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' ?? . . . what dark passionst and inflammable 

c r e d u l i t i e s  do we f i n d ,  sometimes a c c i d e n t a l l y  
r e l e a s e d ,  sometimes d e l i b e r a t e l y  m o b i l i z e d . "  

--- Hugh Tr8V0r-ROper9 The Eusopean Witch 
. \  CLaze of t h e  Sixteenth and Seventeenth 

Centur ie s  
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THE ROLE OF THE RED GUARDS AND 

REVOLUTIONARY REBELS I N  MAO' S CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

MEMORANDUM To RECIPIENTS: 

Among China  a n a l y s t s ,  no e v e n t  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  
Communist China  h a s  provoked g r e a t e r  d e b a t e  t h a n  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  c o n v u l s i o n  which  Mao Tse- tung  c a l l s  t h e  " g r e a t  

, p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . r r  D i v e r g e n t  v i e w p o i n t s  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  o r i g i n s ,  p u r p o s e s ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  and dynamics 
of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  p e r s i s t .  

One of t h e  most c o n f u s i n g  a s p e c t s  of t h e  s c e n e  h a s  
been t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  bands of s t u d e n t  f a n a t i c s  t h a t  
s e r v e d  a s  s h o c k  t r o o p s  f o r  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion- - the  L -  

Red Guards and  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels. T h i s  r e p o r t  
describes t h e  o r i g i n s  and r o l e  of  t h o s e  g roups  and t h e r i r  
u l t i m a t e  demise a s  t h e  vanguard  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  
t o  be r e p l a c e d  by  teams composed of worke r s ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and  
s o l d i e r s .  

of v i e w  among knowledgeable  China a n a l y s t s .  I t  is w S i t t e n  
from a b a s e  of r e s e a r c h  and a n a l y s i s  which  h o l d s  t h a t  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  is Mao's c r e a t i o n  and  h i s  v e h i c l e  f o r  
a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b u i l d  a new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r d e r ,  and t h a t  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  d i d  n o t  end  w i t h  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n . o f  t h e  
Red Guards .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  f irst  major  phase  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
R e v o l u t i o n  ended ,  and t h a t  p h a s e  was a mass ive  p u r g e  which 
l e d  t o  t h e  v i r t u a l  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  
and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s .  Mao's chosen  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  
p u r p o s e s  of t h e  purge- - the  Red Guards and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  . 
Rebe l s -ou t l ived  its u s e f u l n e s s  and proved unequal  t o  t h e  
t a s k s  of t h e  n e x t  s t a g e  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  i . e .9  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  and c o n s d l d a t i o n  of a new Maoi s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
o r d e r .  Consequen t ly ,  he o r d e r e d  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  

T h i s  s t a f f  s t u d y  w i l l  n o t  l a y  t o  rest d i f f e r e n c e s  
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Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel  movement and h a s  now 
t u r n e d  t o  a phase '"of  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  which w i l l  
be p r i m a r i l y  c o n s t r u c t i v e ,  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a new p o l i t i c a l  
and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s ,  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  a s p i r i t  
of permanent  r e v o l u t i o n .  

T h i s  t h e s i s  of  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  does  n o t  h o l d ,  
n o r  does  it require,  t h a t  Mao h a s  a t  a l l  p o i n t s  been i n  
f u l l  c o n t r o l  of e v e n t s ,  t h a t  he  is f o l l o w i n g  some i n f l e x i b l e  
s c e n a r i o  worked o u t  i n  advance ,  t h a t  h e  is u n r e s p o n s i v e  
t o  a d v i c e ,  or t h a t  he is b e i n g  o r  w i l l  be s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
h i s  b r o a d e r  p u r p o s e s .  

The thes i s  does  h o l d  t h a t  Mao is and h a s  been i n  
command t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  major  
s h i f t s  i n  emphas i s  have been a t  h i s  d e c i s i o n ,  t h a t  he h a s  
not-at  l e a s t  n o t  yet-been s u c c e s s f u l l y  man ipu la t ed  o r  
f o r c e d  i n ' o n e  p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  o r  a n o t h e r  by some c o a l i t i o n  
of c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  m o d e r a t e s ,  o r  p r a g m a t i s t s .  The t h e s i s  
a l s o  h o l d s  t h a t  Mao's C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  h a s  s e r i o u s l y  
d i s r u p t e d  and weakendd t h e  f a b r i c  of C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y  and ,  
c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  bred vas t  problems f o r  t h e  f u h u r e ,  t h a t  Mao's 
chances  of c r e a t i n g  a new Maoi s t  man o r  n a t i o n  a r e  hope- 
l e s s l y  u t o p i a n ,  and t h a t  h i s  f e a r s  of t e n d e n c i e s  toward 
" r e v i s i o n i s m t t  a r e  we l l - founded .  

g e n e r a l  agreement  w i t h  t h e s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s ;  however, t h i s  
s t u d y  of t h e  Red Guards and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels is t h e  
work of one r e s e a r c h  a n a l y s t ,  Dennis  J .  Dool in .  

-2 . 

The members of t h e  S p e c i a l  Research S ta f f  a r e  i n  , *  

I 

John  Ker ry  King 
C h i e f ,  DD/I S p e c i a l  Resea rch  S t a f f  
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THE ROLE OF THE RED GUARDS AND 
REVOLUTIONARY REBELS I N  MAO'S CULTURAL REVOLUTION 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  " g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n "  c a n  best be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  t h e  a g i n g  d i c t a t o r ' s  
r e a c t i o n  t o  r e a l  and imagined o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s  w i l l  
w i t h i n  t h e  C h i n e s e  Communist P a r t y  and Ch inese  s o c i e t y  
a t  large.  I n  t h e  purge t h a t  h a s  convu leed  China for  t h e  
p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  and more, c e r t a i n  members of t h e  P a r t y  
e l i t e  were c l e a r l y  p r e - t a r g e t e d  and beyond s a v i n g ,  no 
matter how 9 tcor rec t ly t t  t h e y  r e s p o n d e d  t o  l a t e r  deve lop -  
ments .  O t h e r s  were purged b e c a u s e  t h e y  f a i l e d  t h e  "test" 
by r e s p o n d i n g  i n c o r r e c t r y  t o  Mao's  vague and i l l - d e f i n e d  , 

d i r e c t i v e s .  S t i l l  o t h e r s ,  much fewer i n  number, s u r v i v e d  
by e f f e c t i n g  an  e a r l y  mea c u l p a ,  t u r n i n g  a g a i n s t  L iu  Shao- 
c h i ,  and s c o u r g i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  of "bourgeois" t r a i t s  w i t h  
a heavy a p p l i c a t i o n  of  " t h e  t h o u g h t  of Mao Tse-tung."  

The shock troops of t h i s  p u r g e  have been t h e  Red 
Guards ,  p u b l i c l y  s u r f a c e d  a t  a P e k i n g  mass r a l l y  on 18 
August 1966, and t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels,  who swung 
i n t o  a c t i o n  l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  a s  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  
y o u t h f u l  f a n a t i c s .  These  g r o u p s ,  from whose r a n k s  some 
new P a r t y  and government c a d r e s  were t o  be s e l e c t e d ,  
were t h e m s e l v e s  d e l i b e r a t e l y  l e d  t o  be s t e e l e d  and p u r i -  
f i e d  i n  t h e  course of t h i s  a r t i f i c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  

I t  is t h e  pu rpose  of t h i s  r e p o r t  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  
o r i g i n s  of these g r o u p s ,  t h e  r a n g e  of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
t h e  ro l e  t h e y  have p l a y e d  a t  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  which 
was i n t e n d e d  t o  ho ld  them t o g e t h e r  a s  un ique  e x t r a - P a r t y  
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  Mao's pu rge .  As w i l l  be s e e n ,  a r e v i t a l i z e d  
n a t i o n - - p o p u l a t e d  by t h e  new Maoi s t  man, of one  mind and 
i n t u i t i v e l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  o l d  man ' s  w i l l  d i d  n o t  
emerge--nor c o u l d  i t ,  b e i n g  a h o p e l e s s l y  u t o p i a n  scheme 
c o n t r a r y  t o  human n a t u r e .  What d i d  emerge was a China 
bereft o f  many of t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s  of a u t h o r i t a r i a n  con- 
t r o l ,  w i t h  a younger  g e n e r a t i o n  m o t i v a t e d  in many i n s t a n c e s  
n o t  by Mao's t h o u g h t  and v i s i o n s  of s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  b u t  
by c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of p o l i t i c a l  s e l f - advancemen t  and 
m a t e r i a l  w e l l - b e i n g .  

. .  -1- 
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11. FALL 1965 TO MID-AUGUST 1966: "READY, GET SET ..." 

A. I n i t i a l  Red Guard S e l e c t i o n  and Organiza t ion  

Al though t h e  first p u b l i c  a p p e a r a n c e  of t h e  Red 
Guards was a t . t h e  a fo remen t ioned  18 A u g u s t  r a l l y ,  p repa ra -  
t i o n s  had been  underway for  some months.  Open sources  
g e n e r a l l y  i d e n t i f y  t h e  No. 2 Middle Schoo l  a t t a c h e d  t o  
P e k i n g ' s  Ts inghua  U n i v e r s i t y  a s  t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  of t h e  Red 
G u a r d s ,  . a l t h o u g h  "Corirbat Corps" from Wuhan U n i v e r s i t y  were 
p r a i s e d  by Wuhan Rad io  i n  mid-June fo r  a t t a c k i n g  "reac- 
t i o n a r y  t e a c h e r s . "  J a p a n e s e  c o r r e s p o n d e n t s ,  f o r  example,  
were t o l d  . ( rn  September). by s t u d e n t s  of t h e  No, 2 Middle 
School t h a t  t h e r e  had bean t a l k  of f o r m i n g  t h e  Red Guards 
"ever s i n c e  t h e  end o f  May," and t h a t  a u n i t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
on  1 August (Army Day).  The u n i t  had a membership of 1 5 2  
s t u d e n t s  ( t o t a l  s t u d e n t  body: 1 , 0 4 5 )  and  f o u r  t e a c h e r s  
( f a c u l t y :  100).  The p a r e n t s  of t h o s e  a c c e p t e d  had t o  
belong t o  one  of t h e  so-cal led " f i v e  r e d  classes": l o r k e r s ,  
poor or lower-middle  p e a s a n t s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c a d r e s ,  or r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m a r t y r s .  

O v e r a l l  command of t h e  Red Guard movement was t o  
r e s i d e  w i t h  t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  Committee 's  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  Group (CRG),  headed by Chen Po-ta (member of t h e  P o l i t -  

. buro S t a n d i n g  Committee) and h i s  first d e p u t y  Chiang  Ching 
(Madame Mao 
CRG members 
(head of t h e  

Tse - tung) ,  a s s i s t e d  by some t h i r t e e n  o t h e r  
( a p p o i n t e d  l a t e r )  and two a d v i s e r s ,  Tao Chu 

1 C e n t r a l  Commit tee ' s  Propaganda Depar tment )  
I 
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and Kang Sheng ( a l s o  of t h e  P o l i t b u r o  S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e ) .  
Below t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, s i m i l a r  groups were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
t h e  P a r t y  committee of each  p r o v i n c e ,  autonomous r e g i o n ,  
and s p e c i a l  m u n i c i p a l i t y .  The c h a i n  of command t h e n  ex- 
t ended  down t o  CRGs i n  c i t i e s ,  c o u n t i e s ,  and ( a t  l e a s t  i n  
some a r e a s )  v i l l a g e s ,  towns,  and communes. A t  t h e  l o c a l  
l e v e l s ,  CRGs were set  up  i n i t i a l l y  i n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and 
schoo l s ,  and l a t e r  i n  b u s i n e s s e s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  and govern-  
ment m i n i s t r i e s  and d e p a r t m e n t s .  A l l  of these g r o u p s  were 
t o  be u l t i m a t e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. (The PLA 
was t o  be g i v e n  its own CRG and was t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  s e p a r a t e l y . )  

l a t e  d e n s  or  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s ,  were hand-picked by t h e  CRGs  
of c e r t a i n  schools d u r i n g  e a r l y  summer and were t o  s e r v e  
as t h e  core when t h e i r  r a n k s  were g r e a t l y  expanded i n  
August and September. ( I n  one  school ,  f o r  example, o n l y  
twen ty  s t u d e n t s  o u t  of 1,000 were i n i t i a l l y  selected t o  
be Red Guards . )  After 18 Augus t ,  however,  t h e  Red Guards 
were n o t  chosen  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a s t a n d a r d  procedure.  I n  
some schools ,  s t u d e n t s  elected t h e i r  own Red Guards (who 
i n  t u r n  elected t h e i r  own leaders ,  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  
P a r i s  Commune), w i t h  t h e  nominees t h e n  s c r e e n e d  by t h e  
school’s  CRG and  forwarded f o r  f i n a l  a p p r o v a l  t o  t h e  pro- 
v i n c i a l  CRG, a c t i n g  on  b e h a l f  of P e k i n g .  I n  o ther  schools ,  
f i n a l  a p p r o v a l  of c a n d i d a t e s  for  Red Guard membership re- 
mained w i t h  t h e  CRG of t h e  school (sometimes s i m p l y  t h e  
P a r t y  committee under  a n o t h e r  t i t l e ) .  

I n  s t i l l  other a reas ,  l o c a l  Red Guard headquar t e r s  
were e s t a b l i s h e d  first,  and these h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  t u r n  
helped schools  t o  o r g a n i z e  Red Guard u n i t s .  However, t h e  
u s u a l  p a t t e r n  appears t o  have  been t h e  r e v e r s e ;  i . e . ,  
a f t e r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of v a r i o u s  Red Guard u n i t s ,  t h e  l o c a l  
P a r t y  committee or  CRG would c a l l  a Red Guard mass meet- 
i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a g e n e r a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  I n  both 
cases,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  no o n e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  a g i v e n  pro- 
v i n c e  or autonomous r e g i o n  was a s s i g n e d  g e n e r a l  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  t h e  o t h e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  c o u n t i e s  
and smaller communi t ies  t ended  t o  follow t h e  l ead  of t h e i r  
c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l .  

The first Red Guard recrui ts ,  g e n e r a l l y  in t h e i r  ’.. r l .  
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According  t o  a Red Guard defector,  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  
of these h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n c l u d e d :  1) f u r n i s h i n g  s u b o r d i n a t e  1 

b a t t a l i o n s  or  ( a f t e r  18 August)  v i s i t i n g  Red Guards w i t h  I \ 

propaganda m a t e r i a l  and copies of documents  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  2)  i n s t r u c t i n g  s u b o r d i n a t e  b a t t a l i o n s  
whom t o  a t t a c k ;  3) ( a f t e r  18 August)  i n f o r m i n g  v i s i t i n g  
Red Guards of t h e  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n  ( e . g . ,  whom s h o u l d  be 
a t t a c k e d  and w h y ) ;  and 4) ( a g a i n ,  a f t e r  18 August)  making 
a r r angemen t s  f o r  board and room f o r  t h e  v i s i t o r s  and t r a v e l  I) 

a r rangemen t s  f o r  loca l  Red Guards.  n .  

Each Red Guard was g i v e n  a machine-made, s e r i a l l y -  
numbered r e d  armband w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  hung wei-ping 
,(Red Guard) ens tamped i n  y e l l o w ,  a s  well a s  a n  i d e n t i f i -  \ 

c a t i o n  card  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  bearer ' s  name, age, n a t i v e  v -  

p lace ,  school ,  c l a s s  background,  and a photograph  s tamped 
with t h e  u n i t  chop. A s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  d e v e l o p e d ,  
however, e l a b o r a t e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  ca rds  became t h e  excep- 
t i o n  and t h e  r e g u l a r  school  I D  c a r d s  were used .  

Dur ing  t h e  S p r i n g  and e a r l y  Summer of 1966, c e r t a i n  
f u t u r e  Red Guards  were s e n t  to  Pek ing  for secret c l a s s e s  
i n  " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t a c t i c s .  T h e s e  classes were I 

l i m i t e d  t9 a v e r y  select  number of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  and h e l p  
e x p l a i n  t h e  m i l i t a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  of s u c h  p e r s o n s  a s  N i e h  
Yuan-tzu of P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y  ( P e i t a )  and T s i n g h u a ' s  Kuai  
Ta-fu p r io r  t o  Mao's p u b l i c  endorsement  and  encouragement  
of s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  A Tsinghua  Red Guard c o m p i l a t i o n ,  
The Great  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n :  A Record of 
Major Event6 ,  September 196S-December 1966,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
F e b r u a r y  1967, r e p o r t s  t h a t  i n  l a t e  March, Mao had t o l d  
Kang Sheng, Ch iang  Ching,  and o t h e r s  t h a t  " w e  must p r o t e c t  
t h e  l e f t i s t s  and  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  l e f t i s t  column i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
of t h e  g r e a t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . " *  - . .  - _ -  

* I n  h i s  25 October speech a t  a P a r t y  Work Confe rence ,  
Mao s t a t e d  t h a t ,  p r i o r  t o  1 August ,  "Red Guard o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  were formed t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y . "  
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A RED GUARD IDENTIFICATION CARD 

On the left, two quotations from the writings of Mao fse-tung. On the right personal Information: 
flrst line, students name ironically, this Irl’s given name is “cultural deli#ht” ; second line, 
age; third line, date of birtb; fourth line, aldress; fifth line, status (“student ): sfxth line, class 
ori In (“worker” . The “chop” or seal identifies the bearer as a Red Guard from the Peking No. 

. . 545klddle School. 
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lln re*n 1 s t u d e n t s  from o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
g r r i v e d  a t  Ts inghua  f o r  classes i n  

l a t e  March and e a r l y  A p r i l .  L a t e r ,  g r o u p s  f r o m  u n i v e r s i -  
t i e s  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of China  were b i l l e t e d  a t  Ts inghua  and 
r e c e i v e d  s i m i l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e n  t o  r e t u r n  home t o  s e r v e  
a s  l e a d e r s  when t h e  Red Guards t o o k  t o  t h e  streets i n  
g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d  numbers.  The d u r a t i o n  of t h e  c l a s s e s  
a t  Ts inghua  is n o t  known, a l t h o u g h  some s t u d e n t s  from t h e  
T i e n t s i n  E n g i n e e r i n g  I n s t i t u t e  were r e p o r t e d l y  away from 
t h e i r  formal s t u d i e s  fo r  s i x  months p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t a r t  of 
o v e r t  Red Guard a c t i v i t i e s .  S i m i l a r  a c c o u n t s  from Kwang- 
t u n g  s t a t e  t h a t  Red Guards from t h a t  p r o v i n c e  r e c e i v e d  
i n s t r u c t i o n s . i n  P e k i n g  i n  l a t e  May or  e a r l y  J u n e .  

f i c i a l  P e o p l e ' s  D a i l x  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n -  
c l u d e d  100,000 Red Guards from Nanking, S h a n g h a i ,  T i e n t s i n ,  

L a t e r ,  i n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e + f i r s t  mass r a l l y ,  t h e  of- 

S i a n ,  Canton ,  Wuhan, Lanchow, H a r b i n , - a n d  Urumchi. I 

B. P e k i n g ' s  Campuses (Spring-Summer 1966) : 
" L i g h t i n g  t h e  F i r e s "  

A l l  t h o s e  who oppose Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  t h o u g h t ,  . . .  s h o u l d  be e x p o s e d ,  c r i t i c ized  and knock- 
e d  down, . . .  no matter  how famous t h e y  a r e ,  
w h a t  i n f l u e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n s  t h e y  h o l d ,  by 
whom t h e y  a r e  d i r e c t e d  or s u p p o r t e d ,  or  how 
numerous t h e i r  f l a t t e r e r s  a r e .  
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--"On 'Three-Fami ly  V i l l a g e ' :  The R e a c t i o n -  
a r y  N a t u r e  of ' Even ing  T a l k s  a t  Yenshan' and 
' N o t e s  from Three-Family V i l l a g e ' , "  (Shangha i )  
L i b e r a t i o n  D a i l y  and Wen-hui pao ,  10  May 1966. 

The above a r t i c l e  by Yao Wen-yuan ( s m n  t o  be i d e n -  
t i f i e d  a s  a r a n k i n g  m e m b e r  of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG),  r e a d  and 
approved  by Mao, was a l e n g t h y  a t t a c k  on t h e  I lgangs te r  i nn"  
r u n  j o i n t l y  by three key  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  Peng Chen, Mayor o f  Pek ing  and F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
Pek ing  Munic ipa l  P a r t y  C o m m i t t e e .  Demons t r a t ing  ( i t  is 
b e l i e v e d  a c c u r a t e l y )  t h a t  works ,+au thored  by these men con- . 
t a i n e d  e x t e n s i v e ,  a l b e i t  i m p l i c i t ,  a t t a c k s  on c e r t a i n  of 
Mao's p o l i c i e s ,  t h e  a r t i c l e  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  n o t  o n l y  a 
p u r g e  of Peng and h i s  " d e f e c t i v e "  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  b u t  
a l s o  a n  expanded a s s a u l t  a g a i n s t  th ,e  " b o u r g e o i s  s c h o l a r -  
t y r a n t s "  ( i . e .  , i n t e l l e c t u a l s )  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  and c u l t u r a l  
c i rc les .  

Yao ' s  a t t a c k  was f o l l o w e d  on 16  May by a more a u t h o r  
t a t i v e  and even  b r o a d e r  i n d i c t m e n t  i n  a c i r c o l a r  issued 
upon t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of a C e n t r a l  Committee Work Confe rence .  
T h i s  c i r c u l a r  s i n g l e d  o u t  Peng Chen f o r  condemnation w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  h i s  i s s u i n g  a n ' . e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  ( " fundamen ta l ly  
wrong") on t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
"behind  t h e  backs" of  Kang Sheng and o t h e r  members of t h e  
s o - c a l l e d  "Group o f  F i v e . "  The c i r c u l a r  o r d e r e d  t h e  
e a r l i e r  r e p o r t  revoked  and t h e  ''Group'I d i s s o l v e d  and re- 
p l a c e d  by t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 

. -. . 

The most s e r i o u s  crime a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Pemg was t h a t  
h e  proceeded  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  t o  d i v e r t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  i n  a "bourgeo i s "  d i r e c t i o n ,  " i n s t e a d  of  e n c o u r a g i n g  
t h e  e n t i r e  P a r t y  b o l d l y  t o  arouse t h e  broad  masses  of work- 
ers ,  p e a s a n t s  and s o l d i e r s  and t h e  f i g h t e r s  f o r  p r o l e t a r i a n  
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c u l t u r e  so t h a t  t h e y  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  c h a r g e  ahead ."  And 
i n  a s c a r c e l y - v e i l e d  t h rea t  t h a t  other h igh ly -p laced  of-' 
f i c i a l s  c o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  s u f f e r  a f a t e  s i m i l a r  t o  P e n g ' s ,  I 1 1  

i t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  aim of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was'. - 
t o  c r i t i c i z e  and r e p u d i a t e  Wu Han and t h e  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of other a n t i - P a r t y  and  
a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  bour-  
geoisie ( there  a r e  a number of these i n  t h e  
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  and  i n  t h e  P a r t y ,  govern-  
ment and other d e p a r t m e n t s  a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  a s  
w e l l  a s  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  m u n i c i p a l  and au- 
tonomous r e g i o n  l e v e l .  (emphasis i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l )  

T h i s  i n d i c a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  Mao e n v i s a g e d  a major p u r g e ,  
a t  a l l  levels and w i t h  many v i c t i m s .  

t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s  and teachers" ) ,  t h e  t o n  t o n  macoute  who 
were to  c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  "criticism and r e p u d i a t i o n "  through-  
o u t  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  were informed by  t h e  c i r c u l a r  t h a t ,  i n  
e f fec t ,  t h e  wraps  were off. Peng had a t t e m p t e d  t o  "chan- 
n e l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t ruggle  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  s p h e r e  i n t o .  . .  
so-called p u r e  academic d i s c u s s i o n . .  . , I 1  t o  u s e  it "as  a 
s h i e l d  f o r  ... r e a c t i o n a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e "  
and  " n o t  allow t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  'open  w i d e '  and h i t  
back." H e  had a l s o  p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e  s l o g a n ,  "Everyone is 
e q u a l  before t h e  t r u t h , "  i n  " o p p o s [ i t i o n . t o ]  Mao T s e - t u n g ' s  
t h o u g h t , "  i g n o r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  
"there is a b s o l u t e l y  no  s u c h  t h i n g  a s  e q u a l i t y . "  The 
c i r c u l a r  ordered a r e t u r n  t o  t h e  correct p o l i c y ,  " e x p l i c i t l y  
p u t  forward by Chairman Mao, of p r o t e c t i n g  and  s u p p o r t i n g 1  
t h e  L e f t  and g i v i n g  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  b u i l d i n g  up  and 
expand ing  t h e i r  r a n k s . "  I t  f u r t h e r  no ted  t h a t ,  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  "an t i -bourgeo i s "  s t r u g g l e ,  "most P a r t y  committees con- 
c e r n e d  have a v e r y  poor  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  t a s k  of-lead- 
e r s h i p  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  and t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  is f a r  
from c o n s c i e n t i o u s  and e f f e c t i v e . "  

The Red Guards ( a t  t h i s  time i d e n t i f i e d  a s  " r evo lu -  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c i r cu la r  warned: 

Above a l 1 , ' w e  must n o t  e n t r u s t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  
[ i . e . ,  " r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  bourgeois ie  
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- who have  s n e a k e d  i n t o  t h e  P a r t y ,  t h e  govern-  
ment ,  t h e  army and a l l  sphe res  of c u l t u r e " 1  
w i t h  t h e  work of l e a d i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  many of them have  done and 
are s t i l l  d o i n g  s u c h  work,  and t h i s  is ex- 
t r e m e l y  d a n g e r o u s .  

A s  c o u l d  be a n t i c i p a t e d ,  t h e  momentum of t h e  c u l t u r a l  re- 
v o l u t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  t h e  c i r c u l a r  was d i s s e m i n -  
ated t o  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  on 18 May. On 
t h e  25 th ,  a wall poster composed, a t  Mae's command, b y  
Madame Nieh and s i x  others was p u t  up  o n  t h e  P e i t a  campus 
denounc ing  Lu P i n g ,  u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t  and secretary of 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s , P a r t y  C o m m i t t e e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t w o  o f f i c i a l s  
of t h e  Pek ing  Mun'i'cipal P a r t y  C o m m i t t e e ' s  d e p a r t m e n t  i n  
c h a r g e  of u n i v e r s i t y  a f f a i r s ,  f o r  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  a t  P e i t a  i n  ways condemned e x p l i c i t l y  i n  t h e  
work c o n f e r e n c e  c i r c u l a r .  Madame N i e h  ( an  i n s t r u c t o r  i n  
t h e  Department  of P h i l o s o p h y  and t h e  P e i t a  c o u n t e r p a r t  of 
B e r k e l e y ' s  B e t t i n a  A p t h e k e r )  cal led for  a mass u p r i s i n g  
a g a i n s t  LUIS " s i n i s t e r  a n t i - P a r t y ,  a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  gang ,"  
a n  end t o  "academic d i s c u s s i o n , "  and r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was a " s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  s t rugg le"  
i n  wh ich  Mao had " l o n g  s i n c e  shown u s  t h e  correct pa th"  
-- i .e. ,  no f u r t h e r  d i r e c t i o n  ( " i n t e r f e r e n c e " )  by e i ther  
t h e  P e i t a  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  or t h e  P e k i n g  P a r t y  C o m m i t t e e  
would  be t o l e r a t e d  by t h e  campus m i l i t a n t s .  

The i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  a t  P e i t a  t o  Madame N i e h ' s  
pos t e r  was a mixed one .  Some s t u d e n t s ,  r e c a l l i n g  t h e  
pu rge  t h a t  had followed t h e  brief l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  
1957 "Hundred Flowersq1 pe r iod ,  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a -  
t i o n s  were s i m i l a r  ( inasmuch a s  Lu was secretary of t h e  
Pe i ta  P a r t y  Committee) and came t o  t h e  d e f e n s e  of t h e  
p r e s i d e n t .  O t h e r s  followed Madame N i e h ' s  lead and con- 
t i n u e d  t o  p r e s s  t h e  a t tack  a g a i n s t  Lu; f o r  a b r i e f  p e r i o d ,  
t h e  s t u d e n t  body was d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  d i s t i n c t  g roups :  
t h e  pro-Lu S c a r l e t  Guards ( c h i h  w e i - t u i )  v s .  t h e  an t i -Lu  
Red Guards (hung wei -p ing)  l e d  b y  N i e h .  However, t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  p o l a r i z a t i o n  was s h o r t - l i v e d .  On 1 J u n e ,  
Pek ing  domestic s e r v i c e  b r o a d c a s t  a n  a t t a c k  t h a t  r e p e a t e d  
N i e h ' s  c h a r g e s ,  and t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  re-' 
p r i n t e d  t h e  25 May poster,  accompanied b y  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
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a r t i c l e  by ltCommentator" p r a i s i n g  " t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r i e s  a t  P e i t a . "  On 3 J u n e ,  t h e  new P e k i n g  Munic ipa l  
P a r t y  Committee ( L i  Hsueh-feng hav ing  replaced Peng Chen) 
announced t h a t  Lu P i n g  and h i s  d e p u t y ,  Peng Pei-yun,  had 
been removed "from a l l  f u n c t i o n s  and d u t i e s "  and t h a t  a 
work team headed by Chang Cheng-hsien had been  a s s i g n e d  
t o  P e i t a  t o  " c a r r y  o u t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  P a r t y  Commit- 
tee d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  of r e o r g a n i z a t i o n . "  I t  was now 
c l ea r  to  a l l  t h a t  Madame N i e h ' s  a t t a c k  was approved  a t  
t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l ,  and Pe i t a ' s  'Scarlet Guards h a s t i l y  
d i s s o l v e d  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Accord ing  t o  s e v e r a l  reports ,  t h e  work team a s s i g n e d  
t o  P e i t a  d i d  n o t  a r r i v e  on t h e  campus u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  10 , th .  
P r i o r , , t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e '  , 
c'ampus and  c l o s e d  t h e  g a t e s  of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  a l l o w i n g  . 
o n l y  fellow m i l i t a n t s  from other schools t o  e n t e r .  Af te r  
c l o s i n g  t h e  g a t e s ,  t h e  young Maoists t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n -  
t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  many of t h e m  e l d e r l y  s c h o l a r s ,  who 
s e r v e d  a s  t h e  " l i v i n g  t a rge t s "  upon whose p e r s o n s  t h e y  
would s h a r p e n  t h e i r  terror is t  s k i l l s .  T e a c h e r s  were b e a t e n ,  
made t o  wear dunce  c a p s  and bow t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  i n s u l t s ,  
Some had t h e i r  faces daubed w i t h  p a i n t ;  o the r s  c o m m i t t e d  
s u i c i d e  ( a t  l e a s t  t e n  a r e  r e p o r t e d  a t  P e i t a  a l o n e ) .  

After t h e  work team a r r i v e d ,  i t  t r i e d  t o  reasser t  
P a r t y  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a t  Peita--to 
g u i d e  and c h a n n e l  t h e  s t u d e n t  a g i t a t i o n ,  a s  p e r  t h e  3 J u n e  
d i r e c t i v e .  Team members c e n s o r e d  w a l l  p o s t e r s  ( c o v e r i n g  
o f f e n s i v e  o n e s  w i t h  t h e i r  own), convened day-long s t u d e n t  
assemblies i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  some order i n t o  t h e  
p r o c e e d i n g s ,  and directed s t u d e n t s  t o  s t o p  t h e i r  o u t r a g e s  
a g a i n s t  f a c u l t y  members o r  be d e c l a r e d  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r i e s ,  The campus g a t e s  remained  c losed,  b u t  t h i s  t i m e  
i n  o r d e r  t o  " r e c t i f y  t h e  r i g h t i s t s  [ i . e . ,  t h e  t r u e  l e f t -  
ists], c a t c h  t h e  roaming f i s h  [ s t u d e n t s  from o t h e r  campuses] ,  
and s u p p r e s s  harassment  [ p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e ] . "  T h i s  phase  
r e p o r t e d l y  l a s t ed  fo r  some twen ty  d a y s  a t  P e i t a ,  and even  
l o n g e r  a t  Ts inghua ,  Peking  Normal College, Pek ing  A v i a t i o n  
I n e t i t u t e ,  and o t h e r  s c h o o l s .  T h e r e  were some s t u d e n t  
s u i c i d e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  and  many s t u d e n t s  l a t e r  com- 
p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e y  had been f o r c e d  by work team. members 
t o  write c o n f e s s i o n s  r e p u d i a t i n g  t h e i r  ear l ier  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
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s t r u g g l e s  i n  d e f e n s e  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  What 
t h e  Pe i t a  work team (or its c o u n t e r p a r t s  on  other  campuses) 
d i d  n o t  know was t h a t  Mao d i d  n o t  want  order res tored and 
t r a d i t i o n a l  P a r t y  c o n t r o l  reasserted.  The work teams d i d  
n o t  know t h i s  b e c a u s e  L i u  Shao-chi and  Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  
who were r e s p o n s i b l e  for managing t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
and a s s i g n i n g  t h e  teams,  d i d n ' t  know i t  B i t h e r ;  Mao h a d n ' t  
t o l d  them. 

I n  p o i n t  of f a c t ,  t h e  campus f a n a t i c s  r e a d  t h e  key 
i n d i c a t o r s  ( t h e  16 May c i r c u l a r ,  h e .  N i e h ' s  poster and 
"Commentator's" p r a i s e ,  t h e  13 J u n e  C e n t r a l  Committee/State 
Counc i l  d e c i s i o n  t o  c lose i n s t i t u t e s  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  
f o r  s i x  months,  and t h e  r a s h  of m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t  "demands" 

, r e p r i n t e d  w i t h  f a v o r a b l e  comment i n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  press) 
more a c c u r a t e l y  t h a n  t h e  work teams. They were i n f u r i a t e d  
by work team o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  b l o o d l e t t i n g ,  and con- 
demned team members a s  r a n k  o u t s i d e r s  completely d i v o r c e d  
from t h e  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  massest1 ( i . e . ,  t h e m s e l v e s ) .  Madame 
Nieh ,  a l t h o u g h  accused  of b e i n g  a c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
f o r  demanding t h e  e x e c u t i o n  of c e r t a i n  P e i t a  f a c u l t y  mem-  
bers, c o n t i n u e d  t o  l e a d  t h e  s t u d e n t s ;  however,  d u r i n g  t h e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  of J u n e  and i n t o  J u l y ,  she i n c i t e d  them w i t h  
i n c r e a s i n g  f e r o c i t y  a g a i n s t  t h e  work teams r a t h e r  t h a n  
f a c u l t y  members ( t h e  l a t t e r  hav ing  b e e n  debased  by t h a t  
time, anyway).  A s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  a t  Ts inghua ,  
w h e r e  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  were l e d  by Kuai  Ta-fu,  and a t  other 
u n i v e r s i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  However, t h e  work teams 
were more f o r m i d a b l e  opponents  t h a n  h e l p l e s s  e d u c a t o r s ,  
and t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s , "  w h i l e  ab le  t o  e v i c t  t h e  
teams from some schoo l s ,  were e f f e c t i v e l y  s u p p r e s s e d  a t  
o thers  (probably a m a j o r i t y )  for  some weeks.  

On 20 J u n e ,  a r e p o r t  by Chang Cheng-hsien d e a l i n g  
w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  P e i t a  work team i n  its first 
week on campus was d i s s e m i n a t e d  t o  o ther  teams th roughou t  
China .  I n  a p r e f a t o r y  n o t e ,  L i u  and Teng a re  r e p o r t e d  t o  
have s t a t e d  t h a t  Chang ' s  a c t i o n s  were "correct and prompt," 
and t h a t  '?upon t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of s i m i l a r  phenomena i n  other 
a r e a s ,  t h e y  c a n  be handled  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  measu res  t a k e n  
a t  Pe i t a . "  T h i s  was followed by L i u ' s  3 J u l y  d i r e c t i v e  
t o  c r i t i c i ze  and r e p u d i a t e  Kuai Ta-fu,  a 10 J u l y  ban  on  
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a l l  i n t e r - s c h o o l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  ( c h u a n - l i e n ) ,  to- 
g e t h e r  w i t h  a r e f u s a l  to  p e r m i t  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s  - 
t o  a p p e a l  [ t h i s  d e c i s i o n ]  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s , "  
and a 1 4  J u l y  d i r e c t i v e  from L i u  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  school a t -  
t ached  t o  P e k i n g  Normal C o l l e g e :  "Teache r s  and s t u d e n t s  
are  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  h o l d  m e e t i n g s  i n  secret. The Red 

' Guard  is a secret o r g a n i z a t i o n  and is i l l e g a l . f t  

Not a f e w  of t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  leaders  were q u i c k  
t o  move a g a i n s t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  For example, L i  Pao-hua, 
Anhwei, F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ,  addressed a n  a c t i v i s t s '  r a l l y  on 
1 4  J u l y  and in fo rmed  t h e m  t h a t  work teams were a l r e a d y  busy  
r e c t i f y i n g  c u l t u r a l  and e d u c a t i o n a l  circles.  L i  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  "masses" s h o u l d  be g i v e n  f ree  r e i n ,  b u t  t h a t  
" s imple  and c rude"  methods  ( c o r p o r a l  punzishment and f o r c e d  
c o n f e s s i o n s )  m u s t  n o t  be employed. F o u r  d a y s  l a t e r ,  Yeh 
F e i ,  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  i n  F u k i e n ,  warned h i s  l i s t e n e r s  ' a t  
a Foochow r a l l y  t h a t  a "strict d i s t i n c t i o n l l  must  be made 
between a n t i - P a r t y  e l e m e n t s ,  o n  t h e  one  hand,  and those 
whose "minds were w i t h  social ism" b u t  had u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
made m i s t a k e s .  Yeh a l s o  f o r b a d e  c o r p o r a l  punishment  and 
f o r c e d  c o n f e s s i o n s ,  and warned a g a i n s t  those  " c l a s s  enemies" 
who " f i s h  I n  t r o u b l e d  waters  [ a n d ]  . . .  c a l l  b lack  w h i t e .  . .  
We must h a n d l e  t h e i r  a s s a u l t  and murder  of l e f t i s t s  [ i . e . ,  
P a r t y  incumbents  s u c h  a s  h i m s e l f ] ,  a r s o n ,  p o i s o n i n g  and 
o t h e r . . . c r i m e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  measures a g a i n s t  
c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  'I O t h e r  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  leaders 
i s s u e d  s i m i l a r  pronouncements .  * 

*Chao Tzu-yang (Kwangtung F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ) ,  f o r  example, 
f o r b a d e  s t reet  p a r a d e s  by Can tonese  s t u d e n t s .  H e  f u r t h e r  
s t a t e d  t h a t  any  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s "  who 
a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  "co r re spondence  fr'om P e k i n g t  ( n o  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n )  were to  be condemned as " r i g h t i s t s . 1 1  T h i s  
r e f e r e n c e  (21 J u l y )  t o  "co r re spondence  from Peking"  sug-  
gests  a n  e a r l y  c h a n n e l  of communicat ions between s t u d e n t s  
i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  and t h e i r  fellows i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  The 
inference is s t r e n g t h e n e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Red Guards from 
Pek ing  (Tsinghua and  Normal C o l l e g e )  were a c t i v e  i n  Canton  
a s  e a r l y  a s  19 Augus t - - i . e . . ,  o n e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  first mass 
r a l l y  i n  Pek ing .  

-11- 

. 



I 

I I 

Meanwhile,  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG had t u r n e d  its a t t e n t i o n  
t o  t h e  immediate problem of t h e  work teams on  P e k i n g ' s  
campuses.  I n  mid-July,  Mao r e t u r n e d  to  Peking  (from Wuhan) 
and  found t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  be 
"cold  and dead." "Some schools  have e v e n  closed t h e i r  
g a t e s , "  Mao c o m p l a i n e d , ' l . . . [ a s  a n ]  e x c u s e  t o  p r o h i b i t  t h e  
d i s p l a y  of b ig-charac te r  posters. ' '  H e  t h e n  gave  t h e  g r e e n  
l i g h t  t o  t h e  campus m i l i t a n t s :  

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  is i n t o l e r a b l e  and shows a 
mistake i n  d i r e c t i o n .  W e  must q u i c k l y  change  
it  and smash  a l l  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  We must  n o t  
m e r e l y  s i t  i n  a n  off ice  and l i s t e n  t o  reports. 
We must  be prepared t o  promote r e v o l u t i o n ,  
e v e n  ' i f  i t  means t o  r e v o l - u t i o n i z e  o u r s e l v e s .  

S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  Mao i n s t r u c t e d  Madame Mao, Chen Po-ta, Kang 
Sheng,  and o thers  ( i n c l u d i n g  L i u  and Teng) t o  v i s i t  v a r i o u s  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  " l e a r n  from t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s . "  
A t  P e i t a ,  t h e  Madame accused  Lu P i n g  of i n s u l t i n g  h e r  ( h i s  
r e c e n t  l e t t e r  t o  h e r  had been typed  i n s t e a d  of h a n d w r i t t e n ! ) ,  
and a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  c r i t i c i ze  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  
work team o v e r  t h e  pas t  f i v e  weeks .  Attempts  by members 
of t h e  team t o  d e f e n d  themse lves  proved f u t i l e  ( p l e a s  t h a t  
t h e y  had been  a p p o i n t e d  by Chen Po-ta were d e n i e d ) ,  and 
t h e  m i l i t a n t s  c a r r i e d  t h e  day; on 18 J u l y ,  t h e  P e i t a  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  p repa ra to ry  committee was e s t a b l i s h e d  under  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of Madame N i e h .  

- '  . .  
.. . 
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The u b i q u i t o u s  Madame Mao and her l i e u t e n a n t s  (Chen 
Po-ta, Kang Sheng,  and o t h e r s  of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG) made 
numerous speeches a t  Peking  campuses d u r i n g  l a t e  J u l y  and 
e a r l y  August .  Egging t h e  s t u d e n t s  on  ( , , I  am w i t h  you and 
will no t  l e a v e  you; your  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  zea l  and v i g o r  are 
e x c e l l e n t " ) ,  t h e  Madame, i n  e f f e c t ,  gave  them a ca r t e  
b l a n c h e  t o  p u r g e  t h e  " a n t i - P a r t y  and a n t i - s o c i a l m o u r -  
geois a u t h o r i t i e s "  (". . . i t  depends  on you . .  .Who knows more 
a b o u t  them?") and minimized t h e  d a n g e r s  i n v o l v e d :  

Fol low us- i f  you want r e v o l u t i o n ;  get  o u t  
i f  you d o n ' t .  . .Confus ion  and order a r e  u n i -  
f i e d .  Wi thou t  c o n f u s i o n ,  where  does o r d e r  
come from? Without  s u f f e r i n g  from o p p r e s s i o n ,  
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how c a n  you know t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of r e v o l u -  
t i o n ?  S u f f e r  much o p p r e s s i o n  and  you w i l l  
be ab le  t o  resist and t o  become r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  successors. 

Chiang  C h i n g ' s  g e n e r a l  e x h o r t a t i o n s  were f l e s h e d  o u t  
a b i t  i n  s p e e c h e s  by h e r  CRG c o l l e a g u e s .  Chen Po- t a ' s  26 
J u l y  s p e e c h  a t  P e i t a ,  fo r  example,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Mao- ' 

ists p l a c e d  g rea t  s to re  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t ruc tu re  
of t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  P a r i s  Commune (1871) a s  a model for t h e  
Red Guards.  C a l l i n g  for  a removal  of work teams a s  "stumbl- 
i n g  blocks on  t h e  b road  road of t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  , I 1 *  Chen t h a t  t h e  new '*supreme 
organ': on  campus s h o u l d  be a " c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  c o n g r e s s , 1 1  
w i t h  members e l e c t e d . ' ! b y  t h e  masses from among t h e  masses" 
b y  secret b a l l o t .  Those elected s h o u l d  be "of a w i d e l y  - 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r "  and i n c l u d e  t e a c h e r s ,  s t a f f  mem- 
bers  and w o r k e r s ,  a s  well a s  s t u d e n t s .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  members 
s h o u l d  be " p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s  who s e r v e  t h e  people"  and n o t  
(as d i d  t h e  work teams) " r i d e  roughshod o v e r  them." Tenure  
would depend s o l e l y  on per formance:  '"Any member found t o  
be incompetent  s h a l l  be removed a t  any  time and a new m e m -  
ber e l e c t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  him." S i m i l a r  endor semen t s  of t h e  
P a r i s  Commune model were t o  be hea rd  t h r o u g h  e a r l y  1967, 
b u t  i t  proved t o  be a h o p e l e s s l y  impract ical  exemplar .  
C a l l s  t o  "rebel" and "smash a l l  r e s t r i c t i o n s , "  t h e  p l e t h o r a  
of competing Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  would soon  emerge 
w i t h i n  e a c h  school, and t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n v o l v e d  ( i t  is 
i n c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  s u c h  a s  Nieh  and Kuai  would p a s s i v e l y $  
a s s e n t  t o  a n  a d v e r s e  v o t e ) ,  p r e c l u d e d  any  a d h e r e n c e  t o  
o r d e r l y  p r o c e s s e s  o f  i n i t i a t i v e  and r e c a l l ,  Fu r the rmore ,  
t h e  bas i c  aim was t o  i n s t i l l  a n  a g g r e s s i v e ,  f a n a t i c a l  zeal  
i n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and ,  as  s u c h ,  p r o s e l y t i s m  r a t h e r  t h a n  
or ga n i za  t ion- bu i l d i  ng had p r  ior i t y  . 

*On 28 J u l y ,  t h e  new Pek ing  Munic ipa l  P a r t y  Committee 
o r d e r e d  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  of - a l l  work teams from i n s t i t u t e s  
of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g .  
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One f u r t h e r  Red Guard pronouncement s h o u l d  be men- I 
t i o n e d  for two r e a s o n s ,  F i r s t ,  of a l l  t h e  pre-18 August 
avowa l s  of undying  s u p p o r t  for Mao, i t  was f a r  and away 
t h e  most m i l i t a n t .  S e c o n d l y ,  i n  a 1 August l e t t e r  t o  t h e  
a u t h o r s ,  Mao h imse l f  p r a i s e d  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  and g a v e  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  h i s  "warm s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  s p i r i t  of r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  r e b e l l i o n . "  

from t h e  No. 2 Middle  Schoo l  a t t a c h e d  t o  Ts inghua  Univer-  
s i t y ,  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  was a clear h a r b i n g e r  of t h i n g s  t o  
come. D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  " r e b e l l i o n  is t h e  soul  of Mao Tse- 
t u n g r s  though t "  and t h a t  t h e i r  school had been unde r  "re- 
v i s i o n i s t  c o n t r o l "  s i n c e  1949, t h e  s t u d e n t s  in formed t h e  
school  a u t  h o r i  t ies  :' 

S i n c e  we want  r e b e l l i o n ,  t h e  matter has  been  
t a k e n  o u t  of your  hands :  We are  go ing  t o  make . 
t h e  a i r  t h i c k  w i t h  t h e  pungent  s m e l l  of e x p l o -  
s i v e s .  Toss them o v e r ,  g r e n a d e s  and s t i c k  
bombs toge the r ,  and s t a r t  a bfg f i g h t .  
'Sympathy ' ' a l l - s i d e d n e s s , '  o u t  of t h e  .way< 
[ T h i s  probhecy was t o  p rove  a l l  too true.  ] 

Dated 24 J u n e ,  and o s t e n s i b l y  composed by  Red Guards  

D e c l a r i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be " h i g h  and mighty" ("HOW c a n  w e  
n o t  be. . ' .?vf) ,  "rudef '  (?We s h o u l d  be rude")  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
w i t h  " s u p e r n a t u r a l  powers" and "omhipotent  magic" (Maof s 
t h o u g h t ,  n a t u r a l l y ) ,  t h e  y o u n g s t e r s  promised to  " t u r n  t h e  
o l d  wor ld  u p s i d e  down, smash i t  t o  pieces, p u l v e r i z e  i t ,  
create chaos and make a t remendous  mess, t h e  bigger t h e  
better:" Us ing  t h e . a p p r o p r i a t e  j a r g o n ,  i t  c a n  be s a i d  
w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  t h a t  t h e y  o v e r f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  q u o t a .  

The month of August  opened w i t h  r e p e a t e d  a s s u r a n c e s  
by members of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG t h a t  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
were " l e g a l "  and s h o u l d  be encouraged  t o  expand (Kuan Feng 
a t  T s i n g h u a ,  2 August) .  Of greater impor t ance  was t h e  
f a c t  t h a t ,  f o r  a t i m e ,  t h e  m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s  were e l e v a t e d  
t o  a p r i v i l e g e d  s t a t u s  second  o n l y  t o  t h a t  of Mao 'h imse l f .  
On 5 Augus t ,  Chen Po- t a  i n fo rmed  them, "NO o r g a n ,  n o t  even  
t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, may exe r t  i d e o l o g i c a l  p r e s s u r e  on  s t u d e n t s ,  
no r  c a n  i t  impose its v iews  on others ."  T h i s  theme was 
r e i t e r a t ed  on 10 August i n  a n  e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  
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C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  j o u r n a l ,  -- Red F l a g :  

... each u n i t  must c a r r y  o u t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  work by r e l y i n g  on  its own masses and  
s h o u l d  n o t  depend on  a r r angemen t s  by h i g h e r -  
l e v e l  o r g a n s .  Under g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
e a c h  u n i t  s h o u l d  c a r r y  o u t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
work w i t h o u t  t h e  h e l p  of work teams d i s p a t c h e d  
b y  h i g h e r - l e v e l  o r g a n s ; .  

Thus ,  i t  c a n  be s e e n  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  of c lear  g u i d e l i n e s  was 
i n t e n t i o n a l  on Mao's p a r t .  The P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  n o t  o n l y  
was bypassed ,  b u t  a l so  e n j o i n e d  from i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  non- 
P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  invo lved  i n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  a c t i -  t 
v i t y ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  Red Guards.  t $ j  

T h i s  is n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  a l l  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  welcomed 
these open-ended, no-holds-barred c a l l s  t o  d e m o l i s h  the 
e x i s t i n g  order. Although many s t u d e n t s  were of worker- 
p e a s a n t  background,  o thers  were t h e  c h i l d r e n  of (or other- 
wise re la ted  to)  t h e  v e r y  o f f i c i a l s  w h o  would soon  be a t -  
tacked, paraded,  " s t r u g g l e d , "  a n d ,  i n  many cases ,  p u r g e d ,  
A s  s u c h ,  l o v e  of f a m i l y  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t )  
moved them t o  oppose or a t t e m p t  t o  deflect s u c h  s t r i d e n t  
appea l s .  Numerous i n s t a n c e s  of s u c h  op o s i t i o n  ("differ-  
e n c e s  of o p i n i o n s  among t h e  s t u d e n t s . .  . P c a u s i n g ]  o n e  g r o u p  
t o  mobilize a g a i n s t  ano the r " )  c a n  be documented, t h e  most 
s e r i o u s  o n e s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  r i v a l  Red Guard h e a d q u a r t e r s  
w h i c h  appea red  i n  l a t e  August and e a r l y  September. 

I n  e a r l y  August,  t h e  d i s p u t e  c e n t e r e d  a round a 
couplet  a p p a r e n t l y  composed b y  Tan L i - f u ,  a P e i t a  s t u d e n t  
whose p a r e n t s  had a t  l e a s t  some s t a t u s : *  "If t h e  f a t h e r  
is a hero,  t h e  s o n  is a b r a v e  man; i f  t h e  f a t h e r  is a 
r e a c t i o n a r y ,  t h e  s o n  is a r o t t e n  egg." T h i s  c o u p l e t  was 
c l e a r l y  open t o  a t t a c k  from two d i r e c t i o n s :  f i rs t ,  t h e  

* I t  h a s  been s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Tan Li-fu is t h e  son of 
Vice Premier Tan Chen- l in ;  however,  no  e v i d e n c e  is a v a i l -  
ab l e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n .  
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m i l i t a n t  s t u d e n t s  of * ' f i ve  red" backgrounds  who were soon  
t o  s e t  o u t  a f t e r  bigger game; s e c o n d ,  t hose  s t u d e n t s  of 
"impure0 background who ,  by t h e i r  m i l i t a n c y ,  hoped t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  f a l l a c y  of t h e  c o u p l e t ' s  f i n a l  l i n e .  

c o u p l e t ,  Chen Po-ta s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i t  be recast  t o  r e a d :  
"If t h e  f a the r  is a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  t h e  s o n  s h o u l d  be h i s  
s u c c e s s o r ;  i f  t h e  f a t h e r  is a r e a c t i o n a r y ,  t h e  s o n  s h o u l d  
rebel." C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  v e r s i o n  would s a t i s f y  those s t u d e n t s  
who were a t t e m p t i n g  t o  dissociate  themselves from t h e  " s i n s "  
of t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  b u t  even  Chen ' s  f o r m u l a t i o n  came' unde r  
a t tack  by  t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  They s e v e r e l y  c r i t i c i zed  him 
('' I knew I w a s  i n  t r o u b l e , "  Chen s a i d  l a t e r  ) and changed 
the"coup1e t  t o  r ead :  "If t h e  f a the r  is a r e v o l u t i o n a r y , '  
t h e  son s h o u l d  s t r i v e  t o  be a hero; i f  t h e  f a t h e r  is a 
r e a c t i o n a r y ,  t h e  son s h o u l d  rebel." ( T h i s  v e r s i o n  would 
s a t i s f y  a l l  s a v e  those who agreed w i t h  t h e  i n i t i a l  word- 
i n g ,  and t h e y  d i d  n o t  have t o  be m o l l i f i e d  a s  t h e y  were 
soon t o  f a l l  into d i s f a v o r  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r e n t s . )  The 
d i s p u t e  o v e r  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e n d e r i n g s  of t h i s  coup le t ,  w h i c h  
c o n t i n u e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  months,  m i g h t  appear esoter ic  and 
l i t t l e  more t h a n  a problem of s e m a n t i c s .  Far from it--it 
c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t ,  w i t h  p r e c i o u s  few e x c e p t i o n s ,  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was t o  be a p o l i t i c a l  c r u c i b l e  t h a t  
would g i v e  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  past  records of m e r i t o r i o u s  
s e r v i c e  compi led  by those u n d e r g o i n g  t h e  " tes t  ." 

A warn ing  t h a t  t h i s  "test" would be a d m i n i s t e r e d  
e v e n  t o  p e r s o n s  of P o l i t b u r o  s t a t u s  was c o n t a i n e d  i n  Mao's 
big-character poster of 5 Augus t ,  "Bombard t h e  Headquart-  
e r s . "  After p r a i s i n g  N i e h  Yuan-tau 's  25 May poster and 
"Commentator's" a r t i c l e  (.'Superbly w r i t t e n " ) ,  Mao proceeded 
t o  c a s t i g a t e  "some l e a d i n g  comrades from t h e  [ P a r t y ]  Cen- 
t r a l  down t o  t h e  l oca l  l e v e l s "  whose a c t i o n s  o v e r  " t h e  
l a s t  f i f t y  d a y s  o r  so" had been  " d i a m e t r i c a l l y  opposite" 
t o  t h e s e  two documents .  T h e s e  p e r s o n s ,  Mao charged,  were 
g u i l t y  of having  "en fo rced  a b o u r g e o i s  d i c t a t o r s h i p  and 
s t r u c k  down t h e . . . c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  ... s u p p r e s s e d  r evo-  
l u t i o n a r i e s ,  ...[ a n d ]  imposed a w h i t e  terror ."  Then came 
t h e  punch l i n e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e s e  " l e a d i n g  
comrades'?: "Viewed i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  R i g h t  d e v i a t i o n  

*. 

After b e i n g  asked f o r  h i s  o p i n i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
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i n  1962 and t h e  wrong tendency  of 1964 which was ' L e f t '  
i n  form b u t  R i g h t  i n  e s s e n c e ,  s h o u l d n ' t  t.h'is make o n e  
w i d e  awake?" T h i s  was unmis t akab ly  a n  a t t a c k  directed 
a g a i n s t  L i u  Shao-ch i  f o r  h i s  1962 c r i t i c i sm of Mao's 
ear l ie r  great  l e a p  forward and p e o p l e ' s  commune programs,  
as well a s  L i u ' s  m i s t a k e s  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  1964 r u r a l  
" s o c i a l i s t  e d u c a t i o n  campaign." Ch inese  o f f i c i a l s ,  w e l l -  
v e r s e d  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  a r c a n e  meaning of Maois t  c r i t i -  
cisms, were g i v e n  f a i r  warn ing  a s  t o  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  s c o p e  
of t h e  p u r g e ,  L ikewise ,  t h e  Red Guards r e c e i v e d  y e t  an- 
o t h e r  i n c i t a t i o n  t o  c a r r y  t h e i r  a t t a c k s  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  
l e v e l s  of P a r t y  of f ic ia ldom.  A s  one Red Guard p u b l i c a -  
t i o n  commented f o u r  months l a t e r ,  Mao's p o s t e r  " p e r s o n a l l y  
sounded t h e  b u g l e  charge t o  l aunch  a f i e r c e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  
t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  b o u r g e o i s  l i n e  and its b l a c k  . h e a d q u a r t e r s . "  

E l e v e n t h  P l e n a r y  S e s s i o n  was h e l d  i n  Peking .  A t  t h e  plenum, 
L i n  Pia0 was chosen  (by Mao) a s  t h e  new h e i r  a p p a r e n t ,  re- 
p l a c i n g  L i u  Shao-chi. The plenum a l s o  adopted  a "Dec i s ion  
Concern ing  t h e  Grea t  P r o l e t a r i a n  C u l t u r a l  Revo lu t ion"  ( t h e  
so-cal led " s i x t e e n  p o i n t s , "  a m i x t u r e  of m i l i t a n t  and 

From August  1 t o  1 2 ,  t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  Committee's 

s e m i - c o n c i l i a t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s ,  w i t h  emphas is  on t h e  former), 
and i s s u e d  a communique h a i l i n g  Mao a s  " t h e  greatest  Marx- 
i s t - L e n i n i s t  of o u r  era" and  a p p r o v i n g  a l l  of h i s  p o l i c y  
d e c i s i o n s  s i n c e  t h e  1962 T e n t h  Plenum. 

The keyno te  addres s ,  a t  o n c e  both  fawning  i n  its 
a d u l a t i o n  of Mao and sombre i n  its warning  t o  t h o s e  a t t e n d -  
i n g  t h e  plenum, was d e l i v e r e d  b y  L i n  Piao. L i n  decried 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  was permeated  w i t h  b u r e a u c r a t i s m  
and s e l f - s e e k i n g  c a d r e s  who "a lways  t r y  t o  please e v e r y o n e ,  
o f f e n d  no  o n e ,  do  n o t h i n g  and p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  n o t h i n g , "  and  
demanded ''a g e n e r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  g e n e r a l  r e a l i g n m e n t  and 
g e n e r a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of cadre r a n k s . "  To t h i s  e n d ,  he  
p u t  fo rward  t h r e e  c r i t e r i a  (approved  by Mao): 

1. To h o l d  h i g h  or n o t  t o  hold  h i g h  t h e  r e d  
f l a g  of t h e  though t  of Mao Tse- tung .  Those 
who oppose  t h e  though t  of Mao Tse- tung are 
t o  be d i s m i s s e d  from t h e i r  p o s t s ;  
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2. To u n d e r t a k e  or n o t  t o  u n d e r t a k e  p o l i -  
t i c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l  work. Those who u p s e t  
p o l i t i c a l - i d e o l o g i c a l  work and t h e  great 
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  are t o  be d ismissed  
from t h e i r  posts; 

3. To possess or n o t  t o  possess r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  zeal.  Those who do n o t  possess 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  zeal  a re  to  be d i s m i s s e d  
from t h e i r  posts. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those who were t o  be purged ,  o thers ,  
e v e n  i f  t h e y  have  commit ted f l s e r i o u s  mistqkes," c o u l d  be 
"g iven  a chance" and " t e s t e d  i n  f u t u r e  work., p r o v i d e d  t h e y  
a c c e p t  e d u c a t i o n  [ i . e . ,  criticism and l l s t r u g g h f f  J and 
r e s o l u t e l y  r e p e n t . t f  (emphas is  added)  However, L i n r c h o i c e  
of words seems to  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some P a r t y  members would 
n o t  be g i v e n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  be tested, b u t  were t o  be 
summari ly  d i smis sed .  " I n c o r r i g i b l e s  must  be removed from 
t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s , "  L i n  s t a t e d ,  " [ o t h e r w i s e ] ,  we s h a l l  n o t  
break t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of s t a l e m a t e . "  

Thus ,  t h e  s t a g e  was s e t ;  P a r t y  members had been 
g i v e n  some idea of w h a t  was i n  store. I t  was now time 
t o  e x h i b i t  and u n l e a s h  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  of Mao's pu rge .  

. .  
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111. 18 AUGUST 1966: ''e..GO!" . 

A. E a r l y  Red Guard O u t r a g e s  

When t h e  Red Guards l aunched  s e v e r e  a t t a c k s ,  
. t h e y  a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n  for t h e  first t i m e .  

When t h e  s t r u g g l e  s p r e a d  , r i g h t  o v e r  t h e i r  
own h e a d s ,  p e o p l e  s t a r t e d  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n  
t o  i t .  

---Ma0 Tse-tung,  25.October 1966 . 

W e l l ,  t h i s  f e a l l y  is a mass movement!" 
---Ma0 Tse- tung ,  - 1 1 8  A u g u s t  1966 

We b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  cou\rse o f  s t r u g g l e ,  
t h e y  [.Red Guards]  c a n  d i s t i n g u i s h  r i g h t  
from wrong and real ize  what t h e y  s h o u l d  d o  
and  what  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t . . :  

'* 

- - -People 's  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l ,  23 August 1966 \-. 

Ask anybody i n  t h e  wor ld  who h a s  t h e  power 
t o  l e t  t h i n g s  r ema in  as t h e y  a r e  o r  t o  
d e s t r o y  them. We!: We!! We!!! 

--Peking A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  Red Guards ,  
Kwangming D a i l y ,  26 August  1966 

On 18 A u g u s t ,  t h e  Red Guards were p u b l i c l y  con- 
a e c r a t e d  a s  t h e  s h o c k  t r o o p s  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
a t  a mass r a l l y  a t  Tienanmen S q u a r e .  Dres sed  i n  a baggy 
g r e e n  m i l i t a r y  un i fo rm r e p l e t e  w i t h  Red Guard armband, 
Mao r ev iewed  h i s  minions--a phan ta smagor i a  of h y s t e r i c a l  
marche r s ,  b a n n e r s ,  " l i t t l e  r e d  books ,"  and  ba l loons  r e m i n i s -  
c e n t  of a p s y c h e d e l i c  l i g h t  show. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those 
from t h e  c a p i t a l ,  Red Guards from t h e  t w o  o t h e r  s p e c i a l  
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  and a t  l e a s t  t e n  p r o v i n c e s  and autonomous 
r e g i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  I n  t h e  p a r a d e . *  

I 

*Shanghai and T i e n t s i n ;  He i lungk iang ,  Hupeh, Kansu, 
K iangsu ,  K i r i n ,  Kwangsi, Kwangtung, N i n g s i a ,  S h e n s i ,  and 
S i n k i a n g  . 

I 
I 
I 

..*A . 
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The a s sembled  t h r o n g  of some o n e  m i l l i o n  persons 
was a d d r e s s e d  first by L i n  P iao ,  t h e n  by  Chou En- la i .*  
L i n ,  s p e a k i n g  on b e h a l f  of Mao and t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee, 
c a l l e d  f o r  a " g e n e r a l  o f f e n s i v e "  a g a i n s t  l l bourgeo i s  i d e a s  
and  a l l  o t h e r  e x p l o i t i n g  classes": 

The g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  is 
aimed p r e c i s e l y  a t  e l i m i n a t i n g  b o u r g e o i s  
i d e o l o g y ,  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p r o l e t a r i a n  i d e o l o g y ,  

t h e i r  i d e o l o g y ,  d i g g i n g  o u t  t h e  roots of 
r e v i s i o n i s m ,  and c o n s o l i d a t i n g  and develop-  
i n g  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  sys t em.  

. r e m o l d i n g  p e o p l e ' s  s o u l s ,  r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  

Enumera t ing  t h e  t a rge t s - - " those  i n  a u t h o r i t y  who are  t a k -  
i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d ,  r ' e a c t i o n a r y  b o u r g e o i s  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
b o u r g e o i s  r o y a l i s t s ,  g h o s t s  and monsters"--Lin c a l l e d  on  
t h e  Red Guards  t o  "sweep o u t  a l l  t h e  vermin  and c l e a r  
away a l l  obstacles!" He a l s o  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  would l a s t  "a v e r y  long t i m e "  w i t h  a l t e r n a t e l y  
"big campaigns  and  sma l l  campaigns ... So long as b o u r g e o i s  
i d e o l o g y  e x i s t s ,  we w i l l  f i g h t  o n  t o  t h e  end!" 

Chou ' s  s p e e c h  was much less in f l ammato ry ;  a l t h o u g h  
he c a l l e d  on  t h e  Red Guards t o  " respond t o  t h e  c a l l  of 
Comrade L i n  Piao,"  Chou emphasized t h e  s t u d y  o f  Mao's 
w r i t i n g s ,  " l e a r n i n g  from and s u p p o r t i n g  one a n o t h e r , "  and 
Red Guard r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  a s  a means of s t r e n g t h e n -  
i n g  u n i t y .  Whereas  L i n ' s  s p e e c h  was t an tamoun t  t o  a b l a n k e t  
i n d i c t m e n t ,  Chou s p e c i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  "main t a s k "  of t h e  
Red Guards  would be t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
i n  t h e i r  own schools and made o n l y  a p e r f u n c t o r y  r e f e r e n c e  

* I m p o r t a n t  l e a d e r s h i p  changes  were p u b l i c l y  r e v e a l e d  
a t  t h e  r a l l y .  L i u  Shao-chi  was d i s p l a c e d  by L in  a s  t h e  
second- rank ing  l e a d e r  and h e i r  a p p a r e n t ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
L i u ,  Chu Teh,  and  Chen Yun were dropped from t h e  P d l i t b u r o  
S t a n d i n g  Commit tee  and r e p l a c e d  by Tao Chu, Chen Po- ta ,  
and Kang Sheng. Chou r e t a i n e d  t h i r d  p l ace  i n  t h e  P a r t y  
h i e r a r c h y ,  b u t  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l y  less pres t ige  t h a n  L i n .  
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t o  " s t r u g g l e ,  cr i t ic ism,  and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n "  ( t o u ,  p ' i ,  
k a i )  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t .  I n  s h o r t ,  Chou seemed t o  be a t -  
t empt ing  t o  b a l a n c e  L i n ' s  i n f l ammato ry  r emarks  by l i m i t -  
i n g  t h e  l eg i t imate  a rea  of Red Guard a c t i v i t y  to the 
e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  i n  g e n e r a l  and o n e ' s  i n d i v i d u a l  school 
i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  If t h i s  indeed  was Chou ' s  i n t e n t i o n ,  he  
was c l e a r l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  

- 

L i n ' s  c a l l  evoked an  immediate and  u g l y  r e s p o n s e  
th roughou t  China .  Timed t o  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  r a l l y ,  Red 
Guards from t h e  a fo remen t ioned  No. 2 Middle  School  is- 
s u e d  a " d e c l a r a t i o n  of war a g a i n s t  t h e  o l d  world" on 18 
August.  T h i s  l t u l t i m a t u m , l '  w h i c h  enumera ted  t h e  e a r l y  
v i c t i m s  of Red Guard o u t r a g e s ,  was d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  barbers  

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c l a s s i c ,  --- Chin P i n g  Mei) , and "degenera te"  
pho tographe r s .  D e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e y  would "show no mercy" 
toward t h e i r  opponen t s ,  t h e  u l t ima tum concluded:  

and t a i l o r s  who o s t e n s i b l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  Hong Kong s t y l e s ,  - I >  

bookdealers  . t h a t  s t o c k e d  "pornography" ( s u c h  a s  t h e  seven-  Y I;; 

You bourgeois r a s c a l s ,  you h o o l i g a n s :  We 
g i v e  you o n e  week t o  d e s t r o y  your  Hong Kong 
s t y l e  c l o t h i n g ,  t o  change  your  odd h a i r d o s ,  
and th row away your  p o r n o g r a p h i c  books and 
d e g e n e r a t e  pho tographs .  Those hoodlums who 
have  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  may t r i m  t h e i r  
cowboy p a n t s  and make them i n t o  s h o r t s . .  . I 

The p o i n t e d  t i p s  of shoes may be c u t  o f f , . . ,  
and h igh-hee led  shoes may be c u t  down to  
f l a t s .  Bad books and p h o t o g r a p h s  s h o u l d  be 
thrown away. We won ' t  s t a n d  on  ceremony w i t h  
t h o s e  who v i o l a t e  these o r d e r s .  Mend! Cut! 
D e s t r o y :  Burn! 

According t o  e y e w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t s ,  v e r b a l  criticism 
r a p i d l y  t u r n e d  i n t o  c o n m e t e  a c t i o n .  Many s h o p s  were 
closed down and t h e i r  owners h u m i l i a t e d ;  " i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  s i g n b o a r d s  were d e s t r o y e d .  By 22 August,  
Pek ingese  i n  n o n - p r o l e t a r i a n  d r e s s  were set  upon by r o v i n g  
bands who c u t  t h e i r  h a i r  or s l a s h e d  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g .  The 
v i o l e n c e  r e a c h e d  a new h i g h  when i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
PLA and t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  forces were u n d e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  Red Guards.  
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The f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  many pos t e r s  appea red  l i s t i n g  
" s u i t a b l e "  v i c t i m s  by name. Houses were e n t e r e d  and 
s e a r c h e d ,  and o f t e n  p l u n d e r e d .  T h e r e  was a t remendous 
amount of p h y s i c a l  b r u t a l i t y ,  and o l d  men were s e e n  b e i n g  
l e d  th rough  t h e  streets, t h e i r  arms bound w i t h  r o p e ,  heads 
s h a v e d ,  and n o t i c e s  l i s t i n g  t h e i r  "crimes" hung around 
t h e i r  n e c k s .  1 

(Among t h e  s u i c i d e s  was Lao S h e ,  t h e  
amous a u t h o r  b!st known i n  t h e  West for h i s  n o v e l .  Rick- 

jlhaw Boy.) [ 
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Such was t h e  human r e a c t i o n .  The o f f i c i a l  press, 
on  t h e  other hand, h a i l e d  t h e  Red Guard s a v a g e r y  as  "a 
d e l i g h t f u l l y  good t h i n g  and  happy news. Red Guard r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  f i g h t e r s , ,  you have  done t h e  r i g h t  t h i n g !  You 
have  done  well!" F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  Red Guards c l e a r l y  
l i k e d  t h e  t a s t e  of blood. A s  one  Pek ing  middle school 
s t u d e n t  wrote t o  r e l a t i v e s  abroad c o n c e r n i n g  a n  a t t a c k  
o n  a college professor i n  w h i c h  h e  pa r t i c ipa t ed ,  "We 
dragged t h e  o l d  paras i te  o u t  and h e  was r e a l l y  scared. 
H e  was more t h a n  7 0  pears o l d .  H e  committed s u i c i d e  t h e  
n e x t  day." Another s t a t e d  w i t h  p r i d e  t h a t  he  and h i s  
fellows had broken  t h e  hands  of a famous p i a n i s t  b e c a u s e  
of h i s  "worshipft  of Western  c u l t u r e ,  

t o  w h i c h  t h e  "Es tab l i shmen t"  was c l ea r ly  s h a k e n ,  e v e n  in 
these e a r l y  d a y s .  J u n g  I - j e n ,  V i c e  M i n i s t e r  of Text i les  
and  c o n c u r r e n t l y  Deputy  Mayor of Shanghai ,  i n  an a t t e m p t  
t o  escape t h e  o n s l a u g h t ,  repor ted ly  e n l i s t e d  t h e  h e l p  of 
h i s  w i f e  and c h i l d r e n  t o  move a i r c o n d i t i o n e r s ,  a t e l e v i -  
s i o n  s e t ,  refr igerator ,  and rosewood f u r n i t u r e  from t h e i r  
home i n t o  t h e  s t ree t ,  where  Jung  smashed them. A s  h e  was 
d e s t r o y i n g  h i s  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  Jung  s h o u t e d :  

S t i l l  a n o t h e r  case g i v e s  some idea of t h e  e x t e n t  

I have committed t h e  crime of n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l -  
i s m  and know o n l y  p l e a s u r e s .  I must  be c r i t i -  
cized and pun i shed .  I hope t h a t  t h e  Red Guards ,  
t h e  l o y a l  g e n e r a l s  of Chairman Mao, w i l l  p u n i s h  
me. [ J u n g  got h i s  w i s h .  ] 

S i m i l a r  Red Guard e x c e s s e s  were noted  t h r o u g h o u t  China  
by t h e  end of August .  Of especial i n t e r e s t ,  however,  is 
t h a t  i n  c e r t a i n  p r o v i n c e s  (Anhwei, F u k i e n ,  Szechwan, and  
Yunnan f o r  c e r t a i n ,  and p r o b a b l y  a f e w  o the r s ) ,  t h e  Red 
Guards  zeroed i n  almost immedia te ly  o n  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  a t tacks o n  "bourgeois1t  t a rge ts .  
A s  none of t h e  first secre ta r ies  of those p r o v i n c e s  s u r -  
v i v e d . t h e  p u r g e ,  i t  seems clear t h a t  t h e y  were pre- targeted 
by Mao and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 

A s  migh t  be expected, Red Guard excesses i n  S h a n g h a i *  
were especial ly  s e v e r e  and xenophobic ,  and there were ap- 
p a r e n t l y  even  more s u i c i d e s  there t h a n  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  
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C h i n e s e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  r e l a t i v e s  of o v e r s e a s  C h i n e s e ,  and 
f o r e i g n e r s ,  as well a s  t h e  " f i v e  black bore 
t h e  b r u n t  of t h e  Red Guard a t t a c k s .  One d e t a i l e d  eye- 
w i t n e s s  a c c o u n t  seems p a r t i c u l a r l y  credible  (inasmuch 
as  phenomena reported by t h e  s o u r c e  have  been n o t e d  i n  
a c c o u n t s  of Red Guard a b o m i n a t i o n s  i n  o ther  c i t i e s ) ,  
and  w i l l  conc Iude  t h i s  s e c t i o n  on  e a r l y  Red Guard o u t -  
rages. 

a w e a l t h y  Shanghai  f a m i l y  t o  s t a y  behind  o n  t h e  ma in land ,  
were c lass i f ied  a s  " u n d e s i r a b l e  e lements"  a l o n g  w i t h  m o s O  
of t h e i r  n e i g h b o r s  and  f r i e n d s .  Red Guards v i r t u a l l y  
d e s t r o y e d  t h e i r  home, among other t h i n g s , s m a s h i n g  a l l  t h e  6 
thermos bo t t l e s  i n  t h e  house  and p o u r i n g  t h e  glass  s h a r d s  
i n t o  t h e i r  r i ce  s u p p l y  a l o n g  w i t h ' t h e  k i t c h e n  s a u c e s  and  
spices. The sisters were t h e n  d e p r i v e d  of t h e i r  r a t i o n "  
books and forced t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  c l o t h i n g  t o  t h e  Red 
Guards  i n  exchange  fo r  ragged p e a s a n t  d r e s s .  

were p u l l e d  by ropes th rough  t h e  c i t y  s t reets  wear ing  
s i g n s  b r a n d i n g  t h e m  as  "social  parasi tes ."  Beaten  w i t h  
b e l t s  by t h e  Red Guards,  and s p a t  upon and j a b b e d  by on- 
lookers, t h e  p a r a d i n g  was c o n t i n u e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  consecu-  
t i v e  d a y s .  On t h e  f i n a l  day  of t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i g n i t y ,  
and a t  a p o i n t  i n  t h e  c i t y  f u r t h e s t  from t h e i r  homes, t h e  
women were s t r i p p e d  of t h e i r  o u t e r  ga rmen t s  and forced')( 
to walk  home i n  t h e i r  undergarments .  The Red Guards had 
ear l ier  c u t  t h e i r  hafer s h o r t ,  and  t h e  most a t t r a c t i v e  
woman had had t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  of h e r  head shaved  because  
she had p r e v i o u s l y  affected " fancy  h a i r  s t y l e s  .If 

The f o l l o w i n g  week, t h e  sisters and two f r i e n d s ,  
a l l  Roman C a t h o l i c s ,  were attacked fo r  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  
be l ie fs .  I 1 

I n  l a t e  Augus t ,  two sisters, t h e  o n l y  members of 

S h o r t l y  thereafter,  t h e  sistePs and s e v e r a l  f r i e n d s  

I 
- A 

I I tne 

* t i-f u-f an-huai-yu: I.  e. , '* imper i a l i s t s ,  r i c h  p e a s a n t s ,  
c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  bad e l e m e n t s ,  and r i g h t i s t s . "  
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women were forced t o  k n e e l  on o v e r t u r n e d  rice bowls,  ho ld  
t h e i r  arms o u t s t r e t c h e d ,  and s t a r e  a t  a p o r t r a i t  of Mao 
w h i l e  t h e  Red  Guards t r i e d  t o  f o r c e  them i n t o  r enounc ing  
t h e i r  f a i t h .  When t h e i r  arms dropped o r  t h e i r  e y e s  wavered,  
t h e y  were b e a t e n .  T h e  women refused t o  r e c a n t .  a 

~ o ~ ' ~ n ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ g d ~ ~ i n g  e m .  t h e  Such e a r l y  were 
days  of 

t h e  Red Guard movement. 

B. . F u r t h e r  I n s t r u c t i o n s :  A t t e m p t s  a t  C o n t r o l  and 
t h e  Carte Blanche  Reaffirmed 

I n  t h e  week f o l l o w i n g  the '  18 Augus t  r a l l y ,  Red 
Guards from Peking  andcotKer  ci t ies w e r e  r e c e i v e d  by Chou 
En- la l ,  as w e l l  a s  Tao Chu and other  members of t h e  Cen- J 

t r a l ' C R G .  T h i s  t a c t i c  had t h e  des i r ed  effect  of circum- 
v e n t i n g  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  which  was about  
t o  come under  a t t a c k ,  b u t  it a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  Red Guard 
p r e t e n t i o u s n e s s  and p u g n a c i t y  ( a s  bo th  Tao and Chou t ended  ,/ 

i m p l i c i t l y  t o  'reaffirm, even  expand upon, Chiang Ching ' s  
c a r t g  b l a n c h e  of l a t e  J u g y ) ,  and was a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  
move a l s o  under  way a t  t h i s  t i m e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l  
squads  and i n t r o d u c e  some d i s c i p l i n e  i n t o  t h e  r a n k s  of 
t h e  young M a o i s t s .  A s  t h e  Red G u a r d s  fanned  o u t  from 
P e k i n g  i n t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l s  and o t h e r  major  c i t i e s ,  
t h e  overwhelming m a j o r i t y  ci*ed these i n t e r v i e w s  a s  j u s t i -  
f i c a t i o n  f o r  i g n o r i n g  o r  oppos ing  t h e  specific i n s t r u c t i o n s  
of l o c a l  CRGs. Fur the rmore ,  as v e r b a t i m  of t h e  i n t e r v i e w s <  
were soon  d i s s e m i n a t e d  th roughou t  much of China ,  t h e y  were 
seized upon by m i l i t a n t  Red Guards i n  o t h e r  c i t i es  a s  
s i m i l a r  j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  

Tao Chu's 2 1  August t a l k  w i t h  Red Guards from 
Kansu, K i r i n ,  Shantung,  Shens i ,  and Szechwan is notewor thy  
i n  s e v g r a l  respects. For o p e n e r s ,  Tao informed t h e  s t u -  
d e n t s  t h a t  h e  o n l y  knew ''a l i t t l e "  a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  
t h e i r  a r e a s ,  t he reby  opening  t h e  way f o r  a f l o o d  of de- 
t a i l e d  c o m p l a i n t s  by t h e  v i s i t o r s .  The  Red Guards from 
S i a n ' s  Chiaotung U n i v e r s i t y ,  f o r  example,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  
t h e y  hqd " b a s i c a l l y  no f a i t h  i n  t h e  (Shens i )  P r o v i n c i a l  
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Committeef1 under  Hu Yao-pang, and "demanded t h a t  t h e  Pro- 
v i n c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  and t h e  N o r t h w e s t  Bureau" unde r  Liu  Lan- 
t ao  "be r e o r g a n i z e d . "  Tao r e p l i e d  ( to  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  ap- 
p l a u s e ) ,  "That is for  you t o  dec ide , "*  and  added t h a t  " a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  time, o n l y  Chairman Mao and t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  
l e d  by him [ i . e . ,  those members of t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  
s t i l l  i n good odor] a r e  correct ."  

in t h e i r  l o c a l i t i e s  had c i r c u l a t e d  telegrams, o s t e n s i b l y  
from t h e  C e n t r a l  Commit tee ,  c a l l i n g  o n ' t h e  Red Guards to  
p l e d g e  t o  de fend  t h e  P a r t y  P r o v i n c i a l  Commit tees  and Re-  
g i o n a l  Bureaus  " w i t h  t h e i r  l i v e s . "  Tao  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  
t e l e g r a m s  were f a b r i c a t i o n s ,  i n f e r r i n g  t h a t  t h e  hoax had 
been  p e r p e t r a t e d  by loca l  *doff i c i a l s .  (l'such s t a t e m e n t s  would 
mean t h a t  you c a n n o t  stir u p  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " ) .  
H e  f u r t h e r  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  Red Guards t o  "drag o u t "  and 
" s t r u g g l e 1 1  any p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  s e c r e t a r y  who " s t a n d s  i n  
t h e  way of the grea t  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n , "  and informed 
them t h a t  

O t h e r  s t u d e n t s  compla ined  t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  committees 

Chairman Mao has s a i d  t h a t  anyone from any- 
w h e r e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  may come t o  P e k i n g ,  
and anyone i n  Peking  may a l s o  go t o  any  
place i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  ... T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  is 
free.** 

Thus ,  Tao conf i rmed  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards were t h e  t r u e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  t h a t  a l l  of t h e i r  a c t i o n s  ( u n s p e c i f i e d )  
i n  d e f e n s e  of Mao and  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  were correct, 
and t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  be a s s u r e d  of s u p p o r t .  

* B o t h  Hu and  L i u  were purged e a r l y  on .  

**Tao was n o t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  buy off t h e  y o u t h s  w i t h  
empty  promises .  As of 5 September, f o r  example, a l l  
sleeper c a r s  from Canton  t o  Shanghai  and  a l l  h a r d - c l a s s  
s ea t s  from Canton t o  Peking  were ordered r e s e r v e d  fo r  
t h e  Red Guards f o r  a n  " i n d e f i n i t e  p e r i o d . "  The l o g i s t i c a l  
problems i n v o l v e d  i n  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l iaisc5n" w i l l  be d i s -  
c u s s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  chap te r .  
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On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  Chou s p o k e  t o  s t u d e n t s  a t  
Ts inghua ,  r e a f f i r m i n g  most of t h e  p o i n t s  made by Tao ,  
b u t  s t a t i n g  t h a t  a l l  Red Guard a c t i o n s  "must be under-  
t a k e n  w i t h  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  c u r i n g  t h e  d i sease  t o  s a v e  
t h e  p a t i e n t . "  Chou "welcomed" Ts inghua  p o s t e r s  c r i t i c iz -  
i n g  h i m s e l f  ( I t . .  .much too few.. . I  a l s o  have t o  s tee l  my- 
s e l f  i n  t h e  storm"), and s a n c t i o n e d  a wide  r a n g e  of Red 
Guard a c t i v i t i e s ,  b u t  informed t h e  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e  re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  "errors"committed by t h e  work teams 
rested w i t h  t h e  "new Munic ipa l  Committee and t h o s e  Cen- 
t r a l  Committee comrades who work in"Pek ing"  fo r  "no t  
s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n f o r m i n g  [ t h e  teams] of p o l i c i e s  and t a sks . "  
A s  was t h e  case f o u r  d a y s  e a r l i e r ,  Chou's  c a v e a t s  went  
unheeded. 

I 

I! . One r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  was t h a t  t h e  a s t u t e  Premier's. 
moderate c o u n s e l  Was n e a t l y  counterkjalanced w i t h  p ro t e s t a -  
t i o n s  of militancy--"You ough t  t o  r i s e  up i n  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
and I came t o  l i g h t  t h e  f i r e " - -p romises  t h a t  i f  any  s t u -  
d e n t  demands t h e  campus appea rance  of former work team 
members, " t h e y  w i l l  come r i g h t  away," and e x p r e s s i o n s  of 
c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t ,  Red Guards th roughou t  t h e  c o u n t r y  "can 
solve t h e i r  p roblems by themselves ."  Again,  Chou reiter-  
ated t h a t  t h e  P a r i s  Commune s h o u l d  be t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
exemplar  for t h e  Red Guards ,  b u t  r e n d e r e d  t h i s  a meaning- 
less endorsement  by n o t i n g  t h a t  f i v e  d i s t i n c t  Red Guard 
g r o u p s  a l r e a d y  ex i s t ed  a t  Tsinghua and t h a t  

any k i n d  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  is a l l  r i g h t ,  a s  
l o n g  a s  i t  is i n  t h e  name of t h e  great  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  The o r g a n i z i n g  of 
d i f f e r e n t  o p i n i o n s  is t h e  freedom of or- 
g a n i z a  t i o n .  

I n  sum, n e i t h e r  Tao  n o r  Chou impar t ed  c l ea r  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  o r  g u i d e l i n e s  t o  t h e  Red Guards.  R a t h e r ,  t h e  s t u -  
d e n t s  were encouraged  t o  a t t a c k  whomever t h e y  p l e a s e d  
( s a v e  f o r  a s a c r o s a n c t  few) ,  go wherever  t h e y  wished  o n  
expense-pa id  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  and o r g a n i z e  a s  t h e y  
saw f i t .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  . 
i n c h o a t e  phase  of Red Guard excesses i n  Pek ing  had s e r v e d  
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its p u r p o s e ,  The young f a n a t i c s  had b looded  and been 
b l o o d i e d  a n d ,  it was b e l i e v e d ,  toughened u p  for  t h e  com- 
i n g  a s s a u l t  on more formidable  targets .  Apparen t ly ,  Mao 
a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  would o f fe r  l i t t l e  
or no r e s i s t a n c e ,  hav ing  been g i v e n  c lear  warn ing  of t h e  
f a t e  t h a t  awai ted  those who opposed t h e  Red Guards.  

1 

On 25 August ,  t h e  f irst  posters were no ted  i n  
Pek ing  (and soon  a f t e r  in T i e n t s i n )  announcing  t h e  e s t ab -  
l i s h m e n t  of c o n t r o l  squads*  composed of e l i t e  Red Guards 
i n  t h e i r  ' t w e n t i e s .  These  s q u a d s  were r e a d i l y  i d e n t i f i -  
ab le ,  w i t h  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  s t y l e  un i fo rms  and d i s t i n c t i v e  
armbands,  and  t h e y  showed c o n s i d e r a b l e  t r a i n i n g  by t h e i r  
r e l a t i v e l y  d i s c i p l i n e d  b e h a v i o r .  Moreover ,  t h e y  were au- .  
thorized t o  t e a r  down o f f e n s i v e  posters and expel "dis- . .  r 

r e p u t a b l e  e lements"  from t h e  r a n k  and f i l e .  On 28 August ,  
a People 's  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  e n d o r s e d  t h i s  development  and 
c a l l e d  on  t h e  Red Guards t o  t a k e  t h e  PLA a s  t h e i r  mode l ,  
b u t  t h e n  b l u r r e d  t h e  endorsement  by "warmly s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n s "  of t h e  Red Guards i n  g e n e r a l ,  
In much t h e  same way a s  Chou had hedged i t  s i x  d a y s  - 
ear 1 ier  . 

On 31 August ,  t h e  d a t e  of t h e  second mass r a l l y ,  
a Red Guard c o n t r o l  squad  d i r e c t i v e  was posted through-  
o u t  Peking  f o r b i d d i n g  t h e  u s e  of force i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  and  o r d e r i n g  Red Guards t o  respect t h e  "supreme 
a u t h o r i t y ? '  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee and t h e  Peking  muni- 
c i p a l  committee, The d i r e c t i v e  cri t icized t h e  Red Guards 
for  commi t t ing  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  errors: 

1. s h a v i n g  t h e  heads of those s u s p e c t e d  of 
o p p o s i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  

2. a t t a c k i n g  some " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  famil i4sY" 
i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e i r  mass o n s l a u g h t ;  

*The term chiu-cha t u i  has a l s o  been  t r a n s l a t e d  a s  
p i cke t  c o r p s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  teams, and  p r o v o s t  teams.  
They a l l  refer t o  t h e  same g r o u p s .  
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3. commandeering o f f i c i a l  c a r s ;  

4.  s e a r c h i n g  o f f i c i a l s '  r e s i d e n c e s  and 
j e o p a r d i z i n g  s t a t e  secrets;  

5. f a i l i n g  t o  r e s p e c t  f o r e i g n e r s ;  . and  

6 .  m o l e s t i n g  Hong Kong C h i n e s e .  

The t h r u s t  of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  was echoed by  L i n  
P-ao and Chou a t  t h e  s econd  r a l l y ,  a t t e n d e d  by some 5 0 0 , -  
000 Red Guards ,  most of whom were v i s i t o r s  who had come 
t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  Chou emphasized 
" r e a s o n i n g ,  n o t  force i n  s t r u g g l e t 1  and ca l led  fo r  I t a l l -  

o u t  effor ts"  t o  b u i l d  t h e  Red Guards i n t o  a ' j h i g h l y  or- 
g a n i z e d  and d i s c i p l i n e d "  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  would s e r v e  
a s  ' I the  r e l i a b l e  r e s e r v e  of t h e  PLA." L i n ,  wea r ing  a 
c o n t r o l  squad  armband, r e p e a t e d  Chou ' s  a p p e a l  for non- 
v i o l e n t  s t r u g g l e  (llDon' t h i t  people") b u t ,  u n l i k e  Chou, 
made t h e  p o i n t  by u s i n g  l anguage  h a r d l y  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  
calm anyone down: "Only by r e a s o n i n g  ... is i t  p o s s i b l e  
t o  t h o r o u g h l y  show t h e i r  [ i . e . , . t h e  c l a s s  enemy's ]  count -  
e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e a t u r e s ,  i s o l a t e  them t o  t h e  f u l l e r  
e x t e n t ,  d i sc red i t  t h e m ,  p u l l  them down, and smash t h e m . . . "  
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  n e t  effect  was a c a l m i n g ,  mt tempor- 
a r y ,  of Red Guard a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  O u t s i d e  
P e k i n g ,  however, v i o l e n c e  was still t h e  order  of t h e  day  
a n d ,  i n  f a c t ,  t e n d e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  a s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i -  ~ 

s o n  began i n  e a r n e s t .  The  c a l l s  f o r  order and  d i s c i p l i n e  
had c l e a r l y  been q u a l i f i e d  (or ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e y  were so 
c o n s t r u e d  by t h e  Red Guards ,  who soon  e x h i b i t e d  a n  un- 
canny knack for  s e l e c t i v e  q u o t a t i o n  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  
a c t i o n s ) ,  and emphas is  was p l a c e d  upon t h e  terror t h a t  
h a s  a lways  been a basic i n g r e d i e n t  i n  Mae's p u r g e s .  

C .  C o n f l i c t s  Between L o c a l s  and O u t s i d e r s  

Gues t s  from P e k i n g ,  p lease  be a l i t t l e  more 
humble. 

--A big-character p o s t e r ,  Chengchow, 4 
September 1966 
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Even p r io r  t o  t h e  first mass r a l l y  on  18 August ,  
p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  leaders began t o  p r e p a r e  for  t h e  Red 
Guard d e l u g e  t h a t  would soon  be upon t h e m .  Some, i n c l u d -  
i n g  Pan Fu-sheng (He i lungk iang) ,  L i u  Chien-hsun (Honan), 
and  Chang Ti -hsueh  (Hupeh), d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  c o u l d  i n  
t h e  s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t i m e  r e m a i n i n g  t o  accommodate t h e  
o u t s i d e r s .  Chang, for  example, dec l a red  on 24 August t h a t  
"chaos  s h o u l d  n o t  be f e a r e d "  and  t h a t  "there must n o t  be 
a n y  set r u l e s  ... The Red G u a r d s  s h o u l d  do w h a t  t h e y  want  
t o  do."  One week l a t e r ,  h e  s t a t e d :  

Large numbers a re i coming  t o  Wuhan from f r a t e r -  
n a l  p r o v i n c e s ,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s ,  and autonomous 
r e g i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from Peking.' . . , ,  t o  a s s i s t  
i n  o u r  s t r u g g l e  ... We s h o u l d  g i v e  them a warm 
welcome ..., l i s t e n  to t h e i r  v i ews  and cr i t ic isms,  
l e a r n  from t h e i r  p r o g r e s s i v e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  I and 
make e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  t h e i r  l i v e l i -  
hood and care f o r  t h e i r  h e a l t h  ... 

L i u  Chien-hsun scored h i s  p o i n t s  where  t h e y  r e a l l y  c o u n t e d ,  
w i t h  a n  18 August big-character pos t e r  i n  p r a i s e  of t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  H e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  C h a i r -  
man's accolades fo r  t h i s  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ac t" .  I n  addi-  
t i o n ,  he took t h e  l ead  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  "bombardments" 
a g a i n s t  h i s  own a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l l y  c o n t a c t e d  Red 
Guards i n  P e k i n g  i n v i t i n g  them t o  l i a i s e  t o  Honan, and . 
expended c o n s i d e r a b l e  sums of money t o  f i n a n c e  t h e i r  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  However, o ther  o f f i c i a l s ,  
s u c h  as L i  Ching-chuan (head of t h e  Southwes t  R e g i o n a l  
B u r e a u ) ,  Yen Hung-yen (Yunnan), and members of t h e  Shanghai  
Munic ipa l  P a r t y  Committee, followed a n  opposite c o u r s 8  
and o r g a n i z e d  t h e i r  forces in an  a t tempt  t o  de fend  t h e i r  
a r eas  a g a i n s t  t h e  imminent o n s l a u g h t . *  

*Pan, L i u  and Chang, a s  of t h i s  w r i t i n g  (W@vembet.. J968), 
have s u r v i v e d  t h e  pu rge  and been  r e t a i n e d  i n  p o s i t i o n s  
of a u t h o r i t y  (Pan and L i u  as cha i rmen  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  committees i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  p r o v i n c e s ;  Chang a s  
v ice-cha i rman) .  L i  and t h e  Shangha i  e l i t e  were purged;  
Yen took h i s  own l i f e  i n  J a n u a r y  1967. 
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S e v e r a l  f a c t o r s  h e l p  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  c l a s h e s  between 
o u t s i d e r s  ( p r i m a r i l y  from P e k i n g )  and  l o c a l  Red Guards 
t h a t  soon  e r u p t e d  i n  many p r o v i n c e s ,  e v e n  t h o s e  where 
P a r t y  l e a d e r s  were w i l l i n g  to  p e r m i t  or s u b m i t  t o  p e r s o n a l  
a t t a c k s ,  F i r s t  of a l l ,  t h e  Red Guards were l i t t l e  more 
t h a n  young toughs--a Maoist v e r s i o n  of t h e  H e l l ' s  Angels-- 
and ,  a s  s u c h ,  i l l d i s p o s e d  toward s e t t l i n g  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b y  p a c i f i c  means.  Secondly ,  t h i s  v e r y  b e l l i g e r e n c y ,  o f t e n  
coup led  w i t h  i d e o l o g i c a l  r i g i d i t y ,  f o s t e r e d  t h e  disagree- 
ments  and s p l i t s  t h a t  p a r t l y  o c c a s i o n e d  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  pro- 
l i f e r a t i o n  of competing Red Guard g r o u p s .  T h i r d ,  t h e  a r -  
r i v a l  of Pek ing  Red Guards i n  a n o t h e r  c i t y  was n e a r l y  
a lways  f o l l o w e d  by demands on  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  v i s i t o r s  
t h a t  t h e  P a r t y  committee be r e o r g a n i z e d  a n d ,  upon b e i n g  
r e f u s e d  or opposed ,  b y  c a l l s  t o  "bombard t h e  headquar t e r s "  
and p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e .  F o u r t h ,  t h e  Pek ing  Red Guards 
(as w e l l  a s  l o c a l s  who had been t o  P e k i n g ) ,  hav ing  m e t  
w i t h  C e n t r a l  CRG members o r  o t h e r  l e a d e r s ,  t o o k  t h e  vague 
t t i n s t r u c t i o n s "  t h a t  t h e y  had r e c e i v e d  a s  a n  impr imatur  
t o  o r g a n i z e  and d i r e c t  Red Guard a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a s  
t o  which t h e y  l i a i s e d .  T h i s  l e d  t o  c h a r g e s  ( u s u a l l y  j u s -  
t i f S e d )  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  from t h e  c a p i t a l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  ac t ing  
a s  model Red Guards,  behaved l i k e  masters  and a t t e m p t e d  
t o  l o r d  i t  o v e r  l o c a l  g r o u p s .  F i f t h ,  many Red Guard and 
S c a r l e t  Guard ( u s u a l l y  worke r s )  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had been  
s e t  u p  by l o c a l  CRGs f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  pu rpose  of d e f e n d i n g  
t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  a g a i n s t  o u t s i d e  a t t a c k .  * C o n f l i c t  i n  
s u c h  cases was unavo idab le .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  i n n a t e  s u s p i c i o n  
of some Chinese  toward t h e i r  f e l lows  from o ther  a reas  of 
t h e  c o u n t r y  occas ioned  s u s p i c i o n  and m i s t r u s t  from t h e  
o u t s e t .  The p a r o c h i a l  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  Can tonese  and t h e  
h o s t i l i t y  of t h e  T i b e t a n s  and o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  
toward t h e  Han ( e t h n i c  Ch inese )  a r e  good examples .  

*Such m a c h i n a t i o n s  were e x p l i c i t l y  p r o h i b i t e d  by Mao 
i n  a d i r e c t i v e  promulgated on 7 September .  The p r o h i b i -  
t i o n  was r e i t e r a t e d  i n  a C e n t r a l  Committee d e c i s i o n  of 
11 September ,  a s  w e l l  as a P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l  o f  
t h e  same d a t e .  
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By t h e  end  of Augus t ,  c l a s h e s  between r i v a l  Red 
Guard g r o u p s  were r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  t h r e e  s p e c i a l  mun ic i -  
p a l i t i e s  and a t  l e a s t  t h i r t e e n  p r o v i n c e s . *  Some of t$ese 
were r e l a t i v e l y  minor ( s u c h  a s  fist f i g h t s  between mem;' ' 

bers of h o s t i l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  same s c h o o l ) ;  o t h e r s ,  
however,  were p o r t e n t s  of p i t c h e d  b a t t l e s  t o  come. i.' 

good i n f o r m a t i o n  conce rn -  
i n g  t h  One Auch is a l e t t e r  f r o m  a 
Pek ing  s t u d e n t  r e c o u n t i n g  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  t 
Kwangsl d u r i n g  l a t e  August  and e a r l y  September. Upon 
a r r i v i n g  i n  K w e i l i n ,  t h e  writer s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  team 
s p e n t  ''a few d a y s  o n  f a c t - f i n d i n g "  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i 
t i t y  of K w e i l i n ' s  " c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d e r s "  a n d  t h e n  mounte 
a "bombardment" a g a i n s t  t h e m .  "The l o c a l  P a r t y  a u t h o  
were e s p e c i a l l y  a f r a i d  of u s  P e k i n g  s t u d e n t s , "  h e  wro 
"because  w e  knew t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  
I n  P e k i n g  and  b r o u g h t  t h e i r  s p i r i t  t o  Kweil in ."  However; 
even  though t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  may have  b e e n  " b a d l y  shaken , "  
t h e  P e k i n g  c o n t i n g e n t  d i d  n o t  have  a n  e a s y  t i m e  of i t .  
According to t h e  s t u d e n t  

ea l o c a l  workers and  p e a s a n t s  t o  " su r round  and  
a t t a c k  us'' and mobi l ized  " t h e  e n t i r e  propaganda mach ine ry  
under  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  t o  smear u s  a s  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  . . . ,  
c o n f u s i o n  exchange  teams, and  t r e a c h e r y  exchange  teams." 
r h e  e n t i r e  o u t f i t  was p u t  unde r  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  and  some - 
team members were b e a t e n  and  a r r e s t e d .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  l e f t  K w e i l i n  a f t e r  a n  e i g h t e e n - d a y  s t a y ,  p roud  
3 f  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and l e a v i n g  a s  t h e i  
l e g a c y  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  o the r  r e p o r t s )  a r e a l  donnybrook 
Setween t h e i r  l o c a l  s u p p o r t e r s  a t  t h e  Kwangsi Normal Co 
lege and t h e i r  w o r k e r - p e a s a n t  o p p o n e n t s .  

e a r r y  c r a s n e s .  
. .  

. .' 

. .  

i 
! I  

c. 

*Peking ,  S h a n g h a i ,  and  T i e n t s i n ;  Anhwei, H e i l u n g k i a n g ,  
Iopeh, Hunan, Hupeh, K i a n g s u ,  Kwangsi, Kwang,tung, K w e i - ,  
:how, Shan tung ,  S h e n s i ,  Szechwan, and  Yunnan. 
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I n  t h e  Sou thwes t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  t h a t  f o l -  
lowed t h e  a r r i v a l  of Red Guards from P e k i n g  and o t h e r  
a r eas ,  L i  Ching-chuan ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  his c r i t i c s )  t r i ed  
t o  b l u n t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s '  o f f e n s i v e  by f o r b i d d i n g  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  and i n c i t i n g  t h e  Red Guards t o  f i g h t  
among t h e m s e l v e s .  On 30 A u g u s t ,  Li a l l e g e d l y  t e l ephoned  
C h i a  Chi-yun (Kweichow F i r s t  Secretary) and  t o l d  h i m  how 
t o  proceed w i t h  regard  t o  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  of t h e  a c t i v i -  
t ies  of l i a i s i n g  Red Guards.  A f a v o r i t e  t a c t i c  of Pek ing  
Red Guards was a p p a r e n t l y  t o  h i d e  i n  l o c a l  P a r t y  o f f ices ,  
claim t h e y  had been  f o r c i b l y  d e t a i n e d ,  and t h e n  i n c i t e  
p e o p l e  to  Ifbombard t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s . "  L i  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  
P a r t y  committees o r g a n i z e  t h e i r  own Red Guards fo r  de- 
f e n s i v e  p u r p o s e s ,  and i f  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  a rgued  t h a t  t h e y  
were m e r e l y  f o l l o w i n g  Mao's P a r t y  o f f i -  
c i a l s  s h o u l d  r e p l y  t h a t  t h e y  a l s o  were d o i n g  e x a c t l y  t h a t .  
L i  a l so  recommended t h a t  his s u b o r d i n a t e s  m o n i t o r  com- 
m u n i c a t i o n s  and  s u p p r e s s  o u t g o i n g  Red Guard messages t o  
Pek ing  t h a t  r e p o r t e d  a d v e r s e l y  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Southwest  . 

Yen Hung-yen (Yunnan F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y ) ,  one  of L i ' s  
men, f o l l o w e d  h i s  s u p e r i o r ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  condemned t h e  
Red Guard h e l l e r s  as c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  and desc r ibed  
t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  n o t h i n g  less t h a n  "Hungar i an - s ty l e  
i n c i d e n t s . "  When Pek ing  Red Guards a r r i v e d  i n  Kunming 
on  28 August ,  Yen ordered h i s  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  p e r s o n n e l  
t o  " t a k e  o n  a b a t t l e  p o s t u r e  and h e i g h t e n  t h e i r  v i g i l a n c e , "  
and s e n t  some of h i s  cadres  ( d i s g u i s e d  as workers  and 
s t u d e n t s )  a b o u t  t h e  c i t y  d i s t r i b u t i n g  l e a f l e t s  and p a s t -  
i n g  up  pos t e r s  p r a i s i n g  Yen's  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  "defend- 
i n g  Mao and t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee.'' I n  a d d i t i o n ,  h e  s e n t  
two p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  cadres t o  Pek ing  t o  co l lec t  informa- 
t i o n  on t h e  s t u d e n t s  l i a i s i n g  t o  Yunnan and  fo rward  t h e  
d a t a  t o  Kunming. Yen is s a i d  t o  have  compiled a b lack -  
l ist c o n s i s t i n g  of n e a r l y  1 ,000 names and  t o  have s u c c e s e -  
f u l l y  opposed t h e  o u t e i d e  Red Guards u n t i l  l a t e  September, 
a t  w h i c h  time a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  cadre" made i t  t o  Pek ing  
where  he exposed Yen's  " tower ing  crimes.I' (Yen was i n  
a l l  l i k e l i h o o d  a dead duck by t h e  time of t h e  October work 
c o n f e r e n c e . )  
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The dajor  t r o u b l e  i n  Shanghai  d u r i n g  t h e  first 
d a y s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  h o s t i l i t y  
t h a t  deve loped  be tween t h e  Pek ing  c o n t i n g e n t  and l o c a l  
Red Guards,  e s p e c i a l l y  those from F u t a n  U n i v e r s i t y .  On 
2 September t h e  l a t t e r  i n j u r e d  s e v e r a l  P e k i n g e s e  i n  fi 
melee o u t s i d e  t h e  Mayor l s  o f f i ce ,  and t h e  v i s i t o r s  c r i t i -  
cized t h e  F u t a n  u n i t  f o r  n o t  a c t i n g  cor rea t ly  i n  follow- 
i n g  t h e  l ead '  of t h e  P e k i n g  Red Guards .  A f e w  d a y s  l a t e r ,  
a poster s i g n e d  b y  t h e  F u t a n  U n i v e r s i t y  Red Guard S t r u g -  
g l e  Committee a p p e a r e d ,  a c c u s i n g  t h e  P e k i n g e s e  of bad 
c o n d u c t ,  of l o r d i n g  i t  o v e r  t h e  loca l  Red Guards ,  and of 
" g e n e r a l l y  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  and u n n e c e s s a r i l y  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n s . ' t  
The F u t a n  group c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e y  were a s  c a p a b l e  a s  t h e  
P e k i n g  group.09  r u n n i n g  S h a n g h a i ' s  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  
T h e , d i s p u t e  c o n t i n u e d  for  some weeks, w i t h  bo th  sides ."o 
s e c u r i n g  l o c a l  a l l i e s .  

I n  Kwangtung , t r o u b l e  soon  deve loped  af ter  Pek ing  
Red Guards a p p e a r e d  i n  Canton  on 19 August .  Red Guards 
from t h e  South  Ch ina  T e c h n i c a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  fo r  example, 
c r i t i c ized  t h e  b e h a v i o r  of t h e  P e k i n g e s e  ( i n t e r  a l i a  for 
n o t  pay ing  t h e i r  f a res  w h e n . r i d i n g  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ) ,  
and  demanded t h a t  t h e y  l e a v e  Canton.  Gang f i g h t s  between 
c o n t e n d i n g  Red Guard g r o u p s  armed w i t h  wooden spears  were 
reported i n  l a t e  Augus t ,  and on 4 September ,  t h e  Pek ing  
Red Guard S o u t h e r n  L i a i s o n  Squad "o rde red"  a l l  p r i v a t e  
h a n d i c r a f t  s h o p s  t o  cease p r o d u c t i o n ,  a l l  "small merchants"  
t o  suspend  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a l l  j o i n t  s t a t e -  
p r i v a t e  c o n c e r n s  to  close down.  The f o l l o w i n g  day ,  l o c a l  
Red Guards v i s i t e d  a l l  s u c h  e n t e r p r i s e s  and t o l d  them t o  
s t a y  open;  " t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  c a n n o t  be monopolized 
by Red Guards from Pek ing . "  Such a c t i v i t i e s  t e n d e d  t o  
e x a c e r b a t e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n i m o s i t y  f e l t  by Can tonese  to- 
ward o u t s i d e r s ,  and t h e  t e n s i o n s  t h u s  c r e a t e d  were a 
major c o n t r i b u t i n g  fac tor  t o  t h e  s t a t e  of war t h a t  would 
b e f a l l  Canton t h e  f o l l o w i n g  summer .  

j e a lousy ,  s u s p i c i o n ,  and open c o n f l i c t  p l agued  t h e  Red 
Guard movement from t h e  v e r y  o u t s e t .  T h e s e  phenomena 
were t o  be g r e a t l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  i n  t h e  months ahead. 

I 
I 

From t h e s e  v a r i o u s  examples ,  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  
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IV .  SEPTEMBER: "WE'RE OFF TO PEKING!'" -- REVOLUTIONARY 
LIAISON ACCELERATES AND THE PLA BECOMES 
A DEN MOTHER 

* 

"Don't q u a r r e l .  
i n  Pek ing  f e a r  most...., 
s t a r t  your  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  such  i n s u l t s  as 
' r o t t e n  egg '  and  ' s o n  o f  a b i tch . '  You don'% 
u n d e r s t a n d  and  t h e n  you punch p e o p l e  -- t h i s  
wont t do. 

T h i s  is t h e  t h i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s  
It  is n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  

. -- Chou E n - l a i  t o  Red Guards ,  10 September  1966 

If t h e i r  
g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  is correct,  it i s , p e r m i s -  
sible for  them t o  have some l i t t l e  f l a w s .  We 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  r e c t i f y  them i n d u e  
c o u r s e .  'I 

' "Allow t h e  y o u t h s  t o  commit errors. 

-- Mao Tse - tung ,  quo ted  by Hs ieh  Fu-ch ih ,  13 
September  1966 

" T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  w e  real ize  that . . .we must 
s t r u g g l e  by r e a s o n  and n o t  by f o r c e .  
once swept u p  i n t o  t h e  s w i r l  of t h e  heated 
c lass  s t r u g g l e ,  some of u s  became e m o t i o n a l l y  
dptache'd from P a r t y  p o l i c y  ... 
c o u l d  n o t  c o n t r o l  o u r s e l v e s  in t h e  c o u r s e  of  
s t r u g g l e .  . . '' 
-- Canton Number 1 Midd le  Schoo l  Red G u a r d s ,  
13 September  1966 

"The Red Guards '  a u t h o r i t y  was g i v e n  by 
Chairman Mao h imsel f .  
n o t  be commi t t ing  any  crimes by c o n d u c t i n g  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and  t h a t  t h e i r  u p r i s i n g  is 
e n t i r e l y  a r i g h t e o u s  one." 

-- Letter from a r e s i d e n t  of Canton ,  25 
Septlsmber 1966 

However, 
' 

W e  sometimes 

T h i s  means t h e y  w i l l  



. .  

A .  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  L i a i s o n  Beg ins  i n  E a r n e s t  

Dur ing  September ,  t h e  main t a r g e t  o f  Red Guard 
a t  tacks c o n t i n u e d  to s h i f t  f rom "bourgeo i s "  c i t i z e n s  
t o  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l ,  r e g i o n a l ,  and 
c e n t r a l  l e v e l .  September a l s o  saw a d r a s t i c  i n c r e a s e  
i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w i t h  wave u p h  waie of Red 
Guards  d e s c e n d i n g  on t h e  cap i t a l  t o  r e g i s t e r  t h e i r  
c o m p l a i n t s ,  soon  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  home p r o v i n c e s  and 
more h e l l - r a i s i n g . *  F u r t h e r  c o n t i n g e n t s  of P e k i n g e s e  

still other g r o u p s  engaged i n  i n t r a -  or i n t e r - p r o v i n c i a l  
l i a i s o n .  

' R e d  Guards  l e f t  t h e i r  schools f o r  other a reas ,  w h i l e  

On 5 September, a j o i n t  C e n t r a l  Committee-State 
C o u n c i l  d i r e c t i v e  was promulga ted  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  regu-  
l a t i o n s  t h a t  were t o  gove rn  l i a i s o n  t o  Pek ing .  F i r s t ,  
it was s t a t e d  t h a t  " a l l  s t u d e n t s  of i n s t i t u t e s  of h i g h e r  
e d u c a t i o n "  were e n t i t l e d  t o  l i a i s e  t o  the .capi ta1 ,  w i t h  
e v e r y  f i f t y  s t u d e n t s  t o  be accompanied by one  f a c u l t y  or 
s t a f f  member chosen  by t h e  loca l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  With re- 
gard t o  midd le - schoo l  s t u d e n t s  (" there are  so many"), 
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  stated t h a t  "it is o n l y  feas ib le  t o  pick 
one OU& of t e n , "  i n  t h i s  c a s e  w i t h  a 1 : l O O  f a c u l t y -  
s t u d e n t  r a t i o .  
a l l o w e d  t o  s t a y  i n  Pek ing  f o r  f o u r  days.  

Groups from both categories would be 

The d i r e c t i v e  f u r t h e r  i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r o u p s  
v i s i t  P e k i n g  a t  d i f f e r e n t  times, a c c o r d i n g  t o  " the  u n i -  
f i e d  p l a n  mapped o u t  by t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  r e g a r d i n g  
t h e  number of v i s i t o r s  and t h e  t i m e  of v i s i t . "  Local 
a u t h o r i t i e s  were ordered t o  "put  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  good s h a p e  
beforehand"  and  charged w i t h  "making o v e r a l l  p r e p a r a t i o n s  
I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s  a t  c o l l e g e s  
and  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  and  w i t h  the  v a r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  
towns and  v i l l a g e s . "  The s t u d e n t s  and  teachers were 
reminded t h a t  t h e y  "must b r i n g  rice coupons and s imple  
baggage"- l i t h  them. A l a t e r  ' (16 September) d i r e c t i v e  

*The Red Guards  soon  began t o  a i r  their  d i r t y  l a u n d r y  

'September. By J u l y  1967, FBIS l i s t e d  192 s e p a r a t e  Red 
Guard t i t l e s ;  by A p r i l  1968, t h e  list had b u r g e o n e d ' t o  
468 t i t les .  

i n  j o u r n a l  form. The first Red Guard paper, t h e  hun . .  
wei-p ing  pao, commenced p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  Pek ing  on + 
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Profii t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  Ra i lways  i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
t h a t ,  ha l fway  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s t a y  ( i . e . ,  two d a y s  before 
e m b a r k a t i o n ) , t h e y  were t o  send  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  
P e k i n g  Munic ipa l  P a r t y  Commit tee ' s  r e c e p t i o n  c e n t e r  t o  
o b t a i n  tickets f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p  home. 

For a number o f  r e a s o n s ,  p l a n s  for  o r d e r l y  "revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n "  were doomed from t h e  o u t s e t .  
t h e  local a u t h o r i t i e s  who were t o  make t h e  " o v e r a l l  
p r e p a r a t i o n s "  were t h e m s e l v e s  coming unde r  s e v e r e  a t tack  
from t h e  Red Guards a n d ,  hence ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  u n a b l e  or 
u n w i l l i n g  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  Second,  a s  t h e  
p e r q u i s i t e s  of  Red Guard s t a t u s  became a p p a r e n t ,  many 
s t u d e n t s  who had n o t  been  chosen  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e l e c t i o n  
s i m p l y  establfshed u n i t s  on t h e i r  own. i n i t i a t i v e ,  were 
o u t s i d e  t he  c o n t r o l  of t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  CRGs (many of 
which were a l so  coming unde r  a t tack,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  . 
l o c a l  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s )  from t h e  s t a r t ,  a n d  d i d  p r e t t y  
much a s  they  chose ( i n c l u d i n g  l i a i s i n g  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  
and  other areas). T h i r d ,  t h e  v e r i t a b l e  carte b l a n c h e  
handed t h e  Red Guards i n  P e k i n g  by Madame Mao, Tao Chu, 
Chou E n - l a i ,  and o t h e r s  was s e e n  by Red Guards  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  them a l s o ,  and t h u s ,  t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a n a r c h y  soon  came t o  be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a 
na t ion -wide  mandate.  F o u r t h ,  and  a c o r o l l a r y  t o  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  p o i n t ,  i t  became clear i n  short  order t h a t  90% 
Clf t h e  middle-school  Red Guards  would n o t  a c q u i s e c e  i n  
s t a y i n g  home whi l e  10% of t h e i r  fe'llows l i a i s e d  t o  Pek ing  
( t h e  first t r i p  of any  moment fo r  most o f  them), c a u g h t  
a'glim#se dfr t h e  god-head, and  g e n e r a l l y  had t h e  t i m e  o f  
t h e i r  l i v e s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  sheer magni tude  of C h i n a ' s  
s t u d e n t  p o p u l a t i o n  p r e c l u d e d  o r d e r l y  l i a i s o n .  Rough 
p r o j e c t i o n s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  C h i n a ' s  college e n r o l l m e n t  i n  
1966 was some 650,00O-r700,000 whi le  t h e  m i d d l e  s c h o o l s  
had a p p r o x i m a t e l y  13-15 m i l l i o n  s t u d e n t s .  
September d i r e c t i v e  had been  obeyed ,  l i a i s o n  t o  Pek ing  
would have  i n v o l v e d  a g r a n d  t o t a l  of 2-2# m i l l i o n  s t u d e n t s  
v i s i t i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l .  S e v e r a l  r e p o r t s ,  however ,  estimate 
tha t  a t o t a l  of t e n  m i l l i o n  Red Guards l i a i s e d  t o  Peking;  
w i t h  a s  many as  two m i l l i o n  of them ( t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o t a l )  
i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  a t  one  time. 

F i r s t ,  

If t h e  5 
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R a l l  t ranspor t c ondi  t i ons i n  Peking 
s w a a i i y  aet e r i o r  area!  reach ing  a cr i t i ca l  state on 15 
September and r e s u l t i n g  in t h e  suspens ion  of commercial 
o p e r a t i o n s  a t  a l l  Peking r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n s  three days 
l a t e r .  S imul taneous ly ,  t ransport  outages  began t o  appear 
throughout t h e  country .  I * 

- _  - - . _  
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Confus ion  a l s o  r e i g n e d  c o n c e r n i n g  e x a c t l y  what 
a m e n i t i e s  were t o  be p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  p e r e g r i n a t i n g  
s t u d e n t s .  I n i t i a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  w h i l e -  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  l o d g i n g  were free, t h e  Red Guards  
were t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  for  bujring t h e i r  own meals.* 
However, many s t u d e n t s  embarked on their  a d v e n t u r e s  w i t h -  
l i t t l e  more t h a n  t h e  clothes on t he i r  backs, and  any  
o f f i c i a l  who r e f u s e d  them food d i d  so a t  h i s  p e r i l .  I >  I 

O ther  o f f i c i a l s  went one  be t t e r ,  p r o v i d i n g  free f o o d ,  . I  

c lo th  and other s u p p l i e s ,  a n d ,  in some cases, pocket  
money t o  t h e  Red Guards from t h e  o u t s e t !  I -  

I .  . 
I 

till others allowed Red Guards t o  s i g n  f o r  t h e i r  m e a l s ,  . 
( +  with t h e i r  s c h o o l s  t o  p ick  up t h e  t a b ,  and  a t  least  one ; 

n o t i c e  of t h e  r u l e s  t o  a l l  s t a t i o n s " - l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e i r  
l i n e  of march -- h a r d l y  t h e  way t o  e n s u r e  u n i f o r m i t y .  
I n  s h o r t ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  was less t h a n  a 
s t a n d a r d i z e d  u n d e r t a k i n g  from t h e  s t a r t .  

, -depa r tmen t  asked t h e  y o u t h f u l  t r a v e l l e r s  t o  " s e r v e  - b 

~ 

% I n  Swatow (Kwangtung), f o r  example ,  t h e  price for  three ' 
meal s  a day was .15 yuan  p l u s  one  r ice r a t i o n  coupon 
( i . e . ,  6C -- one yuan  e q u a l s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  U.S. $.40).  
I n  Shangha i ,  t h e  comparable r a t e  was r e p o r t e d l y  .40 yuan. 
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B. F u r t h e r  I n s t r u c t i o n s  from t h e  C e n t e r  

Dur ing  September, a d d i t i o n a l  d i r e c t i v e s  were 
'promulga ted  i n  a f u r t h e r  attempt t o  r e g u l a r i z e  and  
d e l i m i t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Red Guards.  However, 
s u c h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were mi t iga ted  by t h e  f r e e w h e e l i n g  
i n t e r v i e w s  of t h e  p r e v i o u s  month,  by f u r t h e r  accolade 
from Ma0 and L i n ,  and by t h e  v e r y  magni tude  of Red 
Guard a c t i v i t y  i t s e l f .  

One d i r e c t i v e ,  i s s u e d  j o i n t l y  on 8 September 
by t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee and t h e  S t a t e  C o u n c i l ,  conce rned  
t h e  s a f e g u a r d i n g  of P a r t y  and s t a t e  secrets. After 
remind ing  t h e  Red Guards  t h a t  t h e y  "have t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
fo r  s a f e g u a r d i n g  c o d e s ,  cables, c o n f i d e n t i a l  document 
a r c h i v e s  and  c o n f i d e n t i a l  d a t a , "  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  s t a t e d  
t h a t  no u n a u t h o r i z e d  p e r s o n s  may u s e  s u c h  data or e n t e r  
a r e a s  where s u c h  data are  housed -- a clear i m p l i c a t i o n  
t h a t  i m p o r t a n t  materials had been o r  were i n  dange r  o 
b e i n g  compromised. On t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day ,  i n  a speech 
a t  one  of t h e  Red h a r d  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  P e k i n g ,  Chou En-' 
l a i  ordered t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  d e s i s t  f rom e n t e r i n g , g o v e r n -  
ment b u r e a u s  ( h e y s p e c i f i c a l l y  deplored a s i t - i n  of s e v e r a l  
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I d a y s  d u r a t i o n  i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Geology) and  " i n t e r -  
f e r i n g  in t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of others" -- "You promote 
t h e  movement a l l  day l o n g ,  b u t  t h e y  b v e  work t o  do."* 
A f u r t h e r  d i r e c t i v e  (14 September)  f o r b a d e  u r b a n  Red 
Guards from l i a i s i n g  below t h e  coun ty  ( h s i e n )  l e v e l  a n d ,  
c o n v e r s e l y ,  p r o h i b i t e d  sub-county s t u d e n t s  from l i a i s i n g  
t o  other a r e a s .  However, t h i s  d i r e c t i v e  had l i t t l e  
p r a c t i c a l  effect ,  f o r  t h e  " l o n g  marches on foot" t h a t  
came i n  f o r  o f f i c i a l  a p p r o v a l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  month ( i n  

p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m ) ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  practice of u r b a n  
Red Guards  t o  r e c r u i t  r u r a l  y o u t h s  i n  o r d e r  t o  augment 
t h e i r  r a n k s ,  made it impossible t o  seal  o f f  t h e  boon- 
docks f r o m  t h e  d i s r u p t i v e  effects of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n .  

As was t h e  c a s e  d u r i n g  Augus t ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
s t a t e m e n t s  d e c l a i m i n g  t h e  p r e c i p i t o u s  b e h a v i o r  of ove r -  
z e a l o u s  Red Guards were made by Chou En-Zai, I n  a 

t o  l i a i s e  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s ) ,  Chou expounded a t  some l e n g t h  
on t h e  problems t h e n  a f f l i c t i n g  t h e  Red Guard movement. 

On t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  t h e  P r e m i e r  emphasized t h a t  t h e  
young m i l i t a n t s  were t h e  r e s e r v e  of t h e  PLA a n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  
t h e y  were t o  " a t t a c k  w i t h  r e a s o n "  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r c e  
( "p ledge  t h a t  you w i l l  assume your  r o l e  i n  a d i s c i p l i n e d  
and  o r g a n i z e d  manner");  t h a t  Red G u a r d s  f r o m  P e k i n g  s h o u l d  
learn from l o c a l  Red Guards and  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  them 
( " d o n ' t  d e s t r o y  what t h e y  do n o t  want t o  d e s t r o y " ) ;  t h a t  
t h o s e  on l i a i s o n  qay seek a s s i s t a n c e  th rough  c h a n n e l s  
f rom t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG i f  t h e y  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  u n a b l e  t o  
s o l v e  problems on t h e i r  own; t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  n o t  i n t e r -  
fere w i t h  p r o d u c t i o n  ("have c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  the  workers 
can  s o l v e  t h e i r  own problems")  o r  i n s u l t  " f o r e i g n  f r i e n d s ; "  
t h a t  t h o s e  bound f o r  S i n k i a n g  m u s t  n o t  l i a i s e  t o  a r e a s  
n e a r  t h e  f r o n t i e r ;  and t h a t  t h e  three Peking  Red Guard 

. a n  attempt t o  ease t h e  burden  placed upon t h e  t r a n s -  

c 

' major pronouncement on 10 September  ( t o  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  

*As a p D t t e n t  of t h i n g s  t o  come, t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  
t h e  s i t - i n  resisted t h e  demands t h a t  t h e y  clear o u t  of  

Mao's w r i t i n g s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  i n t r a n s i g e n c e .  
I t h e  M i n i s t r y  by r e c i t i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  b a n a l i t i e s  f rom 
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h e a d q u a r t e r s  s h o u l d  s t a y  o u t  o f  each  otherCs a f f a i r s .  * 
H e  f u r t h e r  c a u t i o n e d  them a g a i n s t  g o i n g  off ha l f -cocked  
( " . . . your  knowledge of society and P a r t y  po l icy  is still  
l i m i t e d  ...; if you do n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e ,  you have no r i g h t  
t o  s p e a k " ) ,  f o r  t h i s  would l e a d  t o  "commit t ing  m i s t a k e s  
a s  you d i d  i n  t h e  p a s t . "  One m i s t a k e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
d e p l o r e d  by Chou was t h e  Red Guards '  s c a t t e r - g u n  a s s a u l t  
on a u t h o r i t y ,  even  though  " o n l y  a f e w  l e a d e r s  want t o  
follow t h e  b o u r g e o i s  r o a d .  

However, a s  he had done on earlier o c c a s i o n s ,  
Chou removed much of t h e  s t i n g  from these crit icisms 
by l a r d i n g  h i s  r emarks  w i t h  m i l i t a n t  s t a t e m e n t s  and 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t h a t ,  by a p r o c e s s  02 s e l e c t i v e  q u o t a t i o n ,  
c o u l d  be cited by t h e  Red Guards t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  v e r y  
a c t i o n s  so d e p l o r e d  by t h e  P remie r .  F o r  example, Chou 
d i d  n o t  o r d e r  t h e  Red Guards t o  s e e k  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from 
Pek ing  w m e g a r d  t o  l i a i s o n - r e l a t e d  problems,  b u t  
mere ly  s a i d  t h e y  mi h t  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  C e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
i f  t h e  

p e r m i s s i o n  f rom t h e  l o c a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committCe if 
you want t o  make a n  on- the-spot  i n v e s t i g a t i o n , "  he a l so  
s a i d  t h a t  l i a i s i n g  s t u d e n t s  "must s t r u g g l e "  w i t h  t h o s e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  who "do n o t  welcome your  v i s i t s  and a t t e m p t  
t o  o b s t r u c t  and  o p p r e s s  you" -- t h u s ,  i f  s u c h  p e r m i s s i o n  
were d e n i e d ,  t h e  Red G u a r d s  c o u l d  (and  d i d )  c i te  t h e  
r e f u s a l  a s  a n  ac t  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  and  commence " s t r u g g l i n g "  
t h e  o f f i c i a l  or o f f i c i a l s  r e s p o n s i b l e .  F i n a l l y ,  Chou 
reminded h i s  a u d i e n c e  a t  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  t h a t  t h e y  must 
become a " f i g h t i n g  squad ,"  and t h a t  t he  "pr imary  t a s k "  
of  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  was "no t  t o  v i s i t ,  b u t  t o  
s t rugg le . "  Such  h o r t a t o r y  s t a t e m e n t s  would  s t i c k  w i t h  
t h e  Red Guards  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e y  had f o r g o t t e n  o r  conven- 
i e n t l y  set aside C h o u ' s  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t i n g  of t he i r  

deemed it --h a v sable.  Again ,  while he s t a t e d  
t h a t  + e d  Guards  m u s t  n o t  "ba rge  i n , "  b u t  r a t h e r  " g a i n  

* A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  Chou d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e  nod t o  any one 
h e a d q u a f t e r s ;  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  month (3 O c t o b e r ) ,  however,  
Chou backed t h e  T h i r d  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  "bad 
e lements"  were i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  o t h e r  two. A l l  three 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o - . o p e r a t e  i n t o  e a r l y  1967,  b u t  t h e  
B i i r d : b a d q u a r t e r s  was c l e a r l y  t h e  most power fu l  and i n -  
f l u e n t  i a  1. 
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defects and  m i s t a k e s . *  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Chou himself  s o o n  
r e t u r n e d  t o  a semi-"anything goes" s t a n c e .  
ember, i n  a l e t te r  t o  t h e  P e k i r g m  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  he  
s t a t e d ,  "If you deem f i  c o u r s e  of a c t i o n 7 ' t o  be correct,  
you s h o u l d  p z i s t  i n - i t , "  t h e  impl i ca tTon  b e i n g  t o  per- 
sist even  though olthers may d i s a g r e e .  Thus , 'Chou re- ' 
affsirmed' t h e  Maois t  p o s i t i o n  ag stated: b y - b i n  P i a 0  o n  
15 September  a t  t h e  t h i r d  mass r a l l y  i n  Peking:  

On 27 Sept- 

Red Guard f i gh te r s  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t u d e n t s !  
The g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  of  your  s t r u g g l e  is 
correct from b e g i n n i n g  t o  end .  Chairman Ma0 
and t h e  P a r t y  c e n t e r  r e s o l u t e l y  s u p p o r t  
you! ... Those i n  a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  road,, t h o s e  r e a c t i o n a r y  b o u r g e o i s  
" a u t h o r i t i e s  ,'I.' ' t h o s e  b lood- sucke r s  and  
p a r a s i t e s  -- a l l  of them have  been  g r e a t l y  
d i s t u r b e d  by you. You have done r i g h t  and 
f i n e !  

C. A t t e m p t s  a t  Greater O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  C o n t r o l  and  
ealls f o r  Help  

Dur ing  t h e  month of September  ( p r o b a b l y  p a r t l y  due 
t o  t h e  impending h a r v e s t ) ,  a d d i t i o n a l  t a c t i c s  were i n t r o -  
duced t o  b r i n g  t h e  Red Guards  -- e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  o n  or' 

%On a s imilar  o c c a s i o n  ( i n  l a t e  September  o r  e a r l y  Octo-  
b e r ) ,  Chou m e t  w i t h  a v i s i t i n g  Red Guard c o n t i n g e n t  from 
Harbin  E n g i n e e r i n g  I n s t i t u t e ,  and mad them t h e  r i o t  a c t  
f o r  a t t a c k i n g  Pan  f i e h e n g ,  a r r e s t i n g  t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s ,  and  
u s i n g  t h e  p r e s s  and communicat ions media t o  publicize tkieir 
a c c u s a t i o n s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Chou o r d e r e d  t h e  Red Guards 
'!not t o  go and r e p r o d u c e  my w o r d s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e , "  
and  s t a t ed  f i v e  t i m e s  d u r i n g  h i s  speech t h a t  i t  was "pel?- 
misaible" f o r  t h e  Red Guards t o  make mistakes, t h a t  s u c h  
mistakes were "unimpor tan t"  anyway, and  t h a t  h i s  c r i t i c a l  
remarks "do n o t  mean t h a t  you s h o u l d  p u t  fe t ters  on your  
hands  and f e e t . "  
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a b o u t  t o  b e g i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  -- under  g r e a t e r  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l .  S e v e r a l  s o u r c e s  r e p o r t  Red Guards 
a s s i s t i n g  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  work,  s u c h  a s  g a t h e r i n g  i n  c r o p s  
o r  b e i n g  u t i l i e e d  on w a t e r  conse rvancy  projects .  The 
c o n t r o l  squad  mechanism, first n o t e d  i n  Pek ing  on 25 August ,  
was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  and  some g r o u p s  o f  Red 
Guards were r e p o r t e d  t o  have been  b i l l e t e d  w i t h  PLA u n i t s  
i n  o r d e r  t o  r e c e i v e  some m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g .  I t  was sug-  
g e s t e d  by one source t h a t  t h e  young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  were 
t o  be o r g a n i z e d  a l o n g  l i n e s  somewhat s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  m i l i -  
t i a  and  unde r  t h e  g e n e r a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  of  t h e  PLA. 

Such p r o v i n c i a l  d a t a  a s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h i s  
p e r i o d  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  u s u a l  p r a c t i c e  was f o r  *@Red 
Guards ( o s t e n s i b l y )  t o  t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  s e t t i n g  u p  
J o i n t  Commands or Corpse t o  e x e r c i s e  g e n e r a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
Red Guard, a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a g i v e n  a r e a .  One or more s c h o o l s  
( u s u a l l y  u n i v e r s i t i e s  o r  colleges) would p u t  fo rward  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s a l ,  t o  which the other Red Guard u n i t s  
would q u f c k l y  r e s p o n d ,  elect  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and  e s t a b -  
l i s h  a p r e p a r a t o r y  committee. After a brief d i s c u s s i o n ,  
t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  commit tee  would "dec ide  unanimously" t o  
es tab l i sh  a J o i n t  Command f o r  t h e  l o c a l i t y ,  eleut o f f i c e r s ,  
and "order"  a r a n k i n g  PLA commander i n  t h e  area t o  s e r v e  
as t h e  C o r p ' s  c h i e f  i n s t r u c t o r .  The commander would a g r e e  
hnd a mass r a l l y  would f o l l o w ,  w i t h  Red Guard r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  making s t a n d a r d  pledges t o  t u r n  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
i n t o  a " h i g h l y  o r g a n i z e d ,  d i s c i p l i n e d  b a t t l e  force" and 
t h e  " sk rong  r e s e r v e  of t h e  PLA." T h e i r  i n s t r u c t o r s  i n  
t u r n  would p r o f e s s  " u n l i m i t e d  c o n f i d e n c e "  i n  t h e  R e d  Guards 
and s t a t e  t h e i r  " r e s o l u t e  support" f o r  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
a c t i o n s  of t h e  l i t t l e  g e n e r a l s . "  

under  t h e  immediate  c o n t r o l  of l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  either 
t h r o u g h  t h e  PLA " i n s t r u c t o r s "  o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  local  CRGs. 
Ranking P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  some of whom were a l r e a d y  under  
a t tack  and many of whom would soon be p u r g e d ,  a t t e n d e d  
s e v e r a l  of t h e  i n a u g u r a l  r a l l i e s  (for example ,  i n  Hupeh, 
Kwangtung, Kweichow, S i n k i a n g ,  Szechwan, and  Yunnan) , 
and addressed  the assembled s t u d e n t s ,  i n t e r s p e r s i n g  
s t a t e m e n t s  i n  p r a i s e  of t h e  Red Guards  w i t h  r e m i n d e r s  - 
t h a t  their  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s "  were t o  be c a r r i e d  

Of  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  is t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Corps  were 

-44- 

' . 'j: 



I I 

o u t  unde r  P a r t y  ( i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  loca l  P a r t y )  leadership.  
Thus ,  many of  t h e  Corps embodied a m a m e n t a l  c o n t r a -  
d i c t i o n  -- a m i l i t a n t  membership r e s p o n s i v e  t o  s u c h  Maoist  
c o n c e p t s  as " d e s t r u c t i o n  must precede c o n s t r u c t i o n "  and . 
"bombard t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s , "  b u t  w i t h  l o c a l  c o n t r o l  ove r  
t h e  Corps e x e r c i s e d  by PaPty incumbents  who were viewed 
a s  ep i tomizdng  t h e  s t a g n a n t ,  b o u r g e o i s  order t h a t  had 
t o  be desa royed .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  was 
a c c e n t u a t e d  by  t h e  c o n s t a n t  flow of l i a i s i n g  Red Gdards ,  
especial ly  t b o s e  from P e k i n g ,  who came t o  a t t a c k  t h e  
lociiil P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  and  were l o a t h  t o  a c c e p t  the  a u t h o r i t y  
Of anyone s a v e  Mao and  h i s  c o t e r i e  a t  the c e n t e r .  I n  
t h o s e  a r e a s  where t h e  n e w l y - e s t a b l i s h e d  Red Guard Corps 
were g e n e r a l l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  c o n t r a -  

would t a k e  t h e  form of i n t r a - C o r p s  dissen*:ibn\+, a n  open . 
s p l i t  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a r i v a l  Corps, or  conf l i c t  
between t h e  d e f e n s i v e  a c t i o n s  of a g i v e n  Corps and t h e  
a t t a c k s  mounted by l i a i s i n g  Red Guards  a g a i n s t  t h e  l o c a l  
Pa r ty  a p p a r a t u s .  Dur ing  B c t o b e r ,  s e v e r a l  Corps in t h i s  
l a t t e r  group were attacked a s  "monarchis t"  o r  "emperor- 
p r o t e c t i n g "  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and they  e i the r  f o l d e d ,  re- 
o r g a n i z e d  w i t h  t h e  ' ' suppor t "  of non- loca l  m i l i t a n t s , *  
o r  lapsed i n t o  ddsue tude .  

d i c t i o n , s t i l l  existed. I n  these c a s e s ,  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  ;* p 

Hunan and  Sihkdagg-- geographicall 'y and  e t h n i c a l l y  
d i s t i n c t  -- have been  selected t o  p r o v i d e  some idea of 
how t h e  f r a c t i o u s  p u r s u i t s  of l i a i s i n g  and loca l  m i l i t a n t s  
created a c l i m a t e  completely a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  the  r e g u l a -  
r i z a t i o n  of  Red Guard a c t i v i t y  under  P a r t y - c o n t r o l l e d  

* In  Swatow, f o r  example ,  i t  is r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a " f e w  
score" Pek ingese  Red Guards  r e o r g a n i z e d  t h e  c i t y ' s  
Red Guard movement i n  l a t e  September. They had 
access t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f i l e s  m a i n t a i n e d  
by t h e  Swatow P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Bureau,  e x p e l l e d  l o c a l  
Red Guards who possessed u n f 8 v o r a b ~ e l R H o ~ g E ~ ~ n d E ~  and 
r e c r u i t e d  r e p l a c e m e n t s  f rom t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  " f i v e  
red c l a s s e s .  '' 
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:orps.* 
L n t e r e s t f n g ,  inasmuch as  r e p o r t s  are a v a i l a b l e  d e s c r i b i n g  
;he c o n f l i c t  a s  s e e n  by P e k i n g e s e  Red Guards  i n  Urumchi 
is well a s  their  l o c a l  opponen t s .  

The September  i m b r o g l i o  i n  S i n k i a n g  is e s p e c i a l l y  

*It would b e i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o v e r  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t he  
Red Guards  on a p rov ince -by-p rov ince  b a s i s ,  e v e n  j u s t  
h i t t i n g  t he  h i g h l i g h t s ,  and keep  t h i s  s t u d y  w i t h i n  manage- 
able l i m i t s .  Thus ,  a n  a t t e m p t  w i l l  be made (where p o s s i b l e )  
t o  select one  or two p r o v i n c e s  t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  p o i n t  
unde r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  remembering t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  
no p r o v i n c e  is t r u l y  t y p i c a l .  
F o r  ather p r o v i n c e s ,  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  can  be found 
i n  t h e  OCI China D i v i s i o n  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  China P o l i t i c a l  
Month1 . The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  h a s  u t i l i z e d  d a t a  c o n t a i n e d  

* * i m e . ,  Wang En-mao, long- t ime S i n k i a n g  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  
and c o n c u r r a n t l y  Commander a s  w e l l  as P o l i t i c a l  Commissar 
of t h e  S i n k i a n g  M i l i t a r y  Region.  The t i t l e  "King of S i n -  
k i ang"  is a play on words;  t he  surname Wang means "k ing ."  

T-8 n t h  8 u s e f u l  series. 

The b r i e f  f o r  t h e  P e k i n g e s e  was c o n t a i n e d  i n  a 
aid-September t e l e g r a m  s i g n e d  by l i a i s i n g  u n i t s  f rom t h e  
:spital ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  I n s t i t u t e ,  
r s inghua ,  P e o p l e 5 s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  and P e i t a )  a d d r e s s e d  t o  
i c t i v i s t s  i n  v a r i o u s  s c h o o l s  thpoughout  the  c o u n t r y ,  
:ailing upon them t o  s u p p o r t  t he  m i l i t a n t s  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  
i g a i n s t  t h e  "King of S inkiang ."**  I-- - - -  . 

- 

I ;-I 

Although Wang had been e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e spon-  
s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  s i z e a b l e  and most s t r a t e g i c  b o r d e r  re- 
: ion ,  h i s  "unexpec ted ly  wicked" a c t i o n s  soon  showed t h a t  
Le had b e t r a y e d  Mao's t r u s t .  H i s  p r imary  g o a l  was t o  
w t a b l i s h  a n  " independen t  kingdom" a n d ,  t o  r e a l i z e  t h i s  
: o a l ,  Wang i n t e n d e d  t o  " c o n s p i r e  w i t h  the  r e v i s i o n i s t  
i o v i e t  Union." F o r t u n a t e l y ,  s e v e n  P e k i n g e s e  Red Guard 

u n i t s ,  "numbering 5 , 5 0 0  men," a r r i v e d  i n  Urumchi i n  t im 
t o  f o i l  t h i s  h e i n o u s  p l o t .  However, their  p r i s t i n e  l a b o r s  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a "red S ink iang"  were " immedia te ly  u p s e t "  
by t h e  p e r n i c i o u s  Wang, who o r d e r e d  t h e  " b r u t a l  s u p p r e s -  
s i o n "  of t h e  v i s i t o r s '  a c t i v i t i e s .  Many of the  "unarmed" 
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s t a l w a r t s  were wounded i n  t h e  f r a y ;  however,  t h e y  were 
undaunted and  proceeded t o  s t a g e  a hunger  s t r ike i n  f r o n t  
of t h e  S i n k i a n g  P a r t y  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  Then a f u r t h e r  he re sy  -- upon a s k i n g  t h e  so ld i e r s  g u a r d i n g  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  for 
a photo of Mao " i n  order t o  arm t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  hunger  
and cold';!' the  s t u d e n t s  were q u e r i e d  i n  r e t u r n ,  "Which 
Chai rman ' s  p h o t o  do you want?" 

Wang a l s o  o r g a n i z e d  Worker C o n t r o l  Squads  t o  op- 
pose t h e  P e k i n g e s e  c o n t i n g e n t ,  and  i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  min ions  
t o  f o l l o w  t h e  v i s i t o r s  around t h e  city s h o u t i n g  slogans 
such  a s  "We must protect t h e  loca l  P a r t y  committee t o  t h e  
end" and  "Kick o u t  t h e  l i t t l e  r a s c a l s  who seek t o  s p o i l  
t h e  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  s a c r e d  Nor thwes t . "  Such 
a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  p l a i n t i f f s  c o n c l u d e ,  e s t ab l i sh  c lear ly  
t h a t  "'the unpardonable"  Wang En-mao is " a n t i - P a r a y  , a n t i -  
Mao Tse- tung ,  a n t i - p e o p l e ,  a n t i - c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and 
an t i -Red Guards." 

An e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  (and more credible) a c c o u n t i n g  
of  t he  a f f a i r  was- p r o v i d e d  by " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  teachers and 

h c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  v e r s i o n ,  t h e  t r u e  c u l p r i t s  were a "hand- 
f u l "  of Red Guards from P e k i n g ,  Shangha i ,  Lanchow, and 
Urumchi who were a c t i n g  w i t h o u t  any a u t h o r i z a t i o n  a s  t h e  

s t i t u t e s  and s c h o o l s .  The most obnoxious  g r o u p s ,  a s  c o u l d  
be expected, were those, from "Peking and  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
fra$erna:l- p r o v i n c e s  and r e g i o n s . "  Such u n i t s ,  it was 
asserted, i n v o l v e d  ''a great many Red Guards'' ard t h e y  had 
begun a r r i v i n g  i n  Urumchi as e a r l y  a s  22 August  ( i * e * ,  
o n l y  f o u r  d a y s  af ter  t h e i r  p u b l i c  debu t  a t  t h e  first mass 
r a l l y ) ;  

. !!revolutionary r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s "  of some t h i r t y - f o u r  i n -  

Dur ing  t h e  two-week per iod  s i n c e  22 Augus t ,  t h e  
Urumchi c o m p l a i n a n t s  a v e r r e d ,  t h e  l o c a l  Par$y and govern-  
m e n t a l  o r g a n s  and t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses of a l l  n a t i o n -  
a l i t i e s "  had accorded t h e  Red Guards  an.  " e n t h u s i a s t i c  

S S i n k i a n g  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S i n k i a n g  E n g i n e e r i n g  I n s t i t u t e ,  the  
S i n k i a n g  1 August A g r i c u l t h r a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  S i n k i a n g  Medical 
I n s t i t u t e ,  S i n k i a n g  Government and  Law Cadre S c h o o l ,  and 
the S i n k i a n g  R u r a l  Soc ia l i s t  C o n s t r u c t i o n  School. 
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welcome and s y m p a t h e t i c  t r e a t m e n t . "  Wang En-mao himself 
r e c e i v e d  them on e i g h t e e n  s e p a r a t e  o c c a s i o n s ,  and i n d i c a t e d  
r e p e a t e d l y  t h a t  he welcomed "great blooming,  c o n t e n d i n g ,  
and b i g - c h a r a c t e r  p o s t e r s .  . . e x p o s i n g  and c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  
P a r t y  commit tee  and himself ."  

On 2 September ,  Wang a d d r e s s e d  a r a l l y  of some 
50,000 p e o p l e  convened t o  c e l e b r a t e  Mao's  August m e e t i n g s  
w i t h  t h e  Red Guards ,  The l i a i s i n g  m i l i t a n t s  immedia te ly  
condemned t h e  r a l l y  a s  a c o u n t e r r e o o l u t i o n a r y  a f f a i r ,  
Wang's remarks a s  a " b l a c k  speech , "  and descended upon 
t h e  S i n k i a n g  P a r t y  Commi t t ee ' s  CRG o f f i c e  t o  demand a 
d r a f t  copy of  h i s  address. I t  is u n c l e a r  whether or 
n o t  a d r a f t  was g i v e n  t o  them, b u t  it is c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f f e r e d  by t h e  l o c a l  CRG. o f f i c i a l s  were 
d i s m i s s e d  o u t  of hand,  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  demanded t h e  
summary ove r th row of Wang and t h e  Sinkiang Pa r ty  Committee. 

The f o l l o w i n g  e v e n i n g ,  o v e r  t h i r t y  P e k i n g e s e  Red 
Guards  b roke  i n t o  t h e  Pa r ty  b u i l d i n g ,  shou t ing  "Hey you, 
Wang! G e t  your --- down here!" When Wang d i d  n o t  a p p e a r ,  
t h e  s t u d e n t s  began a s e a r c h  of  the'premises. S t a f f  per- 
s o n n e l  on d u t y  t r i e d  " t i m e  and a g a i n "  t o  "persuade"  them 
t o  s t o p ,  b u t  the  s t u d e n t s  r e f u s e d  ("dogs ... b a s t a r d s . . .  I 

We are c u r s i n g  demons and  m o n s t e r s ,  and t h i s  is q u i t e  
p r o p e r " )  and gave  the  s t a f f  a n  u l t ima tum t o  hand Wang 
o v e r  t o  them w i t h i n  t h i r t y  minu tes .  During t h e  n i g h t ,  
S i n k i a n g  P a r t y  Secretary and  Vice-Governor Wu Kuang m e t  
w i t h  t h e  d i s s i d e n t s  on three s e p a r a t e  o c c a s i o n s  i n  a n  
a t t e p p t  t o  c o n c i l i a t e  therp, o n l y  t o  be bombarded w i t h  
s i m i l a r  a b u s i v e  language .  A s i t - i n  and f a s t  ensued  o u t -  
s i d e  t he  Pa r ty  of f ices ,  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e f u s i n g  o f f i c i a l  
o f f e r s  of food  and o v e r c o a t s  ( " r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  s t a n d  f a s t ;  
non- revo lu t  i o n a r  ies , b u t t  o u t "  1. 

The nex t  morning ,  o v e r  twen ty  of t h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  
c r a s h e d  t h e  P a r t y  Commit tee ' s  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e i r  
c o n t i n u i n g  and u n s u c c e s s f u l  s e a r c h  f o r  Wang En-mao. 
" b e a t i n g  up t h i . r t e e n  PLA o f f i c e r s  and men," t hey  r e t u r n e d  
to P a r t y  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  resumed t h e  s i t - i n  and f a s t  ( " f a c i n g  
Chairman Mao's p o r t r a i t " ) ,  and c l a imed  t h a t  t h e i r  f a s t i n g  
had r e c e i v e d  s u p p o r t  from C e n t r a l  CRG head Chen Po-ta  "by 
r e t u r n  wire." T h i s  l a t t e r  c l a i m  may w e l l  be t r u e ,  f o r  

After  
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, 
Wang f i n a l l y  m e t  w i t h  t h e  v i s i t o r s ;  however ,  he c o u l d  
n o t  make himself  heard o v e r  t h e  d i n . *  Here the  a c c o u n t  
e n d s ,  w i t h  p r o t e s t a t i o n s  of undying  s u p p o r t  f o r  Mao and 
the t?u&€uraJ. r e v o l u t i o n .  

A s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  deve loped  i n  Hunan, a l t h o u g h  
I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  m a l c o n t e n t s  a p p e a r  t o  have been l o c a l  
Red Guards ,  w i t h  l i a i s i n g  s t u d e n t s  a d d i n g  f u e l  t o  t h e  
f i r e  a s  t h e  c o n f l i c t  deve loped .  [ 

1 n i x n m g n  me cnangsna materials 
pro-me sequence  f o r  t h e  chronology of 
e v e n t s  descr ibed ,  i n t e r n a l  e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t he  
i n i t i a l  c l a s h  took p l a c e  i n  e a r l y  September ,  and it is 
c l e a r  t h a t  t,he c o n f l i c t  remained  u n r e s o l v e d  a t  t h e  end  
of Oc tobe r .  ' 

Although the  e a r l i e s t  c o m p l a i n t  on  t h e  p a r t  of 
u n i v e r s i t y  Red Guards i n  Changsha was s i m p l y  t h a t  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  there had been " c a l m  and un impress ive"  
t o  d a t e ,  it is p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e i r  appe t i tes  were whet ted 
by t h e  flow ,of l i a i s i n g  Red Guards  t r a n s i t t i n g  t h e  Hunanese 
c a p i t a l .  ** I n  any . e v e n t ,  some t w o  hundred l o c a l  s t u d e n t s  

'marched  t o  t h e  Munic ipa l  P a r t y  Committee o f f i c e  t o  demand 
a n  e x p l a h a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Committee's f a i l u r e  t o  g e t  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  o f f  t h e  ground.  The l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  
f e a r i n g  t r o u b l e ,  m u s t e r e d  " thousands"  of worke r s  t o  s t o p  
t h e  marchers .  A f i g h t  ensued  and  many s t u d e n t s  were re- 
p o r t e d l y  i n j u r e d ,  three o f  them s e r i o u s l y .  The outnumbered 
P r o t e s t a n t s  wi thdrew,  r e g r o u p e d ,  and set o u t  a g a i n ,  t h i s  

%It a p p e a r s  t h a t  Wang a t t e m p t e d  t o  a d d r e s s  those s i t t i n g - i n  
from t h e  " s a f e t y "  of t h e  P a r t y  b u i l d i n g ,  f o r  t h e  demonstra-  
to rs  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s h o u t ,  " G e t  your  --- down here!" ( k u n - h s i a - l a i )  

**Changsha !is one of f o u r  major  c i t i es  on  t h e  Peking-Canton 
r a i l r o a d .  R e p o r t s  from other a r e a s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  it was 
common p r a c t i c e  f o r  Red Guards  t o  ha rangue  o n l o o k e r s  a t  
s t a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e ,  e x h o r t i n g  t h e  locals t o  follow 
t h e i r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  example.  
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t i m e  t o  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  Committee b u i l d i n g  where 
t h e y  were r e c e i v e d  by t h e  " P a r t y  S e c r e t a r y . " *  The 
S e c r e t a r y ,  however,  s u p p o r t e d  the  Munic ipa l  P a r t y  Com- 
mittee and blamed t h e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  a f f a i r .  

a g a i n  t o o k  t o  t h e  streets, making s p e e c h e s  and p a s s i n g  
o u t  leaf le ts  denouncing  t h e  t w o  committees. The l a t t e r  
r e sponded  w i t h  l ea f l e t s  of t h e i r  own a s  well a s  r a d i o  
b r o a d c a s t s ,  and ordered  t h e i r  s u b o r d i n a t e  u n i t s  n o t  t o  
s u p p o r t  the  m i l i t a n t s .  The s u b - u n i t  l e a d e r s  were u n a b l e  
t o  make t h i s  e d i c t  s t i c k ,  however,  a s  many of  t he  r ank-  
a n d - f i l e  d e c l a r e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  m i l i t a n t @ . * *  
By around the t h i r d  week of September ,  t h e  t w o  committees 
he ld  self-cri t icism meetings,  b u t - t h e  s t u d e n t s  were n o t  
s a t i s f i e d  by t h i s  p loy  and;"as the law of r i s i n g  e x p e c t a -  
t i o n s  would have i t ,  demanded t h a t  t h e  committee members 
be removed from o f f i c e .  The demand was n a t u r a l l y  r e f u s e d ,  
and  t h u s  the  Red Guards  s e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  Pek ing  t o  
a p p e a l  t h e i r  case before t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. I n  the  c a p i t a l ,  
t h e  v i s i t o r s  were r e c e i v e d  by "leaders" ( u n i d e n t i f i e d )  
Of t h e  Cen t ra l .  CRG. After t i c k i n g  o f f  t h e i r  g r b e v a n c e s ,  
t h e  CRG t o l d  them t o  have  no f e a r  and "o rde red  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
t o  r e t u r n  [ t o  Changsha] and c o n t i n u e  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  a s s u r e d  ... t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  v i c t o r y  would be theirs." I 

The Red Guards ,  de t e rmined  t o  make a f i g h t  O f  i t ,  

The P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  Committee g o t  t h e  message and 
a d m i t t e d  its e r r o r s .  A l l  s u b - u n i t s  were ordered t o  p u n i s h  

gize t o  those who had been w r o n g f u l l y  a c c u s e d  ( i . e . ,  t h e  
m i l i t a n t s ) ,  and restore them t o  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s .  The Red , 

c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  t h e i r  employ,  p u b l i c l y  apolo- 1 i 

*The i d e n t i t y  of t h i s  o f f i c i a l  is n o t  known; however,  
b o t h  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  Chang Ping-hua and A c t i n g  F i r s t  

Chang was i n  P e k i n g )  were l a t e r  purged .  
S e c r e t a r y  Wang Yen-chun (who had assumed t h e  p o s t  when I (  

**This is credible. One of t h e  e a r l i e s t ,  major  a n t i -  
Chang Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Changsha, t h e  Higher  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  o r  kao-szu ( f u l l  t i t l e :  the Changsha I n s t i -  
t u t e s  of Higher  -g Red P o l i t i c a l  Power Defense  
Army G e n e r a l  Command P o s t )  had a l l i e s  i n  P a r t y  and govern-  
ment offices.  
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Guards ,  however ,  c o n t i n u e d  t o  press t h e  a t t a c k  a g a i n s t  
t h e  " c a p i t a l i s t  roaders" a t  a l l  l e v e l s : '  
m u n i c i p a l ,  c o u n t y ,  government u n i t ,  and f a c t o r y , "  a i d e d  
by a n  order from Pek ing  ' 
t h a t  t h e  "PIA, p o l i c e  a c s e c u r i t y  r o r c e s  c a n n o t  
be u s e d  i n  t h e  campaign . . . fand]  have  r e f r a i n e d  f rom 
t a k i n g  any  a c t i o n . " D  

As of 30 O c t o b e r ,  however,  t h e  Hunan problem 
remained  u n r e s o l v e d .  Tao Chu, s p e a k i n g  t o  a Hunanese 
c o n t i g e n t  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  de fended  Chang Ping-hua ("Let 
him correct h i s  m i s t a k e s  d u r i n g  h i s  work . . .  Do n o t  pu rge  
him") ,  s t a t ed  t h a t  Chang had been  c r i t i c ized  on t w o  oc- 
c a s i o n s  by  t h e  C e n t p a l  Committee and s e n t  back t o  h i s  
Changsha p o s t  " t h i s  morning,"  b u t  added t h a t  if he d i d  
n o t  " r e v o l u t 2 o n i z e "  h i m s e l f ,  he would be purged -- however,  
by t h e  P a r t y  c e n t e r ,  not by t h e  young toughs .  

" p r o v i n c i a l ,  
- 

1 

Tao ,  of c o u r s e ,  was h imsel f  devoured by t h e  p u r g e  

As 
some six or  s e v e n  weeks l a t e r ,  and i t  .is l i k e l y  t h a t  
s t a t e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  these h e l p e d  t o  g r e a s e  t h e  s l i d e .  
t h e  former b o s s  o f  t h e  P a r t y ' s  C e n t r a l - S o u t h  R e g i o n a l  
Bureau ( c o v e r i n g  Honan, Hunan, Hupeh, Kwangsi,  and Kwangtung), 
Tao appeared t o  have  l i t t l e  t a s t e  f o r  t h e  way t h e  Red 
Guards  had done g r i e v o u s  damage t o  h i s  many y e a r s '  l a b o r  -- t h u s  h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e s e r v e  what he c o u l d  of t h e  
o l d  a p p a r a t u s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  s u c h  a s  Chang Ping-  
hua who were i n  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e ,  t o  be s u r e ,  b u t  n o t  y e t  
ad judged  by Mao t o  be beyond s a v i n g .  E a r l i e r  o n ,  Tao had 
a t t e m p t e d  a s i m i l a r  s a l v a g e  o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  
Kwangtung. I n  a n  11 September l e t te r  t o  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
S e c r e t a r y  Ou Meng-chuah, he warned h e r  t h a t  Red Guards 
were t o  be s e n t  t o  Kwangtung " t o  f i g h t  for  a new kingdom:" 

The "o ld  man" [Mao] is i n  a v e r y  bad mood, 
and " the t i g e r "  [ L i n  P i a o ]  w a n t s  t o  change 
h i s t o r y .  A l l  t h e  o l d  t h i n g s  w i l l  be d e s t r o y -  
ed  and more and more new t h i n g s  w i l l  a p p e a r .  
There  w i l l  be c o n f l a g r a t i o n s  eve rywhere ,  and 

. t h e  whole wor ld  w i l l  watch them e a g e r l y .  
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Turn ing  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of Kwangtung, Tao 
e x p r e s s e d  h i s  hope t h a t  Madame Ou would c o o p e r a t e - . w i t h  
Chao Tzu-yang, u s e  he r  d i s c r e t i o n  i n  " d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  o l d  
and  f o s t e r i n g  t h e  new," and a v o i d  " b l i n d l y  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  crowd or  t h o s e  who would a c t  r e c k l e s s l y : "  

Kwangtung is a b a s e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by u s  and 
a l l  o u r  o l d  f r i e n d s .  1 t "wou ld  be a d i s a s t e r  
i f  it were t o t a l l y  d e s t r o y e d  by f i r e .  The 
e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of  l i g h t  i n d u s t r y  i n  Kwang- 
t u n g  was n o t  b u i l t  i n  a day. I fear  t h a t  
t h e  r e w o l u t i o n a r i e s  may d e s t r o y  o u r  Bndus t ry ,  
r e n d e r i n g  f u t u r e  r e s t o r a t i o n  d i f f i c u l t  If n o t  
i m p o s s i b l e .  Do n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  o r g a n i z e  worker  

, Red Guards  t o  protect t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and  uphold LS 

I y u t - ~ t h e  r e d  f l a g  of i n d u s t r y .  

Wi th  p r e c i o u s  f e w  e x c e p t i o n s ,  Canton s u f f e r e d  more 

The Red Guard j u g g e r n a u t ,  

d e s t r u c t  i o n  and b,Loadkhed . t h a n  o t h e r  Ch inese  c i t i es .  Chao, 
Madame Ou, and o t h e r s  t r i e d  t o  minimize t he  losses and 
were purged f o r  t he i r  efforks.  
un leashed  by Mao, c o u l d  n o t  be s t o p p e d  by "lesser" men. 
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V. OCTOBER-NOVEMBER: A PERIOD OF ADJUSTMENT 

A .  The October Work Conference  and Augmenting 
The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  

We w i l l  t r i umph  i n  t h e  e n d ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  
d i d  n o t  expect  i t  to  be t h i s  c o m p l i c a t e d .  
Maybe you d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  i t  e i t h e r :  

--Chang Chun-chiao t o  F u k i e n s s e  Red 
Guards ,  7 October 1966 

Chairman Mao n o t e d  t h i s  s t a t e  of a f faArs  
and d e c i d e d  t o  c a l l  you together  t o . d i s -  
c u s s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

25 October 1966 
--Lin P i a 0  a t  t h e  Work, Conference ,  

A communist who h a s  commit ted a n  error 
of l i n e  s h o u l d  be courageous  enough t o  
a d m i t  h i s  errors, c r i t i c a l l y  examine those 
errors ,  and j o i n  t h e  masses t o  c r i t i c i z e  
and r e p u d i a t e  h i s  own errors .  

--Red F l a g ,  1 November 1966 

By e a r l y  October, i t  was clear t h a t  a l l  was n o t  
g o i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n .  I n  many a r e a s ,  t h e  v i o l e n t  
Red Guard a s s a u l t s  on t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  d u r i n g  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  month and more had produced l i t t l e  s a v e  i n -  
c r e a s e d  r e s i s t a n c e  on  t h e  p a r t  of those o f f i c i a l s  under  
a t t a c k .  If Mao had e x p e c t e d  a r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  v i c t o r y  
v i a  h i s  Red Guard b l i t z k r i e g ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
e l i t e  s u r r e n d e r i n g  e a r l y  o n ,  h e  had been  proven wrong by 
r e c e n t  evwnts .  C e r t a i n  c o r r e c t i v e s  were r e q u i r e d ,  and 
Ma0 approached  t h e  problem o n  two l e v e l s - - p r o f f e r r i n g  
" fo rg iveness"  t o  t h o s e  who c o r r e c t e d  t h e i r  "errors," w h i l e  
a t  t h e  same time s h a r p e n i n g  t h e  weapon t h a t  would c u t  down 
t h o s e  who c o n t i n u e d  t o  oppose  h i s  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  

From 9 t o  26 October, a C e n t r a l  Committee Work 
Confe rence  met t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  problem. I n  a major s p e e c h  
on  23 October, C e n t r a l  CRG head Chen Po-ta summarized t h e  
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c o u r s e  of t h e  movement o v e r  t h e  p a s t  two months,  No t ing  
t h a t  " t h e  s t r u g g l e  h a s  become v e r y  a c u t e  and v e r y  com- 
p l ica ted ,"  Chen complained t h a t  " c e r t a i n  comrades o n  t h e  
C e n t r a l  Committee" r e f u s e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  Mao's po l ic ies  
and had ,  i n  f a c t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  pro- 
t ec t  themse lves  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  promote t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  
T h e s e  p e o p l e ,  h e  charged ,  were "sti l l  i n s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
worker -peasant  masses and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  cad res  t o  f i g h t  
w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s "  and " i n  many places" had c o r r u p t e d  t h e  
Red Guards t h e m s e l v e s .  They were now t o  be g i v e n  o n e  
l a s t  chance  t o  redeem themse lves  and  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  correct 
l i n e ,  

On t h e  2 5 t h ,  Mao and  L i n  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  Work Confe r -  
e n c e .  L i n  condemned L i u  and  Te,ng f o r  " s a b o t a g i n g  t h e  
s p r e a d  of t h e  though t  of Mao Tse-tung," s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
"mis taken  p o l i c y  l i n e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was m a i n l y  
proposed by t h e m , "  and a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h i s  l i n e  was "car- 
r i e d  o u t  t o  some e x t e n t  i n  e v e r y  l o c a l i t y . "  However, 
L i n  drew a d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  p roponen t s  of a m i s t a k e n  
p o l i c y  and those who implemented t h a t  p o l i c y  ( " . . . t h e  
m a j o r i t y  of t h e  comrades acted u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  and t h e y  
were n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  r e s i s t i n g  Chairman Mao's l i n e " ) .  
Mao made t h e  same p o i n t  ("there w i l l  a lways  be some people ... 
who w i l l  set themse lves  up i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  I am c o n f i d e n t  
t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  w i l l  unde r s t and" ) ,  expressed h i s  s a t i s -  
f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  mee t ing  ( I f . .  . t u r n i n g  t h i s  s t a t e  of pas- 
s i v i t y  i n t o  o n e  where t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  is r e g a i n e d " ) ,  and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  h i t h e r t o  t h e  " tes t"  had n o t  been  a d m i n i s t e r e d  
f a i r l y  ( " t h e  comrades c a n n o t  be blamed, as t h e  time h a s  
been  too s h o r t " ) .  H e  t h e n  ordered 3 - l e v e l  ( p r o v i n c i a l ,  
d i s t r i c t ,  c o u n t y )  P a r t y  m e e t i n g s  t o  be convened t o  "ex- 
p l a i n  q u e s t i o n s  c l e a r l y "  ( i . e . ,  correct p a s t  e r rors  and 
o f f e r  self-cri t icisms) and t o  " d i s s e m i n a t e  t h e  spirit 
of t h e  Work, Conference."* 

*On t h e  2 8 t h ,  Chou t o l d  t h e  Red Guards  t o  cease t h e i r  
a t t a c k s  on  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  u n t i l  these m e e t i n g s  had been  
conc luded .  S e v e r a l  o f f i c i a l s  l a t e r  purged ( s u c h  as  L i  
Ching-chuan) were accused  of u s i n g  these o c c a s i o n s  t o  
prepare  f u r t h e r  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  Red Guard a t t a c k s .  
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On 1 November, Red F l a g  s p e l l e d  o u t  t h e  l i n e  l a i d  
down by Mao a t  t h e  Work=f%rence. 
z a t i o n  of t h e  masses" a s  a ' ' g r ea t  s p u r  t o  comrades . . .  
whose l e a d e r s h i p  h a s  been f a r  from c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o r  ef-  
f e c t i v e , "  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  warned t h a t  "there a re  s t i l l  a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of muddle-headed people i n s i d e  t h e  
P a r t y  whose world o u t l o o k  h a s  n o t  been remolded or h a s  
n o t  been  e f f e c t i v e l y  remolded, ' '  and t h a t  "a process is 
r equ i r ed  f o r  these comrades t o  r e t u r n . . . t o  t h e  correct 
l i n e , "  b u t  made i t  appear t h a t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  c o u l d  
still  s a v e  t h e m s e l v e s :  

P r a i s i n g  t h e  "mobili- 

D i s t i n c t i o n s  s h o u l d  be made among t h o s e  who 
have committed errors of l i n e .  T h o s e  ( there  
a re  o n l y  o n e ,  two o r . s e v e r a 1  p e r s o n s )  who 
have p u t  forward t h e  e r r o n e o u s  l i n e  s h o u l d  be 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from those  who p u t  i t  i n t o  
e f f ec t ;  those ( these  a r e  a m i n o r i t y )  who have 
c o n s c i o u s l y  implemented t h e  e r r o n e o u s  l i n e  
s h o u l d  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h o s e  ( there  
is a l a r g e  number of these) who have done 
i t  u n c o n s c i o u s l y . .  . 
Prov ided  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  correct t h e i r  errors, 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  correct s t a n d  and c a r r y  o u t  
t h e  P a r t y ' s  correct l i n e ,  i t  is n o t  o n l y  
possible  f o r  them t o  become cadres  of t h e  
second category [ c o m p a r a t i v e l y  good] or of 
t h e  t h i r d  category [ those  who have made seri- 
o u s  mis t akes ,  b u t  have  n o t  become " a n t i -  
P a r t y ,  a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  r i g h t i s t s " ] ,  i t  is 
a l s o  poss ib l e  fo r  them t o  d e v e l o p  i n t o  c a d r e s  
of t h e  first c a t e g o r y  [good]. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
t h e s e  comrades must be s h a r p l y  t o l d  t h a t  no 
matter who t h e y  a r e ,  and no  matter how g r e a t  
t h e i r  p a s t  ach ievemen t s ,  i f  t h e y  c l i n g  t o  t h e  
e r r o n e o u s  l i n e ,  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  c o n t r a d i c -  
t i o n s  between them and t h e  P a r t y  and t h e  masses 
w i l l  c h a n g e . .  . 
W h i l e  Mao was d e a l i n g  w i t h  problems i n v o l v i n g  t h e  

P a r t y  e l i t e  a t  t h e  Work Confe rence ,  a move was unde r  way 
s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  t o  both expand and p u r i f y  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  
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r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Zef t .  On 5 October, a n  "Urgent D i r e c t i v e t 1  
of t h e  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commission 's  Gene ra l  P o l i t i c a l  
Depar tment ,  endor sed  by  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ;  compla ined  
t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  academies and 
schools had become a " d r e a r y  a f f a i r "  because  of t h e  a c t i -  
v i t i e s  of a "handfu l  of a n t i - P a r t y "  p e r s o n s  i n  t h e s e  
schools. These  p e o p l e ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r e d ,  "must be 
dragged o u t ,  t ho rough ly  s t r u g g l e d  and c r i t i c ized . f1  A t  
t h e  same time, those w h o  had been condemned ear l ier  by 
t h e  schools'  P a r t y  committees and t h e  work teams s h o u l d  
be " p u b l i c l y  v i n d i c a t e d  and  r e h a b i l i t a t e d y 1  and a l l  c h a r g e s  
a g a i n s t  them dec lared  n u l l  and  v o i d .  F u r t h e r ,  Red Guards 
from these s c h o o l s  were p e r m i t t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t i e s  w i t h  
n o n - m i l i t a r y  Red Guards and to  l i a i s e  t o  other a r e a s ,  
b u t  t h e y  were ordered I& t o  " i n t e r f e r e  w i t h ,  o r  i n t e r -  
vene  i n ,  t h e  l o c a l  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n " - - i . e . ,  t h e  "bomb- 
bardment" of c i v i l i a n  P a r t y  committees. 

The f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  Kuai  Ta-fu ( m i l i t a n t  l eade r  
of T s i n g h u a ' s  Chingkangshan Red Guards)  was p u b l i c l y  
r e h a b i l i t a t e d  a t  a mass r a l l y  s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  Pek ing  
T h i r d  H e a d q u a r t e r s  (endorsed  a s  t h e  l e a d i n g  Red Guard 
o r g a n i z a t i o n ) .  Chou En- l a i  in formed t h e  assemblage t h a t  
t h e  5 October d i r e c t i v e  was "no t  o n l y  a d i r e c t i v e  for  t h e  
PLA, b u t  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and m i d d l e  schools ."  
H e  a l s o  declared t h a t  l i a i s i n g  Red Guards were n o t  t o  be 
" p e r s e c u t e d ,  i l l e g a l l y  d e t a i n e d ,  or i n t e r r o g a t e d  unde r  
t o r t u r e "  upon r e t u r n i n g  home; moreover ,  t h e y  were t o  con- 
t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  t he i r  mon th ly  s t i p e n d ,  even  though t h e  
schools  were closed. 

A matter of some c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  Maoists a t  t h i s  
time was t h e  d i s s e n s i o n  among t h e  Red Guards themse lves ,  
and a t t empt s  were made d u r i n g  October and November t o  
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  s o u r c e s  of c o n f l i c t .  On 17 October, C e n t r a l  
CRG member Wang L i  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  some Red Guard o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s  were c o n t r o l l e d  and  m a n i p u l a t e d  by " c a p i t a l i s t  
readers;" i n d e e d ,  Wang's c a l l  t o  h i s  aud ience  t o  "win 
o v e r  and u n i t e  w i t h  t h e  great  m a j o r i t y "  i m p l i e d  c l e a r l y  
t h a t  t h e  r a d i c a l s  were still i n  t h e  m i n o r i t y .  

C l o s e  upon Wangfs e x h o r t a t i o n s ,  m e e t i n g s  were con- 
vened i n  Pek ing  t o  ~ l r e v o l u t i o n i z e ' f  t h e  F i r s t  and Second 
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(Red Guard)  Headquar t e r s .  On 21 October, Red Guards r e p r e -  
s e n t i n g  some f o r t y - s e v e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  m e t  t o  c e n s u r e  t h e  
" r e v i s i o n i s t  Red Guards" who had occup ied  t h e  "dominant 
p o s i t i o n s "  i n  t h e  F i r s t  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  After what  was re- 
. p o r t e d  t o  have been a " v i o l e n t  d e b a t e  and s t r u g g l e , "  t h e  . 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  r e s o l v e d  t o  " t h o r o u g h l y  r e o r g a n i z e "  t h e i r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n v a l i d a t e  a l l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  of membership,  
and r e i s s u e  them o n l y  t o  "those who a r e  t r u l y  r e v o l u t i o n -  
ary.II However, t h i s  move was opposed by some g r o u p s  ex- 
c l u d e d  i n  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and l e d  i n  t u r n  t o  a seizure 
of t h e  o f f i c i a l  "chop" on  7 November b y  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
ary m i n o r i t y . " *  F i v e  d a y s  l a t e r ,  C h i  Pen-yu, a n o t h e r  mem-  
ber o f '  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, s p o k e  a t  P e i t a  t o  members of t h e  
Second H e a d q u a r t e r s .  C h i  acknowledged t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 

s t a t e d  t h a t ,  i f  some member g r o u p s  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  o thers ,  
t h e  p r o p e r  t a c t i c  was to " e s t a b l i s h  a new o r g a n i z a t i o n "  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  d i sband  t h e  e x i s t i n g  one.  C h i  was a t t e m p t -  
i n g  to  s t o p  i n t e r -  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t r a - h e a d q u a r t e r s  c o n f l i c t ,  
b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  e f f e c t  was t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  s p l i t s  among 
Pek ing  Red Guard g r o u p s .  A s  i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  T h i r d  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  emerged a s  t h e  most powerfu l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  o f f i c i a l  f a v o r  acco rded  some of its 
members ( i n c l u d i n g  P e i t a ,  Ts inghua  and Pek ing  A v i a t i o n ) ,  
b u t  t h e  o t h e r  two h e a d q u a r t e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n .  
F u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  t o  effect a c o n s o l i d a t i o n  were no ted  i n  
December 1966 (Chou) and J a n u a r y  1967 (Madame Mao), b u t  
t h e  t h r e e  r i v a l  b o d i e s  m a i n t a i n e d  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e  i d e n t i -  
t i e s  u n t i l  22 Februa ry  1967, when a l l  three h e a d q u a r t e r s  
were d i s s o l v e d  and t h e i r  member g r o u p s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  
t h e  C a p i t a l  U n i v e r s i t i e s  and Colleges Red Guard Congress ,**  

1.. R I  " c o n t r a d i c  t4.0nstt i n  e a c h  of t h e  three h e a d q u a r t e r s  and r r -  

* I n c l u d i n g  Red from Pek ing  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  
Normal College, Geological I n s t i t u t e ,  and F o r e s t r y  I n s t i -  
t u t e .  

**For a d e t a i l e d  l i s t i n g  of t h e  major Red Guard and 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel g r o u p s  i n  each p r o v i n c e ,  autonomous 
r e g i o n ,  and major c i t y ,  see POLO XXX, Red Guard and Revo- - 
l u t i o n a r v  Rebel O r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Communist China ( A  
Resea rch  A i d ) .  
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Soon a f t e r  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of t h e  October Work Con- 
f e r e n c e ,  t h e  Maoists t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  es tab-  
l i s h m e n t  of R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  indus-  
t r i a l ,  m i n i n g ,  P a r t y ,  and governmenta l  o r g a n s  th roughou t  
t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  order t o  1) bolster t h e  Red Guards ,  and 
2)  erode t h e  bases of s u p p o r t  f o r  l oca l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

On 11 November, C e n t r a l  CRG members Chang Chun- 
ch iao  and C h i  Pen-yu i n  effect  revoked  t h e  September 
order p r o h i b i t i n g  Red Guards from l i a i s i n g  t o  p l a n t s  and 
fac tor ies .  I n  a d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  members of Pek ing  Avia- 
t i o n ' s  Red Flag,  Chi  s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was now permissible 
f o r  Red Guards t o  " l i a i se  w i t h  t h e  workers and peasan t s "  
and . "go  t o  t h e  f a c t o r i e s  and l i v e  w i t h  t h e  workers," and 
Chang,.added t h a t  I t i t  is o u r  p l a n  t o  make r e v o l u t i o n  i n  i- : r  

t h e  f ac to r i e s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  stage." O t h e r  C e n t r a l  l ead-  
ers  made s imilar  s t a t e m e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  res t  of November 
( i n c l u d i n g  a 28 November c a l l  from Madame Mao t o  "gradu- 
a l l y  expand and s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  r a n k s  of the l e f t  i n  t h e  
c o u r s e  of s t r u g g l e t l - - a  speech h a i l e d  l a t e r  as  t h e  "pledge 
of a g e n e r a l  o f f e n s i v e 1 * ) ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a 10 -po in t  Cen- 
t r a l  Committee d i r e c t i v e  of 9 December e n t i t l e d  " (Dra f t )  
P r o v i s i o n s  on Grasping  R e v o l u t i o n  and S t i m u l a t i n g  Pro- 
d u c t i o n . "  I n t e r  a l i a ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e :  1) a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  
workers t o  u s e  a l l  of t h e i r  a v a i l a b l e  t i m e  o u t s i d e  work- 
i n g  h o u r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t o  
" d i s c u s s ,  improve o r  re-electt1 t h e i r  s u p e r i o r s ,  and t o  
se t  u p  t h e i r  own l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; "  2) for-  
bade o f f i c i a l s  from " d e d u c t i n g  wages and d i s m i s s i n g  work- 
ers b e c a u s e  t h e  l a t t e r  have c r i t i c i zed  them;" 3) a u t h o r i z e d  
l i a i s o n  and t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ties" 
between w o r k e r s '  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  " w i t h i n  t h e i r  munic i -  
p a l i t i e s ; l l  and 4 )  p e r m i t t e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  l i a i s e  t o  f a c t o r i e s  
and t h e  workers  i n  t u r n  t o  s e n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  t h e  
l oca l  schools .  These  p r o v i s i o n s  were app l i cab le  t o  a l l  
" fac tor ies ,  mines ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  and s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  
and development  bodies" a t  t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l  and  above.  

A c t u a l l y ,  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were 
a l r e a d y  q u i t e  a c t i v e  i n  s e v e r a l  of t h e  major c i t i e s ;  f u r t h e r -  
more, c e r t a i n  of t h e  f a v o r e d  Red Guard g r o u p s  (e .g . ,  Pek ing  
A v i a t i o n ,  Pe i t a ,  and Ts inghua)  had l i a i sed  t o  f a c t o r i e s  
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on many o c c a s i o n s  pr ior  t o  Chang and C h i ' s  s a n c t i o n i n g  
s u c h  a c t i v i t y  on  11 November. However, t h e  magni tude  * 

of worker ( a n d ,  t o  a lesser e x t e n t ,  p e a s a n t )  p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  i n c r e a s e d  g r e a t l y  a f t e r  November.* Such p a r t i c i p a -  
t i o n  would be resisted by incumbent  o f f i c i a l s  ( a s  t h e y  
had a l r e a d y  r e s i s t e d - - o f t e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y - - t h e  i n i t i a l  
Red Guard o n s l a u g h t s )  and c u l m i n a t e  i n  a bloody c o n f r o n t a -  
t i o n  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  y e a r ,  when Mao c a l l e d  upon t h e  
m i l i t a n t s  t o  "seize power" from those  who remained  re- 
c a l c i t r a n t .  

B. The A n t i n g  I n c i d e n t  

I 

The flrst major c o n f l i c t  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  Revo lu t ion -  
a r y  Rebels a rose  i n  Shanghai  d u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  week of 
November. Referred t o  a s  t h e  "Anting I n c i d e n t , "  t h e  c l a s h  
was t r iggered by o p p o s i t i o n  on  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Shanghai  
Munic ipa l  P a r t y  Committee t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  
Shanghai  Workers' R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel G e n e r a l  Headquart-  
ers (hereaf ter  referred t o  a s  t h e  Workers' GHQ). On 8 
November, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  Workers' GHQ r e q u e s t e d  
an  appo in tmen t  w i t h  Mayor Tsao Ti-chiu  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  
h o l d i n g  of t h e  G H Q ' s  i n a u g u r a l  m e e t i n g  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
day.  T s a o ,  who had closeted h i m s e l f  i n  a h o t e l ,  s e n t  a 
s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  meet w i t h  t h e  rebels who, i n  t u r n ,  pre- 
s e n t e d  three demands: 1) r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  GHQ a s  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of S h a n g h a i ' s  workers ,  2 F  
mater ia l  s u p p o r t ,  and 3) T s a o ' s  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  
m e e t i n g ,  Tsao  r e f u s e d ,  c o u n t e r i n g  w i t h  a so-cal led "three- 
no black d i r ec t ive" - - "  no  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  no r e c o g n i t i o n ,  
no support"--and an order  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  heads t o  d i s s u a d e  
t h e i r  workers from a t t e n d i n g  t h e  mee t ing .  

*On 15 December, a n o t h e r  C e n t r a l  Committee d i r e c t i v e  
ex tended  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e s ,  a u t h o r -  
ized t h e  exchange  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ties" between produc- 
t i o n  brigades and between communes, and r e s c i n d e d  t h e  
ea r l ie r  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o h i b i t i n g  Red Guard a c t i v i t y  below 
t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l .  
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The n e x t  d a y ,  a s  a r e s u l t  of T s a o ' s  re fusa l ,  some 
3,000 members of t h e  Workers' GHQ commandeered a t r_a in  
bound f o r  P e k i n g  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  plead t h e i r  case be- 
fore  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. A t  Ant ing  (some twenty  miles west 
of S h a n g h a i ) ,  t h e  t r a i n  was s topped  by r a i l road  au thor -  
i t ies .  C e n t r a l  CRG head Chen Po-ta f i r e d  off a telegram 
t o  t h e  workers w h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  r e t u r n  t o  
work immedia te ly ,  b u t  c o u l d  send  a d e l e g a t i o n  of " n o t  
more t h a n  twenty  people" t o  Pek ing  i f  t h e y  had "most 
u r g e n t  b u s i n e s s .  '* The workers cri t icized Chen ' s  tele- 
gram as " r e v i s i o n i s t , "  blocked a l l  r a i l  t r a f f i c  o n  t h e  
l i n e  f o r  a t  l ea s t  two d a y s ,  and s u b m i t t e d  a n  expanded 
list of demands t h a t  t h e y  s a i d  must  be accepted before 
t h e y  would l e a v e  t h e  t r a i n  and r e t u r n  t o  Shanghai.* On 
t h e  1 3 t h ,  Chang Chun-chiao.(who had been  s e n t . - t o  An t ing  
b y  Mao h i m s e l f  t o  dea l  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n )  m e t  w i t h  t h e  
workers, apologized on C h e n ' s  behalf  fo r  h i s  telegram 
("he was v e r y  b u s y  t h a t  day and d i d n ' t  have t h e  time t o  
p r o p e r l y  s t u d y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n " ) ,  accepted t h e i r  demands, 
and ordered h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  pos t ed  i n  e v e r y  Shanghai  fac-  
t o r y .  

Tsao ,  t h e  Shanghai  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ,  and t h e  E a s t  
China Bureau were t h u s  i d e n t i f i e d  p u b l i c l y  as f a i r  game 
f o r  t h e  Red Guards and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels. Soon a f t e r  
t h e  Anting I n c i d e n t ,  l e a d i n g  Peking  m i l i t a n t s  Nieh  Yuan- 
t z u ,  Kuai Ta'fu, and  many of t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  a r r i v e d  i n  
Shanghai  t o  o r g a n i z e  a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s "  and 
j o i n  w i t h  t h e  Workers' GHQ i n  "bombarding" t h e  Munic ipa l  
P a r t y  Committee. On 22 November, Madame N i e h  s p o k e  be- 
f o r e  a Shanghai  Red h a r d  r a l l y  and condemned Tsao  a s  a n  
accomplice of Teng Hsiao-ping.  H e r  a d d r e s s  was followed 

*The demands were: 1) r e c o g n i z e  t h e  Workers' GHQ a s  
a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  l ega l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  2)  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
workers '  a c t i o n s  as r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and correct ;  3) a s s i g n  
f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  t h e  Ant ing  I n c i d e n t  to  t h e  Shang- 
h a i  Munic ipa l  P a r t y  Committee and t h e  E a s t  China  Bureau;  
4)  order Tsao  t o  make a p u b l i c  se l f -cr i t ic ism of his 
a c t i o n s ;  and 5 )  p r o v i d e  " f u l l  f a c i l i t i e s "  for a c t i v i t i e s  
of t h e  Workers' GHQ. 

/ 

-60- 



by d a i l y  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  Tsao and h i s  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  Mayor still had t h e  s u p p o r t  of a s izeable  
m a j o r i t y  of S h a n g h a i ' s  w o r k e r s  and m u n i c i p a l  P a r t y  and 
government  employees.  P o s t e r s  appeared  c r i t i c i z i n g  
Chang Chun-chiao for h i s  "ch icken-hear ted"  r e c o g n i t i o n  
of t h e  demands of t h e  Workers' GHQ, d e s c r i b e d  a s  a "small  
g r o u p  of p e o p l e  who have usu rped  t h e  name of t h e  Shanghai  
working  c l a s s , " *  and  L i b e r a t i o n  D a i l y  ( t h e  Shanghai  P a r t y  
p a p e r )  r e f u s e d  t o  r e p r i n t  M a d a m e m ' s  22 November v i t u p e r a -  
t i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  d a y s  of t h e  Shanghai  a p p a r a t u s  
were numbered. I n  e a r l y  December, a t t a c k s  on  Tsao reached 
a peak ,  w i t h  mass ive  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  around t h e  c lock .  
On a b o u t  t h e  4 t h ,  

armed PLA forces s t a t i o n e d  i n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  offices '  5 7  s a p p e a r e d  j u s t  before t h e  m i l i t a n t s  took o v e r  t h e  b u i l d -  
i n g ,  and d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  u n t i l  t h e  Red Guards were i n  f u l l  
c o n t r o l .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  Tsao  e n t e r e d  a h o s u i t a l  and 

, 

had n o t  r e a p p e a r e d  a s  of 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  had demons t r a t ed  its i n c r e a s e d  e f f e c t i v e -  
n e s s  as a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of t h e  p u r g e .  

22 December. Tsao was f o r m a l l y  removed from of- 
1 

ce a n  p u b l i c l y  " s t r u g g l e d "  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  month. Th'e - 
C.  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Long Marches: Problems and More 

Problems 

By t h e  end of September ,  a s  i n d i c a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  Red 
Guard a c t i v i t y  had i n f l i c t e d  v e r y  s e v e r e  s t r a i n s  on  C h i n a ' s  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m  (mari t ime a s  w e l l  a s  r a i l  and b u s ) .  
More s h i p s  were a s s i g n e d  t o  t r a n s p o r t  t h e  Red Guards ,  

*The p o s t e r s  had a p o i n t .  The Workers '  GHQ r e p o r t e d l y  
had a membership of 25 ,000  young worke r s  and s t u d e n t s ,  
whereas  t h e i r  opponen t s ,  t h e  Worker S c a r l e t  Guards ( d i s -  
banded b y  t h e  new order t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J a n u a r y ) ,  had a ' 

r a n k - a n d - f i l e  of some 800,000 older workers. 
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cat t le-boat  s t y l e ,  o n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  1 i a i s o n ; O f r e i g h t  
t r a i n s  were p r e s s e d  i n t o  p a s s e n g e r  s e r v i c e ;  and a d d i t i o n a l  
b u s e s  were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  major c i t i e s  from o u t l y i n g  
communit ies .  Given t h e  volume of human t r a f f i c  t o  be 
moved, s u c h  a d  hoc c o r r e c t i v e s  would have p r o v i d e d  o n l y  
p a r t i a l  r e i i s  under t h e  best of c i r c u m s t a n c e s ;  t h e  Red 
Guards ,  however,  d i d  n o t  " t r a v e l  wel l ,T1-  and would r a t h e r  
t h r o w  t h e i r  f e l lows  o f f  t h e  t r a i n  t h a n  w a i t  f o r  t h e  n e x t  
one .  Not o n l y  were s c h e d u l e s  impossible t o  meet, for  t h e  
Red Guards embarked and disembarked a s  t h e y  chose, b u t  
o n  s e v e r a l ' o c c a s i o n s  t h e y  were n o t e d  e i ther  e x t e n d i n g  or 
chang ing  t h e  r u n s  of t r a i n s  and s h i p s  t o  s u i t  t h e m s e l v e s .  

O t h e r  l o g i s t i c a l  problems p lagued  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  l i a i s o n  movement. Most of t h e  Red Guards from t h e  
s o u t h  of China  were unprepa red  fo r  t h e  r i g o r s  of a n o r t h  
or w e s t  China autumn, l e t  a l o n e  w i n t e r .  T h e r e  were n o t  
enough padded j a c k e t s  and w a r m  bedding  t o  go around,  and 
many Red Guards f e l l  ill. I n  Peking ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  prob- 
lem was a g g r a v a t e d  by  t h e  number of v i s i t o r s  a n d ,  by  l a t e  
October, s e v e r a l  repor t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  r a t i o n  f o r  
l i a i s i n g  Red Guards  had t o  be c u t  t o  o n e  r o l l  for  break- 
f a s t  and a s i n g l e  bowl of r ice  f o r  l u n c h  and  a g a i n  fo r  
s u p p s r .  The combined effects of poor d i e t ,  i n a d e q u a t e  
c l o t h i n g ,  and ove rc rowding  posed a s e r i o u s  h e a l t h  problem 
i n  t h e  Chinese  c a p i t a l .  

l a n d  and m a r i t i m e  t r a n s p o r t  by t o u t i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l o n g  
marches" or " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  on foot" a s  a " f i n e  
unde r t ak ing"  f o r  t h e  Red Guards.  I n  mid-October ,  f i f t e e n  
Red Guards from t h e  Mar ine  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  marched 
from Da i ren  t o  P e k i n g ,  and  t h e i r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n "  
was w i d e l y  h a i l e d .  For example, P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  on  22 
October p r a i s e d  w a l k i n g  a s  p re fe rab le  t o  l m n g  by t r a i n  
or b u s ,  a s  d i d  Mao and  other  l eade r s  I n  coming d a y s .  

An a t t empt  was made t o  e a s e  t h e  bu rdens  o n  over -  
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The s h a n k ' s  mare approach  raised a s  many problems 
as  i t  s o l v e d .  F i r s t ,  i t  weakened f u r t h e r  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n s  
t o  l i m i t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  l e v e l  and 
a b o v e ,  and had a n  a d v e r s e  e f fec t  on p r o d u c t i o n  i n  some 
r u r a l  a reas .  Second,  assuming t h a t  anyone r e a l l y  ca red ,  
i t  made i t  n e x t  to  impossible f o r  a Red Guard u n i t  t o  
a c c o u n t  for  t h e  whereabou t s  of its members. T h i r d ,  most 

' Red Guards appea r  t o  have embarked on t h e i r  l o n g  marches 
w i t h  g rea t  e n t h u s i a s m  b u t  l i t t l e  or no p re -p lann ing .  As 
shoes began t o  p i n c h  and b l i s te rs  began t o  pop, many of 
t h e  young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  ca l led  i t  a d a y  and c a u g h t  a 
b u s  or t r a i n ,  e i t h e r  c o n t i n u i n g  o n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  or re- 
t u r n i n g  home, F o u r t h ,  l o n g  marches d i d  n o t  a p p e a l  t o  
some Red Guards,  who c l e a r l y  expec ted  t o  t r a v e l  i n  a 
s t y l e  more b e f i t t i n g  t h e . C h a i r m a n ' s  c h o s e n .  Chen Po-tars 
comments on t h e  s a l u t a r y  n a t u r e  of l i a i s i n g  cn f o o t  ("You 
may f a l l  ill and be u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  a doctor ..., even  d i e , . . ,  
[ b u t ]  some t h i n g s  a r e  h a r d l y  a v o i d a b l e  . . .  Yoii must wa lk  
t h e  road i n  t h e  same manner a s  Chairman Mae*') were h a r d l y  
c a l c u l a t e d  t o  appeal  t o  non-masochis t s ,  and  h i s  r emarks  
( a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a fo remen t ioned  Peop le ' s  D a i l y  e d i t o r i a l )  
were c r i t i c ized  by  Red Guards from s e v e r a l  of P e k i n g ' s  
more a u g u s t  u n i t s .  

The long march t e c h n i q u e  was both d i s r ega rded  and 
obeyed;  e i t he r  way,  i t  compounded t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  
F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  coming of w i n t e r  s e r v e d  as a n a t u r a l  
break on r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  and r educed  t h e  movement 
t o  more manageable p r o p o r t i o n s .  C e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  were 
q u i c k  t o  take a d v a n t a g e  of t h i s ,  f o r  t h e  Red Guards were 
e v e n  d i s r u p t i n g  t h e  d a i l y  r o u t i n e  of t h e  Chairman h i m s e l f . *  

* I n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  speech  t o  1 i A i s i n g  Red Guards on 11 
November, Tao Chu c r i t i c i zed  t h e m  for " s to rming  t h e  s e a t  
of Chairman Mao e v e r y  day ."  ("Have we n o t  vowed t o  de fend  
t h e  P a r t y  C e n t r a l  and Chairman Mao t o  t h e  d e a t h ?  But  
how c a n  w e  de fend  them by s t o r m i n g  t h e  place?") I n  par -  
t i c u l a r ,  Tao decr ied  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  young m i l i t a n t s  
were a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b y p a s s  c h a n n e l s  and g a i n  d i r ec t  access 
t o  Mao. The p r o p e r  approach  was first t o  s u b m i t  problems 
t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  r e c e p t i o n  c e n t e r  ( i n  t h i s  case, 
( f o o t n o t e '  c o n t i n u e d  on page 64) 
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A 16 November j o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  o f r t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  
and t h e  S t a t e  C o u n c i l  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  P e k i n g  would be a 
closed c i t y  t o  a l l  p r o v i n c i a l  Red Guards  a f t e r  2 1  Novem- 
ber, t h a t  any  Peking-bound t r a i n s  c a r r y i n g  Red Guards 
would be t u r n e d  back a f t e r  t h a t  d a t e ,  t h a t  those  who 
came anyway would " r e c e i v e  no  free food, no she l t e r ,  
e tc . , "  and t h a t  a l l  must r e t u r n  home " d i r e c t l y  w i t h o u t  
making any  s t o p o v e r s . "  (The d e a d l i n e  was l a t e r  ex tended  
t o  20 December.) Those Red Guards who had n o t  y e t  been 
t o  Pek ing  were a s s u r e d  t h a t  t h e y  would be allowed t o  
l i a i s e  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  n e x t  s p r i n g .  

many ( i f  no? mlost) K ed w a r a s  made 
' an  errort t o  r e t u r n  hime before t 'he d e a d l i n e ,  

I t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t ,  a s  was the  case w i t h  
l a t e r  d i r e c t i v e s  d e l i m i t i n g  Red Guard a c t i v i t i e s ,  c e r t a i n  
u n i t s  w e r e m t  bound by  t h e m ,  I n  t h e  main ,  these were Red 
Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  from Peking+ t h a t  were r e s p o n s i b l e  
and r e s p o n s i v e  t o  Mao, t h e  Madame, Lin, and t h e  C e n t r a l  m. These e l i t e  u n i t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i a i s e  a f t e r  t h e  16 
November d i r e c t i v e  ( t h e  Shanghai  case w i l l  be reca l led) ,  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 63) 
t h e  c e n t e r  a t  Chungnanhai r u n  j o i n t l y  b y  t h e  S t a t e  Counc i l  
and t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ' s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  O f f i c e ) .  If 
t h e  c e n t e r  was u n a b l e  t o  s o l v e  t h e  problem, i t  was t o  be 
forwarded t o  C e n t r a l  CRG o f f i c i a l s  who, i n  t u r n ,  would 
submi t  wha t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  se t t le  t o  Mao, L i n ,  and Chou. 
However, Tao  made i t  q u i t e  clear who had t h e  f i n a l  s a y  
i n  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s  s u c h  a s  a p p o i n t m e n t s  and d i smis sa l s :  
"How c a n  we g i v e  you a n  answer i n  w r i t i n g  when you want 
t o  remove a p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  secre ta ry?  W e  c a n n o t  s o l v e  
s u c h  a problem; i t  c a n  o n l y  be s o l v e d  by Chairman Mao." 

*e .g . ,  P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n ' s  Red F l a g ,  T s i n g h u a ' s  Ching- 
kangshan ( u n d e r  Kuai  Ta-fu) ,  t h e  New Pe i t a  Commune (Madame 
N i e h ' s  o u t f i t ) ,  t h e  Geological I n s t i t u t e ,  and o n e  or. two 
more., 
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and o f t e n  d i r e c t e d  or were major p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  l o c a l  Red Guards and Revolut ionary R e b e l s ,  t h e  "power 
s e i z u r e s "  of January 1967 0 The p e r i o d  of adjustment--the 
l u l l  i n  Mao'e purge--was n e a r l y  o v e r .  

;" $ 

P 
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V I  DECEMBER 1966-JANUARY 1967 : "SEIZE POWER! 'I 

"It s good t o  have  i n t e r n a l  r e b e l l i o n .  

---Ma0 t o  C e n t r a l  CRG, 9 J a n u a r y  1967 

"When I come i n t o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  
I f i n d  t h a t  some of them a r e  n o t  q u i k e  r i g h t . "  

---An " e l d e r l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  worker, 
6 December 1966 

"Only t h e  leftistsare a l l o w e d  t o  rebel;  t h e  
r i g h t i s t s . a r e  n o t  a l lowed  t o  t u r n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  

$- u p s i d e  down." 

---Fukien D a i l y ,  22 J a n u a r y  1967 

A .  The E x h o r t a t i o n s  of Madame Mao . 
I n  December, w h i l e  Mao was w i n t e r i n g  i n  Hangchow, 

t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  came under  t h e  immediate d i r e c t i o n  
of h i s  q u a r r e l s o m e ,  v i n d i c t i v e  w i f e .  On t h e  4 t h ,  P e o p l e ' s  
D a i l  f r o n t - p a g e d  the  Madame's 28 November s p e e c h  t o  

p a n s i o n  of t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  and " r e a l l y .  
p e n e t r a t i n g  and e x t e n s i v e  ... e x p o s u r e  and criticism" of 
the  fo rmer  Pek ing  Munic ipa l  P a r t y  Committee. 
e a r l y  h o u r s  t h a t  same d a y ,  Red Guards ,  r e p o r t e d l y  " i n -  
s p i r e d "  by t h e  s p e e c h ,  went t o  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  of Peng Chen, 
s e c u r e d  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  g u a r d s ,  d ragged  t h e  ex-  
Pek ing  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  from h i s  bed, and h u s t l e d  h i m  off 
t o  a n  " a p p o i n t e d  place." The same r o u t i n e  was r e p e a t e d  
a t  t h e  homes of s e v e r a l  o t h e r  o f f i c i a l s  who had s e r v e d  
under  Peng. Accord ing  t o  some a c c o u n t s ,  t h e  c a p t i v e s  were 
t h e n  t a k e n  before a Red Guard kangaroo  c o u r t .  The "de- 
f e n d a n t s "  were found g u i l t y ,  and on 12 December, a mass 
r a l l y  was h e l d  t o  condemn Peng and  h i s  l u c k l e s s  s u b o r d i n -  
ates.  The p u b l i c  abasement  of fo rmer  o f f i c i a l s  ( a s  well 
a s  t he i r  r e l a t ives ) ,*  o f t e n  i n v o l v i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p h y s i c a l  
b r u t a l i t y ,  became a r e g u l a r  . f e a t u r e  of t h e  p u r g e ,  and Red 
Guards  f rom Pek ing  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ' s  Red F l a g  a s  w e l l  

+ i t e r a r y  and  a r t  w o r k e r s ,  i n  which she c a l l e d  fo r  a n  ex- 

During t h e  

%Madame Mao h a s  e n i n c e d  a p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  s e e i n g  
t h a t  t h e  wives  of many of these of f ic ia+s  a re  a l s o  g i v e n  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 6 7 )  
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a s  T s i n g h u a ' s  Chingkangshan were e s p e c i a l l y  a c t i v e  i n  
"d ragg ing  o u t "  prominent  f i g u r e s .  

The Madame and  other members of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG 
c o n t i n u e d  t o  s p u r  on t h e  Red Guards d u r i n g  t h e  rest of 
December, On t h e  1 6 t h ,  s h e  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  " d e s t r u c t i o n  
of a l l  c a p i t a l i s t  power-holders . "  'Pwo d a y s  l a t e r ,  she  
was more s p e c i f i c .  Addres s ing  a Red Guard r a l l y ,  Madame 
Mao blamed t h e  Pek ing  P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Bureau f o r  r e c e n t  
f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Bureau ,  t h e  P ro -  
c u r a t o r a t e ,  and  t h e  Supreme P e o p l e ' s  C o u r t  were " b o u r g e o i s , " *  
and u rged  t h e  Red Guards  t o  "rise up i n  r e b e l l i o n "  and 

Madame t u r n e d  he r  m a l e v o l e n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  P e k i n g  s t a f f  ' ' 
o f f i c e s  m a i n t a i n e d  by the v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s  and maJor ' 
c i t i e s .  " I n  f a c t ,  these s t a f f  o f f i c e s  a r e  engaged i n  ' 
e s p i o n a g e  a c t i v i t i e s  a g a i n s t  us," s h e  s a i d ,  and o r d e r e d  c 

t h e  Red Guards t o  "chase  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  away and t a k e  back 
t h e  b u i l d i n g s . "  One week l a t e r ,  Madame Mao and Chen Po- 
t a  e n d o r s e d  a 25 December t a k e o v e r  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  of 
Labor  by " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w o r k e r s  , I 1  and a l s o  approved  a 
s imilar  t a k e o v e r  of t h e  All-China F e d e r a t i o n  of Trade 
Unions.  The movement t o  "seize power" was under  way. 

" t a k e  ove r"  these three d e p a r t m e n t s .  On t h e  l Q t h ,  t h e  ) i  

B. The " Janua ry  Revo lu t ion"  i n  Shangha i  and t h e  
E v i l s  of "Economism" 

The A n t i n g  I n c i d e n t  ( d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r )  and  t h e  ' /  

t a k e o v e r s  i n  Pek ing  demons t r a t ed  t h e  power o f  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  L e f t ,  expanded and r e v i t a l i z e d ,  t o  b r i n g  down 

-------I_- --------- 
T f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page  6 6 )  
t h e  b u s i n e s s .  On one o c c a s i o n ,  f o r  example ,  af ter  hav ing  - ' 

been  a s s u r e d  t ha t  s e v e r a l  purged o f f i c i a l s  had been worked 
o v e r ,  she a s k e d ,  "Have you s t r u g g l e d  their  l a n d l o r d  wives? 
Have you r e a l 1  s t r u g g l e d  them?" Wang Kuang-mei ( " . . . t h a t  

Madame's wrath.  On 27 December, Madame Mao t o l d  a Pek ing  ~ 

Red Guard r a l l y  t h a t  Wang Kuang-mei was a " d i s h o n e s t  p e r s o n , "  
and a d d e d ,  "I s u p p o r t  t h o s e  who would seize her." Wang 
Kuang-mei was "dragged o u t "  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time 10, d a y s - l a t e r .  

c r o n e " ) ,  4 i u  hao-chi's w i f e ,  was a s p e c i a l  t a r g e t  of t h e  
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o f f i c i a l s  a c c u s e d  of  oppos ing  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  
I n  one i m p o r t a n t  s e n s e ,  t h e  leftists succeeded  a l l  t o o  
well. Fo l lowing  t h e  Maoist d ic tum t h a t  " d e s t r u c m n  m u s t  
p r e c e d e  c o n s t r u c t i o n , "  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels and Red 
Guards e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  t e a r  down e s t a b l i s h e d  
s t ructures  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  b u t  t h e y  proved t o  be woefu l  
f a i l u r e s  when it came t o  working t o g e t h e r  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a 
new o r d e r .  

Nowhere is t h i s  shown more c lear ly  t h a n  i n  S h a n g h a i ,  
r e g a r d e d  by M a o : t o  be second i n  impor t ance  o n l y  t o  Pek ing  
i t se l f .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  Ant ing  I n c i d e n t  
i n  mid-November, a t  which t i m e  Mao o r d e r e d  t h e  Shanghai  
P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s ' -  t o  a c c e p t  the  demands of t h e  Workers '  GHQ, 

* t h e  m u n i c i p a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was p o w e r l e s s  t o  resist f iu r the r  
Rebel a t t acks  and  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r .  Mayor Tsao T i - c h i u  dnd 
F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  Chen P e i - h s i e n ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  y e t  f o r m a l l y  
d i s m i s s e d ,  were clear ly  t h r o u g h ,  and by t h e  end of December, 
C h i n a ' s  largest  c i t y  was i n  chaos .  Competing Red Guard 
and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel g r o u p s  h e l d  mass d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ;  
l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  were p u b l i c l y  " s t r u g g l e d ; "  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  
and m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  d i d  l i t t l e  o r  n o t h i n g  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n ;  p r o d u c t i o n  and e s s e n t i a l  s e r v i c e s  ground t o  
a h a l t .  

A major  cause of t h e  t u r m o i l  i n  Shanghai  was t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  Tsao-Chen a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  
F i r s t ,  there were t h e  f a n a t i c s  f rom P e k i n g ,  such  a s  
Nieh Yuan-tzu and Kuai Ta- fu ,  who were de te rmined  t o  
e s t ab l i sh  a new, Maoist  o r d e r .  A s  was t h e  c a s e  i n  other 
a r e a s ,  many local Red Guards r e s e n t e d  t h e  s u p e r i o r  a t -  
t i t u d e  o f t e n  shown by these ou t s ide r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n -  
asmuah:. a s  t h e  Shangha i  g r o u p s  consdde red  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  
be j u s t  as t tred' l  a s  t h e  v i s i t o r s ,  and  c e r t a i n l y  more 
knowledgeable  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  local c o n d i t i o n s .  Second,  
there were g r o u p s  w i t h  e s s e n t i a l l y  p o l i t i c a l  g r i e v a n c e s ,  
p e r s o n i f i e d  by t h e  Worker S c a r l e t  Guards ,  who r e s e n t e d  
t h e  c l a i m s  of t h e  much smaller Workers '  GHQ t h a t  t h e  

. .., 

GHQ was - t h e  spokesman f o r  t h e  Shangha i  working class.  
( T h i s  was a major  f a c t o r  i n  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  t h e  S c a r l e t  
Guards '  g e n e r a l  s t r ike i n  l a t e  December.) T h i r d ,  many 
r e s i d e n t s  of  Shangha i  and its e n v i r o n s  took  advan tage  
of t h e  d i s o r d e r  t o  p r e s s  a welter of economic demands. 
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RED GUARDS HUMILIATING “COUNTERREVOLUTIONARIES” 
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MADAME LIU SHAO-CHI (WANG KUANGMEI) 
BEING “STRUGGLED” AT PEKING RED GUARD RALLY 

The ca tion at the top,of the pamphlet reads: “On 10 April in Peking, a general meeting was 
convene4 to stru le a ainst reactionary element Wang Kuang-mei and to deciare the death sen- 
tence on the Liuyeng %lack headquarters. in the course of the meeting, Wang Kuang-mei was 
dragged out three times to face the masses. Before the Indignant condemnation of the revoiution- 
ary masses, Wang Kuang-mei was forced to kneel and beg pardon before the portrait of Chairman 
Mao.” 
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These c o m p l a i n a n t s  i n c l u d e d  i n d u s t r i a l  worke r s  (who s o u g h t  
h i g h e r  wages,  s h o r t e r  h o u r s ,  improvements in t h e  welfare 
s y s t e m ,  and  b e t t e r  h o u s i n g ) ,  c o n t r a c t / t e m p o r a r y  worke r s  
(who demanded t h a t  t h e y  be cove red  by e x i s t i n g  wage and 
welfare scales) ,* and p e a s a n t s .  

A p o s t e r  d a t e d  14  J a n u a r y ,  e n t i t l e d  "An Appeal  t o  
A l l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commune Members and Poor  and  Lower- 
Middle P e a s a n t s , "  g i v e s  a c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  k i n d s  
of demands -- t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r i o r i t k e s  o f  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  b u t  of  o v e r r i d i n g  c o n c e r n  t o  a 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  -- t h a t ,  i f  a l l o w e d  t o  con- 
t i n u e  unchecked ,  c o u l d  have spel led d i s a s t e r  f o r  t h e  
Maoists. Composed by p e a s a n t  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel g r o u p s  
from t h e  Shanghai  a r e a  whose r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  had gone t o  
P e k i n g  t o  compla in  a b o u t  t h e r  i n e q u i t i e s  of r u r a l  l i f e ,  
t h e  poster l i s t e d  t h i r t y - f i v e  s p e c i f i c  g r t e v a n c e s .  N a t u r a l l y ,  
a l l  of t h e  g r i e v a n c e s  were said t o  have  r e s u l t e d  because  
of t h e  n e f a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  Shangha i  Munic ipa l  
P a r t y  Committee ( " . . . f o l l o w e r s  of  t h e  Liu-Teng l i n e " ) ,  
What is most i n t e r e s t i n g ,  however,  is t h a t ,  o f  t he  t h i r t y -  
f i v e  g r i e v a n c e s ,  o n l y  t h e  l a s t  s e v e n  had any  r e l a t i o n  
t o  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  m a t t e r s  (e.n. ,  "Why is it t h a t  
t h e  S e l e c t e d  Works of Yao Tse-tung-are  u n a v a i l a b l e  i n  t he  
c o u n t r y s i d e ? " ) ,  and  appear t o  have been  added almost a s  
a n  a f t e r t h o u g h t  i n  a n - a t t e m p t  t o  add  a s u i t a b l y  "revo-  
l u t i o n a r y "  t o u c h  t o  a v e r y  d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t i n g  of material 
p r i v a t i o n . * *  

*Con t rac t / t empora ry  workers are  p a i d  f o r  t h e i r  l a b o r s  on 
a piece-work basis .  I n  her 26 December s p e e c h ,  Madame 
Mao had s t a t e d  t h a t  these worke r s  "have s u f f e r e d  t h e  most" 
and  blamed L iu  Shao-chi fo r  t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  of t h e  c o n t r a c t  
l a b o r  sys t em.  The f o l l o w i n g  month, however ,  t h e  demands 
of these worke r s  were r e $ e c t e d  a s  r e f l e c t i n g  o n l y  t h e i r  
own " p e r s o n a l  and  short-term i n t e r e s t s .  '' 
**The p e a s a n t s '  compla inks  r a n  t h e  gamut f rom a t t a c k i n g  
Tsao and Chen fo r  u s i n g  t h e  r u r a l  areas as  "the g e n e r a l  
ga rbage  can" i n  which t o  dump u rban  u n d e s i r a b l e s  t o  d e c r y -  
i n g  t h e  l a c k  of bean-curd on h o l i d a y s  ("evan though we 
grow t h e  beans") .  O t h e r  g r i e v a n c e s  i n c l u d e d :  lack of 
p r o p e r  teachers i n  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  lack of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
r u r a l  c h i l d r e n  t o  a t t a i n  a b e t t e r  l i f e  t h a n  their  p a r e n t s ,  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on  page 7 0 )  
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By t h e  end of December, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Shanghai  
had reached a s t a t e  of  n e a r  ana rchy .  S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  . 
Chris tmas,  dock w o r k e r s  went on s t r ike,  t y i n g  up more 
t h a n  one  hundred  s h i p s  i n  t h e  harbor. Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  
t h e  strike s p r e a d  t o  t h e  r a i l w a y  sys t em and s h u t  down 
a l l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p o r t  c i t y ,  c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  s u p p l y  of 
c o a l  and  other raw m a t e r i a l s .  Wmkers i n  t h e  power 
p l a n t s  and  water-works a l s o  s t r u c k ,  and by t h e  first 
week i n  J a n u a r y ,  a s e r i o u s  food  s h o r t a g e  had developed .  

less either t o  resCore order or t o  resist t h e  worke r s '  
demands (higher wages,  f u n d s  to  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  l i a i s o n  sod o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
e tc . ) .  Accord ing  t o  a l a t e r  vew China N e w s  Agency (NCNA) 
a c c o u n t ,  Shangha i  o f f i c i a l s  approved r e t r o a c t i v e  pay i n -  
creases and  s u b s i d i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  i n  a n  attempt 
t o  get  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels o u t  o f  Shanghai .  "They 
ordered the  banks , "  NCNA reported,  "to ' p ay  t he  checks 
so long  a s  you have t h e  money."' T h i s  caused  a g e n e r a l  
r u n  on t h e  banks  and much panic-buying .  Accord ing  t o  
one s o u r c e ,  t h e  Shangha i  b ranch  of t h e  P e o p l e ' s  Bank of 
China had p a i d  o u t  "about  t e n  m i l l i o n  yuan" by t h e  close 
o f  b u s i n e s s  on  7 J a n u a r y ;  a n o t h e r  l a r g e  amount ("more 
t h a n  t w o  m i l l i o n  yuan") w a s  p a i d  o u t  by t h e  m u n i c i p a l  
commercial d e p a r t m e n t ;  and  many f a c t o r y  managers  a t t e m p t e d  
t o  a s s u a g e  t he i r  employees  by a l l o t i n g  them f u n d s  o u t  of 
p r o d u c t i o n  c a p i t a l . *  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Red Guards i n  Shangha i  

The moribund Munic ipa l  P a r t y  Committee was power- 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  f rom page  69) 
I n a d e q u a t e  m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  t h e  i g n o r a n c e  of o f f i c i a l d o m  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p e a s a n t s '  problems, p r e f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  
acco rded  u r b a n  w o r k e r s ,  and  t h e  g r e a t  d i s p a r i t y  i n  t h e  
u r b a n - r u r a l  wage scale.  S t i l l  others denounced a 1966 
t a x  i n c r e a s e ,  poor  hous ing  compared w i t h  t h a t  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  i n d u s t r i a l  worke r s  ( " Jus t  what is t h e  a t t i t u d e  of these 
dogs o f  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  towns toward t h e  p e a s a n t s ? " ) ,  
lack of  meat, and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  whereas  g r a i n  was bought  
by t h e  s t a t e  f o r  $4.00 a p i c u l  (133-1/3 l b s . ) ,  t h e  p e a s a n t s  
had t o  pay $6.60 and up  for  a p i c u l  of manure. 

*Such p r a c t i c e s  were by no means c o n f i n e d  t o  Shangha i .  
I n  F u k i e n ,  t h e  ProvinCJ;a l  P a r t y  Committee is s a i d  t o  have 
p r o v i d e d  more t h a n  two m i l l i o n  yuan  i n  wage i n c r e a s e s  and 
" supp lemen ta ry  a l l o w a n c e s "  d u r i n g  t h e  first t e n  d a y s  of 
Janua ry .  Swatow (Kwangtung) worke r s  r e p o r t e d l y  r e c e i v e d  
bonuses  r a n g i n g  f rom 200 t o  500 y u a n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  200 yuan  
p e r  man i f  t h e y  wished  t o  l i a i s e .  Many o t h e r  examples  c o u l d  

n T  I be n o t e d .  -70- 
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(and elsewhere) r e c e i v e d  a d a i l y  s u b s i d y  of . 4  t o  . 8  yuan 
to  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s . "  

By e a r l y  J a n u a r y ,  t h e  mess i n  Shanghai  had become 
so s e r i o u s  a s  t o  r e q u i r e  a "power - se i zu re"  f o r  which, it 
soon became c l e a r ,  t h e  M a o i s t s  were p o o r l y  p r e p a r e d .  On 
4 J a n u a r y ,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  ( l e d  by t h e  Workers '  
GHQ) seized c o n t r o l  of t h e  Wen Hui P a o  a n d ,  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  
p u b l i s h e d  a "Message t o  t h e  P e o p l e  o f  Shangha i , "  a p p e a l i n g  
t o  them t o  r e t u r n  t o  work and r e f u s e  any  f u r t h e r  pay -ou t s  
from " b o u r g e o i s  r e a c t i o n a r y "  o f f i c i a l s .  T h i s  was followed 
f o u r  days  l a t e r  by a n  "Urgent Notice," s i g n e d  by t h i r t y -  
t w o  g r o u p s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Shangha i  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n s  of 
t h e  P e k i n g  T h i r d  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A v i a t i o n  Red F l a g ,  and 
Ts inghua  Chingkangshan,  i n t e r  a l i a  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r -  
a t i o n  of order ,  "a c e s s a t i o n  of r e P o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s i o n ,  
and the f r e e z i n g  of f u n d s .  On 11 J a n u a r y ,  a j o i n t  "Mes- 
s a g e  of G r e e t i n g s "  t o  t h e  Shangha i  rebels from t h e  C e n t r a l  
Committee,  S t a t e  C o u n c i l .  M i l i t a r y  A f f a i r s  Commission (MAC), 
and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG h a i l e d  the  rebels '  a c t i o n s  a s  ''a 
b r i l l i a n t  example f o r  t h e  working  c l a s s  and a l l  l a b o r i n g  
p e o p l e  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses  throughout-the:country." 
Tha t  same d a y ,  a C e n t r a l  Committee d i r e c t i v e  e n t i t l e d  
"Oppose Economism" denounced t h e  u s e  of " v a r i o u s  means 
o f  economic b r i b e r y "  by t h e  " c a p i t a l i s t - r o a d e r s "  i n  t he i r  
a t t e m p t  t o  l e a d  p e o p l e  t o  " e x c l u s i v e l y  p u r s u e  p e r s o n a l  
and short-term i n t e r e s t s  and d i s r e g a r d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  
t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  c o l l e c t i v e , "  and o r d e r e d  banks  t o  
" r e f u s e  a l l  payments  . . .  if s u c h  payments  a r e  n o t  i n  con- 
f o r m i t y  w i t h  s f a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s . "  

Al though t h e  11 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  c l a imed  t h a t  
"economism" was a t a c t i c  employed by o p p o s i t i o n  e l e m e n t s  
i n  order t o  wreck t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  is q u i t e  
c l e a r  t h a t  i n  some c a s e s  t h e  demands f o r  h i g h e r a w a g e s  
and improved w e l f a r e  benefi ts  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  worke r s  
t hemse lves .  * T h u s ,  t h e  .yfpowerrseizuref l  i n  Shbnghai:. was ,  

$For example ,  on 31 D ecember , " a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  comrades" 
of  t h e  Haiyen (Chekiang)  P o s t  and Telecommunica t ions  
Bureau s e n t  a message t o  t h e  M i n i s t r y  i n  Pek ing  demand- 
i n g  a 7% pay i n c r e a s e  and g i v i n g  t h e  M i n i s t r y  one week 
t o  approve  t h e  r a i s e .  F u r t h e r  c o n f i r m a t i o n  of p r e s s u r e  
f rom t h e  worke r s  was p rov ided  by t h e  P o l i t b u r o  d e c i s i o n  
i n  l a t e  December t o  a b r o g a t e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  A l l -  
China F e d e r a t i o n  of Trade  Un ions ,  freeze t h e  F e d e r a t i o n ' s  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 72) I 
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i n  effect ,  a rescue o p e r a t i o n .  The Tsao-Chen a d m i n i s t r a -  
t i o n  was f o r m a l l y  removed on 5 F e b r u a r y  and r e p l a c e d  by 
t h e  Shanghai  P e o p l e ' s  Commune (soon renamed t h e  Shangha i  
Munic ipa l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commit tee) ,  headed by C e n t r a l  
CRG members Chang Chun-chiao and Yao Wen-yuan. I n  t h e  
months a h e a d ,  t h e  new team would f a c e  t h e  f o r m i d a b l e  
t a s k  of  p a c i f y i n g  Shanghai  and  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  c e n t r a l  
a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  a popu lace  whose c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
d e s i d e r a t a  were o f t e n  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  Mao's o b j e c t i v e s  
i n  t h e  p u r g e .  

4 

C.  "Power-Seizure ," F a i l u r e ,  and PLA I n t e r v e n t i o n  

The a fo remen t ioned  11 J a n u a r y  i n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  s h o u l d  emulate 
t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  Shangha i  l e d  t o  a series o f  "power- 
seizures," accompanied by much b loodshed  and v i o l e n c e ,  
;in a l m o s t  e v e r y  p r o v i n c e  and major  c i t y .  Al though the 
M a o i s t s  had s t a t e d  r e p e a t e d l y  t h a t  there were o n l y  a 

' "handfu l f1  of " c a p i t a l i s t r r o a d e r s "  t o  be d e a l t  w i t h ,  t h e  
' Red Guards and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels heard o n l y  t h e  c a l l  

t o  "seize power,"  and t h u s  sub jec t ed  t o  s e v e r e  a t t a c k s  
a number o f  o f f i c i a l s  who were l a t e r  d e c l a r e d  t o  be "good 

, comrades" and r e t a i n e d  by Mao i n  p o s i t i o n s  of c o n s i d e r -  
a b l e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h i s  l e d  t o  a deep- sea t ed  and con- 
t i n u i n g  h o s t i l i t y  on t h e  p a r t  of many Red Guard and Rev- 
o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  toward  those a p p o i n t e d  t o  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committees -- t h e  new o r g a n s  of power -- e s t a b l i s h e d  ( o f t e n  w i t h  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y )  s i n c e  t h e  
" Janua ry  R e v o l u t i o n , ' '  f o r  t h o s e  who have  survdved  t h e  
purge h a v e ,  by and l a r g e ,  been a s s i g n e d  to p o s t s  i n  t h e  
same p r o v i n c e  where t h e y  had been unde r  a t t a c k .  I n  
Kwangtung, for example ,  t h e  power fu l  and m i l i t a n t  Red 
F l a g  f a c t i o n  was s t r o n g l y  opposed t o  Huang Yung-sheng, 
Commander of  t h e  Canton M i l i t a r y  Reg ion ,  y e t  Mao l a t e r  
a p p o i n t e d  Huang t o  head t h e  Kwangtung P r o v i n c i a l  Revolu- 
t i o n a r y  Committee. A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  M a o t s t s  c o n t i n u e d  

. .," 

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 71) 
c a p i t a l ,  and r e n d e r  as "comple t e ly  i n v a l i d  a l l  documents 
and n o t i c e s  s i g n e d  by t h e  F e d e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
s t a g e  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  F o r  a n  e x c e l l e n t ,  
d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  of worke r s '  demands i n  S h a n g h a i ,  see 
Evelyn  Anderson ,  "Shanghai :  The Masses  Un leashed , "  - Problems of Communism, Janua ry -Februa ry  1968,  pp. '12-21. 

I 
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t o  regard t h e  Red F l a g  a s  a t r u e  "revo1utionary"organization 
an'd, i n  effect, t o l d  Huang and t h e  young m i l i t a n t s  t o  l e t  
bygones be bygones.  I n  Canton (and elsewhere), however, 
many Red Guards were u n w i l l i n g  t o  do  s o .  

A major  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of  many "power- 
s e i z u r e s "  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a g i v e n  Red Guard /Revo lu t iona ry  
Rebel f a c t i o n  or  a l l i a n c e  u s u a l l y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  seize power 
o n l y  f o r  i t se l f .  T h i s  o f t e n  led  t o  a s e c o n d  round i n  wh ich  
t h e  e x c l u d e d  f a c t i o n ( s )  would a t t e m p t  t o  wrest c o n t r o l  away 
from those who h a d e a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  i n i t i a l  se izure ,  t h e  n e t  
result b e i n g  a b e w i l d e r i n g  game of "Who's Got t h e  Chop?" 

A second problem centered around j u s t  w h a t  Mao meant 
by llpower-seizure'."t 
t h e ' y o u n g  t o u g h s ,  armed w i t h  h i s  " though t , "  c o u l d  seize and 
e x e r c i s e  power i n  a n  effective manner. If so, Mao c o u l d n ' t  
have  been  more wrong. On t h e  other hand,  he  may have meant 
o n l y  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  work of P a r t y  and 
government c a d r e s  and keep them a t  t h e i r  p o s t s  u n t i l  a 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  was made (by t h e  Chairman, - n o t  by t h e  Red 
Guards)  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  their  l o y a l t y .  If t h i s  was what  Mao 
had i n  mind, and it seems t h e  more l i k e l y  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  h e  must  
have been mdeQ s h a k e n  by t h e  s e l f - s e e k i n g  a b e r r a t i o n s  s e r v e d  
up  by many of h i s  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  young g e n e r a l s  . l l  

c 
I t  may be t h a t  he  r e a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a % , .  

O f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  made d u r i n g  mid-January d i d  l i t t l e  
t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  "power-seizure"  q u e s t i o n .  On t h e  1 5 t h ,  Chou 
En- l a i  and Chen Po- ta  t o l d  a workers r a l l y  t h a t  t h e  "super-  
v i s i o n  formula" was "much better and more p r a c t i c a l "  t h a n  
t h e  formula  of "seizure and c o n t r o l . "  Two days  l a t e r ,  
however, a t  a r e c e p t i o n  f o r  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels from in -  
s t i t u t e s  of h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  Chou t o l d  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  
"Where c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  r ipe  (whatever  t h a t  meant ) ,  se ize  
power. Where c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  r i pe ,  exercise s u p e r v i s i o n . "  
Few Red Guard o r  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would 
f ee l  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  were n o t  "ripe" f o r  them t o  effect  a 
t a k e o v e r ,  t h e  resu l t s  of w h i c h  were q u i t e  c a n d i d l y  a s s e s s e d  
by one Red Guard p u b l i c a t i o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  March: 

I n  some u n i t s ,  a l t h o u g h . t h e  p o w e r - s e i z u r e  was 
c a r r i e d  o u t  by r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
t h e r e  was on ly  % e i z u r e l '  b u t  no " a l l i a n c e ,  '' t h u s  
n e g l e c t i n g  one work p r o c e d u r e .  I n  o t h e r  u n i t s ,  
there is a c t u a l l y  a l l i a n c e  i n  name o n l y ,  and a 
s i n g l e  g roup  is i n  o o n t r o l .  Some a l l i a n c e s  a r e  
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t o o  narrow i n  s c o p e ,  and r e g a r d  t ,hemselves  a s  
"pu re  and e l e v a t e d . "  They f i n d  f a u l t  l e f t  
and r i g h t  w i t h  o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and a lways  r e g a r d  it a s  b e n e a t h  
t he i r  d i g n i t y  t o  form a n  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  them. . .  

A p a r t  from t h i s ,  i n  some u n i t s  t h e  g u e s t s  a r e  
known t o  have o u s t e d  t h e  h o s t s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a 
power - se i zu re  by a n  o u t s i d e  group. I n  t h e  
eyes of these o u t s i d e  g r o u p s ,  there is n o t  a 
s i n g l e  good p e r s o n  i n  t h a t  u n i t .  The comrades . 
of  t h e  L e f t  who have a l l  a l o n g  pers i s ted  i n  
s t r u g g l e  i n  t h a t  u n i t  a r e  a l s o  pushed a s i d e  by t h e  

!-: outsiders,.::wlio .'negard t h e m s e l v e s  a s  s a v i o u r s .  
I C 1  

c 

O t h e r  groups have v i o l a t e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of  
" e x t e n d i n g  f rom o n e ' s  own u n i t  t o  t h e  whole 
sys t em."  T h e i r  e y e s  a r e  bigger t h a n  t he i r  
s tomachs ,  and t h e y  want t o  seize t h e  e n t i r e  
s y s t e m  i n  one f e l l  swoop. As a r e s u l t ,  t h e y  
have seized o n l y  some wooden c h o p s ,  a r e  u n a b l e  
t o  f u n c t i o n  and  e x e r c i s e  power,  and e x i s t  o n l y  
on  p a p e r .  

A l l  t h i s  e n d s  i n  o.nly s e i z u r e  of t h e  chop 
b u t  n o t  t h e  seizure of power; i t  is phony 
and  a power - se i zu re  i p  name o n l y .  I t  is n o t  
a g e n u i n e  power - se i zu re  by t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t .  

The a u t h o r  of t h i s  a s ses smen t  was n o t  e x a g g e r a t i n g .  
Fo r  example ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  is a v a i l a b l e  f rom Red Guard sources 
c o n c e r n i n g  a t t e m p t e d  or a c t u a l  "power-se izures"  d u r i n g  
t h e  period 14-22 J a n u a r y  1967 i n  twenty- four  c e n t r a l  gov- 
e rnment  m i n i s t r i e s  i n  P e k i n g .  Of t h e  t w e n t y - f o u r , o n l y  
three were c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  a r e l a t i v e l y  smooth manner ( M i n i s t r y  
of T e x t i l e  I n d u s t r y ,  M i n i s t r y  of F i n a n c e ,  and t h e  1st M i n i s t r y  
of Machine-Bul ld ing) ,  a l t h o u g h  a n o t h e r  f o u r  "seizures" were 
a p p a r e n t l y  successful,  b u t  o n l y  a f t e r  q u i t e  some d i f f i c u l t y .  
The r e m a i n i n g  s e v e n t e e n  were r o u g h ,  u n s a c c k s s f u l  a f f a i r s ,  
i n v o l v i n g  t a k e o v e r s  and c o u n t e r - t a k e o v e r s  ( i n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  
of  F o r e s t r y ,  there  were f o u r  r i v a l  "power-se izure"  w i t h i n  
s i x  d a y s )  t h a t  l e f t  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  i n  g r e a t  c o n f u s i o n  and 
t h e  forces of  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Le f t "  bad ly  s p l i t .  
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I n  most of  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was e q u a l l y  
s e r i o u s ,  t h e  "power-seizure" c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  Kwangtung b e i n g  
a good example.  On t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of  2 1  J a n u a r y ,  members 
of  t h e  m i l i t a n t  Chungshan U n i v e r s i t y , R e d  F l a g  m e t  w i t h  
Kwangtung 1st S e c r e t a r y  Chao Tzu-yang t o  c r i t i c ize  t h e  
p a s t  " e r r o r s "  of Chao ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  After t h e  meet- 
i n g ,  Chao and three other members of t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
Committee were herded a b o a r d  a propaganda t r u c k  and  t a k e n  
t o  Chungshan f o r  f u r t h e r  i n t e r r o g a t i o n .  During t h e  c o u r s e  
of t h e  e v e n i n g  s e s s i o n ,  Chao was a s k e d  for  h i s  v i ews  con- 
c e r n i n g  "power - se i zu res  ," t o  which  h e  r e p l i e d ,  "The q u e s t i o n  
h a s  t o  be dec ided  by t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels, who might 
send  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  e i ther  t o  s u p e r v i s e  u s  or t o  seize 
power from u s . "  A t  . this p o i n t ,  t h e  s e s s i o n  a d j o u r n e d ,  
b u t  t h e  f o u r  P a r t y  leaders were r e q u i r e d  t o  spend t h e  
n i g h t  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  

E a r l y  t h e  n e x t  morning ,  two Red F l a g i s t s  handed 
Chao a "seize-power" order,  demanded t h a t  he t u r n  o v e r  
t h e  o f f i c i a l  c h o p s  of t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Pa r ty  Committee,  t h e  
G e n e r a l  O f f i c e ,  and t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  CRG, and  informed him, 
"From now o n ,  y o u ' l l  t a k e  o r d e r s  from u s ,  and w e ' l l  t a k e  
o r d e r s  from Chairman Mao." To t h i s ,  Chao replied t h a t  
he s u p p o r t e d  t h e  Red F l a g i s t s '  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i o n , "  
inasmuch a s  "power - se i zu res  have been c a l l e d  f o r  by 
Chairman Mao h imse l f , "  and s e n t  a n o t e  to L i n  Li-ming 
( a n o t h e r  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  S e c r e t a r y )  i n s t r u c t i n g  h i m  t o  
g i v e  t h e  three chops  t o  t h e  b e a r e r s  of t h e  l e t t e r .  How- 
e v e r ,  L i n  r e f u s e d  and went t o  Chungshan t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  
Red Guards  t h a t  t h e  chops  c o u l d  n o t  be handed o v e r  w i t h -  ' 

o u t  C e n t r a l  Committee a p p r o v a l .  T h i s  was u n a c c e p t a b l e  
t o  t h e  Red F l a g l s t s ,  s i n c e  a r e p l y  from Pek ing  might n o t  
be Immedia te ly  f o r t h c o m i n g ,  and it was f i n a l l y  a g r e e d  
t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  c o u l d  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  chops  
pend ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee. A c -  
c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  t a k e o v e r  was r e p o r t e d  t o  Huang J u n g - h a i ,  
Commander of t h e  Kwangtung M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t ,  who f o r -  
warded t h e  news t o  Pek ing .  
phone ( p r o b a b l y  t h a t  same day)  t h a t  the  "power-se izure"  
s h o u l d  be s u p p o r t e d ,  but  t h a t  t h e  PLA s h o u l d  be c a l l e d  
o u t  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  if n e c e s s a r y .  

Chou E n - l a i  r e p l i e d  by tele- 
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On t h e  a f t e r n o o n  of t h e  22nd,  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  demanded 
t h a t  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  C o m m i t t e e  i s s u e  a p u b l i c  s t a t e -  
ment announcing  t h e  t a k e o v e r  of t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  
t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Depar tment ,  and t h e  Canton 
Munic ipa l  P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  Bureau. The s t a t e m e n t  was 
composed a t  a mee t ing  o f  t h e  Commit tee ' s  S e c r e t a r i a t  t h a t  
same a f t e r n o o n ,  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  b e i n g  mon i to red  by s e v e r a l  
Chungshan s t u d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Kwangtung P r o v i n c i a l  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel J o i n t  Committee ( h e r e a f t e r  KPRRJC, 
t h e  new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o rgan  of power"). 
a l a r g e r  mee t ing  was h e l d ,  a t t e n d e d  by members of v a r i o u s  
P r o v i n c i a l  Committee d e p a r t m e n t s ,  t o  a p p r a i s e  l e a d i n g  
c a d r e s  of t h e  s t a t e m e n t  p r i b r  t o  p u b l i c a t i o n  and  t o  make 
c l e a r  the P r o v i n c i a l  Commit tee ' s  f a v o r a b l e  d i s p o s i t i o n  
toward t h e  t a k e o v e r .  A l l  cadres were t o l d  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  "power-seizure"  and c o n t i n u e  t o  s t a y  on t he i r  jobs. 
The KPRRJC r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t u r n  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  approval  
of t h e  " p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e "  d i s p l a y e d  by t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
Committee,  b u t  a g a i n  warned t h a t  t h e  cadres m u s t  obey 
t h e  o r d e r s  of t h e  s u p e r v i s o r y  groups t h a t  would be a s -  
s i g n e d  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  bureaus and d e p a r t m e n t s .  

Tha t  e v e n i n g ,  

The f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  publ i shed .  
E n t i t l e d  "A Message f rom t h e  Kwangtung P r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  
Committee To A l l  P a r t y  Members, C a d r e s ,  and People of the 
P r o v i n c e , "  t h e  P a r t y  Committee announced t h e  22 J a n u a r y  
t a k e o v e r  by " l o c a l  and n o n - l o c a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  rebels,"* 
declared its " r e s o l u t e  support" f o r  t h e  "power-seizure"  
and "solemn a c c e p t a n c e  o f  s u p e r v i s i o n , "  c o n f e s s e d  t o  
hav ing  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  "bourgeois r e a c t i o n a r y  Liu-Teng 
l i n e , "  and promised  t o  l e a r n  from t h e  Red Guards"'wisdom 
and s p i r t  of  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e b e l l i o n . "  I 

I 

a f t e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h  e "hGssage" and 
f t he  c h o p s ,  Chao, L i n ,  and others  " spen t  

1 

'much of t h e i r  t i m e  . . .  hudd led  i n  olle room of P a r t y  head- 
q u a r t e r s ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  i m p e r i o u s  c a l l s  from f a c t i o n a l  
l e a d e r s  t o  come o u t  and s i g n  checks . .  . ' I  

. .. 

. .  

. ... 
. . . .  
. .  

! . .  . 
* r .  

. .  

*The "non- loca ls"  i n c l u d e d  Red Guards f rom t h e  Pek ing  
T h i r d  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  A v i a t i o n  Red F l a g ,  Ts inghua  Chingkangshan,  
and  t h e  Harb in  M i l i t a r y  E n g i n e e r i n g  I n s t i t u t e .  
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On t h e  f a c e  of  i t ,  t h e  "power-seizure" iin Kwangtung 
P r o v i n c e  was o v e r ;  i n  r e a l i t y ,  it had h a r d l y  begun. Too 
many l o c a l  Red Guard and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l  g r o u p s  had 
been e x c l u d e d  by t h e  Chungshan coup ,  and a t o r r e n t  of 
c r i t i c i s m  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  peremptory a c t i o n s  of t h e  KPRRJC 
was n o t  l o n g  i n  coming. 

The main c o m p l a i n t s  of t h o s e  who were aced  o u t  by 
t h e  t a k e o v e r  were q u i t e  l i k e  those l e v e l l e d  by Red Guard 
and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel g r o u p s  who had n o t  been  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  "power-seizures" i n  okher  p r o v i n c e s .  I n  t h e  Kwang- 
tung  c a s e ,  t h e  Chungshan Red F l a g i s t s  a p p a r e n t l y  e n v i s i o n e d  
a rebel a l l i a n c e  composed of s e v e n t e e n  u n i t s ,  n i n e  of  which 
were n o n - l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  22 J a n u a r y  
t a k e o v e r .  However, three Canton u n i k s  r e f u s e d  t o  p a r t i -  
c i p a t e  ( b e c a u s e  t h e  n o n - l o c a l s  were i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y ) ,  
and a n o t h e r  two l o c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i s t e d  a s  members of 
t h e  o r i g i n a l  a l l i a n c e  c l a imed  t h a t  t h e y  had n o t  p a r t l c i -  
p a t e d  i n  any  KPRRJC a c t i v i t i e s ,  let  a l o n e  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s ,  
and t h a t  t h e i r \ n a m e s  were b e i n g  used  w i t h o u t  their  a u t h o r i -  
z a t i o n .  T h e r e f o r e ,  these g r o u p s  -- t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r s  
t h a t  had n o t  been  i n c l u d e d  -- branded t h e  Red F l a g  t a k e -  
ove r  a phony "power-seizure ' '  perpetrated t o  f u r t h e r  t h e  
s e l f i s h  i n t e r e s t s  of a se lect  f e w  a t  t h e  expense  of t h e  
true i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Left." 

O t h e r  g roupsmndgnned  t h e  t a k e o v e r  a s  a t o t a l  f r a u d ,  
a " r o y a l i s t "  p l o t  by Chao Tzu-yang and h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  t o  
s a v e  t h e m s e l v e s  by making a d e a l  w i t h  t h e  Chungshan rebels. 
The l a t t e r ,  so  t h i s  argument  r u n s ,  would a l l o w  Chao and 
company t o  c o n t i n u e  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  a t  t h e  same o l d  s t a n d  
( u n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  of b e i n g  s u p e r v i s e d )  i n  r e t u r n  for a p i e c e  
o f  t h e  a c t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  a major  c o m p l a i n t  was t h a t  t h e  
"power-seizure"  was carr ied o u t  s o l e l y  by l o c a l  and non- 
l o c a l  s t u d e n t s  [no  worker  o r  p e a s a n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  took  
p a r t  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  t a k e o v e r ) .  Thus ,  t h e  t a k e o v e r  was 
i l l e g a l  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s  c r i t e r i o n  a l o n e  -& t h e  working 
c l a s s ,  t h e  "vanguard of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n , "  had been exc luded .  

S tung  by t h e  volume and manner of o p p o s i t i o n  (one 
or more c o u n t e r - t a k e o v e r s  were a t t e m p t e d ) ,  t h e  ''power- 
seizure" g roup  a t t e m p t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  its r e v o l u t i o n a r y  -- bona f i d e s  by announcing  t h a t ,  f a r  from b e i n g  a small 
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monopoly; t h e  KPRRJC was composed of  l leightg+bor::  l a r g e  
and s m a l l  member o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  and p u b l i s h i n g  a r o s t e r .  
The list, however, was greeted w i t h  h o b t s  of d e r i s i o n .  
The names of some of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were wrongly g i v e n  
( imply ing  t h a t  t h e  Chungshan crowd d i d n ' t  even  know enough 
a b o u t  these g roups  t o  ge t  t h e i r  h a n d l e s  s t r a i g h t ) ;  one 
o u t f i t  l i s t e d  a s  a member o r g a n i z a t i o n  was a "Combat Corps" 
made up o f  a g rand  t o t a l  of s e v e n  p e o p l e ;  and t h e  l e a d e r s  
of many of t h e  e i g h t y - f o u r  u n i t s  had no knowledge t h a t  
t h e y  were KPRRJC members-in s h o r t ,  t h e  r o s t e r  was padded. 
A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  Red F t l a g i s t s  and t h e i r  a l l i e s  gave t h e  show 
away t h e m s e l v e s  by announcing  t h a t  t h e  e i g h t y - f o u r  units 
"e i ther  have  d i r e c t l y  appl ied  f o r  membership o r  were rec- 
ommended by member u n i t s  a f t e r  th'e 22 J a n u a r y  power - se i zu re , "  
and t h a t  t h o s e  "recommendedt1 u n i t s  " w i l l  be deemed t o  have 
a g r e e d  t o  j o i n  t h e  KPRRJC" u n l e s s  a demurral  was made w i t h i n  
twen ty - fou r  h o u r s .  T h i s  gambit b a c k f i r e d ,  as  several  of 
t h e  major  i n v i t e e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Canton  Workers '  S c a r l e t  
Guards)  d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  n o t i c e  u n t i l  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  
d e a d l i n e  had e x p i r e d  and,  t h u s ,  condemned t h e  whole b u s i -  
n e s s  as a put-up j o b  (which it was) .  The Red F l a g i s t s '  
s econd  s t ab  a t  a t t a i n i n g  g e n e r a l  l e g i t i m a c y - t h i s  t i m e  
w i t h  a r o s t e r  of f o r t y - s e v e n  units-was a l s o  a f i a s c o .  

l lpowep-se izure t f  phenomenon, i t  is h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  no 
g roup  v o l u n t a r i l y  r e l i n q u i s h e s  its a u t h o r i t y .  A s  i f  t o  
p r o v e  t h e  Chai rman ' s  p r e s c i e n c e ,  t h e  compet ing  Red Guard/ 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel f o r c e s  were s o o n  a t  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  t h r o a t s ,  
w i t h  each  g r o u p  o r  a l l i a n c e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  by 
f o r c e  t h a t  it a l o n e  was t r u l y  m i l i t a n t .  The " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
masses" has  r e a c h e d  a s t a t e  of  c r i t i c a l i t y .  

An e a r l y  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  Mao r e a l i z e d  t h e  "power- 
s e i z u r e "  movement w a s  a b u s t  was p r o v i d e d  by a 19 J a n u a r y  
C e n t r a l  Committee announcement t h a t  "bad p e o p l e  a r e  i n c i t i n g  
t h e  p i l l a g e  of warehouses"  and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  PLA "must 
be  d i s p a t c h e d  immedia te ly  t o  exercise m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  
o v e r  a l l  i m p o r t a n t  g r a n a r i e s ,  warehouses ,  p r i s o n s ,  and 
o t h e r  u n i t s  which  must be p r o t e c t e d  and watched . . . I 1  The 

If  any of Mao's bromides a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  
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o r d e r  warned t h a t  any v i o l a t i o n s  would be " s e v e r e l y  pun- 
ished.*f* On t h e  2 1 s t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P e k i n g  w a l l - p o s t e r s ,  
Mao informed L i n  P i a o  t h a t  t h e  PLA m u s t  be o r d e r e d  i n ,  
a s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p o l i c y  of n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n  had been  a ' 

f a i l u r e .  Chou E n - l a i  a f f i r m e d  t h a t  PLA i n t e r v e n t i o n  was 
r e q u i r e d ,  and a d m i t t e d  t h a t  " s u f f i c i e n t  p r e p a r a t i o n s  had 

c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  f a c t o r i e s "  -- i n  other words,  
t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels had f a i l e d ,  a s  had t h e  Red Guards  .I 

before them. ** 

n o t  been made when i t  was dec ided  t o  l a u n c h  t h e  g r e a t  ' I  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  on 23 J a n u a r y ,  Pek ing  announced t h a t  
t h e  PLA -- "the most v i t a l  i n s t r u m e n t  of  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  
of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t "  -- m u s t  h e n c e f o r t h  " s a t i s f y  t h e  demands 
of a l l  t r u e  r e v o l u t i o n a r t e s  for  support  and a s s i s t a n c e . "  
I n t e r  a% the o r d e r  s t a t e d :  

1. A l l  p a s t  d i r e c t i v e s  c o n c e r n i n g  PLA noni 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t he  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  ... a r e  
n u l l  and v o i d ;  

2 .  A c t i v e  s u p p o r t  must be r e n d e r e d  t o  t he  broad  
masses  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t i s t s  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  
t o  seize power. Where t r u e  p r o l e t a r i a n  L e f t i s t s  
a s k  fo r  h e l p ,  t h e  PLA s h o u l d  send t r o o p s  t o  pro-  
v i d e  them w i t h  p o s i t i v e  s u p p o r t ;  

' 3. C o u n t e r r e u o l u t l o n a r i e s  and c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  who oppose  t he  p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Leftists must be r e s o l u t e l y  sup-  
p r e s s e d .  Should t h e y  r e s o r t  t o  f o r c e ,  t h e  PLA 
s h o u l d  str ike back w i t h  f o r c e ;  

J k O n e F e f e Y F f i e r ,  NCNA had announced t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
of a new g roup  t o  direct  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  
.PLA. T h i s  group was t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  both t b - t h e  MAC 
and t o  the C e n t r a l  CRG; t h e  u b i g u i t o u s  Madame Mao was 
a p p o i n t e d  its " a d v i s o r .  '' 
**As Wpang Li complained on 2 F e b r u a r y ,  "After  t h e  "power- 
se izure ,"  a l l  t h a t  remained were some empty off ices  and 
chops. '' 
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4. The entire country should receieve a pene- 
trating education concerning the struggle between 
the proletarian revolutionary line represented 
by Chairman Mao and the bourgeois reactionary 
line represeaaed by Liu Shao-chi and Tegg Hsiao-ping.* 

5 .  This directive must be transmitted in full 
to every fighter of the PLA. 

Although ostensibly directed against opponents 
of the cultural revolution, the real reason behind the 
23 Januany directive was the need to restore order and 
end the increasingly severe conflicts between rival Red 
Guard and Revolutionary Rebel organizations, and many of 
these organizations bdre the brunt of the PLA crackdown. 
In Kwangtung, for example, Huang Yung-sheng was quick to 
dissolve the KPRRJC, issue a cease-and-desist order to 
the Changshan Red Flagists and their cohorts, and impose 
military control over Party, governmental, and industreal 
departments at all levels. On the 26th, Peopls's Daily 
commented favorably on the suppression of a "counter- 
revolutionary" veterans organization in Harbin, and on 
or about that date, ChoucEn-lai denounced six other 
Rebel groups in identical terms. (Chen Po-ta stated 
that Chou's denunciation "represented the views of Chair- 
man Mao.") Similar reports of PLA intervention were noted 
throughout China, with particular attention given in some 
areas to military takeovers of the public security ap- 
paratug. 

posed to be employed in determin$ng which mass organi- 
zations were to be supported and which were to be sup- 
prs$sGd. Chou had identified a few groups (and also 
issued a blanket condemnation of all "national counter- 
revolutionary organizations"), but it appears that local 
PLA commanders were given considerable latitude in this 
regard, and that their decisions were almost certainly 
influenced by the attitudes which the Red Guards and 

It is not known what (if any) criteria were sup- 

*This is believed to be the first public denunciation 
of Liu and Teng in an official source. 
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R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels had d i s p l a y e d  a l r e a d y  toward t h e  
m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  I : (S inkiang  and T i b e t  a r e  c a s e s  i n  
p o i n t  1. 

I n d e e d ,  it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  see what c r i t e r i o n  
c o u l d  be used  by t h e  PLA a s i d e  f rom d e t e r m i n i n g  which 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t h e  m o s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  v i o l e n c e  
and l e a s t  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  i n j u n c t i o n s  t o  knock it o f f .  
U n f o r i u n a t e l y  f o r  some m i l i t a r y  commanders, a l t h o u g h  
i t  was to  be e x p e c t e d ,  much of t h e  v i o l e n c e  was perpe- 
t r a t e d  o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  more m i l i t a n t  
Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  g roups .  When a number 
of these g r o u p s ,  s u p p r e s s e d  by t h e  PLA as a resuzi; of t h e  
23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e ,  were l a t e r  r e s t o r e d  t o  f a v o r  by 
Mao and t h e ; C e n t r a l  CRG, t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  m i l i t a r y  com- 
manders  had t o " p a y  f o r  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  " e r r o r s . "  I n  p o i n t  
of f a c t ,  however ,  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of " r B b o l u t i o n a r y "  
o r  " c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  ( g i v e n  t h e  command t o  r e s t o r e  
o r d e r )  was i m p o s s i b l e  e x c e p t  on p r a g m a t i c  g rounds ,  in -  
asmuch a s  e v e r y  Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel organ-  
i z a t i o n  i d e n t i f i e d  i t se l f  w i t h  t h e  Maois t  cause .  Thelne 
is good e v i d e n c e  t h a t  even  t h e  Chairman and h i s  i n n e r  
c i rc le  d i d  n o t  know ivhich g roup  or g r o u p s  t o  s u p p o r t  i n  
some a r e a s ,  f o r  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG r e v e r s e d  its e a r l i e r  
d e c i s i o n s  i n  a number of c a s e s .  

I ,  " 
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ng and o f t e n  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  p p  shlfti 
Party  and PLA f i g u r e s  would be removed to  e x p l a i n  away 
each r e v e r s a l ;  Mao and t h e  Madame remained i n f a l l i b l e .  

9 
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V I I .  MODERATION, LEFTIST RESURGENCE, AND FURTHER CALLS 
FOR ORDER (SPRING 1967) 

"Though Chairman Mae's l i n e  is i n  a b s o l u t e  
c o n t r o l  here, t h e  g e n e r a l  s i t u a t i o n  is st i l l  
chang ing  c o n s t a n t l y  . '' 
--A Shangha i  r e s i d e n t ,  7 Apr i l  1967 

A. Leash ing  t h e  L e f t i s t s  - 
''My l i f e  h a s  been  v e r y  d u l l  s i n c e  I r e t u r n e d  
from r e  vo l u  t i onar y 1 i a i s o n .  " 

i 

--A F u k i e n e s e  Rdd Guard,  11 A p r i l  1967 

By t h e  end of J a n u a r y  1967,  t h e  Shangha i  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Rebels were q u i e t l y  dropped  b y  Mao i n  f a v o r  of a new 1 

exemplar-namely , t h e  "Red Rebels" of H e i l u n g k i a n g  who 
had e f f e c t e d  a "power-seizure"  on t h e  31st and e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h e  i n i t i a l  P r o v i n c i a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committee (PRC). 
The day  b e f o r e ,  Pek ing  Radio broadcast a major  Red F l a  
e d i t o r i a l  demanding t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of " t h r e e - w a y d e s  
of R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s ,  m i l i t a r y ,  anQ " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
l e a d i n g  c a d r e s "  i n  p r o v i s i o n a l  o r g a n s  of power a t  a l l  
l e v e l s .  The e d i t o r i a l  r e a f f i r m e d ' e a r l i e r  p r o m i s e s  t h a t  

*On t h e  31st, a t  a H a r b i n  mass r a l l y ,  t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  
PRC promulga ted  its "Notice N o .  1." The  Notice p r o c l a i m  
t h a t  " a l l  powerlW now r e s i d e d  w i t h  t h e  PRC, t h a t  the PRC 
would s u p p o r t  a l l  "genu ine  Red Rebe le , "  t h a t  cadres s h o u l d  . 
" s t i c k  t o  the i r  p o s t s  . . . so a s  t o  win  v i c t o r y  i n  boi;h 
p r o d u c t i o n  and r e v o l u t i o n , 1 t  and t h a t  those  who v i o l a t e  
t h e  law " w i l l  be pun i shed  immedia te ly ."  The Notice a l s o  
ou t l awed  f i v e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  H e i l u n g k i a n g  ( three 
" c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  It two " r o y a l i s t " )  and c a l l e d  fo r  
t h e  " s e v e r e  punishment" o f  t h e  r i n g l e a d e r s  b u t  l e n i e n c y  I 

toward  t h e  flhoodwinked" rank-and-f i l e .  
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cadres would be f o r g i v e n  t h e i r  p a s t  errors i f  t h e y  were 
t r u l y  r e p e n t a n t ,  u r g e d  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e b e l s  t o  
s u p p r e s s  t h e  "desire t o  o v e r t h r o w  e v e r y t h i n g , "  and o r d e r e d  
them t o  j o i n  w i t h  and g i v e  t h e  l e a d i n g  roles  t o  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  cadres,  inasmuch a s  these c a d r e s  "have a c q u i r e d  
c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r icher  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  s t r u g g l e ,  a r e  more 
m a t u r e  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and possess greater o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
s t r e n g t h . "  The  Rebels, t o u t e d  a s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
vanguard  o n l y  a f e w  weeks ea r l i e r ,  were now ordered t o  
t h e  back of t h e  bus.  

On 9 February,  t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  PRC announced its 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s e t - u p .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  PRC was a somewhat 
s t r e a m l i n e d  amalgamation of t h e  o ld  Pa r ty  and gove rnmen ta l  
a p p a r a t u s ,  w i t h  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  P a r t y  cadres  (such a s  
Pan Fu-sheng) and PLA of f icers  ( s u c h  a s  Wang C h i a - t a o ,  
Commander of t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t )  h o l d i n g  
down t h e  top s l o t s .  Lower-ranking r e v o l u t i o n a r y  cadoes 
were t o  be k e p t  o n ,  as were those who had committed minor  
errors b u t  had a l r e a d y  made amends or d i s p l a y e d  a desire 
t o  make amends. C a d r e s  who had committed s e r i o u s  mis t akes  
b u t  were w i l l i n g  t o  change  t h e i r  ways were t o  be a l l o w e d  
t o  work unde r  s u p e r v i s i o n ;  i n c o r r i g i b l e s  would be s u p p r e s s e d .  

On t h e  same day ,  P e k i n g  came o u t  w i t h  a s t a t e m e n t  
on t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  "power-se izure ."  The  a c t i o n s  of 
H e i l u n g k i a n g ' s  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels were h i g h l y  p r a i s e d ,  
as was t h e  r o l e  of t h e  H e i l u n g k i a n g  M i l i t a r y  District 
i n  " s u p p o r t i n g "  t h e  Rebels in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e .  Espec ia l  kudos,  however,  were 
r e s e r v e d  f o r  Pan  Fu-sheng,  who (together w i t h  Wang C h i a -  
tao)  was s a i d  t o  have c o n t a c t e d  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels 
on  h i s  own i n  order t o  " l e a r n "  from them. T h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  
so impressed t h e  Rebels t h a t  t h e y  i n  t u r n  " i n v i t e d "  both 
Pan and Wang t o  j o i n  t h e  PRC (as  Chairman and Vice-chairman,  
r e s p e c t i v e l y ) .  Thus ,  each e l e m e n t  of t h e  model "three- 
way a l l i a n c e "  had acted i n  exemplary f a s h i o n ,  and t h e i r  
c o u n t e r p a r t s  t h r o u g i o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  were u rged  t o  a c t  
i n  t h e  same manner.  

d i r e c t i v e  wh ich  s t a t e d  t h a t  "power-seizure"  committees must  
be  based on "three-way a l l i a n c e s , "  and t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Committee must approve  e v e r y  "power-se izure"  before i t  is 
announced i n  t h e  l oca l  press. The f o l l o w i n g  month (16 March),  
Wang L i  announced,  "Power - se i zu res  m u s t  p a s s  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  
of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG and be approved  by Chairman Mao. Only 
t h e n  are t h e y  in order ."  

* T h i s  was r e i t e r a t e d  i n  a 19 F e b r u a r y  C e n t r a l  Committee 
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If t h e  new model was t o  be f o l l o w e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  
other p r o v i n c e s ,  a basic r e q u i r e m e n t  was t o  end t h e  l oca l /  
non- loca l  h o s t i l i t i e s  t h a t  had e r u p t e d  i n  many areas  d u e  
t o  t h e  f r a c t i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  of l i a i s i n g  Reid Guards and 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels. Accord ingly ,  a 3 F e b r u a r y  C e n t r a l  
C o m m i t t e e  d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r e d  a l l  Red Guards  engaged i n  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l o n g  marches" t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  s c h o o l s ,  
n o t i f i e d  t h o s e  non-Pekingese c o n t i n g e n t s  still  i n  t h e  
c a p i t a l  t h a t  n o  free meals would be p r o v i d e d  a f t e r  7 F e b r u a r y ,  
and a u t h o r i z e d  free t r a v e l  by t r a i n  or boat u n t i l  t h e  1 8 t h  
t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  r e t u r n  of " long  marchers"  more t h a n  three 
hundred miles away from t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  On 21 Februa ry ,  
a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i v e  expanded t h e  r e c a l l  o r d e r  t o  i n c l u d e  
everyone  engaged  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  except, and i t  
was a n  i m p o r t a n t  e x c e p t i o n ,  " t h o s e  g r a n t e d  s p e c i a l  per- 
m i s s i o n  by t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee"--i.e., t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 
F i n a l l y ,  Mao announced ( 7  March) t h a t ,  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  home, 
t h e  Red Guards  would have t o  " r e c t i f y  the i r  t h i n k i n g ,  work- 
s t y l e ,  and o r g a n i z a t i o n , "  and t h a t  t h e  PLA would d i rec t  
t h e  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  and a s s i s t  i n  r e o p e n i n g  c lasses  i n  
" u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  middle  s c h o o l s ,  and t h e  h i g h e r  g r a d e s  of 
pr imary  schools. I' 

R e f e r e n c e s  t o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  and l o n g  marches 
f e l l  off markedly  d u r i n g  Febru- 

' a r y ,  s u g g e s t i n g  both c o n s l a i r a b l e  o b e d i e n c e  by t h e  Red 
Guards t o  P e k i n g ' s  d i r e c t i v e s  and en fo rcemen t  of t h e s e  
d i r e c t i v e s  by t h e  PLA. L i a i s i n g  g r o u p s  were no ted  a t  
v a r i o u s  places around t h e  c o u n t r y ,  b u t  most of t h e m  were 
d i s c u s s i n g  a r r angemen t s  for r e t u r n i n g  home or t o  s c h o o l .  
On t h e  1 2 t h ,  for  example,  T s i n g h u a ' s  Chingkangshan o r d e r e d  
a l l  Chingkangshan members--"including t h o s e  of t h e  l i a i s o n  
s t a t i o n s ,  those who have gone t o  f a c t o r i e s ,  and t h o s e  who 
have gone t o  t h e  count rys ide"- - to  r e t u r n  t o  school  w i t h i n  
f i f t e e n  d a y s ,  a d d i n g  t h a t  any u s e  of t h e  t i t l e  "Chingkang- 
s h a n  L i a i s o n  S t a t i o n "  by "any u n i t "  would be i n v a l i d  a s  
of t h e  2 7 t h .  On t h e  2 8 t h ,  t h e  "Red Rebel Corps"  of t h e  
Harb in  M i l i t a r y  E n g i n e e r i n g  I n s t i t u t e  announced t h a t  i t  
was d i s b a n d i n g  i ts  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n  i n  Shangha i ,  t h a t  a l l  
"proper ty"  of t h e  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n  would be t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  
t h e  Munic ipa l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committee,  and t h a t  any  member 
who had n o t  r e t u r n e d  t o  Harbin  by 5 March would "automati-  
c a l l y  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  have wi thdrawn from t h e  Corps."  
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I n  e a r l y  March, Red Guards from Pek ing  wpBre n o t e d  p u l l i n g  
o u t  of Lhasa and c l o s i n g  t h e i r  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n s ,  and  an  
a d d i t i o n a l  t w e l v e  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n s  were d i s s o l v e d  i n  
Shanghai .  

One major e x p l a n a t i o n  fo r  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  adherence  
t o  t h e  3 and 21 F e b r u a r y  d i r e c t i v e s  was p r o b a b l y  t h e  termi- 
n a t i o n  of Red Guard emoluments (free room and b o a r d ,  free 
t r a v e l .  and Rocket  money) f o r  a l l  g r o u p s  except t h e  select  
few t h a t  c o n i i n u e d  t o  l i a i s e  u n d e r - a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of t h e  
C e n t r a l  CRG. I . .  

*Of c o u r s e ,  a n o t h e r  prime m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  a Red Guard t o  
h u s t l e  back t o  school 
be expelled i f  he  d i d  
d i s m a l  prospect of be 

c o u l d  have been  t h e  f e a r  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  
n o t  obey and ,  as a r e s u l t ,  face t h e  

i n g  a s s i g n e d  t o  f a c t o r y  or farm work. 
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W i t h  t h e  largesse now a t  a n  e n d ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
fo r  t h e  Red Guards  other  t h a n  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e i r  l i a i s o n .  . 
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  appea red  t h a t ,  once  t h e  y o u t h s  were back  
i n  school and unde rgo ing  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n , "  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  
was t o  p r e v e n t  a r e c u r r e n c e  of s u c h  widespread and d i s -  
r e u p t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  had t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  recent months.  
On 19 March, a C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  d i r e c t i v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  announced p l a n  t o  permit  t h e  g e n e r a l  resump- 
t i o n  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  " d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  coming 
s p r i n g "  was c a n c e l l e d ,  a f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  o n l y  a 
se lect  number of o r g a n i z e d ,  r e s p o n s i v e  Red Guard and Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would be p e r m i t t e d  t o  engage  
i n  s u c h  a c t i v i t y .  Thus,  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  ban on  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  w i t h  t h e  PLA knocking  heads  together i n  
t h e  schools ,  and  w i t h  t h e  l i d  clamped down o n  t h e  c a s h  box, 
t h e  young m i l i t a n t s  now found themse lves  o n  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  
end. 

As no ted  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  
d i r e c t i v e  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  PLA t o  u s e  force i f  opposed by 
" c o u n t e r r e v 6 l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s , "  y e t  c o n t a i n e d  no 
e x p l i c i t  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t o  u s e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  
w h i c h  g r o u p s  f e l l  i n t o  t h a t  c a t e g o r y .  Accord ing ly ,  t h e  
PLA t e n d e d  t o  c rack  down on  t h e  most m i l i t a n t  groups-- 
namely, those embroiled i n  "power-se izures ,"  c o u n t e r - ' .  
t a k e o v e r s ,  a n d ,  in g e n e r a l ,  those  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  d i s r u p t  
s o c i e t y  and i g n o r i n g  o r d e r s  t o  cease f i g h t i n g  and r e t u r n  
t o  school. Thus ,  among t h e  many Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
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t h a t  were ou t l awed  by p r o v i n c i a l  and r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  
commanders d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  were a number of groups . 
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  T h i r d  H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  I n n e r  Mongolia,  
T g i n g h a i  ' 8 lf 18 A u g u s t ,  '' and t h e  Lhasa R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  ' L  

H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  T i b e t )  t h a t  had p o w e r f u l  Red Guard a l l i e s  
i n  Pek ing .  

F o r  example ,  t h e  Lhasa  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel Head- 
q u a r t e r s  (LRH) ,  e e t a b l i s h e d  i n  December 1966, was a p a r t i c  
u l a r  t a rge t  of t h e  PLA crackdown i n  T i b e t .  On 22 Janua ry , ,  
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels had s e i z e d  t h e  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  S t a f f  
Off ice  and t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  O f f i c e  of t h e  Regional P e o p l e ' s '  
C o m m i t t e e ,  O t h e r  t a k e o v e r s  were r e p o r t e d  i n  Lhasa and 
e l s e w h e r e  i n  T i b e t  i n  s u c c e e d i n g  d a y s ,  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  t h r e  
of them r e s u l t i n g  i n  a number of d e a t h s  or i n j u r i e s ,  The 
R e g i o n a l  P a r t y ' s  Con t ro l  Commission was s e i z e d  on t h e  
2 5 t h ,  f o l l o w e d  by a s t a t e m e n t  p r o p o s i n g t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f ' a  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o n g r e s s , "  P a r i s  Commune-style, t o  t a k e  
o v e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  power. By t h e  first week i n  F e b r u a r y ,  
LRH announced t h a t ,  together  w i t h  t h e  P e k i n g  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Rebel H e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  T i b e t  ( i n c l u d i n g  Red F l a g i s t s  f rom 
t h e  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ) ,  i t  was i n  control  of t h e  T i b e t  
D a i l y ,  t h r e e  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s ,  and t h e  NCNA b ranch  o m  
i n a s a .  

I n i t i a l l y ,  Chang Kuo-hua, Commander of  t h e  T i b e t  
M i l i t a r y  Region, a p p e a r s  to  have  m a i n t a i n e d  an  e q u i v o c a l  
a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  v a r i o u s  Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Rebe l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  R e p o r t e d l y ,  Chang o r i g i n a l l y  gave 
t h e  nod t o  t h e  "Lhasa Combat G e n e r a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  
Defend t h e  Thought  of Mao Tse- tung ,"  know from F e b r u a r y  
on as  t h e  Great A l l i a n c e  Genera l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  (GAH). 
A f t e r  t h e  p r o m u l g a t i o n  of t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e ,  how- 
ever, Chang o p t e d  f o r  t h e  LRH, o n l y  t o  wi thd raw h i s  
s u p p o r t  on 28 J a n u a r y ,  a p p a r e n t l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  LRH r e f u s e d  ' 
t o  ac t  i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  GAH and ,  moreover, k e p t  t r y i n g  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t i es  w i t h  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  g r o u p s  i n  organi- 
za t ions  of t h e  M i l i t a r y  Region i t s e l f .  

I n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Lhasa worsened  
c o n s i d e r a b l y .  On t h e  4 t h ,  t h e  " T i b e t  Autonomous Region 
C u l t u r a l  R e v o l u t i o n  Directorate P r e p a r a t o r y  Committee" 
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announced t h a t  i t  had "seized power" from t h e  R e g i o n a l  
P a r t y  C o m m i t t e e  and t h e  " c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e v i s i o n i s t  
Chang Kuo-hua ,'I The "power-se izure"  was u n s u c c e s s f u l  , 

- 

I Th e LRH h ad been  r o u n d l y  

B.' T h e  "Adverse C u r r e n t  of C o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  R e s t o r a t i o n ' '  

However, i t  soon  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t ,  i n  T i b e t  and 
elsewhere, t h e  PLA, from Mao's p o i n t  of view, had carried 
o u t  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  too w e l l .  I n  other  words ,  

- -  



too much order had been  res tored;  too many Red Guards had 
been  muscled a round by t h e  m i l i t a r y ;  too many P a r t y  and 
government o f f i c i a l s  had been  conf i rmed  i n  t h e i r  pos ts  
( c o n v e r s e l y ,  too  few " r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  had seized and 
r e t a i n e d  power). To correct t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  Red Guards 
and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels  were a g a i n  g i v e n  t h e  go-ahead i n  
mid-March. T h i s  t i m e  a round,  t h e  i n i t i a l  t a r g e t  was t h e  
s o - c a l l e d  " a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t . o f  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
r e s t o r a t i o n " - - t i l s o  known a s  t h e  f l F e b r u a r y  b lack  wind'-- 
i . e . ,  t h e  p rac t ice  whereby h igh - rank ing  P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s  
had effected " fa l se  power-seizures 's  i n  a n  a t tempt  t o  s a v e  
t h e  e x i s t i n g  sys t em and pass off incumbent  cadres as 
' l r e h a b i l i t a t e d , t t  e v e n  though many, i f  n o t  most, of them 
had n o t  gone t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  of " r e h a b i l i t a t i o n "  
( b e i n g  " s t r u g g l e d , 1 9  composing abject s e l f - c r i t i c i s m s ,  and 

w i 11 i n g l y  a c c e p t i n g  "super  v i s  i o n f s  by  t h e  "r evo l u  t i o n a r  y masses"). * 
An e a r l y  c l u e  t h a t  t h i n g s  were g o i n g  t o  hea t  u p  

a g a i n  was a speech  by t h e  f a n a t i c a l  Kuai  Ta-fu, r ep roduced  
i n  wal l  posters  s e e n  in P e k i n g  o n  14 March. I n  h i s  speech ,  
Kuai  warned t h a t  "Liu Shao-chi,  Teng Hsiao-p ing ,  and Tao  
Chu are on  t h e  go"--i.e., making t h e i r  move--and t h a t  
"we are i n  a l u l l  before t h e  d e c i s i v e  b a t t l e . "  Admi t t ing  
t h a t  t h e  g o i n g  would be rough  ("be prepared t o  face a f r e s h  
t r i a l " )  and t h a t  there  were "those who s a y  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  
s t o p  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n , "  Kuai  s t a t e d ,  "We must n o t  s t o p  now, 
b u t  rather c l e n c h  o u r  fists f o r  t h e  h e a v i e s t  blowt." 

A more a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n d i c a t i o n  was forthcomihg on  
27 March, w i t h  t h e  p romulga t ion  of t h e  n i n e - p o i n t  C e n t r a l  
Committee d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e  problem of Anhwei P r o v i n c e  
(made app l i cab le  t o  other p r o v i n c e s  o n  1 A p r i l ) .  I n  t h i s  
d e c i s i o n , t h e  Anhwei M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  Command was t a k e n  
t o  t a s k  because  t h e  26 J a n u a r y  "power-seizure" in ' : the  
p r o v i n c e  had b r o u g h t  a b o u t  n e i t h e r  a " p r o l e t a r i a n  r evolu-  
t i o n a r y  a l l i a n c e "  n o r  a "three-way a l l i a n c e . "  R a t h e r ,  

*Po l i tbu ro  member a n d  V i c e  Premier Tan Chen- l in  was 
accused  of b e i n g  t h e  "commander-in-chief of t h e  b o u r g e o i s  
a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t  of c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e s t o r a t i o n "  f o r  
hav ing  carried o u t  a number of "false power--9eizurestV i n  
v a r i o u s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e p a r t m e n t s .  

. .  - .  
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t h e  r e s u l t  had been a M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t - s p o n s o r e d  monopoly 
by  one  g roup  ( t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel G e n e r a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s ) ,  
whose  l e a d e r s  f T s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  L e f t i s t  m a s s e s  and r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  c a d r e s  who h e l d  d i f f e r e n t  v iews ."  Thus ,  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  ordered t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  C o m m i s s i  
t o  " take o v e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  powers i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e , "  
directeid t h e  Commission t o  " r e s o l u t e l y  s u p p o r t  a l l  L e f t i s t  
mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  and "no t  a r b i t r a r i l y  suppor t  o n e  s i d e  
a g a i n s t  t h e  other ,"  anndunced t h a t  "any d e c l a r a t i o n  t h a t ;  

n 

a mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  m u s t  first be 
approved  by t h e  C e n t r a l  [CRG],'O and ordered t h e  "release 
and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n "  of a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c a d r e s  and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels  who had been  a r r e s t e d  f o r  
o p p o s i n g  t h e  26 J a n u a r y  t a k e o v e r ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  r e i n s t a t e -  
ment of s e v e r a l  Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n s '  t h a t  had bean s u p p r e s s e d  some two months e a r l i e r .  
A t  the'same time, a l l  of these o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t o l d  t h a t ,  
"where  there are d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p r i n c i p l e , "  t h e y  m u s t  be 
r e s o l v e d  by p a c i f i c  means: ? 'bea t ing  people ,  smashing  t h i n g s ,  
r o b b i n g ,  r a n s a c k i n g ,  a r r e s t i n g  people ,  and v i o l a n t  s t r u g g l e  
a r e  f o r b i d d e n .  '* 

I n  sum,  t h e  PLA ( t h r o u g h  p r o v i n c i a l  and m u n i c i p a l  
M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  Commissions) was ordered t o  h o l d  t h e  l i n e  
u n t i l  g e n u i n e  "thCee-way a l l i a n c e s "  c o u l d  be r e a l i z e d  and 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Committees e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a s s i s t  t h e  v a r i o u s  
Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel g r o u p s  t o  s e t t l e  t h e i r  
d i s p u t e s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same time e n j o i n e d  from u s i n g  force 
s h o u l d  t h e  compet ing  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  refuse t o  u n i t e .  
As L i n  P i a o  s p e l l e d  i t  o u t  t o  a PLA a u d i e n c e  on 30 March: 

Do n o t  be a f r a i d  of d i sorders .  Such t h i n g s  are 
n o t  i m p o r t a n t .  Only by hav ing  d i so rde r  is i t  
p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  b lack  e l e m e n t s ;  t h u s ,  
disorder is a c t u a l l y  a great v i c t o r y  . . . Many 
have  been murdered and many have commit ted 
s u i c i d e ,  b u t  these still  number l ess  t h a n  those 
who lose t h e i r  l i v e s  i n  n a t u r a l  c a t a s t r o p h e s ,  
e tc .  O u r  v i c t o r y  is therefore  greater  t h a n  
o u r  losses a r e .  Only by t a k i n g  a l l  these 
l o s s e s  c a n  w e  get t h e  best successors, Only 
t h e  good r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  s u r v i v e  . . . - 
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p o i n t  

, . . t h e  PLA should  shoot as  l i t t l e  a s  
possible ,  beat up  p e o p l e  as  l i t t l e  a s  pos- 
s i b l e ,  and a r r e s t  as  few people a s  p o s s i b l e  
, . , Never t a k e  any a c t i o n  on your  own 
i n i t i a t i v e  is a r u l e  t h a t  PLA u n i t s  must 
follow. Only a c t  on o r d e r s  from above.  
I t  is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  g i v e  a d e t a i l e d  
a c c o u n t  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  h ighe r  a u t h o r -  
i t i e s  as soon  as someth ing  happens .  
However, remember t h a t  a l l  p r o v i n c i a l  
P a r t y  committees are r o t t e n  and t h a t  you 
s h o u l d  n o t  l i s t e n  t o  them . . . (emphas is  
added) * 

. ,.. 
_* 

F i n a l l y ,  on 6 A p r i l ,  t h e  MAC i s s u e d  a major t e n -  
d i r e c t i v e ,  p e r s o n a l ' l y  approved  by Mao, which  i n  e f f ec t  

r e n d e r e d  t h e  PLA i n c a p a b l e  of- i n t e r v e n i n g  i n  c o n f l i c t s  
be tween r i v a l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and m a i n t a i n i n g  order .  
Per t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  PLA was f o r b i d d e n  t o q e n  f i r e  on 
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  "be t h e y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  or  c o n t r o l l e d  
by r e a c t i o n a r y  e l e m e n t s , "  and was a l lowed  o x y  t o  c o n d u c t  
" p o l i t i c a l  workll--i.e. a t tempt  t o  p e r s u a d e ,  In a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  Army was i n s t r u c t e d :  n o t  t o  arrest anyone u n l e s s  
a p p r o v a l  had been o b t a i n e d  b e f o r e h a n d ;  n o t  t o  repress any 
" r e a c t i o n a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  w i t h o u t  t h e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG; n o t  t o  t ake  any  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  " t h e  
masses who i n t r u d e d  i n t o  or a s s a u l t e d  m i l i t a r y  o r g a n s  i n  
t h e  paLt ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of w h e t h e r  t h e y  are L e f t i s t s ,  middle-  
of-the-roaders,  or R i g h t i s t s ; "  t o  report t o  and seek t h e  
a d v i c e  of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG and t h e  PLA/CRG "before t a k i n g  
any  i m p o r t a n t  action;': t o  " s k i l l f u l l y  p e r s u a d e  and e d u c a t e  
[ t h e  Red Guards]  r a the r  t h a n  s i m p l y  and c r u d e l y  i s s u e  
orders;" and t o  correct immedia t e ly  any  a c t i o n s  or s t a n d -  
' i ng  orders t h a t  v i o l a t e d  t h e  new d i r e c t i v e .  

*On 7 A p r i l ,  Mao i n s t r u c t e d  t h a t  r e c o r d i n g s  of L i n ' s  
s p e e c h  "should  be b r o a d c a s t  t o  a l l  p e r s o n n e l  of t h e  
C h i n e s e  PLA and t o  t h e  Red Guards t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u n t r y  . . . I1 
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T h r e e  d a y s  ear l ie r ,  Madame Mao had promised t h a t  
some of t h e  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  "mis t aken ly" .  ou t lawed 
d u r i n g  J a n u a r y  and  F e b r u a r y  would be restored t o  good 
s t a n d i n g ,  and t h e  6 Apr i l  MAC d i r e c t i v e  e x p l i c i t l y  con- 
demned Chao Yung-fu, former Deputy Commander of t h e  
T s i n g h a i  P r o v i n c i a l  M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t ,  a s  a c o u n t e r -  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  fo r  h i s  "savage ,  armed s u p p r e s s i o n  of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  Accord ing ly ,  a number 
of g r o u p s  were r e i n s t a t e d ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  LRH, t h e  "18 
August" i n  T s i n g h a i ,  and t h e  I n n e r  Mongolian T h i r d  Head- 
q u a r t e r s .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  o f f i c i a l  media emphasized 
t h e m o e s s i t y  of PLA h u m i l i t y  and p rudence  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  c a u t i o n e d  t h e  Army t o  beware of t r i c k s  
.by t h e  "handful"  who a t t e m p t  t o  e x a g g e r a t e  t h e  d e f e c t s  
of t h e  m i l i t a n t s ,  and i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  a t t a c k ' o n  L i u  Shao- 
c h i ,  t h i s  l a t t e r  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v i d e  a soec i f ic  
enemy a g a i n s t  which t h e  e n t i r e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  c o u l d  
u n i t e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  However, t h e  h a t r e d s  t h a t  had been 
g e n e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  "seize-power" p e r i o d  were too deep- 
s e a t e d  t o  be erased o r  assuaged  i n  most cases ,  and t h e  
PLA had been  r e n d e r e d  i n c a p a b l e  of f i r m l y  c h a n n e l i n g  t h e  
Red Guards and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels i n  t h e  correct d i r e c t i o n  
and a g a i n s t  t h e  correct ta rge ts .  Thus,  t h e  r i v a l  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  f e l l  almost immedia te ly  t o  f i g h t i n g  among 
themse lves ,  and s e v e r a l  of t h e  r e c e n t l y  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t u r n e d  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  t o  s e t t l i n g  a c c o u n t s  
w i t h  those  m i l i t a r y  commanders who had outlawe: t h e i r  u n i t s  
and a r r e s t e d  some of t h e i r  members earlier on .  O the r  Red 
Guards took a d v a n t a g e  of t h e  PLA's impotence  t o  embark on  
a n o t h e r  round of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  d e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d  
i n j u c t i o n s  from Pek ing  t h a t  s u c h  a c t i v i t y  was f o r b i d d e n  
u n l e s s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 

A s  n o t e d  above ,  t h e  f i g h t i n g  t h a t  e r u p t e d  a f t e r  t h e  
p romulga t ion  of t h e  6 A p r i l  d i r e c t i v e  was l a r g e l y  w i t h i n  
the .  r a n k s  of t h e  r e v o l d t i o n a r y  L e f t  i t s e l f ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
between t h e  m i l i t a n t s  and t h e  r e m a i n i n g  "bourgeoisvf  power- 

.*Mindful  of Chao Yung-fu 's  f a t e ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  was 
r e l u c t a n t  t o  f i r m l y  resist t h e s e  a s s a u l t s .  
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h o l d e r s . *  I n  Pek ing ,  f o r  example, f i g h t i n g  s o o n  b r o k e  
o u t  between s e v e r a l  r i v a l  groups, a p p a r e n t l y  o v e r  which 
o n e s  were t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Red Guard movement on t h e  
Pek ing  Munic ipa l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commit tee (MRC) .I According 
t o  wal l  p o s t e r s ,  a large force from t h e  Geological I n s t i t u t e  
"East-is-Red" r a i d e d  Pe i t a  on  11 and 1 2  A p r i l ,  p r o t e s t i n g  
t h e  appo in tmen t  of t h e  venomous Madame Nieh Yuan-tzu t o  
t h e  MRC. The c l a s h  was a p p a r e n t l y  s e v e r e  enough t o  r e q u i r e  
H s i e h  Fu-chih ( M i n i s t e r  of P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  and soon  a p p o i n t e d  
t o  head t h e  P e k i n g  MRC) t o  o r d e r  t r o o p s  from t h e  Pek ing  
g a r r i s o n  t o  e v i c t  t h e  '@East-is-Red" d e m o n s t r a t o r s  from t h e  
Pe i ta  campus. Whekher a c a u s e  or a n  effect  of t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  
no "East-is-Red" leader was named t o  t h e  MRC. a l t h o u g h  t h e  
rest of t h e  "big f ive"- -Avia t ion  I n s t i t u t e ;  Pei ta ,  Ts inghua ,  
and  t h e  Normal College--were a l l  represented' ' '& t h e  MRCf 8 
S t a n d i n g  Committee ( w i t h  Madame N i e h  as a Vice-chairman).  

. .  

The d e v e l o p i n g  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  a c c u r a t e l y  described 
i n  a n  18 A p r i l  e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d  V i g o r o u s l y  Oppose An- 
a rch ism,"  p u b l i s h e d  i n  C a p i t a l  Red Guard, o r g a n  of t h e  
Pek ing  U n i v e r s i t i e s  and C o l l e g e s  Red Guard Congress .  
" A t  t h i s  t i m e , "  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  began,  f fa  r e a c t i o n a r y  a n a r c h i s t  
t r e n d  is s p r e a d i n g  unchecked" w i t h  "no u n i f i e d  w i l l  or i r o n  
d i s c i p l i n e t f  among t h e  Red Guards: f f l h i s  s c h o o l  u n i t e s  w i t h  
o t h e r  schools  t o  a t t a c k  still other schools, or a school 
h a s  s e v e r a l  f a c t i o n s  which  f i g h t  among t h e m s e l v e s ,  or t h i s  
u n i t  a t t a c k s  t h a t  u n i t . "  Four t y p e s  of Red Guards were 
s a i d  t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  " a n a r c h i s t  t r e n d . "  FWst 
were t h e  m i l i t a n t s  who were o n l y  "keen o n  f i g h t i n g  c i v i l  

*The p r i n c i p a l  v i c t im  of t h e  s h i f t  i n  l i n e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  
was H s u  Hs iang-chien ,  a Vice-chairman of t h e  MAC and head 
of t h e  PLA/CRG. W i t h  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  r e s c i n d e d ,  
Hsu became t h e  scapegoat and was r e p l a c e d  a s  head of t h e  
PLA/CRG, w i t h  h i s  d u t i e s  assumed by h i s  two d e p u t i e s ,  
Yang Cheng-wu and Hsiao Hua. Of c o u r s e ,  Madame Mao con- 
t i n u e d  to  "advise"  t h e  group.  

**The r e m a i n d e r  of t h i s  pa rag raph  draws h e a v i l y  on 
OCI-D/CH*s Ch ina  P o l i t i c a l  Monthly,  April-May 1967, 
d a t e d  5 J u n e  1967.  
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wars and b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  each o t h e r ' s  d o w n f a l l ,  t h u s  f o r -  
g e t t i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  s t r u g g l e . "  Next 
came those  who were " i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  and d i s c i p l i n e "  and ag i ta ted  for "independence" 
from and c r e a t e d  " sp l i t s "  i n  t h e  P e k i n g  Red Guard Congres s ,  
knowning f u l l  well  t h a t  t h e  Congres s  was " a l r e a d y  i n  power" 
and t h e  Pek ing  MRC "about  t o  be s e t  up." T h i r d ,  there 
were t h o s e  who " ra ided  u n i t s  unde r  PLA c o n t r o l  and u n i t s  
under  L e f t i s t  c o n t r o l . ' '  F o u r t h ,  there were Red Guards 
i n t e r e s t e d  s o l e l y  i n  r e b e l l i o n  for  its own s a k e .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  encouraged  t h e  Red Guards t o  
emphasize self-cri t icism, s t o p  a t t a c k i n g  t h e i r  fellows, 
heed t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG's c a l l  t h a t  t h e y  c a r r y  o u t  a r e c t i f i -  
c a t i o n  campaign of "three t o  f iye d a y s  d u r a t i o n , t f  and 
remember t h a t  " t h e  s e r i o u s  t a sk 'be fo re  u s  is, first of a l l ,  
t o  d i r ec t  t h e  spearhead of s t r u g g l e  a t  . . . C h i n a ' s  
Khrushchev"--i .e. ,  L i u  Shao-chi .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  however, 
t h e  e d i t o r i a l  ended  n o t  on t h e  cus tomary  upbea t  of "Long 
L i v e  Chairman Mao," b u t  w i t h  t h e  r e s i g n e d  o b s e r v a t i o n  
t h a t  "some comrades f a i l  t o  t a k e  a deep i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s ,  
t h i n k i n g  as t h e y  do t h a t  s u c h  t h i n g s  [condemning L i u ,  Teng, 
e t  a14 are l i k e  ' k i l l i n g  a dead  t i g e r . v t t  

were busy m e e t i n g  w i t h  PLA commanders and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ~ 

of t h e  compet ing  Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  from t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and major c i t ies .  However, 
t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s  proved d i f f i c u l t  to h a n d l e .  They knew 
t h a t  t h e  PLA had been o r d e r e d  t o  l a y  o f f ,  and t h e y  r e f u s e d  
t o  accept and obey i n s t r u c t i o n s  and u n i t e  w i t h  r i v a l ,  b u t  

Also , a t  t h i s  time, C e n t r a l  CRG and other l e a d e r s  

also r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  g r o u p s .  
w i t h  t h e  c a t e r w a u l s  of one o u t f i t  t h a t  he r e to r t ed .  

Kang Sheng was s o  d i s g u s t e r  

"If you d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  w h a t  I ' m  s a y i n g ,  b e a t  it:" T h a t  
s u c h  a power fu l  f i g u r e  a s  Kang c o u l d  be open ly  d e f i e d  by 
t h e  Red Guards--and p r o v i n c i a l  Red Guards  summoned t o  
P e k i n g ,  a t  t h a t - - i n d i c a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  obed ience  was 
no l o n g e r  t o  be g a i n e d  by s imple f i a t .  

o s t e n s i b l y  based on  a t r u e  'sthree-way a l l iance"- -was  
f o r m a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  on  20 A p r i l .  

I t  was amid s u c h  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  t h e  Pek ing  MRC-- 
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C. Mao T r i e s  t o  Have i t  Both Ways 

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  s i t u a t i o n - -  
i n c r e a s i n g  c o n f l i c t s  among " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
s p l i t s  w i t h i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  work s t o p p a g e s ,  and t h e  r e l a -  
t i v e  l a c k  of success i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  PRCs and MRCs (Peking  
was o n l y  t h e  s i x t h ,  w i t h  t w e n t y - t h r e e  y e t  t o  be set  up)-- 
a renewed y e t  modest a t t e m p t  t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e  Red Guards and 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels began i n  e a r l y  May. The C e n t r a l  CRG 
had a l r e a d y  o r d e r e d  t h e  Red Guards t o  u n d e r t a k e  a brief 
p e r i o d  of  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  t r a i n i n g ,  w i t h  a n  assist from t h e  
PLA. On 7 May, Mao o r d e r e d  L i n  P i a o  t o  see t h a t  two weeks 
of s i m i l a r  i n s t r u c t i o n  was g i v e n  t o  Armynunits ,  t h e r e b y  
f u r t h e r  d i m i n i s h i n g  t h e  s ta tus1:of  t h e  PLA i n  t h e  e y e s  of 
t h e  Red Guards ,  f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o u l d  n o t  whip  t h e  young 
m i l i t a n t s  i n t o  shape  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  undergoing  
r e c t i f i c a t i o n  i t s e l f .  

A d d i t i o n a l  d i rect ives  were i s s u e d  o r d e r i n g  Red 
Guards who were l i a i s i n g  w i t h o u t  C e n t r a l  CRG a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
t o  r e t u r n  immedia te ly  t o  t he i r  s c h o o l s ,  b u t  by and l a r g e  
t h e y  were i g n o r e d .  C o n t i n g e n t s  f rom Ts inghua  and Pek ing  
A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  were a i d i n g  t h e  LRH i n  T i b e t ;  non- loca l  
Red Guards f l o c k e d  i n t o  Canton;  r a i l  o u t a g e s  and v i o l e n t  
c l a s h e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  "model p r o v i n c e "  of He i lungk iangf  
e l i t e  u n i t s  from P e k i n g  and e l sewhere- -probably  under  
o r d e r s  f rom t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG--returned t o  Szechwan t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  "26 August East- is-RedV1 and t o  Honan i n  s u p p o r t  
of t h e  7 Februa ry  Commune ( t h e  v i o l e n c e  and d e s t r u c t i o n  
i n  Chengchow a p p e a r s  t o  have been  p a r t i c u l a r l y  severe). 

On 27 May, a P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y  e d i s b r i a l  announced 
t h a t  Mao had pe r sona f i ly  appro= r e c e n t  Pek ing  MRC n o t i c e  
g i v i n g  t h e  PLA " a u t h o r i t y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of 
s t r u g g l e  by c o e r c i o n  o r  f o r c e , "  and stated u n e q u i v o c a l l y  
t h a t  " a l l  d e p a r t m e n t s  conce rned  must comply, and d i s o b e d i -  
e n c e  w i l l  n o t  be  a l lowed.11  On 6 J u n e ,  a j o i n t  o r d e r  from 
. t he  C e n t r a l  Committee,  S t a t e  C o u n c i l ,  C e n t r a l  CRG, and 
t h e  MAC expanded upon t h e  Pek ing  MRC d i r ec t ive  and pro-  
h i b i t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s :  i l l e g a l  arrests and 
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t r i a l s ;  s e i z u r e ,  removal  o r  d e s t r u c t i o n  of o f f i c i a l  
documents.; i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  s t a t e  p r o p e r t y ;  armed 
s t r u g g l e s  and  b e a t i n g s ;  i n t r a -  and i n t e r - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
c o n f l i c t s ;  and i l l e g a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of g roups  o r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  and c o n f i s c a t i o n  of t h e i r  p r o p e r t y .  L o c a l  
PLA g a r r i s o n s  were made r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  en fo rcemen t .  

A l t h o u g h - t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  
v i o l a t o r s  would be d e a l t  w i t h  s e v e r e l y ,  i t  d i d  n o t  
a u t h o r i z e  t h e  PLA t o  open f i r e  on g roups  t h a t  d E e g a r d e d  
t h e  o r d e r ,  n o r  d i d  i t  command t h e  Red Guards and Revolh- 
t i o n a r y  Rebels t o  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  weapons. Wi thout  such 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  t h e  PLA d i d  n o t  have  t h e  f i n a l  " c o n v i n c e r , t f  
and  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  c o n t i n u e d  its f r a t r i c i d a l  war. 

, .?...a. 
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V I I I .  THE LONG HOT SUMMER 

Shangha i  is c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p lace  where t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  a c h i e v e d  t h e  best 
r e su l t s .  If Shangha i  is l i k e  t h i s ,  you 
c a n  imagine  what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is l i k e  i n  
o t h e r  p l a c e s . . ,  God o n l y  knows how many 
people have  been k i l l e d .  T h i s  is r e a l l y  
a world f u l l  of terror! 

--A Shangha i  r e s i d e n t ,  17 J u n e  1967 

I 

A.  The Viole'nc'e C o n t i n u e s  

Al though p r o f e s s i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  6 June  d i r e c t i v e ,  
I n  r e a l i t y  t h e  Red Guards and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels l a r g e l y  
d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e  order. The bitter f a c t i o n a l  d i s p u t e s  and  
v i o l e n t  c o n f l i c t s  I n  many p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  showed 
c l e a r l y  t h a t  few g r o u p s  were w i l l i n g  t o  s t o p  f i g h t i n g  be- 
fore  t hey had a s s e r t e d  t h e i r  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  pr imacy by  
d e f e a t i n g  t h e i r  r i v a l s .  I n  p o i n t  of f a c t ,  however,  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  character" and i d e o l o g i c a l  p u r i t y  by now 
had l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  many of the b loody  c o n f l i c t s  f o u g h t  
d u r i n g  t h e  summer of 1967. To be s u r e ,  Red Guards would 
d e s c r i b e  t h e m s e l v e s  a 8  "genuine  L e f t i s t s "  and t h e i r  op- 
p o n e n t s  as " c o n s e r v a t i v e s "  or l fcounterrevolut ionaries  ,It 
b u t ,  a s  a r e s u l t  of Mao's p r e v i o u s  p o l i c y  r e v e r s a l s ,  of 
t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of c e r t a i n  groups and t h e  f a l l  from 
f a v o r  of others ,  and of t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n f u s i o n  and  b reak -  
down of pub l i c  order,  s u c h  terms had l o s t  much of t h e i r  
meaning and become l i t t l e  more t h a n  ca tch  phrases .  

i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e i r  a v e r r i d i n g  c o n c e r n  was t o  s e c u r e  
fo r  t h e m s e l v e s  a place i n  t h e  new order.  F o r  example,  
one P e k i n g  Red Guard opposed any  move t o  u n i t e  t h e  v a r i o u s  
f a c t i o n s  b e c a u s e ,  a s  h e  p u t  i t ,  ('1 want  t o  be a l e a d e r  
and fear  tha t ' ,  i f  t h e  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e  swallows up my combat 

N o t  a few members of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  made 
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c o r p s ,  I w i l l  lose my p o s i t i o n . ' '  I n  a n o t h e r  c a s e ,  a Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  Rebel i n  Chengtu (Szechwan) was r e s e n t f u l  of 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  group had been a s s i g n e d  a 
f e w  more s l o t s  on t h e  projected PRC t h a n  its opponen t ,  
t h e  l a t t e r  had been awarded t h e  more r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n s :  

Now we're i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  s t age  and wetm 
a r r a n g e d  l i k e  t h i s .  *Wha t  w i l l  w e  d o  when 
i t 's  time t o  a c t u a l l y  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  C o m m i t t e e ?  We'll have no power, 
so w e  must  c r u s h  t h e m  now before i t ' s  too 
l a t e .  

I n  Kwangtung, 1 I 

nu fac t lo t !  because  t h e  l a ' t t e r ' s  membership i n c l u d e d  

- .  
I many of t h e  
were a t  . t h e  bottom of t h  e econ imic  l a d d e r .  

c o n t r a c t / t e m p o r a r y  workers opposed t h e  
F o r  example, 

many s t a t e  f a c t o r y  workers w h o  r e c e i v e d  h i g h e r  pay and 
f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s .  T h u s ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t / t e m p o r a r y  workers 
s o u g h t  t o  'tseize powpr'' i n  order t o  "ga in  better jobs and 

, more mater ia l  b e n e f i t s . "  T h a t  t h i s  was 'leconomism'' was 
i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l .  I 

I wizn zne  YLA unaDie t o  a c t  a e c i s i v e r y  because  
of t h  e c o h s t r a i n t s  of t h e  6 J u n e  d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  Red Guards 
and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  m u r d e r o u s - a c t i -  
v i  t ies . * 

*A good example of t h e  e x t e n ,  of t h e s e  c o n s t r a i n t s  is 
p r o v i d e d  by an  i n c i d e n t  t h a t  took p l a c e  on  1 J u l y  in 
Kanhs ien ,  K i a n g s i  P r o v i n c e .  On t h a t  d a t e ,  some 10,000 
p e o p l e  invaded  t h e  l o c a l  a i r p o r t ,  f o r c i n g  i t  t o  suspend  
o p e r a t i o n s .  However, r a t h e r  t h a n  c r a c k  down on t h e  mob, 
Kanhs ien  o f f i c i a l s  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  do  no th ' i ng ,  even  
i f  t h e y  were " r e v i l e d  and b e a t e n . "  
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The basic problem a p p e a r s  t o  have been Mao's 
r e l u c t a n c e  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  much of t h e  f i g h t i n g  
was t h e  resu l t  of " a n t a g o n i s t i c  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s "  w i t h i n  
t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  i t s e l f .  T r  
i n s t e a d  of o r d e r i n g  t h e  PLA t o  move e f f e c t i v e l y  a g a i n s t  
t h e  t r o u b l e m a k e r s ,  Mao's p o l i c y  t h r o u g h o u t  J u n e  and rn0s.t: 
of J u l y  was (a )  t o  summon r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of h o s t i l e  
f a c t i o n s  t o  P e k i n g  where- - i t  was hoped--they would work 
o u t  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  and (b) t o  d i s p a t c h  d e l e g a t i o n s  of 
C e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  to set t le  d i s p u t e s  and 
promote t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  
among compet ing  Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s ,  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of " t h r e e -  
way a l l i a n c e s f f  of R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels, PLA, and ' 'revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  l e a d i n g  cadres," t h u s  making possible t h e  forma- * , %  

t i o n '  of a new " r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  o r g a n  of power. 

v e r s i t i e s  and colleges, w i t h  t h e  Pek ing  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  
selected t o  i n a u g u r a t e  t h e  back t o  school movement on 3 
J u l y .  However, i n  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  e v e n t ,  t h e  People 's  D a i l y  
of 5 J u l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  " r eopen ing  of t h e  school  does 
n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  school w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  on [academic] 
s t u d i e s ;  i t  means t h a t  i t  w i l l  c o n d u c t  s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m -  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . "  " S t r u g g l e - c k i t i c i s r n "  was t o  be emphas ized  
u n t i l  mid-Ju ly ,  t h e n  " t r ans fo rma t ion1 '  stressed u n t i l  1 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t t e m p t s  were made t o  r e o p e n  t h e  un i -  

Sep tember ,  a t - w h i c h  t i m e  those s t u d e n t s  s t i l l  on  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  would r e t u r n  t o  school and resume t h e i r  
r e g u l a r  s t u d i e s .  A p p a r e n t l y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  were none too 
happy a b o u t  r e t u r n i n g  t o  school ,  f o r  t h e  People ' s  D a i l y  
a c c o u n t  s a i d  t h e y  " c o n s i d e r  t h e  s c h e d u l e  t o  be too t i g h t  
and too r i g i d , "  and a d m i t t e d  t h a t  "many problems st i l l  
r e m a i n  t o  be se t t led  b e c a u s e  there  was n o t  enough time 
and p r e p a r a t i o n s  were i n a d e q u a t e  ..." 

A t  t h e  P e k i n g  G e o l o g i c a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  w h i c h  r eopened  
on 4 J u l y ,  a s i m i l a r  s c h e d u l e  was announced,  w i t h  t h e  
e x c e p t i o n  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  there would  d e v o t e  t h e  l a s t  t e n 5  
d a y s  of August t o  d r a w i n g  up a new c u r r i c u l u m  which  would 
t h e n  be i n t r o d u c e d  o n  a t r i a l  b a s i s  on 1 September .  A S  
of 13 J u l y ,  a t  l eas t  n i n e t e e n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h ighe r  educa-  
t i o n  had r eopened  i n  P e k i n g ,  f i v e  i n  Shangha i ,  s e v e n  i n  
Shan tung ,  and four i n  He i lungk iang .  

. .  

. -  
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i n  br ier ,  t h e  back t o  

B,  The Wuhan I n c i d e n t  and its A f t e r m a t h  

As n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  J u n e  and J u l y  saw g r o u p s  of Cen- 
t r a l  leaders a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r e s o l v e  c o n f l i c t s  between 
h o s t i l e  Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel g r o u p s  i n  v a r i o u s  
p r o v i n c e s ,  One s u c h  cont ingent - -headed  by H s i e h  Fu-chih 
and Wang L i  and i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  Red F l a g i s t s  from t h e  
Pek ing  Av ia t ion  I n s t i t u t e - - v i s i t e d  Yunnan and  Szechwan 
in l a t e  June  and e a r l y  J u l y .  On 26 J u n e ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  
Committee had i s s u e d  a s i x - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e ,  d r a f t e d  by  
Kang Sheng and approved  by Mao and L i n  Piao, wh ich  ordered 
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r i v a l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Yunnan t o  s e t t l e  t h e i r  d i f -  
f e r e n c e s  p e a c e g u l l y ,  cease s t e a l i n g  weapons,  and s t o p  
a t t a c k i n g  t h e  PLA. On 3 J u l y ,  H s i e h  and Wang a d d r e s s e d  
a j o i n t  Kunming r a l l y  of t h e  ma jo r  c o n t e n d i n g  f a c t i o n s  
i n  Yunnan P rov ince - - the  "23 August  Corps'' and t h e  "Yun- 
nan Thought  of Mao Tse- tung  Bombardiers"--and informed 
them t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n ' s  m i s s i o n  was t o  a s s u r e  t h a t  
t h e  Yunnanese g r o u p s  obeyed t h e  26 J u n e  order ( t o  w h i c h  
b o t h  f a c t i o n s  had a s s e n t e d  a few d a y s  e a r l i e r ) .  

I n  mid-Ju ly ,  H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  moved 6 n  t o  Wuhan, 
and i t  was i n  t h e  Hupei  c a p i t a l  t h a t  e v e n t s  t r a n s p i r e d  
which  moved t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  its most l e f t i s t  
s t a g e  t o  d a t e .  IWuhan, an  i m p o r t a n t  i ndus -  

h. 

trial c e n t e r  and' major  hub oh t h e  n o r t h - s o u t h f r a i l  l i n e ,  
I I had been  t h e  s c e n e  of v i o l e n t  

. 

I 

to  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  a re  still o b s c u r e ,  f o r  e x  post  f a c t o  
RedtGuard a c c o u n t s  c o n t r a d i c t  e a c h  other on  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s .  
However, i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  H s i e h ' s  d e l e g a t i o n  f a c e d  a d i f -  
f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  t h a n  had e x i s t e d ,  f o r  example ,  i n  Yunnan. 
In Yunnan, H s i e h  and Wang had labored t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a n  
a l l i a n c e  between two h o s t i l e  massy o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  were 
b o t h  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG t o  be " r e v o l u t i o n a r y . "  
In t h e  Wuhan c a s e ,  t h e  C e n t e r  op ted  f o r  o n e  s i d e  i n  t h e  
f racas  by d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  " M i l l i o n  Heroes" 
--an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  a membership r e p o r t e d l y  i n  t h e  ne igh -  
borhood of 500,000 workers s t u d e n t s ,  and cadres--was a 
" c o n s e r v a t i v e f 1  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  opponen t s - - the  
"Three  S t e e l s "  (main ly  workers) and t h e  "Three N e w s "  
( u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ) - - w e r e  I ' r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s "  who had been  
e r r o n e o u s l y  s u p p r e s s e d  i n  March by  Chen T s a i - t a o ,  head 
of t h e  Wuhan M i l i t a r y  Region .  

The c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and c h a i n  of e v e n t s  l e a d i n g  up 

. .  

. .  
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Chou E n - l a i  was a l r e a d y  i n  Wuhan a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
hammer o u t  a s e t t l e m e n t  when H s i e h ,  Wang, and t h e i r  en- 
t o u r a g e  a r r i v e d  o n  14 J u l y .  Having informed t h e  M i l i t a r y  , 

Region commanders of t h e  C e n t e r ' s  d e c i s i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  
t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  Chou r e t u r n e d  t o  Peking  
t h a t  same d a y ,  l e a v i n g  H s i e h  and Wang t o  see t h a t  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  was carried o u t .  

T h a t  e v e n i n g ,  H s i e h  and Wang v i s i t e d  Hupei Univer- 
s i t y  and a s s u r e d  t h e  Red Guards and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels  
t h a t  t h e y  had t h e  s u p p o r t  of Mao, L i n ,  and the C e n t r a l  
CRG. The n e x t  d a y ,  members of t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  o rgan i -  
z a t i o n s  h o l d i n g  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  i n  honor  of t h e  v i s i t o r s  
were r e p o r t e d l y  ambushed b y  t h e  l l M i l l i o n  Heroes,** l e a v i n g  
e i g h t  p e o p l e  dead  and  a "few dozen" s e r i o u s l y  wounded. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  H s i e h  and Wang c o n t i n u e d  on  the i r  a p p o i n t e d  
r o u n d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a v i s i t  on t h e  1 6 t h  t o  t h e  qfHeroes*l 
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

Even though t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroesq1 had been ad juged  
a " c o n s e r v a t i v e q q  f a c t i o n ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  
n o t  t h e n  c o n s i d e r  i t  t o  be beyond t h e  p a l e .  Wang s t a t e d  
t h e  m o w i n g  day  t h a t  he and H s i e h  had asked t h e  g roup  
t o  s t o p  t h e i r  armed 8 ttacks and "demagogic propaganda" 
and t o  d i s m a n t l e  t h e i r  "de fense  works,11 b u t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  
order t h e  llHeroes" t o  d i s b a n d :  

We t o l d  them t h a t  t h e y  must  n o t  u s e  t h e  work- 
ers and  so ld i e r s  who e n t e r e d  t h e  c i t y  fo r  
armed f i g h t s ,  t h a t  t h e y  must n o t  i n c i t e  t h e  
p e a s a n t s  t o  come t o  t h e  c i t y ,  t h a t  t h e y  must 
n o t  s t o p  vehic1,es  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e y  
must p u l l  down a l l  s e n t r y  pos t s ,  s u r r e n d e r  
or d e s t r o y  t h e i r  weapons,  and  g u a r a n t e e  t h e .  .. 
r i g h t s  of people w h o s e  o p i n i o n s  d i f f e r  from 
t h e i r  own. 

On t h e  1 7 t h ,  H s i e h  and Wang a g a i n  met w i t h  repre- 
s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  "Three Steels,1q and o n e  member of t h e  
C e n t r a l  d e l e g a t i o n  implied t h a t  t h e  l q M i l l i o n  Heroesv1 had 
t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  v i s i t o r s  when he  n o t e d ,  I'No t h r e a t s  of 
b e a t i n g s  can make us l e a v e ,  f o r  we are  n o t  a f r a i d  of 
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b e i n g  I n j u r e d .  If w e  go, you may be placed i n  a p a s s i v e  
p o s i t i o n , "  A t  t h e  same time, H s i e h  t o l d  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
ar ies"  t o  t r y  t o  reach a n  accord w i t h  t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroes" 
on  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  26 June  s i x - p o i n t  d i r e c t i v e  or "agree 
o n  as  many p o i n t s  a s  you can ."  F a l l i n g  t h a t ,  t h e y  were 
u r g e d  t o  i s s u e  a u n i l a t e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  f o r s w e a r i n g  t h e  u s e  
of force.  

Al though both H s i e h  and  Wang took p a i n s  t o  b u t t e r  
up  t h e  Rebels, t h e y  made it clear t h a t  t h e y  were f a i r l y  
d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  good guys  too: 

I t  d o e s n ' t  he1p :your  c a u s e  i f  you c a l l  them 
" M i l l i o n  Band i t s . "  You won ' t  get  anywhere 
by  c u r s i n g  them. You people of H u p e i  have  
gone too f a r  In s c o l d i n g  o the r s . . .  [Do]  n o t  
have a low-grade and v u l g a r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
s t y l e .  After a l l ,  jaou are u n i v e r s i t y  
s t u d e n t s . . .  It 's wrong t o  describe PLA 
so ld ie rs  as  pock-marked [ i . e . ,  ma-p ' i ,  o n e  
of t h e  more e f f e c t i v e  i n s u l t s  I n  C h i n e s e ] .  

And t h e  Rebels '  responses-- '?Blood debts must  be r e p a i d .  .., 
for  t h e  s t r u g g l e  between t h e  t w o  l i n e s  l e a v e s  no room 
f o r  compromise"--must have ange red  t h e  two leaders even  
more. They a d j o u r n e d  t h e  s e s s i o n  a t  2:25 a.m. 

On t h e  1 9 t h ,  t h e  team from Pek ing  met w i t h  l e a d e r s  

The * M i l l i o n  Heroes11 I s  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  a s s e s s i n g  t h i s  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  command made a m i s -  

of t h e  Wuhan M i l i t a r y  Region  and t o l d  them: 

t ake .  - T h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  command s h o u l d  
c o n f e s s  t o  t h e  Red Guards and t h e  r e v o l u -  - 
t i o n a r v  masses  a t  once  and conduc t  s e l f -  
cri t icisms . 

T h a t  d i d  i t .  One of t h e  PLA commanders was r e p o r t e d l y  
so I n f u r i a t e d  a t  t h i s  order t h a t  h e  walked o u t  of t h e  
mee t ing ,  c a l l e d  o u t  h i s  troops and ,  toge ther  w i t h  members 
of t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroes," r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Region  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  i n  protest  a g a i n s t  H s i e h  and 
Wang. 
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T h a t  e v e n i n g ,  t h e  l t M i l l i o n  Heroes," emboldened by  
t h e  a f t e r n o o n  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  and equ ipped  l i k e  a med ieva l  
goon squad  ( k n i v e s ,  s p e a r s ,  s tee l  h e l m e t s ) ,  mounted an- 
o t h e r  protest  i n  f r o n t  o f , t h e  h o s t e l  where t h e  v i s i t i n g  
d e l e g a t i o n  was s t a y i n g .  By t h e  f o l l o w i n g  morning ,  t h e  
h o s t e l  was s u r r o u n d e d  by t h e  lvHeroes,lt r e p o r t e d l y  a c t i n g  
i n  c o n c e r t  w i t h  so ld i e r s  from a loca l  ELA u n i t ,  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  Chen T s a i - t a o  v i s i t e d  t h e  s c e n e  
and a p p a r e n t l y  decided t o  l e t  H s i e h  and Wang g e t  a t a s t e  
of what  i t  was l i k e  t o  be on t h e  r e c e i v i n g  e n d ,  f o r  h e  
, to ld  t h e m ,  "They [ t h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s ]  are beyond our con- 
t r o l .  Dea l  w i t h  them y o u r s e l v e s . "  

H s i e h  and  Wang,*offered t o  meet w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  of t h e  l l M i l l i o n  Heroes" t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  b u t  the 
d e m o n s t r a t o r s  would  n o t  be p u t  off. The v i s i t o r s  were 
t a k e n  o u t  i n t o  t h e  hos te l  g a r d e n  and b e a t e n  up ;  report-  
e d l y ,  H s i e h ' s  s e c r e t a r y  was f a t a l l y  s t a b b e d .  H s i e h  was 
t h e n  unce remonious ly  d e p o s i t e d  i n  h i s  room; Wang L i  was 
removed t o  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Region  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w h e r e  he  
was bounced around i n  t h e  gymnasium fo r  s e v e r a l  hour s  
and t h e n  d e t a i n e d  under  g u a r d .  

As s o o n  as t h e  i n i t i a l  r epor t s  of t h e  i n c i d e n t  
r e a c h e d  P e k i n g ,  t h e  E a s t  China  Sea F l e e t  was p l a c e d  on 
a l e r t ,  s e v e r a l  v e s s e l s  were d i spa tched  up r i v e r ,  and 
Chou En- l a i  r e t u r n e d  t o  Wuhan t o  s e c u r e  t h e  r e l e a s e  of 
H s l e h  and Wang. Chou was s u c c e s s f u l - - r e p o r t e d l y ,  ele- 
ments  of t h e  Communist C h i n e s e  A i r  Force were i n s t r u m e n t a l  
i n  r e s c u i n g  t h e  de t a inees - - and  t h e  b a t t e r e d  d e l e g a t i o n ,  
accompanied b y  t h e  Premier, a r r i v e d  back  i n  P e k i n g  on t h e  
morning of t h e  22nd. 

The M a o i s t s '  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  was 
s w i f t :  Chen T s a i - t a o  was immedia t e ly  ordered t o  Pek ing ,  
accused  before t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, s t r u g g l e d  a t  a mass r a l l y ,  
and bilsted; t h e  revamped Wuhan M i l i t a r y  Region  command 
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i s s u e d  a p u b l i c  self-criticism d i s s o c i a t i n g  i tself  from 
Chen; and  t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroes" was condemned as  "counter.- 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  r e a c t i o n  was extreme. On 
21 J u l y ,  Chen Po-ta and  Kang Sheng were s a i d  t o  have t o l d  
a Red Guard a u d i e n c e  t h a t  armed " c o n s e r v a t i v e s "  were march- 
i n g  from Szechwan and  Hupei to l i n k  u p  w i t h  t h e i r  a l l i e s  
i n  Honan. On t h e  22nd,  t h e  d a y  d H s i e h  and"Wang's "tri- 
umphant" r e t u r n ,  Madame Mao dec la red  t h a t  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  masse8 c a n  u s e  weapons i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e . "  Her s t a t e -  
ment was followed by a series of p r e s s  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  
PLA, c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  an e d i t o r i a l  i n  t h e  1 A u g u s t i i s s u e  
of Red F l a g  wh ich  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  movement t o  "over throw 
a n d x s a i t  ... t h e  h a n d f u l  of t op  p e r s o n s  i n  a u t h o r i t y  
t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  road  i n  t h e  P a r t y  and t h e  army" 
now l t r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  s t r u g g l e . "  

. I? 

F i n a l l y ,  on  9 Augus t ,  L i n  Piao i s s u e d  a major 
d i r e c t i v e  t o  o f f i ce r s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  M i l i t a r y  Reg ions  ' 

and M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t s  who were i n  Pek ing  t o  r e c e i v e  . 
orders i n  t h e  wake of t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t .  Again and  
a g a i n ,  L i n  warned t h e  commanders t h a t  ' * t h e  masses must  
n o t  be suppres sed"  and ordered t h e m ,  "even i f  you t h i n k  
your  ideas are  correct or t h a t  y o u ' r e  c l e v e r , "  t o  "seek 
i n 3 t r u c t i o n s  from and repor t  t o  ... Mao, t h e  C e n t r a l  Com- 
mittee, and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG" before a c t i n g  on  "any matter,  
l a rge  or s m a l l . .  ." I n  effect ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  r e n d e r e d  
t h e  PLA dven more i n c a p a b l e  n o t  o n l y  of m a i n t a i n i n g  
order, b u t  a l s o  of d e f e n d i n g  i t se l f  a g a i n s t  a t t acks  by 
t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses," and L i n  made i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  
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t h a t  those commanders who disobeyed t h i s  l a t e s t  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n  would be d e a l t  w i t h  s e v e r e l y .  

And t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  order9 "Our s t a t e  
machine ,"  he s a i d ,  " h a s  many t h i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  c a p i t a l i s t  
and r e v i s i o n i s t  and its f a l l  c a n ' t  do any harm. L e t  i t  
f a l l . "  

The c a l l  of o v e r t h r o w  t h e  "handful '1  i n  t h e  P a r t y  
and t h e  army, toge ther  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  p l a c e d  upon 
t h e  PLA by L i n ' s  d i r e c t i v e ,  r e d u c e d  China t o  a s t a t e  of 
n e a r  chaos. In S h a n g h a i ,  o n e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  "Party handfu l "  t o  mean t h e  Muni- 
c ipa l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m i t t e e  and "kidnapped and merci- 
l e s s l y  a s s a u l t e d "  s e v e r a l  C o m m i t t e e  members and "PLA 
comrades."-d,-.In Nanning ( K w a n g s i ) ,  r i v a l  Red Guard f a c t i o n s  ,i 

are r e p o r t e d  t o  have p l u n d e r e d  rockets  and o ther  o r d n a n c e  
d e s t i n e d  f o r  N o r t h  Vietnam from a l o c a l  s t o r a g e  d e p o t .  
I n  Chengtu (Szechwan),  t h e  pos t  and t e l ecommunica t ions  
o f f i ce  reported t h a t  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels were u s i n g  
"machine g u n s ,  t a n k s ,  and a r t i l l e r y " - - w h i c h  was credible ,  
i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  many Rebels  were ex - se rv icemen ,  
I n  P e k i n g ,  u l t r a - m i l i t a n t s  moved a g a i n s t  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  
Chen Y i  and other m i n i s t r y  h e a d s ,  and were i n c i t e d  t o  a t -  
tack  s e v e r a l  f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n s . *  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Madame's 
" a t t a c k  by r e a s o n ,  de fend  by force" d i c t u m ,  t h e  M a o i s t s  
were p r o c e e d i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  weapons t o  f a v o r e d  Red Guard 
and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  f a c t i o n s .  By m i d - A u g u s t ,  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  P e k i n g  were g i v e n  weapons: 
A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e  Red F l a g  ("more t h a n  2 , 5 0 0  r i f l e m e n " ) ,  
Ts inghua  Chingkangshan (500 "selected f i g h t e r s " ) ,  and 
t h e  Geological I n s t i t u t e  "East- is-Red.  If O t h e r  groups i n  
Nanchang ( K i a n g s i )  and Foochow (Fuk ien )  r e c e i v e d  C e n t r a l  
C o m m i t t e e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  b e a r  arms. 

*See POLO XXXI, Mao's Red Guard Diplomacy: 1967. 
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The consequences  of s u c h  a move were t o  be e x p e c t e d .  
A s  was t h e  case t h e  precedirng autumn--when t h e  m a j o r i t y  
of Red Guards n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  embark upon t h e  i n i t i a l  
round of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  t o o k  off anyway a f t e r  t h e y  
obse rved  o r  hea rd  of tbe . a d v e n t u r e s  of t h e  e l i t e  groups-- 
t h o s e  Red Guards and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels who were for- 
b i d d e n  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d )  t o  t a k e  u p  arms 
began t o  seize weapons from t h e  PLA. And, of c o u r s e ,  t h e  
PLA was under  strict orders n o t  t o  resist any  i n i t i a t i v e  
of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses" w i t h o u t  c h e c k i n g  w i t h  Peking .  
Thus,  t h e  young f a n a t i c s  p u t  a s ide  t h e i r  c l u b s  and k n i v e s ,  
and  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  p u r s u i t  of t h e i r  v e n d e t t a s  w i t h  more 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  weapons. 

' :. 
C. The S i t u a t i o n  i n  Canton 

B o t h  camps c la im t o  be on  t h e  s i d e  of Cha i r -  
man Mao, b u t  who is t o  t e l l  which  is t r u e  
and w h i c h  is fa l se?  S i n c e  t h e r e  is no 
t h i r d  way t o  follow, I had t o  choose between 
t h e  two. .  . I am r e a l l y  l u c k y  i f  I have 
chosen  c o r r e c t l y ;  i f  I am wrong, t h e n  my 
f u t u r e  w i l l  be .doomed. 

--A Canton  r e f i n e r y  worke r ,  24 August  1967 

By l a t e  J u l y ,  Canton was in a s t a t e  of anarchy .  
The two major a l l i a n c e s  i n  Canton--the E a s t  Wind (com- 
posed of some four t een -odd  f a c t i o n s )  and t h e  Red F l a g  
( a t  l e a s t  twen ty - s ix  member g roups  and  e i g h t  o u t s i d e  
allies)--were n o t h i n g  less  t h a n  two o p p o s i n g  armies ,  
each i n  c o n t r o l  of c e r t a i n  a r e a s  of t h e  c i t y  and its 
e n v i r o n s .  Accord ing  t o  Red Guard and  o t h e r - r e p o r t s ,  
the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of these Red Guard and 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel g r o u p s  was f a i r l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d .  
Each c o n s i s t e d  of f o u r  s e c t i o n s :  P o l i t i c a l  Depar tment ,  
Propaganda Depar tment ,  Combat Depar tment ,  and F i n a n c e  
Department .  

The communica t ions  sys t em of t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
was t i g h t l y  c o n t r o l l e d .  I n  t h e  1 August Combat Corps  
(a  Red F l a g  a f f i l i a t e ) ,  message t r a f f i c  between t h e  
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h e a d q u a r t e r s  and its d i s t r i c t  b r a n c h e s ,  s t r e e t  b r a n c h e s  
and s u b - h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  n e i g h b o r i n g  towns were 
handled  by " s i n g l e  l i n e  c o n t a c t "  between a smal num er 
of selected c o u r i e r s .  E a c h  u n i t  no rma l ly  had o n l y  o n e  

La 

was q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a g i v e n  f a c t i o n  t o  g a i n  informa- 
t i o n  from p r i s o n e r s  or defectors a s  t o  t h e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  
and  t a b l e  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  6f its enemies .  I n t e r p r o v i n c i a l  
communicat ions were a l s o  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e ,  a s  c a n  be s e e n  
from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  first arms s e i z u r e s  i n  J u l y  were 

s p e e c h  of t h e  22nd. 
. r e p o r t e d  i n  Canton o n l y  a few h o u r s  a f t e r  Madame Mao's 

The day  a f t e r  t h e  s p e e c h ,  t h e  biggest  b a t t l e  u p  
t o  t h a t  t i m e  was f o u g h t  i n  Canton.  Although some Red 
Guard6 seem t o  have based t h e i r  h o s t i l i t y  toward other 
f a c t i o n s  on  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n v i c t i o n - - u s u a l l y  e r roneous - - - .  
t h a t  t h e y  were o p p o s i n g  t h e  class enemy, most of t h e  
v i o l e n c e  was o c c a s i o n e d  by t h e  d e s i r e  t o  come o u t  on 
t o p .  I n  Canton ,  almost e v e r y  i n c i d e n t  was t r i g g e r e d  by 
some small i n s u l t  or i n j u r y ,  deve loped  i n t o  a brawl,  and 
f i n a l l y  t u r n e d  i n t o  a f ie rce ,  d i s o r g a n i z e d  b a t t l e  a s  
b o t h  s i d e s  c a l l e d  i n  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s .  

The 23 J u l y ' i n c i d e n t ,  which r e s u l t e d  from a s t ab -  
b i n g  a t  t h e  Chungshan Memorial Auditor ium, is of i n t e r e s t  
because  i t  p r o v i d e s  a c l a s s i c  example of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
Invo lved  i n  t r y i n g  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  a r e a s o n a b l y  a c c u r a t e  
p i c t u r e  of Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel a c t i v i t i e s .  

t n e  i n c i d e n t  r e s u l t e d  i n  
I 

u a r t i e s :  
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Red 

- Red Fla@; 
K i l l e d  Wounded 

Flag 

E a s t  Wind U n e p e a i f i e d  
K i l l e d  Wounded K i l l e d  !'Wounded 
-- 

26 200 

30 

29 

40-50 200-300 

100 1 , 000 

6-7 50 

60 
: .cI 

3 5-10 

, . -  

. .  

. .  

T r a v e l e r :  "About f o r t y  were k i l l e d ,  m o s t l y  Red F l a g i s t s . "  

T r a v e l e r :  "One passe r -by  was k i l l e d . "  , 

T r a v e l e r :  "Twenty corpses were found i n  t h e  basement 
of t h e  a u d i t o r i u m ,  a l o n g  w i t h  enough 
s e v e r e d  e a r s  and n o s e s  t o  f i l l  a b a s i n . "  

T r a v e l e r :  "Twenty-nine c o r p s e s  were found  i n  t h e  

T r a v e l e r :  "Red F l a g  s u f f e r e d  t h e  h e a v i e s t  c a s u a l t i e s ,  

aud 1 t or i u m  . 

and f o u r  PLA s o l d i e r s  d i e d  of t h e i r  wounds." 

As a r e s u l t  of t h e  23 J u l y  c l a s h ,  t r a v e l e r s  reported 
t h a t  a g e n e r a l  a i r  of f o r e b o d i n g  hung o v e r  t h e  c i t y .  
People a v o i d e d  g o i n g  out  a f t e r  d a r k  and began  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
street s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n  s q u a d s .  I t  was feared t h a t  t h e  
Red Flag would s e e k  r ep r i sa l s ,  and t h e  E a s t  Wind made i t  
clear t h a t  its members would u s e  f irearms i n  f u t u r e  en-  
c o u n t e r s .  
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Seizures of weapons by t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  forces i n -  
c r e a s e d  markedly  d u r i n g  August ,  a f a v o r i t e  s o u r c e  of sup-  
p l y  b e i n g  a n a v a l  a r s e n a l  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  of t h e  
c i t y  where m i l i t a r y  s u p p l i e s  d e s t i n e d  fo r  N o r t h  Vietnam 
were s t o r e d .  One r a i d - - t h e  s o - c a l l e d  S a n y u a n l i  Inc iden t - -  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  b l o o d i e s t  b a t t l e  of them a l l  i n  Canton.  
On 19 Augus t ,  t h e  Red F lag  f a c t i o n  had grabbed f i r ea rms  
from t h e  a r s e n a l ;  t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  more t h a n  a dozen  t r u c k  
l o a d s  of Red F l a g i s t s  went  back f o r  more. The E a s t  Wind 
got word of t h i s  and ambushed t h e  t r u c k s  before t h e y  got 
t o  t h e  a r s e n a l .  Many R e d ' F l a g i s t s  were k i l l e d  or t a k e n  
p r i s o n e r ;  of t h e  l a t t e r ,  i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h o s e  found 
t o  be from Chungshan U n i v e r s i t y  were summar i ly  e x e c u t e d .  
E s t i m a t e s  of Red F lag  c a s u a l t i e s  ranged from o n e  hundred 
t o  s i x  hundred  dead .  The Red F l a g i s t s  admi t t ed  t h a t  t h e y  
had l o s t  one  hundred k i l l e d  and s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  w a t e r s  
of t h e  Huahs ien  H o t  S p r i n g s  swimming p o o l  t u r n e d  r e d , "  
p r o b a b l y  g i v i n g  rise t o  t h e  widesp read  rumor t h a t  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  were d r i v e n  i n t o  t h e  p o o l  and t h e n  s h o t  one by 
one.  The i n c i d e n t  is of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  b e c a u s e  i t  
seems t o  have been  o n e  of t h e  r a r e  o n e s  t h a t  was p lanned  
be fo rehand .  

A no tewor thy  a s p e c t  of t h e  weapons s e i z u r e s  i n  Can- 
t o n  was t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s  of t h e  r a i d s  a p p a r e n t l y  v a r i e d ,  
depend ing  upon what  g r o u p  s e i z e d  t h e  arms and  from whom. 
S e v e r a l  reports i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  Red Flag f a c t i o n  was 
ab le  t o  o b t a i n  q u a l i t y  o rdnance  from warehouses  o p e r a t e d  
by t h e  Kwangtung M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  (MD), b u t  o n l y  un- 
serviceable r i f l e s  from t h o s e  r u n  by t h e  Canton M i l i t a r y  
Region (MR). Conver se ly ,  t h e  East  Wind s e c u r e d  good 
weapons from MR d e p o t s ,  b u t  l i t t l e  or n o t h i n g  from t h o s e  
of t h e  MD,* 

*Some r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  ap- 
p a r e n t l y  o b t a i n e d  i n  Yunnan P r o v i n c e ,  where Kunming MR 
d e p o t s  were t h e  "23 August" f a c t i o n ' s  s o u r c e  of s u p p l y ,  
w h i l e  t h e  l lBombardiers" got t h e i r  weapons from Yunnan 
MD warehouses ,  
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T h e r e  is n o t  enough i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s a t i s -  
f a c t o r i l y  e x p l a i n  t h i s  phenomenon, a l t h o u g h  i t  is under-  
s t a n d a b l e  t h a t  Canton  MR commanders a p p e a r e d  t o  f a v o r  t h e  
E a s t  Wind f a c t i o n ,  f o r  t h e y  had been unde r  s e v e r e  Red F l a g  
a t t a c k  s i n c e  e a r l y  i n  t h e  y e a r .  Moreover ,  t h e  t h r e e  s o n s  
o f  Huang Yung-sheng--commander of t h e  MR--were  l e a d e r s  
of t h e  S o l d i e r s  o f  Mao's  P r i n c i p l e s ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  E a s t  
Wind a f f i l i a t e .  

I f  t h e  Kwangtung MD w i l l i n g l y  a s s i s t e d  t h e  Red 
F l a g ,  why it d i d  so is less c e r t a i n ,  One p o s s i b i l i t y  is 
s i m p l y  t h a t  t h e  Red F l a g i s t s  had s y m p a t h i z e r s  among t h e  
s t a f f e r s  a t  MD d e p o t s .  Another is t h a t  Kwangtung MD 
Commander Huang Jung-ha i  b e l i e v e d  Huang Yung-sheng's 
s t a t u s  t o  be p r e c a r i o u s ,  and was a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c u r r y  
f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  M a o i s t s  by a i d i n g  t h e  f a c t i o n  t h a t  was 
s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t e d  by s u c h  p r e s t i g i o u s  g r o u p s  a s  Pek ing  
A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  Ts inghua  Chingkangshan ,  and Madame 
N i e h ' s  N e w  Pe i t a  Commune. T h i s  l a t t e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  may 
e x p l a i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  even  t h o u g h  Huang Jung-ha i  had 
engaged i n  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  had t h e  effect  of u n d e r c u t t i n g  
h i s  s u p e r i o r ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  h e  was n o t  s a c k e d  a f t e r  Huang 
Yung-sheng's c o n f i r m a t i o n  a s  Mao's man i n  Kwangtung; 
t h a t  is, both f a c t i o n s  were still  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be "genu ine  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . "  However, t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  is a weak 
one .  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  Huang Yung-sheng, 
e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  h e  was promoted t o  PLA Chie f  of S t a f f ,  
would n o t  have  removed Huang Jung-ha i  had t h e  l a t t e r  en- 
gaged i n  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  

A t h i r d  p o s s i b i l i t y  is t h a t ,  inasmuch a s  t h e  E a s t  
Wind and t h e  Red F l a g  were b o t h  * ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  f a c t i o n s ,  
Huang Jung-ha1 was c a r r y i n g  o u t  Huang Yung-sheng's o r d e r s ,  
w i t h  both men a t t e m p t i n g  t o  make t h e  best of a d i f f i c u l t  
s i t u a t i o n - - t h a t  is, even  though Huang Yung-sheng had no 
u s e  f o r  t h e  Red F l a g  f a c t i o n ,  he knew t h a t  its a l l i e s  
were close t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. H e  a l s o  knew t h a t  t h e  
Red F l a g i s t s  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  n o t  a c c e p t  h i s  s u p p o r t  i f  
he  o f f e r e d  i t - - t h e y  were a f t e r  h i s  s c a l p - - o r ,  i f  t h e y  d i d ,  
t h a t  would o n l y  s e r v e  t o  i n f u r i a t e  t h e  E a s t  Wind. Thus ,  
Huang o r d e r e d  h i s  MD c o u n t e r p a r t  n o t  t o  resist Red F l a g  
weapons s e i z u r e s ,  t h e r e b y  i n  f a c t  managing t o  s u p p o r t  
b o t h  f a c t i o n s  of t h e  Kwangtung " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  ." 

. .  

. -  
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A f i n a l  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  and t h e  most l i k e l y  of t h e  
f o u r ,  is t h a t  t h e  r e p o r t s ,  p r i m a r i l y  from t r a v e l e r s  and 
Red Guard ma te r i a l s ,  reflected t h e  f a c t i o n a l  b i a s  and 
i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  o r i g i n a t o r s ,  and t h a t  t h e  weapons seiz- 
u r e s  were a c t u a l  s e i z u r e s  and n o t  a c o v e r  d e v i c e  by means 
of w h m c o m m a n d e r s  i n  a f a c t i K r i d d e n  PLA a t t e m p t e d  t o  
f u r t h e r  t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s .  Thus,  t h e  s e i z u r e s  were- n o t  
abet ted b y  MR and MD commands--they were permitted. And 
t h e y  were p e r m i t t e d  because  s u c h  orders a s  L i n  P i a o ' s  - 
a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  9 August d i r e c t i v e  d e n i e d  t h e  PLA t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  s t o p  them. 

.- 

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  s e i z u r e s  both f a c t i o n s  were 
equ ipped  w i t h  a wide v a r i e t y  of weapons,  i n c l u d i n g  m a l l  
arms,  m i n e s ,  g r e n a d e s ,  and machine  g u n s .  S e v e r a l  r e p o r t s  I 

s t a t e  t h a t  armored c a r s r a n d . a r t i l l e r y  were a l s o  used ,  
and i t  is known t h a t  t h e  Red F l a g i s t s  employed g u n b o a t s  ? 

i n  one  a s s a u l t  on t h e  East Wind's  r i v e r i n e  h e a d q u a r t e r s . '  r 

A t  t h e  h e i g h t  of t h e  v i o l e n c e ,  a rumor  swept I 

Canton  t h a t  a l a r g e  number of p r i s o n e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  some 
lepers) had e s c a p e d  from l a b o r  camps t o  t h e  n o r t h  and 
t h a t  t h e y  were r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  robberies and m u r d e r s  
p l a g u i n g  t h e  c i t y .  The rumor  was credible,  inasmuch a s  " 

p r i s o n  s e c u r i t y  may have broken  down W i t h  t h e  c o l l a p s e  
of t h e  p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  a p p a r a t u s .  However, some Canton- 
ese were c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  Red Guards  made u p  t h e  s t o r y  < 

t o  e x p l a i n  away t h e i r  own o u t r a g e s .  I 

I n  any  e v e n t ,  t h e  rumor  won w i d e  a c c e p t a n c e  and 
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a c l d i t i o n a l  v i g i l a n t e  
g r o u p s  by  t h e  t e r r i f i e d  popu lace .  T h e s e  g r o u p s  would 
b a r r i c a d e  t h e i r  s t reets  and a t t a c k  anyone who approached ' (  
a t  n i g h t .  Many i n n o c e n t  p e r s o n s  were k i l l e d .  On o n e  
o c c a s i o n ,  f o r  example, a young man who was apprehended  ' *  

s e n t  f o r  h i s  sister t o  v e r i f y  h i s  i n n o c e n c e .  She was 
u n a b l e  t o  do t h i s  t o  t h e  v i g i l a n t e s '  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  and 
t h e  boy was s t a b b e d  t o  d e a t h  i n  f r o n t  o f  her. I t  was 
common p r a c t i c e  t o  hang t h e  corpses, b e a r i n g  a s i g n  
r e a d i n g  "End of a T h i e f "  or some s i m i l a r  e p i t h e t ,  from 
trees or t e l e p h o n e  poles  t o  s e r v e  a s  a w a r n i n g  t o  o t h e r s .  
R e p o r t e d l y ,  t h e  v i g i l a n t e s  k i l l e d  a s  many p e o p l e  d u r i n g  
August a s  were k i l l e d  I n  a l l  t h e  Red F l a g - E a s t  Wind bat-  , 

tles. 

/ I  
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By t h e  m i d d l e  of the month, i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  
c a r n a g e  had t o  be c o n t a i n e d ,  Accord ing ly ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG ordered r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  two f a c t i o n s  t o  a t t e n d  
a c o n f e r e n c e  i n  Pek ing  and e f fec t  a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  
a l l i a n c e . " *  On 14 and 16 August ,  Chou En- l a i  and Huang 
Yung-sheng met w i t h  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n s ;  on t h e  2 0 t h ,  t h e  
Canton  MR i s s u e d  a self-criticism, s t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  had 
erred i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  Red F lag  i n  J a n u a r y  and  apologiz- 
i n g  f o r  " c e r t a i n  mis takes  made by some mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
unde r  o u r  i n f l u e n c e .  , . 

A t  t h e  same time, e l e m e n t s  of t h e  Hunan-based 
F o r t y - s e v e n t h  Army were t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Canton t o  h e l p  
t h e  l oca l  g a r r i s o n  res tore  order.  However, t h e  t roops ,  
equ ipped  o n l y  w i t h  Mao'.s '!-little red book," were he lp -  
less when c o n f r o n t e d  by t h e  armed Rebels .  The c o n c l u s i o n  
of a cease-fire by t h e  de l ega te s  i n  Pek ing  a l s o  proved 
i n e f f e c t u a l ,  f o r  t h e  number of major and minor  c l a s h e s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e .  I n  t r u t h ,  t h e  "great  p r o l e t a r i a n  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  seemed l i t t l e  more t h a n  a euphemism 
for l u n a t i c ,  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  s l a u g h t e r .  

*Repor t ed ly ,  t h e  mere men t ion  of t h e  phrase evoked 
l a u g h t e r  i n  many Ctlnton households .  
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IX, REPAIRING THE DAMAGE (SEWEMBER 1967-EARLY '1968) 

The l i n e  of d e m a r c a t i o n  between a thorough-  
g o i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and a deserter who s t o p s  
midway c a n  be drawn on t h e  b a s i s  of w h e t h e r  
or n o t  he c l o s e l y  f o l l o w s  t h e  g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  
p l a n  o f . . . C h a l r m a n  Mao. If h e  does not, 
t h e n  he is d i s l o y a l  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  Any 
i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  or e v e n  undermining  of 
Chairman Mao's g r e a t  s t ra teg ic  p l a n  is a 
crime,, a g a i n s t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  

--Shanghai Wen Hui Pao ,  4 September  1967 --- 
You are  n o t  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a l l i a n c e .  I 
t h i n k  i t  is b e c a u s e  you a r e  n o t  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  b u t  a r e  o u t  f o r  y o u r s e l v e s .  

--Madame Mao t o  Anhwei Rebels, 5 September  
1967 

A .  Leash ing  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  

Viewing t h e  n e a r  d i s a s t e r  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  from t h e i r  
o v e r r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t ,  t h e  M a o i s t s  moved 
q u i c k l y  t o  redress t h e  b a l a n c e  according to  t h e  Cha i rman ' s  
" g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n . "  T h i s  ma jo r  pronouncement ,  prob- 
a b l y  d e l i v e r e d  i n  l a t e  Augus t ,  is e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  
a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
s i n c e  September  1967,  for s e v e r a l  of Mao's major c o n c e r n s  
i n  t h e  summer of  1968 were i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  key  p o i n t s  
s e t  down i n  his "p lan"  a y e a r  e a r l i e r .  Accord ing ly ,  t h e  
pronouncement w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  I n  some d e t a i l . *  

*The most d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n t  a v a i l a b l e  was r e c e i v e d  i n  
March 1968;  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  summary is based  on t h a t  t e x t ,  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page  116)  

I 
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After t h e  Oc tobe r  (1966) C e n t r a l  Committee Work 
C o n f e r e n c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  to-  Mao, t h e  "key p o i n t  was criticism 
of t h e  b o u r g e o i s  r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e , "  and ,  " i n  t h i s ,  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and young s t u d e n t s  [Red Guards]  
rose a s  t h e  first t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n . "  However, 
i n  J a n u a r y  1967, h e e d i n g  t h e  c a l l  t o  seize power, " t h e  
Shanghai  w o r k e r s  rose,  workers of t h e  whole  c o u n t r y  rose,  
t h e  p e a s a n t s  a l s o  rose." S i n c e  t h e n :  

The p r o g r e s s  of t h e  movement shows t h a t  - t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  f o r c e  lies w i t h  t h e  w o r k e r s  and 

e a s a n t s ,  a s  s o l d l e r s  are m e r e l y  w o r k e r s  
is----- p e a s a n t s  i n  m i l i t a r y  uni form ... Only 
when t h e  broad masses  of w o r k e r s  and peas-  
a n t s ' " ' r i s e  c a n  t h e y  sweep away what  t h e  
b o u r g e o i s i e  p o s s e s s e s .  The r e v o l u t i o n a r x  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and vounB s t u d e n t s  c a n  o n l y  
t h e n  r e c e d e  t o  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  D o s i t i o n . *  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from page 115) 
An e a r l i e r  s t a t e m e n t  of t h e  t lp lan ' l  a p p e a r e d  i n  a 7 September  
L i b e r a t i o n  Army D a i l y  (LAD) e d i t o r i a l  and was r e p r i n t e d  
by a l l  Pek ing  newspapers .  LAD'S s i x - p o i n t  p r e c i s  of t h e  
"p lan t1  was: "(1) do w e l l  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass cri t icism 
and r e p u d i a t i o n ;  (2) d e v e l o p  and c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  great a l l i a n c e  and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  three-way 

of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ;  (4) l a u n c h  a campaign o f  s u p p o r t i n g  
t h e  army and c h e r i s h i n g  t h e  p e o p l e ;  ( 5 )  g r a s p  r e v o l u t i o n  
and s t i m u l a t e  p r o d u c t i o n ;  and (6) m a i n t a i n  h i g h  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  v i g i l a n c e  and s t r i c t l y  gua rd  a g a i n s t  s a b o t a g e  by  
t h e  c l a s s  enemy a t  home and ab road . "  

a l l i a n c e ;  (3) c o n s o l i d a t e  and s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  . A  1 

*Ma0 went  on  t o  n o t e  a l 'comparablel '  i n s t a n c e  of  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l  c r e a t i v i t y  and s u b s e q u e n t  worke r -peasan t  pr imacy:  

The d e m o c r a t i c  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  May F o u r t h  Move- 
ment [1919] was c o n c e i v e d  and i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  intellectuals. The r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  storms of t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  N o r t h e r n  Expedi- 
t i o n  [1936-28] and t h e  Long March [1934-351 
depended e n t i r e l y  upon w o r k e r s  and p e a s a n t s  
as t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b a s e .  
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After t h e  "power-se izures"  o f  e a r l y  1967, Mao s t a t e d ,  
t h e  hope had been  f o r  a "prompt great a l l i a n c e . "  However, 
t h i s  had n o t  been possible b e c a u s e  " p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s  and 
bourgeois i d e a s  t h a t  emerged among i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and young 
s t u d e n t s  were d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and a l l  c l a s s e s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  assert  themse lves . "  Thus ,  t h e  movement t o  . 
e s t a b l i s h  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  and " three-way 
a l l i a n c e s ' '  had t o  be slowed down, a s  "what c o u l d  n o t  be 
o r g a n i z e d  a s  a [ t r u e ]  a l l i a n c e  would  d i s i n t e g r a t e  q u i c k l y  
if i t  was a r t i f i c i a l l y  organized:"  Mao was m o s t  d i s s a t i s f i e d  
w i t h  t h e  p a s t  pe r fo rmance  of t h e  Red Guards  and made i t  
q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e y  would be well a d v i s e d  t o  acknowledge 
worke r -peasan t  pr imacy and f o r s w e a r  f u r t h e r  s e l f - s e e k i n g  

, a p t i v i t i e s :  
. *  
< ,  

The i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a r e  a lways  more s e n s i t i v e  
and v e r s a t i l e  t h a n  t h e  worke r s  and p e a s a n t s ,  
b u t  t h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y  more o p p o r t u n i s t i c .  I n  
o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  its s u c c e s s -  
f u l  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
m u s t  c o n s t a n t l y  r e f o r m  t h e m s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  
labor ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  young 
s t u d e n t s ,  have  been  s u b j e c t e d  t o  what  is 
b a s i c a l l y  a b o u r g e o i s  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  scores 
of y e a r s ,  w i t h  b o u r g e o i s  ideas  c i r c u l a t i n g  
i n  t h e i r  blood. U n l e s s  t h e y  s t r i v e  t o  re- 
form t h e i r  wor ld  ou t look ,  t h i n g s  w i l l =  
c o u n t e r  t o  t h e i r  w i s h e s .  

Mao went  t o  some l e n g t h  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  his "p lan"  d i d  
- n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was " r a p i d l y  coming 
t o  a n  e n d , "  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  movement m u s t  r e - d i r e c t  
t h e  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  "correct" t a r g e t s ,  o r g a n i z e  " r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  great  a l l i a n c e s "  and " three-way a l l i a n c e s , "  p o i n t  
o u t  "bad p e r s o n s  and d e v i l s , "  and " r e h a b i l i t a t e  P a r t y  or- 
g a n i z a t i b n s "  and "convene P a r t y  c o n g r e s s e s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s . "  
Two g r o u p s ,  Mao s a i d ,  posed t h e  ma jo r  o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h i s  
r e g a r d :  

One is the P a r t y  p e r s o n s  i n  power t a k i n g  
t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  [ i . e . ,  L i u ,  Teng,  and 
t h e  o t h e r  t r i e d  and t r u e  t a r g e t s ] ;  t h e  
o t h e r  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  mounta in- topism and 



f a c t i o n a l i s m  among t h o s e  Rebels who d i s -  
r e n a r d  e f f o r t s  t o  Dromote t h e  m e a t  a l -  

. 1iance. 

Moreover, Mao made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  c a l l  for  a t t a c k s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  " c a p i t a l i s t - r o a d e r s t l  d i d  - n o t  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
Red Guards t o  a t t a c k  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
t h a t  were b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  s u c h  d i f f i c u l t y .  "We 
must  have  f a i t h  i n  o v e r  n i n e t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  of t h e  masses  
and c a d r e s , I g  Mao s a i d ,  a s  well a s  " t h o s e  who have been 
t e m p o r a r i l y  d e c e i v e d . "  As f o r  t h e  Red Guards ,  Mao c a l l e d  
f o r  m e t i c u l o u s  p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  
e l i m i n a t e  " p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s "  i n f l u e n c e s - - i . e . ,  f a c t i o n a l -  

1 ism--from t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  ' ? r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t . "  

Numerous d i r e c t i v e s  were s o o n  p romulga ted  i n  a n  
a t t empt  t o  lower t h e  l e v e l  of v i o l e n c e  and h a s t e n  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of Mae's "p lan . "  On 1 September, t h e  Pek ing  
M u n i c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m i t t e e  (MRC) c a l l e d  on a l l  
workers t o  "hold f a s t  t o  p r o d u c t i o n , "  p r o m i s i n g  t h a t ,  
"no m a t t e r  which  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f a c t i o n  t h e y  b e l o n g  t o ,  
or w h e t h e r  t h e y  b e l o n g  to  no r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f a c t i o n , "  
t h e y  w i l l  be "commended and p rope r ly  rewarded..  . If  I n  
those u n i t s  w h e r e  p r o d u c t i o n  had s topped b e c a u s e  of 
" s t rugg le  by force," t h e  MRC o r d e r e d  wages t o  be suspend-  
ed ;  however,  i t  s t a t e d  t h a t  workers who were found not  
t o  have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  f i g h t i n g  w o u l d  be paid l a t e r ,  
imp ly ing  t h a t  t h o s e  who had n o t  engaged  i n  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y "  a c t i v i t i e s  m i g h t  end up  better off t h a n  those  who 
had .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  c a l l e d  f o r  a l l  weapons t o  
be t u r n e d  i n  o r  s tored and s t a t e d  t h a t  a n y  mass o r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  t h a t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  engage  i n  v i o l e n t  s t rugg le  would 
"be d e c l a r e d  i l l e g a l  and completely d i s b a n d e d .  ''* 

I I .  

. .  , 

* A s  a n  example ,  t h e  MRC d i r e c t i v e  ordered  t h a t  t h e  
" c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  May 16 Corps ... must  be f i r m l y  
banned . . . I '  T h i s  group, r e p o r t e d l y  a n  a l l i a n c e  of a t  
l e a s t  s e v e n t e e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  u n i t s  from t h e  
F o r e i g n  Languages I n s t i t u t e ,  P e i t a ,  T s i n g h u a ,  and pos- 
s i b l y  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ) ,  was quite a c t i v e  
i n  Augus t ,  w i t h  Chou En- la i  and F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  Chen Y i  
( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  on page 119) 
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T h i s  was t h e  s e c o n d  order  t o  t h e  Rebels t o  t u r n  i n  
t h e i r  weapons ,  t h e  first h a v i n g  been  a d i r e c t i v e  i s s u e d  
a week ea r l i e r ,  w h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had 
t o  hand o v e r  t h e i r  weapons  t o  t h e  PLA o r  h a v e  them " s e a l e d "  
u n l e s s  t h e y  were armed a s  a resu l t  of express  a u t h o r i z a -  
t i o n  by t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  N e i t h e r  order,  however ,  
i n d i c a t e d  who  was t o  see t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  were imple- 
mented  or w h a t  a c t i o n s  would be t a k e n  a g a i n s t  those or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  r e f u s e d  t o  comply.  

T h u s ,  o n  5 September, a more specif ic  d i r e c t i v e  
was i s s u e d  b y  t h e  MAC a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. The order  
p r o h i b i t e d  a n y  f u r t h e r  weapons seizures,  demanded t h a t  
t h e  Rebels r e t u r n  a l l  o r d n a n c e  seized p r e v i o u s l y ,  and 
forbade d i s r u p t i o n s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c a r r y i n g  m i - l i t a r y  
s u p p l i e s  (as  had o c c u r r e d  w i t h  Vietnam-boiind c o n s i g n -  
m e n t s ) .  I n  order t o  implement  t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  PLA 
was  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  a t t empt  t o  r e a s o n  w i t h  those who re- 
f u s e d  t o  t u r n  in t h e i r  weapons and  i f  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  t o  
f i r e  w a r n i n g  s h o t s  i n t o  t h e  a i r .  S h o u l d  t h e  rebels s t i l l  
r e f u s e ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  was empowered t o  a r r e s t  them a s  
t fcounterrevolutionariestf  and  t o  d e f e n d  i t se l f  if t h e y  
resisted a r r e s t  or a t t e m p t e d  t o  seize more arms. Sub- 
s e q u e n t l y ,  s e v e r a l  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  queried t h e  
a u t h e n t i c i t y  of t h e  d i r e c t i v e ,  and were i n f o r m e d  by t h e  
C e n t r a l  CRG t h a t  i t  was i n d e e d  g e n u i n e .  

( f o o t n o t e  c o n t i n u e d  from p a g e  118) 
t h e  p r i m a r y  t a r g e t s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  C o r p s  was i n -  
v o l v e d  in t h e  o u t r a g e s  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  s e v e r a l  f o r e i g n  
d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n s .  After t h e  g r o u p  was o u t l a w e d ,  Chou 
i s s u e d  a f i v e - p o i n t  order r e s t r i c t i n g  Red Guard and  Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  Rebe l  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  embassies: "(1) 
d o n ' t  beat diplomats;  (2 )  d o n ' t  s t o n e  embassies; (3) 
don '  t b u r n  embassies; (4)  don '  t e n t e r  d i p l o m a t s '  r es id-  
e n c e s ;  and (5 )  d o n ' t  v i o l a t e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of t h e  d i p l o -  
mat i c  m i s s i o n s .  '' 
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T h a t  same d a y ,  Madame Mao, Kang Sheng,  and  Yao 
Wen-yuan m e t  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  two major con-  
tending factions i n  Anhwei P r o v i n c e  (both  of w h i c h  t h e  
C e n t r a l  CRG had dec lared  t o  be l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass  or-  
g a n i z a t i o n s "  i n  J u l y ) .  I n  h e r  s p e e c h ,  t h e  Madame e x p l i -  
c i t l y  r e p u d i a t e d  t h e  1 Augus t  Red F lag  e d i t o r i a l  (which  
had c a l l e d  for t h e  o v e r t h r o w  o n h - a n d f u l "  i n  t h e  
army as w e l l  a s  t h e  P a r t y )  and  i m p l i c i t l y  r e p u d i a t e d  h e r  
own 22 J u l y  e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  t h e  Red Guards  t o  arm them- 
s e l v e s  i n  s e l f - d e f e n s e .  Now e f f u s i v e  i n  h e r  p r a i s e  f o r  
t h e  PLA, s h e  emphas ized  t h e  "big d i f f e r e n c e  be tween t h i s  
y e a r  a n d  last y e a r . "  I n  1966, t h e  "main t a s k  was t o  
l i g h t  t h e  f ires of r e v o l u t i o n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y , "  a n d  
s h e  compl imen ted  t h e  Red G u a r d s  for  t h e i r  " g r e a t  s u c c e s s e s 9 *  
i n  t h i s  regard .  In 1967,  however ,  " t o  g o ' o u t  a g a i n  o n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  is t h e  r e v e r s e  of h e l p i n g , "  y e t  
' * p e o p l e  are still g o i n g  e v e r y w h e r e  i n  a d i s o r g a n i z e d  
f a s h i o n  c r e a t i n g  d i s t u r b a n c e s . "  T h i s ,  s h e  admi t t ed ,  
had s e r i o u s l y  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of add i -  
t i o n a l  p r o v i n c i a l  and m u n i c i p a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees.* 

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  Madame Mao commanded t h e  r i v a l  Anhwei 
f a c t i o n s  t o  e f f ec t  a c e a s e - f i r e ,  p u r i f y  t h e i r  r a n k s ,  a n d  
t u r n  i n  t h e i r  weapons t o  t h e  PLA. The order was f o l l o w e d  
on  9 September b y  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i v e  g i v i n g  t h e  army t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p o l i c i n g  t h e  cease-fire. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  l a t t e r  d i r e c t i v e  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  "deployment  of m i l i -  
t a r y  u n i t s  t o  p r e c l u d e  c h a n c e  o c c u r r e n c e s  of armed con-  
f l i c t , "  a n d  s t a t e d  t h a t  "no f u r t h e r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  [would 
be t a k e n ]  by  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  i n  t h o s e  cases w h e r e  bad 
h e a d s  a r e  t u r n e d  o v e r  by t h e  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s . 1 1  
I m p r e s s e d  by t h e  PLA's i n c r e a s e d  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  r i v a l  
f a c t i o n s  s u r r e n d e r e d  s e v e r a l  of t h e i r  l e a d e r s  t o  t h e  p ro -  
v i n c i a l  M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  Commidsion, demoted o thers ,  began  
t o  t u r n  in t h e i r  weapons ,  and  r e p o r t e d l y  j o i n e d  together  
i n  a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  great  a l l i a n c e . 1 1  On t h e  2 3 r d ,  a 

*Only o n e  PRC, T s i n g h a i ,  had b e e n  set up  s i n c e  mid- 
A p r i l ,  b r i n g i n g  t h e  t o t a l  t o  s e v e n - - i . e . ,  l e a v i n g  22 
y e t  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  
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f u r t h e r  d i r e c t i v e - - e n d o r s e d  by Mao- - ins t ruc t ed  mass  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  e m u l a t e  t h e  Anhwei 
g r o u p s  i n  " e n d i n g  t h e i r  f a c t i o n a l  d i s c o r d . "  

A d d i t i o n a l  s t eps  were t a k e n  t o  c u r b  t h e  Red Guards  
d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d .  I n  some p r o v i n c e s ,  p u b l i c  t r i a l s  
were h e l d  and  c r i m i n a l  e l e m e n t s - - i n c l u d i n g  " j u v e n i l e  
d e l i n q u e n t s "  a n d  "hoodlums u s i n g  t h e  names of r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  mass o r g a n i z a  t ions"--were i m p r i s o n e d  o r  e x e c u t e d ,  
S e v e r a l  s e c o n d - l e v e l  m e m b e r s  of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, i n c l u d -  
i n g  Wang L i ,  were purged  for  t h e i r  r e p u t e d  c o n n e c t i o n s  
w i t h  t h e  May 16 C o r p s .  Such  Red Guard l u m i n a r i e s  a s  
P e i t a ' s  Madame N i e h ,  T s i n g h u a ' s  K u a i  Ta - fu ,  and  Han A i -  
c h i n g  of t h e  P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n  1 , n s t i t u t e  s u b m i t t e d  self-  
cr i t ic isms,  vowed t o  s t u d y  and  implement  C h i a n g  C h i n g ' s  
5 September i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  and  acknowledged  t h a t  t h e  work- 
i n g  c l a s s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  model  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  g rea t  ' a l l i a n c e s . "  On 14 September, t h e  P e k i n g  Red 
Guard C o n g r e s s  o n c e  more banned a n y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  
u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h o u t  C e n t r a l  CRG a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and  r e s o l v e d  
t h a t :  qlHereafter,  P e k i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t  groups 
will n o t  be allowed to  i n t e r v e n e  f n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  other a r e a s  o r  a t  o ther  schools, e n t e r p r i s e s ,  
or o r g a n s . "  On t h e  1 6 t h ,  Madame Mao i n f o r m e d  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e s  of t h e  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  t t t roops w i l l  be a s s i g n e d  t o  
your  schools t o  c o n d u c t  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g " - - t h a t  is, t o  
s h a p e  u p  t h e  young m i l i t a n t s .  Once a g a i n ,  t h e  ' I revolu-  
t i o n a r y  L e f t "  f o u n d  i t s e l f  o n  t h e  r e c e i v i n g  end .  

Mao was t o u r i n g  n o r t h ,  e a s t ,  a n d  c e n t r a l - s o u t h  C h i n a ,  
s u r v e y i n g  t h e  damage and  i s s u i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i t h  r ega rd  
t o  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of h i s  "great s t r a t e g i c  p l a n . "  Most 
of h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  were t y p i c a l l y  vague  a n d  a m b i v a l e n t ,  
b u t  t h e  C h a i r m a n ' s  two b a s i c  c o n c e r n s  came t h r o u g h  c l e a r l y .  

Mae's pr imary  o b j e c t i v e  was t o  speed u t h e  e s t a b -  
l i s h m e n t  of a d d i t i o n a l  PRCs w i t h  a v i ew,  

toward  " r e a c h i n g  
p r o v i n c e s  by t h e ' e n d  of t h e  y e a r ,  His s e c o n d  objec- 

t i ve - -namely ,  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  
a l l i a n c e s i i  and  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  Rebels'  i n t e r n e c i n e  w a r f a r e - -  
was a c t u a l l y  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  for t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of t h e  

W h i l e  t h e  Madame was h o l d i n g  down t h e  home f r o n t ,  

l l n  ;c;3 LzzJ 

-121- 

I I 



f i r s t .  Thus ,  t h e  Chairman l l i n s t r u c t e d f l  t h a t  "there is 
no fundamen ta l  c l a s h  of i n t e r e s t s  among t h e  working  class11 
and no r e a s o n  f o r  i t  t o  ' ? s p l i t  i n t o  two g r e a t  i r r e c o n c i l -  
ab le  o r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  I n  f a c t ,  however,  t h i s  was indeed  
t h e  c a s e .  I n  e v e r y  p r o v i n c e ,  autonomous r e g i o n ,  and major  
c i t y ,  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  had p o l a r i z e d  i n t o  autonom- 
o u s ,  armed, and m u r d e r o u s  f a c t i o n s ,  

I n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  correct t h i s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  g r o u p s ,  PLA commanders, and " r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  l e a d i n g  cadres" from v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c e s  w e r e  ordered 
t o  a t t e n d  "Mao-study classes" i n  P e k i n g .  A t  these c l a s -  
ses, Chou and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG saw t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p -  
a n t s  engaged i n  c r i t i c i sm and self-cr i t ic ism,  t r i e d  t o  
s e c u r e  t h e i r  v o l u n t a r y  compl i ance  w i t h  Mao's l c p l a n , l l  and 
a t t e m p t e d  t o .  hammer o u t  compromises  and l t r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  among t h e  r i v a l  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s - - a  
n e c e s s a r y  p r e c o n d i t i o n  f o r  bo th  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  "three- 
way of R e b e l s  PLA, and c a d r e s  and t h e  e s t a b -  
l i s h m e n t  of t h e  r e m a i n i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. des-  
c r i b e d  by  t h e  Libera t ion-Army D a i l y  o n - 1 8  October as t h e  

h i g h e s t  c e n t r a l  p o l  i t i c a l s m t  he p r e s e n t  time , I' 

The s t u d y  c l a s s e s ,  together w i t h  t h e  deployment  
of a d d i t i o n a l  a r p y  u n i t s ,  were i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r e s t o r i n g  
r e l a t i v e  calm to  a number of a reas  where l a r g e - s c a l e  v i o l -  
e n c e  had been t h e  r u l e  d u r i n g  J u l y  and August .  Although 
o n l y  two a d d i t i o n a l  committees were e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  rest of 1967 ( I n n e r  Mongolia and T i e n t s i n ) ,  15 more 
were set  up d u r i n g  t h e  first f i v e  months of 1968, b r i n g -  
i n g  t h e  t o t a l  t o  24. Mae's own t i m e t a b l e  (25 by t h e  end 
of 1967) had been too o p t i m i s t i c ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  
Chairman r e a l i z e d  n e i t h e r  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  h a t r e d s  
and a m b i t i o n s  t h a t  r i v e d  t h e  L e f t  nor  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
i nvo lved  i n  r e s o l v i n g  or r e p r e s s i n g  t h e m .  Y e t  Mao was 
still  conv inced  t h a t ,  by means o f  t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s e s ,  by 
hav ing  a l l  conce rned  "combat s e l f - i n t e r e s t  and r e p u d i a t e  
r e v i s i o n i s m , " *  and by g i v i n g  t h e  PLA a d d i t i o n a l ,  t h o u g h  

*That is: ( a )  r e n o u n c e  p e r s o n a l  ambit ions,  and (b) 
r e c h a n n e l  t h e  a t t a c k s  back  t o  s t a n d a r d  ana themas  s u c h  a s  
Liu Shao-chi  and Teng Hs iao -p ing .  
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less t h a n  a d e q u a t e ,  a u t h o r i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r , *  h e  c o u l d  
s e c u r e  t h e  Rebels '  v o l u n t a r y  c o m p l i a n c e  and  r e t r i e v e  t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  w i t h o u t  r e p u d i a t i n g  h i s  l a t e s t  i m n o v a t i o n .  

B. R e o p e n i n g  t h e  Schools 

My s o n ,  t h e  p e s t ,  n e v e r  t a k e s  care  of h i s  
room and  n e v e r  r e a d s  h i s  books. , .  My d a u g h t e r ,  
Y ing ,  h a s  been  w a n d e r i n g  [ a r o u n d ] .  . . j u s t  
d o i n g  m e a n i n g l e s s  t h i n g s .  She gets  let ters 
from h e r  boy f r i e n d s  e v e r y w h e r e .  She  s p e n d s  
money l i k e  i t  was paper and  gets i n  d e b t  
e v e r y  m o n t h . m c I  c a n n o t  c l e a r  h e r  e n d l e s s  
debts .  " 

--An Amoy m o t h e r ,  14  December 1967 

An e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  regime's d r i v e  t o  re- 
store order was t o  p e r s u a d e  o r  compel t h e  Red Guards  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  s choo l s .  On 8 September, f o r  example, 
K i a n g s i  P r o v i n c i a l  Radio b r o a d c a s t  a n  " u r g e n t  c i r c u l a r 1 '  
i s s u e d  by  t h e  K i a n g s i  Red Guard C o n g r e s s  c a l l i n g  o n  a l l  
s t u d e n t s  t o  " v o l u n t a r i l y  a n d  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  r e t i i r n  t o  
t h e i r  s choo l s  before 15 September t o  p r o p e r l y  c a r r y  o u t  
t h e  t a s k  of mass  cri t icism and  r e p u d i a t i o n  a n d  t h e  s t r u g -  
g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  own u n i t s . "  And 
t h e  c i r c u l a r  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  a pro  fo rma  
r e q u e s t  when i t  s t a t e d ,  "It  is our  hope t h a t  PLA u n i t s  
i n  v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  . . .  w i l l  h e l p  u s  i n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  ca r ry -  
i n g a o u t  t h e  work of b r i n g i n g  back t o  schools t h e  s t u d e n t s  
on r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n  i n  o ther  p l a c e s ,  [ a s  w e l l  a s ]  
d i s b a n d i n g  a l l  l i a i s o n  s t a t i o n s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  g r o u p s ,  
a n d  teams."  O t h e r  e x a m p l e s  c o u l d  be c i ted .  

* I n  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of c a s e s ,  t h e  PLA's t a s k s  were 
r e n d e r e d  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  by Mao's September i n s t r u c t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  army must  " s u p p o r t  t h e  L e f t ,  a n d  n o t  a n y  [ p a r -  
t i c u l a r ]  f a c t i o n , "  a n  attempt t o  d i s e n t a n g l e  t h e  PLA 
from t h e  summer ' s  v i o l e n c e .  
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I t  s o o n  became c l ea r  t h a t  t h e  Maoists were n o t  en-  
gaged'  i n  s i m p l y  a n o t h e r  s h o r t - l i v e d  e f f o r t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  
Red G u a r d s  t o  h e e l .  One i n d i c a t o r  was Madame Mao's afore- 
m e n t i o n e d  s t a t e m e n t  of 16 September t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of t h e  P e k i n g  R e d  Guard C o n g r e s s  t h a t  army u n i t s  would 
be a s s i g n e d  t o  schools  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  m a i n t a i n  order 
and  i n s t i l l  d i s c i p l i n e .  I n  other c i t i e s  and  p r o v i n c e s ,  
t h e  PLA was g i v e n  t h e  same a s s i g n m e n t .  As a r e s u l t  of 
t h e  orackdown on  u n a u t h o r i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  c u l -  
m i n a t i n g  i n  a 1 4  October d i r e c t i v e  o r d e r i n g  a l l  schools 
t o  open  immediately,  a s u b s t a n t i a l  number of Red Guards  
had r e t u r n e d  t o  school  by November and  most, a t  t h e  l e a s t ,  
had r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  own l oca l i t i e s .  

T h e r e  were s e v e r a l  reasons why many Red Guards  d i d  
n o t  r e t u r n  t o  school  immediately,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  d i d  
cease l i a i s i n g .  F i r s t ,  m o s t  s t u d e n t  b o d i e s  were s p l i t  
i n t o  h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s ,  a n d  some Red Guards ,  f e a r i n g  re- 
p r i s a l s  s h o u l d  t h e y  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  campus, s i m p l y  s t a y e d  
home. Second ,  i n  n o t  a f e w  a r e a s ,  there was no  school 
l e f t .  I 

w h e r e  t h e  phys 
books; new t e x t s  had n o t  b e e n  compiled t o  r e p l a c e  those 
t h a t  had b e e n  e i t h e r  denounced  o r  b u r n e d .  T h i r d ,  many 
Red G u a r d s ,  s t i l l  i n t o x i c a t e d  by t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  o v e r  
t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  mus t  h a v e  r ea l i zed  t h a t  t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  of 
c lasses  would be more formal t h a n  r e a l  and  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  
PLA p r e s e n t  t o  p r o v i d e  " m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g , "  t h e  schools  
would be more a k i n  t o  reformatories  t h a n  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  F o u r t h ,  and  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
p o i n t ,  t h e  y o u t h f u l  m i l i t a n t s  c o u l d  t a k e  l i t t l e  s o l a c e  
from d i r e c t i v e s  o r d e r i n g  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of mass  o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n s  t h a t  c u t  across o c c u p a t i o n a l  or  f u n c t i o n a l  l i n e s  
( f a c t o r i e s ,  communes, i n d i v i d u a l  schools,  e t c . ) ,  t h e  r e s u l t  
b e i n g  t h a t  some Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had " s t r e a m l i n e d "  
t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  b y  p e r s o n n e l  c u t b a c k s  of 
up t o  90 p e r c e n t .  Nor c o u l d  t h e y  d e r i v e  comfort from 
s u c h  news a s ,  f o r  example ,  was b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  I n n e r  Mon- 
go l ia  R e g i o n a l  Radio o n  2 1  November: "Ano the r  g r o u p  of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  y o u t h s  from P e k i n g  h a s  v o l u n t e e r e d  
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t o  come t o  se t t le  e r m a n e n t l  i n  H s i l i n k u o l o  meng [ a  sub-  
D r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  - d v i s i o n 1  a n d  l i v e a m b l e  
'herdsman 's  l i f e . "  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h i s  order ,  as  was t h e  case w i t h  e a r l i e r  
commands, would n o t  be e n f o r c e d .  

F i n a l l y ,  many Red Guards  p r o w  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many t e a c h e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  were r e l u c t -  
a n t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  classrooms f u l l  of young t o u g h s  who had 
o n l y  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  terroride them. More- 
o v e r ,  t h e  t eachers  were n o t  r e i n v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  former 
a u t h o r i t y .  A good example  of t h i s  is p r o v i d e d  by t h e  so- 
ca l led  " E i g h t  R u l e s  of R e s p e c t  f o r  T e a c h e r s  and  E i g h t  R u l e s  
of Love f o r  S t u d e n t s , "  p u b l i s h e d  " m e r e l y  f o r  r e f e r e n c e "  
i n  t h e  11 November P e o p l e ' s  D a i l y .  Drawn u p  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  
a t  P e k i n g ' s  T s a o c h a n g t i  Midd le  S c h o o l ,  t h e  " r u l e s f 1  c o n t a i n e d  
t h e  u s u a l  e x h o r t a t i o n s - - " B e  Chairman Mao's good s t u d e n t s " - -  
b u t  d e m o n s t r a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  p u p i l s ,  i f  t h e y  had any- 
t h i n g  t o  s a y  a b o u t  i t ,  d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  t h e i r  
power o v e r  t h e  f a c u l t y .  The  k e y  r u l e s  read  a s  fol lows:  

P>* 

R u l e  F i v e  ( f o r  s t u d e n t s )  -- R e g a r d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  
matters, pay  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  t eache r s '  
p r o g r e s s  and  e n e r g e t i c a l l y  h e l p  them t o  
a c h i e v e  s u c c e s s ,  r e c t i f y  t h e i r  d e f e c t s  
and  e r rors ,  a n d  improve  t h e i r  work ,  

R u l e  F i v e  (for t e a c h e r s )  -- R e s p e c t  t h e  masses, 
t r u s t  t h e  masses,  humbly l e a r n  from t h e  . 
s t u d e n t s  and  be t h e i r  w i l l i n g  p u p i l s .  
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I n  sum, a l t h o u g h  t h e  back- to-school  movement of 
l a t e '  1967 was more successful (and more s u s t a i n e d )  t h a n  
s i m i l a r  d r i v e s  d u r i n g  March and J u l y ,  there  were still  
ma jo r ,  u n r e s o l v e d  problems c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  Red Guards.  
A f e w  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i a i s e  w i t h  a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  from 
t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG, t h e  PRCs a n d M R C s ,  or t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
M i l i t a r y  C o n t r o l  Commissions; more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  some 
groups  r e f u s e d  t o  c e a s e  l i a i s i n g .  Moreover ,  a s  was t h e  
c a s e  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  J u l y ,  g e t t i n g  t h e  Red Guards t o  
r e t u r n  t o  school  mean t ,  i n  many i n s t a n c e s , ,  mere ly  t h a t  . 
t h e  b a t t l e g r o u n d  f o r  h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s  would be c o n f i n e d  
t o  t h e  campuses;  i n  some cases, t h e  campus warfare was 
even  more s a v a g e  b e c a u s e  of t h e  l i m i t e d  a r e a .  

F i n a l l y ,  a m a j o r  problem c o n t i n u e d  t o  be t h a t  
po l i cy  pronouncements ,  a t  b o t h  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l - m u n i c i p a l  
and n a t i o n a l  l e v e l s ,  remained  open t o  c o n t r a r y  i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  of s e l e c t i v e  q u o t a t i o n .  Fo r  
example,  on 25 December, t h e  Shangha i  M u n i c i p a l  P u b l i c  
S e c u r i t y  Bureau  i s s u e d  a n o t i c e  e n t i t l e d ,  "On Smashing \ 

t h e  C r i m i n a l  A c t i v i t i e s  of Young H o o l i g a n s . "  S t a t i n g  
t h a t  " S h a n g h a i ' s  young h o o l i g a n s  have  r e c e n t l y  r u n  w i l d  
i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s , "  t h e  n o t i c e  i n d i c a t e d  c l e a r l y  t h a t  
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t h e  o f f e n d e r s  were Red G u a r d s  and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels: 

By e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  means,  t h e y  sabotage 
t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  of c l a s s e s  and t h e  making  
of r e v o l u t i o n  [ i n  t h e  s choo l s ] ,  u n d e r m i n e  
s o c i a l i s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  d i s r u p t  s o c i a l  
s e c u r i t y ,  e n t i c e  and  cor rupt  y o u n g s t e r s  
and t e e n a g e r s ,  i n s u l t  women, and  o p p r e s s  
t h e  m a s s e s  i n  a v a i n  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s t u r b  
t h e  g r e a t  s t r a t eg ic  p l a n  ... of Cha i rman  
Mao.. . 

However,  i n  a n n o u n c i n g  t h a t  s u c h  " c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  
m u s t  be r e s o l u t e l y  s u p p r e s s e d , "  t h e  Bureau  p r o c l a i m e d :  

P u b l i c  S e c u r i t y  o r g a n s  a t  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s ,  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  
m a n g h a i ,  t h e  b r o a d  masses of p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o i u t i o n a r y  f i g h t e r s ,  Red Guard r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  young warr iors ,  a n d o n -  
a r y  m a s s e s  s h o u l d  go i n t o  immediate a c t i o n ,  
c o o r d i n a t e  and c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  
a n d ,  u n d e r  t h e  s i n g l e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  
S h a n g h a i  M u n i c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commi t t ee ,  
f i g h t  a p e o p l e ' s  war of e n c i r c l i n g  and  
s u p p r e s s i n g  t h e  young h o o l i g a n s .  

T h u s ,  t h e  Red G u a r d s  c o u l d  (and some probably d i d )  t w i s t  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  a r o u n d - - f o r  example, by  e d i t i n g  o u t  t h e  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  MRC l eade r sh ip - - so  t h a t  i t  appeared t o  s a n c -  
t i o n  a n o t h e r  r o u n d  of f a c t i o n a l  c l a s h e s .  

A f i n a l  c l a s s i c  example of t h e  d a n g e r s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  s p e l l i n g  o u t  a n  e s s e n t i a l l y  m o d e r a t e  l i n e  i n  m i l i t a n t  
terms is p r o v i d e d  by  C h i a n g  C h i n g ' s  12 November speech 
a t  a P e k i n g  fo rum o n  " l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t . "  On t h i s  oc- 
c a s i o n ,  s h e  in fo rmed  workers i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  c i rc les  
wha t  t h e y  s h o u l d  do i n  t h e i r  own u n i t s  t o  f u r t h e r  reform 
( i . e . ,  p r o s t i t u t e )  C h i n e s e  c u l t u r e  fo r  t h e  s a k e  of t h e  
* ' c u l t u r a l "  r e v o l u t i o n .  S t a t i n g  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  do a " l o t  
of good" to  " s h a k e  up" a c e r t a i n  m o t i o n  p i c t u r e  s t u d i o  
and  some b a l l e t  and  t h e a t r i c a l  t r o u p e s - - " t h e y  a r e  pools  
of s t a g n a n t  water"--the Madame e x o l i c i t l y  f o r b a d e  " s h a k i n g  
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up" those " u n i t s  w h i c h  a r e  a l r e a d y  i n  good o r d e r "  a s  w e l l  
- a s  u n i t s  " a l r e a d y  thrown i n t o  c o n f u s i o n . "  

S t r i p p i n g  away t h e  m i l i t a n t  v e r b i a g e ,  i t  is c lear  
t h a t  o n e  of h e r  m a j o r  c o n c e r n s  was  t o  speed  up  t h e  forma- 
t i o n  of " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  and  " th ree -way  
a l l i a n c e s . t ~  However, t h e  Madame a d v o c a t e d  a c c c m p l i s h i n g  
t h i s  by  "dragging-  o u t "  more "bad e l e m e n t s , "  and  h e r  
i n i m i t a b l e  invec t ive- -"Throw t h e  enemy i n t o  c o n f u s i o n !  
Throw t h e  enemy i n t o  confus ion : ! " - - t ended  to  o b s c u r e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  s h e  was c a l l i n g  for  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of Mao's 
"g rea t  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n . "  And a f t e r  h e r  s p e e c h  was d i s -  
s e m i n a t e d  a s  a n  o f f i c i a l  d i r e c t i v e  on 13 November, Red 
Guards  a n d  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels c i t e d  it as a . j u s t i f i c a -  
t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  f u r t h e r  d e p r e d a t i o n s ,  when Mao's  desire  
was t o  r e d u c e  t h e  l e v e l  of v i o i e n c e  by g e t t i n g  t h e  young 
f a n a t i c s  back t o  school .  

C. E n t e r i n g  1968 

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  
we s t u d e n t s  were e n c o u r a g e d  t o  j o i n  i n  en -  
t h u s i a s t i c a l l y ,  t o  become its l e a d e r s ,  a n d  
t o  behave  i n  w h a t e v e r  way we l i k e d  accord- 
i n g  t o  o u r  own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of Chairman 
Mao's l i t t l e  r e d  book. B u t  now t h e  workers  
h a v e  become t h e  l e a d i n g  force i n  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n  a n d  w e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  ordered t o  r e t u r n  
t o  school  and  n o t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  
w o r k e r s .  

--A s t u d e n t  a t  Nanking  U n i v e r s i t y ,  2 
J a n u a r y  1968 

A s  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  o n l y  n i n e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees had b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 1 J a n u a r y  1968, l e a v i n g  16 
p r o v i n c e s  and  f o u r  autonomous r e g i o n s  u n d e r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commi t t ee  " p r e p a r a t o t y  g roups1(  or  m i l i -  
t a r y  c o n t r o l  commiss ions .  T h u s ,  i n  some t w o - t h i r d s  of 
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  " th ree -way  a l l i a n c e s "  had n o t  b e e n  effected,  
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and many Red Guards  and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels  i n  these 
a r e a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  v i e  f o r  s l o t s  i n  t h e  new order. 

C l e a r l y ,  t h e  t a s k  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
20 r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees was a t r e m e n d o u s l y  d i f f i c u l t  
one .  Mao still  r e f u s e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  PLA t h e  n e c e s s a r y  
a u t h o r i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w h i l e  t h e  
long,,drawn-out n e g o t i a t i o n s  were i n  p r o g r e s s  i n  P e k i n g .  
I .e. ,  t h e  army was s t i l l  bound by t h e  5 Sep tember  direc- 
t i v e :  u n i t s  c o u l d  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  if Rebels a t t e m p t e d  
t o  seize t h e i r  weapons ,  b u t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  i n t e r v e n e  
w i t h  force t o  s t o p  armed c l a shes  be tween  r i v a l  f a c t i o n s ,  
I n  Yunnan, f o r  example ,  a PLA u n i t  r e p o r t e d  a " r i f l e  
b a t t l e "  i n  progress i n  Kunming, b u t  s t a t e d  t h a t  "no mat- 
t e r  how s e r i o u s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  w e  a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  
open  f i re ."  I n  Amoy, r e s i d e n t s  dep lo red  t h e  a r m y ' s  
hands-of f  p o s t u r e ,  and o n e  writer n o t e d  t h a t  " t h e r e  
were cases of o l d  women t u g g i n g  o n  t h e  a rms  of PLA p e r -  
s o n n e l ,  b e s e e c h i n g  t h e m  t o  p u t  a s t o p  t o  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  
by force ,"  A n o t h e r  wrote t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  why " t h e  two 
[Amoy] f a c t i o n s  c o n t i n u e  t o  f i g h t  f u r i o u s l y  is t h a t ,  
so  f a r ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  [CRG] h a s  n o t  o p e n l y  s t a t e d  wh ich  
of t h e  two is t h e  g e n u i n e  Leftist f a c t i o n . "  

. In other  a r e a s ,  t h e  M a o i s t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  two 
major o p p o s i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were both r e v o l u t i o n a r y .  
Subh d e c i s i o n s  had b e e n  handed down, i n t e r  a l i a ,  w i t h  
regard to the c o n t e n d i n g  f a c t i o n s  i n  Kwangtung and  T i b e t .  
However, t h e  f a c t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s  were n o t  g o i n g  t o  pas- 
s i v e l y  a c q u i e s c e  and  c a l l  i t  a d a y ,  l e t t i n g  bygones  be 
bygones  and  f o r m i n g  a " r e v c l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e "  w i t h  
t h e i r  e n e m i e s .  T h e r e  had been  too much b l o o d s h e d ,  t h e r e  
were too many scores y e t  t o  be s e t t l e d ,  P a r t y  a u t h o r i t y  
had been  too t h o r o u g h l y  d e b a s e d ,  and  t h e  PLA was n o t  em- 
powered t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  young t o u g h s  s e t t l e d  down 
w h e t h e r  t h e y  l i k e d  i t  or n o t .  The  p r o v i n c i a l  "Mao-study 
c l a s s e s l l  b e i n g  h e l d  i n  P e k i n g  were e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t s  
i n  t h e  movement t o  e s t a b l i s h  a new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r d e r ,  
b u t  t h e y  were n o t  t h e  D r a c o n i c  s o l u t i o n  t h a t  was r e q u i r e d  
t o  f i n a l l y  c o n v i n c e  t h e  Red Guards  t h a t  Mao had dumped 

-- 
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them i n  f a v o r  of a new vanguard - - the  w o r k e r s  and  p e a s a n t s - -  
and ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  time h e  meant  what he  s a i d . *  

An e x c e l l e n t  example  of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  r i v a l  f a c t i c n s  t o  sit down and  i r o n  o u t  
t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a p e a c e f u l  manner--even w i t h  C e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s  i n  a t t e n d a n c e - - i s  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
of t h e  P e k i n g  '?Mao-study c lass"  for  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
t h e  two major T i b e t a n  g roups - - the  Lhasa  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Rebel  H e a d q u a r t e r s  (LRH) and t h e  Great A l l i a n c e  G e n e r a l  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  (GAH). The c l a s s  convened  ( a t  t h e  P e k i n g  
A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e )  i n  e a r l y  March,  b u t  o n l y  a f t e r  a 
h a s s l e  i n  Lhasa  c o n c e r n i n g  who was t o  a t t e n d ,  

. .  
. .  

. .  . 

. .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  c o n v e n i n g  of t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  

G? had a c a l m i n g  effect  i n  some areas  of T i b e t .  
s t a t e d  t h a t  i ts  members had r e t u r n e d  t o - w o r k  Lii er of f a c t o r i e s ,  e v e n  c r e d i t i n g  some GAH p e r s o n n e l  

w i t h  d o i n g  t h e  same,  and  r e p o r t e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Lhasa  
t o  be " e x t r e m e l y  good." The GAH r epor t ed  t h a t ,  a s  of 
7 March, 19 of its combat  teams had t u r n e d  in t h e i r  wea- 

. pons  t o  t h e  G a r r i s o n  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  I n  S h i g a t s e  (100 
m i l e s  west of L h a s a ) ,  t h e  " M i l i t a r y  S u b - D i s t r i c t  Sup- 
p o r t - t h e - L e f t  Office" c o n g r a t u l a t e d  b o t h  f a c t i o n s  o n  
9 March f o r  " r e a c h i n g  a n  a c c o r d  o n  i m p l e m e n t i n g  [ a  

*Othe r  i n d i c a t o r s  ( e a r l y  1968) t h a t  t h e  Red Guards  
were n o  l o n g e r  Mao's f a v o r i t e s  i n c l u d e d :  ( a )  t h e  resump- 
t i o n  of m i l i t a r y  c o n s c r i p t i o n  a f t e r  a h i a t u s  of n e a r l y  
two y e a r s ;  (b )  t h e  f u r t h e r  a s s i g n m e n t ,  r e p o r t e d l y  perma- 
n e n t ,  of t h o u s a n d s  of s t u d e n t s  t o  remote border a r e a s  
a s  w o r k e r s ;  (c)  a 10 J a n u a r y  order of t h e  P e k i n g  MRC 
d i r e c t i n g  a l l  " l i a i s o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s "  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  
t o  l e a v e  by 20 J a n u a r y ,  and  b a n n i n g  t h e  s a l e  of Red 
Guard n e w s p a p e r s ;  and (d)  i n c r e a s i n g  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  
need  f o r  h a r d  work and  f r u g a l i t y : ( f o r  example ,  t h e  Red 
Guard C o n g r e s s  i n  S h i h c h i a c h u a n g ,  Hopei  P r o v i n c e ,  was 
p r a i s e d  i n  t h e  Peo le  s D a i l y  f o r  h a v i n g  " c u t  its s t a f f  
from 63 t o  17",&vGfTTs off ices  from a w e l l -  
f u r n i s h e d  f o u r - s t o r y  b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  downtown a rea  t o  a 
s i m p l e  b u i l d i n g  i n  a school") ;  
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r e v o l u t i o n a r y ]  g rea t  a l l i a n c e . ? '  T h i n g s  seemed t o  be look- 
i n g  up .  

I n  P e k i n g ,  meanwhi l e ,  t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  made r a p i d  
p r o g r e s s  a n d  s i g n e d  a d r a f t  a g r e e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  a n  LRH' 
GAH " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  great a l l i a n c e "  o n  13 March. The  - 
a g r e e m e n t  promised t h a t  t h e  t w o  f a c t i o n s  w i l l  " i m m e d i a t e l y  
u n i t e  t o  t h o r o u g h l y  s t r i k e  down a n d  c r i t i c i ze  t h e  c o m m n  
enemy"--e.g. ,  Wang C h i - m e i ,  Depu ty  Commander of t h e  T i b e t  
MR, and a common ta rge t  of both o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Wi th  ' 
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  case of Chou Jen - shan :*  

Pr ior  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s '  f o r m a l l y  
e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  both f a c t i o n s  
mus t  r e s e r v e - t h e l r  own r e s p e c t i v e  v i e w p o i n t s ,  
no t  force them on  t h e  o t h e r ,  and  a b s o l u t e l y  
n o t  h i n d e r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g rea t  a l l i a n c e .  
After t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  f o r m a l l y  e x p r e s s  
t h e i r  a t t i t u d e ,  t h e  t w o  f a c t i o n s  mus t  h a n d l e  
t h e i r  a f f a i r s  i n  f i r m  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  i n -  
s t r u c t i o n s  from c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  pledged t h a t  t h e  two 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would :  : ( a ) ' " s t o p  armed s t r u g g l e  a t  once ;"  
(b)  " i m m e d i a t e l y  t u r n  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  l o t  of weapons and  
ammuni t ion  and c o m p l e t e l y  d i s m a n t l e  a l l  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  
f o r  armed s t r u g g l e ; "  (c) " s t r i c t l y  p r o h i b i t  t h e  t r a n s f e r  
of farmers and  herdsmen t o  t h e  c i t i e s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  armed 
s t r u g g l e ; "  ( d )  r e t u r n  e v e r y o n e  t o  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  u n i t s  
"before 18 March" and  see to  i t  t h a t  t h e  r e t u r n e e s  " t r e a t  
o n e  a n o t h e r  c o r d i a l l y ; "  ( e )  " i m m e d i a t e l y  restore o v e r a l l  
communica t ions  and  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n d u s t r i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
and  make a great  e f f o r t  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  g r a s p  s p r i n g  f a rm 
work p r o d u c t i o n  and  i n s u r e  t h e  s u p p l y  of commodities;" 
(f) " p r o h i b i t  t h e  n o n - p r o d u c t i v e  u s e  of v e h i c l e s ,  f r u g a l l y  

*Chou, s t r o n g l y  backed  by  t h e  LRH and  b i t t e r l y  opposed  
by t h e  GAH, was A c t i n g  F i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  T i b e t  P a r t y  
Commit tee .  He h e l d  n o  r e a l  a u t h o r i t y  a f t e r  t h e  "power- 
s e i z u r e "  of J a n u a r y  1967. 
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c o n d u c t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  and  s t r i k e  down a n a r c h i s m ,  s t r e n g t h -  
e n  labor  d i s c i p l i n e ,  and  ab ide  by  f i n a n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a -  
t ive  r e g u l a t i o n s ; "  ( 8 )  become e x e m p l a r s  i n  t f s u p p o r t  t h e  
army" work; and  ( h )  a p p o i n t  14 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ( s e v e n  
LRH, s e v e n  GAH) t o  o r g a n i z e  a "Great A l l i a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  
of t h e  Two Great T i b e t a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Mass O r g a n i z a t i o n s . "  
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  s i g n a t o r i e s  (three LRH, three GAH) s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  had b e e n  a p p r o v e d  by t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  
and was now i n  e f fec t .  

March accord was a mixed o n e .  From Pomi (300 m i l e s  e a s t  
of L h a s a ) ,  I 
'normal s e r v i c e s  d r e  restored" i n  t h e  town. 
however ,  
ag reemen t  ha  c o n c l u d e d  in P e k i n g  w i t h o u t  s u b m i t t i n g  
t h e  p r o p o s a l s  t o  t h e  m a s s e s  for  d i s c u s s i o n , "  and  l i s t e d  
s e v e r a l  "def i c i e n c l e s "  i n  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  together  w i t h  
" s u g g e s t i o n s  fo r  r e v i s i o n . "  Moreover ,  t h e  GAH was  report- 
e d l y  less  t h a n  s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  t h e  Chou Jen - shan  q u e s t i o n  
had b e e n  s h e l v e d  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g ,  s i n c e  t h e  GAH "con- 
s i d e r s  compromise t o  be a v i o l a t i o n  of Chai rman Mao's 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e . "  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  T i b e t  r e m a i n e d  r e l a -  
t i v e l y  calm t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  rest of March and most of A p r i l ,  
and t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  i n  P e k i n g  r e m a i n e d  i n  s e s s i o n .  

By l a t e  A p r i l ,  however ,  t e n s i o n s  i n  T i b e t  began  
t o  i n c r e a s e  r a p i d l y .  On 23 A p r i l ,  a n  LRH u n i t  c h a r g e d  
t h a t  LRH members o f  t h e ' P e k i n g  s t u d y  c l a s s  were g u i l t y  
of " r i g h t  s p l i t t i s m "  and  " r i g h t  c a p i t u l a t i o n i s m "  f o r  
b a c k i n g  down o n  t h e  demands t h a t  Chou Jen - shan  be d e c l a r e d  
a " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e "  and  t h a t  J e n  J u n g  and t h e  T i b e t  
MR command be condemned fo r  r e p r e s s i n g  t h e  LRH i n  Febru-  
a r y  of 1967. I t  a l s o  demanded t h a t  J e n  be d i s m i s s e d  a s  
head of t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  and  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  d e c i s i o n s  of 
t h e  c l a s s  "must be s u b m i t t e d  fo r  o u r  c o n c u r r e n c e . "  The  
LRH b r a n c h  i n  S h i g a t s e  l e v e l l e d  i d e n t i c a l  c h a r  es on  5 
May, a d d i n g  t h a t ,  " u n l e s s  you [ r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  7 i m m e d i a t e l y  
reform, w e  w i l l  q u i c k l y  order  you back t o  T ibe t . "  

The  i n i t i a l  r e a c t i o n  i n  T i b e t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  13 

a n , a g r e e m e n t  had b e e n  r e a c h e d  and  I 
From L h a s a ,  

e v i n c e d  c lear  d i s p l e a s u r e  t h a t  t h e  
L R H c L J  
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The s p l i t  i n  t h e  LRH became w i d e r  a f t e r  Chou En- 
l a i ' s  4 May s t a t e m e n t  t h a t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG 
had n o t  y e t  d e c i d e d  Chou J e n - s h a n " s  f a t e ,  h e  would n o t  
be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  membersh ip  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
mittee when i t  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a C e n t r a l  
Commi t t ee  d i r e c t i v e  t h a t  J e n  J u n g  and  t h e  T i b e t  MR were 
n o t  t o  be a t t a c k e d .  On 5 and  7 May, Chang Kuo-hua s p o k e  
t o  t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s ,  and r e p e a t e d  t h e  order  t h a t  Chou Jen -  
s h a n  would be e x c l u d e d  from t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee. 

C h a n g ' s  s p e e c h e s  and  t h e  C e n t r a l  o rde r s  c a u s e d  
d i s a r r a y  i n  LRH r a n k s .  On 7 May, a n  u n i d e n t i f i e d  LRH 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  Lhasa  ordered t h e  LRH 2 0 t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
i n  T i e n c h u a n  (Szechwan) t o  obey  C h o u ' s  4 May i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  and  s t a t e d  t h a t  " b r a n c h e s  and h e a d q u a r t e r s  s h o u l d  
h o l d  r a l l i e s  t o  s i g n i f y  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  comply w i t h  and  
c a r r y  o u t "  t h e  order. However,  a n  LRH m i n o r i t y - - r e p o r t -  

' e d l y  t h e  Lhasa-based  lst ,  2nd,  a n d  4 t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s - -  
i s s u e d  a f o u r - p o i n t  " d e c i s i o n "  on 11 May r e c a l l i n g  a l l  
LRH members of t h e  P e k i n g  s t u d y  c l a s s ,  vowing c o n t i n u e d  
s u p p o r t  f o r  Chou J e n - s h a n ,  c r i t i c i z i n g  Chang Kuo-hua, 
and c a l l i n g  f o r  heavy a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  J e n  J u n g .  On 19 
May, a n o t h e r  LRH f a c t i o n  " c a n c e l l e d "  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l s  of 
its f o u r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  P e k i n g .  On t h e  22nd,  t h e  LRH 
9 t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  I t t h e  p l a n  fo r  t h e  [ L h a s a ]  
M u n i c i p a l  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  C o m m i t t e e  d e c i d e d  i n  P e k i n g  is 
n u l l  and  v o i d . "  

F i n a l l y ,  on  2 4  May, t h e  s t u d y  c l a s s  d e c i d e d  t o  
" t o p p l e "  Chou Jen - shan .  S e v e r e  f i g h t i n g  broke o u t  a g a i n  
i n  Lhasa  as  a r e su l t  of t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  and was p o s s i b l y  
e n c o u r a g e d  by a n  8 May d i r e c t i v e  w h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
T i b e t  q u e s t i o n  would be p u t  o n  t h e  back b u r n e r  u n t i l  
t h e  more u r g e n t  p rob lems  of Szechwan and F u k i e n  had been  
s o l v e d  ( t h u s  g i v i n g  t h e  LRH and GAH more t i m e  t o  t r y  t o  
knock  e a c h  o t h e r  o f f ) .  1 

un ' 4  J u n e ,  m a r t i a l  law was d e c l a r e d  i n  L h a s a ;  o n  about  
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9 J u n e ,  c i v i l  communica t ions  s h u t  down.* I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e  Lhasa -Pek ing  a i r l i n e  was g r o u n d e d ,  and  t h e  two major 
l a n d  r o u t e s  i n t o  T i b e t  were d i s r u p t e d  (br idges  d e s t r o y e d ,  
f i g h t i n g ,  a n d  f l o o d i n g ) .  

r e m a i n e d  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  p rov ince /au tonomous  
r e g i o n  l e v e l .  V i o l e n c e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  T i b e t - - v i o l e n c e  
t h a t  p r e c l u d e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  14 committees-- 
was n o t e d  i n  v a r y i n g  degrees n o t  o n l y  i n  these a r e a s ,  
b u t  a l so  i n  some areas  where  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
had b e e n  s e t  u p  for some time. T h i s ,  together w i t h  t h e  
imminent  p u r g e  of A c t i n g  PLA C h i e f  of Staff  Yang Cheng- 
w u ,  p r o v i d e d  a n o t h e r ,  a l b e i t  temporary,  s e t b a c k  t o  Mao's 
"grea t  s t r a t e g i c  p l a n  . I '  

As of 1 March 1968, 14 r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 

' I  
.b . ' !  

. .  . .  

*Normal r a d i o  communica t ions  s e r v i c e s  r e m a i n e d  o u t  
u n t i l  4 S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  e v e  of t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  
T i b e t  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Commit tee .  . .  

. . .  
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X. RECTIFYING THE RED GUARDS 

have been d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  n e a r l y  two yea r s .  
from t h e  r a n k s  of R e b e l  f i g h t e r s ,  I l a t e r  
became t h e  commander df some 400 comrades- 
in-arms. They a l l  gave me unreserved 
s u p p o r t ,  because I had fought  courageously 
i n  b a t t l e  and always been l o y a l  t o  our  
g r e a t  l e a d e r ,  Chairman Mao. However,. 
ca l ami ty  f e l l  upon m e  e a r l i e r  t h i s  month 
when I was dismissed from my l e a d e r s h i p  
p o s t  by t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  

'mis takes '  on c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n s .  I fee l  
v e r y  f r u s t r a t e d  and dejected because of 
t h i s  d i shonor  . . . There a r e  many Rebel 
l e a d e r s  who have committed mis takes  and 
t h u s  been dismissed. 

-- A Rebel i n  Ts ingtao ,  23 March 1968 

Ris ing  

8 

f l e v e l  on t h e  grounds t h a t  I had committed 

"Seize power i f  t h e  b a t t l e  is won. If 
l o s t ,  e n t e r  i n t o  an a l l i a n c e . ? '  

-- A Red'Guard headquarters i n  Golmo 
(Tsgnghai),  10 A p r i l  1968 

A. The "Twin Ev i l s "  of Anarchism and Fac t iona l i sm 

By means of t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  Peking, 12  more 
r evo lu t iona ry  committees were set up a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
level  dur ing  t h e  first f o u r  months of 1968, t h e r e b y  br ing-  
ing  t h e  t o t a l  t o  21 and l e a v i n g  e i g h t  y e t  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  
A t  t b e  same t i m e ,  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  " twin e v i l s ' ?  of 
anarchism and f a c t i o n a l i s m  was g r e a t l y  i n t e n s i f i e d ,  t h e  
purpose being t o  persuade  h o s t i l e  Red Guard and Revolution- 
a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  ge t  on With t h e  bus iness  of 
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forming " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s  ,'I r each ing  accords  
on which c a d r e s  were l l r evo lu t iona ry l '  and t h u s  e l i g i b l e  
f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  " three-way a l l i a n c e s ,  I' and defending 
and c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees a t  va r ious  
levels. 

An a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  dangers  posed by 
anarchism t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  complet ion of t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  appeared i n  t h e  25 February Peop le ' s  Dai ly .  
E n t i t l e d  "Anarchism Is t h e  P o l i t i c a l  Brldge L e a d w o  
Coun te r r evo lu t ion , "  t h e  a r t i c l e  complained t h a t :  

. . . i n  t h e  face of t h e  onslaught  of anarchism, 
someccomrades i n  our  r anks  cannot  resist t h e  
tempt8tkbnrdor  some immediate gains . . . Some 
people  no t  on ly  f a i l  t o  oppose anarchism, bu t ,  
s e e i n g  t h a t  some o t h e r  people  have "something 
t o  gain" from anarchism? a r e  even a f r a i d  of 
be ing  l e f t  out  of t h e  game, and a r e  apprehen- 
s i v e  t h a t  l tonce t h e  oppor tun i ty  is gone, i t  
w i l l  be hard  f o r  them t o  g e t  what  t hey  want." 

Turning next  t o  t h e  tact ics  employed by s u c h  people ,  t h e  
au tho r  s t a t e d :  

People  engaged i n  anarchism o f t e n  adopt  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  s l o g a n s  t o  cover  up t h e  bourgeois  
e s sence  of t h e i r  r e a c t i o n a r y  t r e n d  of thought :  
"What I am doing is r e b e l l i o n , "  ((1 am emanci- 
p a t i n g  myself , I 1  and "Oppose new enslavement!" 
Tbey become f u r i o u s  a s  soon a s  t h e y  are cri t-  
icized by o t h e r s ,  c lamoring,  "You a r e  s h i f t i n g  
t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  direct- 
i n g  t h e  spearhead  a t  t h e  masses," and s o  f o r t h .  

Nevertheless, i t  was argued t h a t  only "8 very small number 
of people  are going over  t o  t h e  s ide of c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n  
v i a  t h e  dangerous b r idge  of anarchism." W h i l e  such  people  
must be s u b j e c t e d  t o  " p r o l e t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r s h i p "  and I f r u t h -  
l e s s l y  suppressed,11 t h e  au tho r  maintained t h a t ,  " i n  most 
cases," t h o s e  in f luenced  by anarchism could  be saved  "as 
long a s  w e  p a t i e n t l y  c a r r y  out  i d e o l o g i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
work w i t h  them';" I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  Maoists s t i l l  f e l t  
t h a t  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  q u e l l  f a c t i o n a l  v io l ence  and 
r e o r d e r  t h e  r anks  of the L e f t  by e s s e n t i a l l y  pacif ic  means. 
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As noted  i n  t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r ,  t h e  method employed i n  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees--i.e.,  negot ia-  
t i o n s  invo lv ing  C e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  and p r o v i n c i a l  Bebels, 
t ' r evolu t ionary"  cadres, and PLA r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  an enforced ,  u n i l a t e r a l  f i a t  from above--were extremely 
complicated and time consuming. Moreover, t h e  committees 
were i n h e r e n t l y  u n s t a b l e ,  some more than  o t h e r s ,  because 
t h e i r  composi t ion was never  t o t a l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  
competing f a c t i o n a l  groups t h a t  desired t o  s e c u r e  f o r  them- 
s e l v e s  a dominant p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  new o r d e r  a t  t h e  expense 
of t h e i r  enemies.  

Accordingly,  t h e  defense  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees was a major concern  du r ing  e a r l y  
1968. On 18 February ,  i n  ah a t tempt  t o  g u r t h e r  remove t h e  
PLA from f a c t i o n a l  clashes and i n c r e a s e  its e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
i n  suppor t ing  t h e  committees, a C e n t r a l  Committee d i r e c t i v e  
ordered a l l  dependents  of m i l i t a r y  cadres t o  withdraw from 
mass o rgan iza t ions .  (The o rde r  was reiterated by t h e  MAC 
on 30 March.) On 4 March, a t  t h e  inaugura t ion  of t h e  MRC 
i n  Wuhsi (some 70 miles west-northwest of Shanghai) ,  Chang 
Chun-chiao, member of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG and head of t h e  
ShanghafjMRC, s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  "es tab l i shment  of t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  committee by no means i n d i c a t e s  t h e  end of t h e  
c lass  s t ruggle ,"  inasmuch a s  t h e  committee is "an extremely 
important  t a r g e t  of t h i s  s t r u g g l e . "  Hence, he s a i d ,  "We 
must  . . . u s e  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  means t b  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee . . . W *  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  Chang cau t ioned  h i s  audience t o  
remember t h a t  " t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee is a newborn 
e n t i t y  and w e  cannot  expect it t o  be born perfect, F o g  

*Chang w a s  fol lowed t o  t h e  rostrum by a " r e spons ib l e  
person" of l o c a l  PLA u n i t s ,  who avowed: "We r e s o l u t e l y  
suppor t  t h e  Wuhsi MRC and r e s o l u t e l y  p r o t e c t  its revolu-  
t i o n a r y  a u t h o r i t y .  We w i l l  g i v e  no q u a r t e r  t o  whoever 
dares t o  oppose t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee." 

-137- 

-T [ 1 
I 



p e r f e c t i o n  c a n  only  be achieved  g r a d u a l l y  i n  t h e  cour se  
of s t r u g g l e . "  Even more important  was Chang's demand 
t h a t  " there  must be a c o r r e c t  unders tanding  of t h e  n a t u r e  
of a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee11: "It is an o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  ho ld ing  power, and i t  c e r t a i n l y  is no t  
a c o u n c i l  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass organiza t ions ."  

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t  should  be noted t h a t  a f a i r  number 
of PRCS had been purged du r ing  r e c e n t  months, t h a t  such 
purges  have cont inued  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  time, and t h a t  t hey  
no doubt w i l l  con t inue  a s  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees a r e  
f u r t h e r  s t r e a m l i n e d  and c o n s o l i d a t e d .  With one o r  two 
e x c e p t i o n s ,  however, a s  of t h i s  w r i t i n g  (November 1968) 
t h e  purgees 'have  been r e l a t i v e l y  low-level 3 y p e s  who were 

' p r o b a b l y  engaged i n  a t t e m p t s  t o  f u r d h e r  t h e i r  own f o r t u n e s  
o r  t hose  of t h e i r  f a c t i o n s ,  t he reby  undermining t h e  author-  
i t y  and endangering t h e  a l r e a d y  tenuous s t a b i l i t y  of t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. 

Such s e l f - s e e k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  on t h e  p a r t  of some 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee members a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  who were 
not  named t o  t h e  committees (and t h u s  sought t o  o u s t  t h e  
incumbents),  were of unders tandable  concern t o  t h e  C e n t r a l  
l e a d e r s h i p ,  and t h i s  concern  was c l e a r l y  reflected i n  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  press. On 10 March, for -example ,  
t h e  Ts inan  Tachung (Masses) Da i ly  was extremely outspoken 
i n  its cri t icism of S h a n t u n g m l s .  "Even today,"  t h e  
e d i t o r i a l  decried, there a r e  people  " f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  
c o r e  of power and p o s i t i o n ,  d i z z y  w i t h  t h e i r  c r a v i n g  f o r  
'fame, power, and prof i t .  ''' More s p e c i f  ica1ly:- 

Leaders  of t h e  va r ious  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
u s u a l l y  can  nobly s h o u t  v e r y  loud s l o g a n s  
of " f i g h t  se l f  B n t e r e s i 7  and r e p u d i a t e  
rev is ionism.1t  However, when t h e  t i m e  comes 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  group f o r  t h e  
three-way a l l i a n c e ,  t h e y  a r e  no longer  what 
t h e y  seem t o  be. Leaders  of var ious  organi-  
z a t i o n s  of workers,  p e a s a n t s ,  and Red Guards, 
as w e l l  a s  c a d r e s ,  w i l l  a l l  speak out  i n  
f a v o r  of t h e i r  own o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and f i g h t  
f o r  membership i n  t h e  D e a d e r s h i g 7  group. 
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I n  conc lus ion ,  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  s u c c i n c t l y  c o n t r a s t e d  Mao's 
" l a t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s "  w i t h  t h e  Rebels' a c t i v i t i e s :  

W h i l e  Chairman Mao c a l l s  on u s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e , ' t h e y  t e n a c i o u s l y  
defend t h e i r  own s m a l l  s t rongho lds .  While  
Chairman Mao t e a c h e s  us  t o  t a l k  less about 
t h e  shortcomings of o t h e r s  and more about our 
own, t h e y  i m p l i c i t l y  a t t a c k  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  
and r e f u s e  t o  make c o n s c i e n t i o u s  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m .  
While Chairman Mao asks us  t o  grasp  r e v o l u t i o n  
and do a s t i l l  better job i n  a l l  f i e ld s ,  they  
c o n s t a n t l y  promote work s toppages  and suppress  
r e v o l u t i o n .  I n s t e a d  of fo l lowing  Chairman Mao's 
i n s t r u c t i o s s ,  t h e y  c a r r y  out  r e v o l u t i o n  accord ing  

' t o  t h e i r  own wish'es.* 

A s i m i l a r  l i n e  was propagandized i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  durltng 
much of March. I n  Kiangs i ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  d a i l y  publ i shed  
s e v e r a l  sp i r i t ed  defenses  of t h e  PRC. I n  Peking, there 
were demonst ra t ions  a g a i n s t  d i sg raced  P o l i t b u r o  member 
Tan Chen-lin and c a l l s  t o  defend H s i e h  Fu-ch ih  and t h e  
Peking MRC. On 20 March, t h e  Chekiang Dai ly  annhuhi?$d 
t h a t  t h e  PRC " w i l l  soon be born," w e l c o m h e  r e t u r n  of 
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  "Mao-study c l a s s "  from Peking, s t a t e d  t h a t  
"we shou ld  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  and develop r evo lu t ion -  
a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  three-way a l l i a n c e s  
and ushe r  in w i t h  a c t u a l  deeds t h e  founding of t h e  provin- 
c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee," and warned t h a t  "Kuomintang 
agents"  opposed t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  RRC. 

'," , . , :  

A t  t h e  same time, it is impor tan t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  when 
t h e  Maoists  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees, t h e y  d i d  no t  (nor  do t h e y  now) 
mean t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was n e a r i n g  an end. 
Although anarchism and f a c t i o n a l i s m  were roundly condemned,- 
so were o t h e r  l levils, tf  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  "bad ele- 
ments" were st i l l  hidden w i t h i n  t h e  r anks  of t h e  P a r t y  
( t h u s  i n d i c a t i n g  more purges) .  I n  suml t h e  Maoists  wanted: ' 

s u  D a i l v  of 7 March was even more t o  t h e  p o i n t :  *The &n . - _  -. . ._- . - . 
"Other  B t u d e n t d  do not  l i s t e n  t o  anyone. They do not  
l i s t e n  t o  t e a c h e r s ,  schoolmates ,  s c h o o l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees,  o r  even PLA t r a i n i n g  personnel .  They o f t e n  
s a y  B o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e g ,  'Who t h e  h e l l  a r e  you?'1t 
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(1)  t o  t e r m i n a t e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  mass a t t a c k s  on t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  committees;  (2) a s  r e q u i r e d ,  t o  purge and : 
s t r e a m l i n e  t h e  committees,  e i t he r  d i r e c t l y  from Peking 
or through c o n t i n u a l  personnel  s c r e e n i n g s  by t h e  committees 
themselves; (3) t o  p u t  an end t o  f a c t i o n a l  c l a s h e s ;  (4) t o  
s t i m u l a t e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  6 l a n  by f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  on those  
a l r e a d y  i n  d i s g r a c e ;  and ( 5 )  by means of "Mao-study" c l a s s e s ,  
conducted i n  some a r e a s  by worker-soldier-cadre propaganda 
teams, t o  c a r r y  ou t  " s t r u g g l e - c r i t  ic ism-transforma t ion" 
(criticism, self-criticism, reform) i n  a " p e n e t r a t i n g  way" 
w i t h i n  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  and o f f i c e s .  T 
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was t o  cont inue-- t ransformed,  goJ 

f a s h i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees and promote Rebel obedience t o  both  C e n t r a l  and I 

p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t y .  1 

abandoned-but i n  a more manageable, compartmental ize  . .  

B. I ' R i n h t i s t  Reversa l  of Verdicts" and t h e  Purge of 
Yann Chew-wu  

By mid-March, there w m e  s i g n s  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
I r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  once a g a i n  moving i n t o  a n o t h e r ,  more m i l i t a n t  

phase.  The d e s i d e r a t a  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  p reced ing  paragraph 
were no t  p u t  a s i d e ,  bu t  it became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Maoists 
f e l t  t h a t  t h e  emphasis on r e s t o r i n g  o r d e r  had l e d  many t o  
believe ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  hope) t h a t  there was l i t t l e  t o  'do 
t o  secure t h e  t lv ic tory ' f  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  save  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  remaining P E S  and s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  committees 
a t  a l l  levels .  Moreover, committee members seized upon 
t h e  o r d e r s  t o  defend and c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees a s  an organ of power t o  a t tempt  t o  s e c u r e  o r  
better t h e i r  own i n d i v i d u a l  f o r t u n e s .  T h i s  had l e d  t o  
i n s t a n c e s  of imperious behavior  of t h e  same t y p e  a s  had 
permeated t h e  P a r t y  Committees brought down by t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  e a r l i e r ,  conce r t ed  . 
a t t a c k s  on t h e  " twin e v i l s "  of anarchism and f a c t i o n a l i s m  
had a p p a r e n t l y  a l lowed "e r r an t "  cad res  t o  be a p p o i n t e d ' t o  
p o s i t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y  wi thout  having gone through t h e  
'I c l e a n s  ing" of s i n c e r e  Os t rugg lb -c r i  t icism-t r a n s f  orma t ion.  " 
Thus, t h e  danger  e x i s t e d  t h a t  s u c h  people  w e r e  no t  new 
Maoist  men, b u t  r a t h e r  were ( o r  would become) " r e v i s i o n i s t "  
a p p a r a t c h i k s  of t h e  Liu-Teng type .  
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An e a r l y  p u b l i c  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Maoists  were 
concerned about  t h e  l o s s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  was 
provided by t h e  fo l lowing  s t a t emen t  i n  t h e  b e l l w e t h e r  
Shanghai Wen H u i  Pa0 on 15 March: 

I n  t h i s  l i f e  and dea th  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  some 
comrades have r e l a x e d  t h e i r  v i g i l a n c e  say ing ,  
llEverything is q u i e t  now." F e e l i n g s  of s e c u r i t y  
and l e t h a r g y  have sprung up among these comrades. 
Even t h o s e  comrades aware of t h e  sugar-coated 
b u l l e t s  b e r s o n a l  p r o f i t ,  m a t e r i a l  i n c e n t i v e s ,  
etcA7 a r e  a f r a i d  t o  o rgan ize  t h e  broad masses 
t o  c o u n t e r a t t a c k .  They a re  a f r a i d  t o  d i s t u r b  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o s i t i o n  and o rde r  o r  t o  
d e s t r o y  t h e  a l l - r e d  appearance Ef t h e  revolu-  
t ionaryr"commi: t te7  and t h e  seemingly secure 
p o s i t i o n .  

On 20 March, t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  Peop le ' s  D a i l x  "Commentator" 
w a s  e f f u s i v e  i n  h i s  p r a i s e  of t h e  "g rea t  h i s t o r i c a l  m e r i t s "  
of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses ,  and noted  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c a d r e s  "must adopt  a c o r r e c t  a t t i t u d e  toward c r i t i c i sm 
from t h e  masses, a r e  o b l i g a t e d  t o  accept  criticism from 
t h e  masses, and have a b s o l u t e l y  no r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t h i s  
criticism." Observing t h a t  it was " q u i t e  obvious t h a t  
many c a d r e s  a r e  no t  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  prepared  f o r  t h i s  g r e a t  
f i u l t u r a L 7  r e v o l u t i o n , f f  t h e  au tho r  warned c a d r e s  t h a t  
there were on ly  two a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  t h e y  could  adopt w i t h  
r ega rd  t o  t h e i r  e r r o r s :  

The first i s s a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  c o r r e c t l y  and 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  conduct self-crft icism and 
l i s t e n  t o  cr i t ic ism from t h e  masses, t he reby  
winning t h e  unders tanding  and conf idence  of 
t h e  masses. The m a j o r i t y  of our cad res  h a v e  
adopted t h i s  a t t i t u d e .  The  o t h e r  is t o  r e i u s e  
t o  make c o r r e c t i o n s ,  ven t ing  one ' s  resentment  
and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  toward mass cri t icism, 
being cocky when t h e  oppor tun i ty  pe rmi t s ,  and 
compleQely nega t ing  t h e  mass  movement. Such 
people ,  haviag committed mis takes  but r e f u s i n g  
t o  c o r r e c t  them, a r e  bound t o  l o s e  t h e i r  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  s p i r i t  and go  a s t r a y .  
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By f a r  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a t  the s t a r t  
of t h e  new m i l i t a n t  phase c e n t e r e d ,  as one m i g h t  expec t ,  
around t h e  pe r son  of Madame Mao. On 15 March, a long w i t h  
Chou En- la i ,  C e n t r a l  CRG l e a d e r s ,  Madame L in  P iao ,  and 
o t h e r s ,  Madame Mao m e t  i n  stormy s e s s i o n  w i t h  l e a d e r s  of 
the Szechwan PRC P r e p a r a t o r y  Group (PG). The PG s t u d y  
c l a s s  was bogged down i n  a con t inu ing  d i s p u t e  over t h e  
p r e s e n t  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee's 10-point 
d e c i s i o n  on t h e  Szechwan problem of 7 May 1967. The  Madame 
(echoed by Chou) t o l d  t h e  c l a s s  t h a t  anyone who argued t h a t  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  was ou t  of d a t e  was a c t u a l l y  seek ing  t o  " r e v e r s e  
t h e  ve rd ic t s t1  on t h o s e  a l r e a d y  purged, and s h e  warned t h a t  
t h e  " r i g h t i s t  r e v e r s a l  of v e r d i c t s  is t h e  ch ief  danger 
throughout  t h e  coun t ry  . (I 
t o  t h e  Chekiang "Mao-study class" on t h e  eve  of its r e t u r n  
t o  Hangchow. A l m o s t  immediately,  t h e  danger  of "ver'dict 
reversal1f became t h e  major t h e m e  i n  t h e  Chekiang Dai ly  and 
o t h e r  pape r s .  On 29 March, t h e  Shanghai Wen H u i  Pao n o t  
only condemned t h e  "present  c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  adverse  
c u r r e n t "  and demanded t h a t  its proponents  be "completely 
crushed, ' I  bu t  a l s o ' s t a t e d  t h a t  "some b l a c k  cadres"  of Liu 
Shao-chi "have r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  o l d  p o s t s  d e s p i t e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  were overthrown . . .I1 Thus, another  
( l a t e  March) d i r ec t ive  from Mao w i t h  r ega rd  t o ' t h e  b a s i c  
way t o  b u i l d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committeestf:  

!i 
'I 

Three  days l a t e r ,  Madame Mao made t h e  same s t a t emen t  

The b a s i c  expe r i ence  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
is t h i s - - t h e y  a r e  three- fo ld :  they  have repre- 
s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s ,  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses. 
T h i s  forms a r e v o l u t i o n a r v  three-wav a l l i a n c e .  

. .  

The r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees should-  e x e r c i s e  
u n i f i e d  l e a d e r s h i p ,  e l i m i n a t e  redundant o r  
over lapping  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  f o l low 
t h e  p o l i c y  of b e t t e r  t r o o p s  and simpler admin- 
i s t r a t i o n ,  and organize  a r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  l e a d i n g  
g r o u p  which  keeps i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  masses. 
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The  b a s i c  r easons  why t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  moved 
t o  t h e  l e f t  i n  March may w e l l  have been Mao's doubts  a s  t o  
t h e  l o y a l t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  of some r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee 
members, as  well a s  h i s  fear that  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r  was 
on t h e  wane. However, the  proximate cause  was pnobably an 
i n c i d e n t  t h a t  occur red  on t h e  evening of 7 March and does 
much t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  Madame's v i t u p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  fo l lowing  
week. 

The  a f f a i r  was made p u b l i c  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  hours of 
25 March when Mdo, Lin ,  Chou, Madame Mao, and o t h e r  l e a d e r s  
m e t  w i t h  PLA cadres  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  level  and above. I n  a 
long,  emotional  speech,  L in  condemned Act ing PLA Chief of 
S t a f f  Yang Cheng-wu, A i r  Force  Commissar Yu Li-chin,  and 
Peking Gar r i son  Commander Fu Chung-pi f o r  a mul t i t ude  of 
crimes--"mounts in-topism, e double- dea l ing ,  s e c t a r i a n i s m ,  
ind iv idua l i sm,  f a c t i o n a l i s m , "  etc.--and announced Yu's 
a r r e s t  and t h e  d i s m i s s a l  of Yang and Fu, a s  w e l l  as t h e  
appointment of Kwangtung PRC head Huang Yung-sheng a s  t h e  
new Chief of S t a f f .  

The f u l l  s t o r y  of Yang's "crimesvF is n o t  known, b u t  
i t  is clear  from L i n ' s  speech t h a t  Yang r a n  a f o u l  of t h e  
Madame: 

Without t h e  consent  of r e s p o n s i b l e  members of 
t h e  CRG, he  induced Fu t o  go t o  t h e  o f f i c e s  
of t h e  CRG and seize people  f i o s s i b l y  s t a f f e r s ,  
p o s s i b l y  l o c a l  o r  l i a i s i n g  R e d  Guard#. H e  
opposed Chiang Ching and compiled b lack  d a t a  
concerning LFiefl . . . 

And when Madame Mao warned t h a t  "we m u s t  s t i l l  seize Yang 
Cheng-wu's b lack  backers , "  h e r . c o n t i n u i n g  i n f l u e n c e  a s  
one of t h e  t o p  l e a d e r s  a t  t h e  Center  w a s  demonstrated by 
L i n  and Chou: 

(Lin)  : "Whoever opposes Chairman Mao, t h e  P a r t y  
C e n t r a l ,  and t h e  Cen t ra l  CRG w i l l  be knocked 
down. Learn .from Comrade Chiang Ching; show 
deep r e s p e c t  for Chiang Ching."  

(Chou): "Vow y w r  l i f e  and f r e s h  blood t o  
p r o t e c t  Comrade Chiang Ching." 
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T h e  f a c t  t h a t  no "black backers"  were dragged ou t  would 
seem t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  there were none,* and t h a t  Yang was 
purged f o r  exceeding h i s  a u t h o r i t y  ( reasons  unknown) by 
v i o l a t i n g  t h e  Madame's b a i l i w i c k .  

meet ing,  p r e c i s  of t h e  s e v e r a l  speeches  were forwarded t o  
Red Guard and Revolu t ionary  Rebel gtroups throughout  t h e  
count ry .  A t  t h e  same time, t h e  n a t i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  
p r e s s  gave f u l l  p l a y  t o  smashing t h e  " e v i l  wind of r i g h t i s t  
r e v e r s a l  of verd ic t s , "  descr ibed a s  t h e  "genera l  o r i e n t a t  i o n  
of t h e  c u r r e n t  s t r u g g l e , I '  as w e l l  as emphasizing t h e  Madame's 
h i g h  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  leadersh ip- - the  7 A p r i l  Peking Dai ly ,  
f o r  example, desc r ibed  both  L i n  P i a o  and Chiang Ching a s  
Mao's l t c l o s e  comrades-in-arms.ll 

Immediately upon t h e  conc lus ion  of t h e  25 March 

Whi le  t h e  " a n t i - r i g h t i s t "  campaign t h a t  began i n  
March had t h e  "genera l  o r i e n t a t i o n "  noted above, i t  was 
n o t  in tended  t o  k i c k  o f f  a n o t h e r  ful l -blown a s s a u l t  on 
a u t h o r i t y  s u c h  as had been a u t h o r i z e d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  months 
of 1966. Rather ,  Mao's desire was t o  con t inue  t o  r e v i v i f y  
t h e  " r evo lu t iona ry  L e f t "  and select ively purge t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  committees;  t h a t  is, t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
was t o  c o n t i n u e ,  and t o  deepen a s  necessary .  

d u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1968 is provided by a 10-point 
d e c i s i o n  i s sued  on 2 Apr i l  by a Shantung PRC-sponsored 
congress  of p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  Noting t h a t  
t t r i g h t - d e v i a t i o n i s t  s p l i t t i s m  and r i g h t - d e v i a t i o n i s t  
r e v e r s a l  of c o r r e c t  verdicts a r e  t h e  main danger a t  
p r e s e n t , "  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  warned t h a t  " t h i s  compl ica ted  
c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  must no t  be t r e a t e d  a s  a s imple  matter"  
and p r a i s e d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  three "coun te r r evo lu t iona ry  

An e x c e l l e n t  example of Mao's d u a l i s t i c  s t r a t e g y  

. . .  . .  
( .  ' .. ... 
.. . 
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double-dealers"  on t h e  PRC had been purged. Th i s  p roved  
t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  " i n  Shantung, a s  i n  t h e  rest of t h e  
n a t i o n ,  is very f ine."  

*However, i t  does appear  t h a t  Vice-premier N i e h  Jung- 
. -  then ques t ioned  t h e  t l i s m i s s n l  of Yang. 
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The remainder  of t h e  document s p e l l s  ou t  t h e  c o r r e c t  
t a c t i c s  by  which  t o  c a r r y  ou t  Mao's " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e  
and l a t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s . "  These  t a c t i c s  a r e  of i n t e r e s t ,  
for t h e y  p rov ide  f u r t h e r  evidence t h a t  Mao sought a con- 
t r o l l e d ,  compartmental ized r e v o l u t i o n a r y  upsurge,  and & 
ano the r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  L e f t i s t  ons laught .  I n t e r  a l i a ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  d e c i s i o n  included t h e  fo l lowing:  

(1) F u r t h e r  c o n s o l i d a t e  and develop  t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e  and three-way a l l i a n c e .  
Oppose pe t ty-bourgeois  f a c t i o n a l i s m  and 
anarchism. 

(2) Do w e l l  i n  s t rugg le -c r i t i c i sm- t r ans fo rma t ion  
i n  our  own u n i t s ,  us ing  Chairman Mao's revolu- 
t i o n a r y  l i n e  a s  our weapon. This i s - ' t h e  g e n e r a l  
o r i e n t a t i o n  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  

. c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  

(3) U n i u e r s i t i e s b  c o l l e g e s ,  and s c h o o l s  must 
make r e v o l u t i o n  by  resuming c l a s s e s .  

(4) R e c t i f y  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and s t r e n g t h e n  
P a r t y  b u i l d i n g .  Revolut ionary committees a t  
a l l  l e v e l s  . . . should  c r e a t e  s u i t a b l e  condi- 
t i o n s  f o r  t h e  admission i n t o  t h e  P a r t y  of 
advanced e lements  who have emerged dur ing  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  

( 5 )  A l l  r enegades ,  s p e c i a l  a g e n t s ,  c a p i t a l i s t -  
r o a d e r s ,  and l and lo rds ,  r i c h  p e a s a n t s ,  
counterrevolutionaries, bad e lements ,  and 
r i g h t i s t s  must be completely e x p e l l e d  from 
t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  These mass ormniza- 
t i o n s  shou ld  be concerned w i t h  t h e  P u r i f i c a t i o n  
of on lv  t h e  i r  own rank s. an d l e t  o t h e r  oraani -  
2-e- D u r u c a t m .  
They must n o t ' v o k e  t h e i r  noses  i n t o  bHi%r 
p e o p l e ' s  a f f a i r s ,  let a l o n e  a r r e s t  members 
of o t h e r  o r a a n i z a t i o n s .  

(6)  P r o l e t a r i a n  d i c t a t o r s h i p  must be f u r t h e r  
s t r e n g t h e n e d  . . . Form c l o s e  a rmy-c iv i l ian  
u n i t y  . 
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( 7 )  Speed up t h e  r e v o l u t i o n i z a t i o n  of l e a d e r s h i b  
groups.  Members of these groups m u s t  go deep 
among t h e  masses  and t a k e  p a r t  i n  p r o d u c t i v e  
l a b o r ,  modestly l e a r n  from t h e  masses and be 
t h e i r  w i l l i n g  p u p i l s ,  and encourage t h e  masses 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  management of s t a t e  
a f f a i r s  and t o  exercise s u p e r v i s i o n  over t h e  
upper levels.  

By l a t e  A p r i l ,  p r o v i n c i a l  media were g i v i n g  e x t e n s i v e  
p l a y  t o  t h e  theme t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  m u s t  
be g i v e n  meaningful r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees and subject t h e  committees t o  s u p e r v i s i o n  from below. 
However, i t  was emphasized t h a t  such  s u p e r v i s i o n  m u s t  be 
based on " s i n c e r e  concern1t and t h a t  cri t icism be "cons t ruc-  
t i v e " '  and made w i t h  "good i n t e n t i o n s  . I t  Mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
were t o l d  t h a t  t h e y  must " c h e r i s h ,  suppor t ,  and r e f r a i n  
from undermining" t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit tees ,  and t h a t ,  
p e r  t h e  10 May Wen H u i  Pao, t h e  "greatest suppor t t t  t h a t  
t h e  Rebels can  g i v e  t o  t h e  committees is t o  " r e s o l u t e l y  
overcome and oppose r i g h t - a n a r c h i s t  t endenc ie s . "  Rebel 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees were 
warned t h a t  they  I1must under  no c i rcumstances  work f o r  
t h e  i n t e r e s t  of one p a r t i c u l a r  group or' c o n t r o l  t h e  p o l i t -  
i c a l  power f o r  one s m a l l  group.'' Rather ,  t h e y  "must  l e a r n  
from t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  PLA and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
c a d r e s  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  of h u m i l i t y . "  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  a s  no ted  ear l ier ,  it was q u i t e  
c l e a r  t h a t  Mao was no t  demanding t h e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  de fense  
of a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee members, bu t  rather t h e  
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o f t h e  committees a s  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n .  Thus, Mao c a l l e d  on t h e  committees t o  f o l l o w  
t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of "better t r o o p s  and s impler  admin i s t r a -  
t iontl--a fo rmula t ion  which would permit t h e  removal of 
a l l  t h o s e  suspec ted  of d i s l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  o r d e r .  The watchdog ro l e  a s s igned  t o  t h e  Rebels was 
emphasized, and committee members were c a u t i o n e d  a g a i n s t  
assuming t h a t  t h e y  were home free w i t h  t h e i r  t e n u r e  
a s s u r e d .  As t h e  6 May Wen Hui Pao p u t  i t :  
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Some comrades b e l i e v e  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  founding 
of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee, t h e  h i s t o r i c  
t a s k s  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
have been f u l f i l l e d  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  can  
be disbanded.  Th i s  v i e w  is completely wrong. 
The h i s t o r i c  t a s k s  h a v e  not  been completed. 
Revolu t ionary  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  mus t  n o t  . 
be disbanded;  t h e y  must be f u r t h e r  conso l i -  
d a t e d  . . . , B o f l  t h e  p a t h  of r e v o l u t i o n  
s t re tches  f a r  over  t h e  hor izon  and t h e  work 
remains more d i f f i c u l t  and more magnif icent  . . . 

Mao's c0nr ; ro l lea  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

The "Three L e s s  and One Harmony"--meaning 
having less t a l k ,  less expres s ion  of v i e w s ,  
less tramping on o t h e r . p e o p l e ' s  t o e s ,  and 
be ing  peace- loving--are 's igns of r i g h t i s t  
c a p i t u l a t i o n i s m .  They should  evoke h igh  
v i g i l a n c e  from us.  I n  a c l a s s  s o c i e t y ,  i t  
is a daydream t o  long  f o r  p e a c e f u l  d a y s  devoid 
of class s t r u g g l e .  
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C. Mao Cracks Down 

The most ominous development t o  r e s u l t  from t h e  
"an t  i-r i g h t  is t" campa ign and t h e  purge of Yang Cheng-wu 
was t h e  c o n f l a g r a t i o n  i n  Kwangsi. I n  f a c t ,  i t  appears  t h a t  
t he  s i t u a t i o n  there was t h e  f i n a l  ou t r age  t h a t  caused Mao 
t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  PLA t o  move f o r c e f u l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  warr ing  
Red Guard f a c t i o n s  throughout  t h e  coun t ry .  

By e a r l y  May, t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Kwangsi had d e t e r i o r a t e d  
t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  du r ing  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  Chinese were r equ i r ed  t o  c u r t a i l  r a i l  ser- 
vice t o  North Vietnam. O v e r  t h e  next  month and more, 
Vietnam-bound f r e i g h t  and passenger  t r a f f i c  was d i s r u p t e d ,  
arms shipments  r a ided ,  t r a i n s  d e r a i l e d ,  bridges blown, 
and passengers  ( i n c l u d i n g  f o r e i g n e r s )  robbed, kidnapped, 
o r  s h o t ,  The  main b o t t l e n e c k  e x i s t e d  a t  Liuchou, where 
t h e  22 April-Rebel Army a f f i l i a t e ,  t h e  Workers' and 
Technic ians '  A l l i a n c e  of t h e  Liuchou Railway Administra- 
t i o n ,  and t h e  Grea t  A l l i a n c e  Command a l l y ,  t h e  Kang Lien- 
c h i h  ( S t e e l  A l l i a n c e  Command?) had between them seized 
over 11,000 cases of amqunition and 6,000 r i f les  d e s t i n e d  
f o r  North Vietnam. According t o  a r e s i d e n t ,  subsequent  
f i g h t i n g  "des t royed  t h e  e n t i r e  c i t y  s o u t h  of t h e  D s u d  
R i v e r .  'I 

To t h e  eas t ,  t h e  c i t y  of Wuchou (a f e w  miles from 
t h e  Kwangtung border )  was v i r t u a l l y  g u t t e d  i n  a series of 
p i t c h e d  b a t t l e s  between t h e  Rebel Army and t h e  Grea t  A l l i -  
ance Command, r e p o r t e d l y  l eav ing  some 10,000-20,000 
homeless. By t h e  second week of June ,  a f t e r  more than  
three weeks of f i g h t i n g ,  t h e  Rebel Army had been soundly 
de fea t ed .  However, more than  1,300 Rebel Army s u r v i v o r s  
f l e d  from Liuchou t o  Canton and o t h e r  Kwangtung munici- 
p a l i t i e s  w h e r e  t h e y  j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e i r  Red F lag  a l l i e s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  E a s t  Wind f a c t i o n ,  t h u s  i n t e n s i f y i n g  t h e  
f i g h t i n g  i n  t h a t  p rov ince  as well .  On t o p  of it a l l ,  
heavy r a i n s  caused  s e v e r e  f l o o d i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  sou the rn  
provinces  d u r i n g  June .  

I n  an a t t e m p t  t o  s t o p  t h e  f i g h t i n g ,  a f i v e - p o i n t  
emergency d i r e c t i v e  on t h e  Kwangsi s i t u a t i o n  was i s s u e d  
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on 13 June  by t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  S t a t e  Counci l ,  MAC, 
and C e n t r a l  CRG. The  d i r e c t i v e  ordered  an immediate h a l t  
t o  f i g h t i n g  a long  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  a l l  s t o l e n  ordnance t o  be 
r e tu rned ,  and a l l  r a i lway  workers t o  r e t u r n  t o  v o r k .  The 
Rebels were g iven  8 chance t o  coope ra t e  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  f o r  
t h e  d i r e c t i v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  "if t h e  chiefs of t h e  two f a c t i o n s  
c a r r y  ou t  these o r d e r s ,  t h e y  w i l l  no t  be punished even 
through t h e y  have committed s e r i o u s  crimes." 
Chou En- la i  t e lephoned Kwangsi a u t h o r i t i e s  and demanded 
t h a t  r a i l  service be normalized i n  Liuchou w i t h i n  7 2  houra.  
F i n a l l y ,  on 3 J u l y ,  ano the r  and still  tougher  C e n t r a l  
d i r e c t i v e  (approved by Mao) was i s sued  on t h e  Kwangsi 
problem, r e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  b a s i c  p o i n t s  of t h e  13 June o r d e r ,  
but t h i s  t i m e  withdrawing a b s o l u t i o n  of Rebel l e a d e r s  ahd 
condemning t h e i r  cont inued  d isobedi -  
ence.  Never the less  r a i l  ou tages  were noted i n  Kwangsi 

On 19 June ,  

as l a t e  as 25 J u l y .  J 

The crackdown he ra lded  by t h e  13 June  d i r e c t i v e  
was soon reflected i n  t h e  p u b l i c  media. On 20 June,  
Wen Hui Pao c a l l e d  f o r  an " a n t i - s p l i t t i s t  red typhoonvi 
a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who would engage i n  armed s t rugg le  and 
" d i v i d e ,  demoral ize ,  and pa ra lyze i i  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees. The first t a s k  i n  t h l s  r ega rd ,  accord ing  
t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  Shanghai j o u r n a l ,  was t o  l lconsol i -  
d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees a t  a l l  l e v e l s  .* I  E d i t o r i -  
a l s  i n  o t h e r  p r o v i n c i a l  newspapers echoed t h e  Wen H u i  Pao 
theme:; and throughout  J u l y  and Augus t  gave heavy emphasis 
t o s a  quo te  from Mao's 1939 a r t i c l e  commemorating t h e  
t w e n t i e t h  ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  May Four th  Movement: 

How shou ld  w e  judge whether  a youth is revo- 
l u t i o n a r y ?  How c a n  w e  t e l l?  Them can  only 
be one c r i t e r i o n ,  namely, whether  o r  n o t  he  is 
w i l l i n g  t o  i n t e g r a t e  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  broad 

*On 25 J u l y ,  ChOu, Kang Sheng, Chen Po-ta,  and o t h e r  
l e a d e r s  met w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  Kwangsi f a c t i o n s .  
Kang and Chou took t h e  l e a d  i n  condemning both f a c t i o n s ,  
w i t h  t h e  Rebel Army coming i n  f o r  t h e  most s c a t h i n g  denun- 
c i a t i o n  because of its connect ions  w i t h  t h e  Canton Red 
F l a g i s t s  a s  well a s  w i t h  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  "Anti-Communist 
Na t iona l  S a l v a t i o n  Corps.1f The l a t t e r  is no t  known t o  
have a c t u a l l y  e x i s t e d ,  and is probably  a phantom organi-  
z a t i o n  t h a t  provided t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  w i t h  a prima f a c i e  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  d r a s t i c  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  r e c a l c i t r a n t  
f a c t  i o n s .  
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masses of workers  and p e a s a n t s  and does 
so i n  p r a c t i c e .  If he  is w i l l i n g  t o  do so 
and a c t u a l l y  does s o ,  he  is a r e v o l u t i o n a r y ;  
o t h e r w i s e ,  he is nonrevo lu t iona ry  or coun te r -  
r g v o l u t  i ona ry .  

Kwangtung was one of t h e  first p rov inces  i n  w h i c h  
t h e  PLA moved f o r c e f u l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  war r ing  Rebel f a c t i o n s 0  
On o r  about  8 J u l y ,  a so ld i e r  w a s  f a t a l l y  stabbed i n  a d i s -  
p u t e  w i t h  some Canton Red Guards.  Comrades of t h e  deceased 
p r o t e s t e d  t o  t h e  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  and on 11 J u l y ,  a j o i n t  
d i r e c t i v e  i s s u e d  by t h e  Kwangtung PRC, Canton MRC, and t h e  
Canton PLA orde*red: 

(1) 
c 1 osed ; 

a l l  f a c t i o n  headquar t e r s  and o f f i c e s  t o  be 

(2) a l l  defenses and loudspeakers  a t  f a c t i o n  
s t r o n g p o i n t s  t o  be removed; 

(3)  a l l  s t o l e n  weapons and v e h i c l e s  t o  be 
re  t u r n e d  ; 

( 4 )  
Kwangtung Red Guards t o  be s h u t  down; 

a l l  rel ief s t a t i o n s  set  up for  non- 

. (5) a l l  r u r a l  youth t o  l e a v e  Canton and 
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ;  

( 0 )  a l l  PLA and w o r k e r . c o n t r o 1  squads  t o  be 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  . . . c o n t r o l l i n g  t r a f f i c  and 
r e s t o r i n g  communications; 

( 7 )  a l l  c l a s s  enemies t o  be s t r u c k  down; 

(8 )  a l l  spies t o  be prevented  from e n t e r i n g  
Canton t o  c a u s e  t rouble  and i n c i t e  v io l ence .  

Also  on 11 J u l y ,  t h e  two main f a c t i o n s  in Canton p u t  
up  p o s t e r s  announcing t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  s q u a r e  o f f  a g a i n  
on 15 J u l y .  The Kwangtung PRC r e p o r t e d  t h i s  t o  Peking,  
and a d e l e g a t i o n  from t h e  c a p i t a l  a r r i v e d  i n  Canton on 
13 J u l y  w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from " t h e  h i g h e s t  a u t h o r i t y "  
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t h a t  t h e  f i g h t  would no t  be t o l e r a t e d  and t h a t  both t h e  
PRC and t h e  Canton MRC would be h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  i f  it 
d i d  occur .  That  same day, PIA u n i t s  began t o  f i r e  on 
Red Guards i n  Canton and other Kwangtung c i t i e s .  

i n t t o  c l o s e  down f a c t i o n a l  headquar t e r s .  The squads  were 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  a g g r e s s i v e  a g a i n s t  Red F l a g  o f f i c e s  and per- 
sonne l ,  and ev inced  no qualms about  s h o o t i n g  o r  a r r e s t i n g  
those who res is ted.  Red F l a g i s t  appea l s  t o  o s t e n s i b l e  
protectors i n  Peking went unanswered, and by 22 \ Ju ly ,  
Canton r e s i d e n t s  reported t h a t  f a c t i o n a l  c o n f l i c t  had 
"on the  whole d i e d  down t o  s p o r a d i c  i n c i d e n t s , "  Rebels 
had 'been  f o r c e d  t o  r e t u r n  to'.work, and t h a t  most f a c t o r i e s  
had resumed p roduc t ion .  S t u d e n t s  a t  Chungshan U n i v e r s i t y  
who denounced t h e  crackdown a s  noth ing  less than  "suppres- 
s ion"  were soon "welcomingf1 a 2,000-man "propaganda team" 
which  had been s e n t  t o  Chungshan t o  "g ive  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
a c l e a r  p i c t u r e  of t h e  new s i t u a t i o n . "  Res iden t s  were 
ordered t o  r e p o r t  t h e  whereabouts of a l l  non-local  Red 
Guards so t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  be depor ted ,  and t h e  PLA 
crackdown on Kwangsi Red Guards and refugees was most 
severe. On 10 A u g u s t ,  t h e  Canton MRC o rde red  a l l  Red 
Guard and Revolu t ionary  Rebel f a c t i o n s  t o  d i s s o l v e  and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  no such  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would be al lowed hence- 
f o r t h .  I n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  such  Red Guard a c t i v i t y  a s  was 
permit ted would be under  t h e  a e g i s  of t h e  Canton Red 
Guard Congress.  

and major c i t i es  dur ing  J u l y  and August,  On 18 J u l y ,  t h e  
Peking MRC ordered  a h a l t  t o  "rumors, street news, and 
c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  demagoguery," and s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t i v i t y "  must be based s o l e l y  on t h e  
"p la t form and pol ic ies  of t h e  Par ty"  a s  set f o r t h  i n  the 
Peop le ' s  Dai ly ,  Red F lag ,  and t h e  L i b e r a t i o n  Army Dai ly .  
On t h e  22nd, a Peop le ' s  Dai ly  " E d i t o r ' s  Note"' warned 
"co l l ege  s t u d e n t s  who look down on t h e  workers and pea- 
s a n t s  and t h i n k  t h e m s e l v e s  great t o  t h r o w  o f f  their  
a f f e c t e d  airs." F i v e  days l a t e r ,  t h e  first worker-peasant 
propaganda "team" a r r i v e d  on t h e  Tsinghua campus, and 
Mao's 5 August p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  mangoes 

By 15 J u l y ,  PLA-worker c o n t r o l  squads  were moving 

S i m i l a r  crackdowns were noted  i n  o ther  provinces  
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t o  t h e  'fteam,tl* a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p u b l i c i t y  ad nauseam con- 
c e r n i n g  t h e  g i f t ,  provided f u r t h e r  evidence t h a t  t h e  working 
c l a s s  (backed by t h e  PIA) had r e p l a c e d  t h e  Red Guards as 
Mao's r e v o l u t i o n a r y  vanguard, 

Mao) w a s  i s s u e d  concerning t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Shens i  Province ,  
where llcounterrevolutionariesll were accused of bank r o b b e r i e s ,  
a reon ,  a u t o  t h e f t ,  i n c e s s a n t  a t t a c k s  on PLA u n i t s ,  and 
r e f u s a l  t o  car ry  out  C e n t r a l  Committee and C e n t r a l  CRG 
o r d e r s .  Accordingly,  t h e  direct ive ordered:  a l l  "bad ele- 
ments" t o  be s e v e r e l y  punished; armed s t r u g g l e  t o  s t o p  
immediately and " a l l  bands formed s p e c i a l l y  f o r  armed .:* 

s t r u g g l e  disbanded;  a l l  s t o l e n  monies, weapons and equip: -' 
ment r e t u r n e d  and product ion  resumed; and I f a l l  mass organi-  
z a t i o n s ,  c o l l e c t i v e s ,  and i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  thoroughly and 
e a r n e s t l y  c a r r y  ou t  t h e  '3 J u l y  D i r e c t i v e '  D e g a r d i n g  
Kwangsg  approved by . . . Mao, and in no way v i o l a t e  it." 
I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  Kwangsi d i r e c t i v e  was not m e a h t ' t o  
apply  t o  t h a t  a r e a  a lone .  

On 24 J u l y ,  ano the r  C e n t r a l  d i r e c t i p e  (approved by 

F i n a l l y ,  on 28 J u l y ,  Mao made it unmistakably c l e a r  
t h a t  he would n o t  t o l e r a t e  f u r t h e r  Red Guard excesses .  I n  
a f ive-hour  meeting w i t h  Nieh Yuan-tzu and o t h e r  Red Guard 
leadera:,.Mao cr i t ic ized t h e  young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  f o r  
engaging i n  armed s t r u g g l e  ra ther  t h a n  l l s t rugg le -c r i t i c i sm-  
t r ans fo rma t ion"  i n  t h e i r  own u n i t s ,  and warned them t h a t  

*The f u l l  name of t h  e 'I'singhua group is , t h e  "Capi ta l  
Worker-Peasant Thought of Mao Tse-tung Propaganda Team" 
(phou-tu kuna-nune: Mao Tse-tung szu-hsianp; hsuan-chuan t u i ) .  
I n  o t h e r  a r e a s ,  s u c h  u n i t s  a r e  known a s  ''Worker" Teams, 
llWorker-Peasant-Soldierlt Teams, o r  vlPeasanttl  Teams. "Team, 

. .  
. .  

a l though an a c c u r a t e  t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  Chinese t u i ,  is 
misleading .  The s i ze  of t h e  teams depends upon t h e  s ize  
of t h e  s c h o o l  o r  u n i t  t o  which they  a r e  ass igned ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h e  magnitude of t h e  problems t h e y  a r e  expected t o  
r e s o l v e .  Thus i n  some c a s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  l a r g e  uni- 
vers i t ies ,  t h e  teams have s e v e r a l  thousand members, o f t e n  
armed and always w i t h  PLA suppor t  on hand o r  i n  ready 
reserve. 
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t h e y  had d ivo rced  themse lves  from " t h e  m a j o r i t y  of workers ,  
peasan t s ,  s o l d i e r s ,  and s tuden t s .g1  H e  t h e n  enumerated 
f o u r  ways  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  could be handled: 

(1) implement m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l ;  

(2) one d i v i d e  i n t o  two ( i . e . ,  two f a c t i o n s  
may s p l i t  i n t o  two schoo l s ,  occupying two 
p l a c e s )  : 

(31, s t r u g g l e ,  c r i t i c ize ,  and l eave ;  

(4) 
one f a c t i o n  is completely victoriou_s7, 

c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r ike  out  f i resumably u n t i l  

However, Mao had a l r e a d y  demonstrated-=in T i b e t ,  Kwangtung, 
and w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  propaganda team a t  Tsinghua-- 
t h a t  m i l i t a r y  o r  semi-mi l i ta ry  c o n t r o l  was h i s  answer t o  
con t inu ing  d isobedience .  

L a s t l y ,  Mao turned  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  r e c e n t  

There a r e  t h o s e  who say, "The Kwangsi d i r e c t i v e  
appl ies  only t o  Kwangsi and t h e  Shens i  d i r e c t i v e  
appl ies  on ly  t o  Shens i ;  t h e y  do not  apply t o  us  
here." Thus ,  I n ow i s s u e  ano the r  nat ionwide 
d i r e c t i v e :  If anyone con t inues  t o  disobey,  
s t r ike  a t  t h e  PLA, d e s t r o y  communications o r  
set f ires,  he  is committing a crime, If a s m a l l  
number of people  do not  heed t h i s  adv ice  and 
i n s i s t  on n o t  changing, t hey  a r e  bandi ts-=they 
a r e  of t h e  Kuomintang. They must be surrounded 
and i f  t hey  con t inue  t h e i r  s t u b b o r n  r e s i s t a n c e  
t h e y  w i l l  b e a n n i h i l  ated. 

d i r e c t i v e s  on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Kwangsi and Shensi :  

L in  P i a 0  then  c r i t i c i zed  t h e  Red Guards f o r  " f a i l i n g  t o  
see what is r e q u i r e d  . . . a t  e a c h  s t a g e  of t h e  g r e a t  c u l -  
t u r a l  r evo lu t ion"  and warned them t h a t  " t h i s  time, i f  
anyone s t i l l  t u r n s  a deaf e a r ,  it w i l l  be a very grave 
e r r o r . "  As if t o  emphasize t h e  p o i n t ,  two days l a t e r ,  
when a Rebel f a c t i o n  i n  Lienyang (Kwangtung) r e f u s e d  t o  
s t o p  f i g h t i n g  and s u r r e n d e r  its arms, t h e  PLA r e p o r t e d l y  
surrounded t h e  town and des t royed  it w i t h  mortar  and 
machinegun f ire,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  d e a t h  o r  i n j u r y  of 
"about a thousand people." 
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Twice  before ,  i n  February and September of 1967, 
Mao had exhor ted  t h e  Rebels t o  reform themselves ,  purge 
t h e i r  own ranks ,  and s t o p  t h e i r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  a t t a c k s  
on t h e  new o rde r ;  t h e y  had no t  done 30. A s  l a t e  as t h e  
Kwangsi directive of 13 June,  Mao o f f e r e d  a b s o l u t i o n  even 
t o  t h o s e  who had engaged i n  t h e  most murderous a c t i v i t y  of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  he  w a s  ignored--worse still, some 
c a l l e d  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  a f r a u d u l e n t  document,. The R e d  Guards 
and Revolut ionary Rebels, i f  allowed t o  c o n t i n u e  as autono- 
mous, s e l f = s e e k i n g ,  and h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s ,  no t  on ly  imperi led 
what had a l r e a d y  been achieved ,  but  a l s o  made it imposs ib le  
f o r  Mao t o  proceed w i t h  t h e  r a d i c a l  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of Chinese 
s o c i e t y  accord ing  t o  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  obsess ion .  

By e a r l y  August, t h e  impact of Mao's J u l y  d i r e c t i v e s  
was being f e l t  by Red Guard and Revolut ionary Rebel f a c t i o n s  
throughout  t h e  coun t ry .  I n  s e v e r a l  p rovinces ,  mass r a l l i e s  
were staged a t  which  former ly  p r e s t i g i o u s  Rebel organiza-  
t ions--such as t h e  Honan "7 February Communetf and t h e  
K i r i n  "Changchun Communefr--announced t h e i r  l f g l o r i o u s  annul- 
ment" and "voluntary  disbandment," t h e  r eason  being t h a t  
worker, peasan t ,  and s t u d e n t  congresses  were "better a b l e  
t o  serve a s  t h e  l i n k  between t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees 
and t h e  masses."* As s ta ted  a t  one Changchun r a l l y ,  "When 
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  becomes incompat ib le  w i t h  t h e  
needs of t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  must be abol ished."  
T h i s  was t h e  case w i t h  autonomous Red Guard and Revolu- 
t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a s  they  c u t  a c r o s s  s c h o o l ,  
t r a d e ,  and occupa t iona l  l i n e s  and r a n  coun te r  t o  t h e  
p o l i c y  t h a t  demanded "strugg1e-criticism-transformationtf 
i n  i n d i v i d u a l  u n i t s .  

F 

Accordingly,  August saw worker-peasant propaganda 
teams descend on u n i v e r s i t i e s  and s c h o o l s  th roughout  China,  
a s  w e l l  as on a l l  f a c t o r i e s ,  i n s t i t u t e s ,  and u n i t s  w i t h  

*In  other areas, s u c h  a s  Kwangtung and Kwangsi, Peking 
declared some of t h e  more v i c i o u s  Red Guard organiza t ions- -  
f o r  example, t h e  Red F l a g  and t h e  22 April-Rebel Army-=to 
be "counter revolu t ionary"  rather t h a n  s imply "annuling" 
them. 
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Itold,  b ig ,  and d i f f i c u l t  problemstf--that is, a l l  u n i t s  
t h a t  had n o t  e f f e c t e d  l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  a l l i a n c e s "  and 

"three-way a l l i a n c e s . "  Soon t h e  press was replete w i t h  
demands t h a t  young i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and s t u d e n t s  shou ld  
"act as p u p i l s  of t h e  workers, peasan t s ,  and s o l d i e r s , "  
t h a t  t h e y  must proceed "down t o  t h e  coun t rys ide  and up 
t o  t h e  mountains" (hsia-hsiang shang-shan) , "settle i n  
r u r a l  areas where  problems abound," "make r e v o l u t i o n  t h e r e  
a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s , 1 1  and "be t h e  new peasan t s  of t h e  e r a  of 
Mao Tse-tung." The young u r b a n i t e s  who were t o  be p u r i f i e d  
i n  t h e  c r u c i b l e  of r u r a l  C h i n a  would doub t l e s s  agreec w i t h  
t h e  11 September People ' s  Daily-Red F l a g  e d i t o r i a l  s t a t emen t  
t h a t  " t h e  great  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  deepens: . . . f ihen  ig 
reaches  t h e  s t a g e  of struggle-crlticism-transformation.ll 
Hundreds of thousands of u n i v e r s i t y  and middle-school 
s t u d e n t s  were and con t inue  t o  be d i spa tched  t o  r u r a l  areas-  
communes, v i l l ages ,  mines, and PLA farms. I 

I I 
I cea a e p a r t u r e s  have been noted 

n o  I d  small .*  

On 18 August, t h e  second ann ive r sa ry  of t h e  Red 
Guards' p u b l i c  debut ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  p r e s s  
gave s c a n t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p a s t  "achievemenks" of t h e  
young m i l i t a n t s ,  but  r a t h e r  zeroed  i n  on t h e i r  defects 
and heaped p r a i s e  on t h e  workers and peasan t s  a s  t h e  
vanguard of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  A s  t h e  PeoDle's  Da i ly  
BUT, it: 
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. . . t h e  workers and peasan t s  have t h e  
g r e a t e s t  h a t r e d  f o r  t h e  e x p l o i t i n g  c l a s s e s ,  
a r e  most ready  t o  accep t  Marxism-Leninism, 
Mao Tse- tung 's  t h o u g h t ,  mount t h e  s t r o n g e s t  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c a p i t a l i s t  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  have 
t h e  best unde r s t and ing  of t h e  g r e a t  s i g n i f i -  
cance  of c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  of 
t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  and posses s  t h e  thoroughness  
and s t e a d f a s t n e s s  t o  con t inue  t o  make revoh 
l u t i o n  under t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  of t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t , .  . . The masses of t h e  Red 
Guards c a n  have a correct o r i e n t a t i o n  and 
c a r r y  t h e  c u r r e n t  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  through t o  t h e  end on ly  
by  i n t e g r a t i n g  w i t h  t h e L  main force-- the 
workers ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and so ld ie rs  armed w i t h  
thel . thought  of Mao Tse-tung . . . n h e y  mus27 
make t h e  workers  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s ,  s t e a d i l y  
remold t h e m s e l v e s  . . . , e a r n e s t l y  accep t  
t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  working c l a s s  . . . , 
fin5ii h e a r t i l y  welcome t h e  worker-peasant- 
s o l d i e r  . . . propaganda teams . . . 
O u r s  is a s t a t e  of t h e  d i c t a t o r s h i p ' o f  t h e  
p r o l e t a r i a t  and i t  does no t  need i n t e l l e c -  
t u a l s  who look  down on t h e  workers and 
p e a s a n t s  . . .* T h e  masses of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
young Red Guard f i g h t e r s  . . . should  make 
u p  t h e i r  minds t o  become p r o l e t a r i a n  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  . . . 

O t h e r  papers commented on t h e  "grea t  ignorance  of many 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s , "  s t a t i n g  t h a t  s u c h  people  a r e  I f a b s o l u t e l y  
useless." According t o  t h e  New Anhwei Da i ly  of 18 August: 

*This is a r e s t a t e m e n t  of t h e  "advice" con ta ined  i n  t h e  
22 J u l y  Peop le ' s  Da i ly  l f E d i t o r t s  Note." 
P a i l v  s t a t e d  on 27 August, a f t e r  condemning t h e  Red Guards 
f o r  "end le s s  see-saw b a t t l e s , "  "Even worse,  some c o l l e g e  
s t u d e n t s  have found it  d i f f i c u l t  t o  swallow what was 

As t h e  T s i n g h a i  

s a i d  i n  t h e  impor tan t  22 J u l y  ' E d i t o r ' s  Note' . . . II 
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I n  ou r  Red Guard r anks ,  there a r e  some who 
c o n s i d e r  themse lves  a s  v e t e r a n  rebels w i t h  
m e r i t o r i o u s  deeds  t o  t h e i r  c r ed i t .  Becoming 
s e l f - i m p o r t a n t ,  t h e y  l i s t e n  t o  nobody. They 
do no t  implement u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  e v e r y  new 
i n s t r u c t i o n  of Chairman Mao o r  e v e r y  m i l i t a n t  
o rde r  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  headquar t e r s .  In- 
s t e a d ,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  is based on w h e t h e r  o r  
n o t  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o r  o r d e r  is t o  t h e i r  own 
advantage . . . 

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  Chekiang Da i ly  wrote ,  "Whoever d isobeys  t h e  
o r d e r s  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  headquar t e r s  and s t u b b o r n l y  
advoca tes  t h e  theory  .of ' I  a m  t h e  c e n t e r '  is d i s l o y a l  t o  
Chairman Mao and should  be regarded  a s  a renegade by t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Red Guard'movement,ll and H u p e i  P r o v i n c i a l  
Radio s t a t e d ,  "Graduates of u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c o l l e g e s  m u s t  
first become o rd ina ry  p e a s a n t s  and workers,  and t h e  re- 
s p o n s i b l e  persons  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  can  
c e r t a i n l y  t a k e  t h e  l e a d  f i n  t h i s  regard7."  - 

"The Working C las s  Must Exe rc i se  Leadership i n  Every th ing ,"  
appeared i n  Red F lag .  Yao maintained t h a t  l l throughout  t h e  
e n t i r e  p rocess ,  t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
has  been s o l e l y  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of one c l a s s  only-- 
t h e  working c l a s s , "  condemned t h e  " theory  of many c e n t e r s "  
( i . e . ,  autonomous, competing mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ) ,  and 
s t a t e d  t h a t  workers and t h e  PLA must a s s i s t  i n  " s t rugg le -  
c r i t i c i sm- t r ans fo rma t ion"  a s  "it is imposs ib le  f o r  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  t a s k  by them- 
s e l v e s  a lone."  Thus, Yao cont inued:  

On 25 August, Yao Wen-yuan's important  a r t i c l e ,  

Chairman Mao r e c e n t l y  po in t ed  out :  "In 
c a r r y i n g  out  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  
educa t ion ,  i t  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  have working- 
c l a s s  l e a d e r s h i p ;  i t  is e s s e n t i a l  for t h e  
masses of workers t o  t a k e  p a r t  and, i n  coop- 
e r a t i o n  w i t h  L i b e r a t i o n  Army f i g h t e r s ,  b r i n g  
about a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  three-way a l l i a n c e ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s  and 
workers i n  t h e  schoo l s  who a r e  determined 
t o  c a r r y  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  edu- 
c a t i o n  through t o  t h e  end. The  workers '  
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propapanda  teams s h o u l d  s t a y  pe rmanen t lx  
i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  and t a k e  p a r t  i n  f u l f i l l i n g  
a l l  t h e  t a s k s  of s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m -  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  and t h e y  w i l l  a lways  l e a d  
t h e  s c h o o l s .  I n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  t h e  
s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  be managed by t h e  p o o r  and 
lower-middle peasan t s - - the  most r e l i a b l e  
a l l y  of t h e  working c l a s s .  

I n  some a r e a s ,  t h e  worker propaganda teams m e t  w i t h  
r e s i s t a n c e , *  b u t  f r a c t i o u s  Red Guards and  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
Rebels were v e r i t a b l y  overwhelmed by t h e  PLA-backed worke r s ,  
who were armed w i t h  Mao's c l e a r  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  t o  r e s t o r e  
o r d e r  and r e f o r m  t h e  m i l i t a n t s .  The t e a m s ? a u t h o r i t y  was 
comple t e ;  a s  t h e  27 August I n n e r  Mongolia D a i l y  p u t  i t ,  
"They a r e  a b s o l u t e l y  n o t  a d v i s e r s ,  a s s i s t a n t s ,  o r  t o o l s  
which some would u s e  t o  wage ' c i v i l  w a r s . s f f  D i s s i d e n t  
Rebels were no match f o r  t h e  teams. I n  P e k i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  a 2 September  NCNA d i s p a t c h ,  "more t h a n  500 f a c t o r i e s  
and mines a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  propaganda  teams." I n  
Kweichow, a 6 September  PRC r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  prop- 
aganda teams i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  w i l l  number "some 50.000 
o u t s t a n d i n g  p r o d u c t  i b n  workers--approxima t e l y  s e v e n  
p e r c e n t  of t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  worke r s . "  I 

t . '  
i .  

. .  
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. .  
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*However, many R e b e l s ,  s i c k  of t h e  t u r m o i l  and v i o l e n c e ,  
m d o u b t e d l y  welcomed t h e  teams w i t h  g e n u i n e  en thus i a sm.  
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By e a r l y  September, Red Guard-related v i o l e n c e  was 
less than  a t  any t i m e  s i n c e  August of 1966. Mao's crackdown 
had been most s u c c e s s f u l ,  and t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  moved q u i c k l y  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  remaining p r o v i n c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tees, f i n i s h i n g  up on 5 September w i t h  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  
of t h e  committees f o r  Tibe t  and Sinkiang .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  w i t h  o rde r  b a s i c a l l y  r e s t o r e d ,  
o f f i c i a l  media began t o  c a u t i o n  t h a t  worker propaganda 
teams were n o t  t o  engage i n  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  suppres s ion  
of Red Guards and i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  
"Edi tor ' s  Note," commenting on t h e  r e e d u c a t i o n  of univer-  
s i t y  and middle-school g radua te s  and their i n t e g r a t i o n  
with t h e  workers and peasan t s ,  s t a t e d :  

A 5 September R e d  F l a g  

Some of them a r e  s u r e  t o  make a s u c c e s s  of 
t h i s  i n t e g r a t i o n  and a c h i e v e  something w i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  i n v e n t i o n s  and innovat ions .  Men- 
t i o n  shou ld  be made of these people a s  
encouragement. Those who a r e  r e a l l y  impos- 
sible, t h a t  is, t h e  d iehard  c a p i t a l i s t  
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r o a d e r s  and bourgeois  t e c h n i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
who have i n c u r r e d  t h e  extreme wrath of t h e  
masses and t h e r e f o r e  must be overthrown, 
a r e  v e r y  few i n  number. Even t h e y  should  
be g iven  a way ou t .  To do otherwise  is no t  
t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  

On t h e  l l t h ,  Mao's " l a t e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n t f  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e  main 
p o i n t s  of t h e  l f E d i t o r ' s  Note,"* and a j o i n t  People's Daily- 
R e d  F l a g  a r t i c l e  of t h e  same d a t e  argued t h a t  "mostff i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s  a r e  good and s t i l l  have a r o l e  t o  p l ay ;  moreover, 
" reeduca t ion"  w a s  necessary  f o r  cad res  a s  w e l l  a s  
i n t e l l ec tua l s .  

The most e x p l i c i t  de fense  of t h e  Red Guards was made 
by Madame Mao a t  a 7 September Peking r a l l y  c e l e b r a t t n g  t h e  
e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees f o r  T i b e t  and 
Sinkiang .  I n  h e r  speech, t h e  Madame warned, " W e  must n o t  
forget t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  youths  and the young Red 
Guard, f i g h t e r s  have made tremendous c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a t  t h e  
i n i t i a l  and middle  s t a g e s  of t h e  r evo lu t ion . f f  Allowing 
t h a t  !'a s m a l l  number of young f i g h t e r s  have  committed 
mis takes  of t h i s  k ind  o r  t h a t , "  s h e  s a i d  "we have t h e  
duty  t o  h e l p  them c o r r e c t  these mis takes , f f  and maintained 
t h a t ,  a l though c l a s h e s  between Red Guard f a c t i o n s  a r e  
wrong, n e v e r t h e l e s s  "a bad t h i n g  c a n  be tu rned  i n t o  a good 
t h i n g g o t h a t  is, l e s s o n s  can  be drawn, young r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
f i g h t e r s  tempered, and enemies exposed.ff  She t h e n  ordered  

'i 

*The i n s t r u c t i o n  read:  "The ma jo r i ty  or t h e  v a s t  major- 
i t y  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  o l d  s c h o o l s  and c o l l e g e s  
c a n  i n t e g r a t e  themselves w i t h  t h e  workers,  p e a s a n t s ,  and 
s o l d i e r s ,  and some have made inven t ions  o r  i nnova t ions ;  
they  must, however, be reeduca ted  by t h e  workers,  pea- 
s a n t s ,  and s o l d i e r s  under t h e  guidance of t h e  c o r r e c t  
l i n e  and thoroughly  change t h e i r  o l d  ideology. Such 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  w i l l  be welcomed by t h e  workers,  p e a s a n t s ,  
and s o l d i e r s .  f f  
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t h e  Red Guards t o  obey t h e  worker propaganda teams, "wel- 
come t h i s  act of t h e  working c l a s s ,  and c l o s e l y  fo l low its 
l e a d e r s h i p , "  A t  t h e  same time, t h e  Madame s t a t ed  t h a t  t h e  
working c l a s s  "should do w e l l  t o  protect  t h e  young Red 
Guard f i g h t e r s ,  h e l p  them, and .educa te  them," and c a l l e d  
f o r  " e a r n e s t  s tudy" of t h e  aforementioned Red Flag  
" E d i t o r ' s  Note" of 5 September. I n  sum, t h e R m u a r d s  
were t o  be r ec t i f i ed ,  - not  r epud ia t ed .  

P r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  were qu ick  t o  demonstrate  
t h a t  t hey  g o t  t h e  message. On 10 September, t h e  Kweichow 
PRC and M i l i t a r y  D i s t r i c t  i s s u e d  a j o i n t  n o t i c e  " i n  accord- 
ance w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t "  of t h e  s eeches by t h e  Madame and 
Chou a t  t h e  7 September r a l ly . '  C a l l i n g  f o r  a "new upsurge 
of struggle-criticism-transf ormat ion,"  t h e  n o t i c e  p r a i s e d  
t h e  Red Guards f o r  t h e i r  "tremendous achievements dur ing  
t h e  i n i t i a l  and m i d d l e  stages" of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
( t h e  Madame's exac t  words),  and s t a t e d  t h a t  " r evo lu t iona ry  
committees a t  a l l  levels ,  P a r t y  committees of t h e  PLA 
u n i t s ,  and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses must c h e r i s h  and pro- 
tect them." On 12 September, Hangchow (Chekiang) Radio 
cal led on propaganda teams and i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  main ta in  
a p rope r  a t t i t u d e  toward each  other,  and Peking Domestic 
S e r v i c e  of t h e  26th s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  teams must " s t r eng then  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n i z a t i o n  of their thought  before reedu- 
c a t i n g  t h e  i n t e l l e h t u a l s , "  a s  w e l l  a s  " l e a r n  from t h e  
great and abundant achievements of t h e  Red Guards du r ing  
t h e  g r e a t  p r o l e t a r i a n  c u l t u r a l  r evo lu t ion . "  O t h e r  
examples could  be c i ted .  

*Chou only  mentioned t h e  Red Guards once du r ing  h i s  
speech-a "Long l i v e ! "  a t  t h e  end. However, h e  t r a n s m i t t e d  
ano the r  of Mao's i n s t r u c t i o n s :  "The s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m -  
t r ans fo rma t ion  in  a f a c t o r y ,  on t h e  whole, goes through 
t h e  fo l lowing  s t a g e s :  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  commit- 
tee of t h e  three-way a l l i a n c e ,  mass criticism and r epud ia t ion ,  
p u r i f y i n g  t h e  c l a s s  ranks ,  r e c t i f y i n g  t h e  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  
s i m p l i f y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  changing unreasonable  
r u l e s  and r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and send ing  people  who work i n  of- 
f ices  t o  lower levels." Chou's s t a t emen t  t h a t  "s t ruggle-  
criticism-transformationfl i n  " a l l  u n i t s  shou ld  a l s o  go 
through t h e s e  s t a g e s "  s u g g e s t s  Mao's r a d i c a l  reforms a r e  
only beginning  w i t h  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
committees.  
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Events  d u r i n g  October  provided f u r t h e r  s i g n s  t h a t  
Mao con t inues  t o  env i sage  a r o l e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  
f o r  a .s t reamlined,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  and respons ive  Red Guard 
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Red Guards were promiknent i n  t h e  Peking 
Na t iona l  Day f e s t i v i t i e s  on 1 October--a worker addressed 
t h e  r a l l y  and promised t o  " fo l low Comrade Chiang Ching's 
i n s t r u c t i o n  t o  c h e r i s h  and he lp  t h e  Red Guards," and Red 
Guard c o n t i n g e n t s  marched in t h e  parade p a s t  Tienanmen w i t h  
( b u t  preceded by) PLA and worker propaganda teams. A t  t h e  
Na t iona l  Day r a l l y  i n  Hofe i ,  Anhwei PRC Chairman L i  Te-sheng 
p r a i s e d  t h e  Red Guards f o r  t h e i r  f s r e v o l u t i o n a r y  ac t ionsf f - -  
"I f i r m l y  s u p p o r t  you"--and ca l led  on a l l  t o  "pay a t t e n t i o n  
t o  p r o t e c t i n g  B @ e ~ 7 . ~ ~  S i m i l a r  suppor t  was voiced by 
speake r s  a t  r a l l i e s  i n  o t h e r  p rov inces ,  bu t  not al.1. I n  
Fukien, f o r  example, PRC Chairman Han Hsien-chu d i d  not  
mention t h e  young Rebels, s a v e  i n  h i s  opening s a l u t a t i o n ,  
p o s s i b l y  because Red Guard-related v io l ence  cont inued  i n  
some a r e a s  of t h e  province .  

October  a l s o  saw t h e  con t inu ing  t r a n s f e r  o r  deporta-  
t i o n  of hundreds of thousands of urban Red Guards t o  r u r a l  
a r e a s .  By t h e  beginning  of t h e  month, accord ing  t o  t h e  
Hong Kong Ta Kuna Pao, over 200,000 c o l l e g e  g radua te s  had 
l e f t  Peking t o  "work on t h e  farms and i n  f a c t o r i e s  and 
mines." On 8 October ,  20,000 Harbin Red Guards were s e n t  
out  t o  "settle i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  and mountain r eg ions , "  
and t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  was described (nodoubt t r u t h f u l l y )  by 
a Harbin MRC o f f i c i a l  a s  "a major happy event ."  I n  Canton 
acco rd ing  t o  t ravelers '  r e p o r t s ,  some 170,000 youths  were 
s e n t  t o  t h e  farms a f t e r  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  t r a d e  f a i r  on 
15 October ,  w i t h  " r e p o r t e d l y  h a l f  of B h e d  . . . d i spa tched  
under d u r e s s  and showing e v e r y  i n d i c a t i o n  of r e t u r n i n g  a s  
soon as poss ib l e .1 f  O t h e r  s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  a r r i v a l  
of huge c o n t i n g e n t s  of young u r b a n i t e s  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  
has  been a bane t o  h o s t  and depor t ee  a l i k e .  The p e a s a n t s  
t e n d  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a s  "rice buckets"--unproductive,  
unwelcome a d d i t i o n s  t o  communities a l r e a d y  hard-pressed t o  
p rov ide  t h e n n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e .  For t h e i r  p a r t ,  most Red 
Guards view t h e i r  summary dispatch t o  t h e  boondocks a s  
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a l i f e  s e n t e n c e  a t  hard l a b o r ,  a r e  embittered 
by t h e i r  loss of vanguard s t a t u s ,  and feel s u p e r i o r  t o  
their new and a l i e n  environment.  As t h e  24 October  K i r i n  
Dai ly  p u t  i t ,  "Young i n t e l l e c t u a l s  who have gone t o  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  t o  s e t t l e  down . . . shou ld  g e t  r i d  of their  
s i l l y  a i r s  of s u p e r i o r i t y  and humbly accept r e e d u c a t i o n  
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by t h e  poor  and lower-middle peasan t s . "  

for Maoist  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time. 
ano the r  i n s t r u c t i o n  from t h e  Chairman s t a t e d ,  "Sending t h e  
masses of c a d r e s  t o  do manual work g ives  t h e m  an e x c e l l e n t  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  once aga in ;  t h i s  should  be done by a l l  
c a d r e s  excep t  t hose  who a r e  t o o  o l d ,  weak, ill, o r  d i sab led . "  

ou t  t h i s  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  is t h e  so -ca l l ed  " 7  May Cadre School ,"  
described by Heilungkiang P r o v i n c i a l  Service on 8 October 
as ' f r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  schooI s  designed t o  t r a i n  a new g e n e r a t i o n  
of communists who can  handle  both m i l i t a r y  and c i v i l i a n  
a f f a i r s ,  engage i n  both  i n d u s t r y  and a g r i c u l t u r e ,  work a t  
bo th  h i g h e r  o r  lower l e v e l s ,  and hold o f f i c i a l  p o s t s  w h i l e  
remaining o rd ina ry  people ."  

The Red Guards, however, a r e  no t  t h e  only t a rge t s  
On 6 October ,  

What appears  t o  be a major v e h i c l e  used i n  c a r r y i n g  

Such schoo l s  a r e  be ing  e s t a b l i s h e d  throughout t h e  
coun t ry ,  and provide  f u r t h e r  evidence; ( a t  l e a s t  t o  t h i s  
a n a l y s t )  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  is not being tu rned  
off, a l b e i t  i n  Mao's name, by a moderate Chou En-lai/PLA 
c o a l i t i o n .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  is deepening,. 
f o r  Mao has tu rned  h i s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  purg ing  t h e  lower 
levels of t h e  P a r t y .  In sum, t h e  s c h o o l s  a r e  noth ing  less 
than  a new a n v i l  on which Mao I s  a t t empt ing  t o  pound out  
t h e  new P a r t y  cad re ,  i n  much t h e  same way t h a t  t h e  worker 
propaganda teams and t h e  "down t o  t h e  coun t rys ide  and up 
t o  t h e  mountains" campaign a r e  t o  r e v o l u t i o n i z e  t h e  youth.  
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XI: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

I n  August  1966, Mao Tee- tung  u n l e a s h e d  h i s  Red 
Guard b l i t z k r i e g  a g a i n s t  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  t h r o u g h o u t  
C h i n a ,  Egged o n  by Madame Mao and her C u l t u r a l  Revolu-  
t i o n  Group (CRG) l i e u t e n a n t s ,  t h e  young s t u d e n t s  were 
g i v e n  a car te  b l a n c h e  t o  p u r g e  " a n t i - P a r t y  and  a n t i -  
s o c i a l i s t  b o u r g e o i s  a u t h o r i t i e s t 1  and  t o  "drag out1 '  and  
l l s t r u g g l e "  any  p r o v i n c i a l  P a r t y  leader who " s t a n d s  in 
t h e  way of t h e  great c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n . "  A s s u r e d  t h a t  
a l l  of t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n  d e f e n s e  of Mao a n d  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  were correct,  t h e  Red 'Guards  vowed t o  " t u r n  
t h e  o l d  world u p s i d e  down, smash i t  t o  pieces, p u l v e r i z e  
i t ,  create chaos and  make a t r emendous  mess, t h e  bigger 
t h e  bet ter  : 

They kep t  t h e i r  word, D u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  month? 
of 1966, Ch ina  was c o n v u l s e d  by a f r e n z y  of Red Guard 
a c t i v i t y .  Some n i n e  m i l l i o n  p r o v i n c i a l  y o u t h s  l i a i s e d  
t o  P e k i n g ,  c a u g h t  a glimpse of Mao a t  o n e  of t h e  mass 
r a l l i e s ,  and  r e c e i v e d  " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  t h a t  t h e y  were t o  
"make r e v o l u t i o n "  upon r e t u r n i n g  home, A t  t h e  same time, 
e l i t e  Red Guard u n i t s  from P e k i n g  U n i v e r s i t y ,  T s i n g h u a ,  
P e k i n g  A v i a t i o n  I n s t i t u t e ,  and other  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  
c a p i t a l  f a n n e d  o u t  i n t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w h e r e  t h e y  attgmptec 
t o  o r g a n i z e  local m i l i t a n t s  f o r  a n  a s s a u l t  o n  t h e  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s .  

. .  . .  

S e r i o u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  p l a g u e d  t h e  R e d  Guard move- 
ment  from t h e  s t a r t .  F i r s t ,  t h e  l l i n s t r u c t i o n s l l  g i v e n  t h e  
young f a n a t i c s  b y  C e n t r a l  l e a d e r s  were p u r p o s e l y  vague  
and a l l - i n c l u s i v e  ( o n l y  Mao and  h i s  coterie were immune 
from a t t a c k ) .  I n d e e d ,  t h e y  were n o t h i n g  less t h a n  s t r f d e n t  
e x h o r t a t i o n s  t o  l lrebell l  a g a i n s t  anyone  or a n y t h i n g  t h a t  
t h e  Red Guards  b e l i e v e d  t o  be a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  new 
Maoist o rde r .  As a r e s u l t ,  when Mao l a t e r  d e s i r e d  t o  
s t o p  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  Red Guard o n s l a u g h t ,  he  had g r e a t  
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  d o i n g  so. 

, 
. .  
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Second ,  many P e k i n g  Red Guards  who l i a i sed  t o  other 
c i t i e s  attempted t o  exercise c o n t r o l  o v e r  local  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  a t  l ea s t  two p r o v i n c e s ,  P a r t y  
leaders were pre-targeted by  t h e  Maoists a n d ,  a s  s u c h ,  
were attacked by t h e  o u t s i d e r s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  
a r r i v e d  o n  t h e  s c e n e .  A t  minimum, t h e  i m p e r i o u s  b e h a v i o r  
was res is ted,  fo r  local Red G u a r d s ,  e v e n  i f  t h e y  agreed 
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  targets,  f e l t  q u i t e  able t o  " s t r u g g l e "  them I 

w i t h o u t  b e i n g  t o l d  what t o  do by o u t s i d e r s .  I n  other 
areas ,  l o c a l  Red G u a r d s  d i d  n o t  agree w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e r s '  
b lack lists and  came t o  t h e  d e f e n s e  of t h o s e  u n d e r  a t t a c k .  

. I n  still  other  p r o v i n c e s ,  o f f i c i a l s  o r g a n i z e d  Red G u a r d s  
f o r  t h e  specif ic  p u r p o s e  of d e f e n d i n g  t h e  P a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  n o n - l o c a l s '  o n s l a u g h t s .  Added t o  t h i s  w a s  
t h e  i n n a t e  h o s t i l i t y  of s.ome C h i n e s e  ( s u c h  as t h e  Canton-  
ese) toward t h e i r  fe l lows from other  p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  

t hem by C e n t r a l  leaders a n d  o f f i c i a l  media d u r i n g  t h e  
p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  first mass r a l l y  o n  18 Augus t  1966, 
many Red Guards  d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e - - a n d  many more d i d  n o t  
accept--the f a c t  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e y  were t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  of 
t h e  p u r g e ,  Mao n e v e r  empowered them to  d e t e r m i n e  w h i c h  
o f f i c i a l s  were t o  s u r v i v e  as  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  cadres." 
A l t h o u g h  open  t o  a d v i c e ,  o f t e n  c o n f l i c t i n g ,  Mao, L i n  Piao, 
and  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG r e s e r v e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  make t h e  f i n a l  I 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  

F i n a l l y ,  g i v e n  t h e  e f f u s i v e  p r a i s e  showered  upon 

By e a r l y  October (19661, i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  c u l -  
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was n o t  g o i n g  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p l a n .  I n  
many a reas ,  t h e  v i o l e n t  Red Guard a s s a u l t s  o n  t h e  P a r t y  
a p p a r a t u s  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  month and  more had p r o d u c e d  
l i t t l e  s a v e  i n c r e a s e d  r e s i s t a n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  of those 
u n d e r  a t tack,  If Mao had expected a r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  
v i c t o r y ,  w i t h  p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s  e n d u r i n g  t h e  young f a n a t i c s '  
o u t r a g e s ,  d e b a s i n g  t h e i r  p e r s o n s  and  t h e i r  careers w i t h  

and  t h e n  p a s s i v e l y  a w a i t i n g  t h e  C h a i r -  
m a n ' s  v e r d i c t  as t o  w h e t h e r  or n o t  t h e y  had passed t h e  
t ea t ,  ,he had b e e n  p r o v e n  wrong.  C e r t a i n  c o r r e c t i v e s  were 
r e q u i r e d ,  and Mao a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  problem o n  two l e v e l s  
- - p r o f f e r i n g  " f o r g i v e n e s s "  ( a t .  t h e  October Work C o n f e r -  
e n c e )  t o  those who corrected t h e i r  "errors," w h i l e  a t  
t h e  same time s h a r p e n i n g  t h e  weapon t h a t  would  c u t  dawn 
those who c o n t i n u e d  t o  oppose h i s  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  
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After t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of t h e  Work C o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  
Maoists t u r n e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o n s i s t i n g  p r i m a r i l y  
of workers i n  i n d u s t r i a l l ,  m in ing ,  Par ty ,  and gove rnmen ta l  
o r g a n s  t h r o u g h o u t .  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n  order t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  
Red Guards  and  erode t h e  bases of s u p p o r t  for local 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  I n  o n e  i m p o r t a n t  s e n s e ,  t h e  newly-formed 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c c e e d e d  a l l  too w e l l .  
The Rebels p roved  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  tear  down e s t ab l i shed  
s t r u c t u r e s  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e l y ,  b u t  t h e y  were i n c a p a b l e  of 
w o r k i n g  together t o  b u i l d  a new order .  Nowhere was t h i s  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  more c l e a r l y  t h a n  i n  Shangha i ,  regarded by 
Mao a s  second  i n  impor t ance  o n l y  t o  Pek ing  i t s e l f ,  for  
b y  t h e  end  of December, C h i n a ' s  largest  c i t y  was i n  chaos. 
The o l d  P a r t y  and governmenta l  a p p a r a t u s  was moribund;  
p u b l i c  s e c u r i t y  and m i l i t a r y  forces were powerless t o  
c o n t r o l  compe t ing  Rebel g r o u p s ;  p r o d u c t i o n  and e s s e n t i a l  
s e r v i c e s  ground t o  a h a l t .  

By e a r l y  J a n u a r y  1967,  t h e  mess i n  Shangha i  had 
become so s e r i o u s  as t o  require  a "power-se izure"  fo r  
wh ich ,  i t  s o o n  became c l e a r ,  t h e  Maoists were poorly 
prepak-ed, I n  e f f e c t ,  t h e  "power-se izure"  was a rescue 
o p e r a t i o n ,  and Mae's new team i n  Shanghai--headed by two 
members of t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG--faced t h e  formidable t a s k  
of p a c i f y i n g  a c i t y  and r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  
o v e r  a p o p u l a c e  whose desires were o f t e n  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  
Mao's o b j e c t i v e s  i n  t h e  p u r g e .  

A l m o s t  immediately,  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  
China were t o l d  t o  e m u l a t e  t h e i r  Shangha i  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  
t h e r e b y  l e a d i n g  to a se r ies  of f l p o w e r - s e i z u r e s , l l  accom- 
p a n i e d  by  much bloodshed and v i o l e n c e ,  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  
p r o v i n c e  and major c i t y .  Al though t h e  Maoists had s t a t e d  
r e p e a t e d l y  t h a t  there  were o n l y  a "handfu l "  of " c a p i t a l -  
ist-roaderstl t o  be d e a l t  w i t h ,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels 
and Red Guards  heard o n l y  t h e  c a l l  t o  Itseize power," and 
t h u s  s u b j e c t e d  t o  s e v e r e  a t t a c k s  n e a r l y  a l l  o f f i c i a l s ,  
a number of whom were l a t e r  declared t o  be "good comrades" 
and r e t a i n e d  by Mao i n  p o s i t i o n s  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e spon-  
s i b i l i t y .  T h i s  l e d  t o  a deep- sea t ed  and c o n t i n u i n g  h o s t i l i t y  
on the  p a r t  of many Red Guard and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  toward those a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
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Commit tees- - the  new o r g a n s  of power--established ( o f t e n  
w i t h  great d i f f i c u l t y )  s i n c e  J a n u a r y  of 1967, for  those  
who have  s u r v i v e d  t h e  p u r g e  have ,  by a n d  l a r g e ,  b e e n  as- 
e i g n e d  to posts in the same p r o v i n c e  where t h e y  had b e e n  
u n d e r  a t tack .  

A major r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of many "power- 
s e i z u r e s "  was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a g i v e n  Rebel f a c t i o n  or a l -  
l i a n c e  u s u a l l y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  seize power o n l y  f o r  i t s e l f ,  
T h i s  o f t e n  l e d  t o  a s e c o n d  r o u n d  i n  wh ich  t h e  e x c l u d e d  
f a c t i o n ( s )  would  attempt t o  wrest c o n t r o l  away from those 
who had c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  i n i t i a l  seizure. 

mean t  by ' f power - se Izu re . l '  I t  may be t h a t  he r e a l l y  be- 
l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  young t o u g h s ,  armed w i t h  h i s  f t t h o u g h t , l *  
c o u l d  seize and  exercise power i n  a n  e f f e c t i v e  manner .  
If so ,  Mao c o u l d n ' t  have  b e e n  more wrong.  On t h e  o ther  
hand,  he may have  mean t  o n l y  fo r  t h e  m i l i t a n t s  t o  s u p e r -  
v i s e  t h e  work of P a r t y  a n d  government  cadres and  keep 
them a t  t h e i r  pos ts  u n t i l  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  was made (by  
t h e  Chai rman,  - n o t  by t h e  R e d  Guards )  w i t h  regard t o  
t h e i r  l o y a l t y .  If t h i s  was what  Mao had i n  mind ,  and  
i t  seems t h e  more l i k e l y  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  he  mus t  have  b e e n  
r u d e l y  s h a k e n  by t h e  s e l f - s e e k i n g  b e h a v i o r  of h i s  " revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  young g e n e r a l s . "  The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels had 
f a i l e d ,  as had t h e  Red Guards  before them.  

. A s e c o n d  problem c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  j u s t  what  Mao 

1 
. .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  o n  23 Janua ry  1967, P e k i n g  ordered 
t h e  PLA t o  restore o r d e r  and  e n d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e v e r e  
c o n f l i c t s  be tween  r i v a l  Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I t  is n o t  
known w h a t  cr i ter ia  were s u p p o s e d  t o  be employed i n  de- 
t e r m i n i n g  wh ich  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  were t o  be supported 
and  w h i c h  were t o  be s u p p r e s s e d .  However,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  
loca l  PLA commanders were g i v e n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l a t i t u d e  i n  
t h i s  regard, a n d  t h a t  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s , w e r e  almost c e r t a i n l y  
i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  a t t i t u d e s  w h i c h  t h e  Red Guards  and  Revo- 
l u t i o n a r y  Rebels had d i s p l a y e d  a l r e a d y  toward  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
a u t h o r i t i e s .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  fo r  some m i l i t a r y  coqmander s ,  much 
of t h e  v i o l e n c e  was perpetrated o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  i n i t i a t e d  
by t h e  more m i l i t a n t  Red Guard  g r o u p s .  Thus ,  when a 
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number of o r g a h i z a t i q n s  t h a t  had been s u p p r e s s e d  by t h e  
PLA were l a t e r  restored t o  f a v o r  by  Mao and t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG, t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  m i l i t a r y  commanders had t o  pay f o r  
t h e i r  e a r l i e r  "errors," a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  is good e v i d e n c e  
t h a t  a t  t h e  time e v e n  Mao and h i s  i n n e r  c i rc le  d i d  n o t  
know w h i c h  g r o u p  or groups t o  s u p p o r t  i n  some a r e a s .  

I t  s o o n  became a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  PLA, from Mao's 
p o i n t  of view,  had car r ied  o u t  t h e  23 J a n u a r y  d i r e c t i v e  
too  well. I n  other  words, too much order had been re- 
s t o r e d ;  too many Red Guards had been musc led  a round by 
t h e  m i l i t a r y ;  too many P a r t y  and government  o f f i c i a l s  
had been conf i rmed  in t h e i r  p o s t s  ( c o n v e r s e l y ,  too few 
" r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s f 0  had seized and r e t a i n e d  power). To 

a r y  Rebels  were a g a i n  g i v e n  t h e  go-ahead i n  mid-March. 
T h i s  t i m e  a r o u n d ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  t a rge t  was t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
" a d v e r s e  c u r r e n t  of c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r e s t o r a t i o n "  
- - t h a t  is, t h e  phenomenon of " f a l $ e  power - se i zu res"  i n  
a number of p r o v i n c e s ,  w h e r e b y  t h e  a t tempt  was m a d e - t o  
r e i n s t a t e  large numbers of P a r t y  o f f i c i a l s ,  even  t h o u g h  
many, i f  n o t  most, of them had n o t  gone  th rovgh  t h e  pre- 
r e q u i s i t e s  of " r e h a b i l i t a t i o n "  ( b e i n g  " s t r u g g l e d ,  " com- 
p o s i n g  a b j e c t  se l f -cr i t ic isms,  and w i l l i n g l y  a c c e p t i n g  
" s u p e r v i s i o n 1 '  by t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses") .  The n e x t  
s t e p  was t o  order t h e  PLA t o  c o n s t r u c t  " three-way a l l i -  
ances"  of R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels,  PLA, and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
cadres a s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a s e c o n d ,  g e n u i n e  "power-. 
s e i z u r e "  a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  

correcf t h + s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  Red Guards and R e v o l u t i o n -  : $ 1  

A t  t h e  same time, o f f i c i a l  media i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  
a t t a c k  on L i u  Shao-ch i  ( "Ch ina ' s  Khrushchev") i n  a n  a t -  
tempt t o  p r o v i d e  a specif ic  enemy a g a i n s t  w h i c h  t h e  en- 
t i re  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  c o u l d  u n i t e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  How- 
e v e r ,  t h e  h a t r e d s  t h a t  had been  g e n e r a t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
"se ize-power t l  pe r iod  were too d e e p - s e a t e d  t o  be e r a s e d  
or a s suaged  i n  most cases, and t h e  PLA had been  r e n d e r e d  
i n c a p a b l e  o f  f i r m l y  c h a n n e l i n g  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels 
and Red Guards i n  t h e  correct d i r e c t i o n  and a g a i n s t  t h e  
correct ta rge ts .  Thus ,  t h e  r i v a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r o u p s  
f e l l  almost immedia t e ly  t o  f i g h t i n g  among t h e m s e l v e s ,  
and s e v e r a l  of t h e  r e c e n t l y  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
t u r n e d  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  t o  s e t t l i n g  a c c o u n t s  w i t h  those  
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m i l i t a r y  commanders who had o u t l a w e d  t h e i r  u n i t s  and  ar-  
rested some of t h e i r  members e a r l i e r  o n .  

A s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  s i t u a t i o n ,  a 
d i r e c t i v e  was i s s u e d  o n  6 June ,wh iCh  s t a t e d  t h a t  
a l l  those  who c o n t i n u e d  t o  engage  i n  armed B t r u g g l e s  
would be d e a l t  w i t h  s e v e r e l y ,  b u t  d i d  - n o t  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
PLA t o  open  f i r e  on g r o u p s  t h a t  d i s r e g a r d e d  t h e  order .  
A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  o r d e r  - was l a r g e l y  d i s r e g a r d e d ,  as f e w  
g r o u p s  were w i l l i n g  t o  s t o p  f i g h t i n g  before t h e y  had 
d e f e a t e d  t h e i r  r i v a l s ,  t h e r e b y  ( t h e y  hoped) s e c u r i n g  f o r  
t h e m s e l v e s  a p l a c e  i n  t h e  new order .  

The  b a s i c  problem appears  t o  h a v e  b e e n  Mao's 
, r e l u c t a n c e  t o  acknowledge  t h a t  much of t h e  f i g h t i n g  was 

t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  deep s p l i t  w i t h i n  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  # -  

f l r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t "  i t s e l f .  Thus ,  i n s t e a d  of o r d e r i n g  
t h e  PLA t o  move e f f e c t i v e l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  t r o u b l e m a k e r s ,  
Mae's p o l i c y  t h r o u g h o u t  J u n e  and  most of J u l y  was ( a )  t o  
summon r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s  t o  P e k i n g  
where--it was hoped-- they would work o u t  t h e i r  d i f f e r -  
e n c e s ,  and  (b) t o  d i s p a t c h  d e l e g a t i o n s  of C e n t r a l  l e a d -  
ers t o  se t t le  d i s p u t e s  and promcbte " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g r e a t  
a l l i a n c e s ' '  among c o m p e t i n g  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel and  Red 
Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
of 9 t three-way a l l i a n c e s "  of R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels, PLA, 
and  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  cadres .  t h u s  making  possible  t h e  forma- 
t i o n  8f a new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r g a n  of power. 

One s u c h  d e l e g a t i o n  was s e n t  t o  Wuhan, and i t  was 
t h e r e  t h a t  e v e n t s  t r a n s p i r e d  which  moved t h e  c u l t u r a l  

' r e v o l u t i o n  i n t o  its most l e f t i s t  s t age  t o  d a t e .  W i t h  
r e g a r d  t o  t h e  two compe t ing  a l l i a n c e s  there ,  t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG opted  fo r  o n e  s i d e  and  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  
so-ca l led  l l M i l l i o n  Heroes , I 1  was a "COnSBFVatiVe" o r g a n i -  
z a t i o n  t h a t  had been  e r r o n e o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  M i l i t a r y  
R e g i o n  commander and h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s .  The  d e l e g a t i o n  
was t o  see t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG d e c i s i o n  was c a r r i e d  
o u t ,  and  t h a t  t h e  M i l i t a r y  Reg ion  l e a d e r s  c o n f e s s  t h e i r  
e a r l i e r  "mis t ake . "  A t  l e a s t  o n e  of t h e  PLA commanders 
r e f u s e d ,  and t h i s  emboldened t h e  " M i l l i o n  Heroes" t o  
mount a p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a n  
a s s a u l t  o n  t h e  leaders of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  and  t h e i r  d e t e n -  
t f o n .  
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A s  soon  a s  t h e  news r e a c h e d  Pek ing ,  s e v e r a l  v e s s e l s  
of t h e . E a s t  China Sea F l e e t  were o r d e r e d  up r i v e r ,  and 
Chou E n - l a i  a r r i v e d  i n  Wuhan t o  s e c u r e  t h e  release of t h e  
p r i s o n e r s .  H e  was s u c c e s s f u l ,  and accompanied t h e  b a t t e r e d  
d e l e g a t i o n  back t o  P e k i n g  t h e  fol lowing day .  

The M a o i s t s '  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  Wuhan I n c i d e n t  was 
s w i f t .  The M i l i t a r y  Region  commander was immedia t e ly  
ordered t o  P e k i n g ,  s t r u g g l e d ,  and b u s t e d ,  and t h e  " M i l -  
l i o n  Heroes" was condemned a s  a f l counterrevo lut ionaryf f  
o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e  r e a c t i o n  was extreme, 
On t h e  day  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  r e t u r n e d ,  f o r  example, Madame 
Mao declared t h a t  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses  c a n  u s e  weapons 

, i b  s e l f - d e f e n s e . "  H e r  s t a t e m e n t  was followed by  a ser ies  

e d i t o r i a l  on 1 August w h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m o G e m o  
v f o v e r t h r o w  and d i scred i t  . . .  t h e  h a n d f u l  of t o p  p e r s o n s  i n  
a u t h o r i t y  t a k i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  r o a d  i n  t h e  P a r t y  and t h e  
Army" now " r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  of the s t r u g -  cff F i n a l l y ,  on  9 August ,  L i n  Piao ordered PLA command- 
ers t o  "seek i n s t r u c t i o n s  from and r e p o r t  to  . . .  Mao, t h e  
C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG" before a c t i n g  on 
*'any m a t t e r ,  l a r g e  or s m a l l . .  .'I 

l l ?  of press a t t a c k s  on t h e  PLA, c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a Red F l a g  

The c a l l  to  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  " h a n d f u l f f  i n  t h e  P a r t y  
and t h e  PLA, together w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  p l a c e d  upon 
t h e  army by L i n ' s  d i r e c t i v e ,  r e d u c e d  China t o  a s t a t e  of 
n e a r  c 'haos,  and t h e  Maoists moved q u i c k l y  t o  redress t h e  
b a l a n c e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  what came t o  be known a s  t h e  
C h a i r m a n ' s  " g r e a t  s t r a t e g i c  p lan . "  T h i s  ma jo r  pronounce-  
ment ,  p r o b a b l y  d e l i v e r e d  i n  l a t e  A u g u s t ,  is extremely 
i m p o r t a n t  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  course t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  s i n c e  September 1967,  f o r  s e v e r a l  of Mao's ma jo r  
c o n c e r n s  i n  t h e  summer of 1968 were i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  
key p o i n t s  se t  down i n  h i s  T f p l a n l f  a y e a r  e a r l i e r .  

t h e  f a l l  of 1966 had been cr i t ic ism of t h e  "bourgeois 
r e a c t i o n a r y  l i n e , "  and t h e  Red Guards  had been t h e  first 
t o m c o g n i z e  t h i s .  I n  J a n u a r y  1967 ,  however ,  h e e d i n g  t h e  
c a l l  t o  seize power, t h e  "workers 6f: t h e  w h o l e  c o u n t r y  

Accord ing  t o  Mao, t h e  f irst  order  of b u s i n e s s  i n  

rose;"  t h u s ,  " t h e  . p r i n c i p a l  force [now] l i e s  w i t h  t h e  
workers and p e a s a n t s , 1 1  and t h e  Red Guards must  "rece7e 
t o  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  p o s i t i o n . "  
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After t h e  "power-se izures"  of e a r l y  1967, Mao 
s t a t e d ,  t h e  ,hope had been f o r  a "prompt great  a l l i a n c e ; "  
b u t  t h i s  had n o t  been  a c h i e v e d  b e c a u s e  of t h e  self-seek- 
i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of " i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and young s t u d e n t s "  
w i t h  t h e i r  " p e t t y - b o u r g e o i s  and bourgeois  i d e a s . "  And 

t o  reform t h e i r  world out look,  t h i n g s  w i l l  r u n  c o u n t e r  
t o  t h e i r  w i s h e s . "  

. Mao warned t h e n  warned t h e  Red Guards ,  "Unless  t h e y  s t r i v e  

Mao c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  f t p l a n l v  d i d  n o t  s i g n a l  
t h e  end of t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n ,  b u t  ra ther-at  t h e  
movement must  re-direct t h e  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  "correct" 
t a r g e t s ,  o r g a n i z e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  grea t  a l l i a n c e s "  and 
"three-way a l l i a n c e s , "  p o i n t  o u t  "bad p e r s o n s  and d e v i l s , "  
and " r e h a b i l i t a t e  P a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s "  and "convene P a r t y  
c o n g r e s s e s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s . "  H e  a l s o  made it p l a i n  t h a t  
h i s  c a l l  f o r  f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  a g a i n s t  " c a p i t a l i s t - r o a d e r s "  
d i d  n o t  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  Rebels t o  a t t a c k  t h e  new r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r y  committees t h a t  were b e i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  s u c h  
d i f f i c u l t y ,  and c a l l e d  f o r  c a r e f u l  p o l i t i c a l  and ideolo- 
g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  t o  e l i m i n a t e  f a c t i o n a l i s m  from t h e  r a n k s  
of t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  L e f t  . *' 

Numerous d i r e c t i v e s  were s o o n  promulga ted  i n  a n  
a t t e m p t  t o  lower t h e  l e v e l  of v i o l e n c e  and h a s t e n  t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of Mao's l 'p lan . ' l  Most i m p o r t a n t  of a l l ,  
t h e  PLA was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  open  f i r e  on Rebels a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  seize a d d i t i o n a l  weapons,  and  empowered t o  compel them 
t o  r e t u r n  a l l  o r d n a n c e  seized p rev i .ous ly .  I n  some p r o v i n c e s ,  
p u b l i c  t r i a l s  were h e l d  and c r i m i n a l  e l e m e n t s - - i n c l u d i n g  
" j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t s "  and "hoodlums u s i n g  t h e  names of . 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass o rgan iza t ions" - -were  impr i soned  or 
e x e c u t e d ,  I n  P e k i n g ,  Madame Mao informed t h e  Red Guards  
t h a t  "troops w i l l  be a s s i g n e d  t o  your  s c h o o l s  t o  c o n d u c t  
m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g " - - t h a t  is, t o  s h a p e  u p  t h e  young f a n a t i c s .  

PLA commanders, and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c a d r e s  from v a r i o u s  
p r o v i n c e s  were ordered t o  a t t e n d  "Mao-study" c l a s s e s  i n  
Pek ing .  A t  these c l a s s e s  Chou E n - l a i  and t h e  C e n t r a l  
CRG saw t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  engaged  i n  cr i t ic ism 
and self-cri t icism, t r i e d  t o  secure t h e i r  v o l u n t a r y  com- 
p l i a n c e  w i t h  Mao's " p l a n , "  and a t t e m p t e d  to  hammer o u t  
compromises  and " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  g rea t  a l l i a n c e s "  among t h e  
r i v a l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

F i n a l l y ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  f a c t i o n s ,  
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The s t u d y  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  deployment  of a d d i t i o n a l  
army u n i t s ,  r e o p e n i n g  t h e  schools,  t h e  crackdown on a l l  
u n a u t h o r i z e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i a i s o n ,  t h e  d i r e c t i v e s  order- 
i n g  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  c u t  a c r o s s  
f u n c t i o n a l  or o c c u p a t i o n a l  l i n e s ,  and t h e  d i s p a t c h i n g  of 
u r b a n  Red Guards  f o r  r e s e t t l e m e n t  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s - - t h e s e  
and o t h e r  m e a s u r e s  were i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r e s t o r i n g  re la -  
t i v e  calm by t h e  end of 1967 t o  a number of a r e a s  w h e r e  
l a r g e  s c a l e  v i o l e n c e  had been t h e  r u l e  d u r i n g  J u l y  and 
August . 

As a r e s u l t  of t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  P e k i n g ,  12 more 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees were se t  up a t  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
l e v e l  d u r i n g  t h e  first f o u r  months of. 1968, t h e r e b y  b r i n g -  
i n g  t h e  t o t a l  t o  21 and l e a v i n g  e i g h t  y e t  t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  
C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  " tw in  e v i l s "  of 
ana rch i sm and  f a c t i o n a l i s m  was g r e a t l y  i n t e n s i f i e d ,  t h e  
purpose b e i n g  t o  ge t  on w i t h  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of f o r m i n g  "re- 
v o l u t i o n a r y  grea t  a l l i a n c e s , 1 1  r e a c h i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  on w h i c h  
c a d r e s  were l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y l l  and t h u s  e l i g i b l e  for  i n c l u -  
s i o n  i n  " th ree -way  a l l i a n c e s , "  and d e f e n d i n g  and c o n s o l i d a t -  
i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t l o n a r y  committees a t  a l l  levels.  

However, i t  must  a g a i n  be emphas ized  t h a t  when t h e  
M a o i s t s  c a l l e d  for  t h e  d e f e n s e  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  comm t tees,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  ( n o r  do t h e y  now) 
mean t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i K w a s  n e a r i n g  a n  end .  
A l t h o u g h  a n a r c h i s m  and f a c t i o n a l i s m  were r o u n d l y  condemned, 
so were o ther  v l e v i l s , f f  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  "bad ele- 
ments" were still h idden  w i t h i n  t h e  r a n k s  of t h e  P a r t y  
( t h u s  i n d i c a t i n g  more p u r g e s ) .  I n  sum, t h e  M a o i s t s  wanted:  
(1) t o  t e r m i n a t e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  mass  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  revo-  
l u t i o n a r y  committees; (2) a s  r e q u i r e d ,  t o  p u r g e  and s t ream-  
l i n e  t h e  committees, e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  from P e k i n g  or t h r o u g h  
c o n t i n u a l  p e r s o n n e l  s c r e e n i n g s  by t h e  committees themse lves ;  
(3) t o  p u t  a n  end t o  f a c t i o n a l  c l a s h e s ;  (4) t o  s t i m u l a t e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Q l a n  by f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  o n  those  a l r e a d y  
i n  disgrace;  a n T ( 5 )  by means of t h e  "Mao-study" c l a s s e s ,  
conduc ted  i n  some a r e a s  by  worker-soldier-cadre propaganda 
teams, t o  c a r r y  o u t  llstruggle-criticism-transformation" 
(cri t icism, self-criticism, reform) i n  a " p e n e t r a t i n g  
wayqt. w i t h i n  i n d i v i d u a l  s choo l s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  and  of f ices .  
The c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  was t o  c o n t i n u e - - t r a n s f o r m e d ,  

-172- 

I I 



n o t  abandoned--but  i n  a more manageab le ,  c o m p a r t m e n t a l i z e d  
f a s h i o n  i n  order t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o m m i t -  
tees and  p romote  Red Guard a n d  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebel obedi- 
ence t o  both C e n t r a l  and  p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t y .  

- 

By mid-March, however ,  i t  became c l ea r  ' t h a t  t h e  
M a o i s t s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  emphas is  o n  r e s t o r i n g  order  had l e d  
t o  a l o s s  Crf r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f e r v o r ,  t h e r e b y  (in Mao's eyes) 
c a s t i n g  d o u b t  on  t h e  l o y a l t y  and  r e l i a b i l i t y  of some 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee members, and had c a u s e d  many 
people t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  would 
v ~ v i c t o r i o u s l y f t  c o n c l u d e  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and  con-  
s o l i d a t i o n  of t h e  committees. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  a n o t h e r  
m i l i t a n t  phase was i n i t i a t e d ,  accelerated b y  t h e  p u r g e  
of A c t i n g  PLA C h i e f  of S ta f f  Yang Cheng-wu and two o t h e r  
h i g h - r a n k i n g  o f f i ce r s  who'Jekceeded t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  and 
r a n  a f o u l  of t h e  venomous Madame Mao and t h e  C e n t r a l  CRG. 

As t h e  " a n t i - r i g h t i s t "  campaign  began ,  e m p h a s i s  
was p l a c e d  upon t h e  i m p o r t a n t  ro le  y e t  t o  be played by  
t h e  mass  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  watchdogs of t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committee members. However, t h i s  
emphasis  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  Rebels t o  renew t h e i r  f a c t i o n a l  
c lashes  and  undermined  t h e  a l r e a d y  t e n u o u s  s t a b i l i t y  of 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees. The r e s u l t ,  i n  s h o r t ,  was 
n o t  t h e  c o n t r o l l e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  u p s u r g e  t h a t  Mao desired.  

The  c o n f l a g r a t i o n  i n  Kwangsi--?here Vietnam-bound 
r a i l  s e r v i c e  was d i s r u p t e d ,  arms s h i p m e n t s  r a i d e d ,  t r a i n s  
d e r a i l e d ,  and  c i t i e s  gu t t ed - -was  t h e  most ominous  d e v e l o p -  
ment  of t h e  " a n t i - r i g h t i s t "  campa ign ,  and  appears  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  t h e  f i n a l  o u t r a g e  t h a t  c a u s e d  Mao t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  
PLA t o  move f o r c e f u l l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  Red G u a r d s  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  c o u n t r y ,  C e n t r a l  d i r e c t i v e s  of 13 J u n e  and 3 J u l y  
ordered a n  immedia t e  h a l t  t o  t h e  f i g h t i n g ,  b u t  r a i l  o u t -  
r a g e s  were n o t e d  i n  Kwangsi a s  l a t e  a s  25 J u l y .  

F i n a l l y ,  on  28 J u l y ,  Mao made i t  a b s o l u t e l y  c lear  
t h a t  h e  was f e d  up  w i t h  t h e  Red Guard o u t r a g e s .  I n  a 
f i v e - h o u r  m e e t i n g  w i t h  Red G u a r d a l e a d e m  i n  P e k i n g ,  h e  
warned  them t h a t  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l  was h i s  answer  t o  con-  
t i n u i n g  d i s o b e d i e n c e  a n d  s t a t e d :  
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I now i s s u e  a n o t h e r  n a t i o n w i d e  d i r e c t i v e :  
If anyone c o n t i n u e s  t o  d i s o b e y ,  s t r i ke  
a t  t h e  PLA, des t roy  communicat ions or 
set  f i r e s ,  h e  is commi t t ing  a crime. If 
a small number of people do n o t  heed t h i s  
a d v i c e ,  t h e y  a r e  band i t s - - they  a r e  of t h e  
Kuomintang. They must be s u r r o u n d e d ,  and 
if t h e y  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  s t u b b o r n  resist- 
a n c e  t h e y  w i l l  be a n n i h i l a t e d .  

The R e v o l u t i o n a r y  Rebels and Red Guards ,  i f  allowed t o  
c o n t i n u e  a@ autonomous,  s e l f - s e e k i n g ,  and h o s t i l e  f a c t i o n s ,  
n o t  o n l y  imper i led  what  had already been  a c h i e v e d ,  b u t  
a l s o  made i t  impossible  for  Mao t o  proceed w i t h  t h e  cul- 
t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and* t h e , , r a d i c a l  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of C h i n e s e  
s o c i e t y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o b s e s s i o n .  

t i o n  t h a t  t h e  work ing  c l a s s  had rep laced  the Red Guards 
as  Maols r e v o l u t i o n a r y  vanguard .  Worker-peasant  propa-  
ganda t eams ,  some w i t h  s e v e r a l  thousand members and o f t e n  
armed,  descended  on u n i v e r s i t i e s  and schools t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  c o u n t r y .  I n  some a r e a s ,  t h e  teams m e t  w i t h  resist- 

E v e n t s  d u r i n g  August p r o v i d e d  f u r t h e r  conf i rma-  

. .  . .  

. .  
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. .  

. .  

. .  

a n c e ,  b u t  t h e  Rebels were overwhelmed by t h e  PLA-backed 
workers ,  who were armed w i t h  Mao's clear a u t h o r i z a t i o n  
t o  restore order and reform t h e  young m i l i t a n t s .  Some 
Rebel o r g a n i z a t i o n s  began t o  announce t h e i r  " v o l u n t a r y '  
d i sbandment , "  o thers  were o u t l a w e d ,  and i t  became c l e a r  
t h a t  s u c h  Red Guard a c t i v i t y  a s  was pe rmi t t ed  w o u l d  hence- 
f o r t h  be under  t h e  aegis  of Red Guard c o n g r e s s e s  r e spon-  
s ib l e  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees and n o t  l e f t  t o -  
autonomous f a c t i o n s .  F i n a l l y ,  hundreds  of t h o u s a n d s  of 
u n i v e r s i t y  and middle-school  s t u d e n t s  were and c o n t i n u e  
t o  be d i s p a t c h e d  f o r c i b l y  f o r  r e c t i f i c a t i o n  i n  r u r a l  areas  
--communes, v i l l a g e s ,  mines ,  and PLA farms. 

By e a r l y  September ,  Red G u a r d - r e l a t e d  v i o l e n c e  
was less t h a n  a t  any  time s i n c e  August of 1966. A t  t h e  
same time, w i t h  order b a s i c a l l y  restored, o f f i c i a l  media 
and C e n t r a l  leaders began t o  c a u t i o n  t h a t  worke r  propa-  
ganda teams were n o t  t o  engage  i n  t h e  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  sup-  
p r e s s i o n  of Red Guards and i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  E v e n t s  d u r i n g  
Oc tobe r  p r o v i d e d  f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  Ma0 c o n t i n u e s  . - .  
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t o  e n v i s a g e  a n  e s s e n t i a l  b u t  much d i m i n i s h e d  r o l e  i n  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  f o r  a a t r e a m l i n e d ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  
and r e s p o n s i v e  Red Guard o r g a n i z a t i o n .  -. . 

- - - - - - - -  

"wen ty - s ix  y e a r s  ago ,  i n  h i s  a d d r e s s  a t  the Yenan 
C o n f e r e n c e  of Writers and A r t i s t s  i n  May of 1942,  Mao had 
d e c l a r e d  : 

Whenever I compare unreformed i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
w i t h  workers ,  p e a s a n t s ,  and s o l d i e r s ,  I feel  
t h a t  not' o n l y  aret there  many u n c l e a n  t h i n g s  
i n  t h e  minds of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  b u t  a l s o  
t h a t  t h e i r  bodies a r e  unc lean .  The c l e a n e s t  
people are ' , the workers  and p e a s a n t s ,  e v e n  
t h o u g h  t h e i r  hands  may be so i l ed  and  t h e i r  
f e e t  smeared w i t h  cow dung. Anyway, t h e y  
a r e  s t i l l  c l e a n e r  t h a n  t h e  bourgeois ie  and 
t h e  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e .  

La te r  e v e n t s  i n t e n s i f i e d  Mao's d i s t r u s t  of C h i n a ' s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  
t i o n  of t h e  "Hundred Flowers" Movement, some of t h e  most 
ou t spoken  criticism Sf P a r t y  p o l i c y  came from s t u d e n t s  
and f a c u l t y  of t h e  China Peop le l s  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a "model 
u n i v e r s i t y "  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  F e b r u a r y  1950 fo r  t h e  spec i f ic  
p u r p o s e  of t r a i n i n g  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y f 1  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  of 
worke r -peasan t  background t o  become cadres f o r  n a t i o n a l  
c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

I n  1957, d u r i n g  t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  l i b e r a l i z a -  

1964 i n  a n  e x t e n d e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w i t h  a t : s 7 y /  Mao d e m o n s t r a t e d  q u i t e  
c l e a r l y  t h a t  h i s  s u s p  c o n s  n o t  been  d i s p e l l e d .  H e  
e v i n c e d  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  P e k i n g  Uni- 
v e r s i t y  ( P e i t a ) - - " I t  is n o t  a good u n i v e r s i t y " - - a n d  when 
t h e  
and 'Iounci t n e i a c u i t y '  and s t u d e n t s  "were e n t h u s i a s t i c  
and had a c i v i c  s p i r i t ,  Mao r e p l i e d ,  "They t o l d  you so, 
b u t  what t h e y  s a y  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  what 

s t a t e d  t h a t  he  had v i s i t e d  P e i t a  
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t h e y  do. It  is n o t  a good u n i v e r s i t y . "  Another  member 
of t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  t h e n  v o l u n t e e r e d  t h a t  he had b e e n  q u i t e  
impressed b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a t  a c e r t a i n  p o l y t e c h n i c a l  i n -  
s t i t u t e .  Mao r e s p o n d e d ,  " N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e y  s p o k e  w e l l  i n  
f r o n t  of you ,  

n o t ,  t h i s  is what  w e  w i l l  see i n  t h e  f u t u r e . "  

T h a t  is why you mus t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  b e l i e v e  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  s a y .  Whether  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  good or .. 

Mao's 1 o n g . s t a n d i n g  v i e w s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s '  s t r e n g t h s  and w e a k n e s s e s  were r e i n f o r c e d  by 
t h e  p e r f d r m a n c e  of t h e  Red Guards  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of 
t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  d a t e .  I n  t h e  i n i t i a l ,  de s t ruc -  
t i v e - p h a s e ,  Ma0 explo i ted  t h e  young s t u d e n t s '  r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  zeal  a n d  used t h e  Red G u a r d s  as a u n i q u e  e x t r a - P a r t y  

test  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  or n o t  h i g h - r a n k i n g  members of 
t h e  P a r t y  were w o r t h y  t o  be d e c l a r e d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c -  
cessors and hence  e l ig ib le  f o r  p o s i t i . o n s  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
i n  t h e  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  order.  

> 

$ .r - i n s t r u m e n t  to s u b j e c t  t h e  e l i t e  t o  a n  ordeal by f i re - -a  7 

W h i l e  i t  would be too much t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  followed a p r e d e t e r m i n e d  master p l a n - - t h e r e  
h a v e  been  too many t a c t i c a l  a d j u s t m e n t s  and  s h i f t s  a l o n g  
t h e  way-it  is clear  t h a t  Mao e n v i s a g e d  t w o  d i s t i n c t  
p h a s e s  from t h e  s t a r t :  d e s t r u c t i v e  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i v e .  
T h e  Red Guards  were Mao's v a n g u a r d  d u r i n g  the d e s t r u c t i v e  
phase;  however ,  t h e y  p roved  t o  be a w o e f u l l y  d e f e c t i v e  
i n s t r u m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  phase.  

Mao's d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i t h  t h e  Red Guards  became 
a p p a r e n t  a f t e r  t h e i r  d i s m a l ,  s e l f - s e e k i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e  
d u r i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  " p o w e r - s e i z u r e s t t  of e a r  l y  1967, and  
was i n t e n s i f i e d  by t h e i r  i n d i s c r i m i n a t e ,  i n t e r n e c i n e  war- 
f a r e  d u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  summer. Time and  a g a i n ,  Mao 
o r d e r e d  t h e  j -oung s t u d e n t s  t o  r e c t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  v o l u n t -  
a r i l y .  They d i d  n o t  do so ,  t h e r e b y  c o n f i r m i n g  i n  M a o ' s  
mind h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  n e g a t i v e  q u a l i t i e s  of C h i n a ' s  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  

As e a r l y  a s  1939, Mao had w r i t t e n  t h a t  t h e  s o l e  
c r i t e r i o n  by w h i c h  t o  j u d g e  whe the r  o r  n o t  a y o u t h  is 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  is i f  he is " w i l l i n g  t o  i n t e g r a t e  h i m s e l f  
w i t h  t h e  b r o a d  masses of workers  and  p e a s a n t s  and  does 
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so i n  p r a c t i c e . "  The Red Guards had n o t  been  w i l l i n g  t o  
do s o .  Thus,  Mao r e p l a c e d  them w i t h  a new vanguard- - the  
working  class--when he dec ided  t h a t  t h e  time had come t o  
s t a r t  bui ; ldfng and c o n s o l i d a t i n g  h i s  new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
order ,  and f o r c i b l y  d ispa tched  t h e  young i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
t o  r u r a l  a r e a s  by t h e  hundreds  of t h o u s a n d s  f o r  f u r t h e r  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p u r i f i c a t i o n . "  The Red Guards  a s  a ter- 
r o r i s t i c  d e v i c e  had o u t l i v e d  t h e i r  u s e f u l n e s s .  

,, s:;.;!. 
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