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Pilot: Conrad Seigrist. 

ARTIST’S INSPIRATION: 
The Stories of Sacrifce & Dedication publication design was derived from an actual CAT Mandarin Jet. The cover of the publication 
is representative of the outside of the plane with metal texture, rivets and even the occasional bullet hole. Upon opening the cover, 
the viewer quickly “boards the plane” and is greeted with interior walls featuring Asian decor and an Emergency Exit sign. 

The commemorative coin for the June 2nd event features one of the CAT planes, the Air America / 
CAT logos, two stars representative of Snoddy and Schwartz, and laurel leaves symbolizing honor. 
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STORIES OF SACRIFICE AND DEDICATION: 
CIVIL AIR TRANSPORT, AIR AMERICA, AND THE CIA 

National Museum of the United States Air Force at Wright-Patterson AFB 

2 June 2011 • 5:30 pm to 9:00 pm 

5:30pm – 5:35pm WELCOME AND OPENING REMARKS 

Lt. Gen. (Ret) Jack Hudson 
Director, National Museum of the United States Air Force 

5:35pm – 5:40pm THE CIA’S HISTORICAL REVIEW PROGRAM: 
IMPROVING ACCESSIBILITY OF AGENCY DOCUMENTS 

Mr. Joe Lambert 
Director, Information Management Services, CIA 

5:40pm – 6:10pm KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

Hon. Craig Duehring 
Former Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Manpower and Reserve Affairs 

6:10pm – 7:15pm TEAMWORK AND SACRIFICE AT LIMA SITE 85 

Dr. Tim Castle 
CIA Historian 

7:15pm – 7:45pm INTERMISSION 

7:45pm – 7:50pm INTRODUCTION TO EXTRAORDINARY FIDELITY 

Dr. Nick Dujmovic 
CIA Historian 

7:50pm – 8:50pm EXTRAORDINARY FIDELITY (CIA DOCUMENTARY FILM) 

Produced by CIA’s Center for the Study of Intelligence 

8:50pm – 8:55pm REMARKS ON FILM 

Dr. Nick Dujmovic 
CIA Historian 

8:55pm – 9:00pm EXCHANGING OF COMMEMORATIVE AWARDS AND CLOSING REMARKS 

Mr. Joe Lambert 
Director, Information Management Services, CIA 

Lt. Gen. (Ret) Jack Hudson 
Director, National Museum of the United States Air Force 
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The Historical Collections Division (HCD) of CIA’s Information Management Services is 
responsible for executing the Agency’s Historical Review Program. This program seeks to 
identify and declassify collections of documents that detail the Agency’s analysis and ac-
tivities relating to historically signifcant topics and events. HCD’s goals include increasing 
the usability and accessibility of historical collections. HCD also develops release events 
and partnerships to highlight each collection and make it available to the broadest audi-
ence possible. 

The mission of HCD is to: 

• Promote an accurate, objective understanding of the information that has helped 
shape major US foreign policy decisions. 

• Broaden access to lessons-learned, presenting historical material that gives greater 
understanding to the scope and context of past actions. 

• Improve current decision-making and analysis by facilitating reflection on the impacts 
and effects arising from past foreign policy decisions. 

• Showcase CIA’s contributions to national security and provide the American public 
with valuable insight into the workings of its government. 

• Demonstrate the CIA’s commitment to the Open Government Initiative and its three 
core values: Transparency, Participation, and Collaboration. 

The History Staff in the CIA Center for the Study of Intelligence fosters understanding 
of the Agency’s history and its relationship to today’s intelligence challenges by com-
municating instructive historical insights to the CIA workforce, other US Government 
agencies, and the public. CIA historians research topics on all aspects of Agency ac-
tivities and disseminate their knowledge though publications, courses, briefngs and 
Web-based products. They also work with other Intelligence Community historians on 
publication and education projects that highlight interagency approaches to intelligence 
issues. Lastly, the CIA History Staff conducts an ambitious program of oral history inter-
views that are invaluable for preserving institutional memories that are not captured in 
the documentary record. 

The National Museum of the United States Air Force located at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base near Dayton, Ohio, is the service’s national institution for preserving and pre-
senting the Air Force story. Each year more than one million visitors come to the museum 
to learn about the mission, history and evolving capabilities of America’s Air Force. The 
museum is the world’s largest and oldest military aviation museum featuring more than 
360 aerospace vehicles and missiles on display amid more than 17 acres of indoor exhibit 
space. Thousands of personal artifacts, photographs and documents further highlight the 
people and events that comprise the Air Force storyline, from the beginnings of military 
fight to today’s war on terrorism. 

The Special Collections Department is located on the third foor of the Eugene McDermott 
Library. The Library administration established the Special Collections Department in the 
mid-1970s to house rare books acquired by the library. In nearly thirty years Special Col-
lections has grown to include the History of Aviation Collection, the Wineburgh Philatelic 
Research Library, and the Louise B. Belsterling Botanical Library. 

The History of Aviation Collection is the largest section of the department, consisting of 
a world-class aeronautical archive and library. The Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library 
is an outstanding regional resource for both philatelic and postal history. The Louise B. 
Belsterling Library holds an extraordinary collection of rare botanical books, including the 
library’s oldest volume. 
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 SYMPOSIUM OVERVIEW 

STORIES OF SACRIFICE AND DEDICATION: 
CIVIL AIR TRANSPORT, AIR AMERICA, AND THE CIA 

On 2 June, 2011, the CIA, in partnership 
with the National Museum of the United 
States Air Force, will present a symposium 
recognizing the sacrifce and dedication of 
Civil Air Transport (CAT) and Air America 
(AAm). These CIA air proprietary companies 
routinely supplied and supported covert 
operations, provided search and rescue 
capabilities for the US military, and con-
ducted photo reconnaissance in east and 
southeast Asia from the end of World War 
II through the Vietnam confict. This event is 
being held to highlight the public release of 
about 900 recently declassifed documents 
from CAT and AAm corporate fles and CIA 
holdings spanning 1946 to 1978. 

The event, scheduled from 5:30 pm to 9:00 
pm, will be held at the National Museum of 
the United States Air Force at Wright-Pat-
terson AFB just outside Dayton, OH. The 
Honorable Craig Duehring, retired Assistant 
Secretary of the Air Force, will serve as the 
keynote speaker. Mr. Duehring served as a 
USAF forward air controller in South Viet-
nam and Laos and will share his personal 
story of being rescued by Air America. Ma-
jor General (ret) John Singlaub, one of CIA’s 
original offcers, will be a featured speaker. 
Gen. Singlaub, CIA’s chief of operations 
for Asia after WWII, oversaw CAT missions 
throughout the area. The focus of the event 
will be two specifc stories that exemplify 
the themes of sacrifce and dedication. 

The frst story, presented by CIA Historian 
Dr. Tim Castle, covers Lima Site 85, a co-
vert radar installation in the mountains of 
Laos. On the evening of 10 March 1968 
Site 85 was attacked by a rocket and mor-
tar barrage. It was believed that the tech-
nicians and CIA personnel could be safely 
evacuated the next day. Unbeknownst to 

the Americans, a Vietnamese sapper force 
had climbed the western face of the moun-
tain and surrounded the USAF facility. At 
about 3AM the North Vietnamese began fr-
ing RPGs and AK-47s into the radar vans 
and living area. At the time of the attack 
there were 16 USAF technicians at Site 85. 
There were also two CIA paramilitary off-
cers and one USAF forward air guide work-
ing at the Agency facility located near the 
helipad. This story recounts the personal 
heroism and sacrifce of those involved. 

The second story, presented by CIA Histo-
rian Dr. Nick Dujmovic, covers a CIA mis-
sion utilizing CAT fight support to recover an 
agent inside Communist China. The mission 
was compromised, resulting in the shoot 
down of the fight, the death of the CAT pi-
lots, Norm Schwartz and Bob Snoddy, and 
the capture of two CIA offcers. The CIA Of-
fcers, John Downey and Richard Fecteau, 
were held prisoner for twenty years. The 
highlight of this story will be the public pre-
miere of a flm produced by the Center for 
the Study of Intelligence documenting their 
ordeal. The flm focuses on Downey and 
Fecteau’s dedication and underscores CIA’s 
dedication in supporting the men and their 
families throughout this ordeal. 

We anticipate that the symposium will be 
attended by 1,500 people including cur-
rent and retired military, the Air America 
and CAT associations, the Association of 
Former Intelligence Offcers, students from 
local universities, and the general public. 
We will be providing every attendee with a 
booklet and DVD containing the entire col-
lection of declassifed documents as well 
as the movie, additional video, photos, 
Studies in Intelligence articles and refec-
tions from CAT and AAm personnel. 
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IN GRATITUDE TO THE CREWS OF AIR AMERICA: 
A SPEECH TO AN AIR AMERICA SYMPOSIUM 

Craig W. Duehring 

The following was a speech Mr. Duehring 
delivered to participants, including many 
veterans of Air America service, in a sym-
posium held at the University of Texas at 
Dallas on 18 April 2009. 

As a presidential appointee, I usually speak 
from a position of having access to the 
latest policy, or at least I have the implied 
aura of representing a subject that I deal 
with every day. In layman’s terms, the audi-
ence assumes that I know what I’m talking 
about. This audience is very different. Here 
I am speaking to a group of peers—of peo-
ple who have assembled here because of 
their common experience during a unique 
period of American history. This period 
burst on the scene because of countless 
factors, now visible only through a close 
examination of history, which provided an 
opportunity for each person in this room. 
Like the Robert Frost poem, we faced a 
fork in the road and, for whatever reason, 
we chose our destiny. The consequences 
of this choice still evolve and, indeed, bring 
us together tonight. 

So, what I thought I would do was give you 
a glimpse into what a Raven saw when 
he looked at the people who made up Air 
America. For you were certainly a major, 
major player in what we accomplished in 
the 6–7 years that the Raven program and 
its predecessor, the Butterfy program, was 
in existence.1 As I think back to my time at 
Long Tieng, every picture includes a vision 
of an Air America aircraft. 

My frst tour out of pilot training was in the 
III Corps where I few O-1 Bird Dogs for the 
25th ARVN Division stationed in the farming 
village of Duc Hoa, about half way between 
Saigon and the Cambodian border. It was 
August of 1969 and, because of the feroc-
ity of the fghting in that area during Tet of 
1968, the area was rather peaceful with ir-
regular actions, by the Viet Cong, mostly. 
We had some action but even being shot at 
was a cause for great discussion at the little 
army bar that was the venue of our nightly 
rendezvous. After several months, I learned 
of a program that involved fying some-
where outside of Vietnam and since I faced 
the double incentives of a boring war and 
a boss who I detested, I followed my am-
bition and applied for the “Steve Canyon” 
program, or “Project 404,” which were the 
offcial titles of the Raven program. I waited 
for word to leave which, inexplicably, never 
came. In desperation, I few to Bien Hoa 
to determine the cause of the delay. I was 
told that they had tried three times to reach 
me but, communications being what they 
were, I never received the message, and so 
they sent the number-two guy on the list. 
My only recourse was to extend for a sec-
ond tour because the next opening wasn’t 
projected to come up for several months. 
Imagine my surprise a few short days later 
when I received an urgent call to pack my 
bags and head to Udorn in early April 1970. 

After “sanitizing” in the men’s room of base 
ops, I met the guys at Detachment 1, near 
your own compound as I recall, and a day 

The Ravens were US Air Force forward air controllers fying covert missions over Laos from air bases in the 
kingdom. 

later few to Vientiane. My new boss wel-
comed me with the news that I was to be 
assigned to Long Tieng to fy for Vang Pao 
and the Hmong people. I was thrilled. Ac-
tion, at last! His second message was to 
tell me that the pilot who had preceded me 
there, Dick Elzinga, had disappeared along 
with the pilot he was to replace, Hank Allen, 
on his very frst mission. To this date, their 
bodies have not been found. This was only 
one of many “silver bullets” that I dodged 
during the next 11 months at Long Tieng. 

My frst encounter of a group of Air Amer-
ica pilots was in the Purple Porpoise, run 
by the British owner and probable intelli-
gence provider, Monty Banks. As I stepped 
through the circular door I was greeted with 
his famous call, “Shut the bleeding door.” 
We joined a group of your folks, one of 
whom was celebrating his frst $100,000 
with the company. I was extremely im-
pressed but tried not to show it since he 
was buying. 

Long Tieng under siege was a new experi-
ence for me. We few hard. In fact, on my 
first day on the job, I directed airstri 
site northwest of Long Tieng that was be 
attacked by a large group of NVA soldi 
After putting in three sets of A-1s, the at-
tack was broken off and, accordi 
Hmong forward air guide on the ground, 
an estimated 200 enemy soldiers 
killed. In retrospect, I believe those fg-
ures are suspect but, after only 24 hours 
in country, it was enough to impress thi 
young pilot, I assure you. 

From that point on, our lives were totall 
intertwined with yours. We ate often at 
the Air America hostel where you could 
get the best fried rice ever made, party 
at the bar or, more importantly, brief up 
a hazardous resupply mission or even 
a search-and-rescue mission. 

On one occasion, we had two F-4 aircrew 
members who had spent a very cold night 
on the PDJ [Plane of Jars]. We planned the 
next day’s mission using two sets of Ra-
vens. The frst primary and backup took off 
in the dark to direct the search and rescue 
by the Jolly Greens from Udorn. Two more 
of us launched with Air America helicopters 
to provide an immediate rescue force for 
any aircraft that might get shot down that 
day. We did this because the Jolly Greens 
had a nasty habit of pulling off and regroup-
ing whenever one of their aircraft was shot 
up. This way, if we were there, we could 
keep the big rescue team on task while 
we tidied up the loose ends. In addition, 
we wrapped up a rife, ammunition, food, 
water, clothing, and radios in blankets and 
stuffed them in a Pilatus Porter. The idea 
was, in case we were unable to pick up 
the crew members by the end of the day, 
the Porter would fy at extremely low level 
out of the setting sun and kick the bundles 
out the door so that our guys could survive 
the night. It was a nasty battle but the Jolly 
Greens were successful. 
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CAT engine repair. 
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Of course, anyone who few in that area 
knew that the primary rescue source was 
not the Air Force but Air America, simply 
because they were usually close by. All of 
us had your frequency set in our radios. 
When a plane went down, there was a call 
to Cricket and a call to Air America. Time 
and time again, you guys dashed into the 
unknown and saved American lives. Af-
ter one rescue, this time of a Raven, the 
fight mechanic offered my friend a ciga-
rette, only to have it refused. “I’m trying to 
quit” was the answer. At this point the fight 
mech laughed and said, “That’s the funni-
est thing I’ve ever heard—a Raven quitting 
cigarettes—for his health.” 

There was more humor. One day I took off 
from Long Tieng in a T-28 and followed a 
C-123K on its way to Vientiane. I couldn’t 
resist the urge to sneak up behind him and 
park off his left wing tip until he noticed me 
there with a noticeable jerk of the yoke. I 
laughed and pulled out ahead of him, feel-
ing quite pleased with myself. A few min-
utes later I heard or, rather, felt something 
out of order. When I fnally looked to my 
right, there he was—two props churning 
and the doors open on both J-85 pods. A 
fash of the trusty “bird” on his part brought 
about laughter in both cockpits, I’m sure. 

In a more serious incident, my buddy, 
Chuck Engle and I were playing “highlow” 
looking for targets along Route 4 just west 
of Xien Kouang ville. In this silly game, one 
aircraft fies low and as fast as he can down 
a road while the other “fies cover” right be-
hind him. All was well until Chuck took a 
load of AK-47 fre in the cockpit that shot 
out his side window. He claimed he could 
see the bullet pass in front of his face. An-
other round hit him just above the left an-
kle, passed completely through his leg and 
fell onto the foor. He recovered the bullet 
and had it mounted on a gold chain that 
he wore around his neck. Chuck pulled off 
while I shot a rocket in the direction of the 

soldiers. Then we began the 30-minute 
fight back to Long Tieng. Of course, our 
frst call was to an Air America helicopter 
that changed course to intercept us. In the 
meantime, I tried to keep Chuck conscious, 
as nausea and pain took over. The entire 
story is written in the book, The Ravens. 
Eventually, a Huey came into position and I 
dropped back. The helicopter stayed with 
Chuck through the landing at Long Tieng. 
I remember that Chuck, as he saw the air-
craft drifting off the side of the runway, took 
his useless leg and jammed it onto the rud-
der pedal, causing the aircraft to cartwheel 
and come to a stop. The fight doc and oth-
ers pulled him from the aircraft and rushed 
him onto a waiting Volpar that took him to 
the hospital at Udorn. In retrospect, the 
stupid part of that entire mission was “our” 
doing, while the common sense part was 
compliments of the Air America team. 

I’ll tell one last story and then wrap it up. 
But, in this case, I’ve saved the best for 
last. And in this case, the professionalism 
of the Air America pilots saved my life. You 
may recall that, during the rainy season, 
the weather could get nasty for days. Even 
you guys were forced to sit it out once 
in awhile. During those times, we would 
move from the breakfast table to the pok-
er table for an all-day session of dealer’s 
choice, nickel-dime poker. Even on a bad 
day, you wouldn’t lose more than about 
$25. By 9 or 10 in the morning, the beer 
lamp was lit with one of us staying sober 
just in case the weather broke. As it hap-
pened, it was my day to drink Coke and, 
sure enough, sometime in the afternoon, 
an A-1 descended through a hole over the 
PDJ and said the area was full of active tar-
gets. Cricket did his thing by launching the 
feet and I headed to Vang Pao’s house to 
pick up a backseater. We made it to the 
PDJ and learned that the weather had im-
proved well enough to start popping bad 
guys. Does the term “sucker hole” conger 
up any nightmares? We normally planned 

to get back to Long Tieng with at least one 
hour of fuel left, in case we had to divert. 
Well, Cricket kept laying on the fghters, 
and I stayed out a bit too long. It wasn’t 
until I tried to make it home that I realized 
the weather had closed in behind me. I 
picked my way through mountain gaps that 
still appeared below the huge cloud banks 
now resting on the ridge lines. When the 
most direct route didn’t work, I few west 
to the lateral valley that formed a “V” with 
Long Tieng and Sam Tong in between, and 
attempted to come in what we called the 
“back door.” That, too, was blocked, so I 
took advantage of the last opening I could 
fnd and popped out in the east-west val-
ley that lies between Long Tieng and Sam 
Tong, just north of Skyline Ridge. The only 
sign of civilization was the winding dirt road 
that connected the two bases. I seriously 
considered crash landing on that road but 
decided against it because I knew that the 
wings would likely shear off and, as they 
pinched the fuselage, the faps would come 
into the back seat and decapitate my back-
seater. So, I reemerged back into the valley 
west of Long Tieng and few in circles with 
the clouds coming down on top of me, the 
fog flling in the valley below and daylight 
running out fast. I had 45 minutes of fuel 
and a one-hour fight to Vientiane, if I didn’t 
hit a mountain on the climb out. 

All the time this was going on, I was talking 
to the other Ravens in the Raven hootch. 
They said the rain was coming down mer-
cilessly and that it was getting very dark. 
One of them volunteered to contact the 
Air America helicopter pilots to see if they 
could think of something. Shortly, I heard 
some chatter on the tower radio channel 
as three UH-1s cranked up on the ramp. 
Within minutes, they lifted off and few in 
trail, slowly, out the “back door” to where 
I was orbiting in a space that kept getting 
smaller and smaller by the minute. “Hey, 
Raven” the frst pilot called out, “I see you. 
Turn left…more…roll out. You are pointed 

at the back door. The gap is right in front of 
you.” “You’re nuts,” I replied, “I don’t see a 
damn thing except clouds and mountain.” 
“It’s an optical illusion,” he said, “the gap is 
flled with heavy rain.” I drove my little air-
plane straight at the mountain wall with my 
heart in my throat and past the hovering he-
licopter as I entered the point of no return. 
At the last possible second I saw a shim-
mering “V” coming down out of the cloud 
bank, only a couple of hundred feet tall. 
“Turn right, roll out…you are on track.” I hit 
the heavy rain with an audible splash. Hell, 
everything is audible in an O-1. It poured off 
the wind screen in a constant torrent, but I 
found that I could see the ground fashing 
by on both sides and below me. “I have 
him,” said the second helicopter pilot, “turn 
left…roll out… slightly right…watch out for 
that karst.” Karst was right! It rushed by me 
below my left tire, far too close to be com-
fortable. I passed the second helicopter. 
“I’ve lost him,” he said. “I’ve got him,” the 
third pilot said. I was getting vectors from 
three Air America helicopter pilots hovering 
in trail of each other, in the heavy rain and 
fog. “Turn right…roll out. There. You are 
on extended downwind. Good luck.” They 
headed on their way back to Vientiane, by 
what route, I have no idea. 

I saw the ridgeline falling away a bit to the 
right, and at that point, I crossed over the 
compound below. A couple of the other 
Ravens raced out as they heard my engine, 
but the rain was too heavy to see anything 
even though I was much lower than nor-
mal. I searched for the runway in the dark-
ness and, miraculously, I saw a silver-blue 
ribbon to my front left side. It was the run-
way, totally covered in water, refecting the 
last wisps of light that had forced their way 
through the clouds. Minutes later, all would 
be dark. I knew that, somewhere in front of 
me, another hillside loomed, and I needed 
to turn final just before I got there. I held on 
as long as I could then pulled the power 
back and established my best guess at a 
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The Airmen’s Bond – 
Keith Woodcock 

and silver bird or, perhaps, simply a silver 
bird that, even 39 years later stands as a 
towering symbol of courage, sacrifce, car-
ing, skill, and honor. 

Why did we do it? Why did we forsake all 
that was comfortable and well known to us 
to travel to a faraway land to risk our lives 
for people who will never know our names? 
Was it for our country? Was it for the mon-
ey? Was it the feeling of knowing that you 
are the best at your trade? Or, was it for the 

descending left turn to the opposite direc- feeting thrill of being young and invincible? 
tion. As soon as I banked, the perspective 
changed and I lost sight of the runway. 
One potato, two potato, three potato, and 
I rolled out on heading. Again the runway 
appeared although somewhat shorter than 
I remembered. This was because I had 
turned early and positioned myself to land 
long. Never mind, the operative word was 
“land,” which I did, with the water spray-
ing everywhere from my hydroplaning tires. 
Fortunately, the water was deep enough 
that it rapidly slowed me down so that I 
was able to turn off onto the Raven ramp. 

I shut off the engine and sat there shaking. 
Finally, I climbed out of the airplane and 
just hung on to the strut while I contem-
plated how close to dying I had just been. 
My backseater bolted for VP’s house, while 
I searched for my jeep. I also took time to 
say a prayer of thanks to all those who 
helped me in my hour of need, especially 
those wonderful Air America pilots who 
came through—again. 

When I departed Laos, I realized that I had 
served the longest tour at Long Tieng of 
any Raven—a record never broken. And, 
as I think back through a memory that is 
now getting a bit fuzzy here and there, cer-
tain images remain crystal clear—my fellow 
Ravens, the Hmong, VP, the mountains, 
the fear, the joy, and the bitter pain of loss. 
Always in the picture and in virtually every 
good war story I have, there appears a blue 

Perhaps it was all these. Certainly no one 
outside of our fold will ever understand, so 
why try? 

Many beautiful words have been written 
which capture the emotion of this time from 
Rudyard Kipling to Lt. Gen. Hal Moore of 
We Were Soldiers fame. But, my choice is 
the poem by Robert Frost that I mentioned 
at the beginning of this speech entitled 
“The Road Not Taken.” Let me close by 
reading the fnal stanza. 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 
Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
I took the one less traveled by, 
And that has made all the difference. 

Thank you for allowing me to be a part of 
your program and, on behalf of my Raven 
friends, thank you for always being there— 
anytime, anywhere, professionally. 

The declassifed documents released in 
conjunction with the symposium are avail-
able at www.foia.gov/airamerica.asp, 
among the special collections listed in the 
FOIA reading room of CIA’s public web 
site. (U) 

EXTRAORDINARY FIDELITY: 
TWO CIA PRISONERS IN CHINA, 1952–73 

Nicholas Dujmovic 

This article draws extensively on operation- been covered in open literature—albeit in 
al fles and other internal CIA records that short and generally fawed accounts—insti-
of necessity remain classifed. Because tutional memory regarding these brave of-
the true story of these two CIA offcers is fcers has dimmed.1 Their ordeal is not well 
compelling and has been distorted in many known among today’s officers, judging by 
public accounts, it is retold here in as much the surprise and wonder CIA historians en-
detail as possible, despite minimal source counter when relating it in internal lectures 
citations. Whenever possible, references to and training courses. 
open sources are made in the footnotes. 

This story is important as a part of US intel-
Beijing’s capture, imprisonment, and even- ligence history because it demonstrates the 
tual release of CIA offcers John T. Downey risks of operations (and the consequences 
and Richard G. Fecteau is an amazing of operational error), the qualities of charac-
story that too few know about today. Shot ter necessary to endure hardship, and the 
down over Communist China on their frst potential damage to reputations through 
operational mission in 1952, these young the persistence of false stories about 
men spent the next two decades 
imprisoned, often in solitary con-
fnement, while their government 
offcially denied they were CIA 
offcers. Fecteau was released 
in 1971, Downey in 1973. They 
came home to an America vastly 
different from the place they had 
left, but both adjusted surprisingly 
well and continue to live full lives. 

Even though Downey and Fec-
teau were welcomed back as he-
roes by the CIA family more than 
30 years ago and their story has 

1 

by early exposés of the Agency, such as David Wise and Thomas Ross, The Invisible Government (New York: 
Random House, 1964). Later brief treatments can be found in William Colby and Peter Forbath, Honorable 
Men: My Life in the CIA (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1978), in which former Director of Central Intelligence 
Colby identifes Downey and Fecteau as “CIA agents”; John Ranelagh, The Agency: The Rise and Decline 
of the CIA (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1986); William Leary, Perilous Missions: Civil Air Transport and CIA 
Covert Operations in Asia (University of Alabama Press, 1984); Norman Polmar and Thomas Allen, The En-
cyclopedia of Espionage (New York: Gramercy, 1997); Ted Gup, The Book of Honor (New York: Doubleday, 
2000); and James Lilly, China Hands (New York: Public Affairs, 2004). The public also can learn of the case at 
the International Spy Museum in Washington, DC, and through the Internet’s Wikipedia. 

Downey’s and Fecteau’s CIA affliation was revealed as early as 1957 by a disgruntled former USIA offcial and 

www.foia.gov/airamerica.asp
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past events. 
Above all, the 
saga of John 
Downey and 
Richard Fec-
teau is about 
remarkable 
faithfulness, 
shown not 

y by the men who 
Robert “Bob” Snoddy were deprived of their freedom, but also 

by an Agency that never gave up hope. 
While it was through operational misjudg-
ments that these two spent much of their 
adulthood in Chinese prisons, the Agency, 
at least in part, redeemed itself through its 
later care for the men from whom years 
had been stolen. 

onl 

THE OPERATIONAL CONTEXT 
John Downey and Richard Fecteau were 
youthful CIA paramilitary officers: Downey, 
born in Connecticut, had entered CIA in 
June 1951, after graduating from Yale; 
Fecteau, from Massachusetts, entered on 
duty a few months later, having graduat-
ed from Boston University. Both men had 
been varsity football players, and both 
were outgoing and engaging with noted 
senses of humor. They were on their first 
overseas assignment when the shoot-
down occurred. 

By late 1952, the Korean War had been 
going on for more than two years. Ac-
counts often identify that war as the rea-
son for the operation Downey and Fec-

teau were participating in. While largely 
true, the fight the men were on was part 
of operations that had antecedents in the 
US response to the communist takeover of 
China in 1949. In accordance with US poli-
cies, CIA took steps to exploit the potential 
for a Chinese “Third Force” by trying to link 
Chinese agents, trained by CIA, with al-
leged dissident generals on the mainland. 
This Third Force, while anti-communist, 
would be separate from the Nationalists, 
who were assessed to be largely discred-
ited on the mainland.2 

This Third Force project received new em-
phasis after the Communist Chinese in-
tervened in the Korean War. At that point, 
the project aimed to divert Chinese re-
sources from the war in Korea by promot-
ing domestic anti-government guerrilla op-
erations. This was to be accomplished by 
small teams of Chinese agents, generally 
inserted through airdrops, who were to link 
up with local guerrilla forces, collect intel-
ligence and possibly engage in sabotage 
and psychological warfare, and report back 
by radio.3 The operational model was the 
OSS experience in Europe during World 
War II, which assumed a cooperative cap-
tive population—a situation, as it turned 
out, that did not prevail in China. 

By the time of Downey and Fecteau’s in-
volvement in the Third Force program, its 
record was short and inauspicious. Be-
cause of resource constraints, the train-
ing of Chinese agents at CIA facilities 

Norman A. Schwartz 
4 For details on the pickup system, see William Leary, “Robert Fulton’s Skyhook and Operation Coldfeet,” Stud-

ies in Intelligence 38, no. 1 (Spring 1994), 67–68. The aircraft pickup system in use in 1952 was not, as is 
sometimes asserted, the Skyhook system developed in the late 1950s by Robert Fulton but was rather a more 
rudimentary arrangement known as the “All American” system that the Army Air Force had modifed during 
World War II from a system to pick up mail bags. 

2 Declassifed reference to Third Force covert operations is available in a National Security Council report on 
“Current Policies of the Government of the United States Relating to the National Security,” 1 November 1952, 
reproduced in Declassifed Documents Reference System (Farmington Hills, Michigan: Gale Group, 2006), 
document CK3100265583. A description of the Chinese Third Force program is also available in the cleared 
account by former CIA officer James Lilley, later US Ambassador to Beijing, China Hands: Nine Decades of Ad-
venture, Espionage, and Diplomacy in Asia (New York: PublicAffairs, 2004), 78–83. Lilley describes the “three 
prongs” of CIA covert operations against the Chinese mainland at the time: the frst was support of Nationalist 
efforts, the second was the Third Force program, and the third comprised unilateral operations. For a personal 
story of CIA’s China operations in concert with the Nationalist Chinese, see Frank Holober, Raiders of the China 
Coast: CIA Covert Operations during the Korean War (Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1999). 

3 Lilly, ibid. 

in Asia was delayed, and the first Third 
Force team to be airdropped did not de-
ploy until April 1952. This four-man team 
parachuted into southern China and was 
never heard from again. 

The second Third Force team comprised 
five ethnic Chinese dropped into the Ji-
lin region of Manchuria in mid-July 1952. 
Downey was well known to the Chinese 
operatives on this team because he had 
trained them. The team quickly estab-
lished radio contact with Downey’s CIA 
unit outside of China and was resupplied 
by air in August and October. A sixth team 
member, intended as a courier between 
the team and the controlling CIA unit, 
was dropped in September. In early No-
vember, the team reported contact with 
a local dissident leader and said it had 
obtained needed operational documents 
such as official credentials. They request-
ed air-exfiltration of the courier, a method 
he had trained for but that the CIA had 
never attempted operationally. 

At that time, the technique for aerial pick-
up involved flying an aircraft at low alti-
tude and hooking a line elevated between 
two poles. The line was connected to a 
harness in which the agent was strapped. 
Once airborne, the man was to be 
winched into the aircraft. This technique 
required specialized training, both for the 
pilots of the aircraft, provided by the CIA’s 
proprietary Civil Air Transport (CAT), and 
for the two men who would operate the 
winch. Pilots Norman Schwartz and Rob-
ert Snoddy had trained in the aerial pick-
up technique during the fall of 1952 and 
were willing to undertake the mission. On 
20 November, Downey’s CIA unit radioed 

back to the team: “Will air snatch approxi-
mately 2400 hours” on 29 November.4 

The question of who would operate the 
winch, however, was still unresolved. Orig-
inally, Chinese crewmen were to be used, 
but Downey’s unit chief decided that time 
was too short to fully train them. Instead, 
two CAT personnel trained in the procedure 
were identifed for the pickup fight, but the 
CIA unit chief pulled them four days before 
the mission because they lacked the requi-
site clearances. Downey, who had been at 
the unit for about a year, and Fecteau, who 
had arrived in the frst week of November, 
were directed to fll the breach. They were 
hurriedly trained in the procedure during 
the week of 24 November. 

Late on 29 November, Downey and Fec-
teau boarded Schwartz and Snoddy’s olive 
drab C-47 on an airfeld on the Korean pen-
insula and took off for the rendezvous point 
in Chinese Communist Manchuria, some 
400 miles away. It was a quiet, uneventful 
fight of less than three hours. The moon 
was nearly full and visibility was excellent. 
At one point, Fecteau opened a survival 
kit and not-
ed that the 
.32 -ca l ibe r 
pistol therein 
had no am-
mun i t ion— 
joking about 
that was the 
only con-
v e r s a t i o n 
the men 
had on the 
fight. 
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Unmarked C-47. 

5 CIA’s Far East Division later assessed that the Chinese agent team probably had been caught and doubled 
immediately after its insertion in July. 

6 See Fecteau’s reminiscences as told to Glenn Rifkin, “My Nineteen Years in a Chinese Prison,” Yankee Maga-
zine, November 1982. 

7 Twenty years later, after his return, Fecteau remembered the recognition signal as a fashlight signal; Downey 
thought it comprised three bonfres. Both were used. 

Mandarin jet take-off. 

MISSION GONE AWRY 
The C-47, with its CAT pilots and CIA crew, 
was heading for a trap. The agent team, 
unbeknownst to the men on the fight, had 
been captured by Communist Chinese se-
curity forces and had been turned.5 The 
request for exfltration was a ruse, and the 
promised documentation and purported 
contact with a local dissident leader were 
merely bait. The team members almost 
certainly had told Chinese authorities ev-
erything they knew about the operation 
and about the CIA men and facilities as-
sociated with it. From the way the ambush 
was conducted, it was clear that the Chi-
nese Communists knew exactly what to 
expect when the C-47 arrived at the pick-
up point.6 

Reaching the designated area around 
midnight, the aircraft received the proper 
recognition signal from the 
ground.7 Downey and Fec-
teau pushed out supplies 
for the agent team—food 
and equipment needed 
for the aerial pickup. Then 
Schwartz and Snoddy few 
the aircraft away from the 
area to allow the team time 
to set up the poles and 
line for the “snatch.” Re-
turning about 45 minutes 
later and receiving a ready 
signal, the C-47 few a dry 
run by the pickup point, 
which served both to ori-
ent the pilots and to alert 
the man being exfltrated 
that the next pass would 
be for him. Copilot Snod-

dy came back momentarily to the rear of 
the aircraft to make sure Downey and 
Fecteau were ready. On the moonlit land-
scape, four or fve people could be seen 
on the ground. One man was in the pickup 
harness, facing the path of the aircraft. 

As the C-47 came in low for the pickup, 
flying nearly at its stall speed of around 
60 knots, white sheets that had been 
camouflaging two anti-aircraft guns on 
the snowy terrain flew off and gunfire 
erupted at the very moment the pickup 
was to have been made. The guns, strad-
dling the flight path, began a murderous 
crossfire. At this point, a crowd of men 
emerged from the woods.8 Whether by 
reflex or purposefully, the pilots directed 
the aircraft’s nose up, preventing an im-
mediate crash; however, the engines cut 
out and the aircraft glided to a controlled 

crash among some trees, breaking in two 
with the nose in the air. 

Downey and Fecteau had been secured to 
the aircraft with harnesses to keep them 
from falling out during the winching. On im-
pact, both slid along the foor of the aircraft, 
cushioned somewhat by their heavy winter 
clothing. Fecteau’s harness broke, causing 
him to crash into the bulkhead separating 
the main body of the aircraft from the cock-
pit, which, he later said, gave him a bump 
on his head “you could hang your coat on.” 

Other than suffering bruises and being 
shaken up, Downey and Fecteau were ex-
tremely fortunate in being unhurt. The Chi-
nese apparently had targeted the cockpit, 
with gunfre passing through the foor in 
the forward part of the aircraft but stop-
ping short of where Downey and Fecteau 
had been stationed, although one bul-
let singed Downey’s cheek. Meanwhile, 
tracer bullets had ignited the fuel. Both 
men tried to get to the cockpit to check 

on the pilots, who were not 
answering Downey’s shouts, 
but their part of the aircraft 
was burning fercely and 
the two had to move away. 
Whether due to gunfre, the 
impact, or the fre, the pilots 
died at the scene.9 Fecteau 
later remembered stand-
ing outside the aircraft with 
Downey, both stunned but 
conscious, telling each oth-
er that they were “in a hell 

of a mess.” The Chinese security forces 
descended on them, “whooping and hol-
lering,” and they gave themselves up to 
the inevitable. 

ASSESSING FIELD RESPONSIBILITY 

This article continued in full on the included 
DVD and at the following web address: 

Over the years, various explanations arose 
within CIA to explain Downey and Fecte-
au’s participation in the ill-fated mission. 
It seemed incredible to operations offcers 
that two CIA employees, familiar with op-
erations, locations, and personnel, would 
be sent on a mission that exposed them 
to possible capture by the Chinese Com-
munists. One of the most persistent myths 
was that the two must have been joyrid-
ing because their participation was, it was 

es... lruof the on iatloivathought, 

https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the-
study-of-intel l igence/csi-publications/csi-
studies/studies/vol50no4/two-cia-prisoners-in-
china-1952201373.html 

8 Beijing recently published a highly fanciful, heroically written version of events that night, which claims the 
Chinese awaited the CIA aircraft with 37 guns—half of them machine guns, the rest antiaircraft cannon—along 
with 400 armed security forces, all of which fred at the plane! The account also asserts erroneously that 
Downey and Fecteau came out fring small arms before surrendering. See “The Wipe-Out of the American 
Spies in An Tu County,” in Documentary On the Support to Resist the U.S. and Aid Korea, (Beijing: China Liter-
ary History Publishing House, 2000). 

9 After years of negotiations, the Chinese government in 2002 fnally allowed a US Defense Department excava-
tion team into the area, where they discovered fragments of the aircraft. In June 2004, the team found bone 
and tooth fragments, which later were identifed as Robert Snoddy’s. To date, no remains of Schwartz have 
been identifed. 

https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the
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DCI PRESENTS DIRECTOR’S MEDALS 
REMARKS OF THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
GEORGE J. TENET ON PRESENTATION OF THE DIRECTOR’S 
MEDAL TO JOHN T. “JACK” DOWNEY AND RICHARD G. FECTEAU 

June 25, 1998 

On June 25, Director of Intelligence (DCI) 
George Tenet presented the Director’s 
Medal to Judge John T. “Jack” Downey 
and Richard G. Fecteau. Downey and Fec-
teau were captured by the Chinese in 1952 
while conducting agent resupply and pick-
up operations as part of our war effort in 
Korea. This was their frst overseas assign-
ment. In 1954, China sentenced Fecteau 
to 20 years and Downey to life imprison-
ment. Late in 1971, nearly 20 years later, 
China released Fecteau and in March 1973 
released Downey. Following their release 
they returned to work for the Agency and 
later retired. 

Below are DCI Tenet’s remarks on the oc-

I know that I speak for everyone in this 
room, and everyone in this Agency, when 
I say, welcome home, Jack Downey and 
Dick Fecteau—two great heroes of the CIA! 
Welcome back to the CIA! 

You have never left our thoughts—not dur-
ing your long years of imprisonment, and 
not during the decades following your re-
tirement from the Agency. We are forever 
proud that you are our colleagues. You 
have been an inspiration to the intelligence 
offcers who served with you, and to the 
generations who followed you. 

Your story, simply put, is one of the most 
remarkable in the 50-year history of the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

is the story of a daring fight over Man-
churia during the Korean War. The mission: 
to swoop down and snatch out our imper-
ed agent. It is the story of an ambush—of 

a crash landing—and of capture. Of being 
declared missing and presumed dead, only 
to reappear very much alive two years later 
for a Red Chinese “show trial”, where Dick 
was sentenced to twenty years and Jack 
received a life sentence. 

Even more remarkable is the story of 
how these brave men endured decades 

imprisonment, regained their freedom, 
and went on to live full and active lives, 
marked by service to their communities 
and their country. 

Shortly after his return to the United States, 
Jack told his debriefer: “you come out of 
captivity basically about the same as you 
go in.” Jack Downey and Dick Fecteau 
went in as young men—Jack was all of 22; 
Dick was 25. What they took in with them 
was the character and the values that they 
learned from their parents—integrity and 
honor and commitment to country. 

Jack and Dick, I know that your parents are 
in your hearts and thoughts today, as they 
are in ours. The medals we present to you 
today in honor of your unmatched service 
to our country are given also in honor of 
your extraordinary parents. 

Jack’s widowed mother Mary Downey 
waged a ferce behind-the-scenes struggle 
for her son’s release until her health gave 
out. Ironically, it was her stroke that became 
the basis for his eventual release. Mrs. 
Downey personally petitioned four Presi-
dents beginning with Eisenhower, succes-
sive Secretaries of State, Senators, Con-
gressmen, the Catholic Church, and the 
United Nations. Nobody who met the in-
domitable Mary Downey will ever forget her. 

Phil and Jessie Fecteau—decent, down-
to-earth people with an abiding devotion 
to this country—believed deeply that what 
their boy was doing was important to US 
security and that they must do nothing to 
jeopardize that. Throughout nineteen cruel 
years of waiting, they put unquestioning 
faith in their government—in this Agency 
in particular. I pray that they never felt that 
their faith was misplaced. 

There is no adequate way to describe the 
uncommon grace and fortitude with which 
the Downey and Fecteau families bore their 
burdens of grief. And to that awful weight 
of worry was the added burden of silence. 
Thank God, Mary Downey and Phil Fec-
teau went to their rest in peace, knowing 
that their sons were free. 

Just imagine what it was like to hear that 
your son was missing and presumed dead, 
only to learn years later that he is impris-
oned in Red China. 

Imagine what it was like to have your hopes 
for his release raised and dashed and 
raised again. 

Imagine what it was like Christmas af-
ter Christmas knowing that your son was 
spending it alone in a cold cell. 

Imagine a mother assembling care pack-
ages, lovingly flling the cartons with cook-
ies and warm socks and issues of Sports 
Illustrated, not knowing when, or even if, 
they’d be delivered. 

Imagine turning over and over in your 
mind all the political and personal consid-
erations, then deciding to make the long 
journey to China for a prison visit. And all 
the while you knew that your time with your 
son would be agonizingly brief, that you 
wouldn’t be able to have a private conver-
sation, and that when you left, you might 
never see him again. 

We cannot imagine. We can only stand 
in admiration of such courage [DCI leads 
standing ovation for the parents.] 

I know that Dick and Jack feel deeply 
blessed to have had such wonderful par-
ents, and to have such wonderful families. 
Dick’s wife Peg regrettably couldn’t be with 
us today, due to a very sore back. And, 
Dick’s mother, Jessie, also is unable to be 
with us to share today’s honor with her son, 
but we send them both our warmest good 
wishes and know they are with us in spir-
it. Twin daughters Sidnice and Suzon are 
here. The girls were three years-old when 
their father was captured. 

Jack’s wife Audrey is here. Audrey’s and 
Jack’s marriage is a wonderful, life-affrm-

casion of the medal presentation. 

It 

il

of 
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ing story in itself. Jack met Audrey Lee 
when he went back to New Haven after 
his release to visit Yale, his alma mater. Au-
drey is a naturalized American citizen who 
was born in China, coincidentally ten miles 
from the place where Jack was shot down. 
Their son, John Lee Downey, starts Wes-
leyan University this Fall. We also welcome 
Jack’s brother Bill, who worked tirelessly for 
his release, together with Bill’s wife Jean. 

It is wonderful to have multiple generations 
of the Fecteau and Downey families here to-
day. I’m sure that there isn’t a day that goes 
by that Dick and Jack aren’t grateful to be 
surrounded by your love. I salute you all. 

But beyond your immediate families, we 
would like to think that you also feel that 
you have another family—your extended 
Agency family. There are folks here today 
who kept in touch with your loved ones and 
managed your personal affairs all those 
years. I know that they saw it not as a duty, 
but as a sacred trust. 

We also have here today a large represen-
tation of offcers from our China desk in the 
DO. You are true legends to them. 

the courtroom through a battery of lights 
and cameras. Jack is already standing in 
the dock. For propaganda effect, Jack 
has been outftted in a new, black pad-
ded suit, clothes, shoes, and a beanie 
hat. Dick sees that Jack is looking rather 
down and fgures he needs cheering 
up. They order Dick to go stand next to 
Jack. He walks over to Jack and whis-
pers: “Who’s your tailor?!” 

Until Dick’s release in 1971, and Jack’s 
in 1973, the two men were listed in our 
personnel fles as serving on “Special 
Detail Foreign” at “Offcial Station 
Undetermined.” And serve they did. 

Not in the ordinary way, of course—but 
in a most extraordinary way. How did they Above: Mandarin Jet. 

Below: Damage to a C-119. 

And there is a contingent of fellow offcers, 
many of whom you haven’t seen since your 
training courses in the early 1950’s, who 
are thrilled to join you today. As your for-
mer colleagues will attest, training camp is 
a bonding experience, and I know you’ve 
been swapping stories as you would at 
any reunion. I understand, Jack, that when 
they evaluated you at the end of your train-
ing, you got a pretty low grade in, of all 
things: “Survival”!!! 

And Dick, although your evaluators 
thought your great sense of humor was 
an asset to morale, they were concerned 
about your lighter side and thought that, 
for your own good, you should “be more 
serious.” Like Jack’s survival marks, the 
graders got this one wrong too. The fol-
lowing is classic Fecteau. 

Shortly after Dick and Jack were captured, 
they were separated, and spent two years 
in solitary confnement, much of the time 
under interrogation and in chains. But 
Dick’s sense of humor never left him. 

On the day of their “show trial” in 1954—re-
member Dick and Jack had not seen one an-

other for two years—Dick is marched into 

serve? By keeping their faith in our country, 
and by being faithful to it no matter what. 

When Dick was debriefed upon his release, 
he said he never lost his sense of Agency 
affliation. He said that he felt he was en-
gaged in a struggle between the Agency 
and the Security Bureau in Peking. He said 
that his country was much more than an 
abstraction to him. When his jailers kept 
trying to drum it into him that the US was 
an imperialist country, and that Americans 
were the scum of the earth, he said he “re-
sented the crap out of it” and “sort of took 
it upon my shoulders as a representative of 
my country and my people” to be the op-
posite of how they portrayed us. 

One of the many things we all admire about 
you is that neither of you have let your ex-
periences make you bitter. When a reporter 
asked Jack how he’d describe the 20 years 
he spent in prison, he answered: “They 
were a crashing bore!” “I won’t dwell upon 
the past because I’m too preoccupied with 
the present and the future.” Since their re-
lease, both Dick and Jack have made every 
day count. 

Just imagine being taken right from a Red 
Chinese jail and finding yourself back home 
in the United States after a twenty-year ab-
sence. Dick and Jack remarked about the 
rush of colors, the variety and number of 
cars, the radical change in fashions—it was 
the seventies after all. 

But both men saw more than the superfcials. 
Dick took great joy in the simple pleasures of 
freedom that all of us take for granted: he 
told his debriefer: “to me, just to get up and 
make a nice breakfast and take a shower is 
beautiful, it makes my day.” Jack observed 
changes in American society—rural Con-
necticut being overrun with housing devel-
opments and suburbia, the positive effects 
of the civil rights movement. 

Dick elected to retire from the CIA in the 
mid-1970s, after over 25 years of service. 
He had to be convinced to stay that long. In 
Dick’s words: “I did not want them to make 
work for me. It would embarrass the life out 
of me.” As if he hadn’t done enough for this 
Agency and this country already! Dick later 
joined the staff of his alma mater, Boston 
University, and became Assistant Director 
of Athletics. He retired from the university 
in 1989. 

Jack also opted for retirement. When he 
was offered the opportunity to stay, he 
quipped: “You know I just don’t think I am 
cut out for that kind of work!” After leav-
ing the Agency, at age 43, Jack enrolled 
in Harvard Law School. He practiced law 
privately for a number of years, was ap-
pointed by the Governor of Connecticut to 
a number of public service positions, and 
even started a run for Senator of Connecti-
cut. (Jack calls it his other crash!) In 1987, 
Jack became a Judge, like his father be-
fore him. 

Both of these great men refuse to consider 
themselves heroes. They are not the sort. 
Their parents and their New England up-
bringing have a lot to do with that. When 
Mary Downey was reunited with her beloved 
Jack in her hospital room, she wagged her 
fnger at him and said: “You’re a celebrity 
now—don’t let it go to your head!” 

Jack was not about to let himself, as he 
put it: “be one of those guys who goes 
through life making a career out of being a 
CIA agent who was imprisoned in China.” 
And the most Dick will say on that subject 
is that he supposes that he “did the best he 
could under the circumstances.” 

Dick and Jack, you can be as modest as 
you like. But we cannot see it that way. What 
you did—the way you did it—is a proud part 
of our history that we will never forget. 
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You demonstrated one kind of heroism 
when you signed on to that perilous mission 
in wartime and crash-landed and survived 
and endured those early interrogations. 

You demonstrated heroism of a whole oth-
er magnitude during those dark decades 
of captivity that followed. In those endless 
years, heroism meant getting through an-
other day, and then another, and then an-
other, with your dignity, and your humanity, 
and your will, and your wit, and your honor, 
and your hope intact. 

Both men would argue that others in this 
room would have done what they did 
under the same circumstances. Maybe. 
We’d all like to think we would. But the 
fact is, it wasn’t somebody else in that 
prison. It was you. It fell to the two of you 
to do a hard, hard thing. And you did it. 
For two decades. Magnificently. Gallantly. 
With extreme valor. 

When they came in 1971 to tell Dick he 

behind them—have sacrificed everything 
with grace and courage and in absolute 
anonymity to serve this agency and our 
country. We have been truly blessed to 
call you our colleagues and friends. 

The words inscribed on the back of the 
medal are simple, yet direct—Extraordi-
nary Fidelity and Essential Service. Bet-
ter words were never written or spoken to 
describe Jack Downey and Dick Fecteau. 

We will always be grateful to you and to 
your extraordinary families for all that you 
did for our country. 

I would now invite you both to come for-
ward for the presentation of the medals. 
I would also ask Ben DeFelice, the man 
who knows better than anyone in this 
Agency what you and you families went 
through, and who so caringly handled 
your affairs during your long captivity, to 
read the citation. 

was being freed, his first question 
was: “What about Jack Downey?” 
And after his return home, when Dick 
was offered piles of money to tell 
his story, he refused the offers—de-
spite his family’s modest means—for 
fear that publicity would harm Jack’s 
chances of freedom. 

Two years after Dick’s release, Jack’s 
day of freedom finally arrived. Jack 
has described his reaction as think-
ing to himself: “Well, Christ, it’s about 
time.” 

In this—our 50th anniversary year— 
is also about time that you and Di 
received the small tribute we confer 
today by presenting you with the D 
rector’s Medal. I do this on behal 
all my predecessors because all 
know that at the end of the day men li 
the two of you—with wonderful famili 
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Left: Richard Fecteau. 
Right: Jack Downey. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE CIA… 
JOHN DOWNEY & RICHARD FECTEAU 

On March 12, 1973, CIA offcer John 
Downey walked across the Lo-Wu Bridge 
from the People’s Republic of China into 
the then-British Crown colony of Hong 
Kong. He was a free man after more than 
two decades of imprisonment. 

Communist Chinese forces captured 
Downey and fellow CIA paramilitary of-
fcer Richard Fecteau when their plane 
was shot down in Manchuria in Novem-
ber 1952. Both men were riding in a C-47 
operated by a CIA proprietary airline, Civil 
Air Transport, on an operation to retrieve 
an agent. The team planned to extract the 
agent with a device that involved a hook 
snagging a line between two upright poles 
on the ground. The agent was connected 
to the line by a harness. Once the hook 
caught the line, and the agent was jerked 
off the ground, Downey and Fecteau were 
to winch the man into the aircraft. 

The Civil Air Transport plane, however, 
few into a trap. The Chinese agent team 
on the ground, trained by Downey, had 
been caught and turned by the Commu-
nist Chinese. Antiaircraft fre downed the 
plane, killing its pilot and co-pilot, Norman 
Schwartz and Robert Snoddy. Downey and 
Fecteau survived. 

Presuming there were no survivors, the 
U.S. government was surprised when Bei-
jing announced Downey’s life sentence for 
espionage; Fecteau received 20 years. The 
announcement came in 1954, two years 
after the Civil Air Transport plane was shot 
down. After harsh interrogations, both men 
faced dismal conditions for most of their 
incarceration. But they learned to cope 

through patience, faith in eventual release, 
humor, and exercise. 

The lack of official relations—and Wash-
ington’s continued insistence that the 
men were Department of the Army civil-
ians and not CIA employees—ensured 
stalemate on the men’s fate. Throughout 
their imprisonment, Fecteau and Downey 
received their CIA pay and benefits in es-
crow, as well as periodic promotions. The 
CIA invested their savings and assisted 
their families. 

When negotiations commenced in 1971, 
leading to President Richard M. Nix-
on’s opening of China, Fecteau was re-
leased. Soon after Nixon publicly admitted 
Downey’s CIA affliation, his life sentence 
was commuted and he was released. 

Fecteau and Downey have focused their 
lives on the future, not dwelling on the past. 
Fecteau returned to his alma mater, Bos-
ton University, as assistant athletic director; 
he retired in 1989. 

Con-
returned Downey 

home to 
necticut and be-
came a respected 
judge; a New Ha-
ven courthouse is 
named for him. 
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A HUNTING WE DID GO 
hy 

FELIX SMITH 
' 
~ Let•s get out of here":, cried Sd,warlz, "'I 

~n't stand it • any longed-Wilcl boar Jmnting with 
knivei., tickling trout. hunting rabbits with out gun6, 
and now it's wild ho rses !" We s talked out of the 
uproariou.s saloon, shaking our heads in am112.e:ment. 

You too wil1 b~ amazed when you find out what 
can trnnspire in o. New Zeala11d pub, for I can no 
longer repre ss the distorted sense of resp011sibility 
to posterity that keeps nudgiag me to mcm·d these 
astounding truths, even in the face of being brande d 
a J,aranoic liin.. · 

_ How does this spnrts idea tie in with an ordinary 
d1·ink:ing esroblislunent? ", the un-annointe<l may 
ask, bO.t friend, the inside of n New Zenhnd pub i:s as 
"o rdinary" as the revoh of the Irish Republican 
Anny. And rather: than being tugged a. poi11tless 
"establishment", it should be more aptly referred 
to as a. seething spor ts arena filled with rowdy 
chornses of shonts and wierd tales, and strange 
pel'formances. · 

The rugged Nt\W Zealanders, 110ted for their 
tough footba ll te ams, make just as rough and care­
fully 1:egufated a gnme out of drinking be~r , with 
rules well defined us the Marquis of Queen shtrry's , 
and the po liee as nctive parLicipants rather than just 
refere~s or peaoemakers. 

Capt. Norman Swartz for which wild boar hunting with '.'.i 
k nives, tickling trout and hunting rabbits sans guns w~ 
a slrtlllge a.nd woml.,rful .i.1tperience, 

~ 1l g J:: 1kt 
· Just in case you still doubt the acooptnbility of 
lhis " spor ts" class'ificnti.on, let me begin with a 
r6Uf;h resume of the i-ule~. We' ll stai:t out with the 
exciting purl, half-time, a~ P-M., .the time tb.nt pubs 
legally close : choor-lcader -like, the publican stt'-Olls 
through, calling, "Tjrue geutlen:um, time please, 
gentlemen'', which seems to he the eigoal for all 
participants to drain their glasses and saunter in­
nocently out while the barten c1er pull,; the curtains 
and makes a great show of locking the door. But 
this is only the beglnni-og. The team. mates either 
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. . 
check in with the ~,,jfe for dinner , or merely stroll 
round the block:, return to the pub, and give a coded 
signal on the ·.door he ll. The door opens a crack:, 
recogi:iirion occurs, the player slips i11 and ordere 
anothe i: pint. The atmnspher~ eventually Lecomes 
-very chee'ry and although the constable ou the"beat 
can · si::e· light leaking past the cmtain or henr lond 
bellow s of "Fill 'er up again mnte", or, ~hi~ i11 rn.y 
·shout. cobber! ", said <>pp~sition cannot charge itt 
11.nd trnp all hands ~n su~\.Sll uncou th mnnner. He 
must press the door· bell ,firs t. An officer of the law 
isn't allow:ea· to use s~b~~uge, and such unsports-­
man Hke trickery of imitating the coded ring would 
immediately disqMlify him. Th e pnliceman must 
give a long honest ria g, at which alarm all hands 
ahandon bar like rats leaving a sinking ship. The 
alert pub li~an will h"ave a predetermined re fuge, one 
of thti most ingenious -being the hotel dining i:oom 
w~ere all drinkers perch quie tly as if ordering 
dinne r. Any bona-fide demands for food, howe:ver, 
would be grooted wit.h extreme honor by indepen ­
dent ~aitresses. who by this time have the tables 
cleaned and set for'breakfasr So the player s just 
11it quietly as if waiting for their various orders until 
the constable makes bis ro utine check and departs. 

As ±n all sports, there'd he no excitement if the 
sa!Ile side always won, so .. occasionally a, few; not 
fl~et o~ foot are caught red handed against tho bar 
arid ;the next step is for the constable to determine 
¼;hether or not the suspect is registe red at the pub's 
accompanyiDg hotel. P.ublic~ms mnst have 1·oov\s 
to let before being granted a. drin king license, and 
residents are allowed to dl'ink after houTS on the 
premise that is, temporaTily, th!,'Jit home. But if 
the corQered drinker is not living ut the pub, he's . .. , ; 
in a tough spot. The policeman asks each what : :. •.:-· 
room he's in, and great shoutt, of numbers ring out, _:-:.:/:_'

11 and io this way ·somewhat resemble g Bingo. "'ff the _ ,.,·.,·:.'.; 
(lrjnker dupli cates someone else's roo m numbe r, or ... ,: ," 
says he's living in a fourth floor room when he ·: .. :,_i':,_J 
for.gets he is in ,a two-story build ing, the jig is up .. .. 
and off he goes for a. two-pound fine with the ad - _; :}(,,;::..; 
ditional hum ilia tion of having his name published ' '.-·: ; 
in the news1nper as having been ca.ught afte r hours . .. : ':/· · 

:: ft~;naliz:i ;:!1!C::U~~:o di:;~::}:/::] l~:=~ · · :{//(.·; 
his lioense. So you can see, it's no child 's play. ._ ,:.\i}H 

After competition has stretched over a more or _ .. ,-.,,:•:.,,;·; 
Jess strenuou s period of days, a son of ti.me-out '/;\_t/:,J 
Sl'.JSsion is obe.erved, Ule accepted method being t(i .. :': :\t~i\'/ 
post a look-out nt the doo,. At the appearance. of. / _:j;i:Ti 
the gnmahoe the alarm is sounded, lights are ex~ : :, :,S?'.i/.'.:i 
tinguished, noise stops, ond the constable strolls · ·:} .'.-.i\~)it 
pas t the lonely lookout in the doorway of a.n estah;_ · "·-f/tf ') 

ll,hmem that to out~ro •p~nre;E~ q=i~::kiii 

a dead engine · a-nd <lllrker than inside a derby hat. 
He nod6 to the ,splitary figure and strolls on. The 
all-clear is S()Ullded, the pub explodes into light and 
merriment, a:ncf the c1rinkers Jift their mugs to <:orn­
plimen t one another on their frau d, The policeman 
kno:"s ~Y':rr l~l;-9y.~, in tow_n, but the psyt:hology 
behrnd 1t ls this: lf:t\l.e po hceman sees ilie look­
ou t, he knows the law is being respected-yes, fea-red. 
But let ~nyone foolishly flouJ it by 11.ssamiDg no 
look-out is neeqed, and brrring goes the doorbe ll, 
and it's catch as catch can. 

We occasi onnlly hear that Amel'i can ath letes 
abroad who lry rugby football and cricket don't 
rea dily take to th e Britis h type of sports , but one 
e:x:ception was Pinky, our navigator, of whom we 
were extremely proud. Pinky learned to excel 
at his new game, but he did learn tli.e h.1u·d way. 
He was qnietly mindiog his own beer one night 
.at the Grovenor Pub when the shocking cry of 
" POLlCE ! " rang out. With split-sec ond reaction 
tl1at might have been tempe red by experience in 
other raids in his life, Pinky's reflexes ho.d him out 
the door and half way down the iitreet before a good 
sa.rnaritan could grab him and explain that since 
Pinky was living at the Croven.or, he had every 
righ t to drink there · afcer six p.m,, po1ice or no 
police and he shouldn 't have let his beer go flat. 
Pinky's face sagged into a look of a left-fielder who 
dTopped a fl y on the last out of a bases-loaded 
baseball game, but experience is an able teacher 
and soon Pjnky was rubbi ng elbows with ~ew 
ZealB.nd's best. 

A New Zealand pub has a comfortable socinl 
atmosphere, like a rich man's club. It is here the.t 
the philosophe rs hang out, here that worlo probl ems 
are d iscusse d and ~perience~ exchanged. With 
Pinky, malc hing theu1 story for story, meeting thei-c 
every slang word with an equivalent American e:x:• 
press.ion, Pinky became our amhassadm without 
portfolio. 

Norm Schwartz and I invaded Pinky's domain 
one night pure ly for academic purposes, and a.s 
Pinky' led us into the fabulous Dan-y's, one of the 
finest pubs in New Zealand, great shouts of "Why 
there's Pinky, the old clout! Hi there, Pinky ; step 
up and have one! Bring your cobber s with you! 
The whole pub hecnme alive when Pinky strolled 
in, hut instead of gripping hand~ overhead, boxer­
like, he n1etely gave out a sly grin, drifted to the 
ha-r, and fitted up to it like he was buil t iT1. Pinky 
didn't talk very loud, but whatever he ha<l to say, 
all ha.ndJ; gathered round to Listen in awe for they 
had met their match, story for slory . While the 
rest of us had he;en acquidng New Zealand exprefr 
sions such as "Fair clinkum, mate", " Too right ", 
or "Right, right as rain", Pioky had -.;unoonciously 
influence d his fellow drinkers into using the stand. 
ard American colloquialisms plus a few of his own 
quaint inventious. "That's true" , one of •the New 
Zealanders would assert after a particularly amazing 
story, "And", he would add in deferenc e to his 
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coach; " If it- ain't so I'll bite yom cs.If till you bark 
like a fox", and meanw hile glancing sideways at 
Pinky for apprnw l , hoping he ho.d used the ex­
pi-e~sion in the approved manner:. 

Norm and I looked d own the hn at a tall rangy 
man whose face hel d the rugged look of the out-of. 
doors. This ma n was quietly survey ing the scc:ne 
with a faint smile and a strong scotch Hnd soda. 
He was Larry Rainey. a grettt hun ter, who later took 
the pilots hunting lllld . became one of ou r: firmest 
frie~ cls. Other hunt ers gath ered roun d hiw to ex­
change blood· cur<lling stories of hunting wild boar, 
annea only with kniv es, and of the clog who would 
couwgeously hold the hoar by his jowls while the 
hunter stepped in for the kill, and stor ies nf " 1ick­
ling" t rout,reaching under u bank and stroking trout 
as if making friends and then the sudden betrayal 
of j~mming fiugers into I.he gills and fli cking hlm 
onto the han k One of the hunte rs pointed down 
the bar an d said, tt And th ere's a man who goes 
hunting withou t a gun, o,: a knife! " We looked 
down I.his speaker 's shoul<le-r nnd past hi11 finger 
and saw a r~~d oJd charac ter with bowed r,ants 
and a thousa.nd-·yeer old hat jammed on his head, 
and I remarked, "Why he looks like an old Tennessee 
hillbilly_" ·. · 

« He'd have one of your hillbilly& clone in noth ­
ing fl..a.t ", bragged Bill Barr y from behind the hs,. 
" Th at man you are lookillg at is the greatest 
poacher in the worlil." 

"And what's more , he's uever been callght ", 
exclaimed ano ther, almost in reverence. 

"fle's been caught all right, but never convict ­
ed", corrected another . 

"That's because he's such an acco u:i-plished 
liar" jeere d someo ne. The Greatest Ponciliei In 
The World viewed his critfos witb. ltaµghty disdain 
and we sidled down tl1e bar to estab lish contac l, 
waiting to he;i.r what he hnc1 to say. 

"We ll, here's what I was huntin' toduy, he said 
casually. pullin g a live rabbit from insi de his coat . 
"Caught twen ty-five of them without firfog a shot. 
Caught them all with this ", he added, reaching · ·in 
his coat again and ex tricat ing a live ferret , a. wea1iel­
looki n7 pet tha t peered nervously around the bat. 
"Here B his mate", the old poacher added, reach­
ing in and pulling out another. It was like a magic 
show. An amazed drunk staggered up, p\dled up a. 
beer and fell down. 

" Let him on the floor", he bellowed, "Let's see 
if he's tame" , whereupon The Grea test Poa cher ID 
The W orlcl pitt one of his ferrets on the floor . The 
ferret ran ovel" to the cuspi dor , pe.ered into it like 
a mbbit hole and prom ptly keeled over beside his 
drunken admfrer. B~fm:e he could reach over to 
pick hirn up Barry shottted. 

" The re's a chicken loose from Mrs. McGrath's 
yard", and like a atreak of lightn ing, out charged 
the hillbilly, in the meanti me extracting a dh.1.y 
clotl1 sack from his magic coat. « He never goes 
anywhere without tha t sack'', explaiueel Barry. 
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"A lways • ready for any thing ", said 11nother. 
When he retumed, chi cken in the bag the dr inker s 
h t1d the -ferret revived, and Th e Grea te~t Poncber In 
The Wodd Lucked him in bis sweate r where he 
promptly keel ed over agniu. 

season" • was his parting n.d-vice. "Only a d1tmn 
fool would hu~t them in season-too much competi­
tion", Ju st then Pat Barry, ex-Olympic swiminer 
shouted out the door. 

"Give him air ' ', someone advis ed. So out the 
back door he went, with Norm and m.e close on his 
h eel&, _not w.intin g to miss the show. We we-re so 
full of adm h·ation for a man so adept at his chosen 
professitln that it must have shown on our foces 
hecauRe The Greates t Poa cher Iu The World favored 
us with special attention. 

"See? " _he explained, holclir1g his pet ferre t up 
to . one of hrs rabbits , "T his'll liven him up a hit." 
The fei:ret snatc hed at the rabbit 's t hi·oat with 
~edJe:hke teeth 11nd huno- on, sh aking fur iously . 

They n IlCVllr Ie t ~o OlJCe iliey got ft hold on him" 
he explain ed. "The ra bbit kuows this and come~ 
running out of his hole when I poke my ferret down 

. . 

Felix. Smith i~ probab ly &ho~;~; -'~~~ - ,:ho !!i~ lii1d to 
httvc a registet'OJ 1111r9 ~ (C)'nthi tt Chc11) exh,rnt a slivet" 
which hll 11.cguire d e!i.tf!'ft with voodcn ch<>p sticks. 

~ ~IJ':J.!!!~M~~'frall±~Jlfli!Hlb'i:± ~~~ 
it. Then I spread this net ove. the hole and catch 
the rabbit as he comes out ", he said , demonstrating 
with a wide swlpe. " And it doeSll't cost a cent. 
Friend of mine makes. these nets out of store string , 
Besides", he - winks, " You may be on someone 
else' s prop erty where you 're not wa11te<l thi s doesn't 
mah; a ny_ noise ". He again demonstrated by 
p ush:ng . his hug~. fist i~to the net and silendy 
dmwmg tt shut. There a people roulld here that 
~st not _k_now yom b usine~ "~ he whispered., glanc ­
mg suspicious ly at the pub . May try to cut into 
your game, you kno,v " . We were prou d of his 
confiden oe, pro ud that we hncl established a firm 
fr iendship and were sorry to see him leave, hu l The 
Create Bf P<>achel' In The World ha<] more rabb its 
to sell. "And rabbits aren't nU the re is to hunt 
around her e", he said, " There' s ducks all over the 
pla ce hltt the best time to hunt them is out of 

14, 

~~i: ~ii:,,,:. 
Th,; Ne"' Zea!atnl ~.o,m1rys1 e w >('l'(l CA.T pi lots did 
their hunting,. 

fJ;2.1JM~JIS!f-l!!.¾~~~fMl'f:J~li!lil; 
"Hey, you Yanks: Come hac k in here ruicl 

mee t the horse hunte rs, Here, yon h lokes, these 
fellows hunt wild horse s in the Spring!" 
I t was here that Schwartz cou ld stand it no longer . 
"Yea h " , I added , "We 'll uever be able to tell these 
stor ies again , PeoJJle back home would never 
believe us", We st arted towards the door Plnky 
re luct.antly in ou1· wake. . ' 

" Hey, Pinky ", the drink ers shouted , ' ' Come 
back ! · Come on back , buddy, and have one for the 
mad ..,.. _Bat a disappointed gloom sett led ns Pinky's 
man y fo end15 de tected DO sign of hes itat ion in hie 
following it s past the portals of bizarre &rry 's pub. 

"And that ~ ill .~arry wocildn~t e\'en let me b uy 
the houoo a dnnk , mu mbled Pinky, " Said it was 
too mu ch money to spe nd " . 

" Y661l. Wol.l.ld have cost a bu ck and a J1alf" 
said Schwartz . • 

" lf these ain't the best JJeople :in 1hP: whole 
world", choked Pink-y in deep emo tiO'n, .. I'll bite 
your calf till you hark like a fox ". 

&rlwr thifl ;rear CAT undertook to haul 
a large amount tffreight between the North 
and South · Islands -of New Zeala1id. K111>wn 
tU OPERATION ••RA ILHEAD" it eriabled 
Q n.u"iber of CAT employ ee4 to worh in Ne:w 
Zealand and make friends ioith th e people 
th ere. It hm been a 1J01irce of pride to CAT 
to receive man y letters from peoplei.1wrewho 
workeduntliamlkne1vm e niber1JofCAT'a111ajf, 
~itho!'t exc~ption they have been umtintiug 
in their pralJJe- both of th e work performed 
aml gorxlwill eswblished by CAT 's ground 
and.flying ere~ assigrted to the project, The 
BULLETIN feels that Cape. Smich's story 
r'1ftect:11, mr«;h of ehe spirlt of that goodwill. 
... ... .... .. ... ... ... ........ . , ... .. ...... . ........... .. . Ed 

DEC. 1951 

· Th e highlight of tb.e month was the r emoval of 
the Hongkong office s from 75D Ro'hinson Road and 
the PRO office from 15 Kotewall Road to the Em­
bassy Court, Hysa.11 Avenue .. .... PRO took the lead 
inoving on Ol.-'t. 26 as had been in previ ous cases 
when CAT offioes were moving down from Shanghai 
to Cuntoo and from Cantoo to Hong kong. The 
n1=1xt day, Oct, 27, tru r;kfoad s of desks and ~ubinets 
begnn to p our in to the modern -designe d offices aTid 
in no t ime ea.ch deputment had its alloted space 
neatly arrange d. Tl-i& mn in entronce , flnnked by 
th e execut ive office~ which h ave large windows 
facing the pavement, . has an artistic look wlth big 
lelters "Civil Air Tra n sport" above. 'l'he exer.utive 
.~ffices on the ground floor to the le.ft incJud e Presi ­
deot Whltfog Willauer, C, E. 1:-,,guenx and E:VP J. 
J. Brennan, while those to thti ng ht nre occupr.ed by 
Earle S. Willoughby and Marsh Stnynel' , VP A. T . 
Cox, and Treasurer l;lob Terh aar. On the two ex­
trem e ends of the ha1lway are th e offices of W. C. 
Donald son and C; D. Brito, and Sau l Marias . Don 
has also an office at 208 Edinburgh Hou se togeth er 
with · Max Springweiler , Olive Kh1g and _DiRoa 
O'Dr i~coll. Lilli.an Chu , who had been lll for 
·severa l days, came ba ck to w01:k again in th e 
President's office. In the center of tbe hallway 
facing the reception room nea, the main daor ia a 
long screen behind which is tl~e Message Cen.tel' 
(fo« n Lee) and the Gener.al Affm s (Andrew Chic). ,/ 
The RSR is on the left wing while tha eecretades. 
Hussain R.umjah n , Alice Gotfried, Edie . Ba.rr and 
Kay Chian g h ave theiT desks nea.r the offices 
of their respe ·ctive bosses. PND h~ a ~~rate 
office · next to the RSR . .. .. . The o.rr-cond1t.loned 
basement is occnpied by the Tr~ur er's office and 
PRO. Ken BrUJ111er nnd Ed Mitchell share a ro om, 
and Sam Tweedie · and · Henry Feng each have a 

.-room for themselves .. Othe rs in the generol office 
•·' inolu dc : C. B, Tsien (QU:i!~). Danny Ytwg (~9l 
''\ '-t), Car ter Chu (g t!.() , P.H. Chu (~1"~ }, C.C. 

Yang Cm-Jt1~), S. I. Pan Of* ~), W, J .. Ch1en (~ 
.. ~~), Dumas Dunn (~ffl~ ~), J.Rod rigues and W. I, 
Chu. (ffl~iit ) .... .. PRO has its 'darkroom :on the 
W,onnd tlo OJ' n ear the apind stairc11se which leads 
to the basement. On rea ching the basement, o~e 
will find his he ad spinnfog be.fore lie gets to hi s 
desk. Offices e.re so sprea d out that, oue day, 
Henry 'Feng opened the door of a storeroo m think ­
ing that it was the PRO. The telephones of the 
executive offices are 2 0654 and 38617 while the 
Ttea surei·' s office, PRO and the general office5 shure 
the number 36279 ...... Expectoo back from the 
States before th1s i!JSUe come5 off the press are C, H. 

DEC. 1951 

Sch ildhau er and Bob Terhaar, Marsh St:ayner took 
off for States ide via Tokyo for a shor t st ay of three 
weeks to attend to some officia l business ... .. . The 
liap py date for Geoffrey A. Hardac re was 'set on 
November 19th at St. Andre,v 's Church, Kowloon, 
:where his marriage to tho attra ctive bride. Nor ma 
Egginton, wa11 to take pince . The 21-yeat •old nunie 
- hobby: h orse -riding - hails from Coventry,· Eng ­
l and. She is e:xpected to arri ve at Hongkon g on 
Nov. 16. It was her first air-trip and vi~t to the 
Far E.IBt. Har dy, a Cana dian, is now only 23 and 
h e w~s bo rn in Han-ogate, Y orh hir e, Engla nd. 
He told the BULLETIN that the pl11.ce of the 
honeymoon was a top ,ecret. 

Pa ul Ti;.ai (I ) and HosM.io llumjali'n ia fr<mt of tho i>ow 
olfice. 

W.~~~ f£ ~ :t£~ t» !il:.:§!Pfiiu 

CAT and it s agen t, the Tu HiDg Co. (H.K.) Lt d., 
gave a cocktail. party at the Roof Garden of the 
Hongkong Hotel on ,October 30th to oolel>rate the 
opening of the Air Boo~i ug Office at the St. George' s 
Build iug, foe House Street . It was a well attende d 
party with more th~t ~50 guegts. . . 

Following the 51gnm<> of the Sino-Thailand pro­
visional air agreemen t, C;\. T made an inaugural flight 
of its Taipei-&ngkok passenger l!ervice thr.ough 
Hongkong on Novernhei; 4th. CAT invi ted a party 
of 10 Chinese newsmen a nd UP correspondent Art 
Goul and his wife to accompa ny the maiden rngh t 
from Taipei to Bangko k where they stayed for one 
week. 

15 
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OUR HISTORY THEN…AND NOW 

L. Michael Kandt, General Secretary and Chaplain, Air America Association 

Many dictionaries defne ‘history’ as the 
branch of knowledge that records and ana-
lyzes past events. Yet understanding histo-
ry is also key to understanding the present, 
and sometimes the future. That is why few 
students should leave their school years 
without several courses, or even years, 
learning American and international history: 
but few do. Many of us graduate with little 
exposure to even our own history. 

They have been shortchanged. They have 
missed the joys of discovering the heroic, 
fascinating, and at times unbelievable sto-
ries that comprise the history of our na-
tion. Some of us engaged in these historic 
events—through our service to the coun-
try—yet departed posts without a full un-
derstanding of the importance or historical 
reverberations of those acts. 

Two C-46 jets. 

History is basically the diary of mankind, 
and also of each of us. Some of the pages 
in that diary include hidden events or ac-
tivities, kept from the public for various 
intervals for national security reasons. So 
early readings of the diary might mystify 
us as to why certain actions were taken, 
or others never mentioned, or quite made 
sense. When these secrets are declassi-
fed and now shared, as happening today 
at this conference, it presents a rare, im-
portant opportunity to amend or set right 
a number of these historic events, espe-
cially those previously subject to misinter-
pretation. Actions take on new meanings, 
and what seemed like confusing decisions 
take on a clarity only available to those 
who have reliable information. Fortunately, 
with fresh evidence, all the myths or vindic-
tive counter-theories should return to the 

ether from which they were cre-
ated. The newly released addi-
tions to the growing documentary 
evidence provides surprises and 
also gives us a chance to engage 
in lively, honest analysis. We have 
that chance again today. 

A beneft of age is a growing un-
derstanding of the importance 
of history, for we’ve now lived 
some of it. Even been a part of 
signifcant events. Fellow Air 
America members who served in 
Asia in the period between 1946 
to 1975—and our invited col-
leagues, guests, and members 
of the public—if they did not al-
ready know, will leave this confer-
ence with a greater appreciation 
for the importance of our efforts 
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Left: Allen Pope. 
Right: Ed Sims. 

abroad. While we can remember what we 
witnessed, what we were told from eyewit-
ness accounts, and what consequence 
those events presented to us personally 
and to our nation’s interests, over the years 
these memories faced different accounts 
presented in the media. Some reported the 
same facts which matched our own frst-
hand experiences; unfortunately, we also 
encountered others who claimed to pres-
ent facts but did not. Today, the real his-
tory of those days can be etched deeper 
into the factual record, augmented by the 
documents and personal accounts being 
discussed, shown, and released this week. 

The symposium focuses on one particular, 
harrowing event in 1952. The background 
leading up to it, and actions of those in-
volved, and the long-running saga of post-
action events, is living history in its most 
unsettling and authentic form. It shows that 
truth is indeed more compelling than fc-
tion. The documentary flm we will see is 
Extraordinary Fidelity. It presents a 1952 
operation that captures the risk, bravery, 
betrayal, privations, dedication, and con-
stancy of certain officers doing their jobs, 
and what traits sustained them in this ap-
propriately titled flm that hints at the guid-
ing principles. 

The value of understanding the purpose 
and consequences of this one ‘past event’ 
can be instructive to us all—a take-home 
message, if you will—as we hear about 
other historic events, and notice that some 
are surrounded by versions of stories from 

news or online outlets, based on rumors 
and unnamed, questionable sources, with 
little resting on trustworthy data. Good his-
torians know that rushing to judgment in 
the absence of facts is a fool’s errand. 

Extraordinary Fidelity might make one ask 
“What inspires such selfess dedication and 
risk-taking?” A recent YouTube segment 
caught my eye and provides other exam-
ples. Jonna Doolittle Hoppes, the grand-
daughter of Jimmy Doolittle, was speaking 
at a banquet of the Historical Flight Foun-
dation. She told of her father’s famous raid 
on mainland Japan early in World War II. 
Doolittle and the military planners knew 
this strike would be, to put it gently, a ‘cal-
culated risk.’ They also knew there would 
be casualties, and success unlikely. Still, 
the crewmen were not assigned but were 
volunteers, well-trained, and strongly mo-
tivated by Col. Doolittle himself. Multitudes 
of historians have written about the attack 
and aftermath. Most describing it as a great 
victory. An event which gave the American 
public a needed boost in morale at an im-
portant moment for our Pacifc Forces af-
ter weeks of bad news. A few opined that 
the cost in lives and material for such a 
relatively insignifcant military outcome was 
not worth the effort. However the raid did 
something intangible yet crucial in war—it 
showed the world the U.S. determination 
to fearlessly engage and defeat the ene-
my—despite any risk or bad odds. 

In this short video segment, the gracious 
Ms. Doolittle Hoppes captured the brav-
ery and honor of her father, and also of his 
crew, and movingly explained why we all 
recognize them as the war heroes they are. 

In the McDermott library at the University 
of Texas at Dallas, the Doolittle archives 
share the History of Aviation collection with 
the archives of Civil Air Transport [CAT] and 
Air America [AAm]. Included in the Doolittle 
exhibit is the only Medal of Honor awarded 

Jimmy Doolittle which he accepted on be-
half of all his crew. 

Why do I mention the Doolittle mission? Be-
cause in November of 1952, another opera-
tion was being planned that also was facing 
a grave calculated risk. It was deemed suf-
fciently important that the unfortunate high 
level of danger did not diminish the need to 
move the operation ahead. And, unlike Doo-
little and his crews, this operation required 
it be conducted as Top Secret. That meant 
no public praise for success, and possible 
anonymous oblivion for failure. Few opera-
tions face higher risks and offer so little to a 
crew heading off on the mission. 

Pilots Robert C. Snoddy and Norman A. 
Schwartz had challenged the fates before 
and survived, and were ready to roll the 
dice again. The two young ‘customers’ who 
comprised the crew of equipment techni-
cians also were aware of the dangers, but 
chose to do the job. Brave, dedicated vol-
unteers were they all. 

But this was no spy novel. Betrayal and 
treachery doomed the mission. It took the 
lives of the brave CAT crew. And the cus-
tomers—John T. ‘Jack’ Downey and Rich-
ard G. Fecteau—were considered lost, as 
well. Only after years of being deemed Miss-
ing In Action [MIA] but presumed dead, did 
the Chinese government announce that both 
men had been captured and incarcerated in 
China. One could only imagine—or perhaps, 
better not to—the treatment they endured all 
those years. As we learn from the documen-
tary, the Chinese eventually released both of 
them, decades after that 1952 fight when 
they vanished into the unknown. 

In his book One Day Too Long: Top Secret 
Site 85 and the Bombing of North Viet-

nam,1 Historian Timothy N. Castle writes: 
“Those who are prepared to forfeit their 
lives should have no doubt that in the event 
of their death or capture their families will 
be treated with compassion and respect.” 

And so we are here in Dayton, Ohio, almost 
60 years later, to witness how the sacred 
bond Castle describes was, in fact, faithful-
ly honored, and actions taken that upheld 
the trust and hopes of the fallen. These 
acts give comfort to those offcers today, 
who are taking many similar risks on behalf 
of us all, in an era of unprecedented vio-
lence and asymmetric warfare. 

For those who take these risks, they ask 
for no medals of honor—given or ex-
pected. Stars on a wall will suffice. But 
the greatest comfort is the expectation of 
compassion, respect, and loyalty for their 
families who might be left behind. It is this 
last concern that occupies thoughts dur-
ing those perilous final moments when 
their own lives are out-of-control and rest 
in the hands of providence. 

Schwartz, Bable, Marsh, 
and Fore Golfers. 

1 Timothy N. Castle, One Day Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and the Bombing of North Vietnam, New York, NY: 
Columbia University Press, 1999. 
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From China Pilot: Flying for Chiang and 
Chennault During the Cold War,2 author 
Felix Smith writes: “Flying the Hump had 
put me in awe of Mother Natures’ feroc-
ity, but her wildest phenomenon is benign 
compared to human cruelties. And during 
our brutalities we’re tantalized by exhibi-
tion of nobility that fash, in those dark 
hours, like summer lightning.” 

THE INVENTION OF AIR AMERICA 
Also little-known or well understood out-
side of a few aviation historians are those 
early 1950s when CAT became an arm of 
the fedgling Central Intelligence Agency, to 
assist with covert operations. Nor did many 
realize CAT played a role in the creation of 
Air America. 

Using CAT facilities, in 1959 the CIA orga-
nized another airline to be used for covert 
missions. It was known as Air America. 
This carrier was to fulfill the more clan-
destine flight operations, particularly in 
Southeast Asia [SEA]. Air America ob-

Thomas Sailer. 

tained both fixed-wing and rotor-wing 
aircraft more appropriate to the mission 
and terrain. The history of this group, 
based on material available at the time, 
has appeared in numerous books and ar-
ticles published by responsible historians, 
careful in their sourcing, using well-doc-
umented facts. Unfortunately, there were 
others—historians, writers, journalists, 
and movie directors—more interested in 
sensationalism, book and movie sales, 
and the attention that comes from expo-
sés. Unencumbered by facts, they built 
pseudo-histories out of innuendo, rumor, 
gossip, and underpinned on occasion by 
malicious intent, skewing the record and 
honor of those who had served in covert 
operations. Because of remaining classi-
fied aspects of the programs at that time, 
it left a vacuum and little fear of their fic-
tions being countered by the truth, and 
these bogus histories festered and ex-
panded—taking root and misinforming 
the public. In more recent years, the truth 
arrived from several declassification re-
leases which proved the rumormongers, 
dodgy scholars, and writers wrong. 

These latter ‘scholars’ have sought—wit-
tingly or not—to distort Air America’s role in 
providing U.S. government aviation support 
in SEA. Alfred W. McCoy in his book The Pol-
itics of Heroin: CIA Complicity in the Global 
Drug Trade, Afghanistan, Southeast Asia, 
Central America3 is one extraordinary exam-
ple of a young graduate student coming to 
Laos with a pet theory and agenda, cherry-
picking whatever stories could be goosed-
up to support an already preselected fnding 
and conclusion. And most of it wrong but 
ideal for one seeking to create a frestorm of 
public interest, book sales, interviews, and 

3 Alfred W. McCoy, Cathleen B. Read, Leonard P. Adams II, The Politics of Heroin: CIA Complicity in the Global 
Drug Trade, Afghanistan, Southeast Asia, Central America, New York, NY: Harper Row, 1972. 

2 Felix Smith, China Pilot: Flying for Chiang and Chennault During the Cold War, Washington, DC: Brassey’s, 
1995. 

misplaced outrage. It also infuenced a mov-
ie, twisting it from fact into fction. 

Another writer who wrote perhaps the 
most well-known history of Air America 
was Christopher Robbins. In the book 
Air America: From WWII to Vietnam: The 
Explosive True Story of the CIA’s Secret 
Airline,4 Robbins told a honest story, with 
many anecdotes elicited from frank talks 

Left: Paul Holden. 
Right: Wallace Buford. 

with pilots, occasionally conducted in bars 
in Vientiane and Bangkok. Many of those 
boozy tales may have been only loosely 
accurate. Robbins writes in the prologue 
to his revised edition of Air America: 

“In many ways, the secret world of Air 
America depicted here has come to 
seem as remote as the battles of the 
ancients. But it should not be allowed 
to be forgotten. In the circumstances, 
and until a more comprehensive book 
comes along, it is a privilege to bring 
the activities of this band of brave men 
to new readers, in the certain knowl-
edge that a chronicle of genuine cour-
age never truly dates.” 

Unfortunately, Hollywood decided to use 
Mr. Robbins theme about Air America and 
developed, produced, and distributed a 
1990 flm Air America with Mel Gibson and 
Robert Downey Jr. The flm was an impres-
sive fop, going from a supposed distorted, 
fctional political sting plot, into one that 
was a weak, unamusing buddy-action-
comedy failure. Those interested in reading 
Robbins’ assessment of the misbegotten 
flm based on his book should turn to his 
chapter fourteen: “Air America, the Movie.” 

gent truth-seeker needs It tells all any intelli 
to know about the flm, Hollywood as his-
torians, and how paranoid the flm industry 
can be [could it be their fondness for co-
caine?]. Thanks again Mr. Robbins. 

Historian Don A. Schanche wrote about 
“The Adventures of a Peaceful Man in a 
Small War” in Mister Pop5 a well-written 
biography of Edgar ‘Pop’ Buell a gentle 
Indiana farmer. Everyone who ever landed 
at Sam Thong (LS20) be it by Helio, Por-
ter, Caribou, or if you were very brave in a 
C-123, knew ‘Pop’ Buell. 

Everyone in Lao knew him or of him, in-
cluding the enemy who offered a high re-
ward for his capture. His great work with 
the Lao Hmong was deeply respected. In 
the preface of Schanche’s book, author 
John Steinbeck, in Laos at the time, wrote: 

“I think Pop is an example of how 
the ancient gods were born and pre-
served in the minds and graven im-
ages of people all over the world. Re-
member, the story invariable goes—in 
olden times the people did not live 

4 Christopher Robbins books on Air America have appeared in numerous editions. They are: Air America (Corgi, 
1988); Air America: The Story of the CIA’s Secret Airlines (Hardcover - Jan 1, 1978); Air America: From WWII to 
Vietnam: The Explosive True Story of the CIA’s Secret Airline (Paperback - Jan 15, 1988); Air America: The True 
Story of the C.I.A.’s Mercenary Fliers in Covert Operations from Pre-war China to Present Day Nicaragua (Jan 
1991) Corgi; New Ed edition (January 1991); Air America From World War II to Vietnam (Paperback - 2003). 

5 Don A. Schanche. Mister Pop: The Adventures of a Peaceful Man In A Small War—The Inside Story of the 
American Involvement in Laos. New York: David McKay, 1970. 
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well as they do now and they prac-
ticed abominations. 

Then a stranger appeared and he 
taught us to use the plow and how to 
sow and how to harvest. He brought 
us writing so we could keep records. 
And he gave us healing medicines to 
make us healthy, and he gave us pride 
so we would not be afraid and, when 
we had learned these things, he went 
away. He was translated. That is his 
fgure there, carved in limestone. 

Well, I don’t think Pop is likely to be tak-
en up in a sweet chariot even if he had 
the time or the inclination, but that an-
cient story is Pop Buell’s story. Whether 
you believe it or not, there are still gi-
ants in the earth.” 

—John Steinbeck, Laos, April 1967 

Pop was not a historian, had little concern 
over what was said or written about him; 
however, his right-hand man of many years 
was a Lao former Buddhist Monk, Thong-
sar Boupha, with different sensitivities and 
an understanding that bad history needs to 
be countered with the truth—sooner than 
later. While Boupha may not have been a 
historian either, he was a philosopher and 
poet. Schanche recorded some of Thong-
sar’s philosophic understandings about 
Buell and others, at the beginning of each 
chapter of his book. 

Thongsar’s writings might inspire current 
historians: 

As my Lord Buddha said, “the more you 
know the more you do right; the more 
you understand well, the more you can 
give and explain much to others; the 
more you practice, the more you get 
the experience in your knowledge.” 

– The Letters of Thongsar Boupha 

And this gem: 

Telling the truth; the truth never die, 
never be rotten, never be broken and 
never spoil your feelings and thinkings, 
but the truth makes you believe and fn-
ish in what you are wishing and inter-
esting to do. 

– From Answering and Telling Generally 
Questions by Thongsar Boupha 

In his own way he has captured the essence 
of what is conveyed in the biblical quote on 
the entrance hall of the modern CIA: 

And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free. 

– John 8/32, King James Bible 

The story of Pop Buell is an essential part of 
the history of Air America. It was because 
of this man and many others, that the peo-
ple of Air America felt that what was be-
ing accomplished for our U.S. Government 
customers as well as the Lao people was 
important and worth the effort. Pilots and 
mechanics recognized that they could go 
back to the U.S. and get far better paying 
jobs with several air carriers, and avoid the 
danger and hostile fying conditions. Some 
made that choice, but the majority stayed 
and few for guys like Pop and the other 
respected customers many knew only by 
their radio call signs. 

Flying in Vietnam was quite different for 
the Air America crews, primarily because 
of the navigation facilities and the abun-
dance of airfields throughout the four mili-
tary regions. Also because of the military 
flight operations in-country, there were 
more assets for Search and Rescue and 
cover fire in certain areas were available. 
Nonetheless, Air America aircraft were 
subject to the same hazardous weather 
phenomena and the same potential for 

ground fire, even shoulder-fired heat-
seeking missiles. 

Lao operations in the north and south 
provided its own somewhat different set 
of challenges. Historians have recorded a 
thousand stories from a multitude of differ-
ent perspectives to detail what certainly is 
among the most unusual aviation activity 
ever known. 

I thought it would be interesting to know 
how some Air America passengers might 
contribute to this history. Once again from 
the wise and observant Lao philosopher 
Thongsar Boupha: 

Where is our offce? On the high fearful 
air. We are working on the air because 
when we got a ride in the planes, from 
the frst start of the plane’s take-off 
and until the plane lands down on the 
ground, I myself always fxed out and 
think much about the dangerous moun-
tains and valleys that how I could get 
out from the planes when the planes 
are bad shot and cracked down. 

Sometimes I and Tan Pop and the 
other fellows have been got a shot 
and bad hit right to the center of 
our plane, or sometimes the bull 
did hit our plane behind our seat, 
in front and back, by the group of 
enemies; but we said that the en-
emies did play a big trick, and we 
always said Bopinyan (no matter, 
never mind), because everything 
in this world is a possible, there 
will be nothing to be the act per-
manent, excepted our goodness, 
kindness, gratefulness and sin-
cerity at this present only. 

– From Answering and Telling 
Generally Questions by Thong-
sar Boupha 

Much of this history—the telling of these 
extraordinary events—of CAT and Air 
America centers on the pilots and fight 
crews. To me, this is as it should be. These 
are the folks who took the greatest risks, 
and would have paid—or did pay—the 
ultimate price, and deserve the highest 
level of recognition. Those of us who ‘few 
desks,’ counted beans, bent wrenches, 
ordered-and stocked parts before they 
were needed, and even provided the cold 
beer and clean sheets the crews needed 
to be ready for the many days spent fac-
ing unfriendly skies, are comfortable with 
the refected recognition from those doing 
the main mission up in the sky. This, too, 
is as it should be. But was the recognition 
and appreciation as feeting as it sounds? 
Even more important to any fight crew, as 
mentioned before, is the love and support 
of their families. Too often, the stark lives 
that befell the wives and children of lost pi-
lot or crew only came feetingly before us 
when their husbands frst were lost. Their 
stories and own struggles to move on, in 
later years, sometimes has been forgotten. 
But not by us. 

The Air America Association was never 
meant to be a support group. But the or-

ets 

Wells, Snoddy, and Hughes. 
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ganization has a profound soul and sacred 
mission that drives us to keep track of the 
families, invite them to reunions, and cele-
brate the memory of those who have gone 
before. It is a way of paying respect and 
reminding all that we have never forgot-
ten their sacrifices, just as we now will not 
forget the sacrifces of Snoddy, Schwartz, 
Downey and Fecteau from Extraordinary 
Fidelity. As we grow older, these relation-
ships, and our shared roles 
in history, become more im-
portant than ever. 

As Chaplain of the associa-
tion, it might seem appro-
priate that I close this article 
with some religious referenc-
es. But I do not think prayer 
or poetry appropriate during 
the short reunion memorial 
services. Rather, I urge each 
person, during a moment of 
silence, provide their own re-
ligious perspective and pay 
homage to all those who sac-
rifced from the beginning, up 
to this most recent list of those 
who have passed on. And their 
families. We owe them that, 
and so much more. 

Recorded history of those war years is 
still being studied. Some historians have 
provided very different analyses about 
these events. Mark Moyar in his book Tri-
umph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954 
-19656 is an example. As is From Enemy 
to Friend: A North Vietnamese Perspec-
tive on the War by Bui Tin.7 I recommend 
both. Much is being revised in light of 
more intelligent and truthful consider-

ation. It is worthwhile to keep up with the 
current writings, for most of you will feel 
better from these newer accounts, about 
why we were involved in what was an im-
portant, righteous, meaningful endeavor 
to help our fellow humans keep and main-
tain their freedoms. Little human activity 
is better than that. Ask anyone who sud-
denly gains freedom. Just a thought. 

6 Mark Moyar, Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954 -1965, New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 
2006. 

7 Bui Tin, From Enemy to Friend: A North Vietnamese Perspective on the War, Annapolis, Md: US Naval Institute 
Press, 2002. 
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SECRET 

OD/A RcgistryHR?o:14 

file ~ ~ 
DD/A7S I I ltT"'iJ 
9 October 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intell~gence 

SUBJECT Air Amerh:a, Incorporated 

Sir: 

1. Mr. Blake asked me to advise you of the following 
information. Air America, Incorporated has received an 
offer of $3,850,000 from an aircraft broker, OMNI Aircraft, 
for all of its aircraft and parts. There are 24 aircraft 
involved--three Caribous, one Twin Otter, two C-46 1 s, eight 
Volpars, nine Bell Helicopter 204's, and one Bell Helicopter 
205--with a company book value of $763,000. The aircraft 
parts have a book value of $2,268,000 for a total book value 
of aircraft and parts of $3,031,000. Air America, Inc. 
estimates the value of aircraft and parts to be between 3.7 
and 4.1 million dollars. OMNI Aircraft is a reputable firm 
with a good credit rating and Air America, Inc. has done 
business with it before~ · 

Z. According to Mr. John Warner, such a sale is 
legally permissible. We think it is in the best interest of 
the U.S. Government and Air America, Inc. to complete the 
sale for the following reasons: 

a. It is a quick disposal of the 
remainder of the company flying assets. 

b. Funds from such a sale are 
required to meet pending claims against 
Air America, Inc. 

c. The sale is an extension of 
our prior action in selling aircraft and 
parts and will complete that phase of the 
dissolution process. 

IAF>PROVED FOR RELEASE I 
\CJDATE: 04-May-2009 _ r 

-SECffET 

.,,, . ~· 
... 

SECRET 

d. We believe the price is acceptable. 

3. Unless you disagree, we plan to take the following 
action: 

~-- --!.~ _Obtain an independent evaluation from 
ja recognized expert in 

~t-,-_,h.---e_a_i.---r_c_r_a..,.£..,.t--..f~1-e~ld~. _-.,J 

re .-
b. Arrange to@brief the Oversight Com­

mittees in the Senate~nd House on the trans­
action. 

c. Arrange to brief the Office of Manage• 
ment and Budget and the General Services Administra­
on our intention in this matter. 

d, Be prepared to discuss the matter with 
the General Accounting Office~ if so requested by 
the Oversight Committees. 

e. Mr. Paul Velte will discuss the offer 
with OMNI Aircraft so as to keep the offer open 
and to refine the terms of the sale. 

Distribution: 
Original - DCI 

1 DDCI 
1 ER 
l General Counsel 
1 Legislative Counsel 

2 

L - -1 
Air Advisor, DD/A 

SECKEI 
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CONFIRMAT IO N 

.... 
DATE' , Novemb~·r 6, 1946 . ,~~ 

FROM : . Col. R, a. Wise. She13glw:\ -;,. 

To, l.i.rs. R~ Ji. W1se, 7'J lV••'Loott. Road, -eton ~~ ~- Jersey 
. . . . . . ·t' . • ·~~ 
: ... .:.'),· 

MEIH OD: Se cr et c.;a. 

. _}ii:· 
- ~ . .. 

-·-···--·. ·= = ==== == ~ = ====== ==--":.:..== ====:== =- -== 

00 too OR SYKES Der,; SOi.AEBODI TO ~DYE .Fiffl !HOUSAND .OOLLABS Dllll!:DIATILY .... . 
OR AS MUCH THUJ!X)F AS _POSSIBLI IITHOtJT SECURITY .Bgt 01' 1'I JUOOimiT .AN BELIEF.i.i~->.-

THAT THEY WILL aE REP.AlD SEVD'l'Y FIVE TIIQIJSAND YiITHIH EIGHT~ MOJITHB. 

'!'11AT IS THIRTY THREE :PERCEliT liTERFSr AND A PROFIT WORTl.l T.lllliG A CHANCE TO 

~. PLEASE CABLE LOVE 

APPROVED 
FOR RELEASE ~ 
DATE: 
'29-S~ R~?.9.9.~---·-

RICI 

_CONFIRMATION 

~-~,i~-
' "i~.; :· 

TO, Col. Wise, Shanghai, China. 

METHOD : 

SORRY DISAP.POIRT YOU DONT HAVE MOBEt AV AILABL! IIVISTUIIT NOR KRO" .AIIONE 

SUGGEST TRIS STOP STRONGLY ADVISE YOU NOT INV~ JiBW YORK l'UIDS UNTIL 

LETTERS GIJING DETilLS YOUR FIRAlfCES REACH YOU GOOD LOCK LOVE I.OTHER 

·····-----
APPROVED FOR RELEASE l 
DATE: 17-Dec-2009 -----
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THE FOR(jfG,J&ERVICE 
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 

The Preeident 
Ai~ America, Inc. 

1725 K. St. Northwest 

Embassy of the Philippines 
Saigon 

12 May 1977 

Waehington, n.c. 20006 1 u.s.A. 

s i r : 

l take great pleasure in commending the outstanding 
cooperation extended by the Filipino personnel ot your 
Saigon Office ebown in the encloeed list to tbe u.nderaisn•d 
and the members ot the PhilipJ)ine :i'.mbaHy Evacuation 
Team which made the evacuation ot the over 1 1200 Filipino 
nationals &nd their dependents from Vung Taut South 
Vietnam possible. The said Filipinoe continuously !lew 
their helicopterR over the evacuatioti; camps for several 
days to see that everything ia alright with the evacueea 
and they finally offered the use of their helicopters 
in airlifting aroimd 500 evacuees from tb• evacuatio~ 
camp to the 11RPS MISAMIS ORTilNTAL" when the evacuation 
team encountered extreme difficulties with tbe local 
officials of Vung Tau. 

Particular mention is made of the Chief Pilot of 
Air ~erica •ho unselfishly offered hie eervicea to the 
evaouation team in supervising the air1ift. 

Very truly yours, 

Enclosure: 
As stated 

APPROVED FOR 
RELEASEU DATE: 
21-0ct-2009 

AIR AMERICA PILOT 

Asslim,e!ion: 

UH-34 Helicopter pilot, 2 year's senice with Air America. flying 
90 hours per month for 11 months with one month in leave status, stationed 
in Udom, all flying performed in daylight, no deadhead flying: 

8a.sic pay 
Project pay 

- $2,005.20 
1,123.88 

230,00 
77.40 

Sta.ti.on allowance -
Longevity 

$3,436.48 per month or $39,998.88 per year (5) 

Frtnge~flts 

Travel and transportation (1) 
Reduced travel fares on leave 
Dependent schooling allowance (2) 
Ute insurance (3) 
Hospitalization insurance (4) 
Retirement pl.an (full vestiture after 15 years of service) 

(1) One free (reduced fare) round trip per yeax for self&. family .to home 
of record in U .S • 

(2) Up to 75% or $1500 per year 
(3) $25, 000 at no cost to pilot 
(4) Company provided for pilot only 
(5) Includes vacation period pay - ave-rage of previous 11 month's base pay, 

plus longevity and 1/2 of one month's station allowance 

PPROVED FOR 
RELEASED DATE: 
24-Se 2009 
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JOHN P', KENN!!:DV CQMMITTRII: 
11.,.,. Din~ M AHAQIIIHTt'W -'nOHANDl.ABOR 

4ltongte~i of tf,t 'lluit.eb i,tat~ 
~OU~t Clf ltqttfmfaf{t,~ 

114&f,fttAto1t, It ¢, 

January 16i 1952 

Mr. G. Josep h rlosbert 
Director of Operations 
Civil Ai:i; Transport 
Taipei, Formosa 

Dear Mr. Hosbert: 

01'"111<:T .... C.,._,.. _ 

This is just a note to :Let you know that I am most 
grateful to you for your kindness and cooperati on 
extende d to me, and to .ruy siste r and_ brothe r when 
we were recently in the Far East. 

I knaw that, without your in t ervention, i t would 
have been most diffic ult for us to have obtained a 
plane. For that reason, and because you were so 
l'<illing_ to _len d a helping hand, we a rc all most 
appreciative. 

With ldndast per sonal re gards, l a;rn, 

l 
l 
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 

DR. TIMOTHY N. CASTLE 

Dr. Timothy N. Castle joined the CIA’s Cen-
ter for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) in Au-
gust 2006 and currently directs CSI efforts 
to develop lessons learned on counterter-
rorism and military programs. He served 
as a career Air Force intelligence offcer 
with wide-ranging Asia experience, includ-
ing two tours in Southeast Asia during the 
Vietnam war. Dr. Castle is the author of One 
Day Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and the 
Bombing of North Vietnam, Columbia Uni-
versity Press, 1999, selected by the Chief 
of Staff of the Air Force for inclusion on the 
USAF Professional reading list, and At War 
in the Shadow of Vietnam: United States 
Military Assistance to Royal Lao Govern-
ment, 1955-1975, Columbia University 
Press, 1993. 

HON. CRAIG W. DUEHRING 

The Honorable Craig W. Duehring was 
commissioned in the Air Force in 1968 and, 
after pilot training, served two combat tours 
as a forward air controller, frst fying O-1’s 
in Vietnam and then as a Raven FAC fying 
O-1’s and AT-28’s at Long Tieng, Laos. In 
later years, he few fghters and trainers in-
cluding over 1200 hours in the A-10 Thun-
derbolt II, mostly in Europe. Colonel Dueh-
ring’s last assignment was as the U.S. Air 
Attaché to Indonesia. 

Colonel Duehring retired from the Air Force 
in 1996 and ran for Congress from the Min-
nesota 2nd Congressional District in 1998. 
Later he was the Executive Director for the 
Patrick Henry Center for Individual Liberty, a 
non-proft educational and charitable foun-
dation. In 2001, Mr. Duehring was appointed 

by President Bush to serve as the Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Reserve Affairs and was performing the du-
ties of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Reserve Affairs during the attack on the Pen-
tagon on 9-11. He was responsible for the 
largest call-up of the Reserve components 
of the United States since World War II. 

In 2007 he was appointed by the President 
to serve as the Assistant Secretary of the 
Air Force for Manpower and Reserve Af-
fairs. As such he was responsible for more 
than 700, 000 Air Force military and civilian 
personnel. He retired from this position in 
April 2009. 

Secretary Duehring is a combat veteran 
with over 800 combat missions. He is the 
recipient of the Silver Star, the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with one oak leaf cluster and 
the Air Medal with 26 oak leaf clusters. In 
1988, he was awarded the Air Force’s top 
individual award for leadership in the senior 
officer category, the Lance P. Sijan (SIGH-
jon) Award. Secretary Duehring is married 
to his wife, Theresa, an elementary school 
teacher and lives in Fairfax Station, Virginia. 

DR. NICHOLAS DUJMOVIC 

Dr. Nicholas Dujmovic has served as a CIA 
historian since January 2005. He came to 
the Agency in 1990 as an analyst on the So-
viet Union. He has also served as speech-
writer for Directors of Central Intelligence 
John Deutch and George Tenet and was 
the deputy chief editor of the President’s 
Daily Brief. A frequent contributor to Stud-
ies in Intelligence and other intelligence 
journals, Dr. Dujmovic also is the author 
of The Grenada Documents: Window on 

Totalitarianism (1988) and, under the pen 
name Charles Lathrop, a quotation book 
on intelligence, The Literary Spy (2004). He 
is currently working on a study of President 
Reagan’s use of intelligence. 

JOHN L. “JACK” HUDSON 

John L. “Jack” Hudson, a member of 
the Senior Executive Service, is Director, 
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force, 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. 
He manages the world’s largest and old-
est military aviation museum, portraying 
the heritage and traditions of the Air Force 
through specialized exhibits. The museum 
features a 17-acre campus that includes 
nearly one million square feet of public ex-
hibit space with more than 360 aerospace 
vehicles and missiles and thousands of 
historical artifacts on display. Mr. Hudson 
is responsible for more than 122,000 ar-
tifacts in the National Collection both at 
the museum and on loan to military and 
civilian sites all over the world. He pro-
vides technical and professional guidance 
to the U.S. Air Force Heritage Program, 
which includes 12 field museums, and 
260 domestic and international heritage 
sites. Additionally, he assists in ensur-
ing accountability for artifacts on loan to 
more than 470 civilian museums, cities, 
municipalities and veterans’ organizations 
throughout the world. 

Mr. Hudson entered the Air Force in 1973 
as a distinguished graduate of the U.S. Air 
Force Academy and served for 36 years 
on active duty in a variety of positions in-
cluding T-38 instructor pilot; A-10 pilot, 
instructor pilot and fight examiner; and 
test pilot. He served as director of several 
Air Force and joint system program of-
fces and was senior military assistant to 
the Under Secretary for Defense for Ac-
quisition and Technology. Mr. Hudson also 

held assignments as Program Executive 
Offcer and Program Director, Joint Strike 
Fighter Program, Offce of the Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Research, De-
velopment and Acquisition; and Assistant 
Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force 
for International Affairs. He last served as 
Commander of the Aeronautical Systems 
Center at Wright-Patterson AFB before his 
retirement in October 2009 in the grade of 
lieutenant general. He was appointed to 
the Senior Executive Service in December 
2009 and served as the museum’s Deputy 
Director until December 2010. 

JOSEPH W. LAMBERT 

Mr. Lambert entered on duty with the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 1984, serv-
ing initially in the Offce of the Deputy Direc-
tor for Intelligence and on the support staff 
of the National Intelligence Council. Subse-
quently, Mr. Lambert served as the Informa-
tion Management Offcer for both the Na-
tional Photographic Interpretation Center 
and later for the Directorate of Intelligence. 

Mr. Lambert has served as the Director of 
Information Management for the National 
Imagery and Mapping Agency, the National 
Reconnaissance Offce and since December 
of 2007, the Central Intelligence Agency. In 
his current role, Mr. Lambert is responsible 
for records management, national security 
classifcation management and declassif-
cation and release programs at the CIA. In 
addition, Mr. Lambert is the Deputy Privacy 
and Civil Liberties Offcer at the CIA. 

Mr. Lambert earned his Master of Public 
Administration (MPA) degree in Executive 
Legislative and Regulatory Management 
from the George Washington University 
in 1994. Mr. Lambert is a recipient of the 
Intelligence Community’s National Intelli-
gence Certifcate of Distinction. 



    

 
  

  

     
      
      
      

      
         

     
     

      
       
       

  

      
      

     
     

      
         

      
    

      
      
      

      
       

     
      

     
      

      
  

      
      

      
       

      
      

       
         
 

    
       

     
      

       
     

      
       

     
     

     
      
     

   
    

 

    
      

      
    

    

 

MAJOR GENERAL JOHN K. SINGLAUB1 

Major General John K. Singlaub’s World 
War II duties included a parachute mission 
into occupied France to organize, train, and 
lead a French Resistance unit which provid-
ed assistance to the Allied invasion forces. 
He then went to China to train and lead Chi-
nese guerrillas against the Japanese. Just 
before the Japanese surrendered, he led 
a parachute rescue mission into an enemy 
prisoner of war camp on Hainan Island. This 
resulted in the release of four hundred Allied 
prisoners of war. 

General Singlaub was assigned as Chief of 
a U.S. Military Liaison Mission to Mukden, 
Manchuria, where he served for three years 
immediately following World War II. He 
served two tours during the Korean War; 
one with the CIA in Korea and the other as 
an infantry battalion commander in the Third 
Infantry Division. General Singlaub served 
also as Commander of the Joint Uncon-
ventional Warfare Task Force (MAC SOG) in 
Vietnam, and later served as the Assistant 
Division Commander of the 8th Infantry Di-
vision in Germany. He served as the Chief 
of State, United Nations Command, United 
States Forces, Korea, and the Eighth U.S. 
Army in Seoul, Korea. Concomitantly, he 
served as the U.N. Command Senior Mili-
tary Member of the Military Armistice Com-
mission at Panmunjom. 

Interspersed with the above wartime com-
mand positions were numerous training 
assignments both at home and abroad. 
General Singlaub was instrumental in the es-
tablishment of the Ranger Training Center at 
Fort Benning, Georgia, where he also served 
as an instructor. He helped establish the 
Modern Army Selected Systems Test, Evalu-
ation and Review activity at Fort Hood, Tex-
as; and was named responsible for training 
and combat-readiness of the Army Reserve 
and Army National Guard Units in a ten-state 
area. General Singlaub was also appointed 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 

Drug and Alcohol Abuse. The General’s thir-
ty-fve year military career has frequently re-
fected vanguard military action, having been 
awarded thirty-three military decorations in-
cluding the Distinguished Service Medal with 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Silver Star Medal, Legion 
of Merit with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Soldiers 
Medal and the Purple Heart with Oak Leaf 
Cluster. He was awarded combat decora-
tions from six foreign governments. More 
recently, following an investigation of CNN’s 
false charges of war crimes, the Department 
of the Army awarded his Command a Presi-
dential Unit Citation. 

Born 10 July 1921 in Independence, Cali-
fornia, General Singlaub is a graduate of 
the University of California at Los Angeles 
where he was Cadet Colonel of the ROTC. 
He graduated from the U.S. Army Com-
mand and General State College, and sub-
sequently served as an instructor on its fac-
ulty. In addition, he is a graduate of the Air 
War College. 

Following retirement, he traveled extensively 
in the U.S. and abroad lecturing on national 
security issues with special emphasis on 
the requirement to maintain U.S. Forces in 
Korea and the need to upgrade and consol-
idate the U.S. Special Operations Forces. 

In retirement he has received many awards 
to include an Honorary Doctor of Laws De-
gree from Yeungnam University, Korea, the 
VFW National Armed Forces Award, The 
Ranger Hall of Fame, Distinguished Mem-
ber of the First Special Forces Regiment, 
The Truman Reagan Freedom Award, The 
George Washington Military Leadership 
Award, UCLA Distinguished Service Award 
and others. 

General Singlaub’s career was chronicled 
in his autobiography, Hazardous Duty – An 
American Soldier in the Twentieth Century, 
published by Simon & Schuster. 

1 While scheduled to appear at the symposium, Gen. Singlaub may not be available to speak. 
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DISCLAIMER: 
All statements of fact, opinion, or analysis expressed in this booklet are those of the authors. They do not necessarily refect offcial 
positions or views of the Central Intelligence Agency or any other US government entity, past or present. Nothing in the contents should 
be construed as asserting or implying US government endorsement of an article’s or interviews statements or interpretations. 
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	The mission of HCD is to: 
	• 
	• 
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	Promote an accurate, objective understanding of the information that has helped shape major US foreign policy decisions. 
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	and effects arising from past foreign policy decisions. 
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	publication and education projects that highlight interagency approaches to intelligence 
	issues. Lastly, the CIA History Staff conducts an ambitious program of oral history interviews that are invaluable for preserving institutional memories that are not captured in the documentary record. 
	-


	The National Museum of the United States Air Force located at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base near Dayton, Ohio, is the service’s national institution for preserving and presenting the Air Force story. Each year more than one million visitors come to the museum to learn about the mission, history and evolving capabilities of America’s Air Force. The museum is the world’s largest and oldest military aviation museum featuring more than 360 aerospace vehicles and missiles on display amid more than 17 acres of 
	-

	Figure
	The Special Collections Department is located on the third floor of the Eugene McDermott Library. The Library administration established the Special Collections Department in the mid-1970s to house rare books acquired by the library. In nearly thirty years Special Collections has grown to include the History of Aviation Collection, the Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library, and the Louise B. Belsterling Botanical Library. 
	-

	The History of Aviation Collection is the largest section of the department, consisting of a world-class aeronautical archive and library. The Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library is an outstanding regional resource for both philatelic and postal history. The Louise B. Belsterling Library holds an extraordinary collection of rare botanical books, including the library’s oldest volume. 
	SYMPOSIUM OVERVIEW 
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	STORIES OF SACRIFICE AND DEDICATION: 
	STORIES OF SACRIFICE AND DEDICATION: 
	CIVIL AIR TRANSPORT, AIR AMERICA, AND THE CIA 
	CIVIL AIR TRANSPORT, AIR AMERICA, AND THE CIA 
	On 2 June, 2011, the CIA, in partnership with the National Museum of the United States Air Force, will present a symposium recognizing the sacrifice and dedication of Civil Air Transport (CAT) and Air America (AAm). These CIA air proprietary companies routinely supplied and supported covert operations, provided search and rescue capabilities for the US military, and conducted photo reconnaissance in east and southeast Asia from the end of World War II through the Vietnam conflict. This event is being held t
	On 2 June, 2011, the CIA, in partnership with the National Museum of the United States Air Force, will present a symposium recognizing the sacrifice and dedication of Civil Air Transport (CAT) and Air America (AAm). These CIA air proprietary companies routinely supplied and supported covert operations, provided search and rescue capabilities for the US military, and conducted photo reconnaissance in east and southeast Asia from the end of World War II through the Vietnam conflict. This event is being held t
	-

	The event, scheduled from 5:30 pm to 9:00 pm, will be held at the National Museum of the United States Air Force at Wright-Pat
	-

	terson AFB just outside Dayton, OH. The 
	Honorable Craig Duehring, retired Assistant Secretary of the Air Force, will serve as the keynote speaker. Mr. Duehring served as a USAF forward air controller in South Vietnam and Laos and will share his personal story of being rescued by Air America. Ma
	-
	-

	jor General (ret) John Singlaub, one of CIA’s 
	original officers, will be a featured speaker. Gen. Singlaub, CIA’s chief of operations for Asia after WWII, oversaw CAT missions throughout the area. The focus of the event will be two specific stories that exemplify the themes of sacrifice and dedication. 
	The first story, presented by CIA Historian Dr. Tim Castle, covers Lima Site 85, a covert radar installation in the mountains of Laos. On the evening of 10 March 1968 Site 85 was attacked by a rocket and mortar barrage. It was believed that the technicians and CIA personnel could be safely evacuated the next day. Unbeknownst to 
	The first story, presented by CIA Historian Dr. Tim Castle, covers Lima Site 85, a covert radar installation in the mountains of Laos. On the evening of 10 March 1968 Site 85 was attacked by a rocket and mortar barrage. It was believed that the technicians and CIA personnel could be safely evacuated the next day. Unbeknownst to 
	-
	-
	-

	the Americans, a Vietnamese sapper force had climbed the western face of the mountain and surrounded the USAF facility. At about 3AM the North Vietnamese began firing RPGs and AK-47s into the radar vans and living area. At the time of the attack there were 16 USAF technicians at Site 85. There were also two CIA paramilitary officers and one USAF forward air guide working at the Agency facility located near the helipad. This story recounts the personal heroism and sacrifice of those involved. 
	-
	-
	-
	-


	The second story, presented by CIA Historian Dr. Nick Dujmovic, covers a CIA mission utilizing CAT flight support to recover an agent inside Communist China. The mission was compromised, resulting in the shoot down of the flight, the death of the CAT pilots, Norm Schwartz and Bob Snoddy, and the capture of two CIA officers. The CIA Officers, John Downey and Richard Fecteau, were held prisoner for twenty years. The highlight of this story will be the public premiere of a film produced by the Center for the S
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	We anticipate that the symposium will be attended by 1,500 people including current and retired military, the Air America and CAT associations, the Association of Former Intelligence Officers, students from local universities, and the general public. We will be providing every attendee with a booklet and DVD containing the entire collection of declassified documents as well as the movie, additional video, photos, Studies in Intelligence articles and reflections from CAT and AAm personnel. 
	-
	-
	-




	IN GRATITUDE TO THE CREWS OF AIR AMERICA: 
	IN GRATITUDE TO THE CREWS OF AIR AMERICA: 
	A SPEECH TO AN AIR AMERICA SYMPOSIUM 
	A SPEECH TO AN AIR AMERICA SYMPOSIUM 
	Craig W. Duehring 
	Craig W. Duehring 
	The following was a speech Mr. Duehring delivered to participants, including many veterans of Air America service, in a symposium held at the University of Texas at Dallas on 18 April 2009. 
	-

	As a presidential appointee, I usually speak from a position of having access to the latest policy, or at least I have the implied 
	aura of representing a subject that I deal 
	with every day. In layman’s terms, the audience assumes that I know what I’m talking about. This audience is very different. Here I am speaking to a group of peers—of people who have assembled here because of their common experience during a unique period of American history. This period burst on the scene because of countless factors, now visible only through a close examination of history, which provided an opportunity for each person in this room. Like the Robert Frost poem, we faced a fork in the road a
	-
	-

	So, what I thought I would do was give you a glimpse into what a Raven saw when he looked at the people who made up Air 
	America. For you were certainly a major, major player in what we accomplished in 
	the 6–7 years that the Raven program and its predecessor, the Butterfly program, was in existence.As I think back to my time at Long Tieng, every picture includes a vision of an Air America aircraft. 
	1 

	My first tour out of pilot training was in the III Corps where I flew O-1 Bird Dogs for the 25th ARVN Division stationed in the farming village of Duc Hoa, about half way between Saigon and the Cambodian border. It was August of 1969 and, because of the ferocity of the fighting in that area during Tet of 1968, the area was rather peaceful with irregular actions, by the Viet Cong, mostly. We had some action but even being shot at was a cause for great discussion at the little army bar that was the venue of o
	-
	-
	-
	-

	program, or “Project 404,” which were the 
	official titles of the Raven program. I waited for word to leave which, inexplicably, never came. In desperation, I flew to Bien Hoa to determine the cause of the delay. I was told that they had tried three times to reach me but, communications being what they were, I never received the message, and so they sent the number-two guy on the list. My only recourse was to extend for a second tour because the next opening wasn’t 
	-

	projected to come up for several months. 
	Imagine my surprise a few short days later when I received an urgent call to pack my bags and head to Udorn in early April 1970. 
	After “sanitizing” in the men’s room of base ops, I met the guys at Detachment 1, near your own compound as I recall, and a day 

	The Ravens were US Air Force forward air controllers flying covert missions over Laos from air bases in the kingdom. 
	later flew to Vientiane. My new boss welcomed me with the news that I was to be assigned to Long Tieng to fly for Vang Pao and the Hmong people. I was thrilled. Action, at last! His second message was to tell me that the pilot who had preceded me there, Dick Elzinga, had disappeared along with the pilot he was to replace, Hank Allen, on his very first mission. To this date, their bodies have not been found. This was only one of many “silver bullets” that I dodged during the next 11 months at Long Tieng. 
	later flew to Vientiane. My new boss welcomed me with the news that I was to be assigned to Long Tieng to fly for Vang Pao and the Hmong people. I was thrilled. Action, at last! His second message was to tell me that the pilot who had preceded me there, Dick Elzinga, had disappeared along with the pilot he was to replace, Hank Allen, on his very first mission. To this date, their bodies have not been found. This was only one of many “silver bullets” that I dodged during the next 11 months at Long Tieng. 
	-
	-

	My first encounter of a group of Air America pilots was in the Purple Porpoise, run by the British owner and probable intelligence provider, Monty Banks. As I stepped through the circular door I was greeted with his famous call, “Shut the bleeding door.” 
	-
	-

	We joined a group of your folks, one of 
	whom was celebrating his first $100,000 with the company. I was extremely impressed but tried not to show it since he was buying. 
	-

	Long Tieng under siege was a new experi
	-

	ence for me. We flew hard. In fact, on my 
	first day on the job, I directed airstri 
	site northwest of Long Tieng that was be attacked by a large group of NVA soldi After putting in three sets of A-1s, the attack was broken off and, accordi Hmong forward air guide on the ground, an estimated 200 enemy soldiers killed. In retrospect, I believe those figures are suspect but, after only 24 hours in country, it was enough to impress thi young pilot, I assure you. 
	-
	-

	From that point on, our lives were totall intertwined with yours. We ate often at the Air America hostel where you could get the best fried rice ever made, party at the bar or, more importantly, brief up a hazardous resupply mission or even a search-and-rescue mission. 
	On one occasion, we had two F-4 aircrew members who had spent a very cold night on the PDJ [Plane of Jars]. We planned the next day’s mission using two sets of Ravens. The first primary and backup took off in the dark to direct the search and rescue by the Jolly Greens from Udorn. Two more of us launched with Air America helicopters to provide an immediate rescue force for any aircraft that might get shot down that day. We did this because the Jolly Greens had a nasty habit of pulling off and regrouping whe
	-
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	kes on a ing ers. ng to the were s y CAT engine repair. 
	Of course, anyone who flew in that area knew that the primary rescue source was not the Air Force but Air America, simply because they were usually close by. All of us had your frequency set in our radios. When a plane went down, there was a call to Cricket and a call to Air America. Time and time again, you guys dashed into the unknown and saved American lives. After one rescue, this time of a Raven, the flight mechanic offered my friend a cigarette, only to have it refused. “I’m trying to quit” was the an
	Of course, anyone who flew in that area knew that the primary rescue source was not the Air Force but Air America, simply because they were usually close by. All of us had your frequency set in our radios. When a plane went down, there was a call to Cricket and a call to Air America. Time and time again, you guys dashed into the unknown and saved American lives. After one rescue, this time of a Raven, the flight mechanic offered my friend a cigarette, only to have it refused. “I’m trying to quit” was the an
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	There was more humor. One day I took off from Long Tieng in a T-28 and followed a C-123K on its way to Vientiane. I couldn’t resist the urge to sneak up behind him and park off his left wing tip until he noticed me 
	there with a noticeable jerk of the yoke. I 
	laughed and pulled out ahead of him, feeling quite pleased with myself. A few minutes later I heard or, rather, felt something out of order. When I finally looked to my right, there he was—two props churning and the doors open on both J-85 pods. A flash of the trusty “bird” on his part brought about laughter in both cockpits, I’m sure. 
	-
	-

	In a more serious incident, my buddy, Chuck Engle and I were playing “highlow” 
	looking for targets along Route 4 just west 
	of Xien Kouang ville. In this silly game, one aircraft flies low and as fast as he can down a road while the other “flies cover” right behind him. All was well until Chuck took a load of AK-47 fire in the cockpit that shot out his side window. He claimed he could see the bullet pass in front of his face. Another round hit him just above the left ankle, passed completely through his leg and fell onto the floor. He recovered the bullet and had it mounted on a gold chain that he wore around his neck. Chuck pul
	of Xien Kouang ville. In this silly game, one aircraft flies low and as fast as he can down a road while the other “flies cover” right behind him. All was well until Chuck took a load of AK-47 fire in the cockpit that shot out his side window. He claimed he could see the bullet pass in front of his face. Another round hit him just above the left ankle, passed completely through his leg and fell onto the floor. He recovered the bullet and had it mounted on a gold chain that he wore around his neck. Chuck pul
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	soldiers. Then we began the 30-minute flight back to Long Tieng. Of course, our first call was to an Air America helicopter that changed course to intercept us. In the meantime, I tried to keep Chuck conscious, as nausea and pain took over. The entire story is written in the book, The Ravens. Eventually, a Huey came into position and I dropped back. The helicopter stayed with Chuck through the landing at Long Tieng. I remember that Chuck, as he saw the aircraft drifting off the side of the runway, took his 
	-
	-
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	I’ll tell one last story and then wrap it up. But, in this case, I’ve saved the best for last. And in this case, the professionalism of the Air America pilots saved my life. You may recall that, during the rainy season, the weather could get nasty for days. Even you guys were forced to sit it out once in awhile. During those times, we would move from the breakfast table to the poker table for an all-day session of dealer’s choice, nickel-dime poker. Even on a bad day, you wouldn’t lose more than about $25. 
	I’ll tell one last story and then wrap it up. But, in this case, I’ve saved the best for last. And in this case, the professionalism of the Air America pilots saved my life. You may recall that, during the rainy season, the weather could get nasty for days. Even you guys were forced to sit it out once in awhile. During those times, we would move from the breakfast table to the poker table for an all-day session of dealer’s choice, nickel-dime poker. Even on a bad day, you wouldn’t lose more than about $25. 
	-
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	to get back to Long Tieng with at least one hour of fuel left, in case we had to divert. Well, Cricket kept laying on the fighters, and I stayed out a bit too long. It wasn’t until I tried to make it home that I realized the weather had closed in behind me. I picked my way through mountain gaps that still appeared below the huge cloud banks now resting on the ridge lines. When the most direct route didn’t work, I flew west to the lateral valley that formed a “V” with Long Tieng and Sam Tong in between, and 
	-


	Tong, just north of Skyline Ridge. The only 
	sign of civilization was the winding dirt road that connected the two bases. I seriously considered crash landing on that road but decided against it because I knew that the wings would likely shear off and, as they pinched the fuselage, the flaps would come into the back seat and decapitate my back-seater. So, I reemerged back into the valley west of Long Tieng and flew in circles with the clouds coming down on top of me, the fog filling in the valley below and daylight running out fast. I had 45 minutes o
	All the time this was going on, I was talking to the other Ravens in the Raven hootch. They said the rain was coming down mercilessly and that it was getting very dark. One of them volunteered to contact the Air America helicopter pilots to see if they could think of something. Shortly, I heard some chatter on the tower radio channel as three UH-1s cranked up on the ramp. Within minutes, they lifted off and flew in trail, slowly, out the “back door” to where I was orbiting in a space that kept getting small
	All the time this was going on, I was talking to the other Ravens in the Raven hootch. They said the rain was coming down mercilessly and that it was getting very dark. One of them volunteered to contact the Air America helicopter pilots to see if they could think of something. Shortly, I heard some chatter on the tower radio channel as three UH-1s cranked up on the ramp. Within minutes, they lifted off and flew in trail, slowly, out the “back door” to where I was orbiting in a space that kept getting small
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	at the back door. The gap is right in front of you.” “You’re nuts,” I replied, “I don’t see a damn thing except clouds and mountain.” “It’s an optical illusion,” he said, “the gap is filled with heavy rain.” I drove my little airplane straight at the mountain wall with my heart in my throat and past the hovering helicopter as I entered the point of no return. At the last possible second I saw a shimmering “V” coming down out of the cloud bank, only a couple of hundred feet tall. “Turn right, roll out…you ar
	-
	-
	-
	-


	I saw the ridgeline falling away a bit to the right, and at that point, I crossed over the compound below. A couple of the other Ravens raced out as they heard my engine, but the rain was too heavy to see anything even though I was much lower than normal. I searched for the runway in the darkness and, miraculously, I saw a silver-blue ribbon to my front left side. It was the runway, totally covered in water, reflecting the last wisps of light that had forced their way through the clouds. Minutes later, all 
	-
	-
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	to turn final just before I got there. I held on 
	as long as I could then pulled the power back and established my best guess at a 
	as long as I could then pulled the power back and established my best guess at a 
	and silver bird or, perhaps, simply a silver bird that, even 39 years later stands as a towering symbol of courage, sacrifice, caring, skill, and honor. 
	-



	Figure
	The Airmen’s Bond – Keith Woodcock 
	The Airmen’s Bond – Keith Woodcock 


	Why did we do it? Why did we forsake all that was comfortable and well known to us to travel to a faraway land to risk our lives for people who will never know our names? Was it for our country? Was it for the money? Was it the feeling of knowing that you are the best at your trade? Or, was it for the descending left turn to the opposite direc-fleeting thrill of being young and invincible? 
	-

	tion. As soon as I banked, the perspective changed and I lost sight of the runway. One potato, two potato, three potato, and I rolled out on heading. Again the runway appeared although somewhat shorter than I remembered. This was because I had turned early and positioned myself to land long. Never mind, the operative word was “land,” which I did, with the water spraying everywhere from my hydroplaning tires. Fortunately, the water was deep enough that it rapidly slowed me down so that I was able to turn off
	tion. As soon as I banked, the perspective changed and I lost sight of the runway. One potato, two potato, three potato, and I rolled out on heading. Again the runway appeared although somewhat shorter than I remembered. This was because I had turned early and positioned myself to land long. Never mind, the operative word was “land,” which I did, with the water spraying everywhere from my hydroplaning tires. Fortunately, the water was deep enough that it rapidly slowed me down so that I was able to turn off
	-

	I shut off the engine and sat there shaking. Finally, I climbed out of the airplane and just hung on to the strut while I contemplated how close to dying I had just been. 
	-

	My backseater bolted for VP’s house, while 
	I searched for my jeep. I also took time to 
	say a prayer of thanks to all those who helped me in my hour of need, especially those wonderful Air America pilots who came through—again. 
	When I departed Laos, I realized that I had served the longest tour at Long Tieng of any Raven—a record never broken. And, as I think back through a memory that is now getting a bit fuzzy here and there, certain images remain crystal clear—my fellow Ravens, the Hmong, VP, the mountains, 
	-

	the fear, the joy, and the bitter pain of loss. 
	Always in the picture and in virtually every good war story I have, there appears a blue 
	Always in the picture and in virtually every good war story I have, there appears a blue 
	Perhaps it was all these. Certainly no one outside of our fold will ever understand, so why try? 

	Many beautiful words have been written which capture the emotion of this time from Rudyard Kipling to Lt. Gen. Hal Moore of We Were Soldiers fame. But, my choice is the poem by Robert Frost that I mentioned at the beginning of this speech entitled “The Road Not Taken.” Let me close by reading the final stanza. 
	I shall be telling this with a sigh 
	Somewhere ages and ages hence: 
	Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 
	I took the one less traveled by, 
	And that has made all the difference. 
	Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your program and, on behalf of my Raven friends, thank you for always being there— anytime, anywhere, professionally. 
	The declassified documents released in conjunction with the symposium are available at , among the special collections listed in the FOIA reading room of CIA’s public web site. (U) 
	-
	www.foia.gov/airamerica.asp
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	TWO CIA PRISONERS IN CHINA, 1952–73 
	TWO CIA PRISONERS IN CHINA, 1952–73 
	Nicholas Dujmovic 
	Nicholas Dujmovic 

	This article draws extensively on operation-been covered in open literature—albeit in al files and other internal CIA records that short and generally flawed accounts—instiof necessity remain classified. Because tutional memory regarding these brave of-the true story of these two CIA officers is ficers has dimmed.Their ordeal is not well compelling and has been distorted in many known among today’s officers, judging by public accounts, it is retold here in as much the surprise and wonder CIA historians en-d
	-
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	This story is important as a part of US intelBeijing’s capture, imprisonment, and even-ligence history because it demonstrates the tual release of CIA officers John T. Downey risks of operations (and the consequences and Richard G. Fecteau is an amazing of operational error), the qualities of characstory that too few know about today. Shot ter necessary to endure hardship, and the down over Communist China on their first potential damage to reputations through operational mission in 1952, these young the pe
	-
	-
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	left, but both adjusted surprisingly 
	left, but both adjusted surprisingly 
	well and continue to live full lives. 
	Even though Downey and Fecteau were welcomed back as heroes by the CIA family more than 30 years ago and their story has 
	-
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	by early exposés of the Agency, such as David Wise and Thomas Ross, The Invisible Government (New York: Random House, 1964). Later brief treatments can be found in William Colby and Peter Forbath, Honorable Men: My Life in the CIA (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1978), in which former Director of Central Intelligence Colby identifies Downey and Fecteau as “CIA agents”; John Ranelagh, The Agency: The Rise and Decline of the CIA (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1986); William Leary, Perilous Missions: Civil Air Tran
	-

	Downey’s and Fecteau’s CIA affiliation was revealed as early as 1957 by a disgruntled former USIA official and 
	past events. Above all, the saga of John Downey and Richard Fecteau is about remarkable faithfulness, shown not y by the men who 
	past events. Above all, the saga of John Downey and Richard Fecteau is about remarkable faithfulness, shown not y by the men who 
	-


	Robert “Bob” Snoddy 
	were deprived of their freedom, but also by an Agency that never gave up hope. While it was through operational misjudgments that these two spent much of their adulthood in Chinese prisons, the Agency, at least in part, redeemed itself through its later care for the men from whom years had been stolen. 
	were deprived of their freedom, but also by an Agency that never gave up hope. While it was through operational misjudgments that these two spent much of their adulthood in Chinese prisons, the Agency, at least in part, redeemed itself through its later care for the men from whom years had been stolen. 
	-
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	THE OPERATIONAL CONTEXT 
	THE OPERATIONAL CONTEXT 
	John Downey and Richard Fecteau were youthful CIA paramilitary officers: Downey, born in Connecticut, had entered CIA in June 1951, after graduating from Yale; Fecteau, from Massachusetts, entered on duty a few months later, having graduated from Boston University. Both men had been varsity football players, and both were outgoing and engaging with noted senses of humor. They were on their first overseas assignment when the shoot-down occurred. 
	-

	By late 1952, the Korean War had been going on for more than two years. Accounts often identify that war as the reason for the operation Downey and Fec
	By late 1952, the Korean War had been going on for more than two years. Accounts often identify that war as the reason for the operation Downey and Fec
	-
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	teau were participating in. While largely true, the flight the men were on was part of operations that had antecedents in the US response to the communist takeover of China in 1949. In accordance with US policies, CIA took steps to exploit the potential for a Chinese “Third Force” by trying to link Chinese agents, trained by CIA, with alleged dissident generals on the mainland. This Third Force, while anti-communist, would be separate from the Nationalists, who were assessed to be largely discredited on the
	-
	-
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	This Third Force project received new emphasis after the Communist Chinese intervened in the Korean War. At that point, the project aimed to divert Chinese resources from the war in Korea by promoting domestic anti-government guerrilla operations. This was to be accomplished by small teams of Chinese agents, generally inserted through airdrops, who were to link up with local guerrilla forces, collect intelligence and possibly engage in sabotage and psychological warfare, and report back by radio.The operati
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
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	-

	By the time of Downey and Fecteau’s involvement in the Third Force program, its record was short and inauspicious. Because of resource constraints, the training of Chinese agents at CIA facilities 
	-
	-
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	Norman A. Schwartz 
	4 For details on the pickup system, see William Leary, “Robert Fulton’s Skyhook and Operation Coldfeet,” Stud-ies in Intelligence 38, no. 1 (Spring 1994), 67–68. The aircraft pickup system in use in 1952 was not, as is sometimes asserted, the Skyhook system developed in the late 1950s by Robert Fulton but was rather a more rudimentary arrangement known as the “All American” system that the Army Air Force had modified during World War II from a system to pick up mail bags. 
	4 For details on the pickup system, see William Leary, “Robert Fulton’s Skyhook and Operation Coldfeet,” Stud-ies in Intelligence 38, no. 1 (Spring 1994), 67–68. The aircraft pickup system in use in 1952 was not, as is sometimes asserted, the Skyhook system developed in the late 1950s by Robert Fulton but was rather a more rudimentary arrangement known as the “All American” system that the Army Air Force had modified during World War II from a system to pick up mail bags. 
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	Declassified reference to Third Force covert operations is available in a National Security Council report on “Current Policies of the Government of the United States Relating to the National Security,” 1 November 1952, reproduced in Declassified Documents Reference System (Farmington Hills, Michigan: Gale Group, 2006), document CK3100265583. A description of the Chinese Third Force program is also available in the cleared 
	account by former CIA officer James Lilley, later US Ambassador to Beijing, China Hands: Nine Decades of Adventure, Espionage, and Diplomacy in Asia (New York: PublicAffairs, 2004), 78–83. Lilley describes the “three prongs” of CIA covert operations against the Chinese mainland at the time: the first was support of Nationalist efforts, the second was the Third Force program, and the third comprised unilateral operations. For a personal story of CIA’s China operations in concert with the Nationalist Chinese,
	-

	Lilly, ibid. 
	Lilly, ibid. 
	in Asia was delayed, and the first Third Force team to be airdropped did not deploy until April 1952. This four-man team parachuted into southern China and was never heard from again. 
	-

	The second Third Force team comprised five ethnic Chinese dropped into the Jilin region of Manchuria in mid-July 1952. Downey was well known to the Chinese operatives on this team because he had trained them. The team quickly established radio contact with Downey’s CIA unit outside of China and was resupplied by air in August and October. A sixth team member, intended as a courier between the team and the controlling CIA unit, was dropped in September. In early November, the team reported contact with a loc
	-
	-
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	At that time, the technique for aerial pickup involved flying an aircraft at low altitude and hooking a line elevated between two poles. The line was connected to a harness in which the agent was strapped. Once airborne, the man was to be winched into the aircraft. This technique required specialized training, both for the pilots of the aircraft, provided by the CIA’s proprietary Civil Air Transport (CAT), and for the two men who would operate the winch. Pilots Norman Schwartz and Robert Snoddy had trained 
	At that time, the technique for aerial pickup involved flying an aircraft at low altitude and hooking a line elevated between two poles. The line was connected to a harness in which the agent was strapped. Once airborne, the man was to be winched into the aircraft. This technique required specialized training, both for the pilots of the aircraft, provided by the CIA’s proprietary Civil Air Transport (CAT), and for the two men who would operate the winch. Pilots Norman Schwartz and Robert Snoddy had trained 
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	back to the team: “Will air snatch approximately 2400 hours” on 29 November.
	-
	4 


	The question of who would operate the winch, however, was still unresolved. Originally, Chinese crewmen were to be used, but Downey’s unit chief decided that time was too short to fully train them. Instead, two CAT personnel trained in the procedure were identified for the pickup flight, but the CIA unit chief pulled them four days before the mission because they lacked the requisite clearances. Downey, who had been at the unit for about a year, and Fecteau, who had arrived in the first week of November, we
	-
	-

	Late on 29 November, Downey and Fecteau boarded Schwartz and Snoddy’s olive drab C-47 on an airfield on the Korean peninsula and took off for the rendezvous point in Chinese Communist Manchuria, some 400 miles away. It was a quiet, uneventful flight of less than three hours. The moon was nearly full and visibility was excellent. At one point, Fecteau opened a survival kit and noted that the .32 -caliber pistol therein had no ammunition— 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	joking about 
	that was the only conversat ion the men had on the flight. 
	-


	Unmarked C-47. 
	CIA’s Far East Division later assessed that the Chinese agent team probably had been caught and doubled immediately after its insertion in July. 
	5 

	See Fecteau’s reminiscences as told to Glenn Rifkin, “My Nineteen Years in a Chinese Prison,” Yankee Magazine, November 1982. 
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	Twenty years later, after his return, Fecteau remembered the recognition signal as a flashlight signal; Downey thought it comprised three bonfires. Both were used. 
	7 

	Mandarin jet take-off. 
	MISSION GONE AWRY 
	MISSION GONE AWRY 
	The C-47, with its CAT pilots and CIA crew, was heading for a trap. The agent team, unbeknownst to the men on the flight, had been captured by Communist Chinese security forces and had been turned.The request for exfiltration was a ruse, and the promised documentation and purported contact with a local dissident leader were merely bait. The team members almost certainly had told Chinese authorities everything they knew about the operation and about the CIA men and facilities associated with it. From the way
	-
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	Reaching the designated area around midnight, the aircraft received the proper recognition signal from the ground.Downey and Fecteau pushed out supplies for the agent team—food and equipment needed for the aerial pickup. Then Schwartz and Snoddy flew the aircraft away from the area to allow the team time to set up the poles and line for the “snatch.” Returning about 45 minutes later and receiving a ready signal, the C-47 flew a dry run by the pickup point, which served both to orient the pilots and to alert
	Reaching the designated area around midnight, the aircraft received the proper recognition signal from the ground.Downey and Fecteau pushed out supplies for the agent team—food and equipment needed for the aerial pickup. Then Schwartz and Snoddy flew the aircraft away from the area to allow the team time to set up the poles and line for the “snatch.” Returning about 45 minutes later and receiving a ready signal, the C-47 flew a dry run by the pickup point, which served both to orient the pilots and to alert
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	dy came back momentarily to the rear of the aircraft to make sure Downey and Fecteau were ready. On the moonlit landscape, four or five people could be seen on the ground. One man was in the pickup harness, facing the path of the aircraft. 
	-


	As the C-47 came in low for the pickup, flying nearly at its stall speed of around 60 knots, white sheets that had been camouflaging two anti-aircraft guns on the snowy terrain flew off and gunfire erupted at the very moment the pickup was to have been made. The guns, straddling the flight path, began a murderous crossfire. At this point, a crowd of men emerged from the woods.Whether by reflex or purposefully, the pilots directed the aircraft’s nose up, preventing an immediate crash; however, the engines cu
	As the C-47 came in low for the pickup, flying nearly at its stall speed of around 60 knots, white sheets that had been camouflaging two anti-aircraft guns on the snowy terrain flew off and gunfire erupted at the very moment the pickup was to have been made. The guns, straddling the flight path, began a murderous crossfire. At this point, a crowd of men emerged from the woods.Whether by reflex or purposefully, the pilots directed the aircraft’s nose up, preventing an immediate crash; however, the engines cu
	-
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	crash among some trees, breaking in two with the nose in the air. 

	Downey and Fecteau had been secured to the aircraft with harnesses to keep them from falling out during the winching. On impact, both slid along the floor of the aircraft, cushioned somewhat by their heavy winter clothing. Fecteau’s harness broke, causing him to crash into the bulkhead separating the main body of the aircraft from the cockpit, which, he later said, gave him a bump on his head “you could hang your coat on.” 
	-
	-

	Other than suffering bruises and being shaken up, Downey and Fecteau were extremely fortunate in being unhurt. The Chinese apparently had targeted the cockpit, with gunfire passing through the floor in the forward part of the aircraft but stopping short of where Downey and Fecteau had been stationed, although one bullet singed Downey’s cheek. Meanwhile, tracer bullets had ignited the fuel. Both men tried to get to the cockpit to check 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	on the pilots, who were not answering Downey’s shouts, but their part of the aircraft was burning fiercely and the two had to move away. Whether due to gunfire, the impact, or the fire, the pilots died at the scene.Fecteau later remembered standing outside the aircraft with Downey, both stunned but conscious, telling each other that they were “in a hell 
	9 
	-
	-

	of a mess.” The Chinese security forces descended on them, “whooping and hollering,” and they gave themselves up to the inevitable. 
	-

	ASSESSING FIELD RESPONSIBILITY 
	This article continued in full on the included DVD and at the following web address: 
	Over the years, various explanations arose within CIA to explain Downey and Fecteau’s participation in the ill-fated mission. It seemed incredible to operations officers that two CIA employees, familiar with operations, locations, and personnel, would be sent on a mission that exposed them to possible capture by the Chinese Communists. One of the most persistent myths was that the two must have been joyriding because their participation was, it was 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	es... lruof the on iatloivathought, 

	study-of-intelligence/csi-publications/csistudies/studies/vol50no4/two-cia-prisoners-inchina-1952201373.html 
	https://www.cia.gov/library/center-for-the
	-
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	Beijing recently published a highly fanciful, heroically written version of events that night, which claims the Chinese awaited the CIA aircraft with 37 guns—half of them machine guns, the rest antiaircraft cannon—along with 400 armed security forces, all of which fired at the plane! The account also asserts erroneously that Downey and Fecteau came out firing small arms before surrendering. See “The Wipe-Out of the American Spies in An Tu County,” in Documentary On the Support to Resist the U.S. and Aid Kor
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	After years of negotiations, the Chinese government in 2002 finally allowed a US Defense Department excavation team into the area, where they discovered fragments of the aircraft. In June 2004, the team found bone and tooth fragments, which later were identified as Robert Snoddy’s. To date, no remains of Schwartz have been identified. 
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	June 25, 1998 
	June 25, 1998 
	On June 25, Director of Intelligence (DCI) George Tenet presented the Director’s Medal to Judge John T. “Jack” Downey and Richard G. Fecteau. Downey and Fecteau were captured by the Chinese in 1952 while conducting agent resupply and pickup operations as part of our war effort in Korea. This was their first overseas assignment. In 1954, China sentenced Fecteau to 20 years and Downey to life imprisonment. Late in 1971, nearly 20 years later, China released Fecteau and in March 1973 released Downey. Following
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Below are DCI Tenet’s remarks on the oc-
	I know that I speak for everyone in this room, and everyone in this Agency, when I say, welcome home, Jack Downey and Dick Fecteau—two great heroes of the CIA! Welcome back to the CIA! 
	You have never left our thoughts—not during your long years of imprisonment, and not during the decades following your retirement from the Agency. We are forever proud that you are our colleagues. You have been an inspiration to the intelligence officers who served with you, and to the generations who followed you. 
	-
	-

	Your story, simply put, is one of the most remarkable in the 50-year history of the 
	Central Intelligence Agency. 
	is the story of a daring flight over Manchuria during the Korean War. The mission: to swoop down and snatch out our imper-
	-

	ed agent. It is the story of an ambush—of a crash landing—and of capture. Of being declared missing and presumed dead, only to reappear very much alive two years later for a Red Chinese “show trial”, where Dick was sentenced to twenty years and Jack received a life sentence. 
	Even more remarkable is the story of how these brave men endured decades 
	imprisonment, regained their freedom, and went on to live full and active lives, marked by service to their communities and their country. 
	Shortly after his return to the United States, Jack told his debriefer: “you come out of captivity basically about the same as you go in.” Jack Downey and Dick Fecteau went in as young men—Jack was all of 22; Dick was 25. What they took in with them was the character and the values that they learned from their parents—integrity and honor and commitment to country. 
	Jack and Dick, I know that your parents are in your hearts and thoughts today, as they are in ours. The medals we present to you today in honor of your unmatched service to our country are given also in honor of your extraordinary parents. 
	Jack’s widowed mother Mary Downey waged a fierce behind-the-scenes struggle for her son’s release until her health gave out. Ironically, it was her stroke that became the basis for his eventual release. Mrs. Downey personally petitioned four Presidents beginning with Eisenhower, successive Secretaries of State, Senators, Congressmen, the Catholic Church, and the United Nations. Nobody who met the indomitable Mary Downey will ever forget her. 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Phil and Jessie Fecteau—decent, down-to-earth people with an abiding devotion to this country—believed deeply that what their boy was doing was important to US security and that they must do nothing to 
	jeopardize that. Throughout nineteen cruel 
	years of waiting, they put unquestioning faith in their government—in this Agency in particular. I pray that they never felt that their faith was misplaced. 
	There is no adequate way to describe the uncommon grace and fortitude with which the Downey and Fecteau families bore their burdens of grief. And to that awful weight of worry was the added burden of silence. Thank God, Mary Downey and Phil Fecteau went to their rest in peace, knowing that their sons were free. 
	-

	Just imagine what it was like to hear that your son was missing and presumed dead, only to learn years later that he is imprisoned in Red China. 
	-

	Imagine what it was like to have your hopes for his release raised and dashed and raised again. 
	Imagine what it was like Christmas after Christmas knowing that your son was spending it alone in a cold cell. 
	-

	Imagine a mother assembling care packages, lovingly filling the cartons with cookies and warm socks and issues of Sports Illustrated, not knowing when, or even if, they’d be delivered. 
	-
	-

	Imagine turning over and over in your mind all the political and personal considerations, then deciding to make the long 
	-

	journey to China for a prison visit. And all 
	the while you knew that your time with your son would be agonizingly brief, that you wouldn’t be able to have a private conversation, and that when you left, you might never see him again. 
	-

	We cannot imagine. We can only stand in admiration of such courage [DCI leads standing ovation for the parents.] 
	I know that Dick and Jack feel deeply blessed to have had such wonderful parents, and to have such wonderful families. Dick’s wife Peg regrettably couldn’t be with us today, due to a very sore back. And, Dick’s mother, Jessie, also is unable to be with us to share today’s honor with her son, but we send them both our warmest good wishes and know they are with us in spirit. Twin daughters Sidnice and Suzon are here. The girls were three years-old when their father was captured. 
	-
	-

	Jack’s wife Audrey is here. Audrey’s and Jack’s marriage is a wonderful, life-affirm
	Jack’s wife Audrey is here. Audrey’s and Jack’s marriage is a wonderful, life-affirm
	-

	ing story in itself. Jack met Audrey Lee when he went back to New Haven after his release to visit Yale, his alma mater. Audrey is a naturalized American citizen who was born in China, coincidentally ten miles from the place where Jack was shot down. Their son, John Lee Downey, starts Wesleyan University this Fall. We also welcome Jack’s brother Bill, who worked tirelessly for his release, together with Bill’s wife Jean. 
	-
	-



	casion of the medal presentation. It ilof 
	It is wonderful to have multiple generations of the Fecteau and Downey families here today. I’m sure that there isn’t a day that goes by that Dick and Jack aren’t grateful to be surrounded by your love. I salute you all. 
	It is wonderful to have multiple generations of the Fecteau and Downey families here today. I’m sure that there isn’t a day that goes by that Dick and Jack aren’t grateful to be surrounded by your love. I salute you all. 
	-

	But beyond your immediate families, we would like to think that you also feel that you have another family—your extended Agency family. There are folks here today who kept in touch with your loved ones and managed your personal affairs all those years. I know that they saw it not as a duty, but as a sacred trust. 
	We also have here today a large representation of officers from our China desk in the DO. You are true legends to them. 
	-

	the courtroom through a battery of lights and cameras. Jack is already standing in the dock. For propaganda effect, Jack has been outfitted in a new, black padded suit, clothes, shoes, and a beanie hat. Dick sees that Jack is looking rather down and figures he needs cheering 
	-


	up. They order Dick to go stand next to Jack. He walks over to Jack and whispers: “Who’s your tailor?!” 
	Figure
	-

	Until Dick’s release in 1971, and Jack’s in 1973, the two men were listed in our personnel files as serving on “Special Detail Foreign” at “Official Station Undetermined.” And serve they did. Not in the ordinary way, of course—but in a most extraordinary way. How did they 
	Until Dick’s release in 1971, and Jack’s in 1973, the two men were listed in our personnel files as serving on “Special Detail Foreign” at “Official Station Undetermined.” And serve they did. Not in the ordinary way, of course—but in a most extraordinary way. How did they 

	Above: Mandarin Jet. Below: Damage to a C-119. 
	And there is a contingent of fellow officers, many of whom you haven’t seen since your training courses in the early 1950’s, who are thrilled to join you today. As your former colleagues will attest, training camp is a bonding experience, and I know you’ve been swapping stories as you would at any reunion. I understand, Jack, that when they evaluated you at the end of your training, you got a pretty low grade in, of all things: “Survival”!!! 
	And there is a contingent of fellow officers, many of whom you haven’t seen since your training courses in the early 1950’s, who are thrilled to join you today. As your former colleagues will attest, training camp is a bonding experience, and I know you’ve been swapping stories as you would at any reunion. I understand, Jack, that when they evaluated you at the end of your training, you got a pretty low grade in, of all things: “Survival”!!! 
	-
	-

	And Dick, although your evaluators thought your great sense of humor was an asset to morale, they were concerned about your lighter side and thought that, for your own good, you should “be more serious.” Like Jack’s survival marks, the graders got this one wrong too. The following is classic Fecteau. 
	-

	Shortly after Dick and Jack were captured, they were separated, and spent two years in solitary confinement, much of the time under interrogation and in chains. But Dick’s sense of humor never left him. 
	On the day of their “show trial” in 1954—remember Dick and Jack had not seen one another for two years—Dick is marched into 
	-
	-

	serve? By keeping their faith in our country, and by being faithful to it no matter what. 
	When Dick was debriefed upon his release, he said he never lost his sense of Agency affiliation. He said that he felt he was engaged in a struggle between the Agency and the Security Bureau in Peking. He said that his country was much more than an 
	-

	abstraction to him. When his jailers kept 
	trying to drum it into him that the US was an imperialist country, and that Americans were the scum of the earth, he said he “resented the crap out of it” and “sort of took it upon my shoulders as a representative of my country and my people” to be the opposite of how they portrayed us. 
	-
	-

	One of the many things we all admire about you is that neither of you have let your experiences make you bitter. When a reporter asked Jack how he’d describe the 20 years he spent in prison, he answered: “They were a crashing bore!” “I won’t dwell upon the past because I’m too preoccupied with the present and the future.” Since their release, both Dick and Jack have made every day count. 
	-
	-

	Just imagine being taken right from a Red 
	Chinese jail and finding yourself back home 
	in the United States after a twenty-year absence. Dick and Jack remarked about the rush of colors, the variety and number of cars, the radical change in fashions—it was the seventies after all. 
	-

	But both men saw more than the superficials. 
	Dick took great joy in the simple pleasures of 
	freedom that all of us take for granted: he 
	told his debriefer: “to me, just to get up and 
	make a nice breakfast and take a shower is beautiful, it makes my day.” Jack observed changes in American society—rural Connecticut being overrun with housing developments and suburbia, the positive effects of the civil rights movement. 
	-
	-

	Dick elected to retire from the CIA in the mid-1970s, after over 25 years of service. He had to be convinced to stay that long. In Dick’s words: “I did not want them to make work for me. It would embarrass the life out of me.” As if he hadn’t done enough for this Agency and this country already! Dick later 
	joined the staff of his alma mater, Boston 
	University, and became Assistant Director of Athletics. He retired from the university in 1989. 
	Jack also opted for retirement. When he was offered the opportunity to stay, he 
	quipped: “You know I just don’t think I am 
	cut out for that kind of work!” After leaving the Agency, at age 43, Jack enrolled in Harvard Law School. He practiced law privately for a number of years, was appointed by the Governor of Connecticut to a number of public service positions, and even started a run for Senator of Connecticut. (Jack calls it his other crash!) In 1987, Jack became a Judge, like his father before him. 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Both of these great men refuse to consider themselves heroes. They are not the sort. Their parents and their New England upbringing have a lot to do with that. When Mary Downey was reunited with her beloved Jack in her hospital room, she wagged her finger at him and said: “You’re a celebrity now—don’t let it go to your head!” 
	-

	Jack was not about to let himself, as he put it: “be one of those guys who goes through life making a career out of being a CIA agent who was imprisoned in China.” 
	And the most Dick will say on that subject 
	is that he supposes that he “did the best he could under the circumstances.” 
	Dick and Jack, you can be as modest as you like. But we cannot see it that way. What you did—the way you did it—is a proud part of our history that we will never forget. 
	You demonstrated one kind of heroism when you signed on to that perilous mission in wartime and crash-landed and survived and endured those early interrogations. 
	You demonstrated heroism of a whole other magnitude during those dark decades of captivity that followed. In those endless years, heroism meant getting through another day, and then another, and then another, with your dignity, and your humanity, and your will, and your wit, and your honor, and your hope intact. 
	-
	-
	-

	Both men would argue that others in this room would have done what they did under the same circumstances. Maybe. We’d all like to think we would. But the fact is, it wasn’t somebody else in that prison. It was you. It fell to the two of you to do a hard, hard thing. And you did it. For two decades. Magnificently. Gallantly. With extreme valor. 
	When they came in 1971 to tell Dick he 
	When they came in 1971 to tell Dick he 
	behind them—have sacrificed everything with grace and courage and in absolute anonymity to serve this agency and our country. We have been truly blessed to call you our colleagues and friends. 

	The words inscribed on the back of the medal are simple, yet direct—Extraordinary Fidelity and Essential Service. Better words were never written or spoken to describe Jack Downey and Dick Fecteau. 
	-
	-

	We will always be grateful to you and to your extraordinary families for all that you did for our country. 
	I would now invite you both to come forward for the presentation of the medals. I would also ask Ben DeFelice, the man who knows better than anyone in this Agency what you and you families went through, and who so caringly handled your affairs during your long captivity, to read the citation. 
	-

	was being freed, his first question was: “What about Jack Downey?” And after his return home, when Dick was offered piles of money to tell his story, he refused the offers—despite his family’s modest means—for fear that publicity would harm Jack’s chances of freedom. 
	-

	Two years after Dick’s release, Jack’s day of freedom finally arrived. Jack has described his reaction as thinking to himself: “Well, Christ, it’s about time.” 
	-

	In this—our 50th anniversary year— is also about time that you and Di received the small tribute we confer today by presenting you with the D rector’s Medal. I do this on behal all my predecessors because all know that at the end of the day men li the two of you—with wonderful famili 

	it ck i-f of of us ke es Left: Richard Fecteau. Right: Jack Downey. 


	THE PEOPLE OF THE CIA… 
	THE PEOPLE OF THE CIA… 
	JOHN DOWNEY & RICHARD FECTEAU 
	JOHN DOWNEY & RICHARD FECTEAU 
	On March 12, 1973, CIA officer John Downey walked across the Lo-Wu Bridge from the People’s Republic of China into the then-British Crown colony of Hong Kong. He was a free man after more than two decades of imprisonment. 
	On March 12, 1973, CIA officer John Downey walked across the Lo-Wu Bridge from the People’s Republic of China into the then-British Crown colony of Hong Kong. He was a free man after more than two decades of imprisonment. 
	Communist Chinese forces captured Downey and fellow CIA paramilitary officer Richard Fecteau when their plane was shot down in Manchuria in November 1952. Both men were riding in a C-47 operated by a CIA proprietary airline, Civil Air Transport, on an operation to retrieve an agent. The team planned to extract the agent with a device that involved a hook snagging a line between two upright poles on the ground. The agent was connected to the line by a harness. Once the hook 
	-
	-

	caught the line, and the agent was jerked 
	off the ground, Downey and Fecteau were to winch the man into the aircraft. 
	The Civil Air Transport plane, however, flew into a trap. The Chinese agent team on the ground, trained by Downey, had been caught and turned by the Communist Chinese. Antiaircraft fire downed the plane, killing its pilot and co-pilot, Norman Schwartz and Robert Snoddy. Downey and Fecteau survived. 
	-

	Presuming there were no survivors, the 
	U.S. government was surprised when Bei
	-

	jing announced Downey’s life sentence for 
	espionage; Fecteau received 20 years. The announcement came in 1954, two years after the Civil Air Transport plane was shot down. After harsh interrogations, both men faced dismal conditions for most of their incarceration. But they learned to cope 
	espionage; Fecteau received 20 years. The announcement came in 1954, two years after the Civil Air Transport plane was shot down. After harsh interrogations, both men faced dismal conditions for most of their incarceration. But they learned to cope 
	through patience, faith in eventual release, humor, and exercise. 

	The lack of official relations—and Washington’s continued insistence that the men were Department of the Army civilians and not CIA employees—ensured stalemate on the men’s fate. Throughout their imprisonment, Fecteau and Downey received their CIA pay and benefits in escrow, as well as periodic promotions. The CIA invested their savings and assisted their families. 
	-
	-
	-

	When negotiations commenced in 1971, leading to President Richard M. Nixon’s opening of China, Fecteau was released. Soon after Nixon publicly admitted Downey’s CIA affiliation, his life sentence was commuted and he was released. 
	-
	-

	Fecteau and Downey have focused their lives on the future, not dwelling on the past. Fecteau returned to his alma mater, Boston University, as assistant athletic director; he retired in 1989. Downey home to necticut and became a respected judge; a New Haven courthouse is named for him. 
	-
	Con-returned 
	-
	-
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	OUR HISTORY THEN…AND NOW 
	OUR HISTORY THEN…AND NOW 
	L. Michael Kandt, General Secretary and Chaplain, Air America Association 
	Figure
	Many dictionaries define ‘history’ as the branch of knowledge that records and analyzes past events. Yet understanding history is also key to understanding the present, and sometimes the future. That is why few students should leave their school years without several courses, or even years, learning American and international history: but few do. Many of us graduate with little exposure to even our own history. 
	-
	-

	They have been shortchanged. They have 
	missed the joys of discovering the heroic, 
	fascinating, and at times unbelievable stories that comprise the history of our nation. Some of us engaged in these historic events—through our service to the country—yet departed posts without a full understanding of the importance or historical reverberations of those acts. 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Two C-46 jets. 
	History is basically the diary of mankind, and also of each of us. Some of the pages in that diary include hidden events or activities, kept from the public for various intervals for national security reasons. So early readings of the diary might mystify us as to why certain actions were taken, or others never mentioned, or quite made sense. When these secrets are declassified and now shared, as happening today at this conference, it presents a rare, important opportunity to amend or set right a number of t
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	that chance again today. 
	that chance again today. 
	A benefit of age is a growing understanding of the importance of history, for we’ve now lived some of it. Even been a part of significant events. Fellow Air America members who served in Asia in the period between 1946 to 1975—and our invited colleagues, guests, and members of the public—if they did not already know, will leave this conference with a greater appreciation for the importance of our efforts 
	-
	-
	-
	-


	Left: Allen Pope. 
	Right: Ed Sims. 
	abroad. While we can remember what we witnessed, what we were told from eyewitness accounts, and what consequence those events presented to us personally and to our nation’s interests, over the years these memories faced different accounts presented in the media. Some reported the same facts which matched our own firsthand experiences; unfortunately, we also encountered others who claimed to present facts but did not. Today, the real history of those days can be etched deeper into the factual record, augmen
	abroad. While we can remember what we witnessed, what we were told from eyewitness accounts, and what consequence those events presented to us personally and to our nation’s interests, over the years these memories faced different accounts presented in the media. Some reported the same facts which matched our own firsthand experiences; unfortunately, we also encountered others who claimed to present facts but did not. Today, the real history of those days can be etched deeper into the factual record, augmen
	-
	-
	-
	-

	The symposium focuses on one particular, harrowing event in 1952. The background leading up to it, and actions of those involved, and the long-running saga of post-action events, is living history in its most unsettling and authentic form. It shows that truth is indeed more compelling than fiction. The documentary film we will see is Extraordinary Fidelity. It presents a 1952 operation that captures the risk, bravery, betrayal, privations, dedication, and con
	-
	-
	-

	stancy of certain officers doing their jobs, 
	and what traits sustained them in this appropriately titled film that hints at the guiding principles. 
	-
	-

	The value of understanding the purpose and consequences of this one ‘past event’ can be instructive to us all—a take-home message, if you will—as we hear about other historic events, and notice that some are surrounded by versions of stories from 
	The value of understanding the purpose and consequences of this one ‘past event’ can be instructive to us all—a take-home message, if you will—as we hear about other historic events, and notice that some are surrounded by versions of stories from 
	news or online outlets, based on rumors and unnamed, questionable sources, with little resting on trustworthy data. Good his
	-


	torians know that rushing to judgment in 
	the absence of facts is a fool’s errand. 
	Extraordinary Fidelity might make one ask “What inspires such selfless dedication and risk-taking?” A recent YouTube segment caught my eye and provides other examples. Jonna Doolittle Hoppes, the granddaughter of Jimmy Doolittle, was speaking at a banquet of the Historical Flight Foundation. She told of her father’s famous raid on mainland Japan early in World War II. Doolittle and the military planners knew this strike would be, to put it gently, a ‘calculated risk.’ They also knew there would be casualtie
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	In this short video segment, the gracious Ms. Doolittle Hoppes captured the bravery and honor of her father, and also of his crew, and movingly explained why we all recognize them as the war heroes they are. 
	-

	In the McDermott library at the University of Texas at Dallas, the Doolittle archives share the History of Aviation collection with the archives of Civil Air Transport [CAT] and Air America [AAm]. Included in the Doolittle exhibit is the only Medal of Honor awarded 
	In the McDermott library at the University of Texas at Dallas, the Doolittle archives share the History of Aviation collection with the archives of Civil Air Transport [CAT] and Air America [AAm]. Included in the Doolittle exhibit is the only Medal of Honor awarded 
	Jimmy Doolittle which he accepted on behalf of all his crew. 
	-



	Why do I mention the Doolittle mission? Because in November of 1952, another operation was being planned that also was facing a grave calculated risk. It was deemed sufficiently important that the unfortunate high level of danger did not diminish the need to move the operation ahead. And, unlike Doolittle and his crews, this operation required it be conducted as Top Secret. That meant no public praise for success, and possible anonymous oblivion for failure. Few operations face higher risks and offer so lit
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Pilots Robert C. Snoddy and Norman A. Schwartz had challenged the fates before and survived, and were ready to roll the dice again. The two young ‘customers’ who comprised the crew of equipment technicians also were aware of the dangers, but chose to do the job. Brave, dedicated volunteers were they all. 
	-
	-

	But this was no spy novel. Betrayal and treachery doomed the mission. It took the lives of the brave CAT crew. And the customers—John T. ‘Jack’ Downey and Richard G. Fecteau—were considered lost, as well. Only after years of being deemed Missing In Action [MIA] but presumed dead, did the Chinese government announce that both men had been captured and incarcerated in China. One could only imagine—or perhaps, better not to—the treatment they endured all those years. As we learn from the documentary, the Chine
	-
	-
	-
	-

	In his book One Day Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and the Bombing of North Viet-
	nam,Historian Timothy N. Castle writes: “Those who are prepared to forfeit their lives should have no doubt that in the event of their death or capture their families will be treated with compassion and respect.” 
	1 

	And so we are here in Dayton, Ohio, almost 60 years later, to witness how the sacred bond Castle describes was, in fact, faithfully honored, and actions taken that upheld the trust and hopes of the fallen. These acts give comfort to those officers today, who are taking many similar risks on behalf of us all, in an era of unprecedented violence and asymmetric warfare. 
	-
	-

	For those who take these risks, they ask for no medals of honor—given or expected. Stars on a wall will suffice. But the greatest comfort is the expectation of compassion, respect, and loyalty for their families who might be left behind. It is this last concern that occupies thoughts during those perilous final moments when their own lives are out-of-control and rest in the hands of providence. 
	-
	-

	Figure
	Schwartz, Bable, Marsh, and Fore Golfers. 
	Schwartz, Bable, Marsh, and Fore Golfers. 


	Timothy N. Castle, One Day Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and the Bombing of North Vietnam, New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 1999. 
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	From China Pilot: Flying for Chiang and Chennault During the Cold War,author Felix Smith writes: “Flying the Hump had put me in awe of Mother Natures’ ferocity, but her wildest phenomenon is benign compared to human cruelties. And during our brutalities we’re tantalized by exhibition of nobility that flash, in those dark hours, like summer lightning.” 
	From China Pilot: Flying for Chiang and Chennault During the Cold War,author Felix Smith writes: “Flying the Hump had put me in awe of Mother Natures’ ferocity, but her wildest phenomenon is benign compared to human cruelties. And during our brutalities we’re tantalized by exhibition of nobility that flash, in those dark hours, like summer lightning.” 
	2 
	-
	-

	THE INVENTION OF AIR AMERICA 
	Also little-known or well understood outside of a few aviation historians are those early 1950s when CAT became an arm of the fledgling Central Intelligence Agency, to assist with covert operations. Nor did many realize CAT played a role in the creation of Air America. 
	-

	Using CAT facilities, in 1959 the CIA organized another airline to be used for covert missions. It was known as Air America. This carrier was to fulfill the more clandestine flight operations, particularly in Southeast Asia [SEA]. Air America ob-
	-
	-


	Figure
	Thomas Sailer. 
	tained both fixed-wing and rotor-wing aircraft more appropriate to the mission and terrain. The history of this group, based on material available at the time, has appeared in numerous books and articles published by responsible historians, careful in their sourcing, using well-documented facts. Unfortunately, there were 
	tained both fixed-wing and rotor-wing aircraft more appropriate to the mission and terrain. The history of this group, based on material available at the time, has appeared in numerous books and articles published by responsible historians, careful in their sourcing, using well-documented facts. Unfortunately, there were 
	-
	-

	others—historians, writers, journalists, 
	and movie directors—more interested in sensationalism, book and movie sales, and the attention that comes from exposés. Unencumbered by facts, they built pseudo-histories out of innuendo, rumor, gossip, and underpinned on occasion by malicious intent, skewing the record and honor of those who had served in covert operations. Because of remaining classified aspects of the programs at that time, it left a vacuum and little fear of their fictions being countered by the truth, and these bogus histories festered
	-
	-
	-
	-

	These latter ‘scholars’ have sought—wittingly or not—to distort Air America’s role in providing U.S. government aviation support in SEA. Alfred W. McCoy in his book The Politics of Heroin: CIA Complicity in the Global Drug Trade, Afghanistan, Southeast Asia, Central Americais one extraordinary example of a young graduate student coming to Laos with a pet theory and agenda, cherry-picking whatever stories could be goosed-up to support an already preselected finding and conclusion. And most of it wrong but id
	-
	-
	3 
	-


	Alfred W. McCoy, Cathleen B. Read, Leonard P. Adams II, The Politics of Heroin: CIA Complicity in the Global Drug Trade, Afghanistan, Southeast Asia, Central America, New York, NY: Harper Row, 1972. 
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	Felix Smith, China Pilot: Flying for Chiang and Chennault During the Cold War, Washington, DC: Brassey’s, 1995. 
	2 

	misplaced outrage. It also influenced a movie, twisting it from fact into fiction. 
	-

	Another writer who wrote perhaps the most well-known history of Air America was Christopher Robbins. In the book 
	Air America: From WWII to Vietnam: The Explosive True Story of the CIA’s Secret Airline,Robbins told a honest story, with many anecdotes elicited from frank talks 
	4 
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	with pilots, occasionally conducted in bars in Vientiane and Bangkok. Many of those boozy tales may have been only loosely accurate. Robbins writes in the prologue to his revised edition of Air America: 
	“In many ways, the secret world of Air America depicted here has come to seem as remote as the battles of the ancients. But it should not be allowed to be forgotten. In the circumstances, and until a more comprehensive book comes along, it is a privilege to bring the activities of this band of brave men to new readers, in the certain knowledge that a chronicle of genuine courage never truly dates.” 
	“In many ways, the secret world of Air America depicted here has come to seem as remote as the battles of the ancients. But it should not be allowed to be forgotten. In the circumstances, and until a more comprehensive book comes along, it is a privilege to bring the activities of this band of brave men to new readers, in the certain knowledge that a chronicle of genuine courage never truly dates.” 
	-
	-


	Unfortunately, Hollywood decided to use Mr. Robbins theme about Air America and developed, produced, and distributed a 1990 film Air America with Mel Gibson and Robert Downey Jr. The film was an impressive flop, going from a supposed distorted, fictional political sting plot, into one that was a weak, unamusing buddy-actioncomedy failure. Those interested in reading Robbins’ assessment of the misbegotten film based on his book should turn to his chapter fourteen: “Air America, the Movie.” 
	-
	-

	gent truth-seeker needs 
	It tells all any intelli to know about the film, Hollywood as historians, and how paranoid the film industry can be [could it be their fondness for cocaine?]. Thanks again Mr. Robbins. 
	-
	-

	Historian Don A. Schanche wrote about “The Adventures of a Peaceful Man in a Small War” in Mister Popa well-written biography of Edgar ‘Pop’ Buell a gentle Indiana farmer. Everyone who ever landed at Sam Thong (LS20) be it by Helio, Porter, Caribou, or if you were very brave in a C-123, knew ‘Pop’ Buell. 
	5 
	-

	Everyone in Lao knew him or of him, including the enemy who offered a high reward for his capture. His great work with the Lao Hmong was deeply respected. In the preface of Schanche’s book, author John Steinbeck, in Laos at the time, wrote: 
	-
	-

	“I think Pop is an example of how the ancient gods were born and preserved in the minds and graven images of people all over the world. Remember, the story invariable goes—in olden times the people did not live 
	“I think Pop is an example of how the ancient gods were born and preserved in the minds and graven images of people all over the world. Remember, the story invariable goes—in olden times the people did not live 
	-
	-
	-


	Christopher Robbins books on Air America have appeared in numerous editions. They are: Air America (Corgi, 1988); Air America: The Story of the CIA’s Secret Airlines (Hardcover -Jan 1, 1978); Air America: From WWII to Vietnam: The Explosive True Story of the CIA’s Secret Airline (Paperback -Jan 15, 1988); Air America: The True Story of the C.I.A.’s Mercenary Fliers in Covert Operations from Pre-war China to Present Day Nicaragua (Jan 1991) Corgi; New Ed edition (January 1991); Air America From World War II 
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	Don A. Schanche. Mister Pop: The Adventures of a Peaceful Man In A Small War—The Inside Story of the American Involvement in Laos. New York: David McKay, 1970. 
	5 

	well as they do now and they practiced abominations. 
	well as they do now and they practiced abominations. 
	-

	Then a stranger appeared and he taught us to use the plow and how to sow and how to harvest. He brought us writing so we could keep records. And he gave us healing medicines to make us healthy, and he gave us pride so we would not be afraid and, when we had learned these things, he went away. He was translated. That is his figure there, carved in limestone. 
	Well, I don’t think Pop is likely to be taken up in a sweet chariot even if he had the time or the inclination, but that ancient story is Pop Buell’s story. Whether you believe it or not, there are still giants in the earth.” 
	-
	-
	-

	—John Steinbeck, Laos, April 1967 
	Pop was not a historian, had little concern over what was said or written about him; however, his right-hand man of many years was a Lao former Buddhist Monk, Thongsar Boupha, with different sensitivities and an understanding that bad history needs to be countered with the truth—sooner than later. While Boupha may not have been a historian either, he was a philosopher and poet. Schanche recorded some of Thongsar’s philosophic understandings about Buell and others, at the beginning of each chapter of his boo
	-
	-

	Thongsar’s writings might inspire current historians: 
	As my Lord Buddha said, “the more you know the more you do right; the more you understand well, the more you can give and explain much to others; the more you practice, the more you get the experience in your knowledge.” 
	– The Letters of Thongsar Boupha 
	And this gem: 
	Telling the truth; the truth never die, never be rotten, never be broken and never spoil your feelings and thinkings, but the truth makes you believe and finish in what you are wishing and interesting to do. 
	-
	-

	– From Answering and Telling Generally Questions by Thongsar Boupha 
	In his own way he has captured the essence of what is conveyed in the biblical quote on the entrance hall of the modern CIA: 
	And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
	– John 8/32, King James Bible 
	The story of Pop Buell is an essential part of the history of Air America. It was because of this man and many others, that the people of Air America felt that what was being accomplished for our U.S. Government customers as well as the Lao people was important and worth the effort. Pilots and mechanics recognized that they could go back to the U.S. and get far better paying 
	-
	-

	jobs with several air carriers, and avoid the 
	danger and hostile flying conditions. Some 
	made that choice, but the majority stayed 
	and flew for guys like Pop and the other respected customers many knew only by their radio call signs. 
	Flying in Vietnam was quite different for the Air America crews, primarily because of the navigation facilities and the abundance of airfields throughout the four military regions. Also because of the military flight operations in-country, there were more assets for Search and Rescue and cover fire in certain areas were available. Nonetheless, Air America aircraft were 
	-
	-

	subject to the same hazardous weather 
	phenomena and the same potential for 
	phenomena and the same potential for 
	ground fire, even shoulder-fired heat-seeking missiles. 


	Lao operations in the north and south provided its own somewhat different set of challenges. Historians have recorded a thousand stories from a multitude of different perspectives to detail what certainly is among the most unusual aviation activity ever known. 
	-

	I thought it would be interesting to know how some Air America passengers might contribute to this history. Once again from the wise and observant Lao philosopher Thongsar Boupha: 
	Where is our office? On the high fearful air. We are working on the air because when we got a ride in the planes, from the first start of the plane’s take-off and until the plane lands down on the ground, I myself always fixed out and think much about the dangerous mountains and valleys that how I could get out from the planes when the planes are bad shot and cracked down. 
	Where is our office? On the high fearful air. We are working on the air because when we got a ride in the planes, from the first start of the plane’s take-off and until the plane lands down on the ground, I myself always fixed out and think much about the dangerous mountains and valleys that how I could get out from the planes when the planes are bad shot and cracked down. 
	-

	Sometimes I and Tan Pop and the other fellows have been got a shot 
	and bad hit right to the center of our plane, or sometimes the bull did hit our plane behind our seat, in front and back, by the group of enemies; but we said that the enemies did play a big trick, and we always said Bopinyan (no matter, never mind), because everything in this world is a possible, there will be nothing to be the act permanent, excepted our goodness, kindness, gratefulness and sincerity at this present only. 
	-
	-
	-

	– From Answering and Telling Generally Questions by Thongsar Boupha 
	-


	Much of this history—the telling of these extraordinary events—of CAT and Air America centers on the pilots and flight crews. To me, this is as it should be. These are the folks who took the greatest risks, and would have paid—or did pay—the ultimate price, and deserve the highest level of recognition. Those of us who ‘flew desks,’ counted beans, bent wrenches, ordered-and stocked parts before they were needed, and even provided the cold beer and clean sheets the crews needed to be ready for the many days s
	-
	-

	The Air America Association was never meant to be a support group. But the or-
	The Air America Association was never meant to be a support group. But the or-
	ganization has a profound soul and sacred mission that drives us to keep track of the families, invite them to reunions, and celebrate the memory of those who have gone before. It is a way of paying respect and reminding all that we have never forgot
	-
	-


	ets Wells, Snoddy, and Hughes. 
	ten their sacrifices, just as we now will not 
	ten their sacrifices, just as we now will not 
	forget the sacrifices of Snoddy, Schwartz, Downey and Fecteau from Extraordinary Fidelity. As we grow older, these relationships, and our shared roles in history, become more important than ever. 
	-
	-

	As Chaplain of the association, it might seem appropriate that I close this article with some religious references. But I do not think prayer or poetry appropriate during the short reunion memorial services. Rather, I urge each person, during a moment of silence, provide their own religious perspective and pay homage to all those who sacrificed from the beginning, up to this most recent list of those who have passed on. And their families. We owe them that, and so much more. 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Recorded history of those war years is still being studied. Some historians have provided very different analyses about these events. Mark Moyar in his book Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954 -1965is an example. As is From Enemy to Friend: A North Vietnamese Perspective on the War by Bui Tin.I recommend both. Much is being revised in light of more intelligent and truthful consider
	Recorded history of those war years is still being studied. Some historians have provided very different analyses about these events. Mark Moyar in his book Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954 -1965is an example. As is From Enemy to Friend: A North Vietnamese Perspective on the War by Bui Tin.I recommend both. Much is being revised in light of more intelligent and truthful consider
	-
	6 
	-
	7 
	-

	ation. It is worthwhile to keep up with the current writings, for most of you will feel better from these newer accounts, about why we were involved in what was an important, righteous, meaningful endeavor to help our fellow humans keep and maintain their freedoms. Little human activity is better than that. Ask anyone who suddenly gains freedom. Just a thought. 
	-
	-
	-


	Mark Moyar, Triumph Forsaken: The Vietnam War, 1954 -1965, New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2006. 
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	Bui Tin, From Enemy to Friend: A North Vietnamese Perspective on the War, Annapolis, Md: US Naval Institute Press, 2002. 
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	DR. TIMOTHY N. CASTLE 
	Dr. Timothy N. Castle joined the CIA’s Center for the Study of Intelligence (CSI) in August 2006 and currently directs CSI efforts to develop lessons learned on counterterrorism and military programs. He served as a career Air Force intelligence officer with wide-ranging Asia experience, including two tours in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam war. Dr. Castle is the author of One Day Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and the Bombing of North Vietnam, Columbia University Press, 1999, selected by the Chief of Staf
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
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	HON. CRAIG W. DUEHRING 
	HON. CRAIG W. DUEHRING 
	The Honorable Craig W. Duehring was commissioned in the Air Force in 1968 and, after pilot training, served two combat tours as a forward air controller, first flying O-1’s in Vietnam and then as a Raven FAC flying O-1’s and AT-28’s at Long Tieng, Laos. In later years, he flew fighters and trainers including over 1200 hours in the A-10 Thunderbolt II, mostly in Europe. Colonel Duehring’s last assignment was as the U.S. Air Attaché to Indonesia. 
	-
	-
	-

	Colonel Duehring retired from the Air Force in 1996 and ran for Congress from the Minnesota 2nd Congressional District in 1998. Later he was the Executive Director for the Patrick Henry Center for Individual Liberty, a non-profit educational and charitable foundation. In 2001, Mr. Duehring was appointed 
	Colonel Duehring retired from the Air Force in 1996 and ran for Congress from the Minnesota 2nd Congressional District in 1998. Later he was the Executive Director for the Patrick Henry Center for Individual Liberty, a non-profit educational and charitable foundation. In 2001, Mr. Duehring was appointed 
	-
	-

	by President Bush to serve as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs and was performing the duties of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs during the attack on the Pentagon on 9-11. He was responsible for the largest call-up of the Reserve components of the United States since World War II. 
	-
	-


	In 2007 he was appointed by the President to serve as the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Manpower and Reserve Affairs. As such he was responsible for more than 700, 000 Air Force military and civilian personnel. He retired from this position in April 2009. 
	-

	Secretary Duehring is a combat veteran with over 800 combat missions. He is the recipient of the Silver Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross with one oak leaf cluster and the Air Medal with 26 oak leaf clusters. In 1988, he was awarded the Air Force’s top individual award for leadership in the senior 
	officer category, the Lance P. Sijan (SIGHjon) Award. Secretary Duehring is married 
	-

	to his wife, Theresa, an elementary school teacher and lives in Fairfax Station, Virginia. 
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	DR. NICHOLAS DUJMOVIC 
	Dr. Nicholas Dujmovic has served as a CIA 
	historian since January 2005. He came to the Agency in 1990 as an analyst on the Soviet Union. He has also served as speechwriter for Directors of Central Intelligence John Deutch and George Tenet and was the deputy chief editor of the President’s Daily Brief. A frequent contributor to Studies in Intelligence and other intelligence 
	-
	-
	-

	journals, Dr. Dujmovic also is the author 
	of The Grenada Documents: Window on 

	Totalitarianism (1988) and, under the pen name Charles Lathrop, a quotation book on intelligence, The Literary Spy (2004). He is currently working on a study of President Reagan’s use of intelligence. 
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	JOHN L. “JACK” HUDSON 
	JOHN L. “JACK” HUDSON 


	John L. “Jack” Hudson, a member of the Senior Executive Service, is Director, National Museum of the U.S. Air Force, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio. He manages the world’s largest and oldest military aviation museum, portraying the heritage and traditions of the Air Force through specialized exhibits. The museum features a 17-acre campus that includes nearly one million square feet of public exhibit space with more than 360 aerospace vehicles and missiles and thousands of historical artifacts on disp
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mr. Hudson entered the Air Force in 1973 as a distinguished graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy and served for 36 years on active duty in a variety of positions including T-38 instructor pilot; A-10 pilot, instructor pilot and flight examiner; and test pilot. He served as director of several Air Force and joint system program offices and was senior military assistant to the Under Secretary for Defense for Acquisition and Technology. Mr. Hudson also 
	Mr. Hudson entered the Air Force in 1973 as a distinguished graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy and served for 36 years on active duty in a variety of positions including T-38 instructor pilot; A-10 pilot, instructor pilot and flight examiner; and test pilot. He served as director of several Air Force and joint system program offices and was senior military assistant to the Under Secretary for Defense for Acquisition and Technology. Mr. Hudson also 
	-
	-
	-

	held assignments as Program Executive Officer and Program Director, Joint Strike Fighter Program, Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Research, Development and Acquisition; and Assistant Deputy Under Secretary of the Air Force for International Affairs. He last served as Commander of the Aeronautical Systems Center at Wright-Patterson AFB before his retirement in October 2009 in the grade of lieutenant general. He was appointed to the Senior Executive Service in December 2009 and served as the
	-


	Artifact
	JOSEPH W. LAMBERT 
	Mr. Lambert entered on duty with the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in 1984, serving initially in the Office of the Deputy Director for Intelligence and on the support staff of the National Intelligence Council. Subsequently, Mr. Lambert served as the Information Management Officer for both the National Photographic Interpretation Center and later for the Directorate of Intelligence. 
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Mr. Lambert has served as the Director of Information Management for the National Imagery and Mapping Agency, the National Reconnaissance Office and since December of 2007, the Central Intelligence Agency. In his current role, Mr. Lambert is responsible for records management, national security classification management and declassification and release programs at the CIA. In addition, Mr. Lambert is the Deputy Privacy and Civil Liberties Officer at the CIA. 
	-

	Mr. Lambert earned his Master of Public Administration (MPA) degree in Executive Legislative and Regulatory Management from the George Washington University in 1994. Mr. Lambert is a recipient of the Intelligence Community’s National Intelligence Certificate of Distinction. 
	-

	MAJOR GENERAL JOHN K. SINGLAUB
	MAJOR GENERAL JOHN K. SINGLAUB
	1 

	Major General John K. Singlaub’s World War II duties included a parachute mission into occupied France to organize, train, and lead a French Resistance unit which provided assistance to the Allied invasion forces. He then went to China to train and lead Chinese guerrillas against the Japanese. Just before the Japanese surrendered, he led a parachute rescue mission into an enemy prisoner of war camp on Hainan Island. This resulted in the release of four hundred Allied prisoners of war. 
	-
	-

	General Singlaub was assigned as Chief of a U.S. Military Liaison Mission to Mukden, Manchuria, where he served for three years immediately following World War II. He served two tours during the Korean War; one with the CIA in Korea and the other as an infantry battalion commander in the Third Infantry Division. General Singlaub served also as Commander of the Joint Unconventional Warfare Task Force (MAC SOG) in Vietnam, and later served as the Assistant Division Commander of the 8th Infantry Division in Ge
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Interspersed with the above wartime command positions were numerous training assignments both at home and abroad. General Singlaub was instrumental in the establishment of the Ranger Training Center at Fort Benning, Georgia, where he also served as an instructor. He helped establish the Modern Army Selected Systems Test, Evaluation and Review activity at Fort Hood, Texas; and was named responsible for training and combat-readiness of the Army Reserve and Army National Guard Units in a ten-state area. Genera
	Interspersed with the above wartime command positions were numerous training assignments both at home and abroad. General Singlaub was instrumental in the establishment of the Ranger Training Center at Fort Benning, Georgia, where he also served as an instructor. He helped establish the Modern Army Selected Systems Test, Evaluation and Review activity at Fort Hood, Texas; and was named responsible for training and combat-readiness of the Army Reserve and Army National Guard Units in a ten-state area. Genera
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Drug and Alcohol Abuse. The General’s thirty-five year military career has frequently reflected vanguard military action, having been awarded thirty-three military decorations including the Distinguished Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Silver Star Medal, Legion of Merit with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Soldiers Medal and the Purple Heart with Oak Leaf Cluster. He was awarded combat decorations from six foreign governments. More recently, following an investigation of CNN’s false charges of war crimes, the D
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-


	Born 10 July 1921 in Independence, California, General Singlaub is a graduate of the University of California at Los Angeles where he was Cadet Colonel of the ROTC. He graduated from the U.S. Army Command and General State College, and subsequently served as an instructor on its faculty. In addition, he is a graduate of the Air War College. 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Following retirement, he traveled extensively in the U.S. and abroad lecturing on national security issues with special emphasis on the requirement to maintain U.S. Forces in Korea and the need to upgrade and consolidate the U.S. Special Operations Forces. 
	-

	In retirement he has received many awards to include an Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree from Yeungnam University, Korea, the VFW National Armed Forces Award, The Ranger Hall of Fame, Distinguished Member of the First Special Forces Regiment, The Truman Reagan Freedom Award, The George Washington Military Leadership Award, UCLA Distinguished Service Award and others. 
	-
	-

	General Singlaub’s career was chronicled in his autobiography, Hazardous Duty – An American Soldier in the Twentieth Century, 
	published by Simon & Schuster. 
	While scheduled to appear at the symposium, Gen. Singlaub may not be available to speak. 
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