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LIN PIA0 A N D  THE GREAT HELMSMAN 

MEMORANDUM TO RECIPIENTS: 

L i n  P i a o ,  now 62 yea r s  of age ,  has  long been Mao 
Tse- tung 's  f a v o r i t e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r .  I t  was not  u n t i l  
1958, however, t h a t  he became a major par'ty l e a d e r ,  and 
he has been Mao ' s  " c l o s e s t  comrade-in-arms" and des igna ted  
successo r  a s  chairman of t h e  p a r t y  only s i n c e  1966. L i n ' s  
unexpected rise t o  such eminence h a s  evoked ques t ions  as 
t o  whether he should be taken s e r i o u s l y  a s  a successo r  
t o  Mao and a s  a t r u e  Maoist. 

For example, has  Lin m e r e l y  e x p l o i t e d  Mao's v a n i t y  
and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  provided by the  C u l t u r a l  Revolu- 
t i o n  f o r  h i s  own purposes ,  or  is he f u l l y  f a i t h f u l  t o  
Mao and committed t o  Maoism? Was Mao'-s choice  o f  Lin a s  
successor  a sudden and a r b i t r a r y  dec i s ion  which he may 
r e v e r s e ,  or was the  a c t  a cu lmina t ion  of y e a r s  of growing 
confidence i n  L i n  a s  a s t anda rd  bea re r  f o r  Maoist revolu-  
t ion? 

This  I n t e l l i g e n c e  Report  g i v e s  t h e  m a d e r  a s ense  
of L i n ' s  development and c h a r a c t e r  and of h i s  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  over t h e  yea r s  w i t h  Mao. I t  concludes t h a t  L i n  is 
a devoted Maoist ,  t h a t  he w i l l  probably t a k e  t h e  helm 
from the  Great  Helmsman, and t h a t  he w i l l  a t t empt  t o  f o l -  
low t h e  r evo lu t iona ry  course  t h a t  has  been c h a r t e d  by 
Mao. , 

The l a r g e r  ques t ion  a s  t o  whether Lin P i a o  a s  The 
Chairman w i l l  be a b l e  t o  s t a y  i n  power without  modifying 
Mao's p o l i c i e s  is t h e  s u b j e c t  of f u t u r e  papers  i n  a series 
of SRS s t u d i e s  of L i n  P iao .  

Th i s  s t u d y  was reviewed by t h e  O f f i c e  of Na t iona l  
Es t imates  and t h e  O f f i c e  of Current  I n t e l l i g e n c e .  Both 
a r e  i n  g e n e r a l  agreement w i t h  i ts  t h r u s t  and f i n d i n g s .  

1 
Chie f ,  ' DD kT!* I S p e c i a l  Research 
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LIN PIA0 AND THE GREAT HELMSMAN 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

L i n ' s  Support of Mao 

The d e t a i l e d  r eco rd  set f o r t h  a t  Annex is one of 
Lin P i a o ' s  dog-like devot ion  t o  Mao over a pe r iod  of 
a t  l e a s t  35 yea r s .  While t h e  s t o r y  of L i n ' s  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  Mao i n  t h e  e a r l y  yea r s  of 1928-1934 h a s  been sup- 
p l i e d  only r e c e n t l y  and may be i n  p a r t  f a b r i c a t e d ,  t h e  
r eco rd  is s o l i d  from 1935 t o  d a t e .  I t  shows Lin s t and-  
i n g  w i t h  Mao a g a i n s t  three powerful f o r c e s :  Mao's r i v a l s  
f o r  l eade r sh ip  of t h e  p a r t y ,  L i n ' s  p e e r s  i n  t he  PLA, and 
a success ion  of Sov ie t  l eade r s .  

. .  

I '  

'- * 

. .  

Lin has  given Ma0 important  and sometimes c r u c i a l  
suppor t  a g a i n s t  h i s  r i v a l s  i n  the  pa r ty  many t i m e s :  i n  
t h e  January  1935 showdown which made Mao dominant i n  t h e  
p a r t y ,  i n  t h e  1942 " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  campaign, i n  t h e  cha l -  
lenge by Peng Te-huai i n  1959, dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  of  
t h e  cha l lenge  by  Liu Shao-chi i n  1962, throughout t h e  
prolonged s t r u g g l e  for power w i t h  L i u ' s  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  
i n  t h e  yea r s  1962-65, i n  t h e  autumn of  1965 a s  t h e  C u l -  
t u r a l  Revolution was emerging, i n  Mao's o p e r a t i o n s  out -  
s i d e  Peking i n  t h e  w in te r  of 1965-66, and throughout t h e  
tumultuous even t s  of s p r i n g  and summer 1966 t h a t  ended 
wi th  t h e  purge of L i u  and  t h e  smashing of t h e  p a r t y  
appa ra tus .  A t  each of these j u n c t u r e s ,  Lin r i s k e d  h i s  
own p o s i t i o n ;  he i d e n t i f i e d  h i m s e l f  so  completely w i t h  
Mao t h a t  he would have been brought down i f  Mao had los t  
t h e  b a t t l e .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  
another  group i n  
of t h e  t i m e  s i n c e  

Lin has  supported Mao a g a i n s t  one or 
t h e  Chinese Communist armed f o r c e s  much 
a t  l e a s t  1935; and i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  
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Revolut ion he has  pu t  heavy p res su re  on t h e  PLA a s  a whole, 
thereby r i s k i n g  h i s  own base of power. Lin supported 
Mao a g a i n s t  m i l i t a r y  a s  w e l l  a s  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  
showdown of January 1935, helped t o  purge t h e  PLA i n  t h e  
" r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  of 1942, carr ied o u t  the  purge of 1959, 
and took t h e  l ead  i n  purging t h e  ch ie f -o f - s t a f f  and 
o t h e r s  i n  l a t e  1965 i n  o r d e r  t o  c l e a r  t h e  way f o r  Mao's 
C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion.  During the  Revolu t ion ,  he has taken 
the  l ead  i n  purging--or has  ac t ed  w i t h  Madame Mao and 
o t h e r s  i n  purging--about ha l f  of t h e  c e n t r a l  m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s h i p  and many r e g i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  l e a d e r s .  H e  
has protecte 'd  t h e  young Maoist r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  ha ras s ing  
t h e  PLA whi le  rebuking and punishing t h e  PLA f o r  r e t a l i a t -  
i ng  ( s p r i n g  1967, summer 1967, and s p r i n g  1968) .  H e  has  
soaked t h e  PLA i n  Mao's thought and has  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t o l d  
h i s  m i l i t a r y  comrades t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  judging  them 
w i l l  be t he i r  l o y a l t y  t o  Mao and Mao's thought--and he has  
a c t e d  on t h a t , p r i n c i p l e .  H e  has  r epea ted ly  f a i l e d  t o  in-  
duce  Ma0 t o  g i v e  the PLA t he  a u t h o r i t y  commensurate w i t h  
i ts  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  or t o  he lp  h i s  m i l i t a r y  subord ina te s  
t o  understand Mao's opaque " i n s t r u c t i o n s " ,  band he  has  
c o n c i l i a t e d  t h e  PLA on ly  r e l u c t a n t l y  and i n  p e r i o d s  of 1 

a c u t e  dependence on i t .  

Despi te  h i s  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  and good r e l a t i o n s  
wi th  t h e  Russians i n  t h e  yea r s  1938-1942, Lin immediat- 
e l y  t h e r e a f t e r  supported Mao a g a i n s t  the  Sovie t -or ien ted  
Chinese l e a d e r s ,  and s i n c e  1959 has  s tood  f i r m  w i t h  Ma0 
on t h e  e n t i r e  range of issues  i n  d i s p u t e  w i t h  Moscow. 
During t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion,  Lin h a s  spoken s o  of fen-  
s i v e l y  about  t h e  Russians--using.Mao's harsh  and d e r i s i v e  
terms--that t h e y  appear  t o  h a t e  h i m  a lmost  a s  much a s  
they  do Mao. As i n  h i s  handl ing o f ' t h e  PLA, he has 
j o i n e d  a pul lback  only--as i n  r e c e n t  s t a g e s  of t h e  border  
dispute-- in  period.: o f  m e a t  danger. 

L i n ' s  V i e w  of H i m s e l f  - 
L i n ' s  own d e f i n i t i o n  of  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Mao 

is so extreme t h a t  i t  has  sometimes been regarded  a s  a 
hoax, a c y n i c a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  o l d  man's i n s a t i a b l e  
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van i ty .  For more than  25 y e a r s  Lin h a s  been upholding 
Mao's "thought" and u rg ing  a b s o l u t e  f a i t h  i n  Mao, and i n  
r e c e n t  y e a r s  he h a s  p ra i sed  Mao--in terms reminiscent  of 
S t a l i n ' s  sycophants--as always c o r r e c t ,  the  g r e a t e s t  of 
a l l  Communists, t h e  supreme g e n i u s ,  t h e  source  of a l l  
l i g h t ,  t h e  answer t o  every  problem..  Lin has  ab jured  any 
body of thought  of h i s  own, or even any i d e n t i t y  of h i s  
own, a p a r t  from t h a t  of Mao. He has presented  himself 
a s  e n t i r e l y  Mao's ins t rument ,  t h e  p e r f e c t  s e r v a n t ,  recog- 
n i z i n g  t h e  d i s t a n c e  between t h e  law-giver and h imse l f ,  
doing h i s  best  t o  understand and c a r r y i n g  o u t  w i t h  a l l  
h i s  might what he could unders tand ,  whi le  being prepared 
--as Mao's s e r v a n t s  above a l l  m u s t  be prepared--to t ake  
the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  any a c t i o n  which Mao might l a t e r  
de f ine  a s  a "mistake". I n  a l l  of these r e s p e c t s ,  h i s  
record is much bet ter  t h a n  t h a t  of h i s  p redecessor ,  L i u  
Shao-chi. 

There is  probably a degree of r h e t o r i c  i n  L i n ' s  
s t a t emen t s  of h i s  f e e l i n g s  toward Mao, b u t  t he  record  
does seem t o  suppor t  L i n ' s  account  of himself a s  awed, 
dazz led ,  and i n  bond e n t i r e l y .  H e  h a s  proven h i s  f i d e l i t y  
i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  way--that is,  i d e n t i f y i n g - h i s  own 
in te res t  completely w i t h  Mao's, he has  r epea ted ly  r i s k e d  
h i s  own p o s i t i o n  for Mao's s ake ,  and has  accepted t h e  
danger of r e t a l i a t i o n - - f r o m  the  PLA and t h e  Russians-in 
t h e  f u t u r e .  H e  has  indeed been Mao's "best pup i l . "  
There  seems very  l i t t l e  chance t h a t  he w i l l  t u r n  on Mao 
and refuse t o  c a r r y  out  Mao's w i l l  t o  t h e  best  of h i s  
a b i l i t y ,  or t h a t  he w i l l  t r y  t o  h u r r y  t h e  o l d  man i n t o  
r e t i r emen t  or i n t o  the  grave.  

Mao's Confidence i n  Lin 

The r eco rd  a l s o  shows Mao t o  be responding t o  
L i n ' s  devot5on by a s s ign ing  L in  p o s t s  and t a s k s  of 
i nc reas ing  importance and t r u s t .  T h i s  has  been t r u e  i n  
t h e  m i l i t a r y  f i e l d ,  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  f i e l d ,  and i n  
r ecen t  yea r s  a c r o s s  the  e n t i r e  range  of a p a r t y  l e a d e r ' s  
concern.  
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L i n ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  yea r s  1928-1934 is no t  e n t i r e l y  
c l e a r ,  b u t  there is no doubt t h a t  Mao chose Lin f o r  a 
c u r c i a l  m i l i t a r y  role i n  1935 dur ing  t h e  Long March. H e  
gave Lin t h e  comman'd of a l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e  Chinese 
Communist f o r c e s  i n  1937, and gave him d i s c r e t i o n  i n  
us ing  them. I n  1945, a s  soon a s  Lin was w e l l  enough t o  
handle  t h e  job, Mao gave him command of  t h e  best f o r c e s  
and a s s igned  him t h e  most important  m i J i t a r y  miss ion ,  t h e  
c o n t e s t  for t h e  Nor theas t .  This won, he gave Lin the  
most important  r o l e  i n  t a k i n g  the  rest of China. 
when Lin was d i s a b l e d ,  Mao named him t o  t h e  MAC, and i n  
1959, soon a f t e r  Lin had r e t u r n e d  t o  a c t i o n ,  Mao named 
him t o  t h e  two most impor tan t  m i l i t a r y  p o s t s ,  Min i s t e r  
of Defense and Chief of t h e  MAC. 

I n  1952, 

Mao showed h igh  conf idence  i n  Lin a s  a p o l i t i c a l  
l e a d e r  a s  e a r l y  a s  1936, i n  naming him t o  head t h e  school  
which was t o  t r a i n  a l l  Chinese Communist m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  
H e  demonstrated t h i s  confidence r e p e a t e d l y  i n  1942 a n d '  
1943, when he u s e d  Lin-- just  back from t h e  USSR--against 
t h e  Sovie t -or ien ted  l e a d e r s  i n  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n  ," named Lin 
t o  head the  reorganized p a r t y  s c h o o l ,  s e n t  Lin t o  Chung- 
k ing  t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t s ,  and named Lin 
a s . h i s  successo r  a s  p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r  and ( aga in )  p r e s i -  
dent  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  academy. I n  1949, when Mao made 
Lin a r e g i o n a l  p a r t y  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  a s  well a s  r e g i o n a l  
m i l i t a r y  commander, he was the:. on ly  person so honored. 
Lin was taken  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  i n  1955 even when he 
was s i c k  and out  of a c t i o n .  Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  l i m i t e d  
d u t y  Lin  was made a vice-chairman of the  p a r t y  and a 
member of t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee. When Lin  
was named t o  head t h e  MAC i.n 1959, t h i s  p a r t y  organ for 
t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  m i l i t a r y  es tab l i shment  was subord ina ted  
only t o  Mao, no t  t o  t h e  p a r t y  appa ra tus .  

Mao may have begun t o  th ink  of Lin a s  h i s  succes-  
sor a s  e a r l y  a s  1962. A t  t h a t  t i m e  Mao began t o  t r a n s f e r  
h i s  own base  of power from t h e  p a r t y  a p p a r a t u s  t o  L i n ' s  
PLA, and t o  make t h e  p o l i t i c a l  work methods of the PLA 
and then  t h e  PLA a s  a whole t h e  models for C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y .  
For t h e  next  t h r e e  y e a r s , . L i n  and t h e  PLA were inc reas -  
i n g l y  presented  a s  t h e  best examples for every  i n d i v i d u a l  
and every o rgan iza t ion .  I n  1965, Mao.:took Lin i n t o  h i s  
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conf idence  i n  planning t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion and t h e  
g r e a t  purge which was c e n t r a l  t o  i t ,  took Lin with him 
to  h i s  headquar t e r s  o u t s i d e  Peking,  and gave Lin t h e  l ead -  
i n g  r o l e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  of t h e  purge i n  l a t e  1965. 
H e  a s s igned  L i n  t h e  main speech a t  t h e  p a r t y  conference  
of May 1966 which o f f i c i a l l y  launched t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revo- 
l u t i o n ,  and a t  t h e  p a r t y  plenum of August 1966 he r evea led  
L i n  t o  be h i s  choice a s  h i s  successo r ,  a g a i n  a s s i g n i n g  
him t h e  main speech. H e  had L in  speak f o r  h i m  a t  the 
r a l l i e s  of August and September which launched t h e  Red 
Guards,  and aga in  a s s igned  t o  Lin the main speech a t  
t h e  October work conference  which r evea led  Mao's f u r t h e r  
p l a n s  for t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion.  While Mao then  sup- 
plemented Lin with Madame Mao for t h e  next  s t a g e  of the 
purge of t h e  PLA, from January 1967 Mao u s e d  t h e  PLA 
as t h e  main instrument  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion ,  and 
he d i d  not  hold L i n  responsiblk--as  he he ld  o t h e r  m i l i -  
t a r y  leaders--for  "mistakes" i n  handl ing mass organiza-  
t i o n s  o r  f o r  occas iona l  a c t s  of de f i ance  b y  m i l i t a r y  
leaders. Nor d i d  he hold Lin responsible--as  he e a s i l y  
might have--for t h e  o f f e n s e s  of h i s  p ro teges  Hsiao Hua 
(summer 1967) and Yang Cheng-wu ( sp r ing  1968).  On t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  October 1968 plenum proclaimed L i n ' s  
conduct i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion a s  " e n t i r e l y  c o r r e c t  , I '  

and d r a f t e d  a C o n s t i t u t i o n  provid ing  f o r  h i m  t o  succeed 
Mao wi thout  con , tes t .  A t  t h e  Ninth Congress i n  A p r i l  1969, 
Lin  was aga in  ass igned  t h e  main speech and was given 
s e v e r a l  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  f o r  m i l i t a r y  men i n  whom 
he appa ren t ly  had confidence.  Mao took Lin w i t h  h i m  t o  
a resort f o r  t h e  s u m m e r ,  and a g a i n  on Na t iona l  Day i n  
October ass igned  h i m  t h e  main speech. 

I C .  

, 

Although Mao is u n s t a b l e ,  he w i l l  probably n o t  
change h i s  mind about  Lin.  L in  might need t o  improve 
h i s  pos i t i on - - tha t  is ,  i n s t a l l  more of h i s  own men--in 
c e r t a i n  c e n t r a l  m g a n s  of t he  p a r t y  i n  order t o  be 
secure a g a i n s t  any a t tempt  t o  prevent  him from succeed- 
ing  Mao, but  i t  is d o u b t f u l  t h a t  Mao's o t h e r  l i e u t e n a n t s  
would defy t h e  o ld  man's w i l l  and block L i n ' s  way. It  
is t h e r e f o r e  l i k e l y  t h a t  Lin w i l l  g e t  h i s  chance a s  t h e  
p a r t y  ' s chairman. 



I 1 

L i n ' s  S a t u r a t i o n  i n  Mao's Thoupht 

With r e g a r d  t o  Mao's " thought ,"  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  
m a t t e r  is a b e l i e f  i n  something c l o s e  t o  t h e  p e r f e c t i b i -  
l i t y  of t h e  p a r t y  c a d r e ,  a l though not  t he  p e r f e c t i b i l i t y  
of mankind. There is t o  be a new, completely p o l i t i c a l ,  
hypermotivated,  s e l f l e s s  pa r ty 'worke r  who w i l l  d i rec t  
imperfec t  men i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of a new Chinese s o c i e t y .  
Th i s  s o c i e t y  w i l l  be e g a l i t a r i a n ,  austere,  and i n  a s t a t e  
of cont inuous r e v o l u t i o n .  That is, t h e  p a r t y  and t h e  
s o c i e t y  w i l l  con t inue  t o  p u r i f y  themselves through c l a s s  
s t r u g g l e ;  through a ser ies  of C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ions ,  c r ea -  
t i v e  d i s o r d e r s .  T h i s  v i s i o n  of t h e  good s o c i e t y  presumes 
a l a r g e ,  a l though perhaps  d iminish ing ,  s e c t o r  of s o c i e t y  
i n  l a b o r  camps and under o t h e r  d u r e s s .  The p a r t y  is t o  
d i r e c t  and c o n t r o l  "mass" a c t i o n  i n  which t h e  people  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  formula t ion  of p o l i c i e s  devised f o r  
t h e  common good. The s o c i e t y  is t o  be t h e  model f o r  a l l  
peoples ,  and--as a p o l i t i c a l  hype rac t ive ,  economically 
prosperous ,  and m i l i t a r i l y  powerful modern s t a t e - - an  
instrument  for t h e i r  l i b e r a t i o n .  

The new Chinese  cadre  is made p o s s i b l e  by the  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of Mao's t hough t ,  embodied i n  Mao the  per -  
f e c t  man, who a c c e p t s  d e i f i c a t i o n  n o t  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  but 
on behalf  of h i s  " thought ."  Mao's " thought ,"  i n  prac-  
t i c e ,  c a l l s  first for unremi t t i ng  p o l i t i c a l  i ndoc t r ina -  
t i o n ,  mainly t h e  i n s t i l l a t i o n  of moral i n c e n t i v e s ,  pro- 
ducing t h e  f a n a t i c a l  r evo lu t iona ry  w i l l  which works w i t h  
a l l  i ts  might and f e a r s  "ne i the r  ha rdsh ip  nor  dea th . "  
Th i s  r evo lu t iona ry  w i l l  is t o  be produced i n  a l l  cad res  
and i n  t h e  masses so  f a r  a s  poss ib l e .  The "thought" c a l l s  
f o r  mob i l i za t ion  of t h e  masses on a c o l o s s a l  s c a l e ,  a s  
i n  t h e  campaigns a g a i n s t  coun te r - r evo lu t iona r i e s ,  t h e  
Leap Forward, t h e  commune program, and most r e c e n t l y  t h e  
Cultura  1 Revolution. 

.* 
The m i l i t a r y  d o c t r i n e  of  t h e  emerging Maoist s o c i e t y  

is centered  on "peop le ' s  war," both a s  a de fens ive  s t r a -  
tegy  and a s  a n  o f f e n s i v e  s t r a t e g y .  The defense-in-depth 
concept ho lds  t h a t  Chinese numerical  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  high 
morale ,  and t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  of r e sources  w i l l  permit  China 

, 
I 
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t o  s u r v i v e  a n u c l e a r  a t t a c k  and t o  e n t i c e  a n  invader  t o  
h i s  doom. Chinese o f f e n s i v e  d o c t r i n e  does not  envisage 
t a k i n g , h i g h  risks by invading o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  but r a t h e r  
encourages "people ' s  wars" of t h e  Chinese t y p e ,  i n  which' 
Communist-led f o r c e s  r e l y  mainly on t h e i r  own e f f o r t s  
a n d a r e  a s s i s t e d  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e  by Peking 

Mao's thought does n o t  c a l l  f o r  i n c e s s a n t ,  i n -  
s e n s a t e  m i l i t a n c y ,  i n  which no allowance is made f o r  t he  
l i m i t a t i o n s  'of  t h e  human m a t e r i a l  and t h e  r e f r a c t o r i n e s s  . 
of t h e  environment; i t  c a l l s  f o r  an  adjustment  t o  r e a l i t y  
a s  necessary .  Mao h a s  been a b l e  t o  r e t r e a t  i n  t i m e  t o  
p r e s e r v e . h i s  own p o s i t i o n  and t o  avoid a popular  r e v o l t .  
B u t  h i s  b i a s  is m i l i t a n t ,  c a l l i n g  f o r  t h e  utmost e f f o r t  
on a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l i n e  before  any s l acken ing  is per-  
m i t t e d :  t h u s ,  i n  p r a c t i c e  Mao's thought a l l o w s  for a 
r e t r ea t  when t h e  r e a l  world compels a re t rea t ,  u sua l ly  
long a f t e r  t he  t i m e  a non-Maoist would t h i n k  a r e t r e a t  
a d v i s a b l e  . 

Mao's "thought" has  e n t a i l e d  a s t y l e  of leader -  
s h i p  which is s imi la r  i n  some r e s p e c t s  t o  S t a l i n ' s  b u t  
is  i d e n t i f i a b l y  Mao's. Whether Mao' s d i r e c t i v e s  c a l l  
f o r  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  advance ("Bombard t h e  headquarters")  
or f o r  a per iod  of r e t r e a t  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  ("We m u s t  
have un i ty" ) ,  Mao's p o s i t i o n  is always t h e  one c o r r e c t  
p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  t r u e  L e f t i s t  c e n t e r  between t h e  extremes 
of t he  Right and t h e  Ul t r a -Le f t .  Mao's d i r e c t i v e s  a r e  
sometimes c l e a r  ( "People ' s  communes a r e  good , I 1  or "Those 
who a t t a c k  t h e  PLA w i l l  be suppressed") b u t ,  when he 
is undecided about h i s  p o l i c y ,  o f t e n  vague ( t h e  PLA 
and mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  t o  "cooperate",  or t he  masses 
a r e  t o  " take p a r t "  i n  p a r t y  conso l ida t ion ) .  The pa r ty  
cadre  is always t h e  man i n  t he  m i d d l e ,  between t h e  i n f a l -  
l i b l e  Mao and t h e  c h i l d l i k e  masses, h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  
for e r r o r s  i n  understanding Mao's w i l l  or for incompet- 
ence i n  ca r ry ing  i t  o u t .  The f a i l i n g s  of cad res  a r e  
r evea led  by i n t e n s i v e  and  prolonged c r i t i c i s m ;  the  un- 
r epen tan t  and i n c o r r i g i b l e - - w i l l f u l l y  i n  error, l i k e  
L i u  Shao-chi--are purged, b u t  most a r e  redeemed by 
exhaus t ive  s e l f - c r i t i c i s m ,  repentance  and reform.  Every 
campaign, no matter how ru inous  i n  some r e s p e c t s ,  is 
held t o  r e s u l t  i n  g r e a t  g a i n s  and o n l y  minor l o s s e s ,  and 
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p r e p a r e s  t h e  ground f o r  ano the r  campaign a s  soon a s ,  i n  
Mao's judgment, t:he people and the environment can s t a n d  
it. 

. .  

\ 

1 

Lin P i a 0  has  been f u l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  Mao's 
thought--not on ly  i n  h i s  :formal speeches ,  which he h a s  
admi t ted  he does n o t  wri te ,  b u t  fn h i s  in formal  t a l k s  
and spontaneous remarks,  which 'bes t  r e f l e c t  h i s  t r u e  
bel iefs .  By t h e  l a t e  1940 ' s  h e , h a d  accepted  Mao's 
"thought" a s  a coherent  body o f  doc t r ine ' ,  and i n  t h e  
y e a r s  t o  come was t o  f i n d  it t h e ,  on ly  necessary  d o c t r i n e .  
By 1959, he was on record  a s  endors ing  and defending 
Mao's r a d i c a l  domestic programs and the r a t i o n a l e  f o r  
them, and Mao's a p p l i c a t i o n  of h i s  thought  t o  t h e  b u i l d -  
i n g  of the  mi l . i t a ry  es tab l i shment  and t h e  PLA's r o l e  i n  
Chinese l i f e .  By t h e  end of 1960, he had a s s o c i a t e d  
h i m s e l f  f i r m l y  w ' i th  Mao's s t r a t e g i c  m i l i t a r y  concepts ,  
and Mao's r e j e c t i o n  of Sov ie t  "revis ionism.  " I n  t h e  
next f e w  yea r s  he app l i ed  s t r enuous ly  t o  t h e  PYA Mao's 
methods o:f remak:i.ng men.  I n  1965 he spoke f o r  t he  con- 
c e p t  of "peop le ' s  .war" a s  bo,th of : fensive and de fens ive  
doc'tr.ine i n  t h e  mos,t: ambi t ious  terms p o s s i b l e ,  and by 
e a r l y  1966 he  was ca l l i n g  :fox- an ideologica  1 r e v o l v t  i o n  
i n  China. I n  ' t he  course o:f . th.e C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion he 
has  s t a t e d  r e p e a t e d l y  his b e l i u f  i n  Mao's v i s i o n  of a 
new China, h i s  f a i t h  i :n  t r a s s fo rming  me:n on Mao's l i n e s  
( i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  i n  s p i r i t u a l .  over m a t e r i a l  i n c e n t i v e ) ,  
h i s  devot ion  t o  "s t ruggle"  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of a l l  
p r o g r e s s ,  an.d h i s  wi.12ingness Lo a c c e p t  any c o s t s  t o  
make Mao ' s  v: i s io :n  a c t u a l .  

Like Mao: Li:n. a c c e p t s  the p r i n c i p l e  of making a 
s t r a t e g i c  r e t r e a t  when' nrcessa:ry? w h i l e  h a i l i n g  p rev ious .  
advan,ces and plann:i.:ng another a s  soon a s  Eoss ib le .  By 
1960 he was assoc.ia't:ed wi.?.::h a :retreat i n  Mao's domestic 
campaigns, and 'was prafs:i.:!;.g hlao's w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  make it. 
S i m i l a r l y ,  i n  t h e  course of t h e  Cul?:wral Revolut ion he 
has  joined Mao i n  pul:l:ing back fsom conf : ronta t ions  wi th  
the PLA a s  a whole A.n periods of great dependence on i t .  
And he has  been caut:ious :i.:n :r;ece:r,t months on t h e  Sino- 
Sov ie t  boydey d i spu te .  Ye'vert:he:ks:s h.:is p r e d i s p o s i t i o n ,  
l i k e  Mao's, is' m i l i t a n t ,  f o r c i n g  'the human m a t e r i a l  t o  
t h e  l i m i t .  
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Lin a s  a Leader 

Lin g i v e s  
an  imp!esslon or r l g l a i t y .  H e  is a u s t e r e ,  eveh bleak.  
Unlike Mao, he does n o t  smoke, d r i n k ,  o r  o v e r e a t ,  and 
l i v e s  much l i k e  a common s o l d i e r .  Like Mao, he speaks  
from dogmatic p o s i t i o n s ,  and is s e l f - r i g h t e o u s  and 
p u n i t i v e .  While advoca t ing  pe r suas ion ,  h i s  tendency is 
to  d e l i v e r  lectures and g i v e  o r d e r s ,  sometimes more 
h a r s h l y  than  Mao h imse l f .  Like Mao, he can sometimes be 
i n f l u e n c e d ,  bu t  n o t  u n t i l  he is i n  t r o u b l e .  

C L V U S ,  ~ I I U  UISL~USLIUI; I I ~ !  e l i e v e s  t h a t  everyone 
should be watched a l l  t h e  time. 

S ince  Ma0 is always r i g h t ,  L in  is always r i g h t .  
While he has  proclaimed himself prepared t o  accep t  re- 
s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  "mistakes" a s  l a t e r  d e f i n e d  by Mao, 
Mao has  n o t  i n  f a c t  blamed h i m  for anyth ing ,  and Lin nas 
held o t h e r s  s h a r p l y  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  even though t h e y  had 
been g iven  impossible  t a s k s  o r  opaque d i r e c t i v e s .  Like I 
Mao, he b e l i e v e s  i n  s p i r i t u a l  c leansing-- in  p u t t i n g  cad res  
through c r i t i c i s m  and s e l f - c r i t i c i s m  aga in  and aga in  i n  . I  
an e f f o r t  t o  redeem them. H e  himself  has  made s e l f -  I c r i t i c i s m s ,  a l though no t  i n  r e c e n t  years .  While he h a s  
shown some sympathy from t i m e  t o  t i m e  f o r  h i s  m i l i t a r y  
comrades, because of t h e  problems they  f a c e ,  l i k e  Mao 
he b e l i e v e s  i n  t h e  removal, confinement,  or (sometimes) 
execu t ion  of those  who cannot  be redeemed,  and he h a s  
j o i n e d  Mao i n  conduct ing such purges.  

Despi te  h i s  r o l e  a s  t h e  successo r ,  he h a s  been a 
g e n e r a l l y  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  source of guidance to h i s  sub- 
o r d i n a t e s  and t o  t he  people a s  a whole. While t h i s  f a i l -  
ing  is a t t r i b u t a b l e  i n  p a r t  t o  Mao's f r equen t  f a i l u r e  ID 
provide c l e a r  guidance,  Lin t o o  o f t e n  simply o f f e r s  Mao's 
"thought" a s  a bag t o  f i n d  t h e  answer in--"Apply Mao's 
thought i n  a l i v i n g  way," or "Judge a l l  cad res  by t h e i r  
adherence t o  Mao's thought .  'I  Or he . p o i n t s  i n  a g iven  

there--"Support t h e  L e f t .  I '  Or he is s i l e n t - - t h u s  p u t t i n g  
a l l  of t h e  burden of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  on h i s  subord ina te s  
whi le  he sits back t o  r ende r  judgment on them. 

I - he is s e c l u s i v e ,  

i 

d i r e c t i o n  b u t  does not t e l l  h i s  audience how t o  g e t  I 
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The ev idence ,  i n  sum,  is t h a t  Lin is what Mao be- 
l i e v e s  him t o  be--a r e l i a b l e  " r evo lu t iona ry  successor"  
who w i l l  do h i s  best t o  c a r r y  on a long  Mao's l i n e s .  The 
ev idence  is not  a b s o l u t e l y  conc lus ive ,  because Lin h a s  
neve r  opera ted  a p a r t  from Mao, but  what evidence we have 
p o i n t s  t h a t  way. To conclude o therwise  would be t o  
j u d g e  t h a t  Lin for 35 years has  been engaged i n  a com- 
p l e t e  decept ion.  

This is not  t o  say  t h a t  Lin--without Mao--will 
, be a b l e  t o  c a r r y  on f o r  very  long on Mao's l i n e s .  H e  
is t o t a l l y  without  Mao's char'isma while posses s ing  s i m i -  
l a r  defects of c h a r a c t e r .  H e  l a c k s  c o n t r o l  of c e r t a i n  
key  p o r t i o n s  of the s t r u c t u r e  of power whi le  he has  a l -  
ready  a l i e n a t e d  some of the m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  on whom he 
w i l l  depend. 'khus he might soon be deposed o r  a t  l e a s t  
fo rced  t o  mod i fy ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y ,  Mao's p o l i c i e s .  B u t  
he w i l l  begin a s  a t r u e  Maoist r a d i c a l .  

-10- 
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"In s a i l i n g  t h e  s e a s ,  depend upon t h e  helms- 
man; i n  making r e v o l u t i o n ,  depend on Mao's 
thought .  " 

- - a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Lin P i a 0  

The R i s e  t o  Power, 1928-1959 

A s t u d e n t  and p ro tege  of Chou E n - l a i ' s  i n  t he  mid -  
1920s,  Lin P i a 0  a p p a r e n t l y  took Mao Tse-tung a s  h i s  man 
from t h e  moment of meeting h i m  i n  1928. Commanding m i l i -  
t a r y  u n i t s  dur ing  t h e  es tab l i shment  and de fense  of t h e  
Kiangsi  Sov ie t  (1928-19341, Lin employed t h e  g u e r r i l l a  
t a c t i c s  f o r  which Mao is g iven  c r e d i t .  Lin is s a i d  t o  
have agreed w i t h  Mao i n  those  yea r s  on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of 
p a r t y  domination of t h e  m i l i t a r y  and t o  have s tood  w i t h  
Mao a g a i n s t  o t h e r  e lements  of t h e  pa r ty  and m i l i t a r y  
l e a d e r s h i p  who ques t ioned  Mao's p o l i c i e s .  E a r l y  i n  the  
Long March of 1934-35, L i n  was among Mao's s u p p o r t e r s  
i n  t h e  showdown w i t h  o t h e r  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  which e s t a b l i s h e d  
Mao a s  the  dominant f i g u r e ,  and L i n  l e d  t he  t r o o p s  which 
were v i c t o r i o u s  i n  t h e  most important engagement of t h e  
Long March, t h e  breakthrough t o  t h e  Northwest. 

r e l i a b i l i t y  appeared a s  e a r l y  a s  1936, when Mao named 
Lin--together w i t h  himself-- to  head the  m i l i t a r y  academy 
i n  Yenan. E a r l y  i n  t h e  Sino-Japanese war ,  L i n ' s  ou t -  
numbered f o r c e s  de fea t ed  a good Japanese d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  
l a r g e s t  engagement t h e  Communists fought  during the  war. 
Wounded then  o r  i n  e a r l y  1938, Lin was s e p a r a t e d  from 
Mao f o r  f o u r  yea r s  w h i l e  he was under t r ea tmen t  i n  t h e  
USSR. Lin got  on very  w e l l  wi th  t h e  Russ i ans ,  b u t ,  on 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  Yenan i n  1942, he supported Mao s t r o n g l y  
i n  t h e  p a r t y  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  campaign--a purge and re- 
indoctr inat ion--aimed a t  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  who were c l o s e r  
t o  Moscow than  Mao was. Mao's confidence i n  Lin i n  t h e  

Evidence of Mao's confidence i n  L i n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  
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e a r l y  1940s is ev iden t  i n  t h e  assignments  Mao gave h i m .  

i n  1942-43, he was a s s igned ,  w i th  Chou En- l a i ,  t o  n e g o t i a t e  
wi th  t h e  Chinese N a t i o n a l i s t s  i n  Chungking; i n  1943 he 
was a g a i n  made p r e s i d e n t , ,  and r ep laced  Ma0 a s  p b l f t i c a l  
o f f i c e r ,  of t he  Yenan m i l i t a r y  academy; and he was elected 
t h e  s ix th- ranking  member of t he  c e n t r a l  committee i n  1945. 

By 1945 Lin was s u f f i c i e n t l y  recovered from ill- 
ness  t o  t a k e  command of t h e  bes t  of t he  Chinese Communist 
f o r c e s  f o r  a d r i v e  i n t o  t h e  Nor theas t .  H e  aga in  commanded 
b r i l l i a n t l y ,  and b y  1948 h i s  f o r c e s  occupied a l l  of the 
Nor theas t .  Again he  go t  on w e l l  w i t h  t he  Russ ians ,  b u t  
h i s  l o y a l t y  was still  t o  Mao. Mao's confidence i n  Lin 
was expressed a g a i n  dur ing  t h e  Communists' d r i v e  i n t o  
South China i n  1949, .when L i n  became t h e  only r e g i o n a l  
m i l i t a r y  commander t o  be named concur ren t ly  the r e g i o n a l  
p a r t y  c h i e f .  P r a i s e d  by t h e  o f f i c i a l  p a r t y  h i s t o r y  above 
a l l  o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  Lin would probably have been 
named M i n i s t e r  of Defense i n  1949 i f  h i s  h e a l t h  had per -  
m i t t e d .  By t h e  end of 1951 he appeared t o  be t o t a l l y  
i n c a p a c i t a t e d ,  r e p o r t e d l y  w i t h  t u b e r c u l o s i s .  Although 
he appa ren t ly  d id  no t  r e t u r n  t o  f u l l - t i m e  a c t i v i t y  u n t i l  
1957, he was named a vice-chairman of t h e  p a r t y ' s  M i l i t a r y  
A f f a i r s  Committee (MAC) i n  1952, and named t o  t h e  p a r t y  
p o l i t b u r o  i n  1955. 

Lin  was an i n s t r u c t o r  i n  t h e  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  campaign; I 
i n  1942, w i t h  Mao, he headed t h e  reorganized  p a r t y  schoo l ;  I 

I 
I 

By s p r i n g  1958, when he was named a vice-chairman 
of t h e  p a r t y  and a member of t he  p o l i t b u r o  s t and ing  com- 
mittee ( t h e  most important  p a r t y  o r g a n ) ,  Lin s tood h igher  
i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  than  d id  t h e  then  Min i s t e r  
of Defense and d e  f a c t o  chairman of t he  MAC, Peng Te-huai. 
By t h a t  t i m e ,  capable  of l i m i t e d  a c t i v i t y ,  Lin was prob- 
a b l y  working w i t h  Mao i n  a s s e r t i n g  some of t h e  d o c t r i n e s  
and shaping some of t h e  p o l i c i e s  which were t o  prove of -  
f e n s i v e  t o  Moscow. I n  L i n ' s  f i e l d ,  t h i s  e n t a i l e d  a down- 
grading  of Sov ie t  m i l i t a r y  d o c t r i n e  and p r a c t i c e  and t h e  
imposi t ion of Mao's concepts  from g u e r r i l l a  days a s  the  
c e n t r a l  concepts  of s t r a t e g i c  d o c t r i n e .  I t  a l s o  included 
assignment of major non-mil i tary tasks t o  the armed f o r c e s .  
I n  t h e  s u m m e r  of 1959 a group l e d  by  Peng Te-huai--which 
advocated more orthodox programs of m i l i t a r y  and economic 

I 
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developnent and compromise i n  t h e  Sino-Soviet  dispute--  
p r e c i p i t a t e d  a showdown. Lin s tood  f i r m  w i t h  Mao. Peng 
was purged i n  September and Mao named Lin M i n i s t e r  of 
Defense and -- de  f a c t o  ch ief  of t h e  MAC with  the  t a s k  of 
ge t t f r ig  t h e  m i l i t a r y  back i n t o  l i n e .  His new as s ign -  
ments made Lin t h e  r eg ime ' s  dominant m i l i t a r y  man.  and 
one of t h e  top  f i v e  or six l e a d e r s  of t h e  p a r t y .  

The " B e s t  P u p i l  , * I  1959-1965 

On h i s  appointment a s  M i n i s t e r  of Defense, Lin 
pub l i shed  h i s  first major a r t i c l e .  I n  i t  he made c l e a r  
h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  Mao, defending Mao's p r i n c i p l e s  
of army-building and army-party r e l a t i o n s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  
p a r t y  c o n t r o l  and " p o l i t i c s  i n  command"), and pledging 
t h e  PLA's "uncondi t ional"  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  Mao pe r sona l ly .  
As Lin was t o  prove i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion,  Lin's 
l o y a l t y  was t o  Mao p e r s o n a l l y ,  r a t h e r  than t o  an a b s t r a c t  
"pa r ty .  I 1  

Ear ly  i n  1960 Lin i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  PLA t o  memorize 
t h e  m o s t  important passages i n  Mae's works, "even though 
you do not  understand them." (Lin was l a t e r ,  dur ing  t h e  
C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion ,  t o  i s s u e  a s i m i l a r  o r d e r  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  Mao's d i r e c t i v e s . )  Lin a t  t h i s  t i m e  began t o  
be descr ibed  a s  Mao' s "best p u p i l .  I t  

1 
By autumn 1960 Lin was p l ay ing  a major r o l e  i n  t h e  

campaign t o  defend Mao's ab id ing  concepts  and t o  r e l i e v e  
Mao of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  f i a s c o  of t h e  Great  Leap 
Forward. One of L i n ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  was a review,  pub- 
l i s h e d  i n  September 1960, of some of Mao's w r i t i n g s ,  i n  
which L i n  defended Mao a g a i n s t  domestic and f o r e i g n  
" r e v i s i o n i s t s .  ' I  In t e r  a l i a ,  Lin endorsed t h e  "paper 
t i g e r "  concept--that t h e  West would be a f r a i d  t o  u s e  its 
nuc lea r  weapons and t h e r e f o r e  could  be aggres s ive ly  op- 
posed--and t h e  concomitant a r t i c l e  of f a i t h  t h a t  t h e  
Communists could a t t a i n  power i n  many c o u n t r i e s  through 
"people ' s  wars" of t h e  Chinese type .  

. .  

The s t r a t e g y  f o r  p re se rv ing  Mao,'s i n f a l l i b i l i t y  
came through most c l e a r l y  i n  L i n ' s  m i l i t a r y  " r e c t i f i c a t i o n "  
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campaign of 1960-61, i n  which he in t roduced  a d o c t r i n e  of 
t h e  "four  f i r s t s "  h a i l e d  a s  a " c r e a t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n ' '  of 
Mao' s thought .  These " f i r s t s "  made p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n e  
t i o n  t h e  key t o  success, and made p a r t y  cad res  i n  t h e  PLA 
f u l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t r a n s m i t t i n g  Mao's p o l i c i e s  t o  t h e  
"masses" and f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  response .  I n  o t h e r  
words, Mao's p o l i c i e s  were always c o r r e c t ,  and f a i l u r e  
could  come only from s t u p i d i t y ,  o b s t r u c t i o n ,  or sabotage.  
T h i s  was t o  p r m e  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  purge of 
t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion.  . 

During t h e  r e t r e a t  from t h e  extremes of t h e  Leap 
Forward and the  commune program, Lin informed the  t roops  
c o r r e c t l y  t h a t  Mao's d o c t r i n e  and p r a c t i c e  allowed for 
occas iona l  r e t r e a t s  when f o r c e d  by t h e  r e a l  world t o  make 
them. H e  t o l d  them, indeed,  t o  s t u d y  Mao's way of ho ld ing  
hard t o  r ea ' l i t y .  And i n  1961, Lin himself showed an 
a b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  s e n s i b l e  s t e p s  t o  enhance t h e  r eg ime ' s  
mi l i t a ry -p repa redness  and t o  r e s t o r e  PLA morale--such 
measures a s  g iv ing  p r i o r i t y  t o  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  over  
non-mil i tary a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c r e a s i n g  army r a t i o n s ,  and 
improving t h e  l o t  of se rv icemen 's  f a m i l i e s .  Such a d j u s t -  
ments to  r e a l i t y  l e d  some obse rve r s  t o  t h i n k  of Lin a s  
a "pragmatic" l e a d e r .  

H e  was, however, a dedica ted  Maoist .  I t  was a t  
t h a t  t i m e  (1961) t h a t  Lin compiled the s e l e c t i o n  of quota- 
t i o n s  from Mao's works t h a t  have s i n c e  become famous a s  
t h e  L i t t l e  Red Book. 

! '  . .  . .  

I n  January  1962 L i u  Shao-chi, long Mao's apparent  
choice  a s  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  r e p o r t e d l y  c r i t i c i zed  a t  a p a r t y  
meeting some b a s i c  Maoist p o l i c i e s  which Mao and Lin had 
been defending.  Lin  r e p o r t e d l y  s tood  firml'y w i t h  Mao. 
Mao may soon t h e r e a f t e r  have begun t o  t h i n k  of L i u  a s  no 
longe r  r e l i a b l e ,  of Lin a s  a p o s s i b l e  s u c c e s s o r ,  and of 
t h e  PLA as an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  p a r t y  a s  t h e  r e a l  base 
of h i s  power. 

expressed  s t r o n g  c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  way L i u -  Shao-chi ' s  
p a r t y  appa ra tus  had been conduct ing its work, wh i l e  
p r a i s i n g  t h e  work of t h e  MAC under Lin P iao .  

' I n  an August 1962 p a r t y  meet ing,  Mao r e p o r t e d l y  

I n  launching 

* ,  -14- 

I ..-. 
I 



. .  

. .  

. .  

. .  

, .  '. 

I 

t h e  " s o c i a l i s t  educat ion" campaign soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  Mao 
was apply ing  t o  t h e  Chinese s o c i e t y  t h e  extreme methods 
of p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a t i o n  p e r f e c t e d  i n  t h e  PLA under 
Lin since 1960. And i n  December 1963 Mao i s s u e d  h i s  
e x p l i c i t  c a l l  t o  " l e a r n  from t h e  PLA," d i r e c t i n g  a l l  
non-mil i tary o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  China t o  emulate  t h e  or- 
g a n i z a t i o n a l ,  o p e r a t i o n a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a i n i n g  
methods of t h e  PLA. Lin was out of s i g h t  for most of 
t h e  per iod  from 1962 through 1964, b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  con- 
t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  emula t ion  campaign. By s p r i n g  1964 he 
was he lp ing  t o  e s t a b l i s h  mi l i t a ry - type  p o l i t i c a l  depar t -  
ments i n  government o rgans ,  and was t e l l i n g  t h e  PLA t h a t  
it was hard b u t  e s s e n t i a l  t o  understand Mao's thought .  

problem of " r evo lu t iona ry  successors"  and r e p o r t e d l y  
a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were "conspi ra tors"  throughout  t h e  
p a r t y  appara tus .  I n  other words, he dec la red  h i s  in ten-  
t i o n  t o  purge t h e  party--but a t  a l e v e l  then  u n c e r t a i n .  
H e  presumably f e l t  a b l e  t o  do so  because he now had a 
s o l i d  base of suppor t  i n  L i n ' s  PLA. Lin remained o u t  of 
s i g h t ,  r e p o r t e d l y  s i c k ,  b u t  t he  build-up of Lin i n  t h e  
Chinese p r e s s  inc reased .  

I n  >June 1964 'Ma0 made known h i s  concern w i t h ' t h e  

I t  was apparent  i n  e a r l y  1965 t h a t  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
had found renewed oppos i t i on  i n  t h e  PLA t o  t h e  emphasis 
on " p o l i t i c s "  and its expres s ion  i n  d o c t r i n e ,  o rganiza-  
t i o n ,  and t r a i n i n g  . Lin , appa ren t ly  recovered ,  r e t u r n e d  

* t o  t h e  news i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1965, and h i s  hand seemed 
v i s i b l e . ' b n  some of t h e  measures taken  ( e . g . ,  a b o l i t i o n  
of ranks)  a g a i n s t  "bourgeois" m i l i t a r y  thought .  The 
t a s k  of p u b l i c l y  r e f u t i n g  t h i s  oppos i t i on  was a t  first 
l e f t  t o  some of L i n ' s  d e p u t i e s  i n  t he  MAC who were l a t e r  
purged a s  p a r t  of t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  but  i n  a long a r t i c l e  
of September 1965 Lin came on s t r o n g  a s  Mao's defender  
and exegete .  H e  a g a i n  s t a t e d  h i s  pe r sona l  i d e n t i f i c a -  
t i o n  w i t h  Mao's p r i n c i p l e s  of army-building ( e s p e c i a l l y  
the primacy of " p o l i t i c s " )  and of Maa's concept of "peop le ' s  
war" ( l u r i n g  t h e  enemy i n  deep) f o r  t h e  defense of China. 
Lin a l s o  endorsed aga in  t h e  concept  of "peop le ' s  war" 
a s  a n  o f f e n s i v e  d o c t r i n e ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h e  developed 
a r e a s  of t he  w o r l d  would e v e n t u a l l y  be e n c i r c l e d  and 
dominated by  t h e  under-developed a r e a s ,  a s  h i s  own f o r c e s  
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had surrounded and captured  t h e  c i t i e s  of Northeast  China. 
Lin may not  have be l ieved  e v e r y t h i n g  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  him 
i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  bu t  he was w i l l i n g  t o  i d e n t i f y  himself 
so completely w i t h  Mao t h a t  he would be doomed if Mao 
were t o  l o s e  t h e  coming showdown i n  t h e  p a r t y .  A t  about  
t h i s  time, Ma0 spoke of himself t o  v i s i t o r s  a s  a m i l i t a r y  
man who took o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  men--specifying Lin--as h i s  

' l i e u t e n a h t s .  

The Designated Successor ,  1965-66 

I n  autumn 1965, Lin was among the few p a r t y  l e a d e r s  
C .  informed of Mao's p l a n s  for  an  o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  his op- 

ponents.  L i n ' s  P G  newspaper took t h e  lead  i n  November 
i n  d e s c r i b i n g  an  anti-Mao play--used as t h e  symbol of 
a l l  0ppos i t i on ; to  Mao--as a "poisonous weed,"  and L i n  t o l d  
t h e  PLA t h a t  i t  m u s t  regard  Mao's works a s  its "highes t  
i n s t r u c t i o n s "  i n  every th ing .  Lin went s o u t h  w i t h  Mao 
t o  an Eas t  China sanc tua ry  i n  l a t e  November, and he is 
now known t o  have taken the l ead  i n  December i n  summoning 
there t h e  f i r s t  group of l e a d e r s  t o  be purged. 

I n  January  1966 Lin a g a i n  t o l d  t h e  PLA t h a t  Mao's 
works were supreme d i r e c t i v e s  and t h a t  "everything he 
s a y s  is  t h e  t r u t h . "  
be an ambivalent and d i f f i c u l t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Madame 
Mao a s  another  watchdog over  t h e  PLA. H e  i n v i t e d  t h e  
m i l i t a n t  Madame t o  prepare  a r a t i o n a l e  f o r  a purge of t h e  
PLA. I n  t h e  same month, accord ing  t o  Lin  h imse l f ,  he 
moved t roops  i n t o  Peking t o  f r u s t r a t e  t h e  p l ans  of suspec t -  
ed c o n s p i r a t o r s .  Throughout March and A p r i l ,  Lin wrote 
and spoke on t h e  need f o r  an  i d e o l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n ;  i n  
May, Mao i n  a l e t te r  t o  Lin ordered t h e  PLA t o  "play a 
very g r e a t  r o l e "  i n  t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and revea led  h i s  
concept of t h e  new Chinese man a s  an  omnicompetent'. 
worker-peasant-soldier .  Also i n  May L in  made t h e  key  
speech a t  a p a r t y  conference which o f f i c i a l l y  launched 
t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolutinn and confirmed t h a t  a purge of 
t h e  p a r t y  and of t h e  PLA was underway. Descr ibing Mao 
a s  t he  g r e a t e s t  of a l l  Communists, t h e  man who "alwa,ys 

I n  February Lin began what was t o  
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understands" and is always r i g h t ,  Lin a g a i n  th rea t ened  
Mao's opponents,  many of whom he knew t o  be p re sen t .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  s u m m e r ,  PLA cadres  were used  t o  guide 
and i n c i t e  extremist  s t u d e n t s  conduct ing t h e  " revolu t ion"  
i n  t h e  schoo l s .  A f t e r  L i u  Shao-chi and o t h e r s  had f a l l e n  
i n t o  Mao's t r a p  by a t t empt ing  t o  suppres s  t h i s  Maoist 
i n i t i a t i v e ,  a c e n t r a l  committee plenum m e t  i n  August and 
u n d e r  d u r e s s  approved Mao's p l a n s  f o r  an o f f i c i a l  C u l -  
t u r a l  Revolut ion and Mao's choice of Lin P iao  a s  "deputy 
supreme commander of t h e  e n t i r e  pa r ty . "  
t h e  main speech ,  showing himself t o  be i d e n t i f i e d  a b s o l u t e l y  
w i t h  Niao, t o  t h i n k  of himself e n t i r e l y  a s  Mao's i n s t rumen t ,  
and t o  be ready t o  t ake  t h e  blame f o r  "mistakes" t h a t  were 
r e a l l y  Mao's. Lin c a l l e d  f o r  a l l  p a r t y  c a d r e s  t o  be 
judged on t h e  c r i t e r i a  of whether t h e y  were or were not  
a v i d  s t u d e n t s  of Mao's t hough t ,  devoted t o  i d e o l o g i c a l -  

Again Lin made 

I I . . .  _. 
_ _ _  - ..-- -_, -___ _ _ _ _ _  - _ _  - _ _  _ _  _ _  

t h a t  there was much i n  Mao's l o f t y  thought he c o u l i  
no t  unders tand ,  but  t h a t  he would n e v e r t h e l e s s  c a r r y  ou t  
Mao's d i r e c t i v e s ,  ask ing  f o r  c l a r i f y i n g  " i n s t r u c t i o n s "  
on eve ry th ing  b u t  recogniz ing  t h a t  he would i n e v i t a b l y  
make "mistakes" f o r  which he m u s t  a c c e p t  the  r e spons i -  
b i l i t y .  Th i s  l i n e  socn appeared i n  s i m p l i f i e d  form a s  
a n  e x h o r t a t i o n  t o  t he  PLA--to c a r r y  out  Mao's p o l i c i e s  
"whether we understand them or no t . "  

I n  t h e  same week, Lin t o l d  PLA l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e  
PLA was t o  be judged by t h e  same ha r sh  s t a n d a r d s  a p p l i e d  - 
t o  t h e  p a r t y .  I n  y e t  another  speech ,  he a s s o c i a t e d  him- 
s e l f  emphat ica l ly  wi th  Mao's long-range v i s i o n  of " t r ans -  
forming men's s o u l s , "  and of developing p r o d u c t i v i t y  by 
t h i s  means r a t h e r  than  by provid ing  m a t e r i a l  i n c e n t i v e .  
H e  s a i d  he recognized oppos i t i on  t o  t h i s  approach, and 
made c l e a r  t h a t  he was a l s o  prepared t o  use-Lforce i f  
necessary .  On another  occas ion  Lin def ined  p o l i t i c a l  
power a s  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  "power t o  suppres s . t '  

Lin spoke f o r  Mao a t  t h e  mid-August r a l l y  which 
unvei led  t h e  Red Guards a s  an  ins t rument  f o r  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  
p a r t y  appa ra tus ,  and spoke a g a i n  a t  t h e  next  two r a l l i e s .  
Lin was m i l i t a n t  on a l l  three occas ions ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  
r evo lu t iona ry  young t o  u s e  Mao's thought  a s  t h e i r  guide 
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f o r  d i scove r ing  Mao's opponents ,  whom t h e y  were then  t o  
s t r i k e  down. By mid-September, Lin was t e l l i n g  m i l i t a r y  
audiences  t h a t  Mao's works should c o n s t i t u t e  "99 percent"  
of Communist c l a s s i c s ,  and t h a t  Ma0 was t h e  w o r l d ' s  
"supreme genius'' and t h e  g r e a t e s t  man known t o  h i s t o r y .  
C a l l i n g  on m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s  t o  purge themselyes ,  he,-again 
p re sen ted  Mao's thought a s  t h e  only beacon needed f o r  
s u c h  a n  e x e r c i s e .  Events  were soon t o  prove t h a t  such  
guidance was i n s u f f i c i e n t .  

Purging and Relying on the  PLA, 1966-67 

I n  October 1966, L in  made f u r t h e r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  for 
a l a rge - sca l e  purge o f  t h e  ELA. A MAC d i r e c t i v e  ordered  
PLA cadres who encountered s t a t emen t s  or a c t i o n s  oppos- 
ing  Mao's thought t o  r e p o r t  t h e  event  t o  h igher  l e v e l s ,  
no ma t t e r  how highly-placed t h e  o f f ende r  was. A t  t h e  
same t i m e ,  a s p e c i a l  group was se t  up t o  conduct t h i s  
purge ,  and Lin--again t o  p l e a s e  Mao--named or accepted 
Madame Mao as t h e  dominant f i g u r e  of t h i s  group. Lin  a t  
t h i s  t ime_pra i sed  t h e  accomplishments of t h e  C u l t u r a l  
Revolut ion i n  i n t e n s i f y i n g  Mao-study, exposing Mao's 
opponents,  r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  Chinese s o c i e t y  on Mao's 
l i n e s ,  and producing r e l i a b l e  " r evo lu t iona ry  successo r s .  '' 

. .  

Lin i n  l a t e  October a g a i n  made the main speech  t o  
a to$- leve l  pa r ty  meeting. Speaking a u t h o r i t a t i v e l y  and 
without  apology a s  Mao's first l i e u t e n a n t ,  Lin a g a i n  
p r a i s e d  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  and the r o l e  of v i o l e n c e  
i n  i t ,  and o u t l i n e d  Mao's p l a n s  f o r  cont inuing  t h e  revo-  
l u t i o n .  Lin aga in  s t a t e d  s t r o n g l y  h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
w i t h  Mao's longer  term o b j e c t i v e  of c r e a t i n g  a new, s e l f -  
less p a r t y  cadre  t o  b u i l d  a new Chinese s o c i e t y .  

In November, t h e  m i l i t a n t  Madame Mao began. t o  ques- 
t i o n  whether  L i n ' s  PLA was " loya l"  t o  Mao, and Lin allowed 
he r  t o  t a k e  the  pub l i c  l ead  a t  t h i s  t i m e  i n  purging t h e  
PLA. She began by a t t a c k i n g  L i n ' s  s e n i o r  deputy on t h e  
MAC, and Lin  soon j o i n e d  in.'%* I n  t h e  next  few weeks Lin 
and t h e  Madame purged s e v e r a l  high-ranking o f f i c e r s  of 
t h e  c e n t r a  1 m i l i t a r y  leadersh ip- - inc luding  t h e  c h i e f  of 
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t h e  PLA's s p e c i a l  g r o u p - f o r  t he  conduct of t h e  purge--and 
s e v e r a l  of t h e  t o p  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  com- 
mands. Most of t h e s e  men had probably r e s i s t e d  t h e  Revo- 
l u t i o n  a s  charged,  and L i n  proved w i l l i n g  t o  s a c r i f i c e  
them even though some were o l d  comrades. 

I n  mid-January 1967 t h e  PIA newspaper suggested 
s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  purge of t h e  PLA still had a long way 
t o  go i n  order t o  make i t  " t r u l y  l oya l "  t o  Mao. Within 
a week, however, Mao's r ecogn i t ion  of t he  i n a b i l i t y  of 
t h e  Red Guards t o  r e p l a c e  the  e x i s t i n g  p a r t y  appa ra tus  
made i t  necessary  t o  send t h e  PLA i n t o  a c t i o n  a s  an i n -  
s t rument  of t h e  Revolut ion and t h u s  t o  postpone any 
f u r t h e r  purge of i t .  

On 23 January  the  PLA was ordered t o  suppor t  t h e  
"genuine" l e f t i s t s  and was au tho r i zed  t o  u s e  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  
f o r c e .  I n  o t h e r  words,  t he  PLA was t o  i n s t a l l  t he  young 
Maoists  a s  t h e  s u p e r v i s o r s  of new r e v o l u t i o n a r y  organs 
of power ( f i r s t  c a l l e d  "communes") and t o  r e s t o r e  o rde r .  
Within a few days ,  Mao and Lin d i r e c t e d  the  modulation 
of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion t h e  PLA i t s e l f ,  c l e a r l y  t o  
avoid f u r t h e r  d i s r u p t i o n  i n  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  power base.  

L i n  himself emphasized t h e  t a s k  of suppor t ing  t h e  
L e f t ,  but  he a g a i n ,  a s  w i t h  the  Red Guards e a r l i e r ,  f a i l e d  
t o  provide c l e a r  guidance. I n  p r a c t i c e ,  t he  PLA moved 
quick ly  t o  r e s t o r e  o rde r  and t o  become a d e  f a c t o  govern- 
i n g  appa ra tus  i n  the name of t h e  L e f t .  I n  February ,  Peking 
c a l l e d  f o r  a new t y p e  of governing appa ra tus :  t h e  formst 
t i o n  of " r evo lu t iona ry  committees" composed of PLA of -  
f i c e r s ,  accep tab le  p a r t y  cad res  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  which would a c t  a s  p r o v i s i o n a l  organs 
of power a t  a l l  l e v e l s .  

PLA had n o t ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  a c t e d  a s  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  fo rce .  
L i n  himself appa ren t ly  went on an  i n s p e c t i o n  t o u r  i n  
March, and concluded t h a t  t h e  PLA was mishandl ing t h e  
young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  I n  l a t e  March he a g a i n  t o l d  m i l i -  
t a r y  audiences t h a t  g r e a t  d i s o r d e r  was necessary  t o  br ing  
down Mao' s opponents and produce r e l i a b l e  "successors ," ,  
and t h a t  a u t h o r i t y  was being withdrawn from the  PLA; PLA 

By March, it was ev ident  $0 Mao and Lin t h a t  t h e  
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u n i t s  were t o  a c t  on ly  on o r d e r s  from above. Th i s  was 
t h e  f i r s t  of s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolu t ion  
t h a t  Lin was t o  rebuke and res t r ic t  t h e  PLA f o r  t ak ing  
conse rva t ive  p o s i t i o n s .  

! 

Lin a t  t h i s  t i m e  f i r s t  expressed d i s p l e a s u r e  wi th  
compi la t ions  of passages  from h i s  speeches  on t h e  ground 
t h a t  t h e y  f a l s e l y  gave an impression t h a t  he  had a body 
of thought a p a r t  from Mao's. H e  a l s o  admi t ted  t h a t  h i s  
h e a l t h  was bad and t h a t  neu ro log ica l  damage r e s t r i c t e d  
h i s  a c t i v i t y .  Peking no longer  admi ts  t h i s .  

i nc reased  d i s o r d e r  fo l lowing  the  r e s t r i c t i o n  of t h e  PLA, 
Lin sometimes showed some sympathy f o r  t h e  m i l i t a r y  men, 
b u t  he cont inued t o  make c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  first l o y a l t y  was 
t o  Mao. For example, he named t o  key p o s i t i o n s  some of 
h i s  c l o s e  m i l i t a r y  co l l eagues  who had been denounced by 
r a d i c a l  Red Guard groups ,  and he defended o t h e r s  a g a i n s t  
Red Guard a t t a c k s ,  b u t  he d i d  not  appo9nt o r  defend any- 
one i n  Mao's d i s f a v o r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  he c r i t i c ized  t h e  
excesses  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  unauthorized 
a c t i o n s  by some m i l i t a r y  r eg ion  l e a d e r s ,  and i n  June he 
gave t h e  PLA r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p u t t i n g  an  end t o  v a r i o u s  
Red Guard o f f e n s e s ;  b u t  i f  he at tempted t o  induce Mao t o  
g i v e  t h e  PLA a u t h o r i t y  commensurate wi th  t h i s  respon- 
s i b i  li t y  , he. f tti l e d .  

During the s p r i n g  of 1967, a pe r iod  of g r e a t l y  

Lin and t h e  PLA Crises;  1967-1968 

L in  responded quick ly  and h a r s h l y ,  i n  summer 1967 
and aga in  i n  s p r i n g  1968, t o  two a f f r o n t s  t o  Mao by PLA 
leade r s .  I n  both pe r iods ,  renewed v io l ence  by mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  and r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  from PLA l e a d e r s  caused 
Lin t o  moderate h i s  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  PLA, b u t  i n  both p e r i o d s  
Lin made c l e a r  t h a t  he favored a h a r d ,  Maoist  l i n e  i n  
shaping up the  m i l i t a r y  es tab l i shment  and r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  
p a r t y .  

The f i r s t  a f f r o n t  came i n  m i d - J u l y  1967, fo l lowing  
a dec i s ion  t o  send de lega t ions  around China t o  s e t t l e  

t 
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l o c a l  arguments.  The Wuhan commander r e f u s e d  t o  accep t  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  s e n t  by Madame Mao and pe rmi t t ed  c e r t a i n  
mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  bea t  and d e t a i n  members of t h e  dele- 
g a t i o n .  The c e n t r a l  leaders r e c a l l e d  and purged the  of- 
fending  o f f i c e r s  and c a l l e d  for t h e  purge of an a d d i t i o n -  
a l  bad "handful" i n  t h e  PLA. 

Lin was a p a r t  of t h i s  tough response .  I n  a speech 
t o  r e g i o n a l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  assembled i n  Peking i n  e a r l y  
August,  he r e i t e r a t e d  h i s  f a v o r  for c r e a t i v e  "d i so rde r , "  
warned them a g a i n s t  emulat ing t h e  Wuhan commander, and 
c a l l e d  on a l l  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  t o  admit and c o r r e c t  t h e i r  
mistakes.  H e  t o l d  them t h a t  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  would be 
c l a s s i f i e d  not  i n  terms of t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  toward t h e  PLA 
but  s o l e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  of whether t h e y  supported Mao.or 
no t .  He'emphasized t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  were t o  g e t  i n s t r u c -  
t i o n s  from c e n t r a l  p a r t y  leaders,  no t  a c t  on t he i r  own. 
On t h e  same day,  Lin  a c t e d  on Madame Mao's c a l l  t o  "arm 
the  left ists"--i .e. ,  t o  g i v e  arms t o  selected mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  which might  use them a g a i n s t  t h e  PLA. 

I n  supplementary gestures  of l o y a l t y  t o  Mao a t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  Lin ended press r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t he  "thought of 
Lin P iao ,"  purged one of h i s  own longtime pro!eges (Hsiao 
Hua) who headed t h e  General  P o l i t i c a l  Department, and 
made Mao's daughter  t h e  a c t i n g  ed i to r  of t h e  PLA news- 
paper.  

As mass v io lence  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  Mao and Lin  
were forced  t o  r e t r e a t .  That is, they  were forced  t o  
recognize  aga in  t h e i r  dependence on t h e  PLA, and they  
took measures calcularted t o  p l e a s e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s .  
They dropped Madame Mao--the worst  f r i e n d  of t h e  PLA-- 
from t h e  s p e c i a l  group conduc't2:ng ; the "'revo-lutiori" ' i n  
t h e  PLA. They formed ano the r  group t o  a s s i s t  m i l i t a r y  
u n i t s  i n  handl ing  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  and named a non- 
r a d i c a l  t o  head i t .  They used  Madame Mao t o  r e v e r s e  
and r e p u d i a t e  t h e  l i n e  of l a t e  J u l y  and e a r l y  Augus t  
which had th rea t ened  t h e  PLA w i t h  ano the r  l a rge - sca l e  
purge. They gave t h e  PLA a new d i r e c t i v e  a u t h o r i z i n g  i t  
t o  u s e  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  some k i n d s  of o f f enses .  And t h e y  
purged some second-level  c i v i l i a n  f i g u r e s  who had been 
heav i ly  involved w i t h  r a d i c a l  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which 
had harassed  . t h e  PLA. 
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By November, h o w v e r ,  Ma0 had begun t o  worry aga in  
--as i n  s p r i n g  1967--about t h e  f a t e  of h i s  young revolu-  
t i o n a r i e s ,  and Madame Ma0 made two speeches which were 
t a k e n ,  n o t  unreasonably,  a s  j u s t t f y i n g  a resumption of 
v i o l e n c e  and of a t t a c k s  on t h e  PIA. Lin d i d  not d i r e c t l y  
i n c i t e  the young m i l i t a n t s ,  bu t  dur ing  t h e  win te r  he 
reminded the  PLA t h a t  he endorsed Mao's advocacy of 
"$truggle" i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  of l i f e  and t h a t  he would never  
l e t  "personal  f r i e n d s h i p s "  s t a n d  i n  t he  way of t h e  revo- 
l u t i o n .  He a l s o  t o l d  t h r e e  new p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  organs 
se t  up by t h e  MAC t h a t  the i r  t a s k s  were t o  s a t u r a t e  t h e  
PLA w i t h  Mao's thought  and t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  PLA's 
leaders once a g a i n ,  a s  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  l e a d e r s  d i d  no t  
know whom t h e y  could t r u s t .  I n  t h i s  connec t ion ,  Lin 
t o l d  ano the r  audience t h a t  t h e y  could t r u s t  nobody--that 
a l l  c a d r e s  should  be placed  under cons t an t  observa t ion .  

The second a f f r o n t  t o  Mao a r i s i n g  from the  PLA 
came i n  March 1968. I n  a c a s e  which is still  puzz l ing ,  
Yang Cheng-wu, L i n ' s  c h i e f - o f - s t a f f  and t h e  MAC-level 
s u p e r v i s o r  of a l l  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  organs  i n  t h e  PLA, 
was suddenly purged a s  a " r i g h t i s t " .  The immediate cause 
of h i s  f a l l  was a l l e g e d l y  h i s  e f f o r t  t o  a r r e s t  some un- 
known persons  whom Madame Mao p u t  under h e r  p r o t e c t i o n .  
Lin was a g a i n  quick t o  throw h i s  o l d  comrades and p r o t e g e s  
t o  the  wolves when t h e y  had come i n t o  Mao's disfavqp.. 
Despite t h e  overwhelming record of h i s  f i d e l i t y  to ' ldao 
and of Mao's confidence i n  h im,  Lin may have been worr ied 
about  h i s  own p o s i t i o n .  I n  t h e  l a t e  March meeting which 
su r faced  the a f f a i r ,  L in  d i s s o c i a t e d  himself  from Yang 
and was obsequiously d e f e r e n t i a l  t o  Madame Mao. 
was r ep laced  by another  longtime pro tege  of L i n ' s  who, 
a l though  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of conse rva t ive  m i l i t a r y  men, was 
regarded by both Mao and Lin a s  l o y a l .  

Following t h e  purge of Yang and two o t h e r  s e n i o r  
o f f i c e r s  charged a s  c o n f e d e r a t e s ,  Lin was prominent i n  t h e  
new o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  "rightists". With Madame Ma0 
and o t h e r s ,  he sha rp ly  c r i t i c i z e d  c e r t a i n  m i l i t a r y  lead-  
ers  for conse rva t ive  a t t i t u d e s s t b w a r d  mass o rgan iza t ions .  
Lin even r e tu rned  t o  t he  t h e m e - - d i s c r e d i t e d  s i n c e  t h e  
prev ious  September--of t h e  need fo r  a f u r t h e r  purge of 
t h e  PLA. 

Yang 
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Again, however, a s  i n  January 1967 and s p r i n g  
1967, t h e  young r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
went too f a r .  By J u l y ,  v io l ence  was so widespread, and 
t h e  young were so s c o r n f u l  of d i r e c t i v e s ,  t h a t  Mao and 
Lin toge ther - -poss ib ly  pressed  by PLA leaders--cracked 
down hard.  L in  r e l ayed  t h e  o rde r  t o  PLA commanders 
which pe rmi t t ed  them t o  suppres s  and d ismant le  the  most 
v i o l e n t  and d i s r u p t i v e  of t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i a n s .  L in  
d i d  not s u f f e r ,  however, f o r  having ac t ed  i n  g e n e r a l  
a s  a p r o t e c t o r  of mass o rgan iza t ions .  That had been 
Mao's p o s i t i o n  too .  

With  t h e  l a s t  of t he  p r o v i n c i a l  " r evo lu t iona ry  
committees" formed r a p i d l y ,  i n  o r d e r l y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n  
August and September, Lin spoke f o r  Mao on Na t iona l  Day 
(1 October). H e  def ined  t h e  main t a s k  of t h e  next  s t a g e  
a s  t h a t  of c a r r y i n g  out  " s  t rugg  le-cri t i c  ism-tra nsf orma - 
t i o n "  throughout China. Most important  were t h e  con- 
s o l i d a t i o n  of t he  " r evo lu t iona ry  committees," t he  con- 
t i n u i n g  purge of t h e  lower l e v e l s  of t h e  p a r t y ,  and t h e  
r e b u i l d i n g  of t h e  p a r t y  i n  accordance w i t h  M a o ' s ' c a l l  t o  
" t ake  i n  new blood."  . 

L a t e r  i n  October ,  a c e n t r a l  committee plenum pro- 
claimed t h a t  Mao's v a r i o u s  g u i d e l i n e s  and L i n t s  exegeses  
i n  t h e  course of t h e  C u l t u r a l  Revolut ion had been "en- 
t i r e l y  correct." Lin--again out-Maoing Mao--described 
t h e  l o s s e s  s u f f e r e d  i n  t h e  Revolution a s  "very ,  v e r y  
t r i f l i n g ,  and t h e  g a i n s  as "very,  very  g r e a t . "  The 
plenum d r a f t e d  a new p a r t y  c s m s t i t u t i o n  which provided 
for Lin t o  become Mao's successor  without  a n  e l e c t i o n ,  
t h u s  t e s t i f y i n g  both  t o  Mao's cont inuing  f a v o r  f o r  Lin 
and t o  h i s  l a c k  of confidence t h a t  Lin  could win the  
p o s i t i o n  through e l e c t i o n .  

The Ninth Congress and A f t e r ,  1969 

I n  t h e  e a r l y  months of 1969, p r i o r  t o  t h e  Ninth 
P a r t y  Congress, i t  became apparent  t h a t  t h e  Maoists  i n  
Peking were d i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  of t h e  
" r evo lu t iona ry  committees" throughout China. The PLA 
commanders and p o l i t i c a l  o f f i c e r s  who dominated most of 
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t h e s e  committees were be ing  excess ive ly  coe rc ive  toward 
t h e  mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  a t t e n t i v e  to ,  
t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  p a r t y  cad res .  I n  o t h e r  words,  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  were mishandl ing both of t h e  other  components 
of t he  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  committees,  and t h e  whole p rocess  
of' r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  p a r t y  was going badly.  

g r e s s  for " u n i t y  and v i c t o r y . "  Mao opened t h e  s e s s i o n  
wi th  a speech on t h e  need f o r  "uni ty ."  L in ,  a s  t h e  
des igna ted  s u c c e s s o r ,  made t h e  main r e p o r t ,  express ing  
confidence t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  could be u n i f i e d  
a g a i n s t  a handfu l  of enemies. A s  Lin saw i t ,  however, 
t h e  main p r a c t i c a l  problem was t o  ensure  t h a t  t he  re- 
cons t ruc t ed  p a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  was i n  t h e  
hands of t r u e  Maoists.  I t  is u n c e r t a i n  whether Lin 
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h i s  s t a t emen t  of t h e  problem implied a 
renewed emphasis on t h e  r o l e  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass or- 
g a n i z a t i o n s  a t  t h e  expense of the PLA. The publ ished 
r e p o r t  d i d  no t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he d i d .  In  f a c t ,  t h e  
r e p o r t  a s  a whole was de fens ive ,  vague, and unhe lp fu l ,  
seemingly a poor show f o r  t h e  successor .  

The Ninth Congress i n  A p r i l  was b i l l e d  a s  a con- 

The new c e n t r a l  committee t h a t  emerged from t h e  
Congress was l a r g e  and f a i r l y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  new 
s t ruc ture  of power. I t  named Mao and Lin a s  its only  
o f f i c e r s  and s e l e c t e d  a new p o l i t b u r o .  The 2 1  f u l l  
( vo t ing )  members of the new p o l i t b u r o  seemed t o  f a l l  
i n t o  three groups:  "Mao's" group of e i g h t  ( inc lud ing  
L in  a s  t h e  only m i l i t a r y  f i g u r e ) ,  a l l  of them people  
who had been c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  throughout the Cu l tu ra l  
Revolut ion and i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  i ts e x c e s s e s ;  a "mi l i t a ry"  
group of s i x  a c t i v e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s ,  who could a l s o  be 
regarded a s  "Lin 's"  group because a l l  s i x  had long been 
g iven  s p e c i a l  s i g n s  of L i n ' s  f avor ;  and an  "unaligned" 
group of seven g o v e r w e n t  l e a d e r s  and i n a c t i v e  e lders  
around Chou En- la i .  Although Mao''s group and L i n ' s  m i l i -  
t a r y  group dominated t h e  p o l i t b u r o ,  there was a balance 
i n  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  i n  terms of p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  r a d i c a l  
p o l i c i e s  ve r sus  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  conse rva t ive  ones ,  wi th  
some of L i n ' s  p ro t eges  among t h e  conse rva t ives .  The 
Maoist r a d i c a l s  had only  a narrow edge i f  any. The 
r a d i c a l s  d i d  much be t te r  i n  t h e  p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  com- 
mittee, charged w i t h  d i r e c t i n g  t h e  p a r t y ' s  d a i l y  work. 
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I t  c o n s i s t s  of f o u r  Maoist r a d i c a l s  ( i n c l u d i n g  Mao and 
Lin)  and one r e l a t i v e  moderate (Chou). 

There was room f o r  improvement i n  L i n ' s  p o s i t i o n  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  organs.  The p o l i t b u r o  a s  
a whole was hard ly  an embodiment of "uni ty";  a p a r t  from 
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  temperament between t h e  c i v i l i a n  r a d i c a l s  
and t h e  m i l i t a r y  men, o r g a n i z a t i o n s  dominated by  t h e  
c i v i l i a n s  had o f t e n  been i n  a c t u a l  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  organi-  
z a t i o n s  dominated by the  m i l i t a r y ,  and there was bad 
f e e l i n g  between them. The p o l i t b u r o  s t a n d i n g  committee 
was dominated by  r a d i c a l s  l i k e  L i n  b u t  L in  h i m s e l f  was 
the  o n l y  Lin-man on i t ,  and it was t h e  s t a n d i n g  committee 
t h a t  was t o  set u p  t he  res t  of t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t y  appara- 
t u s ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s e c u r i t y  organs .  I t  was 
u n c e r t a i n  whether Lin could shape a s  he wished t h e  pa r ty  
appa ra tus  which  he was t o  i n h e r i t .  

- -  I 

A f t e r  t h e  N i n t h  Congress,  t o  judge  from fragmentary 
" i n s t r u c t i o n s "  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  h i m ,  Lin began t o  p lay  a 
role i n  implementing a p o l i c y  s t a t e d  byuMao t o  t h e  first 
plenum of t h e  new c e n t r a l  committee. I n  t h i s  l a t e  A p r i l  
speech,  Mao i n  e f f e c t  subver ted  t h e  cause of "unity" b y  
once a g a i n  upgrading t h e  role of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mass or- 
ganizAt ians ,  d e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  t r o u b l e  they  had go t  him 
i n t o .  Mao a p p a r e n t l y  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  c o n f l i c t s  among mass 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and among the  l e a d e r s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  com- 
mittees could be r e so lved  by more p o l i t i c a l  i n d o c t r i n a -  
t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  PLA component dominating most of t h e  re- 
vo lu t iona ry  committees should not  u s e  c o e r c i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  c i v i l i a n  components, and t h a t  more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of mass o r g a n i z a t i o n s  should be taken  i n t o  t h e  committees 
and i n t o  t h e i r  p a r t y  cbre  groups.  

While Mao and Lin were o f f  t o g e t h e r  a t  a r e s o r t  i n  
summer 1969, re-emphasis on t h e  r o l e  of t h e  masses l e d  
aga in  t o  an i n c r e a s e  i n  f a c t i o n a l  v i o l e n c e  and t o  t he  
d i s r u p t i o n  of t he  r evo lu t iona ry  committees and t h e  process  
of pa r ty - r ebu i ld ing .  I n  August and September, Pek ing ' s  
concern about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a Sov ie t  a t t a c k  appa ren t ly  
l e d  t o  a d e c i s i o n  t o  a u t h o r i z e  t h e  PLA t o  u s e  t h e  neces- 
s a r y  f o r c e  t o  r e s t o r e  p u b l i c  o r d e r .  However, t he  p a r t y  
p r e s s  has  s i n c e  made c l e a r  t h a t  Mao and Lin remain  de t e r -  
mined t o  upgrade t h e  r o l e  of t he  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  masses 
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i n  t h e  revolut ionary committees and t h e i r  party core 
groups, d e s p i t e  t h e  c e r t a i n t y  of further  d isrupt ion.  
In L i n ' s  October 1 National  Day pronouncement, he again  
c a l l e d  for carrying  t h e  Cul tura l  Revolution through to 
the  end,  and made c l e a r  t h a t  he remained committed to  
t h e  f u l l  range of Mao's o b j e c t i v e s .  

.. . 
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