of some 
PLA l e a d e r s  t o  r e s p o n d  a s  Mao w i s h e d  t o  t h e  c o n f u s i n g  and 
o f t e n  d i s a b l i n g  o rde r s  from Peking .  

A t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  P L A ' s  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  Group--of which  Hsiao Hua had been  o n e  of t h e  d i r e c t -  
ors-dwas r e p o r t e d l y  r e o r g a n i z e d  a g a i n ,  I t  came now under  
t h e  c o n t r o l  of Wu F a - h s i e n ,  commander of t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  
sound CCAF, and r e p l a c e d  some of its members of p o l i t i c a l  
o f f icer  backgrourds  (and c losely a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  t h e  newly- 
p u r g e d  Hsiao Hua) w i t h  m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s . *  So f a r  
a s  is known, bo th  Yang Cheng-wu and Yu L i - c h i n ,  who were 
l a t e r  t o  co l l i de  w i t h  b o t h  Madame Mao and Wu, remained  
members o f  t h e  PLA/CRG. 

Quick R e D u d i a t i o n  of t h e  Hard L i n e  

The h a r s h  and  t h r e a t e n i n g  l i n e  t a k e n  toward t h e  
PLA from l a t e  J u l y  s o o n  l e d  t o  a g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  d i s -  
o r d e r ,  as t h e  "rebels" were emboldened by  t h i s  . l i n e .  I n  
l a t e  August ,  t a k i n g  a c c o u n t  of t h i s  disorder and of PLA 

*The PLA/CRG c o n t i n u e d ,  however,  t o  g i v e  t h e  same ap- 
p e a r a n c e  a s  d i d  Mao's team a s  a whole- - tha t  is, of a n  un- 
s t a b l e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s .  W h i l e  t h e  
r e o r g a n i z e d  PLA/CRG g a v e  greater  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  m i l i -  
t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  t h e  extremist  Madame Mao was still  
its r e a l  l e a d e r ,  and Yeh Chun--Lin P i a o ' s  w i f e ,  and a 
p e r s o n  who seemed of t h e  same t y p e  a s  Madame Mao--seemed 
t o  be i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  i n  t h e  same roles  a s  ( though I 

sma l l e r  p a r t s  t h a n )  Madame Mao. 
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r e s e n t m e n t ,  P e k i n g  began  t o  s h i f t  t h e  l i n e .  A t  f i r s t ,  
t h e  new l i n e  d i d  n o t  w i t h d r a w  t h e  criticism o f  t h e  PLA, 
b u t  i t  s h a r p l y  i n c r e a s e d  cr i t ic ism of t h e  mis takes  of 
t h e  and i t  d i d  w i t h d r a w  ( r e p o r t e d l y  on  Mao's 
order) t h e  l a t e  J u l y  c a l l  f o r  a f u r t h e r  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA. 
I t  d i d  t h i s  by condemning t h o s e  who w i s h e d  t o  " d r a g  o u t "  
PLA l e a d e r s .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  Mao.'s team i n  P e k i n g ,  a l a rmed  
i n  l a t e  J u l y  b y  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of PLA l e a d e r s ,  was now con- 
c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  effects on t h e  PLA of t h e  l i n e  s i n c e  l a t e  
J u l y  and a b o u t  t h e  " r e b e l T v i o l e n c e  w h i c h  P e k i n g ' s  a c t i o n s  
had  b e e n  p r o v o k i n g  i n  t h a t  p e r i o d .  

'Mao's  team a p p a r e n t l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  desire a h i g h  
l e v e l  o f  'lrebelll a c t i v i t y ,  b u t  a d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  v i o l e n c e .  
The PLA was n o t  t o l d  t o  restore order a t  a l l  costs .  On 
t h e  c o n ' t r a r y ,  L i b e r a t i o n  -- Army D a i l y  in fo rmed  t h e  PLA on 
30 A u g u s t  t h a t  i t  was t o  c o n t i n u e  +o s u p p o r t  . t h e  L e f t ,  
t o  s u p p p r t  a l l  g e n u i n e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and 
t o  b r i n g  them together r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  s u p p r e s s  those w h i c h  
had made m i s t a k e s .  

I n  a s p e e c h  on 5 Sep tember ,  Madame Mao r e v e r s e d  
and r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  l i n e  of l a t e  J u l y . *  She  w i t h d r e w  h e r  

*Ma0 was on  t o u r  of t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  accompanied by Yang 
Cheng-wu ( a c t i n g  C/S) ,  Yu L i - c h i n  ( p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of 
t h e  CCAF and i n t e r i m  commander i n  Wuhan a f t e r  t h e  Wuhan 
I n c i d e n t ) ,  Chang Chun-chiao (second.  d e p u t y  chairman--be-  
h i n d  Madame Mao--of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, and t h e  t o p  man i n  
S h a n g h a i ) ,  and Wang Tung-hs ing  (once  and p e r h a p s  still 
chief of Mae's p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y  s t a f f ,  s i n c e  l a t e  1965 
o r  so director  of t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f ice  of t h e  CCP c e n t r a l  
committee, a p o s t  which  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  i n c l u d e s  s e c u r i t y  
f u n c t i o n s ,  and s i n c e  e a r l y  1967 r e p o r t e d l y  head of t h e  
CRG sub-group f o r  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  o r g a n s ) .  Yang and Yu, 
l i k e  some o t h e r s  who had been  close t p  Mao i n  earl ier 
s tages  o f  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n t 1  (e .g . ,  Tao  Chu, Ho 
Lung) ,  were t o  be purged  w i t h i n  a f e w  months .  Yang i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  was r i d i n g  h i g h  i n  t h i s  period of e a r l y  autumn 
1967. For  example ,  i n  a s p e e c h  of l a t e  September  he  com- 
mented on  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  PLA, c r i t i c ized  
some p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  fo r  d i s o b e y i n g  o r  d i s t o r t -  
i n g  o r d e r s ,  i d e n t i f i e d  some r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page  15) 
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c a l l  f o r  "rebel" g r o u p s  t o  arm t h e m s e l v e s ,  warned of t h e  
d a n g e r  from t h e  "extreme ' l e f t ' 11  a s  w e l l  a s  from t h e  
r i g h t ,  d e f e n d e d  t h e  PLA warmly and a t  l e n g t h ,  and c r i t i -  
cized t h e  "rebels" f o r  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  PLA. 
d a t e ,  t h e  MAC and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG g a v e  t h e  PLA a new 
d i r e c t i v e  w h i c h ,  i t  seemed,  c o u l d  be u s e d  t o  s u p p r e s s  
"rebel" g r o u p s  when n e c e s s a r y .  The d i r e c t i v e  a u t h o r i z e d  
t h e . P L A  t o  u s e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  t o  r e p e l  a t t empt s  t o  seize 
weapons and other ma te r i e l  from t h e  PLA. If l i b e r a l l y  
i n t e r p r e t e d ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  c o u l d  j u s t i f y  e f fo r t s  t o  re- 
c o v e r  weapons and t o  repel p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k s  o n  PLA per- 
s o n n e l  and i n s t a l l a t i o n s .  As i t  t u r n e d  o u t ,  however ,  t h e  
PLA i n  g e n e r a l  d i d  n o t  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  l i b e r a l l y .  

On t h e  same 

B e t t e r  O r d e r ,  t h e  P u r g e  of t h e  " U 1 t r a - L e f t i s t s 1 *  

B e g i n n i n g  almost i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  
o f  t h e  5 September  d i r e c t i v e  and Madame Mao's s p e e c h ,  
there was a d r a m a t i c  improvement i n  s e v e r a l  of t h e  a r e a s  
i n  which there had been s e r i o u s  f i g h t i n g  a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  
f irst  week of September .  On 18 S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  day  a f t e r  
L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  r e a f f i r m e d  t h a t  i t  w a s  t h e  P L A ' s  
t a s k  t o  a s s i r m u t i t n a r y  g r o u p s  t o  " u p i t e , "  Mao be- 
came p e r s o n a l l y  associated w i t h  t h i s  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  form 
of a " l a t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n . "  I n  t h i s  Mao dec la red  t h a t  
" t h e r e  is no f u n d a m e n t a l  c l a s h  of i n t e r e s t s  among t h e  
working  c l a s s "  ( i . e . ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
s h o u l d  form a l l i a n c e s ,  n o t  f i g h t ) .  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page  1 4 )  
( e . g .  Hsu Shih-yu i n  Nanking) i n  Mao 's f a v o r ,  s p o k e  of 
Mao's p l a n s  f o r  s h i f t i n g  r e g i o n a l  l e a d e r s  whom h e  t h o u g h t  
t o  have been too l o n g  i n  one p l a c e  and for  s h o r t e n i n g  
terms of s e r v i c e  and s i m p l i f y i n g  s t u d y  and e q u i p m e n t ,  
and c o n f i r m e d  Mao's mismated p l a n s  f o r  t a k i n g  g u n s  back  
from f 'rebelfl g r o u p s  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same time arming  o t h e r  
s u c h  g r o u p s .  
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L a t e r  i n  Sep tember ,  a s  f o r e c a s t  by Madame Mao i n  
h e r  5 September  s p e e c h ,  Mae's team went  f u r t h e r  t o  p l a c a t e  
t h e  PLA. T h r e e  s e c o n d - l e v e l  members of t h e  c e n t r a l  Cul- 
t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group (Wang L i ,  Kuan Feng,  and  Mu H s i n ) ,  
and a lesser f i g u r e  who was a n  ed i tor  of Red F l a g  ( w h i c h  
had c a l l e d  p u b l i c l y  for  a f u r t h e r  p u r g e  0 n h - A )  were 
removed from t h e i r  p o s t s ,  c h a r g e d  i n  p o s t e r s  w i t h  l l u l t r a -  
left" mis takes .  The b a s i c  p o l i c y  had of c o u r s e  been  for -  
m u l a t e d ,  imposed and r e a f f i r m e d  by t h e  s a c r o s a n c t  l e a d e r s ,  
Mao and L i n  Piao,  b u t  i t  is possible t h a t  t h e  three second-  
l e v e l  f i g u r e s  had exceeded t h e i r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  c a r r y i n g  
i t  o u t .  Inter a l i a ,  these f i g u r e s  were a c c u s e d  of hav ing  
bonds  w i t h  a "rebel" g r o u p  w h i c h  s o u g h t  t o  o v e r t h r o w  n o t  
o n l y  Chou E n - l a i  b u t  s u c h  m i l i t a n t s  a s  Mao, L i n  and Kang ' 

Sheng.  Whi l e  Chou E n - l a i  and  other r e l a t i v e l y  m o d e r a t e  
leaders may have  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  pu rge  of these p a r t i c u l a r  
m i l i t a n t s  and were presumably  pleased b y  i t ,  p a r t y  l e a d -  
ers c r e d i t e d  Madame Mao w i t h  d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e  errors of 
t h e  " u l t r a - l e f t i s t s "  and w i t h  t a k i n g  t h e  l e a d  i n  a t t a c k -  
i n g  them. 

The s i t u a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  China  c o n t i n u e d  t o  improve 
t h r o u g h  S e p t e m b e r ,  By N a t i o n a l  Day, 1 October, l a r g e -  
sca le  d i s o r d e r s  were no  l o n g e r  b e i n g  reported, a l t h o u g h  
v i o l e n ' t  i n c i d e n t s  had n o t  ended .  B o t h  t h e  PLA and t h e  I 

"rebels" had a p p a r e n t l y  been  g e n e r a l l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  
new l i n e  d e v e l o p e d  s i n c e  l a t e  Augus t .  

The New Team and Mao's Narrowing Base  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  however.  p r e s s  a c c o u n t s  of  Na t ion -  v 

a 1  Day showed how Mao's b a s e  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  was narrow- 
i n g  down t o  t h e  f a n a t i c s  and o p p o r t u n i s t s .  The " l e a d i n g .  
comrades"--Mao's i n n e r  circle--were now r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  
old- t imers  Mao, L i n  P i a o ,  Chou E n - l a i ,  Chen Po-ta, Kang 
Sheng,  L i  Fu-chun,  and Nieh Jung-chen ( n o t  a l l  of them 
f u l l y  r e l i a b l e ) ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and s e c u r i t y  f i g u r e s  who 
were newcomers as p a r t y  leaders, H s i e h  F u - c h i h ,  Yang Cheng- 
wu, Su Yu,  and Wang Tung-hs ing ,  and t h e  c o m p l e t e  newcom- 
ers of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG ( i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Chen) and  o f  t h e  
PLA/CRG--Madame Mao, Madame L i n ,  Chang Chun-chiao ,  Yao 

-16- 



. . .  . .  

Wen-yuan, and  C h i  Pen-yu. ( P a r t  of t h i s  a l r e a d y  nar row 
b a s e  was s o o n  t o  be c u t  away.) A few leaders who had been  
removed from p o s t s  and were t h o u g h t  t o  be i n  some degree 
of d i s f a v o r - - a t  l e a s t  a t  t h e  time o f  t h e i r  removal--appeared 
on t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  b u t  n o t  a s i n g l e  one  of those t h o u g h t  
t o  be i n  s t r o n g  d i s f a v o r  was r e h a b i l i t a t e d  and d i s p l a y e d . *  
I n  other  words ,  there had been  no  " r e v e r s a l  of v e r d i c t s . "  

L i n  P i a o ,  g i v i n g  t h e  main  s p e e c h  a t  t h g  N a t i o n a l  
Day r a l l y ,  d e f i n e d  t h e  "most i m p o r t a n t "  c u r r e n t  t a s k s  a s  
those  of ( a )  c r i t i c i z i n g  and r e p u d i a t i n g  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
a l r e a d y  b r o u g h t  down ( i . e . ,  f o c u s s i n g  on enemies  r a t h e r  
t h a n  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  one  a n o t h e r ) ,  (b) c o n c l u d i n g  and de- 
v e l o p i n g  " a l l i a n c e s "  among "rebel" g r o u p s  (i. e .  , k e e p i n g  
o r d e r ) ,  and ( c )  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  " three-way a l l i a n c e s "  (i. 
e.  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  PLA, r e h a b i l i t a t e d  p a r t y  cadres ,  
and young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  f o r m i n g  and  o p e r a t i n g  r e v o -  
l u t i o n a r y  committees t o  g o v e r n  C h i n a ) .  The l a t t e r  two 
tasks  were p r i n c i p a l l y  t h e  t a s k s  of t h e  PLA. On t h e  same 
o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  regime's t h r e e  most i m p o r t a n t  j ou rna l s - -Peo-  - 
pie's D a i l y ,  Red F l a g ,  and L i b e r a t i o n  -- Army D a i l y - - j o i n e d  
i n  p r o p h e s y i n g  t h a t  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  its t a s k s  i n  t h e  y e a r  
t o  come t h e  new team would e n c o u n t e r  c h a l l e n g e s  from both  
t h e  " r i g h t "  and t h e  "extreme l e f t '  . ' I  T h i s  was of c o u r s e  
a s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g  prophecy .  

-- -- 

*Among t h o s e  who had l o s t  p o s t s  and f a v o r  d u r i n g  t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n , "  b u t  who now a p p e a r e d  i n  q u a l i f i e d  f a v o r ,  
were t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  Hsu Hs iang-ch ien  and Yeh Chien-  
y i n g .  Some o b s e r v e r s  r e g a r d e d  t h e  r e a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  
p a r t y  and government leaders L i  Hsueh-feng and Yu Chiu-  
l i - - o u t  of  s i g h t  f o r  some months--as e v e n  bet ter  e v i d e n c e  
of t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s t r e n g t h  of a "moderate f a c t i o n "  which  
( t h e y  t h o u g h t )  was coming to d o m i n a t e  o r  a l r e a d y  dominated  
t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p .  However, both L i  and Yu had been  
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  e a r l y  1967 as t h e  v e r y  models  of e r r i n g  
o f f i c i a l s  who c o u l d  be r e h a b i l i t a t e d  by  r e p e n t a n c e ,  con- 
f e s s i o n ,  work and s t u d y ;  a few o t h e r s  who had r u n  t h i s  
c o u r s e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  were t o  be p roduced  i n  t h e  e a r l y  months 
of  1968. 
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The PLA had a l r e a d y  b e e n  h i t  h a r d  by t h e  " c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n , "  f a r  h a r d e r  t h a n  was g e n e r a l l y  real ized.  
o v e r ,  Mao a t  t h i s  t i m e  reaffirmed h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  c a r r y  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t h r o u g h  " to  t h e  end."  T h i s  meant t h a t ,  
w h i l e  t h e  PLA was t o  be g i v e n  a respi te  w h i l e  i t  restored 
and m a i n t a i n e d  order,  i t  was sure  t o  s u f f e r  a f u r t h e r  
p u r g e .  The i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n  was whether  Mao, i f  he 
chose to make i t  a n o t h e r  l a r g e - s c a l e  p u r g e ,  would be able 
t o  g e t  away w i t h  i t - - t h a t  is, w h e t h e r  he would  n o t  provoke  
r e s i s t a n c e  l e a d i n g  t o  h i s  own o v e r t h r o w .  

More- 

I 
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DEVELOPMENTS OF RECENT MONTHS 

F u r t h e r  Measures  t o  Reduce D i s o r d e r  

Another  " i n s t r u c t i o n "  i s s u i n g  from' Mao's September  
t o u r  was t h a t  t h e  process of s e t t i n g  u p  a new g o v e r n i n g  
s t r u c t u r e  be s p e e d e d  up .  H i s  s t a t e d  i n t e n t i o n  was t o  
e s t a b l i s h  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" t h r o u g h o u t  China  b y  
e a r l y  1968, w i t h  a b a l a n c e  among t h e  t h r e e  e l e m e n t s .  Local 
m i l i t a r y  l eade r s  (both m i l i t a r y  commanders and  p o l i t i c a l  
o f f icers )  and r e h a b i l i t a t e d  p a r t y  and government  c a d r e s  
were t o  d i v i d e  t h e  work, and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from t h e  
s p e c t r u m  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t o  "super -  
v i s e "  t h e m  ( i . e . ,  k e e p  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  p r e s s u r e  o n  
bo th ) .*  M i l i t a r y  f i g u r e s  w e r e  e v i d e n t l y  t o  be dominant  
i n  most of t h e s e  committees i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s .  

The f o r m a t i o n  o f  these " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" - from below--that is, t h r o u g h  a g r e e m e n t s  among loca l  m i l i -  
t a r y  leaders, p a r t y  cad res ,  and "rebels"--had a p p a r e n t l y  
n o t  worked v e r y  w e l l .  Thus  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  had t o  be made 
i n  P e k i n g ,  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
a l l  three components of t h e  " a l l i a n c e . "  T h i s  s h o r t c u t  
i t se l f  took a l o n g  t i m e ,  however,  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  
of t h e  committees t h e n  had t o  be approved  by a l l  three 
components .  

was i n c r e a s i n g l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  a l t h o u g h  some "rebel" g r o u p s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  be re f rac tory .  T h a t  Mao h i m s e l f  f a v o r e d  
some l i m i t s  o n  d i sorder  was made c lear  by t h e  v a r i o u s  
" i n s t r u c t i o n s "  and d i r e c t i v e s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  h im;  f o r  

Throughout  October,  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  restore order 

*It a p p e a r e d  and still  does a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  committees, r e p l a c i n g  b o t h  t h e  p a r t y  a n d  t h e  govern-  
m e n t a l  a p p a r a t u s ,  must  be r e s p o n s i v e  t o  a l l  three of t h e  
key c e n t r a l  o rgans- - the  CRG, t h e  MAC, and t h e  S t a t e  Coun- 
c i l ,  p e r h a p s  i n  t h a t  o r d e r  of i m p o r t a n c e .  
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example ,  he  a d v o c a t e d  " a l l i a n c e s q '  on t h e  p a r t  of mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i s p u t e s  for  p o s i t i o n ,  he  s a i d  
t h e  " c h i e f  danger"  was t h a t  "some p e o p l e  want  t o  beat  
down t h e  PLA," h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  there must  be "no chaos" 
i n  t h e  PLA, h e  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  r e c e n t  "couht rywide  d i s t u r b -  
ance" a s  t h e  " l a s t  of its k i n d . "  On t h e  other hand ,  some 
v e r s i o n s  of h i s  " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  "rebel" 
p r e s s  condoned v i o l e n c e  and d i s r u p t i o n  i n  c e r t a i n  unde- 
f i n e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  The most m i l i t a n t  of h i s  l i e u t e n -  
a n t s - - t h a t  is, L i n  P iao ,  Madame Mao, Chen Po-ta, and  
Kang Sheng--spoke more c l e a r l y  t h a n  he d i d  i n  f a v o r  of 
r e s t o r a t i o n  of o r d e r .  So, of c o u r s e ,  d i d  Chou E n - l a i ,  
who among o the r  t h i n g s  warned t h e  "rebels" n o t  t o  a l low 
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be pushed by t h e  condemnation of " u l t r a -  
left" errors i n t o  r i g h t i s t  errors: he e x p r e s s l y  warned 
a g a i n s t  e f fo r t s  t o  " r e v e r s e  v e r d i c t s "  on d i s g r a c e d  r i g h t -  
ists, a t h e m e  w h i c h  was t o  get g r e a t e r  emphasis i n  t h e  
s p r i n g  o f  1968.* H s i e h  Fu-chih  a l s o  s p o k e  for  t h e  res tora-  
t i o n  of order, and  also,l  

p o s i t i o n  or th e aominank g r o u p  of l eaders ,  among whom 
h e  d i d  n o t  p l a c e  h i m s e l f .  As s t a t e d  by H s i e h ,  t h e  b ig  
t h r e e  were Mao, L i n ,  and Chou E n - l a i ,  w i t h  Chou a s t e p  
below t h e  o t h e r  two a s  t h e i r  s t a f f  man, w h i l e  Chen, Kang 
and  t h e  Madame ( t h e  three l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG) 
composed a g r o u p  formed t o  a s s i s t  t h e  b i g  t h r e e ;  these 
s i x ,  H s i e h  s a i d ,  were t h e  h o l d e r s  of u l t i m a t e  power,  re- 
p l a c i n g  t h e  former s t a n d i n g  committee of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  
a s  t h e  body above  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  a n d  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. 
( A t  t h e  same time Chou E n - l a i  described t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, 
c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y ,  a s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of t h e  o l d  secre- 
t a r i a t  b u t  w i t h  g rea te r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . )  I n  other  

I g a v e  a good a c c o u n t  or t h  e com- 

*It was t r u e ,  however,  t h a t  there  was a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
t o n e  be tween s u c h  spokesmen as  Kang Sheng and Chou E n - l a i .  
Kang, l i k e  Mao, s u g g e s t s  a p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  r a d i c a l  a n d  
m i l i t a n t  p o l i c i e s ;  Chou e x e c u t e s  s u c h  p o l i c i e s ,  and w e l l  
enough t o  protect  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  s u g g e s t s  a d i f f e r e n t  p r e -  
d i s p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  a n  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  modi fy  s u c h  p o l i c i e s  
when he  s a f e l y  c a n .  
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words ,  w h i l e  r e l a t i v e l y  moderate p o l i c i e s  were t o  be pur-  
s u e d  f o r  a t i m e  and r e l a t i v e l y  moderate l e a d e r s  (Chou En- 
l a i  and h i s  f r i e n d s )  were t o  have large roles  i n  c a r r y i n g  
t h e m  o u t  (as o f t e n  before), Mao and L i n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
d o m i n a t e  t h e  p a r t y  and c o u l d  change  c o u r s e  a t  any  time, 
and  t h e  g r o u p  c losest  t o  them were t h e  m i l i t a n t s  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG. Al though it c o u l d  be a r g u e d  t h a t  Madame 
Mao had r e p l a c e d  Chou E n - l a i  i n  t h e  big three i n  terms 
of power t o  make o r  break i n d i v i d u a l s ,  H s i e h ' s  assess- 
ment otherwise seemed e x a c t l y  r i g h t . *  

The Madame.'s C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  Fresh D i s o r d e r  

I n  e a r l y  November Madame Mao made t w o  speeches--per- 
h a p s  r e i n f o r c e d  by u n p u b l i s h e d  s p e e c h e s  o n  t h e  same occa- 
s i o n  by  t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a n t  leaders of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, 
Chen and Kang--which c l e a r l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
i n  d i s o r d e r  which  followed. The Madame's s p e e c h e s ,  a s  
amalgamated and p e r h a p s  t o n e d  down i n  a s u b s e q u e n t  a r t i -  
c l e ,  were g i v e n  t o  PLA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  and  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y "  g r o u p s .  They were e x p l i c i t l y  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t ,  and  were c o n c e r n e d  l a r g e l y  

* S h o r t l y  thereaf te r ,  a c t i n g  C/S Yang Cheng-wu p u b l i s h e d  
a n  a r t ic le  i n  p r a i s e  of Mao's t h o u g h t  and works  w h i c h  was 
denounced i n  March 1968 when Yang was purged .  Even i n  
r e t r o s p e c t  i t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s c o v e r  how t h i s  orthodox, 
f u l s o m e  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  s u b j e c t  o f f e n d e d  a g a i n s t  e i t h e r  
Mao's t h o u g h t  or  Mao's works ;  Y a n g ' s  l i n e  ( "e s t ab l i sh  
a b s o l u t e l y "  Mao's t h o u g h t )  was i n  f a c t  t h e  l i n e  emphasized 
a t  t h e  time. However, Yang was la te r  c h a r g e d  w i t h  h a v i n g  
s o u g h t  p e r s o n a l  p u b l i c i t y  by  t r y i n g  t o  get h i s  a r t i c l e  
p r i n t e d  on t h e  first p a g e  of P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  ( r e s e r v e d  for 
o n e  of Mao's " i n s t r u c t i o n s " )  and  by o r d e r i n g  t h e  PLA t o  
s t u d y  t h e  a r t i c l e .  Moreover ,  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  w h i l e  p r a i s i n g  
L i n  Piao s t r o n g l y  f o r  h i s  a c t i v e  d e f e n s e  of Mao's t h o u g h t ,  
d i d  n o t  m e n t i o n  Madame Mao's c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  d e f e n s e ;  
t h e  Madame may have  c o n s t r u e d  t h e  o m i s s i o n  a s  a deliber- 
a te  s l i g h t .  
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w i t h  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  f o r m i n g  ' ? three-way a l l i a n c e s "  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  time. They were n o t ,  ' 

i n  g e n e r a l ,  m i l i t a n t .  However, t h e y  i n c l u d e d  a c e r t a i n  
amount o f  i n c e n d i a r y  material  w h i c h  c o u l d  be u s e d  by m i l i -  
t a n t  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels" a s  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  resum- 
i n g  t h e  v i o l e n c e  and a t t a c k s  o n  "peop le  i n  a u t h o r i t y . "  

T h i s  had happened before. The Madame had made a 
s p e e c h  i n  l a t e  November o f  1966 w h i c h  was a l s o  a d d r e s s e d  
o n l y  t o  l i t e r a t u n e  and a r t  b u t  which had s t a t e d  c l e a r l y  
Mao's i n t e n t i o n  t o  p u t  a l l  p a r t y  leaders who had f a i l e d  
h im t h r o u g h  a l o n g  process of criticism and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  
and  t h a t  s p e e c h  was u n d e r l i n e d  as a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n  sub -  
s e q u e n t  pronouncements  i n  p a r t y  j o u r n a l s .  Again  now i n  
1967 t h e  Red Guard p r e s s  made much o f  t h e  Madame's s p e e c h ,  
and  a f te r  some d e l a y  o f f i c i a l  media a g a i n  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  " s t a g n a n t  The Madame seemed r e a l l y  t o  be ex- 
p r e s s i n g  both a s p e c t s  of Mao's f f thought" - - tha  t some or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  were too d i s o r d e r l y ,  wh' i le  o thers  were too 
q u i e s c e n t .  The i n s i s t e n c e  on  hav ing  i t  both ways was 
e v i d e n t  i n  Mao's own " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  o f  t h e  t i m e ;  both 
m i l i t a n t  and modera t e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels'' were soon  
found  t o  be q u o t i n g  s e l e c t i v e l y  from these i l l - composed  
d i r e c t i v e s  to  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  p r e d i l e c t i o n s .  

T h e r e  were p r o b a b l y  other f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  i n c r e a s -  
i n g  v i o l e n c e  a f t e r  mid-November. One was t h e  i n c r e a s e d  
pressure on " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebel" g r o u p s  t o  compete for  
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees." Ano the r  was 
r e s e n t m e n t  o v e r  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  of those  committees and 
p r e p a r a t o r y  g r o u p s  a l r e a d y  fo rmed ;  those e x c l u d e d ,  or  
d 5 s s a t i s f  i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  shares ,  a t t a c k e d  those  i n  "power" 
and  t h o s e  who had p u t  them there ,  and a t t a c k s  l e d  to c o u n t e r -  
a t t a c k s  and t o  s m a l l  wars which  p e r p e t u a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s . *  

*As a g l a r i n g  i n s t a n c e  of a r r a n g e m e n t s  imposed by Pek- 
i n g  and r e s e n t e d  by " r e b e l s , "  i n  e a r l y  December Huang 
Yung-sheng, commander of t h e  Canton  M R ,  was named t o  head 
t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  g r o u p  f o r  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee i n  
Kwangtung. Huang had been  u n d e r  a t t a c k  by "rebel" g r o u p s  
i n  Can ton  f o r  more t h a n  a year ,  had t a k e n  s t r o n g  a c t i o n  
a g a i n s t  some of them, and had r e p o r t e d l y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page  23) 
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Another  was t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  
p a r t y  cadres were t o  p l a y  more i m p o r t a n t  ro les  i n  t h e  
new committees t h a n  were t h e  "rebels." Moreover ,  t h e r e  
were c o n t i n u i n g  i n d i c a t i o n s - - c e r t a i n l y  n o t e d  by  t h e  "reb- 
els"--of Mae's dissatisfaction7,with'Che g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n  
of  t h e  PLA and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h  t h e  PLA's h a n d l i n g  of 
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Of greatest  i m p o r t a n c e ,  those rebel 
g r o u p s  w h i c h  d i d  resume v i o l e n c e  and d i d  a t t a c k  those i n  
" a u t h o r i t y "  found t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  ge t  away w i t h  i t .  They 
c o u l d  d i s o b e y  t h e  PLA's o r d e r s  w i t h  i m p u n i t y  b e c a u s e  t h e  
PLA was n o t  i n t e r p r e t i n g  l i b e r a l l y  t h e  5 September  d i r e c t i v e  
on u s i n g  force t o  r e c o v e r  s t o l e n  weapons and  was n o t  t a k -  
i n g  t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  a s  a mandate  t o  u s e  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  force 
t o  restore order. I t  was n o t  t h a t  t h e  PLA was a f r a i d  of 
t h e  "rebels," b u t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  PLA, b u r n e d  twice be- 
fore ,  was a f r a i d  of Mao, was a f r a i d  t h a t  he would o n c e  
a g a i n  r e b u k e  and p u r g e  t h e  a rmy  f o r  h a r s h n e s s  toward t h e  
young m i l i t a n t s .  T h i s  estimate of t h e  s i t u a t i o n - - b y  b o t h  
t h e  vvrebels" and t h e  PLA--was presumably  s t r e n g t h e n e d  by 
a new " i n s t r u c t i o n "  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Mao i n  e a r l y  December, 
w h i c h  was i n  f ac t  a r e a f f i r m a t i o n  of Mao's p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
"rebels" who had commit ted "mistakes" s h o u l d  be h e l p e d  
t o  a c h i e v e  " u n i t y , "  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u p p r e s s e d .  I n  sum, t h e  
d i s i n h e r i t e d  "rebels" t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e y  had s o m e t h i n g  t o  
g a i n  from v i o l e n c e ,  and t h e y  had good r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e y  would n o t  be s e v e r e l y  p u n i s h e d  for e n g a g i n g  i n  
v i o l e n c e ,  so i t  was n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  v i o l e n c e  was t o  
i n c r e a s e .  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  f r m  page  22) 
s u p p o r t  t h e i r  e n e m i e s  e v e n  a f t e r  P e k i n g  had r e v e r s e d  Huang ' s  
q t v e r d i c t "  o n  some of these g r o u p s .  T h e r e  was no  r e a s o n  
fo r  t h e  "rebels" t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  Huang was h i m s e l f  i m -  
posed  on Mao, t h a t  Mao was a s  s o r r y  a b o u t  i t  a s  t h e y  were; 
on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  Huang, who had had commands u n d e r  L i n  
Piao e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1930s, had made a s a t i s f a c t o r y  
self-cr i t ic ism and had been  p r a i s e d  by b o t h  Ma0 and L i n  
p r i o r  to  t h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  i t se l f  was 
almost c e r t a i n l y  a n o t h e r  mark of c o n f i d e n c e .  The c o n t i n u -  
i n g  a t t a c k s  on Huang by ffrebe19v g r o u p s  were presumably  
i n t e n d e d  t o  " r e v e r s e  t h e  v e r d i c t  . I t  
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P l a n s  To R e b u i l d  t h e  P a r t y  Appara tus  

Also i n  e a r l y  December, f o l l o w i n g  r e p o r t e d  a s s e r -  
t i o n s  by p a r t y  spokesmen (e.g.  Hs ieh  Fu-chihJ  t h a t  t h e  
p a r t y  i n t e n d e d  t o  convene  its N i n t h  Congres s  sometime i n  
1968,  a j o i n t  d i r e c t i v e - - o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, t h e  
MAC, t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, and t h e  S t a t e  Council--made c l e a r  
t h a t  Mao and h i s  team d i d  i n d e e d  i n t e n d  to  r e b u i l d  t h e  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  a s  i n  f a c t  Mao and h i s  spokesmen had 
p romised  f rom t h e  s t a r t  t h a t  t h e y  would do. T h i s  r e b u i l t  
a p p a r a t u s  was presumably  t o  f u n c t i o n  e i t h e r  a s  t h e  core 
o f  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" o r  a s  a p a r a l l e l  (and 
more power fu l  1 s t r u c t u r e .  

P resumab ly ,  t h e  new p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  would be s t a f f e d  
i n  l a r g e  p a r t  by t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
mittees. And presumably  t h e  new a p p a r a t u s  would become 
what  t h e  o l d  a p p a r a ' t u s  had been-- the p r i n c i p a l  i n s t r u m e n t  
f o r  f o r m u l a t i n g ,  . t r a n s m i t t i n g  and c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  p o l i c -  
ies  imposed by t h e  s m a l l  g r o u p  of  t o p  l e a d e r s . *  I t  was 
s o o n  c r e d i b l y  r e p o r t e d - - a l t h o u g h  n o t  c o n f i r m e d - - t h a t  three 
m i l i t a n t s  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG had been  g i v e n  t h e  t a s k  of 
r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  p a r t y  on  Mao's l i n e s :  Kang Shang,  t o  h a n d l e  

*Accord ing  t o  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s ,  a c e n t r a l  committes 
d i r e c t i v e  of  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  v a r i o u s  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" t o  "rest  ore t h e  o r g a n  iza  t i o n a  1 
l i f e "  of t h e  p a r t y .  W h i l e  t h e  Red Guard m a t e r i a l s  d e f i n e d  
t h i s  " l i fe"  p r e t t y  n a r r o w l y  a s  t h e  s t u d y  of Mao's works, 
s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  and r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  " r e v i s i o n i s m , "  i n  p re -  
p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  coming p a r t y  c o n g r e s s ,  i t  was e v i d e n t l y  
t h e  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  have  t h e  committees 
car ry  out - -under  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG--the 
r o u t i n e  work of t h e  former a p p a r a t u s  u n t i l  t h e  new appa ra -  
t u s  c o u l d  be c o n s t r u c t e d .  Because  m i l i t a r y  men had a 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e s e  committees, t h e y  
might  be  a b l e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  t h e  selec- 
t i o n  of c a d r e s  fo r  t h e  new a p p a r a t u s .  
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t h e  a c t u a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( i . e . ,  d r a w i n g  u p  n a m e - l i s t s  
f o r  a new p o l i t b u r o  and s e c r e t a r i a t ,  and fo r  a l l  o t h e r  
key  p a r t y  o r g a n s ) ;  Chang Chun-chiao,  t o  draw u p  t h e  p a r t y  
program; and Yao Wen-yuan, t o  s e t  u p  t h e  p a r t y  c o n g r e s s .  
One of t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n s  was t h a t  of whethe r  
t h e  PLA f i g u r e s  d o m i n a t i n g  m o s t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
mittees would be t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  new p a r t y  committees, 
a n d ,  i f  so ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  would r e t a i n  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  pos t s .  

Disorder and P e r m i s s i v e n e s s  

By t h e  end  of December, c i v i l  d i sorder  and v i o l -  
e n c e  were a g a i n  widespread  i n  C h i n a ,  w i t h  s e r i o u s  d i s -  
t u r b a n c e s  r e p o r t e d  from almost e v e r y  p r o v i n c e ,  The d i s -  
o rder  was a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  a s  s e r i o u s  a s  i t  had been  a 
y e a r  e a r l i e r ,  b u t  i t  seemed a g a i n  t o  be a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  
p o i n t  a t  w h i c h  Mao and Lin--as  i n  J a n u a r y  1967--would 
have  t o  t a k e  s e r i o u s  measu res  a g a i n s t  i t .  The Maoist 
methods  of, i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  p e r s u a s i o n  and e d u c a t i o n  c o u l d  
n o t  d o  t h e  job. 

A t  t h e  same t i m e  ( e a r l y  J a n u a r y ) ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t a -  
t i v e  Shangha i  newspape r s  i n t r o d u c e d  a theme  w h i c h  was t o  
become of  g r e a t  impor t ance  d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g .  Reviewing  
t h e  cases of a number of l o c a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  who had been  
pu rged ,  t h e  Shangha i  p a p e r s  s a i d  t h a t  a t t e m p t s  had been  
made t o  " r e v e r s e  t h e  v e r d i c t "  on  some of t h e m .  Those  who 
had t a k e n  p a r t  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t  had t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be "count -  
e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  .'' (The Red  Guard p r e s s  s o o n  p i c k e d  
u p  t h i s  t h e m e . )  

The p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  p r e s s  c o n t i n u e d  i n  J a n u a r y  
t o  t e l l  t h e  PLA t o  s u p p o r t  l l a l l l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  unde r  t h e  a b i d i n g  s l o g a n  of "Suppor t  t h e  
L e f t , "  and t o  exhort  t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to  r i d  them-  
s e l v e s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  e x p r e s s i o n s  of " f a c t i o n a l i s m . "  I t  
was  made c lear  t h a t  t h i s  f a c t i o n a l i s m  e x i s t e d  a l s o  w i t h -  
- i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, n o t  s i m p l y  among g r o u p s  
compe t ing  f o r  p o s t s  on  t h e  committees. T h e r e  was e v i d e n c e  
too t h a t  a t  some p o i n t s - - a s  Yang Cheng-wu had  implied 
i n  h i s  September  s p e e c h - - d i f f e r e n t  components  of t h e  PLA's 
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r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  commands were b a c k i n g  d i f f e r e n t  
g r o u p s  of I t  was u n c l e a r ,  however,  whether  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  deve lopment  was w i d e s p r e a d  or s e r i o u s .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  was e v i d e n c e  t h a t  Mao's 
team i n  P e k i n g  was f a i l i n g - - i n  a t  l e a s t  some cases--to 
back t h e  PLA l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  and p r o v i n c e s  i n  
u s i n g  force unde r  t h e  terms of t h e  5 September d i r e c t i v e ,  
a n d ,  moreover ,  was d i s c o u r a g i n g  a l i b e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of t h a t  d i r e c t i v e .  Whereas t h e  d i r e c t i v e  had a u t h o r i z e d  
t h e  PLA t o  u s e  f o r c e  t o  repel a t t e m p t s  t o  seize weapons . 
and c o u l d  be u s e d  a l so  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  f o r c i b l e  r e c o v e r y  
of weapons,  i n  t h e  e a r l y  weeks of 1968 there were con- 
f irmed i n s t a n c e s  i n  s e v e r a l  areas--Yunnan,  Szechuan ,  
T i b e t ,  K i a n g s i ,  Kwangtung, and Fukien- - in  w h i c h  d i s o r d e r l y  
"rebelp1 g r o u p s  s e i z e d  arms and got away w i t h  i t .  I n  some 
of these cases, t h e  loca l  PLA commands were e x p r e s s l y  
o r d e r e d  - n o t  t o  u s e  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  "rebel" g r o u p s ,  e i t he r  
t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  arms or t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
s e r i o u s  f i g h t i n g  which  t h e  seized arms made p o s s i b l e .  

The F a l l  of One of t h e  Madame's P r o t e g e s  

. .  

T h i s  deve lopment - - the  f a i l u r e  t o  c r a c k  down--was 
i t s e l f  a good i n d i c a t o r  t h a t  Mao and L i n  and t h e  m i l i t -  
a n t s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG c o n t i n u e d  t o  domina te  t h e  l e a d -  
e r s h i p .  The group a round  Chou E n - l a i  and t h e  c e n t r a l  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s - - i f  t h e y  had b e e n  the,  dominant  f i g u r e s - -  
would a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  have a u t h o r i z e d  PLA commanders 
i n  t h e  f i e l d  to  t a k e  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  m e a s u r e s  t o  restore 
order.  1 

However. a t  a b o u t  t h e  same t i m e  ( F e b r u a r y  1968) 
c e r t a i n  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  second- l e v e l  l eade r sh ip - : th ree  
a p p o i n t m e n t s  and one  d i s m i s s a l - - s u g g e s t e d  t o  some ob- 
s e r v e r s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  m o d e r a t e s  i n  t h e  t o p  l e a d e r -  
s h i p  were now d o m i n a t i n g  i t ,  and  were impos ing  these 
c h a n g e s .  The a p p o i n t m e n t s  were o f  three f i g u r e s  of  t h e  
o ld  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  who t u r n e d  up  i n  l e a d i n g  p o s i t i o n s  
i n  t h e  new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees" i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  
One of  t h e s e  ( L i  Hsueh-feng i n  Hopei )  had been  p u b l i c l y  



working  h i s  way back i n t o  f a v o r  f o r  a y e a r ,  and was no 
s u r p r i s e ;  b u t  two o thers  had been  o u t  of s i g h t  f o r  more 
t h a n  a y e a r  and  had been  presumed p u r g e d .  The p r o b a b i l i t y  
was t h a t  t h e s e  t w o  were i n s t a n c e s  of what  Mao had promised 
a s  f a r  back  a s  October 1966--the r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h o s e  
p a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  who c o u l d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
l o n g  and p a i n f u l  process of reform and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ;  
s u b s e q u e n t  Red Guard ma te r i a l s ,  q u o t i n g  Mao, described 
one  of them a s  e x a c t l y  t h a t .  (The re  have  t h u s  f a r  been  
v e r y  f e w  a t  t h e  uppe r  l e v e l s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  a s s u r a n c e s  of 
Mao and L i n  t h a t  "most" of t h e  p a r t y ' s  c a d r e s  were re- 
garded a s  '*good" or p r e t t y  good.) Whether  s u c h  o f f i c i a l s  
were g e n u i n e l y  reformed, had r e a l l y  become perfect i n -  
s t r u m e n t s  of Mao s t h o u g h t  and w i l l ,  was of c o u r s e  a n o t h e r  
q u e s t  i o n .  

The d i s m i s s a l  was of C h i  Pen-yu, a m i l i t a n t  member 
of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, o n e  of t h e  " l i t e r a r y  a d v e n t u r e r s q 1  
who had b e e n  p u l l e d  i n t o  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  
of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  when Mao needed  new v o i c e s  
t o  denounce t h e  o l d  propaganda a p p a r a t u s .  S e v e r a l  o the r s  
of t h i s  l o t  (Wang L i ,  Kuan '  Feng,  e t  a l . )  had been  b r o u g h t  
down i n  September 1967 f o r  " u l t r a - l e f  t" mis takes- - i .  e .  
o v e r - z e a l o u s  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of t h e  l i n e  imposed by t h e  
m i l i t a n t s  a t  t h e  t o p .  C h i ' s  record had been  much t h e  
same, and he  m i g h t  have f a l l e n  a t  t h a t  t i m e  i f  h e  had 
n o t  had a p o w e r f u l  p r o t e c t o r  ( t o  permit him t o  make "self-  
criticisms") i n  t h e  p e r s o n  of Madame Mao. As p r e v i o u s l y  
n o t e d ,  t h e  Madame had worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  C h i  f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  and had p r o b a b l y  b e e n  h i s  s p o n s o r  when he was 
b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG i n  t h e  summer of 1966. Where- 
a s  t h e  Madame had l e d  t h e  a t t a c k  o n  t h o s e  pu rged  i n  Septem- 
ber, now i n  F e b r u a r y ,  i n  C h i ' s  c a s e ,  s h e  r e f r a i n e d  from 
d o i n g  so. But  s h e  e v i d e n t l y  d 'd  w i thd raw h e r  s u p p o r t  from 
him, and  h e  was charged  i n t e r  a l i a  w i t h  c o l l e c t i n g  "black 
mater ia l"  o n  t h e  Madame a s  w e l l  a s  on  L i n  P iao ,  Chou En- 
l a i ,  H s i e h  Fu-ch ih ,  and o the r s .  The c e n t r a l  c h a r g e  
a g a i n s t  C h i  appears  t o  have been  t h a t  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
--along w i t h  those purged  i n  September- - for  t h e  " u l t r a -  
l e f t "  p o l i c y  of l a t e  summer 1967 w h i c h  had mis t r ea t ed  and 
t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  PLA. H e  was a l s o  c h a r g e d  w i t h  l l u l t r a - l e f t l l  
i n i t i a t i v e s  a g a i n s t  some of those (both moderate and 
m i l i t a n t )  above  him i n  t h e  h i e r a r c h y .  And h e  may have 

-27- 



come i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  Chou E n - l a i  on t h e  s p e c i f i c  ques -  
t i o n  of S i n k i a n g . *  The f a l l  of a l l  f o u r  o f  t h e  " u l t r a -  
lef t"  s e c o n d - l e v e l  l e a d e r s  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  s a i d  t o  have  
p r o v i d e d  a p r e t e x t  fo r  a r e s u r g e n c e  of  " r i g h t i s t "  a c t i v i t y  
i n  t h e  e a r l y  months  of 1968.** 

C h i ' s  d i s m i s s a l - - t h a t  t h e  moderates were now d o m i n a t i n g  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  was p r e t t y  c l e a r l y  too s t r o n g .  However, 
t h e r e  may have  been  a t e m p o r a r y  d i l u t i o n  o f  t h e  power ofd 

- 

The conc lus ion - - f rom t h e  three a p p o i n t m e n t s  and 

*The s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  ("autonomous a r e a " )  of 
S i n k i a n g  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be b a f f l i n g .  Wang En-mao, t h e  p a r t y  
first s e c r e t a r y  and m i l i t a r y  commander i n  S i n k i a n g ,  had 
been  h i t  h a r d  by t h e  Red Guards  i n  a n  e a r l y  s t a g e  of t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  and had seemed o u t  o f  f a v o r  w i t h  
Mao's team;  i n  f a c t ,  Mao h i m s e l f  had r e p o r t e d l y  c r i t i c i zed  
him. Y e t  Wang r ema ined  i n  p l a c e ,  and for much of. 1967 
was i n  P e k i n g ,  w h e r e  Mao c o u l d  presumably  have purged  h im 
i f  he c h o s e .  Wang was back  i n  h i s  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l  by 
October 1967 and t h e n  d ropped  o u t  o f  the news, b u t  Red 
Guard m a t e r i a l s  r e p o r t e d  him t o  be under  a t t a c k : * a g a i n  i n  
e a r l y  1968 by one  of  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  there and by  Red 
Guard g r o u p s  a p p a r e n t l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h a t - o f f i c i a Q  t h e y  
r e p o r t e d  him a l so  t o  be "dragged"  t o  P e k i n g  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
and k e p t  t h e r e  ( h e  a p p e a r e d  i n  P e k i n g  o n  May Day).  The 
S i n k i a n g  q u e s t i o n  may y e t  affect  t h e  f o r t u n e s  of  many 
leaders i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  C h i  Pen-yu. 

**By t h e  end  of F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  l e v e l  o f  v i o l e n c e  t h r o u g h -  
o u t  Ch ina  was i n  g e n e r a l  r e p o r t e d  t o  be d r o p p i n g .  T h i s  
was p resumab ly  a payof f  f rom t h e  campaign  a g a i n s t  f a c t i o n -  
a l ism and may a l s o  have been  d u e  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  i n d i c a t i o n s  
from P e k i n g  t h a t  r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
who had l o n g  been  objects of "rebel" cr i t ic ism and a t t a c k  
were i n  f a c t  i n  f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a n t  l e a d e r s  i n  P e k i n g ,  
i n c l u d i n g  Mao and L i n .  One of them was soon  t o  be named 
a s  t h e  new c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  and a s  s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a l  of t h e  
MAC. 
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o n e  of t h e  worst of t h e  mili tants--Madame Mao herse l f ,  
T h i s  c o n j e c t u r e  d e r i v e s  from t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of new 
p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p s  i n  t h e  PLA. 

The N e w  P o l i t i c a l  Work Groups 

A t  a b o u t  t h i s  t ime--February 1968--Mao1s team se t  
u p  i n  t h e  PLA three s e p a r a t e  b u t  r e l a t e d  g r o u p s  t o  c a r r y  
on t h e  work of p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  and s u r v e i l l a n c e  o n c e  
performed b y  t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment  ( s e n t  to  
p u r g a t o r y  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l  of i ts  d i r e c t o r - - H s i a o  Hua--in 
August 1967). The new g r o u p s  were d e s i g n e d  e i t h e r  t o  
s u p p l e m e n t  or t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  PLA/CRG a s  t h e  body c o n c e r n e d  
w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  of h i g h - r a n k i n g  m i l i t a r y  
o f f i c e r s .  

The three g r o u p s  were c a l l e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  work 
g r o u p ,  t h e  l i t e r a r y  and a r t  g r o u p ,  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  p r e s s  
(chun pao) g r o u p .  A t  a r e c e p t i o n  f o r  members of these 
g r o u p s  ( r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Red Guard p r e s s  i n  e a r l y  March),  
L ' n  P i a 0  and Yang Cheng-wu d e f i n e d  t h e  work of t h e  g r o u p s .  
T h e i r  work was t o  be " p o l i t i c a l l l - - s a t u r a t i n g  t h e  PLA w i t h  
Mao's thought--and " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l , 1 1  t h a t  is, l e a r n i n g  
more a b o u t  t h e  PLA's l eade r s  from t h e  army l e v e l  u p ,  t o  
s u p p o r t  a judgment  a s  t o  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y .  
L i n  compla ined  t h a t , .  owing t o  Hsiao Hua ' s  poor  perform- 
a n c e ,  t h e  t o p  l eade r s  d i d  n o t  know whom t h e y  c o u l d  r e l y  
on .  L i n  t o l d  these g r o u p s  t h a t  t h e y  would g e t  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  from, and  would r e p o r t  to ,  Chairman Mao, t h e  c e n t r a l  
committee, Premier Chou, t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, and t h e  "ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t "  of t h e  MAC; a s  r e p o r t e d ,  L i n  d i d  n o t  
m e n t i o n  t h e  PLA/CRG,, t h e  o r g a n  w h i c h ,  o n e  would t h i n k ,  
would be t h e  l o g i c a l  choice t o  s u p e r v i s e  these new g r o u p s  
d i r e c t l y  if t h e  PLA/CRG were t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  f u n c t i o n .  I n  
f a c t ,  L i n T o l d  them, t h e y  were t o  be s u p e r v i s e d  by of f ic -  
e rs  of t h e  MAC 'and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. 

The p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p - - c l e a r l y  t h e  most i m p o r t -  
a n t ,  i n  t h a t  i t  would n o r m a l l y  be d e a l i n g  w i t h  o f f i c e r s  
of h i g h e r  r a n k  and i n  command of combat forces--was t o  
be s u p e r v i s e d  by  t h e  " a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t "  of t h e  MAC. 
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The c h i e f  of t h i s  o f f i c e  was n o t  i d e n t i f i e d ,  b u t  i t  may 
have b e e n  Yang Cheng-wu, a s  i t  was Yang who was s e c r e t a r y -  
g e n e r a l  of t h e  MAC and  who p r o v i d e d  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  
work of t h i s  g roup .  (The head of t h e  .group i tself  may 
have been Wu F a - h s i e n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  t h e  PLA/CRG was 
d i s b a n d e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e . )  The l i t e r a r y  and a r t  g r o u p  was 
t o  be s u p e r v i s e d  p r i m a r i l y  by Madame Mao, and t h e  m i l i t a r y  
p r e s s  g r o u p  by Chen Po-ta and  Yao Wen-yuan. 

Al though t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p  may have  been 
d e s i g n e d  s i m p l y  to f e e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  PLA/CRG, sub-  
s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  were t o  g i v e  some s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  con- 
.iecture t h a t  t h e  new grouD was i n t e n d e d  t o  replace t h e  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  e v i d e n c e  is t h i n ,  i t  may be t h a t  Madame 
Mao's power was d i l u t e d  by  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h i s  new 
g r o u p ,  and  i t  may f u r t h e r  be t h a t  Yang Cheng-wu was 
named t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  g r o u p  ( a n a l o g o u s  t o  t h e  
Madame'& role a s  " a d v i s o r "  t o  t h e  PLA/CRG) and t h a t  t h e  
Madame saw Yang Cheng-wu a s  a t h r e a t  t o  h e r  p o s i t i o n  a s  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p e r s o n . . r e p o r t i n g  t o  Mao and L i n  P i a 0  on t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e i r  PLA l e a d e r s . *  ( I t  w i l l  be 
r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Yang had p l a y e d  t h i s  role  o n c e  b e f o r e - - i n  
autumn 1 9 6 6 - - j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  Madame Mao t o o k  * 

o v e r  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  PLA/CRG.) If  so ,  t h e  p u r g e  of 
Yang Cheng-wu a f e w  weeks l a t e r  is easier t o  u n d e r s t a n d .  

*The s p e e c h e s  a t  t h i s  r e c e p t i o n  i n  f a c t  show a minor  
c l a s h  be tween Yang and t h e  Madame a t  t h e  t i m e .  Yang i m -  
p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p  was too small  for  
i ts  many t a s k s ,  and t h e  Madame i m m e d i a t e l y  c o u n t e r e d  
- - s n i d e l y - - t h a t  a f e w  men were enough,  if t h e i r  l e a d e r s  
were good.  The Madame may have  had a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  re- 
s t r i c t i n g  t h e  s ize  (and  a u t h o r i t y )  of t h e  g r o u p .  . . .  
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T h e  P u r g e  of  Yang Cheng-wu and O t h e r s  

By e a r l y  March there  was e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  PLA was 
a c t i n g  a g g r e s s i v e l y  i n  r u n n i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees" t h r o u g h o u t  Ch ina .  While  t h e  l o c a l  PLA l e a d e r s  re- 
mained r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  MAC, t h e  CRG and t h e  S t a t e  Coun- 1 

c i l  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s ,  m i l i t a r y  men dominated  m o s t  o f  
these committees, a n d ,  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  of e x p l i c i t  o rders  
f r o m  P e k i n g ,  c o u l d  ac t  h igh -handed ly - -con t r a ry  t o  Mao' s 
l o n g s t a n d i n g  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p a r t y  must  command t h e  
gun ,  and t o  h i s  r e c e n t l y - r e a f f i r m e d  i n t e n t i o n  t o  r e b u i l d  
t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and make i t  h i s  p r i n c i p a l  i n s t r u m e n t  
a g a i n .  B o t h  t h e  PLA press and t h e  p a r t y  p r e s s  f o r  some 
weeks  had b e e n  r e m i n d i n g  t h e  PLA d f  i ts d u t y ' t o  t r e a t  
c a d r e s - - a s  w e l l  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
left--"correctly," and had been  c a l l i n g  for  " e m a n c i p a t i n g  
t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y "  of c a d r e s ,  e n c o u r a g i n g  them t o  " s t e p  
f o r w a r d , "  " b o l d l y  us ing"  them,  a l l o w i n g  them t o  p l a y  t h e i r  
"core and key" r o l e ,  and so  o n .  (The p r e s s  had a l s o  added 
t h i s  e l e m e n t  t o  its r u n n i n g  a t t a c k s  on "anarchism" and 
t t f a c t i o n a l i s m "  .on t h e  p a r t  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s .  

( i n c l u d i n g  Madame Mao) r e c e i v e d  d e l e g a t e s  to  v a r i o u s  
c o n f e r e n c e s  of a c t i v i s t s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  of Mao's works .  
More t h a n  40 s e c o n d - l e v e l  leaders conce rned  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  
a f f a i r s  a p p e a r e d  on t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  and i t  was to  be t h e  
1 a s t . a p p e a r a n c e  f o r  some of them,  b e c a u s e  on t h a t  same 
n i g h t  three of  t h e  c e n t r a l  m i 1 i ; t a r y  l e a d e r s  were s o  c a r e -  
less or un lucky  a s  t o  g i v e  Madame Mao c a u s e  t o  p u r g e  them. 
T h i s  g r o u p  was b roken  a t  o n c e ,  and o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  
r ema ined  ou t  of t h e  news whi l e - -p resumab ly - - the i r  c a s e s  
were b e i n g  examined ,  

p u r g e  were a l l  h i g h - r a n k i n g  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s  who had r i s e n  

had been  purged  or t r a n s f e r r e d ,  and who were now t o  be 

On 7 March Mao, L i n ,  and s e v e n  other t o p  l e a d e r s  

The first three v i c t i m s  of t h i s  l a t e s t  wave o f  t h e  

' i n  t h e  course of  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  a s  t h e i r  p r e d e c e s s o r s  
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b r o u g h t  down t h e m s e l v e s  a s  " r i g h t i s t s . " *  They were Yang 
Cheng-wu, a c t i n g  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  s i n c e  l a t e  1965 and r a n k -  
i n g  below o n l y  L i n  Pia0 and  H s i e h  Fu-chih  among a c t i v e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ;  Yu L i - c h i n ,  first p o l i t i c a l  officer of 

s o n .  Two of t h e  three, Yang and  Yu, had b e e n  members 
of t h e  PLA/CRG u n d e r  Madame Mao and Wu F a - h s i e n ;  Yang 
may have  b e e n  named a few weeks ea r l i e r  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p  of t h e  MAC which  was t o  supplement  
or  r e p l a c e  t h e  PLA/CRG and w h i c h  Wu F a - h s i e n  may h a v e  

t h e  CCAF; and Fu Chung-pi,  commander of t h e  P e k i n g  Garr i -  +- 

*It  does n o t  seem v e r y  u s e f u l  t o  t r y ,  a s  some o b s e r v -  
ers have  t r i e d ,  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  l eade r s  
i n t o  " r ad ica l t f  and  "moderate" f i g u r e s .  Except  fo r  L i n  
Pia0 (who seems t o  have  i d e n t i f i e d  c o m p l e t e l y  w i t h  Mao 
Tse- tung)  and a h a n d f u l  o f  young o p p o r t u n i s t s ,  almost a l l  
of t h e  C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be r e g a r d -  
e d  a s  r e l a t i v e  moderates, when compared w i t h  t h e  d o c t r i n -  
a i r e  m i l i t a n t s  l i k e  t h e  officers of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. 
The n a t u r e  of t h e i r  work p r e d i s p o s e s  them t o  d i s l i k e  and 
r e s e n t  d i s r u p t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  a d v e n t u r e s  l i k e  t h e   cultural 

t o  t r y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  orders. The  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of C h i -  
n e s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  l i k e  t h e  government  l e a d e r s  a r o u n d  
Chou E n - l a i ,  are  s e e n  a s  h a v i n g  a common i n t e r e s t  i n  op- 
p o s i n g  t h e  excesses of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  (and i n  f a c t  i n  
e v e r y  known case i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  l ? r e v o l u t i o n l '  t h e  
purged  m i l i t a r y  o f f i ce r s  h a v e  been  c h a r g e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  
" r i g h t i s t v t  o f f e n s e s )  b u t  a s  c a u t i o u s  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  t h a t  
o p p o s i t i o n  (as  w i t n e s s  t h e  f a t e  of t h o s e  who had been  
i n c a u t i o u s ) .  A s m a l l  number of PLA l e a d e r s  a r e  s e e n  a s  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  d i v i d e d - - i d e n t i f  i e d  w i t h  t h e  PLA on o n e  
hand,  w i t h  l o n g d s t a n d i n g  t i es  t o  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  leaders ,  
and  t h u s  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  " r e v o l u t i o n "  a s  c o n c e i v e d  by  
its most m i l i t a n t  l eade r s ,  b u t  p l a c e d  i n  a v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  
p o s i t i o n  by b e i n g  g i v e n  p o s t s  which h a v e  f o r c e d  them t o  
c o n d u c t  t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA or t o  c a r r y  o u t  exercises 
which h a r a s s  t h e  PLA and impede i ts  work (those i n  t h e  
P o l i t i c a l '  Depar tment ,  t h e  PLA/CRG, t h e  p o l i t i c a l  work 
groups, and t h e  ' S u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t '  g r o u p ) .  

w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  p r e d i s p o s i n g  them 
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headed ,and  Yu may a lso have been  named t o  t h a t  new g r o u p ;  
Yang had a l so  b e e n  c l o s e l y  associated w i t h  H s i e h  Fu-chih  
i n  t h e  MAC; Yu had of c o u r s e  worked c l o s e l y  w i t h  Wu Fa- 
h s i e n  i n  t h e  CCAF and had been  a member of H s i e h  F u - c h i h ' s  
t o u r i n g  g r o u p  i n  summer 1967; and Fu had b e e n  a n  o f f icer  
of t h e  P e k i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee which H s i e h  headed.  

The v a r i o u s  a c c o u n t s  of t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  three f a i l ,  
a s  is u s u a l l y  t h e  case, t o  g i v e  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  p i c t u r e .  
A l l  t h a t  i s l c l e a r  a b o u t  t h i s  case is t h a t  t h e  three r a n ,  
d i r e c t l y  a f o u l  o f  Madame Mao. 
"rebel" newspapers--both c e n t e r l i n g  on a l o n g  s p e e c h  by ' 
L i n  Pia0 a t  a 25 March meet ing--give t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  
Yang and Yu were purged  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  h a v i n g  q u e s t i o n e d  
t h e  judgment  of Mao, L i n  P i a o  and Madame Mao and f o r  hav- 
i n g  t r i e d  t o  do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  and t h a t  Fu was purged  
m a i n l y  as  a c a t s p a w  of t h e  o t h e r  t w o .  The t r e a t m e n t  of 
t h e  case a t  t h e  25 March meeting--by s u c h  l e a d e r s  a s  L i n  
P i ao ,  Chou E n - l a i ,  and Kang Sheng, a s  w e l l  as by t h e  
Madame h e r s e l f - - e m p h a s i z e s  t h e  o u t r a g e  t o  Madame Mao p e r -  
s o n a l l y .  

The m a t e r i a l s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of Yang 
and  Yu w ' i t h  t h e  Madame, H s i e h  and Wu--espec ia l ly  w i t h  t h e  
Madame--had b e e n  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  for  some t i m e .  The t w o  had 
n o t  been  o p e n l y  o p p o n e n t s  of t h e  t h r e e ,  i n  t h e  way t h a t  
Peng Te-huai  had o p e n l y  opposed Mao; i n d e e d ,  t h e y  were 
s a i d  t o  be l l d o u b l e - d e a l e r s , l l  who p r e t e n d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  
d e c i s i o n s  of t h e  leaders  b u t  r e a l l y  d i d  n o t ,  and s a i d  
d i s r e s p e c t f u l  t h i n g s  and  t h e n  d e n i e d  i t .  Both  Yang and 
Yu had a p p a r e n t l y  drawn a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  by advo- 
c a t i n g ,  o r  b e i n g  t a k e n  a s  a d v o c a t i n g ,  a r e v i e w  of t h e  ' 

cases of some of t h e  p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  purged  
ea r l i e r .  Thus t h e y  a r e  charged w i t h  h a v i n g  "dared t o  
w i t n e s s  for  t h e  a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t "  which Tan C h e n - l i n  had 
a l l e g e d l y  i n i t i a t e d  a y e a r  e a r l i e r - - w h i c h  s o u g h t  a !'re- 
v e r s a l  of verd ic t s" - -and  t h u s  w i t h  h a v i n g  
Mao, L i n ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, and Madame Mao. 

come a b o u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  MAC'S new p o l i -  
t i c a l  work group--as  t h e  new g r o u p  began  t o  c o m p i l e  
mater ia ls  t o  s u p p o r t  a judgment  a s  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

If t h i s  is i n d e e d  What happened,  i t  c o u l d  have  
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r e l i a b i l i t y  of PLA l e a d e r s .  The judgment  m i g h t  e a s i l y  
have b e e n  r e a c h e d  b y  i n t e l l i g e n t  and h o n e s t  men (and Yu 
a t  l ea s t  had seemed to  be a n  u n u s u a l l y  i n t e l l i g e n t  and 
able man) t h a t  poor  d e c i s i o n s  had b e e n  made, and this . 
judgment  is c l e a r l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  them i n  t h e  charges.  
Moreover ,  i f  t h e  same c r i t e r i a  were to  be u s e d ,  t h e n  a 
number of q t h e r  m i l i t a r y  1e.aders s t i l l  i n  f a v o r  were 
e q u a l l y  q u a l i f i e d  ,to .be;,objec'ts df t h e  p u r g e ;  and t h i s  
judgment  is i m p l i c i t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e m  i n  t h e  addi -  
t i o n a l  c h a r g e s  t h a t  . t h e y  " c o n s p i r e d  t o  opposef1 H s i e h  and  
Wu and  t h a t  t h e y  p l a n n e d  t o ' l l o v e r t h r o w "  t h o s e  two lead-  
ers and  s e v e r a l  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  commanders. Beyond t h i s ,  
t h e  v e r y  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  new g r o u p - - p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  i t  
was d e s i g n e d  t o  r e p l a c e  or had a l r e a d y  r e p l a c e d  t h e  PLA/ 
CRG--could be s e e n  by  Madame Mao as  a th rea t  t o  h e r  per -  
s o n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  and  Yang and Yu a re  i n  f a c t  c h a r g e d  w i t h  ' 

s e e k i n g  t o  b u i l d  " p e r s o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  power." Any g r o u p  
of l e a d e r s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d i r e c t  a n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  would 
of c o u r s e  be v u l n e r a b l e  * t o  charges of e m p i r e - b u i l d i n g ,  
and most of t h o s e  purged  d u r i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  h a v e  had 
t h i s  charge i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  list; b u t  t h e  l eade r s  of t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p  may have been p a r t i c u l a r l y  v u l n e r -  
a b l e ,  as L i n  P ia0  and  Chou E n - l a i  i n  t h e i r  r e m a r k s  t o  t h e  
g r o u p  had warned e x p r e s s l y  a g a i n s t  r e p e a t i n g  t h i s  p a r t i -  
c u l a r  m i s t a k e  of t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t . *  ( T h e r e  

*It  s h o u l d  be r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  is n o t  
s t r o n g  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  Yang Cheng-wu was t h e  de 
facto s u p e r v i s o r  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p .  It  c o n s i s t s  
l a r g e l y  bf h i s  r o l e  as s e c r e t a r y - g e n e r a i  o f - t h e  MAC and 
of h i s  role  i n  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  f o r  t h e  new grou'ps.  I 
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a re  a d d i t i o n a l  c h a r g e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  s e l f - p u b l i c i t y ,  d i s p u t e s  
i n  t h e  P e k i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee, and t h e  h a n d l i n g  
of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s . )  

Any e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  f e e l i n g  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  them 
- - t h a t  some poor  o r  q u e s t i o n a b l e  d e c i s i o n s  had been  made 
i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  ' ' revolut ion ' ' - -could i n d e e d  be t a k e n  
a s  r e f l e c t i n g  u n f a v o r a b l y  on Mao a n d  L i n ,  and would cer- 
t a i n l y  be t a k e n  by  t h e  Madame (who h a s  d i s p 1 a y e d . a  v a n i t y  
of t h e  same p a t h o l o g i c a l  order a s  Mao's own) a s  ref lect-  
i n g  u n f a v o r a b l y  on herself .  She would have t h e n  both a 
means and a m o t i v e  for  " s e t t l i n g  accounts , t .?  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  possible  m o t i v e  of w i s h i n g  t o  s t r a n g l e  t h e  new poli-  
t i c a l  work g r o u p  or t o  get  h e r  own men i n t o  t h e  leader-  
s h i p  of i t ,  On t h e  n i g h t  of 7-8 March s h e  got h e r  c h a n c e .  

t h a t  YJng s e n t  r'u m u n g - p i ,  t n e ' g a r r i s o n  commander, t o  
t h e  p r e m i s e s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG t o  "arrest  people"  there. 
These  u n i d e n t i f i e d  tvpeople l l  may have  been  s i m p l y  v i s i t o r s  
- -perhaps  some of t h e  Madame's f a v o r i t e  Red Guard groups-- 
b u t  L i n t s  s p e e c h  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e y  may have  b e e n  low- 
l e v e l  s t a f f  members who had h e l p e d  t o  p r e p a r e  c h a r g e s  
a g a i n s t  p e r s o n s  i n  f a v o r  w i t h  Yang and Yu. I t  is n o t  
c lear  w h e t h e r  Yang was a c t i n g  u n d e r  any  k i n d  of order 
from above ,  or i n  w h i c h  o f  h i s  p o s t s  ( p e r h a p s  as s u p e r -  
v i s o r  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  w o r k  g r o u p ) ;  n o r  is i t  c lear  
w h e t h e r  he was g i v i n g  f r e s h  o f f e n s e  t o  H s i e h  ( M i n i s t e r  
of S e c u r i t y )  by  s e n d i n g  t h e  g a r r i s o n  commander. I t  seems 
c lear ,  however,  t h a t  Yang d i d  n o t  o b t a i n  p e r m f s s i o n  i n  
advance from t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG--Chen Po-ta, 
t h e  Madame, and  Kang Sheng--and Madame Mao is g i v e n  c r e d i t  
for p e r s o n a l l y  and " b r a v e l y "  p r e v e n t i n g  Fu from making 
t h e  arrests.  

t h e  "reb-el" p r e s s  a g r e e  
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The p r o b a b i l i t y  is t h a t  Yang, Yu, and Fu wePe a l l  
p l a c e d  u n d e r  hou'se a r res t  a t  o n c e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  seem 
t o  have been  g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  
b e f o r e  s e n t e n c e  was p a s s e d  o n  22 March, T h e i r  case was 
p u b l i c i z e d  t o  t h e  PLA o n  25 March. 

A N e w  O f f e n s i v e  A g a i n s t  t h e  " R i g h t i s t s "  

P a r t y  l e a d e r s - - i n c l u d i n g  Madame Mao--began a t  o n c e  
t o  p r e p a r e  a new o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  " r i g h t i s t s . "  On 
11 March, Madame Mao, Madame L i n ,  and  Chou E n - l a i ,  s p e a k -  
i n g  t o  s t u d e n t s  and  teachers i n  P e k i n g ,  denounced t h e  
" a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t "  of e a r l y  1967 and warned of t h e  d a n g e r  
of a new " a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t . "  On 15 March, Madame Mao a n d  
some o t h e r s  ( a g a i n  i n c l u d i n g  Chou) m e t  i n  P e k i n g  w i t h  a 
d e l e g a t i o n  from Szechuan ,  a n d  t h e  .Madame d e f i n e d  t h e  
" r i g h t i s t 1 '  e f f o r t  t o  " r e v e r s e  v e r d i c t s "  as t h e  c u r r e n t  
"main danger"  a l l  o v e r  China .  On t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  
Madame and o thers  r e b u k e d  Chang Kuo-hua and L i a n g  Hsing-  
chu-- the leaders of t h e  Chengtu MR and of t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  
g r o u p ,  who had been  i n s t a l l e d  a f te r  a series of m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s  of t h a t  r e g i o n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  had f a l l e n - - f o r  
h a v i n g  f a i l e d  t o  g i v e  p r o p e r  s u p p o r t  t o  m i l i t a n t  leaders  
and m i l i t a n t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  there, i n -  
c l u d i n g  a d e p u t y  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  of t h e  MR who had a 
better u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  t r u e  l e f t i s t s . *  (The Madame 
r e p o r t e d l y  t o l d  them t h a t ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  what  t h e y  m i g h t  
be l ieve- -what  a n y  PLA off icer  m i g h t  r e a s o n a b l y  b e l i e v e - -  

*The Madame showed a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  
of a member of t h e  former p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  South-  
west, L i  Ta-chang, a n  o l d  f r i e n d ,  who had gone t h r o u g h  
t h e  p r o c e s s  of self -cr i t i c  i s m  and  d e n u n c i a t i o n  of h i s  
former associates which e n t i t l e d  o n e  to  be c o n s i d e r e d  
r e p e n t a n t  and p u r i f  i ed- - the  v e r y  p r o c e s s  which t h e  Madame 
i n  a November 1966 s p e e c h  had p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  t o  be n e c e s -  
s a r y .  L i  d u l y  a p p e a r e d  as a n  off icer  of t h e  new r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  committee i n  Spechuan i n  l a t e  May. 

. .  
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s h e  was n o t  h o s t i l e  t o  t h e  PLA; a n d  s h e  a l so  t o l d  t h e m  
t h a t  t h e  PLA s h o u l d  have  more "woman g e n e r a l s . " )  

On t h e  n e x t  day  (16 March),  L i b e r a t i o n  D a i l y  i n  --- - 
Shanghai-- long a f a v o r i t e  v e h i c l e  of t h e  m i l i t a n t  l e a d -  
ers of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  and  c o n t r o l l e d  d i r e c t l y  
by two members of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG--opened t h e  p u b l i c  a t -  
t a c k  o n  t h o s e  who w i s h e d  t o  " r e v e r s e  t h e  v e r d i c t s , o n  t h e  
r i g h t i s t s . "  On 18 March, Madame Mao andlChen Po-ta s p o k e  
of t h e  c u r r e n t  d a n g e r  t o  a d e l e g a t i o n  from Chekiang.  On 
20 March, i n  S h a n g h a i ,  t h e  disgraced Chen P e i - h s i e n  was 
dragged o u t  a g a i n  as  a n  example.  On 21 March, t h e  Madame, 
Chou E n - l a i  and Kang Sheng s p o k e  on t h e  same l i n e s - - t h e  
c u r r e n t  t h r e a t  from t h e  r i g h t - - t o  a g r o u p  from Kiangsu .  
On t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  Madame followed t h e  p r a c t i c e  of 
Mao h i m s e l f  by e x p l a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  "bad e l e m e n t s "  of t h e  

' c e n t r a l  CRG ( n o t a b l y  t h e  " u l t r a - l e f t i s t s " )  had been p l a c e d  
there by L i u  Shao-chi  and Teng Hsiao-p ing .  A t  t h e  same 
g a t h e r i n g ,  Kang Sheng i n c r e a s e d  t h e  g r a v i t y  of t h e  charges 
a g a i n s t  L i u  and others by d e c l a r i n g  them t o  be a g e n t s  
of t h e  Kuomintang (and t h u s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  e x e c u t i o n ) .  On 
2 2  March, t h e r e  was a large-scale d e m o n s t r a t i o n  i n  P e k i n g  
a g a i n s t  Tan C h e n - l i n ,  t h e  a l l e g e d  c e n t r a l  f igure  of t h e  
first ' ? a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t . "  On 24 'March,  Madame Mao and Kang 
Sheng s p o k e  t o  PLA r e p r e s ' e n t a t i v e s  a b o u t  t h e  p a s t  and 
p r e s e n t  t h rea t  p o s t e d  by p e o p l e  l i k e  Tan Chen- l in .  A t  
a b o u t  t h e  same time, p u b l i c  d e n u n c i a t i o n  of t h e  t h r e e  d i s -  
graced i n  t h e  7-8 March incident--Yang,  Yu, and Fu--began 
w i t h  p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  on these "b ig  a m b i t i o u s  r i g h t i s t s ' '  
and c o n s p i r a t o r s .  

The Madame, L i n  Piao,  and Chou E n - l a i  

L i n  Piao,  i n * t h e  p r e s e n c e  of Mao a n d  Madame Mao 
and a few other p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  leaders ,  informed t h e  
lower l e v e l s  of t h e  PLA o n  '25 March of t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  
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of t h e  cases of Yang, Yu, and Fu.* H e  a l s o  announced 
t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  (by Mao) of Huang Yung-sheng--then com- 
mander of t h e  Canton  MR--to replace Yang as chief-of-  
s t a f f  or a c t i n g  C/S, and of Wen Yu-cheng, Huang's  former 
d e p u t y  i n  Canton  and more r e c e n t l y  a d e p u t y  C/S,  t o  re- 
p l a c e  Fu as commander of t h e  P e k i n g  G a r r i s o n .  (The re- 
v i s e d  team of m i l i t a r y  leaders - -L 'n ,  H s i e h  Fu-chih ,  Huang, 
and Wu F a - h s i e n ,  i n  t h a t  o r d e r - a p p e a r e d  p u b l i c l y  t h e  
same evening .**  T h i s  25 March meet ing- - for  t h e  l i g h t  it 
t h r o w s  on t h e  s t a t u s  of Madame Mao--is w o r t h  some a t t e n -  
t i o n .  

*Yalig and  Fu were d ismissed  from t h e i r  p o s t s ,  w h i l e  
Yu was a r r e s t e d  and h e l d  f o r  t r i a l .  P e r h a p s  Yu, t h e  o n l y  
o n e  of t h e  three described as a " r e n e g a d e , "  r e a l l y  d i d  
t r y  t o  "seize powerv1 i n  t h e  CqAF, b y  countermanding  Wu's 
orders and/or  p u r g i n g  Wu's men, whereas Yang is charged 
w i t h  " i n s t r u c t i n g "  Yu t o  do t h i s  r a t h e r  t h a n  d o i n g  i t  
h i m s e l f .  The b a s i s  of t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  however,  is  f a r  
from c l ea r .  

**Some o b s e r v e r s - - n o t  most--have t rea ted  Huang a s  a 
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r  more l l c l o s e l y  a l i g n e d "  w i t h  m o d e r a t e  
forces t h a n  was Yang Cheng-wu, and t h u s  as a new C/S 
whom t h e  m i l i t a n t s  i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s h i p  were "forc- 
ed  t o  accept." But  Huang seemed a "modera te , "  or a n  
a l l y  of t h e  moderates,  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  same s e n s e  t h a t  
Yang a n d  other  m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  had seemed t o  be: 
o n e  p r e d i s p o s e d  a g a i n s t  a m i l i t a n t  and d i s r u p t i v e  con- 
d u c t  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n , "  b u t  c a u t i o u s  a b o u t  r e s i s t i n g  
i t .  Moreover,  Huang, l i k e  Yang before h im,  had s e r v e d  
s i n c e  t h e  1930s i n  L i n  P i a o ' s  commands, had been  p r a i s e d  , 

by Mao and L i n ,  and, '  l i k e  Yang, had almost c e r t a i n l y  been  
c h o s e n  fo r  t h e  p o s t  n o t  by a n y  g r o u p  of "moderates" b u t  
b y  Mao and L i n .  T h i s  is n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  Huang w i l l  n o t  
d i s a p p o i n t  the i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  a s  Yang d i d ;  as t h e  " revo-  
l u t i o n "  p r o c e e d s ,  Huang too may f i n d  a p o i n t  a t  which  he  
f e e l s  he must  t a k e  c e r t a i n  r i s k s  t o  resist i t ,  i f  ' t h e  
PLA is n o t  t o  be r u i n e d .  

. .  
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L i n  P i a o ' s  l o n g  speech--which may have  f o l l o w e d  
a n  u n p u b l i s h e d  s p e e c h  a t t r i b u t e d  to  Mao--builds u p  t o  
t h e  c h a r g e  t h a t  Yang Cheng-wu was " u n f a i t h f u l "  t o  Mao 
a n d  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG. H e  sp ied  on Mao a n d  MadamelMao 
( L i n  s a y s ) ,  d e f e n d e d  those who were i n d i r e c t l y  c r i t i c a l  
of Mao, and p r e t e n d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  Madame Mao b u t  V e a l l y  
hated" h e r ;  i n d e e d ,  he  had s u r r e p t i t i o u s l y  set u p  a 

--special team t o  col lect  "black m a t e r i a l s "  ( d e r o g a t o r y  
i n f o r m a t i o n )  o n  t h e  Madame. T h i s  i n t r o d u c e s  a. t r u l y  re- 
m a r k a b l e  p a s s a g e  i n  d e f e n s e  of Madame Mao, i n  terms n o t  
employed for  a n y  of Mao's l i e u t e n a n t s  e x c e p t  L i n  h i m s e l f :  
t h a t  s h e  had b e e n  too  l o n g  o v e r l o o k e d ,  had p l a y e d  a " v e r y  
o u t s t a n d i n g "  r o l e  and a "great ro l e ,9 t  had managed both 
t o  be f a i t h f u l  t o  Mao's t h o u g h t  and t o  show "great c r e a t i v e  
power , t t  had "great merits," and so on .  

I 

Another  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h e  25 March meet- 
i n g  was t h e  c a l l  by Madame Mao, Kang Sheng, and Chou En- 
l a i  fo r  "exposure"  of Y a n g ' s  "black backers." T h i s  con- 
c e p t  r a i s e d  t h e  r e a l  and c r i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  
s e c o n d - l e v e l  leaders l i k e  Yang Cheng-wu--that is, below 
t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  m i l i t a n t s  who d o m i n a t e  t h e  par ty--would 
have had t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  c h a l l e n g e  ( even  i n  p r i v a t e  con- 
v e r s a t i o n s )  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  made by those l e a d e r s  and t h e  
t e m e r i t y  t o  a f f r o n t  t h e m  i n  t h e  7-8  March i n c i d e n t  i f  t h e y  
had n o t  b e e n  i n c i t e d  and g i v e n  a s s u r a n c e s  of s u p p o r t  by 
o t h e r  p o w e r f u l  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  The  t h r e a d  c o u l d  
l e a d - - i n  f a c t  or f a n c y - - t o  e i t h e r  L i n  Pia0 or Chou E n - l a i .  
That  t h i s  t h o u g h t  o c c u r r e d  to  L i n  and  Chou too seems 
e v i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  Madame i n  t h e  25 March 
m e e t i n g ,  and  p e r h a p s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  L i n t s  r e p o r t e d  remark 
--after t h e  Madame had c a l l e d  fo r  a s ea rch  fo r  t h e  " b l a c k  
backers" - - tha t  he h imsel f  was n o t  o n e  of them ( a l t h o u g h  
t h e  t o n e  of t h i s  remark  is n o t  known). Mao h i m s e l f ,  p r e -  
sumably r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  and  b e i n g  t h e  o n l y  
l e a d e r  i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  make s u c h  a d e c i s i o n ,  seems t o  
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have  d e c i d e d  n o t  t o  p r e s s  p u b l i c l y  any  s e a r c h  f o r  " b l a c k  
backers'?; t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  of t h e  case a g a i n s t  t h e  
" r i g h t i s t s "  h a s  n o t  been  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  campaign 
a g a i n s t  them. B u t  i t  seems c e r t a i n  t h a t  Madame Mao and 
her f r i e n d s  ( w i t h  Mao's b l e s s i n g )  w i l l  p r i v a t e l y  p r e s s  
t h e  s e a r c h . *  

More D e f e n s e ,  More O f f e n s e  

The r e c e n t  c h a l l e n g e  to  Madame Mao (and t h e  cen-  
t r a l  CRG as  a w h o l e )  was a g a i n  emphasized, and extreme 
d e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Madame was a g a i n  shown by other l e a d e r s ,  
a t  a r a l l y  o n  27 March a n d  a r e c e p t i o n  on 30 March. A s  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r  a t  t h e  r a l l y  of 100,000, Madame 
Mao d e f e n d e d  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n ' ?  and a l l  of 
t h e  a d v e r s e  d e c i s i o n s  on i n d i v i d u a l  leaders  t h a t  had b e e n  
made, described t h e  e f fo r t s  of t h e  r e c e n t l y - p u r g e d  m i l i -  
t a r y  l e a d e r s  t o  d i sc red i t  t h e  c e n t r a l ,  CRG, a n d  t o o k  n o t e  
t h a t  some p e o p l e  wanted t o  " f r y  me i n  o i l " ;  h e r  p a u s e s  
were f i l l e d  by t t s h o u t s f t  by H s i e h  Fu-chih ,  Yeh Chun (Madame 

* T r a v e l l e r s  a l l e g e d l y  repor ted  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  t h a t  
w a l l - p o s t e r s  d e n o u n c i n g  Chou E n - l a i  c o u l d  be s e e n  every: 
where  i n  C a n t o n ,  some of t h e m  a c c u s i n g  h im of p l a y i n g  a 
"two-faced" ro l e  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  a charge n o t  too f a r  
from t h e  a p p a r e n t  t r u t h .  Such p o s t e r s  were also r e p o r t -  
e d  i n  P e k i n g ,  some denouncing  Chou a s  t h e  '?man b e h i n d  XXX." 
T h e r e  were others,  however,  between t h e  t o p  l e v e l  and  t h e  
l e v e l  of Y a n g ' s  g r o u p ,  who c o u l d  be charged r i g h t l y  or 
wrongly  a s  "black backers." T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  t h r e e  p o l i t -  
b u r o  members l o n g  close t o  both Chou and L i n  Piao,  L i  Fu- 
chun ,  Yeh Chien-y ing ,  and Nieh  Jung-chen. Both  L i  and  
Yeh were r e p o r t e d l y  b e i n g  denounced i n  p o s t e r s  i n  l a t e  
March a s  " r i g h t i s t s , "  Yeh was denounced e x p r e s s l y  as a 
" b l a c k  backer"  of Yang, and  N i e h  Jung-chen a g a i n  came 
u n d e r  p o s t e r  a t tack  some weeks  l a t e r .  
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L i n  P i a o )  and Chen P o - t a ,  e n d o r s i n g  h e r  a n a l y s i s ,  p r a i s i n g  
h e r  c o n d u c t ,  d e n o u n c i n g  h e r  o p p o n e n t s ,  and c a l l i n g  upon 
e v e r y o n e  t o  " l e a r n l t  from h e r ,  l q s u p p o r t l l  h e r ,  c a r r y  o u t  
h e r  " d i r e c t i v e s , "  and d e f e n d  h e r  (and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG) 
" u n t i l  d e a t h . "  The same d e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Madame was 
shown i n  t h e  s p e e c h e s  of o t h e r  t o p - l e v e l  l e a d e r s - - g a n g  
Sheng,  Chen P o - t a ,  and Chou En-lai--on t h i s  o c c a s i o n .  
Chou ' s  s p e e c h  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  was r e m a r k a b l e ,  a s  L i n  P i a o ' s  
25 March s p e e c h  had b e e n ,  f o r  a p ro longed  t r i b u t e  t o  
Madame Mao, i n  which  h e  s t a t e d  e x p r e s s l y  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  leaders who had b e e n  purged  i n  t h e  
t 1 r e v o l u t i o n 1 9  had (among other o f f e n s e s )  p e r s e c u t e d  and ' 

opposed  t h e  Madame p e r s o n a l l y ,  and went  o n  t o  imply  ( a s  
had seemed to  be t h e  c a s e )  t h a t  t h e  Madame had had t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG i n  j u d g i n g  w h e t h e r  i n -  
d i v i d u a l  leaders m e t  o r  d i d  n o t  meet Mao's s t a n d a r d s  (and 
t h u s  i n  mark ing  those t o  be p u r g e d ) . *  The same l i n e  was 
t aken- -a l though  i n  a less o r c h e s t r a t e d  pe r fo rmance - -a t  
a r e c e p t i o n  f o r  a Hunan d e l e g a t i o n  on  30 March; Madame 
Mao r e p o r t e d l y  warned t h e  a u d i e n c e  tha t  it would b e  a 
l t s e r i o u s ' l  r i g h t i s t  error t o  f a i l  t o  p u t  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG 
i n  t h e  "most i m p o r t a n t  p l a c e  i n  t h e i r  minds" ( n o r m a l l y  
o c c u p i e d  by Mao's t h o u g h t ) ,  and o ther  l e a d e r s  also r e p o r t -  
e d l y  d e s c r i b e d  o n e ' s  a t t i t u d e  toward  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG a s  
a " q u e s t i o n  of f u n d a m e n t a l  s t a n d p o i n t "  and went  on  t o  
p r a i s e  t h e  Madame i n  s t r o n g  terms. A l l  of t h i s  s u g g e s t e d  
t h a t  i t  was t h e  Madame's i n t e n t i o n  t o  u s e  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG 
t o  restore w h a t e v e r  power s h e  had l o s t  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment of  t h e  p o l i t i a a l  work group--pending ,  p e r h a p s ,  a n  
e f f o r t  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  g r o u p .  

Immedia t e ly  a f t e r  t h e  25 March m e e t i n g ,  t h e  p u b l i c  
campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  n,ew r i g h t i s t s - - a g a i n s t  t h e  " r i g h t i s t  
r e s u r g e n c e "  and t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  " r e v e r s e  ve rd ic t s " - -began  
t o  s p r e a d  across the  n a t i o n .  The Honan D a i l y  began  it 
on 26 March w i t h  an  e d i t o r i a l  f o r t h r i g h t m t i t l e d  
" R e s o l u t e l y  R e p u l s e  t h e  C o u n t e r - R e v o l u t i o n a r y  B l a c k  Wind 

* I n  h e r  own i n t e r j e c t i o n s ,  Madame Mao ca l led  for  t h e  
d e f e n s e  of Mao and L i n ,  and p r a k s e d  Chou. 
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of R e v e r s i n g  V e r d i c t s  on  t h e  F e b r u a r y  Adverse  C u r r e n t . "  
The a u t h o r i t a t i v e  Shanghai  p r e s s  s o o n  f o l l o w e d ,  and i n  
t h e  n e x t  few weeks a u t h o r i t a t i v e  newspape r s  i n  most of 
t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and  major m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  were t o  c a r r y  e d i -  
t o r i a l s  d e n o u n c i n g  " r i g h t  d e v i a t i o n "  and " r i g h t  s p l i t t i s m "  
i n  g e n e r a l  and  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  " r e v e r s e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  cor- 
rect d e c i s i o n s "  o n  r i g h t i s t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and t o  r e p o r t  
r a l l i e s  t o  t h e  same end a t  which p r e v i o u s l y - d i s g r a c e d  
o f f i c i a l s  were a g a i n  produced .  

The p r e s s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  lead of  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  
working  a d e f e n s e  of Madame Mao i n t o  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  
t h e  " r i g h t i s t s . "  F o r  example ,  a n  e d i t o r i a l  of  7 A p r i l  
i n  P e k i n g  D a i l y - - r e c o g n i z e d  as  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  and r e p r i n t e d  
- - d m e m  P i a o  and t h e  Madame as  b o t h  b e i n g  Mao's 
"close comrades- in-arms",  and went  on t o  p r a i s e  h e r  f o r  
b e i n g  "most r e s o l u t e  and courageous"  and f o r  h a v i n g  made 
" o u t s t a n d i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 1 1  The Wen Hui Pao  (Shangha i )  
r e p r i n t e d  t h i s  u n d e r  a banne r  of  l f f id f ig%r  l i v e s "  t o  
d e f e n d  Mao, L i n ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee, t h e  c e n t r a l  CIdG, 
and Madame Mao. - 

" P r o l e t a r i a n  F a c t i o n a l i s m "  and O t h e r  Bad Omens 

B e g i n n i n g  o n  10 A p r i l ,  there was a n  i m p o r t a n ,  
change  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of v l f a c t i o n a l i s m . "  Whereas  
" f a c t i o n a l i s m "  f o r  t h e  first three months  of  1968 had 
meant f a c t i o n a l i s m - - t h a t  is, s e l f - s e e k i n g  and d i s o r d e r l y  
b e h a v i o r  by mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  wh ich  were supposed  t o  
form a l l i a n c e s - - a n d  was a bad t h i n g ,  it now t u r n e d  o u t  
t h a t  there was a good f a c t i o n a l i s m  and a bad f a c t i o n a l i s m .  
W r i t i n g  j o i n t l y  o n  t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  committee i n  Hunan (Mao's p l a c e  of o r i g i n ) ,  P e o p l e ' s  
D a i l  and L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  r eminded  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

g l e ,  and  went  on  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  b o u r g e o i s  f a c t i o n a l i s m  
must  be opposed .  Subsequen t  e d i t o r i a l s  were t o  make t h e  
p o i n t  expl ic i t  t h a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  f a c t i o n a l i s m  was a good 
t h i n g  and i n d e e d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  combat bourgeois f a c t i o n -  
alism, 

-- -79 a u  i e n c e  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was a c l a s s  s t r u g -  
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On 12 A p r i l ,  t h e  T s i n a n  Rad io ,  w h i c h  had been  car- 
r y i n g  on f o r  s e v e r a l  d a y s  a b o u t  " c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
d o u b l e - d e a l e r s "  ( l i k e  t h e  Yang Cheng-wu g r o u p )  i n  t h e  
Shantung p r o v i n c i a l  committee, announced t h e  p u r g e  of 
three members of its s t a n d i n g  committee ( t h e  s e c o n d - l e v e l  
of l e a d e r s h i p ) - - a p p a r e n t l y  f o r  a m i x t u r e  of " r i g h t i s t "  
and ' l u l t r a - - l e f t i s t t '  o f f e n k e s .  I t  was a l l e g e d  t h a t  i n  
c o l l u s i o n  w i t h  " c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d o u b l e - d e a l e r s  a t  
a h i g h e r  l e v e l "  (presumably  Y a n g ' s  g r o u p ) ,  t h e  three had 
c o n s p i r e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  t o p  l eade r s  of t h e  committee (one 
a p a r t y  f i g u r e ,  o n e  m i l i t a r y ) .  The o n e  known m i l i t a r y  
o f f i ce r  of t h e  three (a d e p u t y  C/S of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  MD) 
was described a s  h a v i n g  t a k e n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  t h e  con- 
s p i r a c y .  T h e r e  was no  i n d e p e n d e n t  e v i d e n c e  of a s p e c i a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween Yang Cheng-wu's g r o u p  and  any  of 
t h e  three, b u t  t h e  e v e n t  h a d ,  u n p l e a s a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  for  
other n a t i o n a l ,  r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  

W i t h i n  a few d a y s ,  there  was e v i d e n c e  t h a t  m i l i -  
t a n t  "rebel" g r o u p s  i n  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  had b e e n  f r e s h l y  
s t i m u l a t e d  by t h e  a t t a c k s  on " r i g h t i s t "  m i l i t a r y  l eade r s  
s i n c e  l a t e  March. Posters a p p e a r i n g  i n  P e k i n g  and  per -  
haps  elsewhere a t t a c k e d  Chen H s i - l i e n ,  commander of t h e  
Shenyang (Nor theas t )  MR, and Sung J e n - c h i u n g ,  former 
p o l i t i c a l  off icer  of t h a t  MR (and l o n g t i m e  p r o t e g e  of 
t h e  d i s g r a c e d  Teng H s i a o - p i n g ) ,  f o r  h a v i n g  o r d e r e d  or 
a t  l e a s t  p e r m i t t e d  armed a t t a c k s  ( u s i n g  t a n k s  and  machine- 
guns )  o n  "rebels" i n  Shenyang i n  e a r l y  A p r i l .  T h e s e  l e a d -  
ers  had r e p o r t e d l y  been  g i v e n  a v o t e  of c o n f i d e n c e  by 
Chou E n - l a i  h i m s e l f  i n  l a t e  March ,  and b o t h  t h e  f r e s h  
a c t i v i t y  of t h e  m i l i t a n t  "rebels" i n  e a r l y  A p r i l  (appar -  
e n t l y  p r o v o k i n g  m i l i t a r y  c o u n t e r - a c t i o n )  and  t h e  f r e s h  
poster  a t t a c k s  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  s u g g e s t e d  a 
belief--or hope- - tha t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  had changed .  F u r t h e r ,  
p o s t e r s  r e p o r t e d . l a r g e - s c a ! e  v i o l e n c e  i n  S h a n s i  a s  a 
r e s u l t  of c l a s h e s  be tween t h e  c i v i l i a n  head of t h e  r e v o -  
l u t i o n a r y  committee there and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  of 
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  MD. T h e r e  were c o n c u r r e n t  r e p o r t s  of heavy 
c a s u a l t i e s  i n  renewed f i g h t i n g  i n  S h e n s i ,  Szechuan ,  Kwangsi,  
Kwangtung, and Hunan. 
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A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  was s t r i k i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  
e v i d e n c e  of t h e  s t a t u s  o f  Madame Mao. 

'ror t h e  "Selected Spbeches  of Comrade Chiang  Ching" (Madame 
Mao) . The Madame was now t o  be t h e  o n l y  a c t i v e  C h i n e s e  
l e a d e r - - e x c e p t  Mao himself--whose pronouncements  were col- 
l e c t e d  for  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  f lock.* (The book is n o t  
known t o  h a v e  appeared,  however: p e r h a p s  Mao had s e c o n d  
t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  i t .  ) 

C h i n e s e  bookstoref! were t a k l n g  orc¶e?.s 

F o r  t h e  rest of A p r i l ,  t h e  t o n e  and c o n t e n t  of bo th  
t h e  c e n t r a l  and  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  p ress - -on  t h e  matters of 
b o t h  t h e  t h rea t  from t h e  r i g h t i s t s  and  t h e  v i r t u e  of pro-  
l e t a r i a n  f a c t i o n a l i s m - - c o n t i n u e d  t o  be h a r s h  and m i l i t a n t .  
Some of t h e  commentar ies - -both ,  c e n t r a l  and p r o v i n c i a l - -  
j o i n e d  t h e  two themes,  a r g u i n g  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t i s t s  c o u l d  
be c o u n t e r e d  by t h e  good f a c t i o n a l i s t s .  

On 20 A p r i l ,  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  theme t h e y  had i n t r o -  
duced o n  10 A p r i l ,  People's D a i l y  and  L i b e r a t i o n  Army 
D a i l y  wrote j o i n t l y  o n  t h e  "need t o  a p p l y  c l a s s  a n a l y s i s  
t o  f a c t i o n a l i s m . "  T h i s  e d i t o r i a l  s t r o n g l y  encouraged  t h e  
e x p r e s s i o n  of " p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f a c t i o n a l i s m ,  
and c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  o n e  must " n e v e r  d i s c a r d  a r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  p r i n c i p l e  m e r e l y  for  t h e  s a k e  of a c h i e v i n g  an outward  
a p p e a r a n c e  of p e a c e  and harmony," and  t h a t  one must  
" s t r u g g l e "  fo r  u n i t y  and n o t  "compromise" f o r  i t - - t h u s  
i n  effect  r e v e r s i n g  t h e  l i n e  t a k e n  i n  F e b r u a r y  and March. 
The S h a n g h a i  p r e s s  followed a t  o n c e ,  g o i n g  so f a r  a s  t o  
warn a g a i n s t  " f o r g e t t i n g  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  and o c c u p y i n g  
o u r s e l v e s  w i t h  i n a n e  d i s c u s s i o n  of a s t r u g g l e  t o  o p p o s e  
f a c t i o n a l i s m " - - a  p e j o r a t i v e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  p r e v i o u s  
l i n e .  The p r o v i n c i a l  p r e s s  s o o n  followed, w h j l e  c o n t i n u -  
i n g  its campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  r i g h t i s t  t h r e a t ,  a n d ,  a s  
n o t e d  a b o v e ,  sometimes r e l a t e d  t h e  t w o  themes .  

*Liu Shao-chi  ' s  b o o k l e t  on p a r t y - b u i l d i n g  had been  re- 
p u b l i s h e d  i n  1962 u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e ,  'How t o  be a Good Com- 
m u n i s t , '  b u t  L i u  was a l l e g e d l y  p r e v e n t e d  i n  1962 from 
p u b l i s h i n g  h i s  S e l e c t e d  Works. 
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I n  commenting on t h e  r i g h t i s t  (or " u l t r a - l e f t i s t "  
o b j e c t i v e l y  r i g h t i s t )  t h r e a t ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  e f f o r t  
t o  " r e v e r s e  correct v e r d i c t s "  o n  t h e  r i g h t i s t s ,  s e v e r a l  
of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  j o u r n a l s  n o t  o n l y  denounced p r e v i o u s l y -  
d i s g r a c e d  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  t h i s  and r e p o r t e d  t h e  "dragging-  
o u t "  of some of t h e m ,  b u t  s t a t e d  o r  i m p l i e d  t h a t  t h i s  
t h r e a t  was a c u r r e n t  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  
F u r t h e r ,  t h e y  i m p l i e d  t h a t  some of t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
t h e m s e l v e s  would be p u r g e d ;  i t  was s a i d ,  for  example,  t h a t  
p e r s o n s  still  i n  o f f i ce  were p r o t e c t i n g  d a n g e r o u s  r i g h t -  
ists removed from o f f i c e  b u t  still  d a n g e r o u s .  And i n  
commenting o n  f a c t i o n a l i s m ,  s e v e r a l  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
j o u r n a l s  i n d i c a t e d  n o t  o n l y  t h a t  t h e  l oca l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
would t a k e  h a r s h  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  "rebeltt g r o u p s  j u d g e d  
t o  be c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  b u t  t h a t  there  was f r e s h  f i g h t i n g  
among "rebel" g r o u p s  and new a t t a c k s  on t h e  l o c a l  a u t h -  
o r i t i e s  t h e m s e l v e s  by "rebel" g r o u p s . *  

The F i r s t  Team: Dominat ion by t h e  M i l i t a n t s  

On May Day, Mao's team offered a show of b o t h  
a s p e c t s  of its p o s i t i o n - - t h a t  is, a c o l l a g e  of moderate 
and m i l i t a n t  f e a t u r e s ,  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a n t  i n  t h e  b r i g h t e r  
colors .  The j o i n t  e d i t o r i a l  of t h e  three p r i n c i p a l  
j o u r n a l s - - P e o p l e ' s  -- D a i l y ,  Red F lag ,  and L i b e r a t i o n  Army 
Daily--on o n e  hand r e a f f i r m e d  that t h e  team was m a k m  
its way be tween t h e  p e r i l s  of t h e  r i g h t  and of t h e  u l t r a -  
l e f t ,  t h a t  it f a v o r e d  a l l i a n c e s ,  t h a t  there were " e x t r e m e l y  
f e w  bad e l e m e n t s , "  and t h a t  t h e  PLA h a d . d o n e  a g r e a t  j o b  
and must  be c h e r i s h e d ;  and on t h e  other hand t h a t  t h e  
c l a s s  s t rugg le  was i n t e n s i f y i n g  a s  t h e  ' r r e v o l u t i o n f '  pro- 
ceeded  (a S t a l i n i s t  l i n e ) ,  t h a t  a l l  " h i d d e n  r e n e g a d e s "  

* I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  there  was i n  l a t e  A p r i l  a n  eye-  
w i t n e s s  r e p o r t  of b a t t l e s  ( a l t h o u g h  a p p a r e n t l y  w i t h o u t  
heavy weapons,  and w i t h  l i t t l e  blood s p i l l e d ) ,  among 
"hundreds" of s t u d e n t s  a t  P e i t a  ( P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y ) ,  
making i t  v i r t u a l l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  there  were renewed , 

o u t b r e a k s  of v i o l e n c e  a t  many o ther  p o i n t s .  
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must  be d i s c o v e r e d ,  t h a t  a l l  e x p r e s s i o n s  of r i g h t i s m  ( i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  e f f o r t  t o  " r e v e r s e  correct d e c i s i o n s " )  
must  b e  opposed  and smashed,  a n d  t h a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  fac-  
t i o n a l i s m  was a good t h i n g .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  team 
was r e a f f i r m i n g  both t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  moderate p o l i c i e s  
i n  effect  from September  t o  l a t e  March, and t h e  m i l i t a n t  
i n i t i a t i v e s  t a k e n  s i n c e  l a t e  March--both g e n u i n e  f e a t u r e s  
of Mao's t a n g l e d  and c o n t r a d i c t o r y  " t h o u g h t , "  b u t  w i t h  
t h e  m i l i t a n t  showing a s  cloaer t o  Mao's h e a r t .  

leaders o n  May Day. The team p u t  on d i s p l a y  a l l  of t h e  
c e n t r a l  leaders n o t  known t o  be i n  o u t r i g h t  d i s g r a c e .  
T h a t  is, i t  i n c l u d e d  a number of p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  lead-  
ers known o r  b e l i e v e d  t o  be i n  some degree of d i s f a v o r ,  
i n c l u d i n g  some who had been  o u t  of t h e  news s i n c e  e a r l y  
March, t h e  t i m e  of Yang Cheng-wu's c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  t h e  cen-  
t r a l  CRG. (Some of t h e s e  were e v e n  o n  t h e  r o s t r u m  w i t h  
Mao and L i n . )  Thus Peking  was i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i t  had n o t  
y e t  f o u n d ,  or  was n o t  y e t  c h o o s i n g  t o  p o i n t  o u t ,  a n y  
'lblack backer" of Yang's  g r o u p ,  a s  a l l  of t h e  l e a d e r s  
of h i s  l e v e l  or  above were p r e s e n t .  B u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  
t h e  l i n e - u p  of l e a d e r s  on t h e  r o s t r u m  showed s t r i k i n g l y  
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e  m i l i t a n t s  who had r i s e n  i n  and o n  
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  and  of t h e  s p e c i a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  
of t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n "  w h i c h  t h e y  dominated  

The same i m p r e s s i o n  was g i v e n  by t h e  d i s p l a y  of 

On t h e  r o s t r u m  w i t h  Mao, L i n  and Chou (and a f e w  

f icers of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Madame, r a n k e d  
n i n t h  among a l l  l eade r s  p r e s e n t  b u t  s e v e n t h  among a c t i v e  
l e a d e r s )  and t h e  f i v e  o r  s i x  p r i n c i p a l  o f f icers  of t h e  
o l d  PLA/CRG ( i n c l u d i n g  Yeh Chun, L i n  P i a o ' s  w i f e ,  r a n k e d  
t w e n t i e t h  among a c t i v e  l eaders  a n d  now s e c o n d  among of- 
f icers  of t h e  PLA/CRG), now p o s s i b l y  r e a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  MAC'S p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p s .  The 
m i l i t a r y  was w e l l  r e p r e s e n t e d :  most of t h e  a c t i v e  of- 
f icers of t h e  MAC were on t h e  r o s t r u m ,  and a l l  were p r e -  
s e n t ;  almost a l l  of t h e  s u r v i v i n g  l e a d e r s  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e  and of t h e  c e n t r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  and 
s e r v i c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  were p r e s e n t ;  more t h a n  h a l f  of t h e  
commanders of m i l i t a r y  r e g i o n s  were p r e s e n t ;  and  there 
were many o t h e r  r e g i o n a l  and  p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders.  

s u r v i v o r s  f rom t h e  o l d  p o l i t b u r o )  were t h e  t o p  f i v e  of- > v  
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( R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  was d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  heavy from a r e a s  
w i t h o u t  revolutionary*committees and w i t h  a n  abnormal ' iy 
h i g h  degree o f  d i s o r d e r ,  s u c h  a s  Szechuan ,  T i b e t ,  S i n k i a n g  
and  F u k i e n ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  these of'ficers were i n  P e k i n g  
i n , p a r t  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  o n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of s u c h  com- 
mittees and  r e l a t e d  p r o b l e m s . )  

m i l i t a n t s - - a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  p o s t e r  a c c o u n t s  of t h e  f o r t u n e s  
of i n d i v i d u a l  leaders w h i c h  were o b s e r v e d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
or a p p e a r e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  May Day. On o n e  hand ,  a 
llhugel'  p o s t e r  was s e e n  w h i c h  car r ied  a self-cri t icism by 
Chen Po-ta,  head  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, r e p o r t e d l y  emphasiz-  
i n g  h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  f a v o r i n g  C h i  Pen-yu before t h e  
l a t t e r ' s  f a l l  i n  F e b r u a r y  ( t h i s  was d o u b l y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  had a p p a r e n t l y  been  Madame Mao, n o t  Chen, who 
was p r i n c i p a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  C h i ' s  r i s e ) ;  however,  
C h e n ' s  se l f -cr i t ic ism was i n  t h e  same s e l f - s e r v i n g  form 
a s  Mao's own "self-criticism" i n  October 1966 for  h a v i n g  
t r u s t e d  L i u  and  Teng,  i t  i n c l u d e d  a c l a im t h a t  he  had cor- 
r e c t e d  h i s  errors ,  and t h i s  c la im was e n d o r s e d  i n  t h e  
p o s t e r  by  H s i e h  Fu-chih ,  who described Chen a s  o n e  of 
Mao's f a i t h f u l  so ld ie rs  ( a l s o  d o u b l y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  i n  t h a t  
Chen was t h u s  c leared  by  someone w e l l  below h im i n  t h e  I 

b i e r a r c h y ) .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  there were f r e s h  p o s t e r  
a t tacks- -unaccompanied  by  any  defense- -on  Chen Y i  ( o n c e  
a n  off icer  of t h e  MAC) and s t r o n g  p o s t e r  a t t a c k s - - w i t h  
a n o t i c e  of a coming mass meeting--on N i e h  Jung-chen 
(who has been  more i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e  c o o r d i n a t o r  of C h i n a ' s  
c i v i l i a n  scientificltechnological programs t h a n  a s  a n  
o f f icer  of t h e  MAC). W i t h  t h e  l a t e  March  p o s t e r  a t t a c k s  
on Yeh Chien-y ing ,  t h i s  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  a t t a c k  three of 
those  f o u r  marsha ls  of t h e  MAC a s  of e a r l y  1967 who had 
a p p a r e n t l y  been  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  PLA's u n s a t i s -  
f a c t o r y  per formance  d u r i n g  t h e  " a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t "  ( t h e  
r i g h t i s t  r e s u r g e n c e )  of e a r l y  1967, b u t  who had seemed 
t o  make a p a r t i a l  comeback s i n c e  t h a t  time; presumably  
t h e  new wave of c o n c e r n  a b o u t  a r i g h t i s t  r e s u r g e n c e  was 
r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  f r e s h  a t t a c k s .  ' T h e  a t t a c k s  were a l so  
i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  b r i n g i n g  t o  f i v e - - t h o s e  three, p l u s  L i  
Fu-chun, and  Yu C h i u - l i - - t h e  number of close a s soc ia t e s  
of Chou E n - l a i  p u b l i c l y  a t t a c k e d  s i n c e  l a t e  March. Chou 
was, of c o u r s e ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of t h e  p o l i c i e s  

The same b a l a n c e - - t h a t  is, i m b a l a n c e ,  f a v o r i n g  t h e  
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of t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  m o d e r a t e  p e r i o d  from September  t o  l a t e  
March, and was g e n e r a l l y  regarded. a s  t h e  leader ( i n  some ' 
s e n s e )  of t h o s e  w i t h  a common i n t e r e s t  i n  m o d i f y i n g  or 
d e f l e c t i n g  p o l i c i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  I t  
t h u s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a p p e a r ,  i n  e a r l y  May, t h a t  a f u r t h e r  
p u r g e  of m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  and m o d e r a t e  f i g u r e s  l a y  ahead, 
a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  r e a s o n  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  
t h e  n e x t  wave of t h e  p u r g e  would be a l a r g e  o n e .  

m i l i t a n t s ,  and  of t h e  degree t o  w h i c h  Mao's team had be- 
come a f a m i l y  a f f a i r ,  a t  a n  8 May r e c e p t i o n  f o r  compon- 
e n t s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. I n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
a c c o u n t ,  t h e  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, t h e  o ld  PLA/CRG 
(now p e r h a p s  r e a s s i g n e d ) ,  and  t h e  ' S u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t '  
Group were grouped  w i t h  Mao and L i n ,  a l t h o u g h  most of 
them are n o t  p o l i t b u r o  members, and  most of t h e  p o l i t -  
b u r o  members were dropped  o u t  of t h e  e l i t e  g r o u p  and 
l i s t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  below. The a c c o u n t  seemed c l e a r l y  t o  
be making t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  14 f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  Mao-Lin 
g r o u p i n g  were t o  be t a k e n  as Mao's first team, h i s  "pro-  
l e t a r i a n  h e a d q u a r t e r s . "  A f t e r  Mao, L i n ,  and Chou E n - l a i  
came Chen Po-ta and Kang Sheng of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, t h e n  
L i  Fu-chun* ( t h e  same order f o r  t h e  first s i x  as o n  1 
October),  t h e n  Madame Mao, Chang Chun-chiao and  Yao Wen- 
yuan of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG ( w i t h  t h e  Madame c o n c u r r e n t l y  
o n  t h e  o l d  PLA/CRG), t h e n  H s i e h  Fu-chih a n d  Huang Yung- ' 
s h e n g  of t h e  MAC and ' S u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t '  and  p e r h a p s  t h e  . 
p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p ,  t h e n  Wu F a - h s i e n  and Yeh Chun of 
t h e  o l d  PLA/CRG (Yeh Chun now o f f i c i a l l y  s e c o n d )  a n d  
p e r h a p s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p ,  and f i n a l l y  Wang Tung- 
h s i n g  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  s e c u r i t y  s e r v i c e s .  I n  
other words, Mao's first team c o n s i s t e d  of h i m s e l f  and 

m i l i t a r y  leaders i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  L i n  (Huang and  Wu), three 

T h e r e  was a n  e v e n  more s t r i k i n g  d i s p l a y  of t h e  

' L i n ,  t h e i r  w i v e s ,  t h e  p a r t y  p o l i c e  c h i e f  (Kang) ,  two 

*Li  seemed t h e  o n l y  i n c o n g r u o u s  f i g u r e - - t h a t  is, t h e  
o n l y  o n e  b e l i e v e d  n o t  t o  be h i g h l y  a c t i v e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  and  n o t  regarded by Mao as f u l l y  re l i -  
able .  

I .  

i .  
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p r o p a g a n d i s t s ,  two government  leaders  (Chou ,and L i )  and 
t w o  more pol icemen ( H s i e h  and Wang). T h e r e  is no  way t o  
make t h i s  l%st come o u t  a s  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  m o d e r a t e . *  

The same g r o u p  ( less  Chang Chun-chiao,  a b s e n t  i n  
S h a n g h a i )  was a g a i n  d i s p l a y e d  on 20 May a s  t h e  f i r s t  team. 
E s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same g r o u p  was d i s p l a y e d  a g a i n  i n  e a r l y  
J u n e ,  b u t  t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  odd man--Li Fu-chun--excluded 
and l i s t e d  below. 

The S c a l e  of t h e  P u r g e  

I t  r e m a i n s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  sca le  of t h e  p u r g e s  of 
t h e  PLA l e a d e r s h i p - - f r o m  t h e  v e r y  t o p  l e v e l  t o  t h e  l e v e l  
of p r o v i n c i a l  commanders--is n o t  g e n e r a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d ,  
The pu rge  o f  t h e  PLA h a s  n o t  b e e n  on  t h e  same scale  a s  
t h e  p u r g e  of t h e  p a r t y ,  h a s  n o r m a l l y  s t r u c k  o n l y  a few 
off icers  a t  a t i m e ,  and has  been  less p u b l i c i z e d ,  b u t  
c u m u l a t i v e l y  i t  h a s  been  f o r m i d a b l e .  A b r i e f  r e v i e w  
f o l l o w s .  

As f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  g u i d i n g  body,  t h e  M i l i t a r y  
A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  (MAC), Chairman Mao and d e  f ac to  C h a i r -  
man L i n  P i a 0  have  r ema ined  i n  p l a c e ,  b u t ,  of t h e t h e r  
s e v e n  known o f f i ce r s  when t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  began ,  o n e  ' 

was purged  a t  o n c e  (Lo J u i - c h i n g )  , a n o t h e r  by t h e  end of 

* S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  o n  16 May, t h e  t h r e e  c e n t r a l  
j o u r n a l s - - P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y ,  Red F l a g ,  and  L i b e r a t i o n  Army 
Da i ly - -pub l i shed  a j o i n t  e d i t o r i a l  on t h e  second  a n n i v e r -  
s a r y  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee c i r c u l a r  w h i c h  " f o r m a l l y "  

. l a u n c h e d  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  I t  was a p p r o p r i a t e l y  
m i l i t a n t ,  denounc ing  s e v e r a l  d i s c r e d i t e d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
by name a s  l l r e n e g a d e s l t  and enemy a g e n t s ,  r e a f f i r m i n g  Mao's 
p o l i c y  of " p u t t i n g  d e s t r u c t i o n  first," p o i n t i n g  a g a i n  t o  
t h e  d a n g e r s  of  t h e  " r i g h t - d e v i a t i o n i s t  t r e n d  of t r y i n g  
t o  reverse correct d e c i s i o n s , "  and c a l l i n g  f o r  a c o n t i n u a -  
t i o n  o f  " a t t a c k s  on  t h e  c lass  enemy." 
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1966 (Ho Lung),  a n o t h e r  was s o o n  dropped  (Chen Y i ) ,  and 
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  fou r  ( N i e h  Jung-chen,  L i u  Po-cheng, Hsu 
Hsiang-chien ,  a n d  Yeh Chien-y ing)  were d i s p l a c e d  a s  a c t i v e  
leaders by t h e  f o u r  r i s i n g  f i g u r e s  added i n  e a r l y  1967, 
a l t h o u g h  so f a r  a s  is known t h e  f o u r  m a r s h a l s  a r e  still  
members of t h e  MAC s t a n d i n g  committee. Moreover ,  t w o  
of t h e  f o u r  added  in 1967 (Hsiao Hua and  Yang Cheng-wu) 
have  s i n c e  b e e n  p u r g e d .  The e f f e c t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  seems 
t o  amount t o  L i n  Piao,  H s i e h  Fu-chih ,  Su Yu, and  t h e  
r e c e n t l y - a d d e d  Huang Yung-sheng; Wu F a - h s i e n  is a n  un- 
reported b u t  p o s s i b l e  f i f t h .  

o r g a n  formed to  c o n d u c t  t h e  p u r g e ,  has  s u f f e r e d  t h e  normal  
f a t e  of p u r g i n g  i n s t r u m e n t s - - t o  be purged  i t s e l f  w i t h  
e v e r y  s h i f t  i n  t h e  l i n e .  Of its f o u r  c h a i r m e n  i n  i ts 
s h o r t  l i f e ,  i n  1967 two were purged  ( L i u  Chih-chien  a n d  
Hsiao Hua) and a t h i r d  (Hsu H s i a n g - c h i e n )  was removed 
and demoted, and of its other e i g h t  known off icers  f i v e  
have b e e n  purged  (Yang Cheng-wu, Hsu L i - c h i n g ,  Kuan Feng,  
H s i e h  Tang-chung, L i  Man-tsun). The o n l y  , s u r v i v i n g  of- 
f icers--if t h e  g r o u p  i t s e l f  has surv ived--have  b e e n  .Madame 
Mao, f f a d v i s o r f f  and  de fac to  c h i e f ,  Wu F a - h s i e n  (cha i rman 
s i n c e  August 1967),Wa-in-ting a n d  Chiu  H u i - t s o ;  Yeh 
Chun (Madame L i n  Piao) h a s  o b v i o u s l y  moved from l o w l y  
member t o  r a n k  b e h i n d  Wu F a - h s i e n  i n  t h i s  g r o u p  or its 
s u c c e s s o r ,  and others (e .g . ,  L i  Tso-peng, Chang Hsiu-  
chuan ,  L i u  Hsien-chuan)  may have  been  added t o  t h e  of- 
ficers. However, a s  n o t e d ,  t h e  PLA/CRG may have  been  
d i s b a n d e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  and  i ts  of f icers  r G s i g n e d  t o  t h e  
c e n t r a l  CRG and. t h e  MAC'S p o l i t i c a l  work g r o u p s .  

The PLA's C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Group, t h e  s p e c i a l  

As fo r  t h e  foremost c o n v e n t i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n ,  
t h e  M i n i s t r y  of N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e ,  M i n i s t e r  L i n  Pia0 h a s  
p r o s p e r e d ,  b u t ,  of t h e  other  e i g h t  r a n k i n g  officers when 
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n v f  began ,  three d e p u t y  m i n i s t e r s  and t h e  
head of t h e  g e n e r a l  o f f ice  were purged  by e a r l y  1967 (LO 
J u i - c h i n g ,  Hsu Kuang-ta,  L i a o  Han-sheng, and  Hsiao Hsiang-  
j u n g ) .  S i n c e  t h a t  time, t h e  M i n i s t r y ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  
a p p a r e n t l y  been  s t a b l e - - L i n ,  Hsiao Ching-kuang, Su Yu, 
Wang Shu-sheng, and Hsu Shih-yu;  b u t  o t h e r s  may have  been  
added.  
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The G e n e r a l  S t a f f  ( w h i c h  c o o r d i n a t e s  combat o p e r a -  
t i o n s )  l o s t  two c h i e f s - o f - s t a f f  t o  t h e  p u r g e  (first Lo 
J u i - c h i n g ,  t h e n  Yang Cheng-wu), and of t h e  other  t e n  p r i n -  
c i p a l  o f f icers  when t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  began a t  l e a s t  f i v e  
h a v e  been  p u r g e d  ( d e p u t i e s  Chang Ai-ping,  Peng Shao-hui ,  
and  Yang Yung, a n d  o p e r a t i o n a l  d i r e c t o r s  Wang Shang-jung 
and L e i  Ying-fu) a n d  a n o t h e r  d e p u t y  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  m i s s i n g  
(Chang Tsung-hsun) .  The e f f e c t i v e  o f f icers  are t h e  new 
c h i e f - o f - s t a f f ,  Huang Yung-sheng; t h e  new d e p u t i e s  Wu 
Fa-hs ien  and  Wen Yu-cheng, and ( a p p a r e n t l y )  t h e  o ld  
d e p u t i e s  L i  Tien-yu ,  Wang Shu-sheng, Wang H s i n - t i n g ,  and 
Han Hsien-chu,  

The G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment ,  a s  a n  o r g a n  
r e s p o n s i b l e  for p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  and s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  has  
b e e n  wiped o u t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  n o m i n a l l y  ex is t s .  
Its director  (Hsiao Hua) and  a t  l e a s t  two of its d e p u t y  
directors  ( L i a n g  Pi -yeh  and L i u  Chih-chien)  a r e  known 
t o  have been  p u r g e d ,  two others  (Fu Chung and Hsu Li- 
c h i n g )  have  a p p a r e n t l y  been  pu rged ,  a n o t h e r  (Yuan Tzu- 
c h i n )  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  m i s s i n g ,  and o n l y  o n e  ( L i  Tien-yu)  
h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  f a v o r  (and n o t  i n  t h i s  p o s t ) .  

r ear  s e r v i c e s ,  t r a i n i n g ,  c a d r e s ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  s e c u r i t y )  
c o n t i n u e  t o  e l u d e  a s s e s s m e n t ,  a s  few of t h e i r  directors 
were known when t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n l l  began ,  and v e r y  few have 
been  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  those p o s t s  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .  Some 
have  remained  i n  f a v o r  as  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  some a p p a r e n t l y  
h a v e  n o t .  

Of t h e  13 p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e s  of t h e  s e v e n  p r i n c i p a l  
s e r v i c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s *  a s  of l a t e  1965--the commanders and  
p o l i t i c a l  o f f i ce r s ,  w i t h  o n e  d u a l - - s i x  are known o r  be- 
l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  purged .  Of t h e  A i r  F o r c e ,  commander 

The other  k e y  d e p a r t m e n t s  and s u b - d e p a r t m e n t s  ( e . g .  

*There is a p p a r e n t l y  a n  e i g h t h  s e r v i c e  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
of t h e  S i g n a l  C o r p s ;  i t  is n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  here b e c a u s e  
i t  is n o t  known when Chiang  Wen and Huang Wen-ming as- 
sumed. t h e i r  p o s t s .  



Wu Fa-hs i en  h a s  p r o s p e r e d  and r i s e n ,  b u t  p o l i t i c a l  o f -  
f i c e r  Yu L i - c h i n  was r e c e n t l y  p u r g e d .  Of t h e  Navy, com- 
mander Hsiao Ching-kuang h a s  s u r v i v e d ,  b u t  p o l i t i c a l  of - 
f i c e r  Su Chen-hua was purged .  Of t h e  Armored F o r c e s ,  com- 
mander Hsu Kuang-ta was purged ,  w h i l e  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  
Huang Chhh-yung has  s u r v i v e d .  Of t h e  E n g i n e e r s ,  command- 
er Chen Shih-chu  a p p a r e n t l y  s u r v i v e d  ( b u t  has  been  o u t  
of s i g h t ) ,  and  t h e  presumed p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  Tan Fu- jen  
has a lso made i t .  Of t h e  Rai lway Corps, b o t h  commander 
L i  Shou-hsuan and  p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer  T s u i  Tien-min have  
a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  p u r g e d ,  Of t h e  A r t i l l e r y  F o r c e s ,  com- 
mander Wu Ko-jua h a s  a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  p u r g e d ,  w h i l e  po l i -  
t i c a l  o f f i c e r  Chen J e n - c h i  has a p p a r e n t l y  s u r v i v e d .  And 
o f  t h e  P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  F o r c e s ,  H s i e h  Fu-ch ih ,  b e l i e v e d  
t o  be s t i l l  b o t h  commander and p o l i t i c a l  o f f icer ,  h a s  
r i s e n  h i g h  o n  t h e  V e v o l u t i o n . "  

I n  sum, o f  t h e  65 t o p  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
m i l i t a r y  leadersh ip ,  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  of a t  l e a s t  35 of t h e s e  
p o s i t i o n s - - a t  l eas t  28 i n d i v i d u a l s - - a r e  known or b e l i e v e d  
t o  have  been  p u r g e d ,  and s e v e r a l  o thers  have  been  d i s -  
p l a c e d  a s  a c t i v e  leaders. Half  of t h e  28 purged  o f f icers  
of t h e  c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  were m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  and 
h a l f  were p o l i t i c a l  s p e c i a l i s t s .  

The p i c t u r e  is much t h e  same for t h e  13 m i l i t a r y  
r e g i o n s .  Of  t h e  P e k i n g  MFt, Yang Yung and L i a o  Han-sheng 
were both p u r g e d  by e a r l y  1967 ( s u c c e s s o r s  Cheng Wei-shan 
and  H s i e h  Fu-ch ih  have  remained  i n  f a v o r ) ,  Of t h e  I n n e r  
Mongolian MR, Ulanfu  ( d u a l )  was p u r g e d  i n  1 9 6 6  ( s u c c e s -  
sors Teng Hai -ch ing  and Wu Tao have r ema ined  i n  f a v o r ) .  
Of t h e  Shenyang MR, Chen H s i - l i e n  h a s  p r o s p e r e d  b u t  Sung 
Jen -ch iung  was r e p l a c e d  (successor Pan Fu-sheng h a s  ap- 
p a r e n t l y  r ema ined  i n  f a v o r ) .  Of t h e  T s i n a n  MR, Yang Te- 
c h i h  r e m a i n s  i n  f a v o r  b u t  Tan Ch i - lung  was purged  (suc-  
cessor Wang Hsiao-yu is i n  f a v o r ) ,  Of t h e  Nanking MR, 
Hsu Shih-yu h a s  remained  i n  f a v o r  b u t  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  of-  
f icer  was r e p l a c e d  (by Chang Chun-chiao ,  who h a s  p r o s p e r -  
e d ) .  Of t h e  Foochow MR, Han Hsien-chu has  r ema ined  i n  
favor ,  b u t  Yeh F e i  was purged  ( h i s  r e p l a c e m e n t  h a s  n o t  
been  i d e n t i f i e d ) .  O f  t h e  Canton  MR, Huang Yung-sheng 
h a s  b e e n  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  P e k i n g  ( i n  h i g h  f a v o r )  w h i l e  Tao  
Chu was purged  ( n e i t h e r  r e p l a c e m e n t  h a s  been  i d e n t i f i e d ) .  
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Of t h e  Wuhan'MR, Chen T s a i - t a o  and Wang Jen-chung and h i s  
s u c c e s s o r  Chung Han-hua were a l l  purged  ( s u c c e s s o r s  Tseng 
Szu-yu and L i u  Feng a r e  still  i n  f a v o r ) .  
MR, Chin  C h i - w e i  has  a p p a r e n t l y  been  removed ( h i s  r e p l a c e -  
ment h a s  n o t  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d ) ,  w h i l e  Yen Hung-yen was a 
s u i c i d e  ( s u c c e s s o r  L i  Tsa i -han  is i n  f a v o r ) .  Of t h e  
Chengtu MR, Huang H s i n - t i n g  and L i  Ching-chuan were , 

purged i n  1966 a n d  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  Wei Chieh  and  Kan 
Wei-han were removed and  p e r h a p s  purged  i n  1967 ( s u c c e s -  
s o r s  L i a n g  Hsing-chu a n d  Chang Kuo-hua a p p e a r  t o  remain  
i n  f a v o r ) .  Of t h e  Lanchow MR, Chang T a - c h i h  and H s i e n  
Heng-han have a p p a r e n t l y  remained  i n  f a v o r  from t h e  s t a r t  
( t h e  o n l y  s u c h  case, where  b o t h  s u r v i v e d ) .  Of t h e  S i n k i a n g  
MR, Wang En-mao (a d u a l )  h a s  s u r v i v e d  b u t  has  been  removed 
from S i n k i a n g  a n d f m a y  y e t  be purged .  Of t h e  T i b e t  aaZ,  
Chang Kuo-hua k e p t  t h e  t i t l e  b u t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Chengtu 
( a c t i n g  commander J e n  J u n g  h a s  a p p e a r e d  i n  f a v o r ,  a l t h o u g h  
there is some d o u b t  a b o u t  him), and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  officer 
h a s  n o t  been  i d e n t i f i e d )  I I n  sum, of t h e  24 key f i g u r e s  
(two d u a l )  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  commands when t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  
b e g a n ,  a t  l ea s t  15 h a v e  b e e n  purged or  removed, and three 
of t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  have  a l r e a d y  been  purged  o r  removed. 
Only f o u r  (of t h e  15) or f i v e  (of t h e  18) were s t r i c t l y  
m i l i t a r y  commanders; two were d u a l s ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t  were 
p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers ,  m a i n l y  purged f o r  t h e i r  roles i n  t h e  
p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s .  

m i l i t a r y  d i s t r i c t s  when t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  began ,  a b o u t  20 
are known or b e l i e v e d  t o ' h a v e  been  purged  or removed, and 
t h e  s t a t u s  of s e v e r a l  others h a s  been  and r ema , ins  i n  d o u b t .  
Most of those purged  were p o l i t i c a l  o f f icers ,  a n d ,  a g a i n ,  
m a i n l y  for  t h e i r  p a r t y  ro les .  

Many of t h e  r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d -  
ers who have s u r v i v e d  were exposed  t o  t h e  k i n d  of "rebel" 
a t t a c k s  wh ich  had preceded t h e  d o w n f a l l  of p o l i t i c a l  , 

f i g u r e s ,  I t  is n o t  known w h e t h e r  these a t t acks  re f lec t  
an i n t e n t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  m i l i t a n t  leaders i n  Pek- 
i n g  t o  b r i n g  down these r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  f i g u r e s  
a t  a l a t e r  d a t e .  Some o b s e r v e r s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Mao's team 
i n  P e k i n g  h a s  a l r e a d y  t r i e d  and f a i l e d  t o  b r i n g  down these 
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  o u t s i d e  P e k i n g ,  b u t  P e k i n g ' s  r e o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  of s e v e r a l  m i l i t a r y  commands has  i n d i c a t e d  a n  a b i l i t y  
t o  p u r g e  any  m i l i t a r y  command whenever  i t  choose$. 

O f  t h e  Kunming 

F i n a l l y ,  of t h e  44 key f i g u r e s  of t h e  22 p r o v i n c i a l  
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CONCLUSIONS 

Mae's Dominat ion 

The f i r s t  and f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n c l u s i o n  is t h a t  Mao 
T s e - t u n g  has  b e e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  i n ,  and t h e  s o u r c e  
of b a s i c  p o l i c i e s  f o r ,  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h e  
man i n  c h a r g e ,  i f  n o t  a l w a y s  i n  c o n t r o l  of e v e n t s .  A t  
t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  is Mao's c o n v i c t i o n  of t h e  
a b s o l u t e  c o r r e c t n e s s  of h i s  l l t h o u g h t , l l  c e n t r a l  t o  which  
is h i s  belief i n  t h e  power of t h e  f a n a t i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  w i l l ,  and  Mao's o b s e s s i v e  c o n c e r n  w i k h  d e v e l o p i n g  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s o r s "  who w i l l  be v e h i c l e s  of  t h a t  
w i l l  and  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h a t  " t h o u g h t . "  The v t r e v o l u t i o n l f  
h a s  e x h i b i t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  s u c h  f e a t u r e s  of Mao's c h a r -  
acter  a s  h i s  b o u n d l e s s  v a n i t y ,  h i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p a r a n o i d  
s u s p i c i o n ,  and  h i s  v i n d i c t i v e n e s s .  

I n  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  Mao has  e x h i b i t e d  
c e r t a i n  u n s t a b l e  and i r r a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  w h i c h ,  p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  s i n c e  1957, have come t o  p e r v a d e  h i s  s t y l e  of 
l e a d e r s h i p .  H e  c o n s t r u c t s  f a n t a s i e s  and i n s i s t s  t h a t  
o thers  a c t  as i f  these were t h e  r e a l  wor ld .  H e  es tab l i shes  
a s  p o l i c y  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a s p e c t s  of h i s  " t h o u g h t "  w i t h o u t  . 
e x p l a i n i n g  how t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a r e  t o  be r e c o n c i l e d ,  
a n d  h e  i s s u e s  e q u i v o c a l  d i r e c t i v e s  which  p e r m i t  him t o  
s h i f t  a t  w i l l  . w i t h o u t  a d m i t t i n g  a r e v e r s a l  of c o u r s e .  
H e  d e f i n e s  h i s  own p o s i t i o n  (when d e c i s i o n s  must  be made) 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a s  t h e  t r u e  c e n t e r  be tween t h e  errors  of 
t h e  " r i g h t t 1  and  t h e  "extreme ' l e f t ;  ' I 1  a n d ,  'when these 
p r a c t i c e s  aLid p o l i c i e s  l e a d  t o  d i s a s t e r ,  i n s i s t s  t h a t  h i s  
g rea t  losses have  r e a l l y  been  g a i n s .  The p u r g e ' t h r o u g h -  
o u t  h a s  a l s o  e x h i b i t e d ,  on a g r a n d  s ca l e ,  s u c h  f e a t u r e s  
of Mao's p a s t  campaigns  a s  s e t t i n g  t r a p s  fo r  l eade r s  h e  
h a s  a l r e a d y  dec ided  t o  p u r g e  ( i , e . ,  g i v i n g  them jobs w h i c h  
c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  be done r i g h t ) ,  and s e t t i n g  "tests" f o r  
t h o s e  .he is undec' ided a b o u t  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  no c l ea r  
c r i t e r i a  f o r  p a s s i n g  t h o s e  tests.  H e  f i n d s  s c a p e g o a t s  
f o r  h i s  own errors ,  and  creates new o p p o n e n t s  by h i s  
a r b i t r a r y  b e h a v i o r  and d e c i s i o n s .  He r e l i e s  p r i m a r i l y  

. .  
-.. 

. .. 

. .  

-54- 



. .  

. .  

on i g n o r a n t  f a n a t i c s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  program, t h e r e b y  
a f f o r d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  a m b i t i o u s  u n d e r l i n g s  t o  ad- 
vance  t h e m s e l v e s  and d e s t r o y  t h e i r  e n e m i e s  under  t h e  p r e -  
t e x t  of b e i n g  f a i t h f u l  t o  Mao a n d  to h i s  " t h o u g h t . "  And 
he  p u n i s h e s  c r u e l l y  t h o s e  he feels  h a v e  " f a i l e d "  h im.  

self  a r g u e s  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  Mao h a s  d o m i n a t e d  and c o n t i n u e s  
t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  I t  is m o s t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a n y  
o t h e r  leader  would have g i v e n  t h e  Madame s u c h  p o s i t i o n  
and  a u t h o r i t y .  The role  of t h e  Madame i n  t h e  t l r e v o l u t i o n l l  
h a s  i l l u s t r a t e d  b o t h  Mao's i n c r e a s i n g  i s o l a t i o n  and  h i s  
l v r e v o l u t i o n a r y * l  contempt  f o r  s u c h  i s o l a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is 
r e a l l y  a c o n t e m p t  f o r  other leaders  H e  a p p e a r s  s u p r e m e l y  
c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  no mat ter  how much t h e  others  a r e  a l i e n a t e d . ,  
t h e y  w i l l  n o t  o r  c a n n o t  e f f e c t i v e l y  combine a g a i n s t  h im 
and p r e v a i l ,  The most i n t e r e s t i n g  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  "revo-  
l u t i o n "  is w h e t h e r  he  is r i g h t  aboilt t h a t .  

The r o l e  t h a t  Madame Mao has  come t o  p l a y  i n  i t -  

I n h e r e n t  I n s  t a b i  1 i t y  

T h e , f a c t  t h a t  i t  is t h e  regime i n  power t h a t  is 
c o p d u c t i n g  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  C h i n a  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  
g i v e ' t h e  s i t u a t i o n  an i n h e r e n t  i n s t a b i l i t y .  T h e o r e t i c a l l y  
t h e  l e a d e r s  c o u l d  manage t h e  a f f a i r .  As Mao s a y s ,  t h e r e  
is no n e c e s s a r y  c o n f l i c t  be tween t h e  desire  t o  p u r g e  and  
t h e  desire t o  b u i l d .  Bad i n s t i t u t i o n s  and bad men c a n  
be b r o u g h t  down, and good i n s t i t u t i o n s  and good men c a n  
be found or d e v e l o p e d  t o  r e p l a c e  them. But  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
case of C h i n a ' s  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , 1 v  t h e  defects i n  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i g u r e ,  and t h e  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  - 
of h i s  t h o u g h t  and practice,  make i t  i m p o s s i b l e  fo r  t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n "  t o  follow a n  o r d e r l y  c o u r s e  or t o  a r r i v e  a t  
a s t a b l e  end :  Mao c a n  a c c e p t  p e r i o d s  o f  r e l a t i v e  modera- 
t i o n  and q u i e s c e n c e  ( a l l  of h i s  c a m p a i g n s  allow fo r  t h e s e ) ,  
and he  c a n  e n g a g e  i n  some c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o n c u r r e n t l y  w i t h  
d e s t r u c t i o n  (as he  i n  f a c t  h a s  d o n e ,  s i n c e  e a r l y  1 9 6 7 ) ,  
b u t  he is h e a v + l y  committed tQ c a r r y i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
t h r o u g h  " t o  t h e  end"--which seems t o  mean, i n  p r a c t i c e  
t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  p u r g e  and weakening  o f  t h e  v e r y  s t r u c t u r e s  
he  is s e e k i n g  t o  b u i l d .  T h i s  h a s  a l r e a d y  happened t o  t h e  
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c e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  PLA/CRG, s p e c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  formed 
by and for  t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n . l T  I t  is b e g i n n i n g  t o  happen  
t o  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, and w i l l  p r o b a b l y  
happen t o  any new p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  f o r m a l i z e d  a t  t h e  N i n t h  
C o n g r e s s .  The d e s t r u c t i v e  p r o c e s s  may n o t  o c c u r  on t h e  
s c a l e  o f  1966-67 (which was a t i m e  of  o u t r i g h t  a n a r c h y ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  i n s t a b i l i t y ) ,  a n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  e a c h  c o n v u l s i o n  
might  be weaker  and m i g h t  c l a i m  fewer v i c t i m s .  But  Mao 
a p p a r e n t l y  w a n t s  t h e  p r o c e s s  to  c o n t i n u e  om a s c a l e  s u f -  
f i c i e n t  t o  keep China  i n  a s t a t e  o f  t u r m o i l .  And a s  h e  
f u r t h e r  d i s r u p t s  h i s  a l r e a d y  s e v e r e l y  d i so rde red  s o c i e t y ,  
he  f u r t h e r  c u t s  away h i s  a l r e a d y  narrow b a s e  of  s u p p o r t  
among t h o s e  c a p a b l e  of c o n t r i b u t i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  t o  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  of  h i s  program ( i . e . ,  p e o p l e  l i k e "  
Chou E n - l a i ,  L i  Fu-chun, N i e h  Jung-chen ,  and  Chen Yi, 
a s  d i s t i n c t  from t h e  t h e o r i s t s  and f a n a t i c s  l i k e  Chen 
P o - t a ,  Kang Sheng,  Madame Mao, and most o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  
of t h e  s p e c i a l  g r o u p s  se t  up  t o  c o n d u c t  t h e  p u r g e ) .  A 
h i g h  d e g r e e  of  i n s t a b i l i t y  is e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  t e n s i o n  
among i n d i v i d u a l  l e a d e r s  and i n  t h e  pronouncements  of 
t h e  p a r t y  p r e s s ,  I n s t a b i l i t y  is a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  leader- 
s h i p ' s  c u r r e n t  l i n e  t h a t  i t  must  c h a r t  a p r e c a r i o u s  pas-  
s a g e  be tween t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  " u l t r a  l e f t , "  c o n s t a n t l y  
i n  d a n g e r  of a t t a c k  f rom e i the r  extreme, and c o n s t a n t l y  
t h r e a t e n e d  by t h o s e  who p r e t e n d  t o  be s u p p o r t i n g  Mao b u t  
a r e  r e a l l y  ? d o u b l e - d e a l e r s . 1 1  I n  s u c h  t u r b u l e n t  s e a s ,  so 
t h e  l i n e  goes, o n l y  t h e  "great liplmsmarivcan be s u r e  w h e r e  
t h e  b o a t  is and where i t  is supposed  t o  be g o i n g .  

D i v i s i o n s  i n  t h e  L e a d e r s h i p  

No l a r g e  g r o u p  of p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  leaders c o u l d  
be e x p e c t e d  t o  be u n i t e d  o n  a n  u n d e r t a k i n g  a s  extreme a s  
t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . 1 T  Moreover ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  was 
c o n c e i v e d  to  wipe  o u t  r e s i s t a n c e - - w h e t h e r  c o n s c i o u s  or 
unconsc ious - - to  Mao's w i l l ;  t h u s  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s i s t a n c e  
and d i s u n i t y  was i n e v i t a b l e .  

The p i c t u r e  Chat  emerges, however ,  is n o t  t h a t  of 
a t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  composed of a c l e a r l y  d e f i n a b l e  v l r a d i c a l l l  
f a c t i o n  and a c l e a r l y  d e f i n a b l e  " c o n s e r v a t i v e "  f a c t i o n  
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l o c k e d  i n  a s t r u g g l e  f o r  power or i n f l u e n c e  i n  which  
c h a n g e s  i n  p o l i c y  c a n  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  " v i c t o r y "  of 
one  f a c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r .  F o r  o n e  t h i n g ,  a l l  of t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  l e a d e r s  have been c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  bo th  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i v e  and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  e l e m e n t s  of Mao's ven- 
t u r e .  F o r  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  g r o u p s  d e s c r i b e d  w i t h  these 
terms have  n o t  been  s t a b l e .  . B o t h  l o o s e l y l d e f i n e d  g r o u p s  
have  b e e n  h e a v i l y  p u r g e d ,  and t h e  l e a d e r s  of e a c h  have  
sometimes t a k e n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t o  r e h a b i l i t a t e  or t o  purge  \ 

or c r i t i c i ze  lesser f i g u r e s  of t h e  g r o u p  (e.g. t h e  Madame 
p u r g i n g  t h e  " u l t r a l e f t i s t s "  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG, Chou En- , 

l a i  c r i t i c i z i n g  Chen Y i ) .  But  of  g rea tes t  i m p o r t a n c e ,  
Mao h a s  r e m a i n e d  above  b o t h  g r o u p s ,  h a s  a s s i g n e d  t h e i r  

. ro les  t o  both  g r o u p s  and t o  t h e i r  leaders,  and h a s  been  
t h e  u l t i m a t e  a rb i t e r  a s  t o  wh ich  p e r s o n s  a r e  t o  p r o s p e r  
and w h i c h  a re  t o  f a l l .  I n  other words ,  t h e  v a c i l l a t i o n  
i n  P e k i n g ' s  p o l i c i e s  h a s  r e f l e c t e d  p r i m a r i l y  Mao's own 
u n s t e a d i n e s s  and c a p r i c e  a s  t h e  ''helmsman.1r 

N e v e r t h e l e s s .  w i t h  these c a v e a t s  i n  mind. t h e r e  
. have b e e n  i m p o r t a n t ' d i f  f e r e n c e s  of d i s p o s i t i o n  and i n c l i -  

n a t i o n  among Mao's l i e u t e n a n t s - - d i f f e r e n c e s  w h i c h  s u p p o r t  
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  "groups" and w h i c h  have  seemed t o  be s h a r p -  
e n i n g .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n , "  those  a round  
Mao have  seemed t o  s o r t  t h e m s e l v e s  o u t  i n t o  (a )  t h e  t r u e  
Maoists, t h o s e  who a re  t e m p e r a m e n t a l l y  i n c l i n e d  t o  a 
m i l i t a n t  ( even  f a n a t i c a l )  course and have  h a p p i l y  p l a y e d  

, t h e  l e a d i n g  ro l e s  i n  t h e  p u r g e s ,  and (b) those who a r e  
i n c l i n e d  toward  o r d e r  and s t a b i l i t y  and have a p p e a r e d  to  
exercise a m o d e r a t i n g  i n f l u e n c e  when t h i s  h a s  been  pos- 
s ib l e .  The first g r o u p  i n c l u d e s  L i n  P i a q  who is some- 
times, l i k e  Mao, above  t h e  b a t t l e ,  and a t  other times 
f u l l y  engaged  i n  i t .  I n c l u d e d  a l s o  a r e  t h e  f i v e  p r i n -  
c i p a l s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG (Chen P o - t a ,  Madame Mao, Kang 
Sheng,  Chang Chun-chiao and Yao Wen-yuan), Madame L i n  
P i a 0  (who h a s  been w i t h  Madame hlao on t h e  PLA/CRG) , and 
t h e i r  followers a t  a l l  l e v e l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s  of 
some of t h e  most m i l i t a n t  Red Guard and ' l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  The s e c o n d  g r o u p  is composed of 
government  leaders s u c h  a s  Chou E n - l a i ,  L i  Fu-chun, Nieh 
Jung-chen, and Chen Y i ,  men r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  p r a c t i c a l  
a s p e c t s  of o p e r a t i n g  t h e  government ,  and most of t h e  
m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  below L i n  P i a o l s  l e v e l .  T h i s  s e c o n d  g r o u p  
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p r o b a b l y  i n c l u d e s  e v e n  t h o s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  who have 
p r o f i t e d  f rom t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  l i k e  C/S Huang Yung-sheng, 
and t h o s e  f o r c e d  i n t o  key  p o s i t i o n s  i n  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  . 
p u r g e  o f  t h e  PLA, s u c h  a s  H s i e h  Fu-chih  and Wu F a - h s i e n .  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  e v i d e n t ,  and t h e r e  have  p r o b a b l y  been  con-  
s c i o u s  e f fo r t s  by members of e a c h  t o  l i m i t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e '  
of t h e  other and t o  d i sc red i t  some o f  its members. 

The t e n s i o n  and c o n f l i c t  between these g r o u p s  have been . .  

i 
I 
1 

The d e s t r u c t i v e  component of t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n "  h a s  
t h u s  f a r  been dominant .  T h i s  h a s  g i v e n  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  Mao t o  c o n t i n u e  a l o n g  l i n e s  on 
w h i c h  he wanted from t h e  s t a r t  t o  go, a n d  t h i s  closer -. 
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Mao h a s  meant  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  have  
been  i n  a s t r o n g e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a n  t h e  r e l a t i v e  moderates, 
e v e n  i n  p e r i o d s  o f  r e l a t i v e  m o d e r a t i o n .  Whi le  t h e  m - i l i -  
t a n t s  have found  i t  e x p e d i e n t  t o  sacr i f ice  some second-  
l e v e l  f i g u r e s  when t h e i r  zea l  has  been  j u d g e d  e x c e s s i v e ,  
t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of  t h e  l e a d e r s  has' seemed c o m p a r a t i v e l y  
s e c u r e ;  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  modera t e  l e a d e r s  have  been  more 
h e a v i l y  a t tacked  and have  l o s t  more s u p p o r t e r s ,  and 
o n l y  o n e  of  them--Chou En- l a& a n  a p p a r e n t l y  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  
man--has seemed c o m p a r a t i v e l y  secure. Beyond t h i s ,  t h e  
l e a d e r s  of t h e  m i l i t a n t s  have  g i v e n  an i m p r e s s i o n  of 
g r e a t e r  c o h e s i o n ,  o f  work ing  c losely together toward  a g r e e d  
o b j e c t i v e s .  The r e l a t i v e  m o d e r a t e s  have n o t  seemed t o  
be a d i s c i p l i n e d  g r o u p  w i t h  a llspokesmanll ( a s  Chou En- 
l a i  is f r e q u e n t l y  d e s c r i b e d ) .  They have  seemed t o  be 
o r g a n i z e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of r e c o g n i z i n g  a community 
of  i n t e r e s t .  They have  t r i e d  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  damage i n  
p e r i o d s  of m i l i t a n t  a d v a n c e ,  have  sometimes been  a b l e  
8s i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  i n f l u e n c e  Mao i n  t h o s e  p e r i o d s  i n  w h i c h  
r a p i d l y  i n c r ' e a s i n g  d i sorder  and t h e  p r o s p e c t  of c h a o s  have 
made him amenable  t o  i n f l u e n c e  (e .g . ,  by Chou E n - l a i  and 
some m i l i t a r y  leaders i n  August 1 9 6 7 ) ,  and  t h e y  have  p l ay -  
ed l e a d i n g  roles  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of h i s  p o l i c i e s  
i n  r e l a t i v e l y  moderate p e r i o d s .  

. .. 

. ,  

I 

. :  

Developments  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  from September  1967 t o  
t h e  p r e s e n t  ( l a t e  May) i l l u s t r a t e  p r e t t y  w e l l  t h e  re la -  
t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  m i l i t a n t s  and t h e  r e l a t i v e  m o d e r a t e s .  
I n  e a r l y  Sep tember ,  i n  t h e  f a c e  of  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  d i s -  
o r d e r ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f i gu res  of Mao's team ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
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Madame) a c t e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  c a l l  o f f  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  PLA. 
They a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  PLA t o  u s e  force to p r e v e n t  seizures 
of weapons,  and t h e y  purged  some of those who had most 
a g g r e s s i v e l y  h a r a s s e d  t h e  PLA. For  months t h e r e a f t e r ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  were m i l i t a n t  i n i t i a t i v e s  and f e a t u r e s ,  
t h e  emphas i s  was on  s t a b i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  a l -  
l i a n c e s ,  t h e  e n d i n g  of f a c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y ,  and t h e  b u i l d -  
i n g ' o f  a new a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s .  The m i . l i t a n t s  
seemed t o  be on t h e  d e f e n s i v e ,  and there was s p e c u l a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e s e  c h a n g e s   might^ have been  imposed on Mao by. a 
c o a l i t i o n  of government  and m i l i t a r y  leaders. By March 
there was s p e c u l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  m i l i t a n t s  
had deter iorated so f a r  t h a t  l i t t l e  rema ined  of t h e  "cu l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  b u t  t h e  name. However, t h e  c e n t r a l  r o l e  
of Mao i n  c a l l i n g  for  a " c o n s t r u c t i v e "  phase i n  Sep tember ,  
and h i s  c o n t i n u e d  c e n t r a l  ro le  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e  was con- 
f i r m e d  i n  e a r l y  March,at w h i c h  t i m e  a g r o u p  of m i l i t a r y  
leaders d i r e c t l y  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG a round  Madame Mao. Mao i m m e d i a t e l y  backed t h e  m i l i -  
t a n t s ,  purged  t h e  m i l i t a r y  leaders ,  l aunched  a n a t i o n w i d e  
campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  " r i g h t i s t s , * '  and s t i m u l a t e d  m i l i t a n t  
f a c t i o n a l i s m  among mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and even  i n  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  committees. S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  Mao h a s  r e p e a t e d l y  
d i s p l a y e d  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  as  t h e  dominant  f i g u r e s  of t h e  
team. 

T h e  PLA a s  a n  I n s t r u m e n t  

The PLA a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  h a s  s u f f e r e d  from Mao's  s t y l e  of work.  It  was or- 
dered i n t o  a c t i o n  i n  J a n u a r y  1967 t o  ' s u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t '  
w i t h o u t  b e i n g  t o l d  how t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  ' l e f t '  from t h e  
' r i g h t , '  i t  was thereaf te r  s h a r p l y  res t r ic ted and rebuked  
f o r  t a k i n g  i ts  d i r e c t i v e  a s  a mandate  t o  restore o r d e r ,  
and s e v e r a l  of its t o p - l e v e l  o f f icers  (of t h e  MAC) were 
set a s i d e .  I t  was t h e n  s u b j e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  a t t a c k s  
by t h e  "rebels,' '  and ,  when t o l d  t o  restore order a g a i n ,  
i t  was n o t  g i v e n  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a u t h o r i t y .  Many of  i ts 
judgmen t s  a s  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  ' l e f t '  were a g a i n  o v e r -  
t u r n e d  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  of 1967,  and it was t h r e a t e n e d  w i t h  
a l a r g e - s c a l e  p u r g e .  When t h i s  h a r s h n e s s  toward t h e  PLA 
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l e d  a g a i n  t o  i n c r e a s e d  disorder  and d i s r u p t i o n  by  mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e ,  PLA was t o l d  a g a i n  i n  September  t o  
t a k e  a c t i o n ,  b u t  i t  was g i v e n  v e r y  l i m i t e d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
use force; a n d ,  twice b u r n e d ,  i t  he ld  t o  a na r row,  B e l f -  
p r o t e c t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  its o r d e r s .  After i t  had 
a c h i e v e d  some s u c c e s s  i n  r e s t o r i n g  order d u r i n g  t h e  
autumn of 1967 ,  Madame Mao a g a i n  ( p e r h a p s  i n v o l u n t a r i l y )  
s t i r r ed  up  t h e  llrebelsl '  a g a i n s t  i t .  When d i s o r d e r  a g a i n  . 
i n c r e a s e d ,  Mao's team i n  P e k i n g  f a i l e d  t o  back  l o c a l  PLA 
commanders i n  u s i n g  e v e n  t h e  amount of force authorized 
i n  September .  F i n a l l y ,  w h i l e  Mao's team i n  P e k i n g  h e l p e d  
t o  r e d u c e  d i s o r d e r  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  of  1967-68 by cam- 
p a i g n i n g  a g a i n s t  f a c t i o n a l i s m  and showing s i g n s  of f a v o r  
f o r  some of t h e  r e g i o n a l  and . p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders  
a t t a c k e d  by  t h e  "rebels;" t h e  c o l l i s i o n  of  three PLA 
l e a d e r s  i h  March 1968 w i t h  Madame Mao and t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG 
was followed by f r e s h  cri t icism of t h e  PLA and f r e s h  i n -  
c i t e m e n t  of t h e  "rebels.11 

. .. 
, .  

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  t h e  PLA h a s  l o s t  
some degree of  t h e  c o n t r o l  i t  had o v e r  its own a f f a i r s .  
Loose ly  r e s p o n s i v e  i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  p a r t y  o r g a n s  l i k e  t h e  
S e c r e t a r i a t  and  t h e  G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  Depa r tmen t ,  it m u s t  
now r e s p o n d  t o  s e v e r a l  s p e c i a l  o r g a n s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
MAC--the c e n t r a l  CRG, t h e  PLA/CRG and /o r  t h e  t h r e e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  work g r o u p s ,  and t h e  ' S u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t '  Group. T h i s  I 

h a s  alsa made f o r  c o n f u s i o n .  

The PLA h a s  been  p e r i o d i c a l l y  h e l d  up  a s  a model 
and p r a i s e d  b y  Mao and o t h e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Madame), and 
i t  h a s ' g a i n e d  i n  power,  h a v i n g  been  i n  m i l i t a r y  occupa-  
t i o n  o f  t h e  main  c e n t e r s  i n  China s i n c e  e a r l y  1967 and 
h a v i n g  domina ted  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees ( l o c a l  ad- 
m i n i s t r a t i o n s )  formed s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e .  However, i t  h a s  v 

n e v e r  seemed t o  have t h e  power - -e i the r  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  or 
i n  t h e  r e g i o n s  and p r o v i n c e s - - t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f y  t h e  
c e n t r a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  dominated  by t h e  m i l i t a n t s ;  t h e  
l e a d e r s  i n  P e k i n g  have  seemed able t o  r e o r g a n i z e  and p u r g e  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  commands a t  w i l l .  

Moreover ,  its i n c r e a s e d  p o l i t i c a l  power h a s  been  
g a i n e d  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of  its m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  I t  
was much too s m a l l  ( 2 . 5  m i l l i o n )  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  p a r t y  
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(20 m i l l i o n ) ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  s p r e a d  t h i n ,  its m i l i t a r y  t r a i n -  
i n g  and weapons program have been  d i s r u p t e d .  its combat- 
r e a d i n e s s  h a s  d e c l i n e d ,  and its morale h a s  p r o b a b l y  s u f -  
f e r e d .  

l e f t  w i t h  a g rea te r  s e n s e  of r e s e n t m e n t  t h a n  of p r ide .  
T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  c o n t a i n s  e l e m e n t s  of s e r i o u s  d a n g e r  t o  Mao. 

' On b a l a n c e ,  t h e  PLA l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  p r o b a b l y  been  

The PLA a s  a n  Object 

I n  t h e  first s tage of t h e  p u r g e - - t o  August  1966-- 
t h e  v i c t i m s  i n  t h e  PLA, l i k e  t h e  v i c t i m s  i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  
were p r i m a r i l y  t h e  p r e - t a r g e t e d ,  s u c h  a s  Lo J u i - c h i n g ,  
who c o u l d  n o t  have done  a n y t h i n g  t o  s a v e  t h e m s e l v e s  s h o r t  
of s t a g i n g  a s u c c e s s f u l  coup .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  stage--of 
"bombardment" by t h e  Red G u a r d s ,  t o  J a n u a r y  1967--the 
v i c t i m s  i n  t h e  PLA, a g a i n  l i k e  t h e  v i c t i m s  i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  
were p r i m a r i l y  t hose  regarded a s  h a v i n g  f a i l e d  t h e  "test" 
( a l t h o u g h  some were r e a l l y  p r e - t a r g e t e d ) ;  t h a t  is, t h e y  
h a n d l e d  t h e  Red Guards p o o r l y ,  or t h e y  r e s i s t e d  t h e  d i s -  
r u p t i v e  impact  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  i n  t h e i r  a r e a s  of con- 
c e r n ,  or t h e y  were i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  m i l i t a n t  a s  i n s t r u m e n t s  
of t h e  p u r g e ,  o r  t h e y  had o v e r l y - c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h  
purged  l eade r s .  I n  t h e  n e x t  s tage-- the e a r l y  months of 
1967, d u r i n g  w h i c h  d i s c r e d i t e d  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  o u t s i d e  Pek- 
i n g  were removed from t h e i r  p o s t s  i n  " s e i z u r e s  of power"-- 
t h e  m i l i t a r y  v i c t i m s  were c o m p a r a t i v e l y  few, a s  Mao needed 
t h e  PLA's good w i l l  for  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e  
of order;  i n  t h i s  s t a g e ,  however ,  a number of PLA leaders 
made t h e m s e l v e s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  l a t e r  p u r g i n g  by b e i n g  too 
h a r d  o n  t h e  "rebels." The PLA v i c t i m s  i n  t h e  n e x t  s t a g e  
--summer 1967--were some of those a g g r e s s i v e  loca l  m i l i -  
t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  p l u s  t h e  i n s u b o r d i n a t e  Wuhan commanders, 
p l u s  t h o s e  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  t h e  poor  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  ' 
t h a t  l e d  t o  t h i s  ( a l l  of t h e  r e m a i n i n g  o f f icers  of t h e  
G e n e r a l  P o l i t i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t ) .  I n  t h e  n e x t  s tage*-through 
F e b r u a r y  1968, i n  which t h e  l e a d e r s  i n  P e k i n g  were re- 
p e n t i n g  t h e i r  o v e r - r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  and 
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  soothe t h e  PLA--the PLA was a g a i n  g i v e n  a 
r e s p i t e  from t h e  p u r g e ,  w h i l e  scapegoats were found among 
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s e c o n d - l e v e l  c i v i l i a n  " m i l i t a n t s "  f o r  t h e  p o l i c i e s  which  
had o f f e n d e d  t h e  PLA a s  a whole  d u r i n g  t h e  summer. I n  
t h e  most r e c e n t  s t age ,  t h e  h i g h - l e v e l  v i c t i m s  w e r e  t h o s e  
PLA leaders whocame i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG 
and w i t h  Madame Mao i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  I n  a l l  s t a g e s ,  some 
PLA leaders ,  l i k e  some p a r t y  l e a d e r s ,  f e l l  a s  a r e s u l t  
(or p a r t l y  a s  a r e s u l t )  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  v e n t u r e s  t h a t  
f a i l e d - - t h a t  is, a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s l o d g e  or d i s c r e d i t  other 
l e a d e r s  who t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be more p o w e r f u l .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of any i n d i v i d u a l  t o  d e f e n d  
h i m s e l f  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  there h a s  a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  been ,  i n  
any s t a g e  o f  t h e  p u r g e ,  any b r p a d  or c o o r d i n a t e d  e f f o r t  
by any  g r o u p  of  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  t o  resist t h e  pu rge .  
T h e r e  h a s  been  maneuver ing  f o r  s u r v i v a l - - t r y i n g  t o  de- 
f l e c r t  a t t a c k s ,  t r y i n g  t o  e v a d e  or b l u n t  d i r e c t i v e s ,  p l ay -  
i n g  for  time, and so on--but ,  so f a r  a s  is known, there 
h a s  been  no a t t e m p t  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  r e s i s t a n c e  o u t s i d e  
P e k i n g  or t o  s t a g e  a coup i n  order t o  depose  Mao and get 
r i d  o f  L i n  P i a o  and t h e  o the r  m i l i t a n t s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  
CRG. The r e a s o n  may be t h a t  Mao has  n e v e r  t a k e n  o n  a 
l a r g e  enough g r o u p  of  PLA f i g u r e s  a t ,  one  t i m e - - t h a t  is, 
he h a s  brought them down i n  sma l l  g r o u p s ,  months  a p a r t ,  

.and h a s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  r e a s s u r e d  t h e  PLA t h a t  he d i d  n o t  
i n t e n d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a l a r g e - s c a l e  p u r g e ;  t h e  o n e  t h r e a t  
of s u c h  a p u r g e ,  i n  l a t e  J u l y  1967 ( p a r t  of t h e  ove r -  
r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t ) ,  was soon  wi thd rawn .  

of t h e  PLA have added u p  t o  a l a r E e - s c a l e  purge--more 
t h a n  h a l f  of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  leaders  ( h a l f  o f  whom 
were m i l i t a r y  commanders),  and a b o u t  h a l f  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  
and p r o v i n c i a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  ( b u t  m o s t l y  p o l i t i c a l s ) ,  
o r ,  overal l  ( i n c l u d i n g  a r m i e s ) ,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  o n e  i n  f o u r  
of t h e  PLA's m i l i t a r y  commanders and h a l f  of its p o l i t i c a l  
o f f i c e r s .  I t  seems c e r t a i n  t h a t  many or most of t h e  re- 
m a i n i n g  PLA l e a d e r s  do n o t  r e g a r d  those who have f a l l e n  
a s  g u i l t y  a s  c h a r g e d ,  and t h a t  there is much r e s e n t m e n t ,  
a s  well a s  fear  t h a t  s u c h  a r b i t r a r y  c r i t e r i a  w i l l  be ap-  
p l i e d  t o  t h e m s e l v e s .  Some of t h i s  f e e l i n g  is d o u b t l e s s  
f o c u s s e d  on  Madame Mao, a s  s h e  h a s  had t h e  s t a r r i n g  ro l e  
i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  pu rge  o f  t h e  PLA, h a s  l e d  t h e  a t t a c k  
on  t h e  l e a d e r s  of a l m o s t  e v e r y  g r o u p  p u r g e d ,  and h a s  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  s m a l l ,  s e p a r a t e d  p u r g e s  
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a c c u s e d  them of o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  herself p e r s o n a l l y ;  b u t  
most PLA l e a d e r s  s u r e l y  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  s h e  h a s  b e e n  ac t -  
i n g  a s  Mao's i n s t r u m e n t ,  and some may s u r m i s e  t h a t  Mao 
h a s  been  u s i n g  h e r  t o  def lec t  r e s e n t m e n t  f r o m  h i m s e l f .  

T h u s ,  w h i l e  Mao h a s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  . pu rg ing  a l a r g e  
number of h i s  r e a l  and  f a n c i e d  o p p o n e n t s  i n  t h e  PLA a s  * 

i n  t h e  p a r t y ,  i n  so  d o i n g  he  h a s  almost c e r t a i n l y  i n -  
creased t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  a l i e n a t e d .  T h i s  accumula t ed  
r e s e n t m e n t  of t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  PLA both a s  i n s t r u -  
ment and a s  ob jec t ,  when combined w i t h  t h e  wel l -gounded 
f e a r  of p u r g e s  still  t o  come, makes t h e  PLA ( t h e  p a r t y ' s  
"gun") a n  e x p l o s i v e  weapon. To t o p p l e  Mao h i m s e l f  would 
p r o b a b l y  r e q u i r e  h i s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  or a ' m i l i t a r y  coup,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  some form of d e f i a n c e  from commanders o u t s i d e  
Pek ing .  

Mao ' s  Narrowing  Base  

Thus  f a r ,  Mao seems t o  view t h e  r e su l t s  of t h e  
" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a s  wor th  t h e i r  s t a g g e r i n g  cost i n  , 
terms of s o c i a l  d i s o r d e r ,  economic d i s l o c a t i o n ,  popu la r .  
d e m o r a l i z a t i o n ,  and d i s r u p t i o n  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h -  
ment.  As h e  seems t o  view t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  h e  h a s  s u c c e s s -  
f u l l y  pu rged  those  whom he wanted t o  purge,  e v e n  though  
t h e  numbers .go  f a r  beyond h i s  e a r l i e r  c a l c u l a t i o n s .  A s  
he  sees i t ,  he is s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  from t h e  
r e v i s i o n i s t s ,  and  c r e a t i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  successors" from 
t h e  young. H e  a l s o  seems t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  he is b u i l d i n g  
a new and better g o v e r n i n g  a p p a r a t u s ,  and  t h a t  i n  s o  d o i n g  
he is making a d d i t i o n a l -  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  Communist d o c t r i n e  
and p r a c t i c e  . 

' :  

To a n  o u t s i d e  o b s e r v e r ,  however ,  t h e  dominant  i m -  
p r e s s i o n  of t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s  is how nar row Mao's base 
of s u p p o r t  h a s  become--much sma l l e r ,  o n e  would t h i n k ,  t h a n  
even  Mao b e l i e v e s  i t  t o  be.  T h i s  consequence  of t h e  
" r e v o l u t i o n "  is c l e a r l y  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  
of t h e  sma l l  g r o u p  which  Mao and  L i n  began  i n  May t o  p r e -  . 
s e n t  as t h e i r  first team. The team c o n s i s t s  m a i n l y  of 
Mao and  L i n  and  e i g h t  o t h e r s  who  have  r i s e n  i n  and  o n  t h e  
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" c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  a n d  have been  i n  c h a r g e  of t h e  
s p e c i a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n " - - t h e  two w i v e s  
( b o t h  former actresses) ,  three p r o p a g a n d i s t s ,  and  t h r e  
pol icemen.  It  i n c l u d e s  o n l y  two m i l i t a r y  l eade r s  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  L i n  (Huang Yung-sheng and Wu F a - h s i e n )  and  
o n l y  o n e  or two government  l e a d e r s  (Chou E n - l a i ,  a n d  L i  
Fu-chun sometimes). O f  t h e  13 or 14, o n l y  f o u r  o r  f i v e  
(Mao, L i n ,  Chou, Kang Sheng ,  a n d  L i  i f  i n c l u d e d )  were 
on t h e  first team when t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n "  began.  

The s t a t u s  of Madame Mao both i l l u s t r a t e s  and  con- 
t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  n a r r o w i n g  of Mao's base i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s h i p .  Par t  of t h e  problem is t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of 
Mao's judgment .  Ten y e a r s  or e v e n  f i v e  y e a r s  ago h e  would 
n o t  have  imposed h i s  wife  o n  o t h e r  l e a d e r s ;  h e  would have 
f o u n d  someone else t o  do t h e  job.  The same poirht c a n  be 
made for Mao and L i n  a s  a p a r t n e r s h i p ,  by p o i n t i n g  t o  t h e  
r o l e  of Madame L i n  a s  w e l l ;  L i n t s  w i f e  may s o o n  h a v e ,  i f  
s h e  d o e s  n o t  a l r e a d y  have ,  a role s e c o n d  o n l y  t o  Mao's 
wi fe  i n  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  o n g o i n g  p u r g e  of t h e  PLA. 

l e a d e r s - - i n c l u d i n g  some o n  t h e  first team-- resent  t h e  
s t a t u s  of Madame Mao (and t h e  emerging  s t a t u s  of Madame 
L i n ,  a l t h o u g h  s h e  is n o t  y e t  o n  t h e  same l e v e l  and  is 
n o t  y e t  accorded t h e  same v e n e r a t i o n ) .  I t  was bad enough 
when Mao a l o n e  had t o  be t r e a t e d  as i n f a l l i b l e  and  sacro- 
s a n c t :  now there are  two of t h e m ,  and  t h e  s e c o n d  is, i f  
a n y t h i n g ,  more i r r a t i o n a l ,  s u s p i c i o u s ,  v a i n ,  and v i n d i c t i v e  
t h a n  t h e  first. 

T h e r e  seems no  d o u b t  t h a t  o ther  p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  

A'lthough Madame Mao and o t h e r  members of t h e  first 
team have  d e f e n d e d  and praised o n e  a n o t h e r ,  t h e r e  is 
e v i d e n c e  of d i s a g r e e m e n t  be tween t h e  Madame and  some of 
t $ e m  o n  t h e  c o n d u c t  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n . "  
l e a d e r s  o n  whom Mao's p o s i t i o n - - t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  e n t i l ' e  
first t e a m - - d i r e c t l y  depends  a r e  p r o b a b l y  t h o s e  who most 
r e s e n t  Madame Mao, and Madame L i n  a s  w e l l .  The l l r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  i n  i tself  h a s  g i v e n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  l eade r s  much add i -  
t i o n a l  r e a s o n  to  d i s l i k e  and d i s t r u s t  both Mao and L i n .  
And n o t h i n g  c o u l d  be better c a l c u l a t e d  t h a n  t h e  roles 
of t h e  two women i n  p u r g i n g  t h e  PLA t o  provoke  a d d i t i o n a l  
r e s e n t m e n t - - t o  t h e  p o i n t  of a l i e n a t i o n - - o n  t h e  p a r t  of 
C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  men: a s  C h i n e s e ,  as  m i l i t a r y ,  aad a s  
men. 

The m i l i t a r y  

. .. 

. ... 
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  n a r r o w n e s s  of Mao's b a s e  among 
c e n t r a l  l e a d e r s ,  i t  is h a r d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
f i g u r e s  who d o m i n a t e  most of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
t h r o u g h o u t  China  a r e  t r u l y  r e l i a b l e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  succes- 
so r s , "  or t h a t  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  p a r t y  f i g u r e s  a r e .  I t  
is n o t  credible t h a t  m i l i t a r y  and p a r t y  l e a d e r s ' w h o  have  
been  p u t  t h r o u g h  what  these men have  i n  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  
y e a r s  would come o u t  of it a s  d e d i c a t e d  s e r v a n t s  of t h e  
man who p u t  them t h r o u g h  i t .  W h i l e  t h e y  may be so awed 
by or f r i g h t e n e d  of Mao t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  t r y  t o  d o  what  he  
s a y s  (when t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  i t  is), t h e y  would seem 
t o  be poor  m a t e r i a l  f o r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  programs.  Mao , 

h i m s e l f  may see them t h i s  way, and may p l a n  t o  rep lace  
them when he has d e v e l o p e d  more p r o m i s i n g  l eade r s  among 
t h e  young. 

Mao h a s  made some s t u p e n d o u s  m i s t a k e s  i n  r e c e n t  , 
y e a r s .  The  "hundred  flowers" campaign ended  by a l i e n a t -  
i n g  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  whom it was o r i g i n a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  
e n l i s t ,  and  l e d  t o  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  a t t a c k s  on  Mao and h i s  
p o l i c i e s  which  p e r s u a d e d  h im t h a t  a n o t h e r  " r e v o l u t i o n "  
was n e c e s s a r y .  The "great l e a p  forward" was a n o t h e r  and 
worse d i s a s t e r ,  s e t t i n g  t h e  C h i n e s e  economy back b y  some 
yea r s .  The d i s p u t e  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  p a r t y  and t h e r e a f t e r  
w i t h  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  f u r t h e r  damaged t h e  economy, l e f t  Ch ina  
w i t h o u t  a n  i m p o r t a n t  m i l i t a r y .  a l l y ,  and  l e f t  t h e  C h i n e s e  
p a r t y  w i t h  t h e  A l b a n i a n  and .New Zea land  p a r t i e s  and a 
number of q u a r r e l i n g  s p l i n t e r  g r o u p s  a s  p o l i t i c a l  a l l i e s .  
I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  case, t h e  ' ' c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  too has  
been  a d i s a s t e r  for  Ch ina  o n  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  s c a l e .  I t  is 
n o t  c lear  w h e t h e r  it is t o  be a d i s a s t e r  fo r  Mao pe r son-  
a l l y - - t h a t  is,  w i l l  l e ad  t o  h i s  o v e r t h r o w ' b y  others l e d  
by t h e  m i l i t a r y - - b u t  h i s  p o s i t i o n  seems t o  be i d  greater  
d a n g e r  t h a n  i t  h a s  e v e r  been .  
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PROSPECTS 

C h i n a ' s  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  r e m a i n  u n s t a b l e .  
So l o n g  a s  Mao d o m i n a t e s  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  h i s  p e r s o n a l  
i n s t a b i l i t y  w i l l  be t h e  c e n t r a l  r e a s o n  for  t h i s ;  he w i l l  
work toward  f a n t a s t i c  e n d s  t h r o u g h  i r r a t i o n a l  and o f t e n  
c o n f l i c t i n g  pol ic ies ,  w i l l  p e r i o d i c a l l y  r e d e f i n e  t h e  
tlcorrect" p o s i t i o n  i n  terms t o  protect  h i m s e l f ,  and w i l l  
p u r g e  those who have f a i l ed  him. Moreover ,  h i s  team is 
mismatched, and t h e r e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be t e n s i o n  and con- 
f l i c t  among its e l e m e n t s .  I f  Mao d i e s  or is set a s i d e ,  
a pe r iod  of even  g r e a t e r  i n s t a b i l i t y  is l i k e l y .  

The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees a re  a l so  i n h e r e n t l y  
u n s t a b l e ,  and there w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  be c o n f l i c t  among 
t h e i r  three e l e m e n t s ,  e a c h  c o n t e n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  other two. 
T h i s  w i l l  l e a d  t o  per iodic  p u r g e s ,  and may become s e r i o u s  
enough t o  force Mao t o  prolong or r e t u r n  t o  a -- de  f a c t o  
m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  of much of Ch ina .  

A N i n t h  P a r t y  C o n g r e s s  may y e t  be h e l d  i n  1968, 
a l t h o u g h  Mao's spokesmen have seemed t o  be r e t r e a t i n g  
from t h i s .  I n  any  c a s e ,  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  a re  l i k e l y  t o  be 
p redominan t  i n  t h e  new p o l i t b u r o  and s ec re t a r i a t .  W h i l e  
these m i l i t a n t s  a re  l i k e l y  t o  domina te  t h e  proc.ess of 
c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  new p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  t h r o u g h o u t  C h i n a ,  
a c o n f l i c t  may be b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  camp of t h e  m i l i t a n t s  

.--between t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG on one  hand and L i n  P i a 0  o n  t h e  
other .  T h a t  is, i f  g a n g  Sheng and Madame Mao are  t o  r u n  
t h e  new s e c r e t a r i a t  ( t a k i n g  o v e r  from t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG), 
t h e y  presumably  have a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  k e e p i n g  m i l i t a r y  
leaders-who now d o m i n a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees-- 
o u t  of key p a r t y  p o s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  C h i n a ,  and g e t t i n g  
t h e i r  own followers i n ;  b u t  L i n  P i a o ,  l o o k i n g  ahead t o  
t h e  s u c c e s s i o n ,  may want  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  t o  occupy key  
p a r t y  p o s t s  c o n c u r r e n t  1 y . 

Mao's team seems l i k e l y  ( a s  i t  h a s  been  i m p l y i n g  
i n  r e c e n t  weeks) t o  c a r r y  t h e  p u r g e s  f u r t h e r .  T h i s  would 
m e a n ' t o  t a k e  h a r s h e r  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  former leaders  
a l r e a d y  d i s g r a c e d  ( L i u  Shao-chi e t  a l . ) ,  to  b r i n g  down 
some of those " r e h a b i l i t a t e d "  i n  t h e  course of t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n ,  and t o  d i s c o v e r  "hidden" c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

I 
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among p a r t y  and m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  n o t  y e t  t o u c h e d .  (If  
n o t ,  i t  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  mean t h a t  Mao is b e i n g  b l o c k e d . )  
I n  any  case, so l o n g  a s  Mao c o n t i n u e s  t o  domina te  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  there w i l l  be per iodic  p u r g e s ;  his s t y l e  of 
work r e q u i r e s  t h a t ,  w i t h  e v e r y  u p s u r g e  of t h e  " r e v o l u -  
t i o n , "  some o f  t hose  who opposed  i t  must  f a l l ,  a n d ,  w i t h  
e v e r y  r e t r e a t ,  some s c a p e g o a t s  mus t  be found f o r  "excesses." 
I t  is i d l e  t o  p rophesy  which  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  f a l l ;  ex- 
c e p t  f o r  L i n  P i a 0  and Madame Mao ( t h e  f a l l  of ei-ther of 
whom would p r o b a b l y  mean t h a t  Mao h i m s e l f  was on  t h e  way 
o u t ) ,  no  one  seems e n t i r e l y  s e c u r e ,  n o t  even  t h e  o ther  
leaders  of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG or Chou E n - l a i ,  S e v e r a l  of 
t h e  cen t r a l  and r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  seem p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  i n s e c u r e ,  i n  t h e  wake of t h e  Yang Cheng-wu c a s e .  

c o n t i n u e  t o  l i e  i n  t h e  t h r e a t  h e  p o s e s  t o  others ,  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  h i s  f u r t h e r  p u r g e s  of t h e  PLA. The worst  
of a l l  m i s t a k e s  would  seem t o  be t o  g i v e  Madame Mao a 
r e a l l y  free hand.  Apar t  from t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a s s a s -  
s i n a t i o n  by a n  i s o l a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  a g r i e v a n c e ,  Mao 
m i g h t  provoke  PLA l e a d e r s  (other  t h a n  L i n )  t o  combine 
a g a i n s t  him--in t h e  form of a c o u p ,  p l anned  i n  P e k i n g  
and c a r r i e d  o u t  e i t h e r  there o r  on one  of Mao's t o u r s .  
H e  m i g h t  p rovoke  t h i s  by t a k i n g  a c t i o n  w h i c h  would  be  
s e e n  a s  p r e s a g i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  , 

or by  a g a i n  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  PLA ( a s  i n  J u l y  1967)  w i t h  
a l a r g e - s c a l e  f u r t h e r  pu rge  of c e n t r a l  and r e g i o n a l  l e a d -  
e r s ,  o r ,  c o n c e i v a b l y ,  by t h r e a t e n i n g  Chou E n - l a i ,  who is 
p r o b a b l y  r e g a r d e d  by PLA l e a d e r s  a s  b e i n g  a t  l e a s t  a s  much 
t h e i r  champion a s  L i n  P i a 0  is. ( A  c o u p  a g a i n s t  Mao would 
p r o b a b l y  be a l so  a coup  a g a i n s t  L i n  P i a 0  a s  t h e  foremost 
M a o i s t . )  Mao's base of s u p p o r t  seems a l r e a d y  so  nar row 
t h a t  he m i g h t  be u n a b l e  t o  p r o t e c t  h i m s e l f  i f  o the r  key  
f igures- -who seem a t  b e s t  t o  be q u a l i f i e d  s u p p o r t e r s  of  
t h e  o l d  man--come to  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  is a t  
s t a k e .  To s p e l l  i t  o u t :  he  might  have  so few s u p p o r t -  
ers  l e f t  among t h e  m i l i t a r y  t h a t  none of those  who were 
approached  t o  j o i n  a coup ,  or who l e a r n e d  o f  i t  t h r o u g h  
other  means,  would t i p  h im o f f .  ( T h i s  is e s s e n t i a l l y  
wha t  happened t o  K h r u s  h c  hev , ) 

The g r e a t e s t  d a n g e r  t o  Mae's own p o s i t i o n  w i l l  

-67- 



, 

I 

\ 

Mao may d i e  or become d i s a b l e d  a t  any  time. I n  
t h i s  e v e n t ,  i n s t a b i l i t y  would be e x p e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  
i n  t h e  s h o r t  term, a s  i t  a l w a y s  d o e s  i n  a Communist s u c -  
c e s s i o n .  And i t  migh t  i n c r e a s e  g r e a t l y ,  i f  t h e  s u c c e s -  
sor t r i e s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a l o n g  Mao's l i n e s  
' 'to t h e  end."  T h a t  is, t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  s u c c e s s o r  ( L i n  
Piao) w i l l  p r o b a b l y  i n  f a c t  s u c c e e d  t o  t h e  p o s t ,  he may 
r e a l l y  be a s  d e d i c a t e d  a s  he  seems, and he may s u r r o u n d  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  other m i l i t a n t s ,  b u t  there is p r o b a b l y  o n l y  
a h a n d f u l  of C h i n e s e  l e a d e r s  who g e n u i n e l y  s h a r e  Mao's 
vis ion--which is e s s e n t i a l l y  t h a t  of u n e n d i n g  " s t r u g g l e , "  
w i t h  brief p e r i o d s  of remiss ion- -and  who would c o o p e r a t e  
t o  t h a t  e n d .  ( I n  o ther  words, Mao h a s  f a i l e d  t o  p r o d u c e  
any  s i g n i f i c a n t  number of r e l i a b l e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  s u c -  
cessors"; Maoism w i t h o u t  Mao is n o t  v i a b l e . )  On t h i s  
r e a d i n g ,  L i n  e i t h e r  would change  or would lose c o n t r o l  
of t h e  forces a r o u n d  Chou E n - l a i  a n d  of a l a r g e  p a r t  of 
t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  a n d  there would t h e n  be a s e r i o u s  " s t r u g -  
g l e  for power" ( t h u s  f a r ,  u n d e r  Mao's d o m i n a t i o n ,  rt 
s e c o n d a r y  f e a t u r e  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i p n t ' ) .  L i n ' s  asse ts  
among other leaders ,  i n  a s t r u g g l e  a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s ,  
would n o t  be overwhelming;  e v e n  i f  L i n  h a s  t h e  coopera- 
t i o n  of t h e  o t h e r  m i l i t a n t s  (of t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG),  t h e s e  
a r e  almost c e r t a i n l y  n o t  h e l d  i n  h i g h  esteem by o t h e r  
l e a d e r s  (Madame Mao h e r s e l f  would n o t  be a n  i m p o r t a n t  
f ac to r ;  s h e  m i g h t  n o t  e v e n  s u r v i v e  Mao), a n d ,  moreover ,  
t h e y  have p r o b a b l y  n o t  y e t  d e v e l o p e d  a s t r o n g  base of 
s u p p o r t e r s .  Thus  L i n ' s  e f f e c t i v e  s u p p o r t  would have t o  
come from e l e m e n t s  of t h e  PLA and of t h e  p o l i c e  ( c o n t r o l  
of which is now d i v i d e d  between t h e  c e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  
MAC), s u p p o r t e d  by  armed Red Guard and  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
rebel" o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Ranged i n  o p p o s i t i o n  would be 
o t h e r  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  PLA and of t h e  p o l i c e ,  s u p p o r t e d  
by  o t h e r  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A s t r u g g l e  c o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  
c o n t i n u e  f o r  y e a r s .  But  i t  seems more l i k e l y  t h a t  L i n  
Piao would modi fy  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n t 1  ( i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of w h i c h  
he  m i g h t  h a v e  t o  d i s p o s e  of some of t h e  other  p r e s e n t  m i l i -  
t a n t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  h i s  own p o s i t i o n ) ,  a n d  t h a t  
he  i n  t u r n  would be s u c c e e d e d  by a g r o u p  of l e a d e r s  who 
would modi fy  i t  f u r t h e r .  Thus Mao's v i r u l e n t  d o c t r i n e s  
would become a t t e n t u a t e d  and d i e  o u t - - u n t i l  s u c h  t i m e ,  
p e r h a p s ,  a s  a n o t h e r  g r o u p ' o f  leaders were to  d e s p a i r  of 
s o l v i n g  C h i n a ' s  p roblems by c o n v e n t i o n a l  means and  were 
t o  t u r n  b a c k  t o  t h e  I f a n a t i c a l ' o l d  v i s i o n a r y .  
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