- Middle East—North Africa: LGBT Activists Under Pressure

- The tough stance taken against the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender (LGBT) community by governments in the Middle East and
North Africa probably is driven by conservative public opinion and
domestic political competition from Islamists, and is hindering US
initiatives in support of LGBT rights. Negative perceptions of LGBT individuals
are widespread for cultural and religious reasons; LGBT activists report that
since 2011 their community in the region has come under increased scrutiny by
governments and has been targeted by militias in Iraq and the Islamic State of
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) in Syria, according to a body of regional and Western
press and NGO reporting. 1234567891011

—- Egyptian and Tunisian activists report a growing crackdown against
LGBT individuals since 2011, according to ||| NGos.
and press reporting. 1213141516171819202122232425 | ast month the Egyptian
Government arrested but later acquitted 26 men on charges of indecency
and debauchery after a highly publicized raid on a Cairo bath house,
according to || oress reports. 262728293031323334353637 1 2013
the Tunisian Government sentenced the leader of the Tunisian Liberal Party
to three months in jail for sodomy, according to NGO reporting. 38

— Activists and advocates of LGBT issues in the region
in November 2014 that they face risks to their physical
security. 39404142 | GBT individuals in the region face routine harassment and
discrimination in medical care, housing, education, and employment,

according to a body of regional and Western press reports, and NGO
reporting. 4344454647 48495051525354555657

— (ll Eogyptian and Lebanese police as of August 2014 were using
mobile apps and social media sites to arrest gay men, according to NGO
and Western press reports. %59 Western press reports since last September
have noted that Egyptian police were using a US-based gay dating website
to entrap users. 6061

- Regional governments targeting groups and individuals advocating
LGBT rights almost certainly will portray international efforts to advance
such rights as foreign meddling, undercutting US policies to protect LGBT
individuals. The head of Egypt's diplomatic mission to the UN opined in
September 2014 that the UN's adoption of a resolution related to sexual
orientation and gender identity was a form of cultural imperialism that could hurt
international cooperation on human rights, according to a regional press
report.62.
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