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SUBJECT: New Information on Bin Ladin’s Unconventional Weapons Capability

I.
— Usama Bin Ladin is pursuing a variety of options for

developing chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear capabilities. The information on chemical
and biological agents,

2. I oo e : of potential chemical

weapons such as mortar or artillery ¢ oing 7a § ign to a crude binary

- ——

The organization could manufacture and™fise thé ¥
of success. the students experimented ‘with explosive dispersion of chemical

agents.

— claimed to have manufactured and tested
sarin and had small stocks of it and VX.

— These nerve agents were not used during the training, which focused on poisons,
biological toxins, and first-gencration CW agents such as phosgene, chlorine, and
hydrogen cyanide,

3 scientists are developing

in Heart, and Bin Ladin beheves it could be ready in one to two
Bin : lutonium or uranium,

— His network may have somi€ radicactive malen' mat could be used in a radiological
dispersal device or “dirty” bomb that could cause contamination.

] work is under way in Afghanistan to
enhance the explosive power of conventional weapons.

scientists are working at a new facility in to enhance explosives

— The addition of uranium or a radioactive material would contaminate an area, but
would not increase the power of an explosive.

— Bin Ladin’s nctwork migh inglo buxldxor use thermobaric munitions, which
combine a propellant and?mctaI aﬁxclcs to ucc blast waves several times
stronger than ones pr ed by co gnuonal mbs of a similar size. The Soviets
used thermobaric mum

ns in gecketpropelle .grcnadc launchers during the war in
Afghanistan and left som *






